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OF THE LATE
"W A R

Deduced from the committing of Hofti-
lities- in 1749, to the figning of the
Definitive Treaty of Peace in 1763,
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P
O EI
HISTORY
', ' .'OF THE
W A R
o CHAP L

From the committing of Hoffilities to the defeat
) of Gmar'af; Braddock. o

3% H O E VER rightly confiders the origin

W of the prefent war, will find it a difficult,
- mattér to determine whether it ought to
NOKK be attributed to the difputes concerning’

' the limits of NovaScotia, or tothedefign,

which the French hadlong had in view ofunjting Ca- -

\\t nada with Eouifiana, by a chain of forts in order to
. 'eI"( i ateththe Engli}h tc;_taé}tly ltimt of North ﬁtgeerica.,
'o clear this matterfatisfattorily, aman fhou of~

N feffed of what were the real am)i, particu‘lhax'- inwnt&ns
1 of theFrench miniftry, immed.ately after the peace of
ZAix1a Chapelle, whenthey began tofend troops, fores,.

, provifions,. &g. to Canadg ;, ;, Whether they
tended&rﬁ to feize Nova Scotia, or thelands on

B Ohio
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Qhio at the back of Virginia. ~ As far as the niceft
examination intd circumitances and things can deter-
mine, we are inclined to think that Nova Scetia was
the original caufe of difagreement; for when the
French mifcarried in their aim there, they then, and
not till then, vigoroufly purfued their old and exten-
tive proje&, of hemming in all the Britith fettlements,
and cutting off their intercourfe with the, Indians,
Perfuadecfﬁat this was the firft caufe of difpute, we
fhall confider it as the origin of the war ; and begin
with explaining the caufe of that difpute, as wel%as
the views of the twe parties. -

The Englifh had a clear and undoubted right to
Nova Scotia, by the 12th article of she treaty of
Utrecht, 1n which the French King in the moft ob-
vious and ftrong terms ceded it to the crown of Great
Britain, avith its ancient boundaries. Now the difpute
turned upon what were its ancient-houndaries. The
peace of Aix la’Chapelle’in 1748, by which they
ought to have be¢n affixed,, committed them, with
many other things, to the difcuffion of commiffaries.
- No{ooner was that peace concluded, than a numberof

the French Canadians were fent by M. de 1a Galiffo-
Riere, governorof that provirce, to fettle at the mouth
of St. jéhn’s river in Nova Scotia, where they im-
mediately began to ere& two forts, in order to efta-
blith themfelves; and to feize feveral pafts of the
country which were in difpute : The end propofed
to be anfwered by this ftep was, the employing of
emiffaries and priefts, to tamper with fome of the In-
- dians-of Nova Scotia, who'had long been diftinguifh-
ed by a kind of refratory behaviour towards the
Britith govérnment, and to excite them to harrafs and
diitrefs our colonies in that province ; fo as to pre-
vent their beingable to extend their plantations, and
if poffible to drivé them to the neceflity of abandon-
. SRR . ) inz



o () 1749
ing the fettlement. * Thefe perfidious praétices were
not onlyscountenanced, but warmly encouraged by

. ® If any thing, after obferving thefe encroachments, whick
followed fo clofe upon the treaty can be wanting, to fhew that
France, at the time of making the peace, had determined to take
the firft favourable opportunity of feizing upon the province 3
and was. preparing every meafure which could pave the way for
it 5 the behaviour of the governor of Canada and bithop.of Que-
bec at this jun&ure muft put it out of the queftion. )

" As their procecdings will be beft difclos’d by the infertion of,
the letter written by the governor of the Maffachufet’s Bay upon
this occafion to the governor of Canada, we have procured a copy
of it, sau;dktba,u herg print it. i

. t4 - M . .

- Two days ago I received from Mr, Mafcarene, a copy of your let~
ter to him dated at Quebec the 2 5th of January ; wherein (among
other demands) you call upon bim to acquaint you, whether he
intends to comprehend the Abenaqui Indiars, [ who fpread them-
felves between Maflachufets Bay, and St. John's river] in the
peace, without requiring any kind of fubmiffion from them ; and
defire that in fuch cafe he would engage me to let them refectle
in their village, and their miffionaries remain there with them
uomolefed as they did before the war, only as your allies, and
therefore when the war was finithed with you, it ought to be ta
with regard to them. And you proceed to fay, Sir, thatif they
thought otherways in New England, you fhall be obliged to affif§
thofe Indians ; intimating that it is of importance to the fafet
and tranquility of the frontiers of the Maffachufet’s Bay, that
you fhould have a fpeedy and pofitive anfwer, and that you fhail
npt be furprized, if the Indians fhould proceed to aéts of violence,
. To this, Sir, Mr. Mafcarine having referredyou to me vpon it,
1 fhall comply with your requeft in giving as fpeedy and pofitive
an anfwer as may be. . ] .
. Theriver of St. John's, upon wkhich, that part of the Tndian3
to which you chiefly refer, is feated, hasbeen ever deemed to be
fituated within the heart of Nova Scotia, and, confequeatly
that Tribe of Indians together with the Freach inhabitants upog
the fame river, are within hismajefty’s territories ; and according-
ly Sir, the latter have acknowledged themfelves ever fince the
treaty of Utrecht, to be the fubjeéls of the crown of Great
Britain, By, taking the oaths of fidelity.apd alleBiance to it ; and
bave had the proteftion of hnis majefty’s government in commo:

. 2 . Wil



1749 ¢ t2) '
the French court ; who intended as foon 3 poflible
fo feize Nova Scotia entirely. .

with hijs other fubje@s ip that province; this being the cafe,
thefe Indians, when the advice of a rupture between his majefty
and the king your mafter was hourly expefed, under the pre-
text of fending a deputation to Mr. Mafcarene, to defire they
might remain in peaceand amity with the Englith, notwithfand-
ing.war fhould happen between the two crowns, gain’d admiffion
into Annapelis Royal for fome of their tribe, who were in reality
as it afterwards proved) Spies; angd having obtain’d Mr. Mafea-

ne’s agreement to what they pretended to propofe in behalf of
their tribe, and being-honourably treated and difmiffed by him,
returned in three weeks after, among ‘others of their tribe, with
the miffionary de Loutre at their head, furprized and ‘killed as
many of the Englifi'at Annapolis Royal, as they caught without
the fort, deftroyed their cattle, burnt their-houfes, afd conti<
nued adls of hoftility againft the garrifon, till the arrival of the
firft party of fuccours, which I fent from New England : fuch
was the entrance of thefe Indians, Sir, into the war with us,
and their alliance with you. ’
- For this perfidious behaviour, I caufed war to be declared in

his majefty’s name againft them at Bofton in 1744, and fo far
as it depends upon me, they ‘fhall not be admftted to terms of
peace, till they have made a proper fubmiffion for their treachery,
tnlefs they thould be already comprehended in thedéfinitive trea
of peace and friendfflip lately coucluded at Aix la Chapelle, whi
"X fhall on my part ftri€tly obferve in every point.

" As you have thought fit te declare your intentions to fupport
the Indians in a&s of hoftility againft us, unkefs we give them
peace upon the terms there prefcribed by you, and the dangers
which the frontiers of Maffachufets Bay in particular ma
be ip, unlefs you have a fpeedy and pofitive anfwer on this
head ; what I have to fay in anfwe is, that I fhall be forry for a
new rupture between us, aud am very defirous to have perfe& tran
qpility reftored to the province under my government ; but if the
Tatter is not to be the cafe, and you think fit to make yourfelf a
party in an Indian war agaipft us ; ¥ doubt not but his majefty’s
fubjeéte upon this continent, will be able to make juft reprifals
vpon Canada, when it fhall be his majefty’s pleafure to have them
do it e S -

The right you claim of fending miffionaries from France to
refide among his majefty’s fubje of Nova Seotia as their pﬁtlﬁi,

- ts
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‘ (13) '1749
 Its Situation was not only inviting, beingat a fmall
diftance from Cape Breton, the cod fithertes and the
mouth of the river St. Lawrence, but there was an-
other more powerful temptation in this colony. As

and, in confequence of that, your forbidding his majefty’s governor
to make any alteration inr the ftate of religion, and its minifters
there, is ftill more extraerdinary ; and I muft not omit upon this
occafion to remark to you, that' I think the letter, which the
bithop of Quebec lately wrote to Mr. Mafcarene concérning his
intended vifitation of his majefty’s fubjeéts in that government, in
fuch terms, as thew’d he looks upon themas part of his cure 6f
fouls, and within his jurifdi€tion, was likewife an extraordinary
attempt and can’t be admitted. o
Yeur interfering in his majefty’s punifhment of his fubjefs in

Nova Sootia, -inflited for rebellious and treafonable pra&ieés

‘againft his crown, and his requiring others of them to remew
their oaths of fidel.ty; and in a word your treating the fubjeés
of the crown of Gredt Britain in that province, as if you look’d
upon them as fubjeéts of his moft cbriftian majefty, and being
under his allegiance, is if poffible Ril} more furprizing ; and as
thefe attempts are manifeft invafions of the undoubted right,
which every prince has over his fubje€ts, I can’t but look upen
them as infults upon his majefty’s government, .

After thefe attempts, Sir, upon his majefty’s right of govern-
ment over his fubjects in Nova Scotia, I am lefs furprized at yoQr
encroachments -upon the limits of his province; which you afe
pleafed to call in your letter, ¢ Dependencies of the government

Canada.”” . . .

I can’t conclude without making ufe of this opportanity to
acquaint you, that we look on fort St. Fredérick at Crown Point,
as an encroachment on his majefty’s-territories 5 and-in cafe you
proceed to fettle the country round it, Ithall efteem thofe fettle-
ments fo too, unlefs that tra& has been ceded to you, by the
late definitive treaty at Aixla Chapelle. .

_ Xam forry, Sir, That the firft fruits of the peace on your part,
Rhave fo unproinifing an afpe@ ; and beg you will be perfuadéd,
that nothing fhall be wanting in me, to preferve the good under=
ftanding, which ought to fubfift between us in time of peace,

Having the hogour to be,,

« W. Shitley.
Bofton, - ' .
K 1 o X ‘. N oo
Mapg, 1749 B3 Gon



1749 (14) ,
,foon as Maurepas the French minifter had carried
his point in making the peace of Aix la Chapelle,
he vigoroufly fet about augmenting the marine of
France, and among the great number of fhips which
he contracted for, Fevera were put on the Stocks in
North America. Now it is well known that there is
not a country in the world, which produces better
or finer pire for mafts, yards, and other forts of
wood for thip-building than Nova Scotia; nor has
Ao excellent a harbour as that which is now call’d
Halifax, where 2 fleet of any number may fupply
“itfelfwith every neceflary; therefore Mr.Mafcarene the
governor of NovaScotia, beingaware of the defigns of
the Frenchinfettling about the mogth of St. John’s ri~
ver, infifted upon their taking the oaths of allegiance
to his Britannic majefty, which they refufedto do, and
made application to the governor of Canada, who
.immediately fentan officerand a detachment of troops
to their aflitance. Things were in this fituation,
when providence raifed up a Britith minifter, [ Lord
Halifax] for the immediate prote&ion and fipport of
"Nova Scotia, who at this time delivered it from the
great hazard of being fwallowed up by French .en-
croachments ;and to whofe talents, vigilance and fpis |
rit, the nation owes its pofleflion of this province,
There had long indeed been a plan drawn up by
,Mr. Shirley for fettling and fecuring Nova Scotia’;
- but the preceding war prevented its being put in exe-
-cution. However as the peace of Aix la Chapelle
had eafed the labours of the Britith miniftry, the
thoughts of ‘a fcheme for fettling Nova Scotia were
“revived. The earl of Halifax, who prefided at the
" board of trade, principally interefted himfelf init. ¢

+ The particuf;m of the plan were, That proper encourage-
ment would be given to fuch of the officers and private mef,
- . ' - t



(15) 1749
It was contrived and intended to be a feafonable and
comfortable provifion for fuch of the army and navy
as were difbanded at that time, and it was fo feafible,
¢hat in a fhort time, near four thoufand adventurers,
with their ‘families, were embarked with Colonel
Cornwallis, whom the king had appointed governor,
and landed in the harbour of Chebuou, one of the
moft fecure and commodious havens in the whole
world, and well fituated for the fithery. He was

lately difmiffed frem the land and fea-fervices.as were willing, with
or without families to fettle in the province of Nova Scotia ¢ That
the fee- fimple, or perpetual property, of fifty acres of land fhould be
granted to every privatg foldier or feaman, free from the payment
of any quit rents or taxes for the term of ten years § at the expi-
ration of which, no perfon fhould pay more than one fhilling
per annum, for every fifiy acres fo granted: That, over and
above thefe fifty, each perfor fhould receive a grant of ten acres,
for every individual, including women and children, of which
his family fhould confit ; and further grants theuld be made to
them, as the number fhould encreafe, and in proportion, as they
fhould manifeft their abilities in agricolture: That every offices,
pnder the rank of enfign in the land-fervice, or lieutenant inthe
navy, fhould be gratified with fourfcore acres on the fame con-
ditions : That two hundred acres fhould be beftowed upon enfigns,
three hundred upon li , four bundred upon captains, and
6ix hundsed upon every officer above that degree, with propor-
gionable confiderations for the number and increafe of every
family : That the lands fhould be parcelled out, as foon as
poffible, after the arrival of the colonifts, and a civil government
eftablifhed ; In confequence of .which, they fhould enjoy all the
liberties and privileges of Britith fubjeéts, with proper fecurity
and prote@tion : That the fettlers, with their families, fhould be
conveyed to Nova Scotia, and maintain’d for twelve months after
ther arrival, at the expence of the government; which would alfo
fupply them with arms and ammunition, as. far as fhoud be
Judged neceflary for their defence, with proper materials and utea-
fils for cleaning and cultivating their lands, ereting habitations,
exercifing the fithery, and fuch other purpofes as thould be judged
geceffary for their fupport. )

B4 ' Me~
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3749 (16) ,
immediately joined by. two regiments from Louift
bourgh; then having pitched upon aipot for-the fet-
dement, he fet his people to work in clearing the .
the ground, in order to lay.the foundation of ‘a
town. This fpot was very near the harbour, on am
eafy alcent, commanding a profpect of the whole pe~
ninfula, and was well {upplied with fmall rivers .of
frefh water. Here on a regular plan he began to
build a town, to which he gave the name of Halifax,
n honour of the nobleman, who cherifhed the infant
colony with paternal affection. :
The French court piqued at the views of the Engs
lifh, in cflablithing fuch a powerful colony, very
frongly remonttrated againft it, in a memerial
which, the Sieur Durand, the French chargéd’affaires
at London, delivered to the Britith minittry in June
1749 : Herein the French king ptopos’d theappoint+
ment of commiffaries from both nations, who weré
to fettle in an amicable manner, the limitsof the re« .
fpettive colentes. This propofal was agreed to, and -
ome time after, Wm. Shirley governor of Maffa-
chufets Bay in New England, and Wm. Mildmay
Efgrs, werc appointed on the part of Great Britaim,: -
and repaired to Paris, to fettle the difputes with the
Count de la' Galiffoniere, governor of Canada, who
was ealled home for that purpofe, and M. de Sithous«
ette commiffaries on the partof France. ,
It is proper to obferve, that on the nomination of
thefe commiffaries, the two courts agreed exprefly to
this -ftipulation *That no fortification, new fe.tle:
¢ ment, or innovation, fhould be attempted on thofé
¢ countries, the fate of which was to be finally des
« termin’d by their fenfence.” Notwithftanding
this mutaal flipulation, the French fent quite different
inftru&tions to their ‘governors in Amierica ; for M.
de la Jonquiere, who fucceeded Galiffonniere in thé
. ) . govern-



7Yy 1750
ment of Candda, immediately upon his arrival in
America, ere&ed a fort called Beaufejour or fair refi«
. dence,"at the head of the bay of Fundy, and another
at bay Verte, or green bay; by which the Englith
were confined like prifoners, within the peninfula,
and the French had it in their power to carry their
arms which way they pleafed. This was not only a
breach of the ftipulation but juft before agreed to,
bat even of the peace ¢oncleded at Aix la Chapelle 3
fince it could be deemed nothing lefs than an att of
hoftility, being on a country, to which they them-
felves acknowledged their right difputable. Thus
it is every way evident, that the French were refolved
to wreft Nova Scetia out of our hands; notto obferve
any treaties, or articles of agreement, but divert the
attention of our miniftry, with treating and deferring,
till the whole country was fwallowed up in encroach-
ments. : - .
- The earl of Albemarle, $he Britith minifter at
Paris, in a letier to the marquis de Puyfieulx, the
French minifter, dated the 2gth of March, 17 504
written by order of the duke of Bedford, remone
firated againft the acts of Jonquiere as hoftile, and
tending towards a breach of the peace, but juit con-
cluded. Puyfieulx affured the Britifh minitter in
his anfwer, that orders had been fent to Jonquiere
to defift from all kinds of heftility ; but this was
falfe; for a few .months afterwards therg came ar
accoant from America of further depradations came
mitted by the French.. Jonquiere had appointed
the chevalier de la Corne and father Loatre, go-
vernors of the new forts on the peninfula of Nova
Scotia. Thefe commanders fallied out, and ravageg
all the adjacent.couatry. Governor Cornwallis ace
quainted fonquiere of this prodeeding, and threaten-
ed to repel fowct by forse.-mzpnnchhan,xcpli;d,
) N that



1750 (18) |
that he a&ed in confequence of his laft inftru@ions
from Paris, whereby he was directed not to fuffer-
any Englifh fettlement in that country, but by force
f arms compel thofe inhabitants to retire.  This
sttet is dated, Quebec, April, 1750, from which
place thefe forts were fupplied with provifion,
warlike ftorgs, &c. One of the French King’s
veflels, carrying thirty foldiers, with arms and am-
munition for thrice that number, and prefents for
the Indians, who had revolted from the Britith go-
vernment, was taken off Cape Sable, by.captain
Rous, in the floop Albany ; it appeared that fhe
" was bound to the fort at Bay Verte, which com-
" manded almoft the whole gulph of St. Lawrence ;
- and that fhe had a fchoomer under her convoy,
laden in the fame manner; but fhe, during. the
fight, which Jafted about two hours, got away.
Another veflel carrying warlike flores was taken by
the Trial floop, and thefe, with two others, were
condemned at Halifax. M. d’Herbers, governor
of 'Louifbourg, in order to retaliate upon the
Englith, feizﬂgi and condemned four Britith trading
veflels which were in that harbour. . .
- 'The chevalier de la Corne and father Lofitre
eontinuing to make fallies, and fend out detache
ments to fcour. the country of all the Englifh inha-
bitants, governor Cornwallis fent Major Lawrence
- with a party of regulars to drive the French off the
ground. When he arrived pretty near Chignetto,
a fmall placz belonging to the Englith, not far from
Beaufejour, he faw the French fet fire to the few
houtes there, and could diftinguifh French colours
planted on fome fences, behind which there were
‘troops of thatnation,and feveral tribes of rebel indians,
whom the French commanders had brought over
frem ghe Britifh to their alliance. Major Lawrence.
S . , : continued
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continued to advance, aud being come pretty near
the fence, defired to fpeak with the chevalier de la
Corne, and went fingly half way to meet him; the.

- chevalier appearing, the Englith officer demanded
to know the reafon of his being there ; to which he
anfwered, that by the orders of M. de la Jon-

uiere, governor of Canada, he was direéted not to
ffer any Englith fettlements in that country; upon
which Mr. Lawrence, not havingvany orders, re-
turned without committing hoftilities. In a fhort
time after, the rebel Indians returned. and rebuilt
their houfes, and being inftructed by the French,
began tointrench themfelves; upon which Major
Lawrence was again detached with 1000 men, to
drive them out of the country, if they would not
+fubmit to the Britith government: which laft they
refufing to do, he forced their intrenchments, and
obliged them to fly. The French troops, who were
pofted at a fmall diftance on the oppofite fide of the
siver, took them immediately ander their prote&ion.
Mr. Lawrence was reftrained by his orders from at-
tacking the French, therefore he defifted from far-
ther hoftilities. Governor Cornwallis, feeing matters
likely to come to a rupture, tranfmitted an account
of thefe tranfactions to the duke of Bedfoxd.

" His grace ordercd the earl of Albemarle to pre~
fent a2 memorial of complaint to the French court,
which lLis lordfhip did in the month of July, and
recapitulated all thefe proceedings, and in the
conclufion categorically demanded, that the con-
du& of Jonquiere, .aud the other commandants, be
difavowed, and pofitive orders fent them to with-
draw their troops and Indians from the territories
of the Britith crown, and amends made for the
damage they had done. This memorial occafioned
a good deal of caviling, but as the commiffaries

were
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were.met, and had by this'time opened the confes
rences, the French king thought proper to fend
orders to Jonquiere to ceafe all hoftilities on the
fide of Nova Scotia; upon which the French retired
to ‘their forts at Beaufejour and Bay Verte, and
thereby gave the colonifts of Nova Scotia tfan<
quility and leifure to carry on their original defi
into execution®. In this fituation did the affairs o
this colony continue, #ll the year 1755, during
which interval the French direéted their attention
another way. ,

The Brtith commiffaries demanded all ‘Nova
- Sdotid, or Acadia, according to its antient bound-
aries as ceded to Great Britain by the 12zth article of
the treaty of Utrecht, but a difpute arifing concern
ing what were its antient’ boundaries, thé Britith
commiffaries produced from records, hiftory, and
treaties, fuch arguments and fafls, as proved the
ancient, and extenfive limits of that province in
fupport of their demand. The papers relative to
this difpute are written in fo mafterly, clear, and
corre&t a manner, as net only did real honopr to
them (Charles Townthend, and William Shirley,
. Efqrs.) who in a great meafure drew them up,
_ but left no room for the fmalleft cavil of the moft
fhufling French negociator. Yet did the French
court, with a perfidy unheard of, endeavour to m-
validate the juftice of the Britifh claims, by pro-
ducing falfe maps, in which the rivers and bound-
aries were mifplaced; by mifreprefenting treaties

#* ‘The fuffering the French to remain quiet in poffeffion of the °
fosts they had ereted, in order to prote the ladians in an open
‘ebellion, and in time to feize the whole proviace, was nearly
the fame as cknowledging their right to the country in difpute,
and an open teftimony of the cowardly and mean fubmiffion of
the Bemem Do, . . )

which

~
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which - wete ex‘yreﬂ‘ed with- the utmoft ‘precifion,
- and laftly, by fo perplexing the conferences with

differences, and matter foreign to~the fub.
Je&t, and by affe@ted delays and artful objections,
raifed from fhadows, in order to fpin out the ne-
negociation, and give time to fortify the places.
in queition, and make new acquifitions, that at
‘length their infincerity and craft became fo confpi-
cuous, that the Britith commiffaries retired from
Paris in the beginning of the year 1753, and
Mr. Shirley returned to his government in New-
England, it being found impoffible to make any
impreflion on the French court, as they were re-
folved to admit neither juftice nor truth..

In a ‘work of this kind thefe memorials muft be
very acceptable ; therefore we fhall give fome ex-
racts from them ; the original French of which the
reader will fee in the notes t.

¢ The commiffaries of the king of Great Britain,
in their conftruQion of this treaty, have con-.
formed themfelves to the rule laid down by the
treaty

+ ¢ Les commiflaires du roi de la Grande Bretagne fe font
dans leur explication de ce traité, conformés 4 la regle établie par le
traité méme, & ont affigné comme les anciennes limites de
cette contrée, celles qui ont toujours paffé pour telles, depuis
les tems les plus anciens de quelque certitude, jufqu’au traité
d'Utrecht ; celles que les deux couronnes ont fouvent declarés
étre telles ; que la couronne de France a fouvent receiies comme
telles; & que les negociations qui ont precedé le traité ' Utrecht
prouvent avoir été cenfiderées comme telles par les deux cou-
rennes dans ce méme tems,

¢ Ces limites font les rives méridionales du fleuve St, Laurent
au nord, & Pentagoct i odeft,

* Pour montrer que ces limites ont toujours &€ reciies par
Jes deux couronnes, comme les anciennes limites de 1’ Acadie,
. nous
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treaty itfelf, and affigned thofe as the ancient
limits of this country which have ever paffed as
o fuch

nous ayons prouvé, d'aprés Pautorite de M. d'Eftrades & du

¢ Charlevoix, qu’en vertu du traité de St. Germainen 1632,
e premier traité dans lequel il {oit fait aucune mention de le
contrée d’ Acadie, la France recut, fours le nom géné ald’ Acadie,
toute cette contrée depuis le fleuve St. Laurent jufqu'i Penta-
goet, que la Grande Bretagne reclame aujourd’hui commme
telle.

¢« Pour montrer que la France demeura en pofleflion de
cette contree avec ces limites, depuis 1632, jufqu'i 2654,
que les Anglois firent une defcente dans I’ Acadie, fous les or-
dres du colonel S:dgwick, nous avons cité M. de Eftrades,
qui le dt précifement, 1'autorité du pere Charlevoix, lalettre .
de Louis XIII en 1638, qui regle la juridi€tion des Sieurs de
Charnifay & de la Tour, les commiffions fubfequentes du gou-
verpement Francois aux Sieurs de Charnifay & de la Tour en
1647 & 1651, comme gouverneurs de I' Acadie, & la cammiffion .
da Sieur Denis en 16 54, lefquelles conmiffions pertent auffi ex-
prelfément les bornes de 1'Acadie, depuig le fleuve St. Lau-
rent jufqu’3 Pentagoet & la Nouvelle Angleterre.’

¢ "Pour prouver qu’en 1654 la France avoit les mémes idées
de cette cantrée qu'elle avoit établies en 1632, lorfqu’elle ne
pouvoit prendre I’Acadie comme elle I'a pr.s que fuivant fes
anciennes limites, nous avons produit la demande faite par I’ Am-
baffadeur de France en 1654 pour la reftitution des forts de Pen~
tagoet, St. Jean & Port Roval, comme forts fitués en Acadie.
. ¢ Pour montrer le fentiment de J]a France en 166, iors du
renoveilement de la prétention de la Frarce fur la costrée
d’Acadie, qui n’avoit pas éte décidée par le traité de Weil-
minfter, nous avons produit a demande faite alors par la
France dans la perfonne de fon Ambaffadeur 3 la cour de
Londres, qui affigna Pentagoet comme la limite occidentale,
& le fleuve St, Laurent comme la limite feptentiionale d=
I’ Acadie, & allegua la reftitution de I’ Acadie en 1633 5 &Ja pof-
feffion prife par la. France en confequence, & la continuation
de la pofleflion par cette puiffance avec les mémes limites
Jufqu’en 1654, comme des preuves de I’equité & de Ja vilidite,
e la pretention qu'il formois alers ; dans laquele pretention, !&

. )
1

LA—
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fuch, ffom' the very earlieft times of any certainty
down to the very treaty of Utrecht; thofe which
the

la maniere de appuier, il fut approuvé particulierment par la

cour de Frarce,

¢ Nous avons vil, que nonobftant cette difference defentimens
en 1661, entre les deux , fur les limites de I’ Acadie,
que la France avoit penfé qu’l éwoit i clair par fes premicres
déterminations & fes preémieres poffeflions, que les veritables
anciennes bornes &:oient Pent.goet aYoueft, & St. Laureatau

pord, qu'elle ne déira aucune autre fpecification particuliere

des limites dans le traité de Breda, mais fe contenta de la
reftitution de I’Acadie mommée generalement 5 que fur une
conteftation qui s’cleva enlvite dans execution de ce traité, la
France recluma de nouvea: les limites qu’elle avoit reclamées
en 166:; & quela Grande Bretagoe, aprés quelque difcuflion,
aiant acquiefé 3 cette prétention, la France entra en poieflion de
PAcadie, parle traité de Breda, avec les mémes limites que nous
aflignons aujourd’hui.
¢ Le fentiment de la France fur cefujet en 1685 & 1637
eft clairement manifefté dans le memoire de I'Ambaffaduer de
France en 1685, alors sefident 3 Londres ; dans lequel, en fe
plaignant de quelques ufurpations faites par les Anglois fur la
cbre d’ Acadie, il décrit *Acadie comme s’etendant depuis I'ifle
Percée, qui eft & l'entrée du fleuve St. Laurent, jufqu’s )ifle
de St. George ; & dans la plainte faite d1a cour de la Grande
Bretagne par M. Barillon & M. Bonrcpaus, en 1687, contre
le juge de.Pemaquid, pour s'étre faifi des efieis d’un commer-
gant Frangois 3 Pentagoet, qu’ils difent éwe fitué en Acadie,
comme rendué 3 la France parle traité de Breda, ]
« Pour montrer le fentiment de la France en 1700, nous
avons produit la propofition de I’ Ambaffadeur de France, alors
refident a la Grande Bretagne, de reftrainfire les limites de
I'Acadie a la riviere St.. George.
¢ Nous avons produit la redition de Port Royal en 1710, dans
laquelle I'Acadie eft decrite avec les mémes limites avec lef-
quelles la France Pavoit regu€en 1632 & 1667. : .
¢« Pour montrer le fentiment des deux couronnes, méme an
traité 4’ Utrecht, nous avons produit les inftrutions de la Reine
de 1a Grande Bretagne, i fes Ambaffadeurs en 1911, dans lef.
quelles ils ont ordre d’infiftes furce que fa Majefté trés Chiétia
eune
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the two crowns have frequently declired to be fach,
whxch the crown of France has frequently recelvcd

-

enne abandonne toute prétention ou ntre,en vertu d’aucun ancien
traité ou autrement, fur la contrée appellée Nova Scotia, &
expreffement fur Port Royal, autrement Annapolis Royal ; &
nous avons ‘montré, pardes faits inconteftables, que le déml.
des differentes fortes de droit que la~France-a en aucun tems
eus fur cette contrée, & la fpecification des devx termes, Aca-
die ou Nouvelle Ecoffe, furent propofés par la Grande Bretagne
dans le d de pr r tous les d que I’'on avoit jamais
eds fur les limites de 1’ Acadie, & embrafler avec plus de cer-
titude tout le paT que la France avoit jamais requ comsme tel,
¢ Pour montrer ce quela Ftancc regardoit comme Acadie,
pendant le traité, nous avons renvoi€ aux offres de la France en
1712, dans lefquelles elle propofe de refiraindre les bornes de
1’ Acadie 3 la riviere St. George, comme un defiftement de fes
bornes réelles, dansle cas ot la Grande Bretagne lui rendroit la
_poffeffion de cette conirée.
¢ La nature de ¢e fitéme montre clairment, que la Grande
Bretagne nedemande rién que ce que Pexplication naturelle des
termes du traité &’Utrecht lui donne neceffairement ; & qu’il
eft impoflible qu’aucune chofe porte un caraétére plus frapant de
candeur & de bonne foy, que la demande aétuelle du Roide la
Grande Bretagne, Il refulte inconteftablement des differentes
preuves que ’on 2 apporlees pour apu!er cette prétention, que
les Commiffaires Anglois n'ont affigdé aucunes limites, comme
anciennes limites de I’Acadie, que celles que la France détermina *
#tre telles en 1662, & pofleda en confequence de cette deters
mination jufqu'en 1654.
¢ Qu’en 1662 la France reclama, & re;ﬁ en 166g, lacomree
que la Grande -Bretagne reclame aujourd’hai comme Acadiey
comme I’ Acadie rendue 3.la France parle traité de Breda fous
cenom genéral. Quela France ne confidera jamais I Acadie de-
puis 1632, jufqu’d 1770, comme aiant avcunes autres limites
que celles que nous affignons aujourd’hui 3 & que par le traitd
d'Utrecht elle eut intention de tran-ferer comme Acadie la méme
contree qn'elle avoit !ou_;oura confervée & pofitdée, & que Ia
jourd’hui conime talle,
. € Si par conféquem Ia Franee veut decider quelles font )cs an.
ciennnes hmt. do I’ Acadie, par le declarations gu’ellea faites i
frequement
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as fuch,,and which the préliminary proceedings of
the treaty of Utrecht prove to have been con-

, fidered

freqiement dans des difcuffions femblables fur le méme point,
par une poffeflion:de prefque un fiecle, & par fa defcription de
I’Acadie pendant la négociation de ce.méme traité qui a elevé
ce doute, ele ne peut difconvenir, que la prétention atuelle
de la Grande Bretagne eft conforme au trajté d’Utrechr, & ila
defcription de la contrée transferée a la Grande Bretagne, par
le 12e article de ce traité. 11 y a certainement Gne confiftance
dans les reclamations du Roi-de la Grande Bretagne, & une
fuite complette dans les preaves que nous apottons pou led apuier,
qui fe rencontre rarement dans des difcuffions de cette forte ; car
il arrive rarement dans des conteftations de cette nat. re entre deug
couronnes, que I'une d’elies puifle oftrir avec fureté de fegler fes
prétentions par les declarations conneus & répétées, ou patla
pofieflion de ['autre. o

¢ Pour reprondre i la force de ce détail de faits hiftoriques
eonclufifs, & donner un nouveau fens a la queftion réelle dont il
sagit, les commiffaires Frangois ont établi dabord dans leur
memoire, comme une diftinétion faite par le traite d'Utrecht,
que les anciennes limites raportées par ce traité font differentes
de celles avec lefquelles ce te contrée peut avoir paffé dans les
traités de St. Gerimain & de Breda ; & enfuite ils fe font etforcés
de montrer, par les temoignages des cartes & hiftoriens, qus
I’Acadie & fes limites éroient anciennement confindes i Is
partie fud-eft de la peninfule. Pour.apuier ce fiftéme Jes coms-
miffaires Frangois ont eu recours aux cartes anciennes & aux
hifteriens, qui, 3 ce qu'ils prétendent, ont toujours borné I’ Aca«
die aux limites qu’ils affignment; ils aliéguent ces commiffions
du gouvernement de France que nous avons citées comme une
preuve qui appuie les limites que nous affignons, comme ayant
&€té des commiffions fur I'Acadie & pais circonwoifins, & non
fur I’ Acadie feulement ; qu’il eft impoffible de fupofer, que tovte
la contrée 'que fa majefté réclame comme Acadie ait jamais
&€té conficérée comme telle, parcequ’un-grand nombre des parties
de ce territoire ont toujowrs eu, & confervent encore, des noms.
particuliers & diftingués, Ils font de la nouvelle France und
province particuliere, & affurent que pluficurs parties de ce que
nous reclamons comme Acadie ne” peuvent jamais avoir été
ex Acadie, parceque les hiftoricns & les commiffiens Fr:ng.oi(::
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fidered as fuch by the two crowns at that
time, . Th:a

’

de governeur les placent expreffément dans la nouvelle Franace,.
Hs avancent quon ne peut déduire aucune preuve du fenti~
ment d’aucune couronne, par raport aux;limites d’aucune con-
trée, de fes déclarations pendant la negociation d’un traité ;
& enfin, fe fondant fur les cartes & fur les hiftoriens, pour leurs
anciennes limites de I’ Acadie, ils traitent de ¢¢ Pre:wes étrangeres
“20letat de la gueflion,”” les allegations de la reftitution ex-
prefle du traité de St. Germain & de la poffeffien de 1a France en
confequence de ce traité, de la poffeflion prife par Ja France en
conféqueace du traité de Breda, apris une Jongue difcuffion des
limites, & de la declaration de la France pendant la negeciation
du traité d’Utrecht,
¢ L'bxamen que nous avons fait des cartes & des hiftariens
qu'ils ont cités pour apuier ce fiftéme prouve evidemment, que .
cette queftion devoit étre décidée fur ces autorités quils prés
tendent apartenir, & devoir étre appliquées i cette difcuffion,
Ies limites qu’ils affignent font entierement incompatibles avec les
meilleures cartes de toutes les contiées qui font des autorités fa-
vorables 3 prefque toutes les parties de la reclamation de la
Grande Bretagne. Nous avons Prouvé, que les hiftoriens
Champlain & Denys, avec_fa commiffion en :654, afignent les.
mémes limites feptentrionales & occidentales 3 1" Acadie que nous 3
& P’efcarbot, autant qu’on peut tirer quelques preuves de fes ecrits,
8’accorde avec les deux premiers hiftoriens. Toutes ces preuves
#’accordent avec des tra:tés & les differentes tranfaltions entre les
deux couronnes pendant prés d’un fiecle, & en confirment I’au-
torite. Les commiffaires Frangois en paffant des traites & de la
conduite des deux couronnts aux biftoriens anciens & aug
cartes, n’on fait que paffer de 'autentique 3 une efpece de preuves
infuffifantes, & ont jetré les commiffaries Anglois dans une
recherche qui ne prouve que les preuves propres & impropres,
regulieres & etrangeres, fur lefquelles cette matiere eft apuiée,
refutent également les limites qu’etabliffent _leo commiffaires
Frangois comme les anciennes limites de I Acadie. B .
« "Nous avons montré que les termes pais circonvoifins, fup
~ Jefquels les commiffairies Francois rejettent toutes les preuves
que nous tirons des commifiions de France aux governeurg
_ &’ Acadie, pretendant, fur I’addition de ces termes, que ces coms
“miglions o’ étoient pas pour I'Acadia feulemens, étoicnt des ﬂi:..
- prefiions .
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. ¢ Thefe limits are the fouthern bank of the
river- St. Laurence to the north, and Pentagoet ta
the weft. ‘
To

preffions de forme, inférées dans toutes les commiffions de
Fraace aux gouverneurs en Amerique, qui, fi on les explie
quoit dans ce fens, introduireient des inconfftances & des abe
fordités fans fin, oppofées 3 I’inention de la France alors ; & que
ces termes, quand ils feroient fufcepeibies d’une explication fem-
blable, ne font pas dans les comm ffions pour le gouvernement
d’Acadie, d’ol les commiffaries Frangois les ent citées par
méprife.

¢ Nous avons montré par 1'autorité d’une lettre de Louis
XIIL de 1038, & par les commiffions du fieur Charnifay 1647 &
du feur dz Ja Tour en 1651, que Ja prétention qui'il y eut dif-
ferentes commiffions donrées pour des commandemens parti-
culiers en Acadié aux fieur Charnifay & de la Tour elt une
méprife-des commiffairies Frangois ; & que dans le fait Charnie
fay nila Tour n’ont jamaise( aucun commandement particu=
lier femblable ; & que leurs premieres & fecondes commiffions
4ont des preuves qui apuient la reclamation de la Grande Bre-
tagne, . .

“ Nous avons montsé que les preuves fondées fur bas noms
particuliess donnés aux parties de 1*Acadie, differens du nom
general de la contrée, avoient leur bafe dans une circonftance
accidentelle qui me fignifie rien, & qui doit étre camparée i ce
que I'on voit de femblahle dans I'hiftoire de prefque toutes lea
contrées de I'univers. Nous avons expliqué plefieurs des noms.
de ces diftricts particuliers ; nous avons montré que toutes les
parties de 1’Acadie auxquelles on a objeQé fur cette allegation
oat toujours &té parties del’Acadie, malgié la divifion nomia
nale de cetie contrée ; & on a démcntré compien il y a peu
de raifon 3 fupofer, qui’il y ait jamais el une province parti-
euliere formée four le nom de la Bay Frangoife ; & qui’il ne rea
fulte vaucune preuve de la commiffion du fieur Denys en 1651
for la grande Baye de 8t. Laurent, que la contrée depuis le cap
Canfeau jufqu® au cap Rofiers ait toujours €té confiderée comme
diftioguée de I’ Acadie.

s Nous avons mont:é que [a diftintion entre 1a nouvelle France
& autres provinces .patticulieres des territoires en Amerique
-p'avait aucun fondement, fur l'autorité des ales les rhufé-
R emn
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. ¢ To fhew that thefe limits have »wvér been

received by the two crowns as the ancient Iixmt;_
. . po

femnels du gouvernement de France, dans lefquels le terme
nouvellée France eft tonjours emploié comme un terme qui ems,
brafle toutes les pofieions de la France dans I’Amerique fep~
tentrionale, L
. ¢¢ Nous avons montré que la déclaration de la France, quant
4 fon opinion des limites de 1’ Acadie, exprimée dans I’equivas
lent offert deux fois en 1712, &roit une preuve frapante de fon
fentiment fur les limites de I’Acadie qu’elle étoit fur le point
de ceder, malgré e méme principe. dangereux établi par les
commiflaires Frangois, qu’on ne doit pas juger de 'opinion des
parties dans aucun traité, par leurs declarations les plus fow
lemuelles pendant Ja negociation de ce traité. .
¢ Nous avons donné une reponfe complette au pretexte fur lee
quel les commiffaires Frangois refufent de.rien conclure de la
conduite des denx couronnes depuis 1632 jufqu'd 1710, de ln
pofieflion prife par la France 1632, de fa pofieflion jufqu’en
2654, de fa demande de Pentagoét, comme d’ une place en Aca~
die, en 1654, de fa reclamation de I’ Acadie depuis Pentagoet juft
qu’d St. Laurent en 1662, de fa pofieffion en conféquence da
traité de Breda en 669, & des differentes reclamations des
mémes limites depuis 1667 jufqu’a 1710 ; & nous avons montré
que toutes ces differentes preuves font conclufives pour le point
actuel, & les feuls témeignages convenables que 1'on peut citer
pour eclaircir les difficultés que 'on a élevées fur le traivé
d'Utrecht. ' . C
¢ Neus avons fait connoitre la vue dans laquelle les. com~
aniffaires Frangois font entrés dans I'hiftoire-de la premiere dé-
couverte & de Jetabliffement de I'Amerique, & feulement par
::lnmotif pui n’a pas la moindre connection avec la matiere dont
-ilg’agit.’ )
¢ Nous avons démontré que toutes les preuves quaportent
‘par conféquent les ifaires Frangcois pour apuier leur
fitéme, tendent i le détruire, & font appliquées de Ja maniere
‘Ja plus frapante i fouvtenjr la reclamation de la Grande Bre-
tagoe. Nous avons repondu entierement aux objeftions que
Ton fait contre les raffonnemens & les preuves quont aporté
les commiffaires Anglois ;'& il eft manifefte que le Roi de Ja
ide Bretagne ne tire aucunet preuves de fources qui ne foieat
’ avteatiquies,
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of Acadia, we have proved upon the authority
of Monfieur d’Eftrades, and of Pere Charlevoix,
that by the treaty of St. Germain’s in 1632, the
firt treaty in which the country of Acadia i
meationed at all, Framce received under the ge
neral name ‘of Acadia all that country from the
river St. ‘Laurence to Pentagoet, which Great
Britain now claims as fuch. .

-

S e . ;
wques,’ & eft & dans fa reclattiation par toutes les
tranfactions entre les deux couronmes pendant plus d’un fiécle g
‘en reclamant la contrée depuis Pentagogt jufqu’au fleuve
t: Laurent, comme . Acadie, fa Majefié ne demande rien qué
ceque la France a toajours regu; fous ce nom, dans la reflitution
h plus générale; que<’eft ce que, fi on déterminoit lesanciennes
limites de cette’ contrée fur les cartes, "lexhifloriens, fur les
dicifions unifortoes des.deux couronnes pendant plusde cent
fur les declarations de la France lors du traité d’Utrecht, ']
France doit, fuivant Tequité & la bonne foi, reconnoitre comme
vne reclamation jufte aux termes de la ceffion faite par le tratré
¢'Uuecht, X B
“ Les Commiffaires Frangois, au contraire, font également horg -
d'état d’apuier leur fift€éme & leurs limites, fur les cartes &
hifloriens qu’ils citent, fur la conduite des traités, fur les meill
ures preuves que nous avons produites, 1lsn’ofent s’en tenir- f
aucune poffeffion que la France a prife en confequence des termes
les plus generaux de reflitution, ni i la pofiefiion de la France
pendant plus de cent ans fucceffivment, n 2 aucunes déclarations
faites par la France dans le tems du traité d’Utrecht; mais
Itjettant toutes ces preuves que nous tirons des tems certains &
dont ’epoque eft connue, ils font obligés d’avoir recours i des
Cartes& 4 des hiftoriens peu féirs par rapport au tems, & peuexa&lg
parle genre méme de Jeur matiere ; lefquels encore, lorfqu’on
vient a les examiner de prés, detruifént abfolument leur fifiéme,
VYaccordeat avec lo fens & I'effet de I'evidence plus folide & plus
tecente des traités & des tranfaions entre les deux couronnes, &
deviennent autant de preuves auxiliaire, qui appuient la reclas
motion de la couronnt dela Grande Bretagne. a
A’Paris, 23 Jamvier, 1753, S
. “ To

-
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To fhew that France continued in pefleffion of
. this country with thefe limits from the year 1632
to.1654, when a defcent was made upon Acadia
under the command of colonel Sedgwick, we have
cited Monfieur d’Eftrades, who exptefly fays this,
the authority of Pere Charlevoix, the letter of
Lewss XIII in 1638, regulating the .jurifdi®ion
of the fieurs Charnifay and de la Tour, the fub-
fequent commiffions of the French government to
the fieurs Charnifay and de la Tour in 1647 and
1651, as governors of Acadia,-and the commiflion
to the fieur Denys in 1654, which commiffions
alfo exprefly carry the bounds of Acadia from the
river St. Laurence to Pentagoet and New England.
«« To prove that in 1654 France had the fame

notions of this country which fhe eftablithed in
1632, when fhe could only take Acadia accordin
to its ancient limits, we have produced the deman
made by the French ambaflador in 1654, for the
reftitution of the forts Pentagoet, St. John’s, and
Port Royal, as forts in Acadia. o

- ¢ To thew the fenfe of France in the year 1662,
upon the revival of the claim of France to the
country of Acadia, which had been left undecided
by the treaty of Weftminfter, we have produced
the claim made by France at that time in the per-
fon of her ambaflador to the court of London,
"whao then affigned Pentagoet as the weftern, and
the river St. iaurence as the northern boundary
of Acadia, and alledged the reftitution of Acadia
in 1632, and the pofleflion taken by France in
confequence of it, and the continuance of the pof-
feflion of France with the fame limits to the year
1654, as proofs of the cquitablenefs and validity
of the claim which he then made; in which claim
v ' and
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and nranner of fupporting it he was particulatly
. approved of by the court of France, - ’
« We have feen that notwithftanding-this differ-
ence of opinion in 1662, between the two crowns,
upon the limits of Acadia, France thought it fo
clear ppon former determinations and her own
former pofleflions, that the true ancient boundaries
were Pentagoet: to the weft, and St. Laurence to the
north, that fhe defired no particular fpecification of
limits in the, treaty of Breda, but was contented
* with the reftitution of Acadia generally named; that
upon a difpute afterwards arifing in the execution of
this treaty, France re-afferted the limits fhe had
claimed in 1662 ; and that Great Britain after fome
difcuffion acquiefcing in that claim, the crown of
France came into poffeflion of Acadia under the
:rmaxy of Breda, with the limits which we now
n. : - :
} & The fenfe of France upon this fubjet in 1685
and 1687 is clearly manifeited in the memorials of
the French ambaffador in 1685, then refiding at
London ; in which, complaining of fome encroach- -
ments made by the Englith upon the coaft of Acadiay
he defcribes Acadia as extending from ifle Pergée,
which lies at the entrance of the river St. Laurence,
to St. George’s ifland ; and in the complaint made
by Monfieur Barillon and Monfieur Bonrepaus at
the court of Great Britain in 1687, againft the
judge of Pemaquid, for having feized the goods
of a French merchant at Pentagoet, which they
fay is fituated in Acadia, as reftored to France
by the treaty of Bre a. o .
“ To fhew the fenfe of France in 1700, we
have produced the propofal of the French am-
. baffador, then refiding in Great Britain, to reftrain
- the limits of Acadia to the river St. George. W
- (14 [

‘ -
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., ¢ We have produced the furrender of Port
Royal in 1710, In which Acadia is defcribed with
the fame limits with which France had received
i in 1632 and 1667.

;¢¢ To fhew the fenfe of the two crowns, even
at the treaty of Utrecht itfelf, we have produced’
the queen of Great Britain’s inftru&ions to her am-
baffadors in 1711, in which they are dire®ted to
infift, ¢ that his moft Chriftian majefty fhould
< quit all claim and title, by virtue of any former
« treaty or otherwife, to the country called Nova
% Scatia, and exprefly to Port Royal, otherwife
¢ Annapolis Royal;” and we have fhewn upon
fa@s. not difputable, that the recital of the feveral
forts of right which France had ever had to this
country, and the fpecification of both terms, Aca-
dia or Nova Scotia, were intended by Great Britain
to obviate all doubts which had ever been made
wpon the: limits of Acddia, and to take in with
more -certainty all that country which France had
ever received as fuch. .

. ¢ To fhew what France confidered as Acadia
during the treaty, we have referred to the offers of
France in 1712, in which fhe propofes to reftrain
the boundary of Acadia to the river St. George,
as a. departure from its real boundary, in cafe
Great Britain would reflore to her the poffeflion
of thatreountry. .
¢ From the nature of this fyftem it is clear,.

. that Great Britain demands nothing but what the
fair confiruftion of the words of the treaty of
Utrecht neceflarily gives to her, and that it is im-
poflible for any. thing to have more evident marks
of candonr and fairnefs in it, than the prefent de-
mand of the king of Great Britain. From the va-
riety of evidence brought in fupport of this clairr
.o it
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it undeniably refults, that the Englith commiflaries
have affigned no limits as the ancient limits of v,
Acadla, ut thofe which France detemuned to be
fuch in the year 1632, and poflefied in confequence
of that determination till the year 1654. .
" « That in 1662 France clmmed, and received i in,
1669, the very country which 'Great Britain now
¢laims as Acadia, as the Acadia reftored to France
by the treaty of Breda under that general name.
That France never confidered Acadia as havmg any
other lnmts6 than thofe whxc‘li\ d:l: now’aﬁi ‘
ear 1632 to 1710; and that

tre’t':ht (hcymtendZd to transfer that t‘ﬂ?'amue
oountry as Acadia which France has always- a}lléztcd
aﬁxl:cd poffefs’d, and Great Britain now claims. 28

"« If therefore the crown ‘of France is wﬂlmg ta
decide what are the ancient limits of Acacha by her
own declarations, fo frequently made in like dif-
g‘:‘ﬁons upon the fame point, by her poffeffion of
s counfry for almoft a century, and by her de-~
feription of Acadia during gongnon of that
Very treaty ppon whxch thzs dou t is raifed, fhe
qmnot but admit the prefent claim of Great Britain
conformable to the treaty of Utrecht, and
xfcupnve of the country transferrd to Great Bri-
tin by the 12th article of that treaty : . Thre cer-,
tainly is a confiftency in the claim of the king of
Great Bntam, ‘and a complcatnefs in the evtdcnce '
ht in fup rt of it, wluch is feld om feen in
ons of s fort; for it feldom happens in
tes of this’ nature between two cfowns, that
of them can fafely offer to have its pretenfions -
dmd:d by the known and repeated declaratlons, or
by the poﬂ'eﬁions of the o&her. : .
. % To
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«¢_To anfwer the force of this detail of conclufive
Riftorical faéts, and to give a new turn to the real
queftion in difpute, the French comimiffaries have in’
their memorial firft laid ‘it down as a diftin®ion
made ‘by the trea\;y' of Uttecht, that the antient
limits of Acadid referred to b{ that treaty are differ~
ént from any Wwith which that country may have
pafled under the treaties of 'St. Germain’s and
Breda ;. and then endeavoured to fhew, upon ‘the
teftimonies 6f “maps and ‘hiftorians, that Acadia
and its limits were anciently’ ¢confined to “the fouth-
¢afteri part ‘of "the peninflfa. “In fupport of this
fyftem the French  cormmiffaries Have had recourfe to
antient miaps and hiftorians, who, as they affert,
have ever confined Acadid to’ the limits they affign ;'
they alledge thofe ¢ommiffioris of ‘the French o~
vernment over Acadia, which we have cited as
évidence in fupport of the limits we affign, to have
been commiffions over Acadia & Pair circonvoifins,
and not over Acadia only: That it is impoffible to’
fuppofe the whole country his Majefty claims as
Acadid fhould ever have been confidered as ‘fuch,.as
many parts of thatterritory have evet had, 4rd " do
ill preferve, particular and diftin@'names.” “They
thake New France to be' a provirice, in_itfelf, and’
- drgtie-that many parts of what we claim as Acadia
can- never have bBeen in Acadi4,’ becaofe hiftorians
and' the French c¢ommiffions of ‘gbvernment  ex-
prefly place theim'in New France, “They affert that

no evidenee' ¢an be’ drawn - of Hie opinion of atiy,
crots, with  refpel to the Timits f aniy cbuntry,
sroni 18 decldrations during ‘the’ 'négofi;itfqri'b"

gty ¢ ad “inthe end, “telying} upon i s"and
hiftorians fof‘their ahcient Timits of Acadia, ‘they’
rakethe esipres reftitutution of ‘the ‘treaty’of Sti
Germain’s and the poffeffion'of France in- coffe-
€. ! quence
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quence of it, the poffeffion taken by France in con-
fequence of the treaty of Breda after a long dif-
cufion of the limits, -and the declaration of France
during the negotiation of the treaty of Utreclit, to
be « Prewves étrangeres & l'etat de la queftion.” - -

It is evident from -our éxamination of the
maps and hiftorians they have cited in: fapport-of
their fyftem, that if this queftion was to be g:cided

wpon thofe authorities which they allow to belon
and to be applicable to this difcuffion, the limits
they affign are utterly inconfiftent with the beft
maps of all countries, which are authorities in point
for almoft every part of the claim of Great Bntain,
The hifforians Champlain and Denys, with his
commiffion in 1654, have been proved to aflign the
fame northern and weftern limits to Acadia that we
do; and Efcarbot, as far as any evidence at all can
be drawn from his -writings, agrees with the two
former hiftorians, All thefe evidences fall in with
and confirm the better authorities of treaties and
the feveral tranfa&ions between the two crowns for
Dear a century paft; and the French commiffaries,
by going from treaties and the latter proceedings
of the two crowns to antient hiftorians and maps,
have only gone from an authentick to an infufficient
fort of evidence, and have led the Englith com-
umiffaries into an enquiry which proves, that both
the proper and the improper, the regular and foreign
evidence upon which this matter has been refted,
equally confute the limits alledged by the French
commiffaries as the antient limits of Acadia.

‘¢ The words -pais circervoifins upon which thes,
French commiffaries fet-afide all the evidence drawn
from the commiffions of France to the governors of
Acadia, pretending upon the addition of thofe
words, that thefe commiffions were not for Acadia

L C 2 only
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only, have been thewn to be exreﬂ‘x‘ ons of courfe,
inferted in évery commiffion of France to governors
in America, which, if they were to be conftrued in
this fenfe, would introduce endlefs inconfiftencies
and abfurdities, contradi®ory to the intention of the
crown of France at the time; and that thefe words,
if they were capable of fuch a conftrution, are not
in thefe commuffions for the government of Acadia,
from which the French - commiffaries have cited
them by miftake. - o
¢¢ The reprefentation of two different commiffions
" given to Charnifay and la Tour of particular com.
mands in Acadia, has been fhown, upon the au-
thority of Lewis the XIIIth’s letter in 1683, and
Chapnifay’s commiffion in 164.1 and la Tour’s in
1651, to. have been a miftake in the French com-
miffaries, and that in fa& never had any fuch
commandemens particwliers, and that both their firft
and their fecond commiffions are proofs in fupport
of the claim of Great ?na;ned ' " dar
¢« The arguments founded wpon the  partic
names given to parts of Acadia, different from the
general name of the country, has been fhewn to
arife from an accidental circumftance which implies
nothing, and is to be parallelled in the hiftory and
fituation of almoft every country ypon the globe.
Many of the names of thefe particular diftris have
been explained; all the parts. of Acadia, which
have been objedled to upon this allegation, have
been fhewn to have ever been parts of Acadia, in
oppofition to the nominal divifion of that coun-
try; and it has been demonftrated how little pre-
tence there is for fuppofing that there ever was a pai-
 ticular province formed under the name of the E:;e
Frangoufe; - and that no proof follows from the com-
miflion of the fieur Denys in 1654 over the grande
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Baye de St. Laurent, that the country from Cape
Canfeau to Cape Rofiers has ever been confidered

as diftin® from Acadia.© o
« The diftin&tion between New France and other
icular provinces of the territories in America
is been fhewn to have no foundation upon the
authority of the moft folemn a&s of government of
France, in which the word Nouvelle France is always
tled as a term comprehenfive of all the poffeflions

of France in North America.

. ¢ The declaration of the erown of France, as
to her opinion of the limits of Acadia, expreffed in
the equivalent twice offered in 1712,’?& been
thewn to be & proper evidence of her fenfe of the
Kmits of Acadia, which fhe was going to cede, .in
oppofition to the very dangerous principle laid down
by the French commiffaries, that the opinion of
the Parties to any treaty are fiot to be judged of by
their moft folemn declarations during the nego-

tiation of fuch treaty. * .
¢ A full anfver has been given to the pretence
wpon which the French commiffaries fet afide all
ing from 1632 fo 1710, the poffefiion takén
France in 1632, her poffeflion till 16§34, her de-
mand of Pentagoet as a place in Acadia in 1654,
her claim of Acadia from Pentagoet to St. Laurence
In 1662, her poffeffion of it in confeguence of the
treaty of Breda in 1669, ‘with the feveral re-
affertions of thefe fame limits from the 1667 to
ammo ;3 and all thefe feveral evidences have been
thewn to be conclufive to the prefent point, and
the only proper teftimonies whici ¢an be cited for
clekrix:ﬁ up fuch difficulties as have been ftarted
upon the treaty of Utrecht.’ o
. & The view with which the French commiffiries
have gone into anhiftory of the firt difcovery and
. fettlement



\
1750 (38) . ~
-ettlement of America, "has been thewn to end only
n a diflertation which has not the leaft connettion
with the prefent matter in difpute. C .
«« All the evidence therefore brought by the
French commiffaries in fupport of their fyftem has
been demonftrated to be deftrutive of ft, and
plied in the ftrongeft manner in maintemance of :f;
claim of Great Britain, * The objetions made to
*the argument and evidence brought by the Englith
commiflaries have been fully aniwered ; and. it'ap.
pears: upon the whole, that the King of Great
Britain, bringing no evidences.from fources that are
not authentigk, 1s fupported in his claim by every
tranfa®aétion between the two crowns for above. &
‘centary paft—That in claiming the country fram
Pentagoet to the river St. Laurence as Ac%a,’ ‘his
‘snajefty demands nothing more thaw what France
has always received under. that name in the moft
general reftitution ; than what, if.the ancient limits
of it be determined upon maps, hiftorians, the uni.
form . deciffons of. the,two crowns for dbove an
hundred years together, and upon the.declarations
of the crown of France at the treaty va‘%cﬁ
itfelf, the crown of France muft in all equity:a
fairnefs. acknowledge to .be.a juft claith upon the
words of ceflion.in the treaty of Utrecht, - . .- . ..«
. '¢¢ The French commiffaries, on. the contrary, ane
equally. incapable. of fupporting their {yfiem :and
their limits upon the maps and. hifiprians they cite,
and upon. the.. procegdings..of government treaties,
and better evidence. produced: by us. - They dare
aot abide by any pofleflion ever taken by France..in
confequence of the moft general words of reflitution,
nor by the pofleflion of Erance forabove an hundred
years fuanvely, ar by any declarations.made. by
the crown -of Frange at the time..of the..treaty, of
[EETRCT ’ Utrecht ;

......
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‘Utrecht ; but, fetting afide all theft evidences taken
from' times -of ,certainty and precifenefs, they are
wobliged to haveiregoutfe: to- maps. and hiftorians ¥
1lefs certinty in point of time, and lefs precifenefs
from’ thé nktureof them 3. both' which, whén they
wome: to be fri®ly: examined, " ablolutely deftroy
ssheirifyfien; fall in with the fenfe and operation 'of
the betterand later evidence of treaties and tranf-
-Aftibns between’ thoé-two'fuowns,, and became fg;
anany.airxiliary proofs-ia: fupport of the crown o
-&emeiiu.in.”pl:op': s g oo
- Pty Jan: 23, 175300 0 - - .
» :As the French had been defirous of obtaining aa
‘extenfive plantation trade, thex loft fight of no means
-that could give :them fuch ‘an advantage. ' As.foon
as the peace of Aix. la- Chiapelle .was concluded,
-formed a defign, of {eizing the-iflands of St.
Jsucia,: Se. Vincent,-Dominico; -and Tobago in the
Weft:Indies, commonly: called.the: neutra} iflands.
-Hence arofe:another difphice concerning the right to
thefeiflandg’: By the treaty of Utrebhe, 1t was agreed,
‘that they fhoold remainundettled and urfortified, till
ahe right-of fovereignty was determined : However
stho'marguis: de Caylus, ;govesnor of Martinico, on
the: 26thof November, 1748, publifhed a proclama-
tiony affening the fovereignty.of the King of France,
sitheneutral iflands, and declaring hewould proté& the
dnhabitants, and: prohihi’t all correfpohdence between
- ahem anid-the Brtith colonies..- At the fame time he
_feut:two fhips of war with 50 foldiersand letters to
-(Tabago; wisere: they: arrived;and; began: tofortify
-different parts of the ifland.. The governor of Bar-
.badoes, .in whofe commiffion, isincluded the name
-of : the neutral itands, . beingalarmed by. thefe pro~
ceodings, {ent’ caprin Tyrrel.in-a frigate,- to leam
eIl ’ C 4 the
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recover the neutral iflands, who on the receipt of this
feter ftopt their proceedings. ‘However, the French

ill referved 2 kind of claim to the neutral
iflands, and particalarly to St. Lucia, which is the
cipal of them; and when the commiffaries metat
aris, to fettle the limits of Nova Scotm, it wasagreed
ﬁ' thould likewife decide the r,\ght to thefe iflands,
ulady to St. Lucia.

fs produced by two Britith cl-mﬁnen.
in oppoﬁtion to what the French pretended of pri-
iitive property, were unanfwerable, notwithftand-
ing evg French art (;:';rhxanery ‘:Iad procraftina-
tion, are-at once con' 3
We thall make fome uounmpimzom themma‘su:ﬁy
o the plan of our work, and cannot but

give lgstxs(aéhon to the reader.

progfa made by the ?‘Mﬁd’
tie |6th cextury in the difcovery of the dles,

. %0 Les grande progris des Bfj s dans la déconverte des
Welocudenulu = XVI 5 & les grandes richeffes qu'ils
porterent, t enime d’tutm nations i tenter fortune
mémecarridre, il n yeneutammqmdcnngnla na-

ﬁn Angloife dans cette tentative. Parmi pluficors autses fujets

t'Asgleterre, le Comte de Comberland équipa trois vaiffeaux:

i, ayant fait voile vers les Antilles, firent la découverte de
lifle de Samte-l.uaeuécn 1593. En 160gle E‘l:e;:hu Oliph
!agha t embarqué avec lui ua certain nom gens
y::udemla o) fon frese avoit érigé une Colonie, Em
“hrqfnfomme-& dmhdwe:ﬂede&mu-l.uae,o&pluﬁem
Angloufetnnfpmtenlm pour &’y Etablir en vertu de
cette pofleffion
“ Le Chenher Thomas Warner qui prit yod‘cﬁon de Saint-
Chirifiophe le méme jour que M. d’Efhambuc y arriva, envoya
wne colonie Angloife a Sainte-Lucic ¢a- :636, & nomma. le
Mtpr Judge gouveracur de Lifkes - - -

ll En

|
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and .the ‘vxft wialth drew .from “thence,:foon "en-:
couraged other nations to try their fortune in ﬁ:e
R N T R { cL. . S c

.. N . <,

¢ En 1627 Je Rqi Chatles I. accorda au Comte de Carliﬂe;
par lettres patentes datées du 2 Juin, toutes les ifles dites Caraibes
ou Antilles ; l1¢fdites lettres patentes contiennent le narré foivant,
s¢ Comme notre bien aimé. & fidéle cotfin & confeiller Jimed
Lord Hay, Baron'de Sawisy, Vicomte de Doncafter & Curnte
de Calific, ayant.un foip lonable &, fervept pour accroiize Ja
religion chrétienne, & poyr étendre les territoires de notre gou-
vernement dans ceftain pay$ fitués vers la région feptentrionale
8u mbnde, laguelle région:on ifles font ci-apres décrites, lefquelles
&toient ci-devant inconmues, & ‘en- pastie pofiédées par- cestning
bemmes barbares n’ayant pgint connoiffance de la-puifizhce -
wine, appellées communément Jes ifleg Caraibes, contenant en-
trautres les ifles fuibantes ; favoir, Saint-Chriftophe, la Gre-
made, Saint-Vincent, Samté-Lucie, ‘la Barbadoes;” Mittalariea,
1a Deminica, Marie-G.lante, Defluda, Todofantes, la Gauda-
Joupe, ‘Antigoa, Montferrat, Redendo, -la‘Batbude, Nevis, *Sta-
tia,, SaiptiBarpolomeée, Saint-Matin, )’ Anguilla, Sombrera, &
Enegada, & autres ifles découvertes auparavant 3 fes grands frais
& dépens, & portées au point 4’étre une vafte & copicufe colonie
WAnglois, " . L Ll L e
<« 1l confte, par les regifires du bureau cammifforial du com-
meree & des plaritavions, qu'en .tonféquence de cette. conceffion,
Je Comte deo Carlifle eontinua d’enyoyer diverfes colomies d’Ans
glois 3 Sainte-Lucic en 1635, 1638 & 1640. . s
.- ¢ On voit évilemment par le narré des lettres patentes . ae~
cordées au Comte de Carlifie (fort différent des termes . vagues,
‘ généraux & indéterminés de la commiffion du Oardipal de Richen
Jieu 3 M, d’Efnambuc) que non feulemant les Anglois eurent
bonne connoiffance de 8ainte-Lucie & des autres ifies Caraibed,
mais qu’ils en avoient adtuellement pris poffeffion long-temps
avant }adate.de ces mémes:lettres patentes ; & il étoit égales
ment manifefte, par la tenur d’une commiflion du Lord Caclifle
au Chevalier ‘Thomas Warper, qu'il avoit peis poffefiion de
toutes les ifles fus-nommées, des le ségne de Jacques 17 qui Dé,
céda le 27 Marsi 262 §. s et R
¢ Les hiftoriens Frangois, le' P, du Tertre & le P. Lubbat
s"accondent 3"déclarbe que les.Frangeis: n’curent siea 3 préten
dre fur V'ifle de Sainte-Lucic avast 1'année 1640 ; & le pnqﬁ::
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frme way, ‘and none fooner.then’ the Enghilyi
Among feveral others .the éarl 6f Cumberland,
fubje@~of - Enghand, ‘fisted :vut three fhips ;- which

- failidg € tho-Antilles, difcovered the ifland of 8o
Luck'in kg4 ;'not 'n‘fényl'zdars' after:whiéh expedi«
tion,! 8i h-Eeugh; a Keptith gentleman), (haw
g éfbarked ' {ome peoplé for the Weitdodies;
whexe:his brother had platedia colony) ke landed
, -of them>in thapiflahd in' 1604, t0 which
foveral: Ebglithwent bver in 1606, to fettle under
'gheplmﬂmmof\(hﬁipom;; R S

‘¢« Sir Thomas Warner, who took pofleffiorf of St..
Chriftopher’sy the fhme day that monfiear, d'Efnamn-,
buc: landed: there, fent: an-Englith colowy "to' 8t
bucia 36126, adappointed major Judgé -gover—
nor of that ifland,’: BRI U NS |

¢¢ In 1627 king Charles:the:firft granted: to. the!
carl of Carlifi¢, by patent; dated the fecond of fune,
ali the Caribber 3flands or 'Antilles, the reciwl of
which' patenbwasin the fllowing terms : .« Where.
as..out well ‘beloved aud faithful coufin and -eoun-.
fellor, -Janies: lord Hay, baron.of :Sawley, vifcoasit-
Dosicafiér.and éml -of Carlifle ;- having'a taudable’
and zealous-dare  to encreafe chriftian religion, bnd;
to.enlarge the tétritories -of “our. empire in certain
lands. fituated ‘to the northward region of the world,,
Wwhich iregion . or. iflinds aré thereafter defcribed,
whichwere before unknown, and by certain bar.:
e to. B s e P ,

¢

d& egp éstivaiili, dinsfa relation de celqui fe paffa dank ladite
annce (1640, prodye és-cirsonfanciellement la poffedion dgy
Lngap«ic-Br tagne en 1639, & fe dégfare contre tout. droix
fa’part de la’couronne de France fur cette ifle, qu'on vou:'
deoit fonder fur quoi que ce foit d’antériéur 3 P’abandonnement’
g2l en itmpyte aux Anglois, apies le maflicre qu'ils y fubiréatt
. ‘“W»"z Lo v ¢ PR TP U
ERENE barous

14



1750 (44)

barous Xen, hdving no knewledgt of the -diviné
power in fome part poficfied, eommonly eilled Ca=
sibbee iflands, cemtaining in them ehefe iflands fol«
bwin% viz. St. Chriftopher’s, Granada, St. Vinw
cint, 5t. Lucia, Barbadoes, Mittalanea, Domiinivo,
Marigalante, Defluda, Todos’antes, Guardelupe,
Antego, Montferrat, Redendo, Barbudo, Mevis,
Statia, §t. Bartholomew, 8t. Martin, Anguilla,
Sembrera, and Enegada, and other iflands

found out, to his great coft-and charges, and brought
tgnth.at'pafs to be a Jarge and copious colony of

¢ It appears from the records of the office of
commiffioners for tradeand plamtations, that, in pur-
fuance of this grant, the ¢arl of Carlifle contimued
25 fend feveral colonies of Englith to St. Lucia, in .
the year 1635, 1638, 'and’1640.

« It is evident from the recital in lopd Carlifle’s -,

patent, verydiffeseat from the vague, general and in- -
diﬁin&m: of Cardinal Richlieu’s commiffion tor
monfieur d’Efaambuc, that the Englith were not
only well acquainted with St. Lucia and the other
Caribbee iflands, but that they had actually taken
pofiefion of them in the name of the crown of
Great-Britain, a long time before the date of this
patent ; and it is evident from logd Ciirlifle’s.
commiffion to Sir Thomas Warner, that he had
takeh pofleflion of all the faid iflands refpe@ively ix
the reign of James I. who died on the 27th of March,
1625.
' “sThe French hiftorians, Pere du Tertre and
Pere Labbat, agree in declaring that the French had
no pretenfions to St. Lucia earlier than 1640 ; and
the former of thefe writers, in his relation of the
wanfa&lion in 1640, very circumftantially proves the,
pofiefiion of Great-Britain in 1639, declares
- 3 T agunft
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smﬂuyﬁgbtm the crown of Ftance to that
ifland, that can be grounded upon any thing, previ-
ous to the abandonment, he imputes to the Englith
after the maflacrein 1640” —. .., . ,

¢ The comiiffioh to Meflrs. d’Efnambuc and
.Roiil;ey!;rin 16;3; h&up&e:imkmiﬁonfv)r:. Lucia
it ies neither overy nor the poffef-

fion of it by France at that time, gt only i
them to take pofieflion of St. Chriftopher’s and Bar.
badoes by name. . :
¢« Jtis highly probable, from the manner in which
fuch places are fpecified in the recital, as were then
known to the French within the latitude of the com-
miffion, that St. Lucia was not known to them; or
if they did kmow it, their filence about it in the
eommiflion is fome prefumption that they confidered
- 3t as an Englith ifland. . This fuppofition and inter
ation of this circumftance, in the commiffion of
effrs. d’Efnambuc and Rofley, will be tly
fapported, if we recollect on the one hand St.
Lucia had, at that very time, been difcovered and’
fettled by frefh bodies of fettlers at different times ;.
and

pr——

“ La commiffion Frangoife 3 Meflrs, d'Efnambuc & Rofley ea
2627, ne’éft pay une commiffion pour I'ifle de Sainte-Lucie.

¢¢ Elle n’en fait aucunc meatien & n’implique de la dela
France, ni wne découverte faite, ni une pofleffion decette
ifle ; elle ne fert uniquement qud conférer le pouvoir de pendrepof.’
feffion de Saint-Chriftophe & de la Barbade nomément."’ .

¢ ]l eft méme trés probable vii la mani2re dont on y fpécifie
lesifles qui pour ldrs furent connues aux Frangois dans la latitnde
fur laquelle cette commiffion empiéte, que la Sainte-Lucie leus
éewit inconnue, ou 8'ils en avoient quelque connoiffance, leur fi-
Jence 3 fon &gard dans cette méme commiffion feroit préfumer
quils la mﬁd&m:i:' dés-lors & ar;ec raifon, c:_mm‘c\}nc‘iﬂe .i:.
partenante aux Anglois. Cette préfomption, fondée fur une in-
tepritation seute natwielic; d'was omiffion fi frappante dan‘-c;t
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and was'agaidl, In mevuys}eaﬁ when 'tlﬁbcdmfng!
fiorr was made-out,” granted to'tord' Gaflifle by king
Charles the it o w0 o whaads 200’z 16D
¢ And on-the other;- that ho wviderice s offered
tfany- difeovery by -thé Frenchrof shivor any other
of itheiChtibbee iftands; beforenthe daté 8f thi¥
commiffién & but,-on the 'contritry, 4l :the Frenck
hiftorians place' the. firft' French: difcovéry of any'nf
the Antilles in. this year 16273 and:the ﬁrﬁ @rench’
qlaxm to St. Lucia in 1640.” — . . . . ¢
#¢ - Wie “have “proved-a: feidedm\t angd- conﬁmred
Pom:ﬂion of.S¢. Lucialong befdre 1627 and thete-
fore," how can it' beé treated as wnvifland, which in
 that year wis thre property of niobody ? ‘The French
alledge no difcovery of it previsusite Ahie ' date 1o
this comeviifion, and mot anya&mivMeﬁmu of> 4o
then, but upon the general words of'this commif:
Coovea od, o o s .;’(1’ ﬁ@n@
L R SRR AT i (LY TIT Y Lo TR N
v St o A
commiffion en quefi)lén, ?ren:i un tout zut:e a{fge de'for(e & fa
trouve convertie en_ccnriétion, quahd on on, e,xepene oté‘
u'an témps dont' il $'agit, Ia Sainte-Lucieaveit' ste, ab
lphn\ee parles Anglois, & que leur poffeffion avoit été fomenue,
de temps a autres, par des corps de recrues ou de nouveaux habi-
tins, & que 'l Tuit'i nf&cc*n,omne laa‘n?Ta commiffion "aa @
I.orl Carlifie par fe Roi Chir'es I, IR
« Et-de' I'adtré,'qo"avant:la date de cetteummlﬂion; onsie
frouve aucunie triice’ d’une découverte ansoxfddé céste iflé non
pluy que ' sutune autre des:Caraibed 3 mais qu'au comtsaire tood!
I¢s hioriens Francoi¢ placent la'premiére decouverte Francoifé:«
de quelqu’unier des Ahtilles:diy 8 1a-m€me antiée 1617, &leur pu
mitte prétention fur la Sainte-Lucieen 36.0u::
* 46 Nbus avons prouvéiune d&wmn,"unﬂhhbltmon & ‘anel
pofitffion i de' Saifite-Lucie long-temps avant'}'an 162.7 Com-:
D¢t peut-on done:prétendver que dansicettt méme annie, - cetoen
ifle’#f° auroit €1é la propriéeé de perfonne ? De plus, les Prangois
n'en alléguent ancune décovverte antérievre  la-date de la commp
miflion fes mentionnée, nii méme "ducune! pofleffion- aétuellsy;
& ‘30"» mmq@mmfmmmd’mn%:
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fions and. hew can fugh an evidence, unfitpported

by--any; fubfequent "at -of government,  uncounte-
nanced by any pretence of priority of peflefion,, be
conftrued to be:{uch a taking pofieflion,; as;confers
asight-even §0.a gountry really. wighout: an, owner 2
; #.dn,whatgver manner, one confiders this pretens
tion. of . the. French, it offers only the fhadow, of title,
which difappears at the approach of thay more folid
right produced.by. the Englifh.” — . o oowe
5. & Upon . the whole, therefore, . the title of .the
king, of. Greag-Britain from prior eftablifbment, be-~
inping with- the ear] of Cumberland arid Sir Oliph
E:a,gh?s,jdifcovexy and fettlement, is uniformly. kept
up from time to time, go.the year 1639, when the
Erench hiftorians all admit,, that we wers in the, pof<
feffion -of - St. Lucia 3 in.oppofition to which coyrfe
of evidencs, the Erench hijtorians. fet up nothing,
buticoncur in all, and.tp which, the French coms
miffaries' appofe  nothjng, but. the recisal of the
L. koM.

* I 3 to te

du fein de 1a latitude fertile inférée dans cette méme commifiion;
Or comment peut un pazeil indice, deftitué de tout acte fubfé-
uent de régie, comme de tout prétexte de poflefiion anterieure,
}e trouver converti dans un :&e de pofleffion, & tel qu’il dev:oit
tre -pour acquérir le moindre droit, ft-ce méme fur un pays
qui fe trouveroit, pour lors i I'abandon & deftitué de tout aus
e propriétare ?-
¢« De quelle manitre quon envifage cette prétention des Fran=
gois, elle n'offre qu'une ombre qui s'efface 3" melute "que le
titre folide des Angloisea approche. , .' . - Sy
- ¢ 1] oft donc évident par tout ce qui, précéde, que. le titre de
priprité de pfieffion de la part du Roi de la Grande Bretagae,
commengant par la déconverte. & Jes plantations du Comte de
Cumbesland &.du Chevalier Oliph. Leagh, a éte affermi &
maintenu d’une. mniére uniforme, & par. une fuccefflon dé
temps i .autre jufaques dans I'année 1639, auquel temps les
hifieiriens Frangois conviennent tous que.nous.nous trouviors

«n poficflien de Vifle Salnte-Lucie, fans que les:mémes hiffos

xieqs

\
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commifion to M. I’Efnambuc, their conftru®ion of
which, as making it creative of any right, hasbeen.
fhewn to -be forced and moft indefenfible at theé
fame time ; that if it was in the view of the French
erowi t6 iriclade St. Lucia, as an ifland belon
to France, the proving fach an intention woul
fignify little, as this' ifland wasthenthez
another crown, and could not, in any nz, be
then deemed open to the pofleffion of France., . -
¢ We have now brought down the feveral proofs
- of his majefty’s right, aslow as the year 1640, whexn
Great Britain received the firft confiderable imters
ruption in her poffeffion of this ifland.” [Meaning
an inhuman maffacre of the Englith by the old in-
habitants, the Indians, which happened this year;
#nd forced the furviving Englith ﬁ'omtheirpb,éme:‘n
of this ifland, on which the French immediately
took pofieffion of it; and from this unjuft poffefien
they unded their pretended right to thé
s Although this. on, fo unj taken
the Fmdn,“gwas, dgx?if;ﬁthe time om civil wlz
in England, which lafted feveral Kem after; yét
;:either did the t]l:m;?. mag"ahcr? or the m?; at
ome, prevent the Eng Tom re- eir
right topthis ifland. . I
B [ 13 '

tiens fourniffent rien en oppofition B netre fuite de preuves, par
haguelle nous fommes parvenus & cette- époque de pll.'eﬂio?;
mais couonﬂ?nt éesnéu:ut 3 Péublir & fans que les On}cﬁﬂ'a:u
de Sa Majefté trés-Chrétienne y oppofent quoique ce foit, £ cs
‘mleft Imté en queftion de Ja commiffion de Meff. d’Efnambuc
& Rofley, dont leur interprétation a été démontrée infoltenable 5
tandis qu'en leur allouant un deffein de la courontic de. France,
{'}‘,eompnndu par fous-entente la Sainte-Lucie comme une ifle
bicnflamcs,  L’Gvidence 4'uiie pereille intention me Sgnifi-

- eroit
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¢ It appears from Pere du Tertre, that lord

Carlifle fent over feveral Englithin 1644 and 1645 d.
. . 4 n

v

eroit rien, “puifqu’elle étoit des-lors la propriété d’une autre Cou=
" sonne, & ne pouvoit aucum étre cenfée, ouvertca un pré~
‘tendu a&te arbitraire de pofieffion défignée de la part'de la cou-
sonne de France. : : -
-4« Nous avons préfentement tranfmis les differentes preuves
" dudroit de Sa Majefté jufqu’en 1640 ; cefut durapt Je cours
* de cette année que la Grande Bretagne f:vuﬁit, la premigre inter-
ruption violeate & confidérable dans fa poffeflion del'ifle de
Sainte-Laucie, . )
. ¢ Quoique cette démarche des Frangois fut faite pendant les
trombles d’une guerre civile parmi. les Anglois, ceux~ci .ne
" laifsérent point de réclamer léur droit fur_cette ifle, .nonobftant
le maflacre qu'ils y avoient fubi, & les triftes effets du fort inté=-
tieur de laur patrie, o ) . .
% I confte par le P. du Tertre que le Comte de Carlifle y
envoya plufieurs Anglois en 1644 & 1645, & lui & le P.
_ ‘Labbat avoueqt tous les deux (en conformité des dépofitions an-
nexées au rapport commifforial déja cité plus haut) qug les An-
-glois firent quelques efforts pour fe remettae en pofieflion de
“Sainte-Lucie, "~ ) .
.- ¢ Le P. Labbat rapporte une defcente qu'ils y firent
en 1657, ajofitant qu’ils furent.repouflés par les Francois & forcés
i fe retirer. ’ -
¢ A la reftauration de la Famille Royale, Charles IF
ne fe fentit pas fi-t6t affis for le trone de fes ancétres, qu’il penfa
i revendiquer cfficacement fon droit fur cette méme ifle ; I’ancien
propriécaire Lord Carlifle ayant remis fon oétroi, une moitié¢ du
revenn des ifles Carajbes fut accordée au Lord Willonghby pour
fept ans ; dans laquelle conceffion, par Lettres patentes, Vifle de
Sainte-Lucie eft expreflément nommée ; & dans 'année fuir
vante, lorfque le méme Lord Willoughby fut nommé Gou-
verneur des ifles Caraibes, il lni fut enjoint en termes précis, de
faire valoir le droit de la Grande-Bretagne fur toutes lefdites

é En conféquence de cette inftrution, jl fut fait un
accord en guife d’achat avec les Indiens pour affurer dautant
plos & leur égard, }'ancienna acquifition de Sainte-Lucie, & I'acte
en fut pafié en 1663 ; & Ic mémé Lord Willoughby y ayant

. eavoye
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and both that author and Pére'Libbat' a&no&}lqd g¢,

in'Conformity with the affidavitannéxed; "to the rel
port

-

‘envoyé en conféquerce un Régiment'd¥ trovpes'en 3664, Tous

4a conduite & le eommiandemerit du* Colbrel “Carent) celui-cl’ y
fut retu par lefs natifs d’une manidre fort amicale & conféquente
a cet achat, y proclama le dron dela Grande-Bretagne, en'veprie
Ta poffeffion fur les Ftancoys, k"y ane'a qhtlgue temps comme
‘vice- Géuverneur. .
~ “ Dans' I'année 1665, Ilé fieur: Rebert Cook, ~gentil
Horirme  Anglois, firt gouverﬁew de -Sainfe “Luciey & lord
Frangms Willoughby é:ant venu 3 movrir dans ce(erhp.-)i ‘fon
frefe Williaim Lord Willoighby' Jui fueeédd)i'qui-aying été fait
‘gouverneur de Ja Barbade dans 'année 1666, eut-des mﬂﬂ&mﬁ
précifes pour reftreindre réduire & dépoﬂ!derm fejer” Frm;on
i attentetoit de ‘s"emparer des ifles de {fon gouvernement; cém-
me il paroit par les regiftres & livres d'anndtation dams e buresh
Woffice du confell, ‘oo comm:ﬂ‘aua fuﬁm du comxﬂctee & d:
'p’ant’anon. e : '
¢ Depuls ce temps-13 l fqu au;ourd’hm 1 me de &faeé-
Lucie a toljours é(é confidérée comme dépendante de -la Bar-
bade; & 1 été conflamment inférée commtdie dand toutes les
commrﬂions & inftrudlions relatives 3 ce gouvernemenit,! 'l
* 6 CBux qui 1éAéchifient’ un” moment "fErs * partialité, *far
Yorigine & les circonflances de ‘cc mafficre &' de la fuite bR
guente des Anglois, doivent s’apercevoir & reconnoftre: qutile
Quittérent Sainte- Lucle, temporis eduf3; - & ndn ‘anitho” abfici-
endi. - Ee fi lés Frangois eux-mémes ne I'euffeut ‘perité:anifi en
ce temps-1, ils ne fe fuffent probablement pas tant: preflés ‘&
¥Yemparer de cette me, 3 y fabriquer on fort & 4 y jeter.unt
garhifon 5 ce qui avoit bien I'air (comme le-P. Labbat- t’oﬁeﬁ
avec 1aifon) non paa tant de fe maintenir contre les Indiens, g
contre les natfons Baropéennes ; ce qui veut dire, cqntre ley Ag-
glois'en particulier, pour les empécher de s'y rétablir;: ¢! 1 i v
" ¢¢ Sur l& tout, ‘volci I'etat réel de la queftion dent il-s?agit,’~
"¢ Si les Anglois eaffeat abandonné cette ifle volontairemsent 5!
¢ Que les Francois en euﬁ'cnt pns poﬂ'eﬂion aptes un long&
apparent dlluﬂ'emeht‘ AR catas e
4 Et que Jes Anglom euffent acqukfte d’mtentcmwmamfe&
¥ Jeur poffeflion pendant maintes annéesfscceflives, pouriors Faige
I: © poutroit &re conlés & rigutlé fitafe awrdvlamesctadl
£ duo
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port cited before, that fome endeavours were ufed
by the Englifh to regain St. Lucia, during the tem-
porary po(%eﬂion of the French.

Pere

s - T . — g
du droit de Ja Grande-Bsetagne ; mais aucune de ces circon-
ftances n'exifte, tandis que tout au cofitraire les Anglois furent
expulfés de I'ifle par un maflacre, Jes Francois en prirent occa-
fion de 8’en emparer fur le champ turtivemeot & de 8’y fortifiert
alahite: le filehice ou pluftdt I'inaion des Anglois (quoigu’au
fort d une guerre civile) n’eut licu que pomaun fort petit efpace
de temps. D . e
. 4¢.Pou d’années apres on fit des diligences de la part de la
gouronne Britannique, .pour revendiquer fon droit fur cette ifle
par voiede fait ;' & on lesa conttamment repétées depuls, jufqu’d
se quielle en £dt remife en poflefiion fous le gouvernement de
lord Willoughby & la eonduite du colonel Carew, - :
« ¢ Les commiffaires ‘de fa majefté ont donc encore lieu ief
de: croige & d’efperer qu'aprés une expefition suffi fincéte &
sufli authentique de toutes les circonftances que les commifTaires d&
fa majefts trés Chritienne fe'rangeront 3 1’opinion que I'2poque
de 16,0 n’cft pas plus favorable 3 la prétendve pofieffion da la
couronne de France, fondée fuf V'invafion injufte de M. du Pare
quat, que celle de 16274 1a prétendue priorité de devouverte & de
- Stablifetment, fondée for' la commiffion vague & prématurde-a
Metlis. 4'Efnambuc & Rofley ;& que par ainfi letitre etabli dase
la ecouvonne de la Grande-Bretagne fur I'ifle Sainte-Lacie, ‘n'eft
pas feulemens fondé for une priorité, mais encore fur une'contie
nuité de dsoit, * L Cee :
“ Quant i ce que les commiffaires de fa majefté trés-
theérienne ont allégué par rapport au traité o’ Utrecht, il fuffira
Qabferver en général que quand on-admettroit quavant on au
“¢emps:de ce traité-13, il y wit.dereghef quelque peude Frangois
domiciliés dans I'ifle de Sainte-Lucie, il feroit vodjours vrai
qu'ils yviétoient 3 1infg@ & fans permiffion dv gouvernement de
1a Grande-Bretagne, & par ' conféquent (& mémhe quandils y
awojent été pat tolérance exprefle, ce quin’eft pas) il n’en fauroit
réfulter Je moindre degté de poffeffion en faveus de la Frarce,
ai Jemioindre tart 3 P'ancien droit-de la couronne Britannique fi
bien affermé & 'reconnu par le traité de Breda & tcus ccux qui
Vomeonfirméd et égarg, © ./ - -

ot

Comme
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-« Pere Labbatrelates a defcent made by the En

lithin 1657, when, he fays, they were beauenoﬂg‘

A “ Upon

¢ Comme tout ce qui s'cft pafié depuis eft d°une date
fraiche & trop ptéainqn Iui-méme pour étre allégué de pa:z
d’autre en aflertion de droit fur cette ifle, les commiffaries de fa
majeté en fupprimeront le détail dins ce mémoire ; ils ebferve-
sent feulement que le feu Roi George 1. avoit eu grande raifon
d’étre étonné de Pettentat du maréchal I'Eftrées fur Sainte-

Lucis autour-de Pennée 1719, fous prétexte d’une conceffion

- du Rei tréschréden; & quoique ce digne prines, pour pré-
forver la hoack r&':tdbﬂi rqzie;m lu?suk n;:fu‘u, en; ta'modé-

ration de f& p t propof€ par le régent du royaume

de France ;- favoir, ?e lemonde que le araréchal d’Eﬂr’Z’a’m}t

.y faire Sainte-Lucle vuideroit cette ifle, & que

- toutes eboﬁ;:}fetmn‘ t mwm Pétat l:) ;5:. :;émmm froa-

vées avant fon expédition, '3 ce que le droit de pr de
Vifle ferolt vérifié.de part ou-d’avtre; i ne’n faureit téfulter au.
€une apparence dé validité en faveur de la conceffion gratuite en
mal fondée du .roi-trés-ehrétien au maréchal fis-nommé, non
-plus qu’aucune ‘apparénce préjudiciable au titre de fa majefé
Britannique 4 I'égard de I'ifle de Sainte-Liscie. -

. + 1% Le confentement d*une courénne pour foGxmettre up droiy
quelcongue ':‘;'l;:"fu“e & i la décifion dune difcuffion im-
partitle & amicale 3 la réquifition & poiif ne pas rompre en
wvifidre aux pretentions'd’une autre couronse, bien loin d’indi-
quer un doute du droit, et ¥n effet d’équité & de politefle, &
en méme temps un figne manifefte de fa confiance dans la bomé
& la juftice de fa caufe.

;. ¢¢.Les commiffaires du roi de la Grande-Bretagne ont achevé
de parcourix 1hiftorie, -& de démontrer I'acquifition & la pré-
fervation du. droit ancien, -uni & manifefte de fa majefté fur
Vifle de Sainte-Lucie. : ¢

. ¢ On a fait voir que ce droit a été commencé & établi par une
découverte & des plintations, maintes anriées avant que les fujete
de fa majcfté trés-chrétienne (de 1'aveu des hiftoriens Frangois
méme) euffent aucune connoiffance des ifles Caraibes.

. ¢ Que ce droit, a été préfervé, maintainu, sevendiqué &
rafluré par - tous les ales d’autorité poffibles, & par towtes les
démarches-requifes de 1a part d’un gouvernement Ph“‘l'a':
. . m

-
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« Upon the refloration of the royal family,
Charles the fecond no fooner found himfelf feated
in the throne of his anceftors, than he began to
think of effe&ually vindicating his right to this
ifland, and the antient propmetor Lord Carlifle
having furrendered his patent, one moicty of the

revenue

méme en certains temps, an de-li que fa foiblede paflagire &
des conjon&ures facheufes ne fembloignt le permettre. ,

¢ On a eu foin de faite voir cn méme temps, que les come
miffaires de fa majefté tres-chrétienne n’ont eu riea i oppofer
3 ce droit, qu'une prétendue découverte &.défignée pofieflion
ancienne, que leurs propres hiftoriens recufént & détruifent, &

dont ils n’alleguént eux-mémes aucun indice diftin& ou valable. - .

¢ Une pofleflion acquife fur les Anglols, auffi paflay
qu'injuftement fondée‘?\?r une conjonéure trop onéreufe pw‘rhl:
épéter, & enfin une interprétation des plus controuvées & des
plus contraires i la lettre, 3 I'intention & i I'efprit des traités
allégués. : '

¢« De forte que les commifaires de fa. majefié dnt la fatisface
tion de fe crqire fondés 3 pouvoir conclurge, comme ils svoient
commencé en affirmant que la prétention d'un droit quelconque

fur I'ifle de Sainte-Lucic, et awfli mal congle de la partdela -

couronne de France, que le droit de propricté, de poffeffion &

de fouveraineté fur cette méme ifle, eft réellement & foli

établi dans la couronne de 1a Grande Bretagne. .
¢« Il refle une obfervation i faire aux- commiffaires de fa

majelté, que fa majefté trgs-chiétienne eft copvenne, en con- '

féquence du.traité de paix & d’amitié, conclu 3 Aix-la-Cha~
pelle au dix-huitidme jour d’o@obre 1748, d'évacuer I'ifle de
Sainte-Lucie, & d'en renvoyer les prétentions de droit i la dé=
cifion de commiffaires qui feroient noromés pour cet effet de past
& d’autre par les deux puiffances refpectives; de forte que les
commiffaires de fa majefté Britannique ofent préfumer, en con-
formité de leur devoir & pour leur part, que la fus-meationnée
déclaration finale de (2 majefté trés-chrétienne, aliéguée en con-
clufion du mémoite des commiffaires de fadite majefté, ne fave
soit & ne doit étre interprétée que d’une manijre cempatible
avec la convention folemnelle exiftante entre les deux couronnes,
par laquele tout droit & toute prétention i I'égard de lifie de
Sainte: Lucie a été fodmife i une difcuffion libre, biea intco~
tioanée, impansiale & définitive,”” -
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revenue of thecaribbee Hlands as granted to Lord
Willoughby for feven years, in whicl% ant St. Lucid
is exprefsly named ; and in the year fo%}owing, upon
Lord Willoughby's being appointed governor of the
carribbee iflands, he was particalarly;inflruéted to
affert the right of the crown of Great.Britain, to all
the faid iflands.

. ¢ In confequence of thefe inftru&tions, an agree-

ment has made with the Indians for the purchafe of -

St. Luciain 1663; and the faid Lerd Willoughby
fending a regiment there in 1664, under the com-
mand of colonel Carew, he was kindly received by
the natives, afferted the Britifh right to the ifland,
regained " the pofleflion of it from the French and
remained there for fome time deputy governor.” ...,

*¢ In the year 1665, Robert Cook, E\f}; was go-
vernor of St. Lucia, and Lord Francis Willoughby

dying about this time, he was fucceeded by his bro-

ther William :Lord: Willoughby, who being made
govemor-of Barbadoes in the year 1666, was parti-
cularly infiruted to fireightén, diftrefs and difpofiefs
any of the French king’s fubjefts, who might at-
tempt to.poffefs themlelves of the Iflands under his
government, as.appears by the records.and books
of entries'in- the- offiee of the afore mientioned com-
miffioners for trade and the plantations.” From that
time to'this day, the ifland of St. Lucia, has always
Deen reputed a dependance upon the goverment of
Barbadoes ; and as fuch has conftantly been inferted
in all tommiffions and inftructions given to the go-
yetnors of Darbadoes finee-that time.” . . , . !
© ¢ Thefe who impartially refle® one moment on
the rife and circumftances of the maffacre, and flight

of the Englith, muft fee and acknowlenge that they

left St. Lucia, temporis canfis & non aninio abjiciend: :
4hd, indeed, had not the French themfelves at that
~time confidered it in this light, they would hardly
' "7 have



(55) 1759
bave nradg, o much hafte in taking poffeffion of it,
erelting a_ fart and eftablifhing a garriion there,.
which, as father, Labbat jultly obicrves, had an
apparent, view, notonly to maintain fuch Pofleflion
againt the, Indjaus, .but to gr:vcn; the Englith, or
any other European ntiop from making any fettle-
ment there.” .o, . .,
.« Upon the .while, the cafe really ftands thus:
had the Englifh yoluotarily abandoned this 1(land.
Had the Erench P‘{?ﬁ‘-‘l themfelyes of it ppona

a;;ld,cqnfli‘q;cd,befexdonm AP "xh"" .
.. That pofleflion.being acquicfced in by the Eng-
lifh for fqvqtafpmﬁvq years, the ygar llfﬂ-" might
Jhave been fafal to the Englith clﬁlm,i but ‘all thefe
circumftances are wanting; the Enghth were forced
out of the ifland by 2 maflacrethe %rcnch ook that
opportunity of inftantly ftealing poffeflion of it: even
the filence of Great Britain afterwards, though in the
midft of a civil war, was but for a very fhort time..,

« Expeditions ‘were undertaken, ' within _few
years, for the recovery of it; and the right.of the
crown ‘of Great Britain was, from that time, conti-
nually afferted, until it was regaiged by Colonef
Carew. . e

¢« The commiffaries of Great Britain cannot bus
hope and believe, ‘that upon this fair' repre{éntation
of the whole matter, the French commiffaries will be
of opinion, that France has no better title from its
wlurpation in 1049 than ithe has upon the firt conZ
fiderati n of prior eftablifiment, grounded upon
the vaguc and premature commiffion of Meflieurs
d’Efnambuc and qu{ex ;.and, confequently, the titley
vefted in the crown of ér_eilt Britain to the ifland o
St. Lucia, is not only founded upon the prioritys
but.alfo on a continuation of the ngat.” q"

:aljo on a conhipuaton o : e

o
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- ¢-As to what is alledgd by his moft chriftian
majefty’s commiffaries, with refpe&t to the treaty of
Utrecht, it may fuffice to obferve in general, that
admitting there miiht have been fome few French -

. families upon St. Lucia, previous to that treaty;
they were there without the knowledge or confent
of tlé: c;rownl;e of ?gea:&Britain. ﬂYeI!l;ilg canﬂ;n:t,‘in
an , be confidered asa on on rt
ofyFmirceee, in prejudice of thl:oright vefted inp:he
crown of Great-Britain by the treaty of Breda,

s As the tranfaltions, fince that time, are of fo
Iate a date, that they caniot be alledged on either .
fide in fupport of a title to this ifland, the faid com-

" miffarjes will not make a minute recapitulation of
- them : they will only obferve, that his late majefty
had great reafon to be furprized at the attempt made
upon St. Lucia by the marfhal d’ Eftrées, about the
year 1719, under colour of a grant from his moft
chriftian majefty : and though his faid majefty, to
preferve a good underftanding between the two na-
tions, was then content to enter into the expedient
fed by the regent, namely, that the people,
m‘iib{mie faid marfhal, fhould-be withdrdwn,
and all things put in the fame flate they were in
. before that expedition, till the title go this ifland
fhould be, decided ; no confequence ought to be
drawn, from this conceffion, to the prejudice of his
» majefty’s right to the poffeflion of this ifland. -
" 4 A conlent in one crown to fabmit any right to
enquiry and difcufion, in compliance with the requeft
ang claims of another, being rather an argument of
her confidence than her diftruft of that right.
¢ The commiffaries of the king of Great-Britain
bave now gone through the hiftory of his majefty’s
ancient, uniform, and clear right, to the ifland of

t. Lucia.
' “ They

o,
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% They have fhewn that this right began, and'
was eftablifhed, by a difcovery and fettléments made
maity years before the French, upon the teftimony’
of their own writers, had any knowledge of the
Caribbee iflands. .

« That this right has been uninterruptedly con-
tinued and kept up by all proper and fufficient a&s’
of government. H : :

¢« They have been careful, at the fame time, to
make it appear, that the commiffaries of France
have nothing to oppofe to this right, but pretences
of early difcovery and pofieflion, which thejr own
hiftorians overturn. . : -

“ Ora temporary fettlement, gained by an ufur-
pation, which the Iaw of nations will not juttify, or
a remote conftru®ion of treaties; inconfiftent with
both the letter, intention, and {pirit of them.

¢ And, therefore, they think themfelves war-
ranted to cenclude, with a renewal of that affertion
they began' with, that the right to the ifland of St.
Lucia, 15 not in the crown of France, but in the
erown of Great:Britain. '

s¢ It remains only for Jis mijefty’s commiffaries
to ohferve, that - his moft chriftjan majefty having
agreed, in confequence of' the treaty of peace ang
friendfhip, concluded - at Aix-la-Chapelle the 18th
of  ©OQober. 1748, N.S. to evacuate the ifland of
§t. Lneia ; and ‘to refer the determinstion of its
night; to the'decifion’ of commiffaries to be named
en the part of both powers for ‘that purpofe ; his
majefly’s: commiffaries do prefyme, as it is their
duty on- their pait, -that: the above-mentioned final
declaration of his'moft ¢hriftian majefty, fet forth
in the conclufioh “of the French commiffaries mie-
forigl, cannot, nor ought not; to have any other’
eonferution, than whatis confiftent with' the folemn
- D ‘agreement
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igreement entercd into by both crowns ; by which
all right and all pretenfions, with refpeét to the
ifland of St. Lucia, were fubmitted to a free, candid
impartial, and definitive difcuffion.”

This point concerning St. Lucia, however, was
never abfolutely determined ; for the French court
would never admit the prior rights and juftifiable
¢laims.of the Englifh, -becaufe tiey were refolved at
all events to feize thafe iflands and hold them-
in pofleflion, well knowing the great value of
them : and at this time a third difpute was arrived
at fuch a height, and become fo extremely critical,
that the conferences about the neutral iflands ceafed,
when the attention of both courts became entirely
warped another way. This is the difpute concern-
ing the lands on the Ohio, a river which rifes in
Penfylvania, and running 2 courfe of 400 miles
through Virginia, &c. falls into the river Miffi-
fippi on the bordersof North Carolina. In ordey
to clearly undgr{tand this difpute," we muft once
more return to the temporary.peace of Aix la
Chapelle, that famous epocha, lP:n after which
broke out all the differences which kindled up this
bloody and extenfive war. Itis neceffary to obferve,
that :Ke French had no communication with Canada,
but:by a long and dangerous paffage up the .siver
St. Lawrence, which 1s open but half the year;
‘and Canada’ extending a great way into the conti-
nent, becomes contiguous to feveral vaft deferts and
fine lakes, which border on the back of the Britith
colonies, and by which they trade with the Indians.
The French had long conceived an opinion, that if
they could unite Canada to Louifina, they fhould have
as cafy and direét 3 communicaton with Europe as
the Englith. To execute this projed, they z ized

two
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on the .whole territory which lay between .their
two colonies, and began to ere& forts, in order 6.
fecure this - illegal capture. Thefe forts were fo
fituated as to make a curve line, and hem in all the
Britith fettlements by being-on their backs ; ferving
at the {ame time to exclude them from all commu~
nication with the Indians: and here lay the founda- -
tion of that more latent aim, which was nothing.
lefs than hoping one day to extirpate the Emﬂi{
entirely from the whole continent of North ~
rica. When the French began to forefee that their
defigns on Nova Scotia would, for the prefent, be
f,mﬁa » they renewed without lofs of time this
yxoje&; which, though it had been near acentury
in agitation, néver ed the Englith- till this
yeriod; when the French had drawn over to their:
intereft the Iroquois, and advanced over the Apalae
chean mountains, and pretended a right to the
weftern confines of Penfylvania and Virgmnia. Now
it fhould be remembered, that the Iroquois, or fix
nations, with all their fubjeéts, were by’ the treaty
of Utrecht, agreed to be theallies of Great.Britain,
The fiveoriginal confederate nations are the Senckas, -
Cayugas, Onondagas, Oncedas and Mohawks ; the
Tufcarres, Miffufagos, and other trihes, are fince
incorporated with them, thesefore all the land, fouth
of the river St. Lawrence, is the original property:
of the five nations, with theiralligsand wibutaries ;
and by treagies made and rengwed with the Iudiar;:‘.;
his Britannic majefty’s fubje@ts had.a ri,gbx,otl'd;o -
feflion from, lake Enie to the Chikafas en the Mifii-
l‘i,ppi. In this fpagious country, fonth of New.
ark and eaftof 13lge Erie, rifes the Ohio, w‘(hr::i
the mnﬁrich‘:nd de phaig:jn o?ro:'hdledf'iw =
countriey in the world, A its branches” dwe
the, SBOW;!;OI) or thiattcanasg,6 sa very a\pl;nv.etx:hl
y W ut the year 1 were all either -
people e year 1685 deitroye
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dcftroyed or driven out by the Twi htwees, who
fettled in their room, Xf this fpagom countty’
> adoins to Virginia, Colonel Wood, -who dwelt on
the falls of John’s river in 1654, femt proper
perfons over the Allegheny mountains, < who traded:
with the natives and engaged them in- an alliance
with Great Britain ; mean time the French in 1699,
made a fettlement at the mouth of the MififEpp:, .
agrd baving opened a- commiunication bétween that’
and Canada, began to form a defign of joining thefe
#wo colonies together, by means .of the Ohio and
‘Wabath ; but notwithftanding this proje&, -the
Englith ooqtmned their traffic with the Indians.—
And Colonel Spotfwood, ‘the governer eof Virginia,
z 1716, forme;la d::xi n-of m agompany
r that e, W ‘was 0 HY and' ;
though h:du?t)oheen then profecuted, the OIu?iml he
have been fettled before this, with leave of : the in--
habitants, and. the prefent difiraltion’ prevedted ;'
for in 1725 the Twightwees, of their own accord,’
repaired to New York and Albasy to-tiade with the
Englith, and to renew their former alliance —This-
begat a defire of teviving Spoifwood’s foheme; and,
in 1730 endeavours weré ufed ito. ebtain a grant
from: the crown of -the lands on the-Ohio, "171'0-
~were made to tranfport large numbers:-of
Palatines to fettle: them. But this “attempt 'was:
again frufirated, and the projeét lay neglefted: tlt
. %40, wher #t:was too late to put-it in exécution, as’
zlpeanby the event; a grant-of 600;060 acre§~m

s country being then made ont to Mr.:Han
and certain oﬁm’mﬁd\anﬁs, and: others d’Vh‘g: a{

andfloaaon, who Mibcited -under the'“tiflé of ' the
my Thegovernor of  Canadi; siarnied
ata: ﬁep mldlferzevcr have deprived l;:s‘na-' '
m of dxe admugwmﬁng fmm gbe'tizde‘ ‘

TV e (;
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the Twightwees, and by which the commaunitation
{o beneficial to the colonies of Louifiana and Canada,
woali have been cut off, in 1750 wrote to the
governors of New York and Penfylvania,” acquaint-
ing them tiat-our Indian traders had incroached on
their territories, by trading with thetr Indians; and

. thar if. they did not defift he fhould be obdliged tb
“feize themr-wherever they were found. This meffage,
~ however' peremptory, did not divert the Ohib
comparty from caufing a firvey to be. made df the
«country as far as the falls of that river. But while
Mr. Gift; employed for that purpofe, was in his
'pmlgrefs-inrtheifpring 1751, fome French parties
with their Indians feized four Englith traders-ant
varried them to a fort which tliey were building-oh
“one of the branches of lake En€.+ * The Englifh,
who were fcattered about the country, alarmed at the
<apture of their brethrer retired to the Indian towss
for fhelter ; and the Twightwees refenting the
w~iolence done to'their allies, affembled to the numbéer
‘of .5 or 600, and feouréd the woods till they found
three French traders, whem they fent toPenfylvahis.
| < L R I

o

-grant of their lands, feems evident from thefe ¢cir¢umftancey.
When Mr, Gitt, in 1751, was furveying the country-along ¢
‘Ohio for the comvany, he. was very” careful to.conceal bls
defign from the Incians, who were no lefs fufpicious and inquig-
tive ; at Log’s town particulurly the Delawares wanted much fo
kaow his bufinefs, and he not anfwering readidy th'ey'ﬂi!}fe’&éﬂ
be came to fet-le their lands, and made ufe of many threals';
‘but at Jemgth they were pacified By ‘a pretended meffage $wra
tre King ot England. . _ - : R ek
. - 1 /Thefe poox people were tranfported to Old France; and tds-
fined Like felo: s in a jail at Rechélle ; till the ear) of Albemai®,
the Brurith Ambaffad 1, procured their deliverance by reprefeata-
tions ; ahd ‘hen the Freiich court had the afforance o fell him
they were rclealed mercly out of compliment to his Lutdfhip,

D3 - That

* That the Indians were never confulted with refpedt-to :%:



1752 (62) .

That party of French which feized the fourEng-
lifh traders was commanded by the fieur de Celeron,
.and confilted of ftveral hundreds of armed Cana-
dians and Indians, fent by the marquis de Ia
Jonquierc, then Governor of Canada. - iNo a&t of
Aolility on the part of the Englith {uceceding the

. .capture of thefe uaders, the French pro,ceedged to
Jeize the whole country at the back of the Englith
_provinces. They immediately fent feveral detach-
.Jments of troops, who pofted themfelves at diffurent
.places ; and particularly one larger body .than the
.reft, commanded by the ficur «fe St. Yierre, who
_encamped on the fouth fide of lake Erie. In March,
1752, M. de la Jonquiere died, by which -the
defigns of the French, for this year, were in a great
,mea.ure fruftrated ; byt he was fucceeded by the
marguis du Queine, an enterpiiziug genius, whe
arrived in May.. The troops of Canada were foon
.afterwards put in motion, the forts which bordered
-on the Englifh fettlements, and others: which were
-in, them, were fupplicd withall fcrts of ammunition
and ftores and an addjtional number of men. . ‘The
detachments. which Jonquiere Liad fent out wére re-
jnforced, agd particularly that under the fieur de
St. Pierre who was ordered to maintain his poit and
‘take up his winter quarters where he was encamped.
-He built a fcrt there, and took every precaution 1
:his power. He ereQed arother tort, to which he

- -afterwards removed, on a navigab’e river, called

“Beef river, one of the branches of the Ohio, about
.15 miles from that on ake Erie, by which two forts,

.and the fort at Niagara, which had been greatly
improved, together with another new fort -erefted

-at the conflux of the rivers Ohio and Wabache, the

French completed their defign of opening’ and fecur-

“ipg a copmunication between Louifianaand Canzda ;
R ' ~ for

» . : e

'{;.
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for they might now travel, and tranfport goods, by
water from Quebec to New-Orleans and back again,
without any land carriage, except abont 10 or 13
siles at Niagara, in order to avoid the great cata-
ra& in that river, and 1 miles frem their fort upon

. the fouth fide of the lake Eric, to their fort upon
Beef .river, and two or three portages of a few
yards only, in order to avoid the falls or ripling
fireams, in the two great rivers S, Lawrence and
Ohio. There now remained bu: to extirpate the
Englith totally out of the coantry. .

When Mr. Hamil'on, Goverror of Penfylvania,
was informed of thefe proceedings, he lnid before
the affembly a fcheme (in order to fecure the lands
on the Ohio) for ere&ting truck-houfes, which were
to ferve in a double capacity, both as fhops and
forts, for the fecarity and conveniency of the Eng-
lith traders. The propofal was approved of, and
-money granted for that purpofc ; bat as the means
propofed for raifing them were not complied with,
rothing was dene, and the French continued to
firengthen themielves without interruption. Mr.
Dinwiddie, governor of Virginia, next took the
alarm. He, on the laft day of O&ober, 1753,
wrote to the fiear de Pierre, complaining of fundry
late hoftilities, and defiring to know by what antho-
rity an armed force had marched from Canada and

‘invaded a territory indubitably the right of the
king of England.. Major Wathington was the
hearer of this letter. He returned with an anfwer
from the fieur de St. Pierre, dated at the fort on
Beef river, 15 December 1753, of which ¢he follow-
ing is ah exact tranflation : S

“ As I have the honour to command here in
£, chief, Mr. Wathington delivered me the letter,
* which you dirsted to: the.commandant of’the
. . D, < French

~
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French troops. I fhould have been pléafed if you
had given him orders, or if he himfelf had beea
difpofed, to vifit Canada and our gemeral ; to
whom, rather than to me, it properly apertains
to demonftrate the reality of the King my mafter’s
rights to lands fituated along the Ohio, and to
dijpute the pretenfions of the ng of Grest
Britain in that refpe&,

« 1 fhall immediately forward. your lettg# to Monﬁ
le marquis du Quefne. His anfwer will be a law
tome : and if he dire@s me to commaunicate %
to you, T affure you, Sir, I fhall’ ncglé& nothin
that may be neceffary to convcy it to you wng
expedition,

"« As to the requifition you muke (thatl Fetire

[{s

with the troops under my command) F cannet
believe myfelt under any obligation to fabmit % -
it. I am here, .in virtue of my generals orders}

and I beg, Sir, you would not doubta moment
of my fixed refolution to conform to them, with
all the exatitude and fleadinefs that- m:ght be
expetted frem a better officer. . )
. l do not know that, in-the conrfc of this

campaign, any thing has paffed that can be
efteemed an a& of hoftility, er contrary . to the

treatios fubfifting. between the. two crowns ; thé’
continuation of which is as intereftingand. plea {:5

to usy as it can: be to the Englih. Ifit
-been, agreeable to you, Sir, in this refpe&, tb

have magde a particular detail of the fafts which
occafion your complaint, I fhould ‘have had the
honoyr; of anfwering: yeu in tic moft- explick
manner; and T am perfuaded you woddhavc
had rdafor-to be farished.

¢ L. have taken particular care to Nceive My,
Wathmgson. with: all the diftinétion; fuitabie ta
* your

»
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< yowr dignity, and to his ity and great merit..

. & { flatter myfelf that he m,do mcst;?x;jp&ice,
¢ and join with me in tefifying the profound refped
‘FWidl,whiéI‘m. P [ . B ,,':v‘f“ b
. -« S8IR, | Lo e

¢ Your moft humble and - "
.¢ moft obedient fervant, o
¢ Legardeur de St. Pierre.’!

c e
On receipt of this refolute anfwer Mr. Dinwiddia
made inftant complaint. tp: the miniftsy at Londpn 5
and by . alarming fpeeches laboyred to rouze the
Virginians into a vigarous oppofidon. He wrote
allo ¢o the peighbouring governors, importuning the
aid of the other golonies for rapelling the invafion,,
and ereting. a fort at the confluence of the Ohig
aud Monangahela. An immediate jun&ion in fuch
meafures became abfojucely neceflary. But the
g':loni,es, alas ! were funk into a profound lethasgy.
hey. were infenfible of the threatening danger ;
coufiding - in their own numbers, they contemngd
the power of Canada. Accordingly when applica-
sion was made to them for fuccours to Virginiae
sonformable to direCtions from the miniftry, fome
of the provincial affemblies, particularly thofe of
Penfylvania and New York, feemed to queftion his.
Majefty’s title. to the lands ufurped by the French..
Others, to avoid their fhare in. the burden, framed.
the moft trifling excufes. New York, however,.
voted goool. currency in aid of Virginia ; which,..
sonfidering her own fitnation and approaching
diftrefs, was no ‘ungenerous contributien. The
French in-the mean time coatinuing every day to-
gather firenggh, complants ene after another werg
sgnflantly fent over to the miniftry, who, atlength,,
difpatched orders for all t:l‘\)e provinces to repel for;c
5 4
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By force 3 but it has been afferted that thefe orders
were élogged with this -remarkable reftaétion, &
Juré you.do it on the undoubied tervitories belonging 1o the
Britfb'cronun. - Now the fcene of action was in the
territories difputed : thus the fame orders gave,.and”
took away from them, the power of defending them-
felves. However Mr.Dinwiddie judged thatthe terri-
tories ditputed belonged to the Britith crown, therefore:
he proceeded in hisrefaludon of erecting a fort for the

rotettion of the frontiers. The conftru&ion was
gegun ‘on- the place - h¢ inttended ;5 but ‘the marquis
du Quedne being informed- of thedefign, ofdered
M. Contretecur, -who ‘had facceeded the- ficur -de
St.- Pierre at: Beef river, to fruftrate it direGdy,
That officer matched with 1000 men and 18 pieces:
of cannon for this purpofe; he pufhed on to a place:
¢alled ‘Logg’s town, - which he defireyed, ‘togethes-
with all the block and truck houfes, &c. to: the
amount of -20,000l: then he proceeded to the_ river
Monangahela, where he dillodged -captain Trent,
who had only 33 men ; and a .nttle farther, hefound
the conftruction and traces of the fort, which, on
his approach, had been abandoned by the worlk:
men. Here he encamped, and finding -the fitnation
fo-advantageous for commanding all the country on
the Ohib, he ordered the fort to be finithed ; and, in
honour of the governor of Canada, he called it
fort du Quefne.  In the mean while orders came

. from England to the Governors of the Britith fettle-
. sents in America, to.form a kind of political cen-
federacy, to which every province was to contri-
bute a quota ; and the governor of New York was
diretted to hold an interview with the chiefs of the-
€x nations, and to endeavour 20 bring them off froin
the French intereft, his majeity having ordered.a.
. . . mn‘

-
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confiderable fum o{‘ k1"'1:“1?11eyt;;\'lb{g laid out in prefents
for that. pairpofe.’ b this fcheme: of ' a-political
anion ‘was. the be&mnfimwconld be purfited in
the prefent fitaation of -the .Britith - fertiemants yet
. ithad pot the effelt that was.expeded . from it
The.co s between the igovernor of. New York
snd the Indian: ch¥efyof the fix mationd, .which was
held ‘at; Albany, -was bur thin sof Indians ; and
though'all the. Britifh fetdements had commifioners
there, ryetithe mecting made bus little impreffion on
the fiyages :* howsver,. the Virgi. ians refolved . ta
exert themiclves in procaring the means of defence.
They raifed. goo;men, the command of which was
given to colowel, Wathington; who, in: the month
of May, began his march for the great méadowson -
the Ohib. -While au his march he was attacked by .
4 French detachment commanded by M. de Jumon-
yille, whom he totally defeated ; foon after, he was
joined by captain Trent : when he came to-the great
mezdows he began to.ere& a fart, to which he gave
she.name of forr Neseffity, witha propriety. adapted

i |

. - . . B J B
-2 % They were pestbaded, however, by force of prefents, to
Tenew their tregties with the Englifh ; but: the remembrance of -
thefe promifes were foon worn off by the arts of French mif«
fionaries. The Indians generally form their conaexions with
the Europeans according 10 the opinion they had of their power ;
in this refpeét the Frerich had vreat advantages over the Englith
by their jefuits and priefis, who had been 1aughwall the arts, of
working upon the fears, the paffions, and the prejudices of thofe
favages. The Englith, on the contrary, were in this important
refpe@ exiremely indolent ; their clergymen fent to America
were geneially fuch as threugh  their vices or ignorance could net
exrn aliving in their own country, and no kind of application
was gisea them to win over the Indians, . R

: : De. - . o
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awd&&mwﬁeudou, as the grdnt netithcemstd‘
mwmmma ‘but;’ before it ‘was
ﬁmihnd Contracseur havxig.rmd .many reins
e ho iiﬁndtwd» ”tegnlarsaz
mmncﬂw was 9 <
ioo kidiens ta diflodge colonel’ ;ﬂmg:mﬁeﬁm
he fhould be joined by the forces fipm waM
for. which he, was: thon waiting;snd whish
to have beert with him when he bognhwmndh
De Villiers atsacked fort Neceffity on the 34 didye of
bandeafta ‘ fa Saind obliged colonstWafh-
y fis at iuper Iy €0
ington toxg“ m,om the ' Colonel obminerd
‘hobounrable. xoondmons for himfelf and dhe. tHopa
The Englith.loft about 4o mens the lofs of the
French ‘was never. known. ‘Jt was obferved that
they were .affifted by a confidesable sumber 'of
Ind:ans who-had Jong been. i thé Engtith alliance §
not a few of .them were knowit 20-be Dekwms;
Shawnefe and Irgquois.. Though Wyfhin
the ergunans publifhed a very pompous, falﬁs
dccount of this adtion, yét 1t s’ ccrtam it had a
very bad effe& upon the Englifh intersft in- Anverica,
. Notwithftanding the Fréach commander had engaps
ed by the: cepitulation to do 41I' he could t6 prevent
lifh fromh being infulted by the favages, yet
the latter, whofe ideas of other people are always
found to he accordmg to their own power, plunders
ed the baggage and attacked the Englifh in their-
fetreat, killing fome and fcalping others. Thuy
did the French remain mafters of the field4 the
Jndians wese rivetted ih their defetion, and the
frontiers expofed through the ii-timed parfimeuy of
- the“provinces, who did net obey -their orders. The
e enemy;
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ey, ‘on the oter hand; wilsly impreved the
grefem- atbrntage, and 'tfaﬂed“fo};s m‘me'w
themfdivesahe quie pofieflion efthnt fertibe courtry,
tHow eviddnt ¢hen was -the neceflity of wmiting'the
power: of.che Brithh - colomies.! ‘The plave feom
witich Waingron hiud ‘beon driven was undoubrediy
i the Bridfls territory:: .and when the true. fiate of
theaffiair came to be ksown at London, :his majefty
Sufloiatted <he: ear] of Albemasie to reprefent 1t at
the cotirt of France s\ formal breath-of the peace }
Bug oo fatifadery: snfwar was obraineéd. .'The
Enpdific :miniftry, “Howdwer, weve averle to war }
and notwithfidnding the: Freneh envrouchmients and
koftilides, they hoped o fattle all difputes:by ne;

timion. [t is true tey were at this time i a ticklith
firuxtion 3 M. Pelham - was lately dead, and fome
how or othdr a few perfons ® were taken into the
adminiftration, who wer€ far -from ‘being agreedble
to the cogulated body which had lately Joft its head.
It was fome timte befote the adminiftration wers

fertled ; although the majotity were againft enterin

Y0 a war} yet the people faw, from the nature

the Frenclvenercachiments and hoftilitiesin America;

that che nation'was on the eveiof one. -~ -
- While Xhe eohgrefs was hieM dt Albany, governoe
Shitlty, ‘ever jealons of French machinatiens, pro-
ceeded with 1000 men to the river Kennebcc,'in

¢ aiansh e L

* % .. Prtc at this time was pay-mafter of the forces, and it
Wras generally thought that lre was the teading man of this party,
whofl great aim feemed te be to intreduce an uaiform tyfiem
iato the affairs of government.. The changes were, the Duke
of Newcaftle firft lord of the treafury, Sir Thomas Robinfon
fecretary of ftate, Mr. Legge chancellbr of the éxchequer, Mr.
Ototke Grenville treaurer of the navy, and Mr. Charles Town-
fhead acommMener of the board of admiralty. N

- ew




1755 . {70)

New England ; and ere&cd forts, steonvenient dif
Adnces,; 30 fiop ‘the- progeels of the Frewch onthat
querter; o fecure. the pofleffion of. thet country,
.which wad in great danger ffom the FrenchatQuebec
and-Grown Point; and t0 ie€el a folid fiiendthip
with the eafiers Indians, .The ‘remainder of this
year was_chiefly. fpent.in repeated reprefentations o
“the minifiry, réfpedling’ the :dangerous. fituation of
the Englith colpnies ;:.and.the: sbfolute. peceflity;of
2. powesful. aflitance from.Grest Britain, ito-defead
she.ambitiqus, defighs,of .the:French.court, s .ucs 5.7
- ./Early in the year »7 5. he French be‘gancto preé
pare:a firong fquadson, . end a-number of: tratfpoxts
1o cayry troops to-Asverica ;- 85 well: to- fupport the
encreachments. thez. had.. made,, as t0 make larget
and more ¢onfiderable;ones, - Notwithflanding thefs
‘preparations were addwally, making, and the donfes

nce proved,. that this was the view 5 yet did;the -
g;ch miniftry, with- the ot unparrallelled efs
frontery, at this time pofitively aflert, that no;prepas
mtions were making, and that no hoftility. was in-
tended by them againft Great Britain or her depens
dencies. Thefe affurances werse generally. commu<
ni€ated, to the. Britith miniftry -by the duke, of ,Mire-
poix, the Freich ambaffador, who was- himbelf fo
farunpofei?o? thas he believed them to be. fin-
cere,. and did all in his power 10 prevent-a rupture
between the two nations., The preparations, how-
ever, became fo notorious, that they could be no
longer concealed, and Mirepoix was upbraided at St,
James’s with being infincere, and the proofs of his
court’s double dealing was laid before him. He ag
peared to be ftruck with:them; and complained bat-
terly of his being impofed upon ; he went in perfon,
: aver
oy &

T
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over to France, where he reproached the miniftry
far having ade hir:their tool. They referred him
to their king, who ordered him to return to England
with frefh affurances of friendfhip; but he had
fearcely delivered -them, when undoubted intelli- -

ence came, that & .French fieet. from Breft and
- Rochefort was ready to fail, with a great number of
land forces an. board. .Upon this a very hot prefs
was begun upon tke river, and in all the out-
of England, and continued both.for feamen and
landmen, till, befidesthe ordinary craizers and guard+
fhips for . the .defence of the Englith coaft, eleven
" fhips of the line,:: with oné frigate, -with about 6000
men on board,, were. fitted out ynder admisal Bof-
cawen, and failed on the: 23d of April. Butb
this time it was known,, that the French ﬂeet,uwhicﬁ
confifted of twenty-five. fhips of the line, befides
frigates and tranfports, with a va# namber of war-
like ftores, and between three and four thoufand
land forces, under baron Diefkaun, were ready to fail
from Breft under admiral Macnamara. Upon this
ifitelligence admiral Holbourn was ordered to rein-.
force iOfcaweu witl fix fhips of the line and one
frigate, and a great number of capital thips were
put into commiffion. It was the 6th of May before
acnamara failed ; but he foon returned with nine
“of his capital thips, and fuffered the reft, to proceed
under the command of M. Blois dela Mothe.
When the news of fo firong a fquadron failin
from Breft was confirmed, the people of Englan
grew extremely uneafy for the fate of the {quadrons
under Bofcawen and Holbourne; and it was un-
doubtedly owing to the unaccountable bad manage-
: o , . .ment
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ment of .the French, that ene or both of thofe fqua-
drons were not deftroyed. :

While all Europe was in fufpence: about the fate
- of the Englith and Ftench {quadrons, the prepa<
fations for a vigorous fea war .were . going forward
in England with an unparallelled fpirit and fuctefs.
Notwithftanding this the French' couet: fiill flattered
itfelf, that Gréat Biitam would; oat-of tendernefs
for his majefty’s. German domirions, defift from hofs
tilities. * Mirepoix continued o d& with great fin-
cerity, and had frequent conferences with the Britifi
miniftry; whe made no fearet, thactheir admirals,
Boftawen ' in patticular; hadm‘td'ﬁlmm the
French thips whercver they could méet.with them.
Eipon this Mirepoix mate - formal declaration; in

the name of his mafter, that: the' firf gun that was '
fred in hoftitity fhould kindle all Buvope -into a
. war*. ‘Dhis evidently ‘fbews ‘the defigns of the
o . . , - “French

-

R o . . .
_ * The fituation of public_affairs requiring his majefty to go
 Germany, it created creat apprehe: fions in the minds of meny.
Yeftthe French’ might either interrupt him in his journcy, or pre~- *
Qeant his return, The earl of Pa- 1ét miade ‘a.motion in'the houle-
of peers againft hisd majétty leaving thékingdom 4t this junéture 3;
but he was the only lord who divided from. ki queftion. Not-
withftand.ng this, the public uneafinefs continued flill to be very
great ;-and the more fo, as it was apprehended that there would,
during his thijcy’s abfence, be no good agreement amongft the-

. tegency, who weteids follows: his royal h:ghnefs William dukeé
of Cumberlind ; Thomms' lord ~archbithop of Canterbury
Philip earl Hardwicke, Jord ‘high chancellor §  Jobn ear] of
Gsanville, p.cfdent of the council§ Charles duke of Mailbas
vough, lord privy feal ; John duke of Rutlind, fteward of the
¥euftrold ; Charles duke ot Grafton, lord chamberlain ; Archi-
bald duke of Argyle; duke of Newcaftle, fir® commiffioner

- of

N



(73) 1755

French ; how early and how deeply they were laid,
Yet however tender the affairs of Germauy miglit
‘be to his majefty, he on this occafion gave a noble

proof that they were but fecondary objefts in his

confideration ; for now that the interefts of England
and Hanover were to be. feperated ; when a- war
that was in a great meafure abfolutely begun, ik
which Hanover had nothing to do, yet maft fuffer

“much, without any hope of advantage ; he did not .

even hefitite a moment in expofing his Germap do-

‘minions, rather than make the {malleft abatement -

from. the immenfity of the Englith rights in Ame-
rica. Admiral Bofcawen was' ordered to commit
“hoftilities. 'The encroachments of the French had
Yendered reprifals -both. juf .and neceffary. - The
Englith admiral made a profperous voyage to the
banks of Newfoundland, where his rendezvous was;
and.in a few days the French fleet, under M. de la

Mothe, came to the fame ftation; but the thick fogs -

provénted the two fyuadrons f.om feeing each other.
"As faon as the French were informed of the vicinity
of the Englifh, a part of their fquadron, with baroh
Diefkau and the major. part of ‘the troops, -made the
beft of their way up the river Si. Lawrehee; while
another part efcaped through the dangerous ftreights
of Belleifle ; a paffage. which was never -attempted
before by any flups of war.: A third past of their

of the treafury ; duke of DprRt, mafterof the hotfe 5 eatl of
Holderiefle, one of theTecxetaries of ftate ; earl of . Rochfort,
Foom of the flole ; marqiis of Hartington, lord lieutenant of
reland ; lotd Anfon, firk commiffioner of the admiralty ; fir
Thotds Robinfon, fecrétafy of ftdte ; Henry -Fox, Efg; fecrer
M'U‘rhfo D, EE RIAEIEE o
b fleet,

-
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Hleet, which had been feperated from the others 'by
the fogs, fell in with the Englith ficet on t‘bc'lot{
of Juue off cape Race. They were the Alcide, of
64 guns, commanded by M. de Hocquart, and the
Lys, pierced for 64, but mounting only 22, and a
-third, which efcaped. Capt. Howe, now lord Howe,
in the Dunkirk, and captain Andrews in the De-
-fiance, happened to be their antagonifts. The Al-
.cide hailed the Dunkirk with, W bat is the name of
dbe admiral? Admiral Bofcawen, replies the Englifh~
sman.  Says Hacquart, 1 énow bim awell, be is a friend
#f ming.  Upan which lord Howe called, ¥ox," fr!
-awbat is your name? Hocquart, anfwered the Frenche.
.man, This was all the ceremony. The engage-
-ment inftantly began; the Dunkirk fired firit ; and
after a fmart ation, yard arm and yard arm, both
ithe French fhips were taken, with eight companies
of land forces on board, and about 8cocol. for the
Jpayment of the troops : -
. Atthe beginning of the year general Braddock
‘was fent to America, with fome troops, under con-
voy of commodore Keppel, and appointed coms
-mander in chief of all the land forces in America.
-He had orders to attack fort du Quefne, and drive
the French from the lands on the Ohio. For this
purpofe he affembled at fort Cumberland about
.2200 men, From . fort Cumberland to fort du
Quefne, the diftance is notlefs than 130 miles. Mr.
" Braddock began his march from the former onthe
-1cth of June, leaving tha .garrifon under the com-
mand of colonel Innes. Innumerable were the dif-
- ficulties-he had to furmount, in a country ruggéd,
+ pathlefs, and unknown, acrofs the' Allegheny moun-
us, shrough unfrequentéd “woods “and g;n‘iggg;)ny
. € eSk

¢
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defiles. From the little meadows the.army pro-
teeded in two divifions. At the hezd of the firft,
confifting of 1450 men, was the general himfelf,
with the greatet part of the ammunition and artil-
lery. The fecond, with the provifions, ftores, and
heavy baggage, was led by colonel Dunbar, Never
was man more confident of fuccefs than this unfor-
‘tanate officer. Being advifed at the great meadows,
that the enemy expetted a reinforcement of goo re-
-gular troops, el?u(hed on by forced marches with
Yo much difpatch, that he fatigued the foldiers,
weakened his horfes, and left his fecond divifion
near 40 miles in the rear. The enemy being not
more than 200 ftrong at their fort on the Ohio, gave
‘no obftru&tion to the march of our forces, till the
oth of July; when about noon our troops pafled
the Monangshela, and were then within feven
miles of fort du Quefne. Unapprehenfive of the
‘approach of an enemy, at once was the alarm given,
by a quick and heavy fire upon the van%uard, under
licutenant colonel Gage. Immediately the main
body, in good order and high fpirits, advanced to
fuftain them. ‘Orderswere then given to halt, and
“form into battalia. At this jun&ure the van falling
"back upon them, in great confufion, a general panic
feized the whole body of the foldiers ; and all at-
‘tempts to rally them proved utterly ineffeCtual. The
general and all the officers exerted their utmof} ac-
‘tivity to recover them from the univerfal furprize
"and diforder : but equally deaf were they to in-
‘treaties and commands. During this fcene of con~
“fufion they expended their ammunition in the wildeft
-and moft unmeaning fire, Some difchargii:; their
picces on Gur-own parties, who were advanced fmﬁn
. AU S Mt “the
/ °
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the main body: for the recovery of the canmon.
After three hours fpent in this melancholy fituation
“¢énduring a terrible flaughter, from (it may be talds
an invifible foe, orders were given to-fodnd a re-
treat, that the men might be brought to cover the
waggons. Thefe:they furrounded but a thort fpace

of time; for the enemy’s fire being again warm
Yenewed from the front and left flank, the whole
g\'t‘ny took to immediate flight; leaving behind
em 2ll the artillery, provifions, ammunition, bag-
‘gage, military “cheft, together wish the general’s
cabinet, containing his inftruétions and other papers
of confequence. So great was the confternation of
the foldigrs, that it ‘was impoffible to ftop their ca-
teer, flying with the utmort precipitatipn three miles ,
from-the field of action; whefe only one hundred
began to make a more orderly retreat.  What was.
the firength of the enemy was never certainly
Jearned. ~According to Indian accounts, they ex-
Ceeded'not 400, chiefly’ Indians: and whetlicr any
‘were flain is doubted, for few were feen by our
men, being covered by ftumps and fallen trees.
‘Greatindeed was the deftruéiiun on our fide. Num-
bers of officers facrificed their lives through fingular
bravery. Extremely unfortunate was the whole ittaff.
‘The general, after having five horfes fhot under
‘him, received 2 wound 'in his lungs thmuﬁl1 his
right arm, of which he died in four days.. His fe-
cretary, eldeft fon of major general -Shirley, a gen-
tleman of great accomplithments, by a fhot throu
the head, was killed upon the fpot. ~ Sir Feter tHal-
- ket, colonel of the j4th regiment, was fluin, and
feveral other gallant officers perifhed, i the field.
~ Our whole Tols 'was about 700 killed and wouﬁd:?.
' . ]

\

~
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To what caufe this unhappy cataftrophe is to be
afcribed, has been matter of much enquiry: and
animated debate. . The officers charged the defeat
to the cowardicg of the men: but, 1n a reprefentas
tion they made to' Mr. Shirley, by order of the
crown, they in- fome meafure apologize for their
behaviour—alledging, that they were harraffed by
duties. unequal to their nombers, and difpirited
h want of provifions: that time was not al-

lowed them to. £ef3 their food; that their water
(the only liquor they.had) was both fcarce and of @
ba.dqun{ity: in fine, that the pravincials had difs
heartened them, by repeated fuggeftions of their
fears of a defeat, fhould they be attacked by the
Indians; in which cafe the European method of
fighting would be entirely unavailing. Bat Mr. Brad<
dock, too fanguine in his profpeQs, was generally
blamed tor neglefling to cultivate the friendfhip of
the Indians, who. oftered their affiftance ; and whoy
it is certain, had a number of them preceded the
army, would have feafonahly difcovered the enemy’s
smbpfcade. The Virginian rangers alfo, inftead of
being made.to. ferve as regulars.in the ranks with
the Englifh.troops, fhould haye been employed as
out-fcougs.: But this fiep, {0 neceflary to. guard
inft fyrprize, Was toa unhappily.omitted ; the

¢ araoy following only three or foar guides. -
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. CHAP IL -
The tranfaltions of America and Europe 1o the
. - declarations af war., L

ESIDES the expedition of general Braddock
.to fort du e, ‘there were three other prin-
c:pal obje@s of American campaign, all con-
eerted by general Shirley, on whom the command
of the troops had devolved by the- death of general
Braddock. The firft was under the direction of
himielf, and was nothing lefs than the redution of
fort Niagara, whichcommands the groatcountry of
the Six nations ; but he met with fo many difficul-
ties and unfeen obftraftions, and the feafon was ad-’
" vanced fo far Wht;:l he amveg at Ofwe ;;, in his
way to Niagara, thai it was judged impoffible to be
‘a\ﬂ{ to do any thing ; therefore hﬁurned back again,
. 'The fecond was the dmmgcthe ‘French from their
illegal fettlements in Nova Scotia, which was hap-
ﬁi;lly accomplifhed. The affembly of -Maffachufets
y in New England, who were never remifs in
their duty, raifed carly in the fpring a2 body ‘of
troops, which was tranfported to Nova Scotia, to
aflift lieutenant governar Lawrence. Accordingly;
towards the end of May, the governor fent a large
detachment of troops, under the command of lieu-
tenant-colonel Monckton, upon this fervice ; and
_ fome frigates were difpatched up the bay of Fundy,
under the command of capt. Rous, to give their af-
fiftance by fea. The troops, upon their advancing
to the ‘river Maflaguath, found their paffage ftopt
by a large number of regular troops, French rebe
- aud Indians, 4soofwhom,wmpo&edinabiock-
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boufe with cannon mounted on their fide of that
river, and the reft were pofted in a firong breaft-
work of timber, by way of ou work 0 the block-
houfe, But our troops attacked the breaft-wark
with fuch fpirit, thatin an hoyr’s time the enemy were
obliged to fly, and leave them in pofleflion-of the
breatt-work ; whereupon the garrifon in the biock~
houfe deferted it, and left the paflage. of the river
free. . From hence our little army marched and atv
tacked the French fort, called Beau Sejour, on the
1zth of June ; which chey bombarded with fuch fury
and effet, that the garrifon thought fit to capitalate
on the 16th; theyhad 26 pieces of cannon mounted,
and plenty of .ammunition in the fort..  The terms
they obtained were, for the regulars to be carried to
Louifbourg, but not to bear arms in America for
" fix months, and the French -inhabitants to be par<
doned, as they had been forced into the fervice. To.
this fort colonel Monckton gave the name of Cum-
berland ; and next day he attacked and reduced the
other French fort upon the river Gafpereau, which
runs into Bay Verte, where he likewife found a large
quantity of provifions and .ftores of all kinds, bein

the chief magazine for fupplying the Indians and
rebel French inhabitants with’ arms, ammunition,
and every thing they had occafion for.. The colonel
intended next to have goae to reduce the French
fort at the mouth of the river St John; but the
French faved him the trouble, by abandoning the
place, after demolithing, as far as they had time, all
the works they had raifed there. In this whole ex-
pedition we had but about zo men killed and as
many wounded. ‘Thus was a folid tranquility given
to Nova Scotia ; the difpute concerning whi bhati
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been one of the firft points'of difference ; and was
the country where hoftilities had been firft committed.

, The third obje& was an_expedition to Crown .
-Point, entrufted to the care of general Johnfon, now
fir William Johnfon®. A confiderable body of
troops were raifed by the northern provinces, and
with them he fet out on his enterprize. About the
latter end of Auguft he arrived at the fouth end of -
lake George. I'g(qhad no fooner pitched his camp
here, than fome of his Indians, who had been fent
aut as fcouts, brought him the : following advicess -
that they had difcovered a party of French and In-
dians at Ticonderoga, fituate on the ifthmus between
the north énd. of Lake George and the fouthern part
of Lake Champlain, 15 miles on this fide Crown
Point ; but that no works were thrown up. To
have fecured this pafs, which commanded the route:

v

* Sir Willism Johnfon, bart. was bora in Jygland, and iy
nephew of the late fir Peter Warren. His uncle, while captair
of a twenty gun fhip of war, ftatigned aa New York, mirri
& ludy, .a native of that city, Soon after he purchafed large
tals of lapd in that colony, .and fent to lrgland for ke
nepheyy, thg:ﬁ %_boutf (&th.ezs “tﬁbm an.nqu age, whom

¢ put.in poiieflion of 3 confide part of i, lying ont
to the Mohawk country. T}jq;z he learned Fthe Mpm ‘f:g!
guage ; yét when- he appears'at ' their folemnities, “to tieat with
them an behalf. of -his king; they confider him as an Englith-
gaq,:iggor‘al;g; of . their language; .converfing all along by: aid in~
terpreter; By a copflapt refidence; sherey asid by! puefying, with
indéfatigable indufiry, " eyery prudent mesfure that opcurred, he
has many years fince improved wild. woody lands jnto”plentiful
riclyfaims ; .thereby has had the pleafure of livipg in a ntigh-
hourhood df wealthy fatmers and induftvious tradé(mien, - &R his
Wﬂj t&m’:.lﬁi who were firft invised 'Jhiﬁnerhby';ll;h,o m&;’m‘:
€ Jowegt cifcumflanacs,  baug gprived 40 what they ame, by,
?Qr.ality’bf his purfe an;ﬁ’ iﬁgz\u dou?d o? his inﬂrug;iona.
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to Crown Point through the lake, had been 2 mea-
fure extremely advifeable. Mr. Johnfon, informed
of its importance, on the 1ft of September wrote to
eneral Shirley, that he was impatient to get up his
§attoes ; propofing then to proceed with part of the
troops, and feize upon thatpafs. The French, how-
ever, took advantage of thedelay, and cut out work
enough for him at his own camp. Of the troops
* which failed from Breft in the {pring, amounting to
about 3000, eight companies were taken on board.
the Alcide and Lys; one thoufand were landed at
Louifbourg; and the refidue arrived at Quebee,.
with Mon{. de Vandreuil, governor-general of Ca-
nada, and baron Dietkau, commander of the forces,
The French court, well apprifed of the fingular
confequence of Ofwego, had determined to reduce
it. Such being the baron’s inftru&ions, he imme-
diately proceeded to Montreal ; from whence he de.
tached 700 of his troops up the river, intending
himfelf fpeedily o join them with the remainder.
Juft before he had made the neceffary preparation,’
Montreal was alarmed with the news of our forming
a numerous army near Lake George, for the re-
duéion of Crown Point; whereupon the baron was
ordered to proceed through Lake Champldin, for
the defence of that fortrels. Dietkaa having in
vain waited the coming up of our army, at length re-’
folved himfelf to advance towards them ; and if he
proved viftorious, to defolate our northern fettle-
ments, lay the towns of Albany and Schenetady
ip afhes, and cut off all communitation with Ofe
wego. For the execution of this defign, he em.
barked at Crown Point, with 2000 men in bat-
toes, and landed at the Souti Bay, about 16 m'' @
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from the Englith camp.. By an Englifh prifoner the
BAron %ds ’tgd, thm?genetil Johnfon’s lcg‘mp, near
fort Edward, it the Lake, when he left it ‘a few
days before, was without lines, and deftitute of can-
ion, - Havirig approached within two miles of fort
Edward, he opened his defign to his troops, con-
fifting of 600 militig, as many Indians, ancf zoore-
59‘3'3' To animate his irtegulars, who feerhed
ifintlined to the attack propofed, he affured them,
thét inevitable muft be their faccefs—¢¢ that on re~
¢ ‘ducing this fort, the Englith camp muft necef-
 farily’ g‘ab’andoned,'ang their army difperfe in
e oreat diforder—that this would ena{le tﬁem ‘to
“:l’ﬁxbdue Albany ; and by ftarving the garrifon of
« Ofwego, fuperidd to their conqueft the abfblute
«¢‘dominion of Ontario.” With whatever intre-
‘idig this harahgue infpired his Eutopean trodps,
the Canadians and favages, fearfiil of ‘our ¢annon,’
were utterly averfe to the fchethe; but declared
their willingnefs to furprize our catp, where they
expeded nothing beyond mufquetry. Thus 'difap-
pomnted in his principal defign, he changed his-
route, and began ta move 'a'gamli the main body at
the Lake. 'Geneéral Johnfon, on the information’
of his'fcouts, had difpatched feparate meflengers to
fort Edward, with advice of the enémy’s approach
towards that garrifon; ‘of which one ‘was unfortu-
nately intercepted: the feft who g’(}))t‘bac’k reported,
that t{ney had defcried the‘eneqﬁy about four miles'to
\e northward of the fort. Next morning it was
efolved tojdetach 1000 men, with fome Indiahs, to
fall upon the enemy in thejrretreat. On this fervice
cominanded colonel Williams, a brave officer, who
get the baron ‘within four miles of our camp.
Xboqt ah “hou¥ after colonel Williai’s' depaitare,
: 3

-

-
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Wheavy fire was hedrd ; which evidently approach<
ing, general Johndon judged righdy, that %pr de-
tachment was retreating: for the French were fupe-
tior in number, .amounting to about 1800." Upon
this he fent out a reinforcement to fupport them §
which was ven{ judicioufly condutked, on the death
of colonel Williams, by lieutenant colonel Whiting,
a Conneicut officer, general Johnfon informs t
governors of the provinces, * that -abeut ‘half. an
+ hour after eleven the enemy appearad in fight,
¢ and marched along the road m very regular order,
" « dire@ly upon our center: that they made a fmall
¢ halt, about 150 yards from the breaft-work, when
¢ the.regular troops made the grand-'and center at-
« tack ; while the Canadians and Indians. fquatted
« and difperfed;on our:fanks.” "This halt wasthe
"baron’s capital error : for, amidft:the confternation
at the camp, -had he.clofely followed ap the detach+
ment, he had eafily:forced: their lines, and gained
. complete viGory. ‘But by ¢ontinuing for fome time
a platoon. fire, with little-execution-atthat diftance,
m%n recovereld their {pirits. 4 ﬁsvfoon_ as t);; ar-
1l egan:to play, Didfkau and his regulars found
d;emfelvgfg;talfy. eferted by the mﬂi:i?},ndtfavages,'
who allfkulked mto the fwamps, took to trees, and
maintained a fcattered fire upon our flanks, for fome
time, with variable and intermitting brifknefs.
Having now no command of any: part of his army,
except his handful of regulars, the baron thou; gt
proper to retire; which he did in very great dif~
erder. A partgl from the camp followed him, fell
upon his rear, difperfed the remaining foldiers about
bim, and -being himfelf wounded in the leg, was
found refting on a ftump, utterly abandoned and
deftitute of fuccour, -Fceﬁng for his wach, ‘to fer-
: E 2 ~ render
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render it, one of our men, fufpeéﬁng him in fearch
of a piftol, poured a charge thro’ s hips  Upon
his retreat, the militia and Indians retired in imalk
parties : .and as the Englifh negle@ted to cont.nue
the purfuit, they halted about four miles frm the
_amp, at the very place where the engagement
happened in the morning. Opening their packs
for refrethment; they here entered into confultation,
refpeéting a fecond attack. Why the cnemy. was
not purfued, when their retreat became general, no
tolerable reafon has ever yetbeen afligned ; and Mr:
{ohnfon, in his letter, feems to evadeit. Norhing

owever could be more fortinate than the gallant be-
* haviour of a party confiting of about zo0, led by
captain M’Ginnes, who had been detached trom
fort Edward, to the afliftance of the main body:
They fell upon ‘the French in the evening, put an
end to their confultdtions, and gave them a total
overthrow. - M’Giniiefs died of the wounds he re-
ceived in this rencounter, having fignalized himfelf
by a fpirit and condufted that would have done
honour to a more experienced officer. Mr. Wraxal,
in his letter to the lieutenant governor of New York,
told him, he ftood {o near general Johnfon, when
the latter received a_wound, that ¢ he thought he:
# f{aw the ball enter :”” which curious piece of intel-
ligence was obliterated before its publication. The
Indians, during the whole of the engagement, fome
of the Mohawks only excepted, retired from the
camp, waiting the event of the conflit ata conveni-
ent diftance. Nor indeed was their afliftance ex-
. peted, by thofe who knew that they had declared

Efore&heir march, they intended not to engage,
but to be witneffes of the gallantry of our troops.
And bad Dietkav won the day, equally ready had

r . they
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they béen to fcalp their brethren the Englith, as they
afterwards appeared to exercife their brutal dexteri.y
on the French..  As to the numbers the Englifh were
at leat double the number of the French under
baron Dietkau, .for he declared that he had that
morning but 200 grenadiers, 800 Canadians, and
oz Incians of different na ions under his command,
from whence we are apt to think, that if colonel
Williams, with the detachment under his command,
in the morning, had brifkly atracked the enemy,
dnftead of flying from them, and had taken care-to
.make his attack whenthey were in fome tpot where
:they could not outflank or furround him, he might
‘have ob ained a viGory ; for a bold attack in a well
-chofen fituation, is always fafer for an inferior num-
‘ber of troops, thanalongand diforderly flight; but

"colonel Williams, it feems, marched with fo little
:cantion, that he was clofe upon the enemy before he
difcovered them, and confequently could not chufe
-his ground where he was to wait for and attack them ;
‘therefore his detachment was prefen:ly almoft quite
Aurrounded, being attacked both in front and upon
_both flanks, and being thus overpowered by numbers,
they were obliged 10 rewreat in great diforder, or
-raiher to fly towards the camp, with great lofs ; and
.their lofs would have been much greater, hagd not a
-detachment of 300 men been fent out from the camp,
.under lieutenant-colonel Cole, who not only puta -
flop to ihe enemy’s purfuit, but covered the retreat
.of his frlends. Neverthelefs, their lofs. was very
- confiderable ; for colonel Williams, major Athley,
fix captains, feveral fubalterns, and a great many
private men, were killed ; and the Indians reckorted
:that they loft near 40 men, befides the brave - old
- Hendrick, the Mohawk fachem, or chief captain.
. Ej This
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This was almoft the only lofs our people thdt day
fuftained, for. in the attack upon their camp, they
had few either killed or wounded, and not any of
diftin@ion, but colonel Titcomb; killed, and the.
general himfelf and major Nichols, wounded. On
the other haud, the enemy’s lofs muft have been
very confiderable, as they obitinately continued their
attack upon the camp :. baron Diefkan reckoned it
&t 1oco men, but oor men could not reckon by the
dead bodies they found above 5 or 60o. killed, and
" about 3o made prifoners. 'Whatever their lofs was,
it was almoft wholly in the vain attack.they made
upon the camp; for they fuffered very little by the
_pusfuit, as our general {ent out no .detachment for
-thatpurpofe, for which he was much blamed : Pro-
bably the ill fate of the detachment he fo unadvifedly
fent out in the morning, made him too cautious of
fending out one in the evening ; but there was a
sgreat difference between fending out a detachment
o meet an approaching cuemy, and fendimg odt
one to purfue a flying enem,. Although the
had been thus repulied and defeated in their defipns,
yet it was now judged too late in the year to attack
Crown Point, as i that cafe it.would have been
- neceflary to build a ftrong fort, at the place whese
the camp then was, in order to fecure their commu-
nication with Albany, which was the only, place
from whence they could expedt any reinforcement,
or ::fy freth fupply of ammunition or provifions;
therefore,. foon afier this engagement, the army fet
out upon jts retarn, having firft ercted a litde
ftockaded fost, at the end of Lake George, in which
they lefi a fmall garrifon, as a future prey for the
enemy, which might eafily have been forefaen, as
. theis whale army, .being country militia, -was to dif-
> RS perfe
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perfe and return to their refpe&ive homes, which
" they a&ually, did, prefently after their return to Al-
bany. Thus ended this expedition, which thoygh
“véry honourable for Mr. Johnfon and the provincigl
‘troops under his command ; yetas it was late in the
feafon, the vi&tory had no confequences except rg-
viving the fpirits of the people, who had begun to
defpair on Braddock’s defeat ; and the generals, being
created a- baronet, and rewarded with sqool. hy
parliament : for the French had ftill the advantage :
the frontiers of all the Englith provinces lay expofed

%o their incurfions.

We will now turn to the affairs of Europe, where
the Englith minifiry iffued orders to feize all the
French Thips, whether ontward or homeward bound ;

‘and fo fuccefsful were the Englith cruizers, that
before the end of the year about 300 French mer-
chantmen and 8ooo of their failors were brought
into Englifh ports. " :
.In the mean time the Ftench refolved upon draw-
ing the Englith 1nto Germany, hoping thereby to
divert their attention from America. '% hey fecured
fome of the princes of the empire in their interef},
particalarly the eleGor of Cologue;, who confented
to their eretting magazines in his country. From
this ftep king George inftantly perceived that the
French intended to attack Hanover ; upon which he
began to provide for the fecurity of that electoratg.
In June he entered into a fubfidiary treaty with the
landgrave of Hefle Caflel, whereby that Prince eg-
gaged to furnifh 12000 men for four years, whic}
‘were ta be employed in Cafe Hanover or England
fhould be attack’d ; but the defence of the formgr
.was more immediately its obje&. - He alfo required
o E 4 ~ frem
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from the court of Vienna the auxiliaries of ftipulated
to him by treaty: but they were refufed upon the
Ppretence that the difpute between England and France
concerned America only, and therefore it was not 3
cafe of thealliance.

Before his majefty left Germany he laid the foun-
“dation for a fubfidiary treaty with Ruffia, but it was
not figned till the laft day of September, at Ken-
fington. The Ruflian princefs agreed to ‘furnith
" 55,000 men, and forty or fifty gallies, in cafe, ss
the fifth article faid, his Britannic majefty’s domi-
rions in Germany, fhould be attacked on account
of the difputes concerning his kingdoms, in confi-

deration of his paying her gco,000l. per annum for
four years. The feventh article contained thefe re-
markable words, which were directly levelled as a
menace againft the king of Pruffia, and added a
confiderable quantity of fiiel to the flame ‘already
“begun to be kindled up in the empire;; ¢ Confidet-
ing the proximity of the countries, wherein the di-
verfion in queftion will probably be made, and the
“facility her troops will probably have of fubfifting
immediately in an enemy’s country. She takes up-
on herfelf alone, during fuch a divérfion, the” fub-
fiftance and treatment ot the faid troops by fea and
%and.”  And by the eleventh article it was fipula-
ted, the Ruffian troops fhould have all the plunder
they took from the enemy. = The king of Pruffia,
"by fome means, in a fhort time procured a copy of
this treaty, and in a moment guefling at the mouves
which fet it on foot, he folemnly and boldly decla-
‘sed, he would oppofe with his utmoft force the
march of all foreign troops intothe empire. France,
“who was at this time preparing to invade the elefto-
rate of Hanover, heard this declaration with
- - aftonith-
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aftonithment. She fent to Berlin the duke de
Nivernois, to perfuade the king of Pruffia to retrat
from his declaration : the manner in which this am-
baflador was received at Berlin, feemed to denote an
intention in the king to agree to his propofals ; no
body knew whether the French and Pruffians were
not forming a defign to enter Hanover together;
England now refolved to defend it. She was roufed
with jealoufy at the king of Pruffia’s condudt ; efpe-
cially as at this time fhe did not ftand on very good
terms with him; fhe was now convinced tnat the
Ruffians who were to march through Po'and, and
' 'make a diverfion in order to find employment for
the king of Pruffia at home, would be ineffeGtual ;
for the French and Pruffian armies, both of which
were ready, might over-run the eleCtorate before the
Raffians could come to its relief. Thus the only
refource which Great-Britain had to defend Hanover,
failed, and confirmed all Europe in opinion that
England is not able to defend that diftant country.
She had now nothing té do but renounce her treaty
with Ruffia, and buy off an evil which fthe could not
repel. This produced the treaty with Pruffia.

~ When the treaties which had been concluded
with Ruffia and Heffe-Caflel were made public in
England, they were received in a very difagreeable
manner. This new continental fyftem was inveighed
againft by the people, ‘and firong oppofition was pre-
paring to be made to itin parliament; even fome of
the miniftry, who were at the head of the finances,
refufed to anfwer the firft draught for money,
which came over from Ruffia, till the treaty had
been approved by parliament, becaufe it could not
be called value received, the Ruflian troops having -
not yet d9ne any fort of fervice; neither did they
’ - "E g apprehend
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apprehend it was confiftent with the 4&' of fettle-
mebt, '
~ The parliaent met in November, when it ap-
peared tf:at there were 4 firange jumble of parties -
in both houfes, as well as_in the miniftry. The
king otdered the two late treaties to be laid before
them ; Mr. Pitt, and hisadherents, declared againit
the continental fylem; Mr. Légge, chancellor of
the Exchequer, declared upon the fame caufe, and
was therefore fucceeded in his employments by Sir
George Littleton. 'The honourable Charles Town-
thend, and many others of fuperior rank, appeared
on the fame fide of the queftion; Sir Thomas Robizr-
fon, who had been fecretary of ftate fome time, @
well meaning man, and 2 particular favourite with
the king, was oppofed by the whole weight and in-
tereft of Mr. Pitt, paymafter-general, and Mr. Fox,
" fecretary atwar. It was generally believed that the
-publick bufinefs could not go'on, if. another fecre-
tary was not appointed ; te aufe Mr. Pitt and Mr.
Fox, though they agreed in nothing elfe, they united
in oppofing his meafures; their abilities, though of
‘oppofite kinds, were univerfally acknowledged tobe
great, and by their fuperior influence in the heufc
of commons, they had feveral times oppofed Sir
Thomas with fuccefs. It is a thing extreinely un-
common in England, efpecially in thefe 'modern
days, to fee two gentlemen, who hold confiderable
pluces under the government, oppofing upen every
occafion, a fecretary of ftate, wﬁo was fuppofed to
know and to fpeak the fentiments of his ‘mafter. Sir
Thords, ‘being fenfible of their fuperior intereft ig
parliainent, prudently refigned on the 1oth o
November, and the king afterwards gave the feals
of his'office to' Mr. Fox, and lord Barrington* fuc-
- N ceeded
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eceded Mr. Fox as fecretary at war. The popular
party, which we may call the oppofition being thus -
" excluded, it laid the foundation of that confufion
which marked the following year. Though thefe
alterarjons weére made, yet the treaties were very
far from meeting with the unanimous approbation
of both houfes, though at length they were ap-
proved by the majonty. The houfe next provi-
ded for the fervice of the enfuing year ;" they voted
100,000l. as a fubfidy to the emprefs of Ruffia;
54,140l to the Iandgrave of Hefle ; 'and 100,00l. to
the. eleCtor of Bavaria, after feveral fharp debates.
As the miniftry were afraid of a vifit from the French,
the army was augmented with ten new regiments of
foot, and eleven troops of light dragoons ; §0,000
feamen, including gooo marines, were votéd, be-
s ahove 34,-00 foldigrs, which, with other ex-
pences and deficiences in the laft year, fwelled the
fup"Plies to the fum of 7,229,117 1.
he bug-bear fears of an invafion en&roﬂ'ed al]
Abe atteption of the miniftry they were confounded
by the ftratagems of the French who marched a body
of troops along their fea coafts at the latter end of the
year 1755, and early in the year 1756, and give out
thatthey intended to invade Great Britdin, At the
fame time they equipped a figet at Toulon for the
conquett.of the iﬂe,ot? Minorcas. .. The.tham appear-
ance of the firfrafforded them opportunity to execute
the latter; yet the Britith agents, refidents, confuls,
ambafladors, &c. at different l&_placcs berdering on
the Mediteranean, fent time after time repeated ad-
vices to the miniftry, from Auguft, 1755 to April
1756, that there was a grand armament equipping at
Toulan, confifting of 12 or 15 fhips of the line with
A gteat number of tranfports to carry a very c.onﬁiel-
rable

-
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rable body of troops, who were encamped in the

neighbourhood ;" and the fquadron being viQualled

for only a fhort time, and from many other circum-

flances and authentic letters of advice, could be

deftined for no other place but Minorca®. Not-
mth&a.ndmg

* Having obtained copies of the moft firiking particelars of
this fecret and previous information, we fhall prefent them to
the public, who may from hence judge with clearnefs and cer-
tainty, to whofe negligence the lofs of Minorca ought to have
been attributed,

- From Carthagena conful Banks, in his letters of the 20th
and 27th of Augoft, 175, writes, ¢ Mafters of French vef-
*¢ -fels from Toulon report, that there are in that port 26 men
« of warof the line, viz, eighteen new thips, built fince the
“¢ peace, and e;ght old ones, which are all fitting for the fea ;
¢¢ alfo twelve frigates, with a great many fmaller veffels, which
“ are in like manner fitting out 3 befides fix fhips of the lineon
s the flocks, fame of which ar¢ ready for launching; thae he
- ¢ had received intelli of 170 hattalions of foldiers march-
¢¢ ing into Roufillen with great diligence ; and that thefe troops
% were deftined againt Minorea, to be tranfposted thither in
¢ merchant thips now’ at Marfeilles, ‘and to ‘be ‘convoyed by a!l
% the menof war in tife portof Toulon,”.

Sir Benjamin Kéene;- our minifter at Madnd, on the 1ft of
September tran{mitted to fir Thomas Robinfon an authentic lift
of the fleet at Toulon.

Conful Birtles wrote frem Nice, of J:n. 26, 1756, « that
¢ he had been told by forme, whio had the beft intelligence from
s¢ Frarice, that by letters received three.days before, fixty bat-
.¢¢ talions ~were ordéred to march into P.<vence,. to be com-
¢ manded by the duke de_Richlieu ; that between fixty and fe-
¢¢ venty veflels had been embargoed for tranfperts ; that th
+# continued to fend to Toulon all failors as faft-as thcy amvz
& in other perts § and that the five frigatet, dl!n in the road,
€< were vi@ualled for three months.”

Though the French affeted to talk of, and to thuaten us
with dn invafion, to be headsd by'the protender, and fchemed
‘and conduted by the/fuke de Belleitk: ¢ Al perfonis of judg-
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withftanding information upon information, not-
withftanding the importance of the Britith com-
' : - ‘ . merce

¢ ment (fays an intelligent correfpondent with lord Holderne(s’s
¢ office, dated Jan. 21, 1756) ¢ agreed, that it was attended
¢ with infuperable' difficuities, and wwas only intended to alarm
¢ and difirefs us.’’ At this time there was ncither the power
nor the means, nor indeed the appearance of an embarkation
fufficieat to alarm England with an invafion; yet by the difpo-
fition of our fleets at this time, it appeared, that the minifiry
:provided againft the equipments made by the Frénch in the portg
of the ocean, and did nothing for the fecurity of Minorca.
Otber intelligence in the fame office (dated fo early as December
4 and 13, 1755) allow, that fome propofals for an invafion
bad been made,.and even fay, thar the pretender had been at
Fountainbleau incog. bus them add, ¢ that thofe propofals had
been all rejeted ; becaufe, in the firft .place, it was impoffible
to collet a fufficient number of tranfports in any one or twp,
.ports ; the Breft fleet was in po condition to put t0 fea ; and
fhould it pretend to convoy them, there was the geeateft proba-
bility of falling in with the Englifh, either going or returning ;
.in which cafethe ficet might be ruined, the defign fruftrated,
and. the whale trade of France expofed: therefore all talk of am
invafion. was ohly intended to alarm and diffrefs.”” Angther letter
in lord Holdernefs's office, dated Der. 10, 1755, fays, ‘¢ that
-¢. France had no other view in all this than to gain time:- that
€ there were no difpofitions on the coaft of the Brikith channel
#¢ for an embaskation.” e ,
After reading a great number of other letters of the fame kind,
-all concurring.in the fame advices, it will puzale thecleaieft head
to find any foundation for the miniftesial panic, cuptinually dream-
ing of, and alarmiag the people with, the dread of an invafion;
except it was tbe pretender's besng n.eniiared in one ar, two of thofe
detters, : : .

. Isit not extraordinary, that his majefty was advifed to fend a
.mefage to the hopfe of lords on the 23d of February, fignify~
ing, ¢ that he had seceived repeated advices from different
e places and perfonis, that a defign had been formed by the
¢ French court to mpks an hoftile invafion upon Great Britaip
¢ o Ixcland ;. aad shat she: great propasations of hn‘i‘“‘z:i“’
N MY
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merce in the Mediterranean, and notvvithﬁandiné
the remonftrances of general Blakency, deputy-go--
. ’ . ) vernor

o &ips, artiflery, .and warlike fiores, were then notorioufly
$¢ gaking in the posts of France oppofite to the Britith coafts,
5 Jeft Jittle voom to doubt of the reality of fuch a defign:.ehat
« he had not onky avgmentod his forccs by fea and land, to put
« hig kingdom into a poture of defence ; but that he had or-
& dered wanfports to bring over a body of Heflian troeps, in
s order forther to ftrengthen himielf;™ witheut teking notice
#¢. of the advices coneerning. the hoftile invafica of. Minerca,- re-
with abfolute certainty, and from perfons of undoubted cre- -

dit, or of any meafures taking by hie miniftry for its de.ence.
We will now. turn to fome advices relative ta the Fiench de-

figns on Misoreat . S :

Captain Edgecombe swrote from Leghorn to the dords of the
* admiralty, who reccived his letter on the 14th of February,
3746, that the French in eamneft were fitting out a ficet &
“Toulon, and that it was thought to be intended to furprize Mi-

morca, :

€onful Birtles wrote from Genoa,~that the French at Toulen
‘were equipping a fquadron, which would be ready by the middle
of March, and that it was intended againft ‘Minorea. This
Jeteer was received on the2d of ‘March, 1756, to

©nthe 2d of February Mr. Villettes iwsote from Bern, that
4 orders ‘were publifhed every where, by found of trumpet, for
« fajlors to repair to Toulon, even upon the coaRs of Roufilion
«¢ gnd Languédoc.” - L

Captain Harvey, of the Phenix, at Mahon, in his lewter
dated Feb. 7, and received March 6, to the admiralty, acquaints
<heir lordthips; that 25,000 French were guartered-on the coaft
of Provence ; that twelve -men of war.would be ready within
the month to fail from Toulon with five frigates; and that it
was publickly talked, and believed in France and other parts,
that mof# certainly an embarkation wae- intended againft Mi-

norca. - . :
‘Conful Dick, at Leghorn, on the 16th of -February, feat ad-
‘wice of 50 or 60 tranfports being taken up for the troops in Pro-
wence, and coneludes, ¢ -the motions of the -French -threattn -
¢ -fomé dangeroud entesprize,”’
~ . N Lord
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vernor of Minorca, reprefenting the weaknefs of
the garrifon in $t. Philip’s cafle, yet did the mw—y

Lord Briftel wrote from Turin on the 21t of Februasy, that
Tepeated orders had been fent to Toulon to haften the workmen ;
that five frigates liad béen ready fome time, but were ordered not
%o fail till the twelve fhips of the line were equipped ; that then
they had orders to fail, together with 35,000 mem, for Mie
norca 3 that it was the opinion of the moft intelligent people,
that théy would be ready to put to fea about the beginning of
April. Ty letter was received on the 8th of March.,

Sir Benjamin Keene, by letter %0 Mr. Fox, dated Febevary
24, 1756, hath shis remackabie fntence . * The uneafinels
« feel comes from the approach of an intended attack on his
«¢ majefty’s dominions in the Mediterranean. I meanthe iflang
¢¢ of Minorca in pasticular; being forced to this idea by repeated
3¢ gecounts of nembers of troops affembled at Marfeilles, and
o on the coafls of the Mediterranean, to be eafily tranfported
%< in fmajl veflels, wnder convoy of 12 capital fhips ready to fail
¢« from Toulon." ) -

General Blakeney himfelf was fo conviaced of the truth of
thefe conctitring advices, that oft the 1oth of February he wrote
& letter t0 Mr. Fox, in which he expreflfes himfelf in thefe *
texmse “¢ 1 can’t be too early in acquainting you, 8ir, that by
«¢ different informations from France and Spain, there is greas
¢ reafon to believe the French intend very fhortly to make an
% attack upon this ifland.. Itis publickly talked of at Mar-
& feillesand Barcelona, and founded ppon an order for 25,co0
¢ men to mmarch immediately to the fea coaft of Provence."
This letter was received March 6. : -

Thefe fatts were repeatedly confirmed from every quarter, in
the moft effential point, by a great number of other letcesw,
which were continually fent as the Freénch preparations went on,
as'well by the writers of thefe, as many other peifonsin diffe-
- ‘In cosfequenve of -alMthie imtelligence, we will now fe what
the Britith miniftry didi They could not ‘he ignorant of the
diftrefs Mahon was in, for wn:ft :f ;:‘uufﬁdent gﬂrrif?n, mi::fr;z
pioneers, ‘&c. and the danger of its filling a prey to fo pow
anattacky, for. want of a'fleetto cover the 'i:-nd from fueh m
.attempt ; yet all thisiceuld.only prewie an: esdsr :émthe Jth of
March, for tea fhips of the line to hold themfelmmteadm;of:

' i~
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- leave the whole Mediterranean unprotetted, excépt
by two or three inconfiderable fhips and frigates
which could be of no fervice, till the month of
May 1559, nor did they even fend to general
Blakeney his officers, who were in England upon
leave of ‘abfence, tll it was too late. In a word,
they were marked by all Europe for their fupine-
.nefs, wrichthe fubjeéts of thete realms did not fail
10 brand with the m ft odious and bitter-appel-
Jations. " At length when the deftination ot the
énemy’s armament was univerfally known, they
feemed to rouze from their bed of lethargy ; yet
even then, initead of fending a fquadron tuperior
to that of the enemy, under the direion of an of-
ficer of approved conduét and courage, together
with a proper reinforcement for general Blakeney ;
shey fent on the 7th day of April ten thips of the
Jine, without either hofpital or fire fhip, in very in-
different order, but poorly manoed, and com-
manded by admiral Byng, an officer who had never
been diftingui‘hed for hrs courage, nor was he at all
popularin the navy, having on board, as partof his
complement a regiment of foldiers, to be landed at
Gibralar ; and between forty and fifty officers, and
near one hundred recruits. as a reinforcement for
general Blakeney. . The infruftions which admiral

for the Mediterrancan. But the equipping of thefe fhips was
attended with fuch direQions, that their departure-was delayed
to-3he 7th of Aprl for want of men ; the admiral being.ordesed
to haften the fitting up the Sterkng Caftle, and to compiete her
complement of men in preference to any other ; and uot ta
meddle with the men on board the Naflau, Torbay, Effex, Prince
Frederick . nd Greyhound, they being wanted, fays Mr. Clev-
land, on the moft preffing fervice. [They were wanted to <cruize
‘off Cherboi1g, to try if they could not intercept four frigatea
sid- 40 meschantmen, drove in there fram Havre, which could
*mot be fo puiling as the relief of Minorca.] o
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Byng received were aftually amazing; he was,
‘when he came to Gibraltar, to enquire whether an
‘French fquadron bad pafled the Streights, and if
‘they had, and as‘it was probable they would be
gone to America, he was to detach rear admiral
"Weft, the fecond in command, after them, Now
. the reader will doubtlefs wonder, that fuppofing Mr.
Byng fhould be joined at Gibraltar by the two or
* “three thips to the Mediterranean, which was but
“a mere chance, what force coald he detach after the
.enemy’s fleet, which, according tq the beft infor-
“mation, confifted of at leaft twelve thips of the line,
and have left for the fervice of the Mediterranean
Admiral Byng reached Gibraltar on_the 2d of May,
_ “where he was j ined by captain Edgecumbe with
one fhip and a floop, w{o informed hith, that‘the
‘French troops had actually made a_defcent on the
‘ifland of Minorca; that there was a French fquadron
of thirteen fhips of the line, commanded by M. de
la Galiflionere, cruizing off the ifland ; and that he
had been obliged to retire on their approach. The
admiral, agreeable to his inftrutions, demanded of
lieutenant general Fowke, the lieutenant governor
of Gibraltar, a detachment from his garrifon, equal
"to abattalion; upon which the governor called a
council of war to deliberate on two fucceflive or-
ders, which he had received from lord Barri..gton,
the fecretary at war, which appeared to him incon:
fittent and equivocal; the majority ‘were of opinion,
"that no troops ought to be put on board the fleet,
‘except a detachment to fupply the deficiency in the
Jittle fquadron of captain Edgecumbe, who had
“left 2 number of his men with captain Scroope_ to
afiift in the defence of fort St. Philip. Mr. Byng
finding that watering and cleaning here would be
attended with delay and difficulty, refolved in the
T TR A TR P dan
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‘meén time to communicate all thefe pieces of intel-
ligence to the lords of the admiralty, which accotd-
ingly he did in the following letter ; but, uafortu-
‘mately for him, it proved his ruin. ~ ~  ~
. s1 RRanulh’ ies, m Gibraltar-Bay, May 4, 1756.
This comes to you by exprefs from bence by the way ¢
Madrid, rzcommjma'z? ta}gt"r enjamin Kfeync, bis zzq{' .
Jefty's minifter at that place, to be forwarded with the
wmlqﬂ expedition. - o
T arrived beve awith the fquadron under iny command,
the 2d inflans in the afternoon, after a tedious paffage
of taventy-feven days, oceafionied by contrary winds azd
calms, and asas extremely concerned io bear from capt.
Edgcumbe (awho I found bere with the Princefi Louifa
- and Fortune floop) that be wwas obliged to retire from
Minorca, the Frepch bawing landed on that ifland by
all accounts from thirteen to fifteen thoufand men.  °

They failed from Toulok the 1oth of laft menth, with
about one Bundred and fixty, or tivo bundred- fail of
trénfparn, efeorted by thirteen Jail of men of war 5 bow
many of the line I bave not been able to learn with any
certainty. - T ’

If I bad been fo bappy to have arrived as Maboy,
before the French had landed, I'flatter myjelf, I
Soould bave been able to bave prevented their getting a

voting on that {fland ; but as it has fo unfortunately’
turned out, I am firmly of opinion, from the great force
they bave landed, and the quantity of profvi/ém, Sores
and ammunition of all kinds they brought <ith them,
that the throwing men into the caftle, awill on{y enable
it to hold out a litdle longer, and add to the numbeys
“that muft fail into the enemies bands 5 for the garvifon
ix time will be obliged 1o furvender, wilefs a [ufficient
number of men could be landed to diflodge the French, or
‘raife the fiege': ‘howwwsser, 1 am determened fo fail ip o
a
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Minovea wvith the fg'uadro} awbere Ifhall be a”hmr
judge of the fituation of affairs there, and will givk
i:ffm?‘ ‘Blakency all ql);e affiffance be fall require ;
thuugh 1 am afraid all commenication ~will be.cut off
betwten us, as is the opinion of the chief engineers
this garvifon (awho bave Jerved in the 'i/i{nd ) and that
of the other offbers of the artillery, vho ave acquaint-
ed with the fituation of the barbour 5 for if the enemy
bawve erefled batteries o the tavo fhores mar the entramce
ﬁ:be barbour (an advantage fearce to be fuppofed they
bave neglefed) it avill render it impoffible for our boats
to bavea paflage t the Sall port of the garrifon,
IF I foould fail in the relisf of Pirtmabon, I fall
“look upon " the fecurity of Gibraltar as my next objed,
and foall repair dovom heve awith the fjuadh on,
- The Cheflerfield, Portland and Dolptin are om theiy |
paffage from Mabon for this place. ~ The Pherxix is
gone to Leghorn by order of capt. Edgeambe for letters
and intelligence 5 and the Experiment is craifing off Cape
Pallas, whom I expedt in every boar. o
We are empboyed in taking in awint and compleating
oar awater; with the utmeft difpatch, and fball let o
apportunity [ip of failing from Bence. - ’
Herewith I fond you inclofed @ cofofﬁcbpapm as
bave been dolivered me, which I thought weceffery for
their bﬂﬁl’lpx infpection. Fam, S IR, "
: Your msft bumble Sevvant,

Hom. J——n d, Efg; }
This legger was carefully fupprefled, it being n
convepient that the people fhould know that he
already found his arrival 100 late and bis force too
aveak, that his fips awere foul or bis flares foart, or
the avorks of Gibraltar mglefted and ruinous. However
he was punithed for this uncertain intelligence by
“an oraculous auticipation of cowardice, and a report

diligently fpread that e wwould not fight.
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On the 8th of. May admiral Byng left Gibralar ;
off Majorea he was joined by captain Hervey. On
the 1gth he .arrived within fight of Mahon, and’

-feeing” Epglith colours fill flyang on. St. Fhilip’s
-€aftle, aild feveral bomb batteries playing upon it
from different quarters where the French' bannery.
_were diiplayed, he detached capt. Harvey to the
harbours mouth toand alstier for general Blakeney,
Anforming him' that the fleet was come to his aﬂfi{-_
.ance : but before this attempt could be made the
JFrench fleet appeared to the fouth eaft ; upon which
he recalled captain Hervey,; and fome frigates which
-had been fent out to reconnoitre, and formed the
~line of battle. . Abou: fix o’clock in the evening the
enemy, tothe number of fevénteen. fhips, thirteen
.of which appeared to be very large, advanced. in
.order ; but about feven. tacked, with a view to gain
*.the weather-gage. Mr. Byng; in order to 'pgﬂ%?ire’
.that advantage, as well as to make fure of the Jand-
wind"in the morning, followed their example,

being ther about five Jeagues from Cape Mola.
. At day-light, (May 20) the enemy could not be
efcried ; but two tartanes ‘appearing clofe to the
zedr of the Englith fquadron, they were immediately
«chached by fignal. “One. efcaped ; and the other
being tzken, was found to have-on board two French
captains, two lieutenants, and about one hundred
private foldiers, part of fix hundred who had been
fent out in tartanes the preceding day, to reinforce
the enemy'’s fquadron. . This foon re-appearing, the
line of battle was formed on each fide ; and about
two o’clock admiral Byng threw out a fignal to pear
away two points from the wind, and engage. At
this time his diftance from the enemy was fo great,
that rear-admiral Weft, perceiving it impoffible to
comply with both orders, bore away with his d‘iivi-

. . fion -
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fion.féven points from the wind, and, clofing down’
upon the enemy, attacked them with fuch impetu--
ofity, that the thips which oppofed him were in' a
little time. driven qut of the line.: Hag he been:
properly fuftained by the van, in.all pfobability.
the Brtith fleet would -have obtained a-complete:
vidory : but the other divifion did not bear down,
and the enemy’s centre keeping their ftation, -rear-:
admiral Weit.could not puriue his advantage without
ranaing the rilque of {eeing his communication
with the reft of: the line. ‘entirely cut off. In the
beginning of the attion t.e Intrepid,in Mr. Byng’s
divifion, was fo disabled -in her rigging, that the
could not.be managed, and drove. on the thip that
was next in pofition : a circumitance whioh obliged:
feveral others to throw ail a-back, in order to avoidr
confufion, and for fome time retarded the action.
Certain it is, that Mr Byng, though accommodated:
with 2 noble thip of ninety guns, madelittle or no:
ufe of ‘his artillery ; butkept aloof,. either from an
overftrained obfervance of difcipline, or timidity.
When his captain exhorted him.to bear down' upon’
the enemy,. he vety cooly replied, -that he would’
avoid the error of admiral Matthews, who, in his en~
gement with the Frenchand Spanith fquadrons off
oulon, during the preceding war, had broke the
line by his own precipitation, and expofed himfelf
Jingly to a fire that he could not fuftain. wir. Byng,
‘on the contrary, was determined againft acting,
¢xcept with the line intire ; and, on pretence of
reifying the diforder which had happened among’
fome of the fhips, hefitated fo long, and kept at:
fuch a wary diftance, -that he was never properly en-
Eaged, though he received fome few thots in his
ull. Mr. de la Galiffoniere {eemed equally averfe
to the contibuarice of the battle : part of his fquadm-
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had been fairly,‘obliged to quit the lirie; and” tho®
he. was rather fuperior to the Englith in number-of
men and -weight of metal, he did not .chnfg to-
abide the confequence of a cloferfight with an.enemy.
l:;i' inf ﬁr“l opera}.lﬁom:. he mtl;er‘elfo:ed

var of Mr. s. hefitation, and edged a
with ::g:afy fail gw}g’in his van, which )%adbv:}en
difcomfited. The Engli!h admiral gave chace; ‘but,
the French fhips being .clean, he conld not come -
up and clofe them 3gain, {o they retived at their
leifure, Then he put his fquadron on the other:
tack, in order to keep the wind of the enemy ; and
mext morning they were altogether out of fight.
While, with the reftof his fleet, he lay to, :at the
diltance of ten leagues from Mahon, ‘he detached
cruifers to look for fome miffing fhips, which joined
him accordingly, and-made an inquiry into the.con-
dition of the fquadron. - The number of .killed
amounted to fenty-two, including captain Andrews
of the Defiance, and about one hundred and fixty-
cight were wounded. Three of the capital fhips
were fo much damaged in their imafts, that they
could not keep the fea, with any.regard to .their
fafety : a great number of the feamen weie ill, and
there was no veflel which could be converted into an
hofpital for the fick and wounded. In this fituation
Mr. Byng called a council of war, at which ha
permitted the land-officers to be prefent. -He rex .
prefented to them, that he was much inferior to the
enemy in weight of metal and numbers of men
that they had the advantage of:fending their wound~
ed to Minorca, from whence at the fame time they
were refrefhed and reinforced occafionally ; that, in.
his opinion, it was impracicable to -relieve St.’
- Philip’s fort, and therefore they ought.to make the

beft of their way back to Gibraltar, which might
— ) require
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require immediate proteGtion. The council con-
curring in thefe fenfiments, he direted his courfe
accordingly. “Had he been defeated, this meafure
would certainly have been a prudent one; but, as
the engagement was little more than & fort of &
ﬂn.rm‘:g he ought to have fought the enemy's flees
a fecond time, and regulated his conduct on the
iffue of that event. His returning to Gibraltar can,
be noway juftified ; for though itis true thas fortrefs
was extremely weak, yet it cannot be fuppofed that
Galiffoniere would defert his ftation off “Minorca,
covering the fiege of Mahon, to aét on the offenfive’
againft Gibraltar whilft there was an Englith
{quadron in the Mediterranean : and though we may.
very well afirm Mr. Byag had not fafficient force
for the relief of Minorca, yet it is certain he might
have landed what little force hehad ; -and ke ought
to have fought the French fleet with refolution and
courage. énndour and impartiality will allow, that
his condutt, during the-eng ént, was feandalous,
and his retreat to Gibraltar had all the appearance
of cowardice. : ’

" 'ReFERENCES # the PLATES amexed.
PLATE L

Fitft pofition of the Englith and French fleets at twoin the afe
ternoon, May 20, ‘1756, wind 8. W. by W.—A. Prench line'
of twelve fhips with their heads to the N. W, their maintop-fails to
the maft, but with fteerage way.—B. Englith line of thirteen
fhips going down on the enemy, admiral Byng having juft ‘made
the fignal for the leading fhip to lead large, in order to lead down

“flanting on the enemy, ‘and avoid being raked. — 1 Defiance, 2
Portland, 3 Lancafter. 4 Buckingham. .rear-admiral Weft. §
Captain, 6 Intrepid. 7 Revenge. 8 Princefs Louifa. 9 Tridemt.

10, Ramillies, 11 Culloden. x2 Deptford. 13 Kingfton. C.

Five French frigates to leeward of their line,~D. Faur Englith

firigates to windward of their line. 24 Experiment, 15 Dolphin.
16 Phenix, 17" A fchooner, ‘38 CheRerfield, Pofiton
: : - Pofition
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. PLATE IL . . ,
. Pofition of the Englith and French fleets at about half an hegr
after two'in the afternoon, May 20, 1756, when the French
fleet began the engagemnent. A. French line going with the
wind upon the beam, ‘and maintopfails to the maft, the fourth
and fifth fhips began the fire, and very foon it became general.—s
B. French frigates to windward,— C, Englith line; the van not
yet fajsly up to their refpe@ive adverfaries, and confequently not
the rear, as the angle after tacking muft be greater in the rear
than the van, yet all but the two fternmoft were even now
within gun-thot.—D. Th; Intrepid putting right down out of
the headmoft fhips way, by which, in bringing-up, fhe was im-
mediately difabled.—E. The admiral, with the fignal out to
engage the enemy, rejurning their fire, which he had received
from the three fhips for a confiderable time going down, without
anfwering it, as not thinking himfelf near enough,—F, Deptford
ordered out of the line.—G. G. Phamix, with the fchooner, to
attend her incafe of burning, to receive her people, — H, Chef~
terfield.~=I. I, The Experiment and D lphin. ‘

1 PLATE I,

Pofition of the Englith and French fleets, at three in the af.
ternoon, May 20, 1756, wind atout S. W. by W. A, French
Line-engaged, the three headmoft bearing wp, the fourth and
fifth thips fetring topgallant fails, and alfo bearing up; the center,
firing on the Englith van at fome diftance, the eleventh fhip of
the enemy’s line having loft her maintopfail-yard, ran out of the
line from-admiral-Byng’s thip, who was fired at by ‘the three
fternmoft of the French line.~B. The Defiance, Portland,
Lancafter, Buckingham, and Captain, engaging- the enemy’s
van, — C. The Intrepid had her foretopmoft fhot away.
in bringing up to engage, and was much- fhattered; fhe
lay ungovernable,.—D. The Revenge aback clofe to the In-
trepid.—E. The Princefs Louifa aback to avoid running on
board the Intrepid and Revenge, and fhot out of her lins
as fhe brought up to the wind, —F. The Trident aback
for the fame purpofe, and clofe on  board the admiral.—
©. The admiral throwing aback to keep clear of the thipsa-hcad
of him, that in the fmoke of the engag be was near being
on board of witheut feeing them immed.ately.—H. The Cul-
loden.—I. The Kingfton.—K. The Deptford.—L, The Chef- .
terfield.—M. The Pheenix,—N. A fchooner~0. The Dol-
phin,~P. The Expésiment, . :

§ As
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As foon as advice was brought to Efigland of the
French army being landed on the ifland of Minorea,

it was refolved to declare war, which was accor-
dingly done in the following words:

His Majefy’s D:dwati;(r; of War againft the French
ng. .
. GEORGE REX. :

The unwarrantatle proceedings of the French in
the Weft Indies and Narth America, fince the con-
clufion.of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, and the
ufyrpations and incroachments made t;y them apon
our territories, and the. fettlements of our fubjets .
in thofe , paxsiculasly in our province of Nova
Scotia, have been 0 notorious, and fo uent,
that they cannat but be lpoked upon asa fufliciens
evidence of a formed defign and refolution in that -
court to purfue invariably fuch meafures as; fhould
moft effe&tually Iromote their ambitious views, -
without any regard to.the moit folemn  treasied . and
engagements. We have not been wanting on our
part to make, from time tq, time, the moft ferious .
roprefentations to the. French king upon thefe re-
peated a&ts of violence, and to endeavour to obtain
redrefs and fatisfaltion for the injuries done to our
fybjeds, and to prevent the like caufes of complaint -
for the future ; but though frequent affurances have -
been given, that every thing thould be fettled agree-
ably to the treaties fubfifting between .the two.
crowns, and particularly that the evacuation of the
four neutral iﬁands in thie Weft Indies fhould be ef-
fotted, (which was expreily promifed to our ambaf-
fador in France) the execution of thefe affurances,
and of the treaties on which they were founded, has:
been evaded under }hq moft frivolqus. pretences:

R : F ' and
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and the unjuftifiable pratices of the French gover- _
nors, and of the officers acting ‘under their autho-
rity, were ftill carried on, tll, at length, in the
month of April 1754, they broke outintv open ads
of hoftility, when in time of profound peace, withe
out any declaration of war, and without any pre- -
vious notice.given, or application made, a body of
French forces, under the command- of -am oi%cer
bearing the French king’s commiffion, attacked in a
heftile manner, and Poﬂ'e_ﬁ'ed themfelves of the Eng-
lifh forton the Ohio in North America.

But notwithftanding this x& of hoftility, which *
could’ riot but be lodked upon as 2 commencement:
of wir; yet; from our earneft 'ddfire of peace, ad -’
in hopes the court. of Francé 'wouldi difavow this'!
violence and injufticé, we ¢ontented ourfelves with
fending fitch to force to Amefic; ‘as was indi
fibly neceflry-for’ the imniediate!defence and pro- *
tottion'of our fubje®s againft freth attacks.and in- -
falts, . . vnovaT oo T

-In the'mein time’ great naval ‘drmaments were
teparthg in'the porfs of France, and a confiderable

dy of French troops embatked for North Ame-

_rica ; and thewgh the Preanch-ambaflador was fent
back to England with fpecious profeflions of a de-
fire ‘to ateommodaté thefe differences,. yet it ap-

ated, that their real-defign was only to gain time
or the paffage of thofe troops to- Ameriea, which
they hoped would fecure the fuperiority of the
French forces in thofe parts, and enable them to -
carry their ambitious and oppreflive proje&ts inte
execution. st -

In thefe circumftances we céuld not but think it
incumbent upon us to endeavour to prevent to pre- -

- vent the fuccefs of fo dangeroisa ‘defign, and to

oppofe the. landing of the Frengh troops’in Ame-
: Tica ;
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rica; and in confequence of the juft and neceffar
meafures we had taken for that purpofe, the Frenc
ambaflador was immediately recalled from our court;
the fortifications at Dunkirk, which had been re-
pairing for fome time, weré enlarged ; great bodies
of troops marched down to the coaft, and our king-
dbmis were threatened with an invafion. ’

- In order to prevent the execution of thefe defigns,
and to provide for the fecurity of our kingdoms,
whi¢ch were thus threatened, we could no longer
forbear giving orders for the feizing at fea the fhips
of the French king, and his fubje&ts: notwithftand -
ing which, as we were ftill unwilling to give up all -
hopes that an accommodation might be effe@ed, we
have contented ourfelves hitherto with detaiuing the
faid fhips, and preferving them, and (as far as pof-
fible) their cargoes entire, without ‘proceeding to
the confifcation of them: butit being now evident,
by the hoftile invafion' a€tually made bythe French -
king of our ifland of Minorca, that it 1s the deter-
mined refolution of that court to hearken to no
térms of peace, but to carry on the war, which has ,
been long begun on their part, with the utmott vio-
lénce, we can no longer remain, confiftently with
what we owe to owr own honour, and to the welfare
of our fubjeéts, within thofe bounds which, from a
_ defire of peace, we had hitherto obferved.
‘Wehave therefore thought proper to detlare war,
and we do herel?' declare war, againft the French
king, who hath {o unjutly begun it, relying on the
help of almighty God in our juft undertaking, and
being aflured of the hearty concurrence and affif-
tance of our fubjeéts in fupport of fo good a caufe;
hereby willing and requiring our captain-general of
our forces, our commiflioners for executing the of-
fice of our high admiral of Great Britain, our lieu-
F 2 tenants
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tenants of our feveral counties, governors of our
forts and garrifons, and all other officere and foldiers
under them, by fea and land, to do and execute all
aéts of hoftility, in the profecution of this war,
againft the French king, his vaffals, and fubjeéts,
and to c;pgofe their attempts ; willing and requiring
-all out fubjeds to take notice of the fame, whom
" we henceforth ftritly forbid to hold any correfpon-
dence or communication with the faid French king,
or his fubjefts: and we do hereby commaind -our
‘own fubjets, and advettife all other perfons, of
what nation {foever, not to tranfport or carry any
foldiers, arms, powder, ammunition, or other con-~
traband goods, to any of the territories, lands, plan-
tations or countties of the faid French king; de-
claring, that whatfoever fhip or veflel fhall be met.
withalg, tranfparting or carrying any foldiers, arms,
pbwder, ammunition, or any other contraband goads,
to any of the territories, lands, plantations or coun-
tries of the faid French king, the fame being taken,
fhall be condemned'as good and lawful prize.

"And whereas there are remaining in our kingdom
divers of the fubje@s of the French king, we do
hereby declare our royal intention to be, that all the
French {ubje@s, who fhall demean themfelves duti-
fully towards us, fhall be fafe in their perfons and.
cffells :

_Given at our court at Kenfingson, the 17th day
of May 1756, in the 2gth year of our reign.

\ GOD faive the KING.

|

The
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The French King's Declaration of War againfi the

King of England, dated at Verfailles, Fune 9, 1756,
and proclaimed at Paris the 16th.

By the KING.

All Europe knows that the king of England was,
in 1754, the aggreffor againft the poffeflions of the
king in North America; and that in the month of
June, laft year, the Englifh navy, in contempt of
“the law of nations, and the faith of treaties, began
to exercife the moft violent hoftili ies aga:nit nis
majefty’s fhips, and againft the navigation and com-
merce of his fubjetts.: The king, juftly offended
with this treachery, and the infult offered to his
flag, fufpended, during eight ménths, the effetts
of his refenument, and what he owed to the dignity
of Ms crown, only through the fear of expofin
Europe to the calamities of a new war, *Twas wi
this falutary view that France at firlt only oppofed
the injurious proceedings of England by the moft
monerate behaviour. At the time that the Englith
navy was taking, by means of the moft odious vio-
lences, and fometimes by the bafeft artifices, the
Freoch (hips that failed with confidence under the
protetion of the public faith, his majefty fent back.
to England a frigate which bad been taken by the
French navy, ang the Englifh fhips continued their
trade unmolefted in the ports of France. At the
time that the French foldiers and failors were treated
with the greateft feverity in the Britith iflands, and
that the behaviour, with refpeét to them, was carried
beyond the bounds preéfcribed by the law of nature
and humanity' to the moft rigorous rights of war,
the Englith travelled and inhabited freely in France,
under the protetion of that regard which civilized
people rectprocally owe t(i? each other. At the tidn:’c,

- 3 ‘
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that the Englith minifters, under the appearance of
good iaith, impofed upon the king’s embaffador by
falfe proteftations, at that very time they were put-
ting in execution, in all parts of North America,
-orders that were dire@tly contrary to the deceitful
affurances that they gave of an approaching accom-
" modation. At the time that the court of London
was_draining the arts ¢f intrigue, and the fubfidies
of England, in order to ftir up other powers againit
the court of France, the king did not even acquire
of them thofe fuccours which, by guaranties and-
defenfive treaties, he was authorifed to’ demand;
and only advif:d them to juch meafures as were ne-
ceflary for their own peace and fecurity.
Such has been the conduét of the two nationms.
The firiking contraft of their proceedings ought to

conviuce all Europe of the views of jealoufy, am- -

bition, and avarice, which incite ‘the one, and of

.the principles of honour, joftice, and moderation,

upon which the other behaves. The king was in
hopes that the king of England, purely from a con-
figeration of the rules of equity and his own ho-
nour, would have difavowed the fcandalous’ ex-
cefles which his fea officers continually committed.
His majefty had even furnifhed him with an oppor-
tunity of {o coing, ina juft and becoming manuer,
by demanding the {peedy :nd intire reftitution of
the French inips taken by the Englith navy, and
had offered him, upon :hat preliminary condition,
to cnter into a negoriation with regard to the other
{atisfaflions which he had a right to expeé, and to
_ litien to an amicable reconciliation of the differences

" concerning America. ‘
. The king of England having rejeted this propo-
fition, the king could not but look upon his refufal
a3
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-as the moft authentic declaration of war,. as his ma~
jefty had declared he fhould do in his requiiitioa.
The Britifh court might therefore have difpentéd
with a formality which was become unneceffary ; a
more effential motive fhould have engaged it not to
fubmit to the judgment of Europe the pretended
‘grievances which the king of England ailedged
againit France, in the d-claration of war which he
caufed to be publifhedat London. -~ " ’

The vague imputations contained in that ‘work,
have in reality no foundation, and the 'manncr ‘in
which they are fet forth would be fufficient‘to-prove

- their weaknefs, if their falfity had not already been
firongly demonftrated in -the memorial which the
king caufed to be delivered at all courts, containing
the {fubftance of the fa&ts with the proofs thereof, as

" far as relates to the prefent war, and the negotia-
- tions which preceded it.

' 'There is ‘neverthelefs one important fa&, which
is not mentioned in that memarial, becaufe it was
impoflible to forefee that England would carry, as’
far a3 fhe has done, her want of delicacy in finding
out ways to impofe upon the public. "I'he affair in
queftion: is the’ works erected at Dunkirk, and the

- troops which the king caufed to be affembled upon

- the fea coafts.

. Who would not think by the king of England’s
declaration of war, that thefe two motives occa-
fioned the order he gave to feize at fea the thips be-
longing to the king and his fubjects? And yet no-

" body is ignorant that the works at Dunkirk were

not begun upon till after the taking of two of his
majefty’s fhips, which were attacked in a time of
fall peace by a fquadron of thirteen Euglith men
of war. [t is”likewife equally known by every
body, that the Englith marine had feized upon

- F g French
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French fhips for above fix months, whentowa/qis
the end of February laft, the firft battalions that
the king fent to the fea coafts began their march.
If the king of England ever refleéts upon the
treachery of the reports that were made to him
upon both thefe occafions, how can he forgive thofe
who engaged him to advance falls, the {uppofidon
_of which cannot even be coloured by the feaﬁ fpe-
cious appearances?
What the King owes to himfelf, and what he
" owes to his fubjects, has at length obliged him to
repel force by force ; but being faithfully attached
to his natural fentiments of juftice and moderation, °
his majefty has only dire&ted his military opera-
tions againft the king of England, his aggrefior;
. and all his ‘political negotiations have been carried
on with no other view but to juftify the confidence
which the other nations of Europe place in his
friendfhip, and in the uprightnefs of his intentions ?

It wou:d be needlefs to enter into a more ample
detail of the motives which forced the king to fend
a body of his troops into the ifland of Minorca,
and which at prefent oblige his majefty to declare
war againft the king of England, as he does hereby
declare it, both by fea and land. .

By atiing upon principles fo worthy of detgr-
mining his refolutions, he is fecure of finding,
. from the juftice of his caufe, the valour of. his
troops, and the love of his fubjeéls, thofe refonrces
which he has always experienced on their part ;. apd
he relies priucipally upon the prote@ion of ghe
God of armiks. ,

His majefty orders and .enjoins all his fubjeqs,
vaffals, and fervants, to fall upon the fubjetts -of
the king of England, and exprefly prohibics all
communication, commerce, and intelligence hwith

them,

. -
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“them, upon pain of death: in confequence of
which his majefty revokes all permiffions, paffports,
fafe-condu@®s, &c. contrary to thefe prefents, whe-
‘ther granted by his majefty, orany of his officers,
farther commanding the admiral and marfhals of
France, and all fea and land officers, to fee that the
contents of this declration be duly executed within
their feveral jurifdi®ions, for fuch is his majefty’s
will, as it is, that thefe prefents be publithed, and

+ fixed up, in all the towns and fea-ports of this
kingdom, that none may plead ignorance thereof.
Done at Verfailles the gth of June, 1756. |

Sign’d LOUIS.
And underneath, Rouille.

CHAP IL
The fige of MWA‘;  Affairs of Afia and

ersca.

ON the 12th of April, the French fquadron
failed from Toulon, confifting of thirteen
hips of the line, and feven frigates, commanded
by M. de la Galiffoniere, with aboat 11,000 men
on board tranfports, commanded by the duke de
Richlicn. On the 18th, they landed at Cieuda-
della, on the ifland of Minorca, and on the 25th
they :_g’peared before the caftle of St. Philip, the
chief fortrefs in the ifland: upon which governor
Blakeney fent a letter to the French general, de-
“firing to know lis reafons for coming there; the
anfwer impled, that he was come to reduce the
. . Fs iland
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ifland by way of retaliation for the lofits which the
French king and his fubjets had fultained in the
taking of their fhips by the Englith. On the 12th of
May the operations of the fiege began; at firft the
duke de Richlieu ere&ted his batteries on a point
called cape Mola, where he was at too great a dif~
* tance to do any execution, and he was fo expofed to
the fevere fire of the garrifon, that he thought
proper to alter his l!:l:m-of attack, by advancin
on the fide of St. Philip's town ; here he openeg
feveral batteries, which kept an inceffant fire on
the caftle.  On the 17th the Britith' fquadron ap-
peared, which fo'eJevated the fpirits of the garri-
.fon, that, by their reboubled efforts, they deftroyed
.many of the. enemy’s works. Mr. Boyd, commif-
. fary of the ftores, ventured to embark in a linle
boat of fix oars to goto the admiral ; he pafled. the
enemy’s batteries without harm, notwithftanding
they made a difcharge of mufquetry and cannon at
him ; but when he was got into &e open fea, he
perceived the fquadron to be at a great diftance,
‘and two of the enemy’s light vellels purfuing him;
whereupon he determined to.return to the caitle, and
was landed without having received the leaft da-
mage. This tranfaction entircly - confutes Mr.
Byng’s notion, that it was impradicable to open
a communication with the garrifon. Next day the
-French fquadron returped to their flation at the
mouth of the harbour, which threw a. damp on the
fpirits of the befieged. In the evenigg they. were
informed by a French deferjer, that the Englith
fyuadron had been defeated in an engagement, and
this was fuon confirmed by a feu_ de joye :in the-
French camp. ‘'ihe brave garriion, notwithftand-
ing this mortification, refolved to acquit themfelves
with houour and intrepidi'y, hoping that the Englifh
‘ ; . - {quadron
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fquadron would be reinforced, and retarn to their.
relief. They remounted cannon, the carriages of
which had been difabled: they removed them oc-
_ cafionally to places from whence it was judged they
_ could do the greateft execution: they repaired
breaches, reftored merlons, and labo with fur-

rifing alacrity, even when they were furrounded
Ey the nimeroas bateries of the foe; when their
‘embrafurzs, and even the parapets, were demo-
lithed, and they ftood expoled notonly to the can-
‘non and mortars, bat alfo to the mafquetry, which
‘fired upon them, - without ceafing, from the windows
of the houfe in_the town of St. Philip. By this
‘time they were invefted with an army of twenty
-thoufand men, and plyed inceflantly from fixty-two
:battering cannon, twenty-one mortars, and four -
“howitzers, befildes the finall arms: neverthelefs,
‘the lofs of men within the fortrefs was very incon-
fiderable, the garrifon being moftly fecured in the
“fubterranean works, which were impenetrable to
thells or fhot. By the twenty-feventh day of June
‘the enemy had made a praticable breach in one of
‘the ravelins, and damaged the other outworks to
fuch a degree, that they determined this night to
ive a general affaulr. Accordingly, between the
ours of ten and eleven, they advanced to the attack
_ from all quarters on the land fide. ‘At the fame time
a firong detachment, in armed boats, attem;sted to
force the harbour, and penetrate into the creek,
called St. Stephen’s cove, to ftorm tort Charles, and
fecond the attack upon fort Marlborough on' the far-
ther fide of the creek, the moit detached of all the
‘outworks. The enemy advanced with great intre-
spidity, and " their commander, the duke de Rilqh.-
AP . . B . . . . ( lﬁ
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lieu, is faid to have led them up to the works

r{on. .
Such an affault could not bat be'aggended wish
great flaughter: they were mowed down, as they
approached, with grape fhot and mufqueuy.; and
feveral mines were {prung with great effet, {o thee
the glacis was almoft covered with the dying apd
the dead. Neverthelefs, they perfeyered wi':ﬁ -
common refolution ; and, though repulicd.on every
other fide, at length made a lodgment in the Queen’s
redoubt, which been greatly damaged by their
cannon. Whether their fuccefs in this quarter was
owing to the weaknefs of the place, or to the ami-
- dity of the defenders, certain 1t js, the enemy wese
in pofieflion before it was known to the officers of
the garrifon: for lieutenant-colopel Jeffries, the fo-
conf in command, who bad acquitted himfelf finge
the beginning of the fiege with equal courage,

' %kill, and aduvity, in his wifitation of this poft, was
fuddenly furrounded and taken by a file of French
grenadiers, at a time when he never dreamed they
had made a lodgment. Major Cynningham, who
accompanied him, met with a feverer fate, though he
efcaped captivity: he was run through the right arm
with a bayonet, and the piece being difcharged at
the fame time, fhatteied the bones of his hand im
fuch a manner, that he was maimed for life. Im
this ,lhocking condition he retired behind a traverfe,
and was carried home to his quariers. Thus the go-
vernor was deprived of his two principal affiftants,
one being taken, and the other difabled.

The enemy having made themfelves mafters of
Anftruther’s and the Queen’s redoubts, the duke
de Richlieu ordered a parley to be beat, in ordes
@ obtain permiffion to bury the dead, and nm:hv‘q,

. ]
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she wounded. ‘This requet was granted with mome
humanity than difcretion, ‘inafmuch as the enemy
&ook thisoplgormnity to throw a reinforcement af
fepn privately into the places where the lodgments
had been made, and thefe penetrated int¢ the gal-
lexy of the mines, which communicated with all
#he other outworks. ) : . ) N

Dusing ‘this fhort ceffation, general Blakengy
Sammoned a conncil of war, to deliberate upon the
Ante of the fort and garrifon ; when the majority de-
«clared for e capitulation. The works werein many
plates ruined; the body of the caftle was fhattered.;
sany guns were difmounted, the embrafures and
parapets demolifked, the palifadoes broke in pieces;
the garrifon exhaufted with hard duty and inceflant
watching, and the enemy:in fion of the fub-
ferTanean CoMmMUunications. fides, the governqr
had received information from prifoners, that the
duke de Richlieu was alarmed by a repost that the
- imasthal duke de Belleile would be fent to fuperfede
kim in the command, and for that reafon would
,hazard another dei};erate affault, which it was the
opinjon of the majority the garrifon ¢onld not fuf-

tain. Thefe confiderations, added to' the defpajr
of being relicved, induced him te demand a capi-
tulation. But this meafure was not talen with the
. nanimous -confent of the cquncil. Some officers
oblerved, that the garrifon was very liule dim;-
nithed, and #ill in goud {pirits: that no bpeach was
made in the body of the cattle, nor 2 fingle cannon
ereQed ta batter in breach: that the lofs of an oug-
work was neyer deemed a fufficient reafon for fus-
Fendering fuch a fortrefs : that the counterfcarp was
mot yet taken, nor. on account of the rocky. fil
«ould be taken, except by affault, yhichwouﬁco‘::
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‘the enemy 2 greater number; than they had loftia
their late attempt : that they could not attack the
ditch, or batter in ‘breach, before the counterfcarp
thould be taken, and even then they maft have -
recourfe to galleries before they could pafs the foffe,
swhich was furnithed with mines and countermires :
finally, they fuggefted thatinall probability the Britifh
“fquadron would be reinforced, and fail back to their
‘relief; orifit fhould not return, it was the duty of the
~ governor to defend the place to the laft extremity,
without having any regard to the confequences. Thefe
remarks being over-ruled, the chamade was-beat, a
‘conference enfued, and ‘very honourable conditions
iwere granted to the garrifon, in confideration of the .
‘gallant defence they had made. The fiege was vi-
-gorous while it lafted : the French are faid to have
*Joft five thoufand men ; but the lofs of the garrifon,
which at firit fel] thort of three thoufand men, did
‘not exceed one hundred. The capitulation im-
‘ported that the garrifon fhould march out with all
-the honours of war, and be conveyed by fea to Gib- -
‘raltar. S
“That mifcondu&® which fent out admiral Byng
‘too- late, difpatched admiral Hawke "to take the
-command of the ‘fleet, and relieve Mahon. Had
this admiral béen fent at firft, the ifland had doubt-
‘lefs been preferved; but the fending him now,
-when the fleet could be no longer of any fervice to
" ‘Minorca, was looked upon as an idle errand ; how-
‘ever, this meafure was taken to appeafe the difcon-
-tents- of the peoPle, who began to perceive the
-negligence of thofe at the helm. Admiral Hawke
‘was ordered ‘to fend ‘hoine the devoted fcape-peats
‘and lord Tyrawley, who weat with the admiral,
Do e s . was
L4
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was ordered. to fuperfede lieutenant-general Fowke
in his government of Gibraltar. When Sir Edwasd

" Hawke arrived off Minorca, he found the ifland
was taken; however, he cruized about for fome
time, expofed to violent tempefts and other: hard-

ips, while the French fleet lay fafe in the harbour

of Foulon. ) .

- When admiral Byng arrived in England, he was
. fent under a ftrong guard' to Greenwich' hofpital,
. where he was confiaed a clofe prifoner, till the of-
-ficers from the Mediterranean could be fpared to at-

tend his- trial by a court martial. When general

Blakeney arrived in London, he met with a gracious
_reception.at court, and was.by ‘the king promoted
-to the rank of an.Irifh baron.  Party lifted him up
‘as an obje& worthy of public veneration, and the
:people idolized him in his infirmities, The fame

party trampled upon ‘Byng with abhorrence and
congempt.. Such were prejudice and paflion. The
few, who were of a.medium caft,. faw that thefe of-

ficers were viewed at the different ends of a falfe

rfpeive. At this time addreflfes were brought
from all parts of this kingdom to the throne, la-
menting the late mifcarriages, praying, that the au-
thors” of: them ‘might be brought to juftice, and

‘hinting . at the milcondué’ of. the miniftry, in not

fending timely and effectual fuccours. t

. The firft. victim offered to quict the difcontents

of the people was lieutenant general Fowke, ‘whofe

«<condu and integrity, as well ashi} amiable private

charatter, had always, till this unfortunate periods
ditinguithed himfelf .as 2 man of wosth.and hel
nour. He was accufed of ‘having difobeyed dt::e

. orders

-
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orders of the fecretary at war, contained in the fel-
lowing letters: ’

9o liewt, gew. F——ke, or, in bis d/mc;, to the com-
mander in chisf in bis majefly's garrifon at Gib-
saltar.

. War-Offics) March.21, 17564
SIR, ' » 173

!amoox;nmmdei:aequﬁnt you, shat it is his
ajefty’s pleafure o receive into your garrifon
hrd% Bertie’s zegunent, mdo)t:uty there:
and in cafe you fhall apprebesd, that the Freach
dntend to make any attempt upon his majefty’sifland
-of Minarca, it is his majefty’s plealure, that you
~ make a detachment out of the troops jn your
rifon equal to a battalion, to be commanded E;;
-Heutenant-colonel and major, to be the eldeft in
your garrifon, and to be put on board the fleet for
ahe relief of Minorca, as the admiral fhall think
-convenicnt, wh; is v carry them to the faid iflapd.
. .m, ’ ‘ "
‘ Your humble fervant,
' B.

Boline. gen. F——ke, or, in bis abfencs, tothe com-
. mandey in chief in bis majefly’s garrifom in Gib-
raltar. ‘
. 5 VR War-Office, 4pril 1, 1956.
SIR, : :
It is his majefty’s pleafure, that you receive inte
m ‘%:.:eirf:n the women and children belonging to

Bertie’s regiment.

Qe
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Yo lisnt. gen. F——wke, or the commander In chicf at
- Gibraltar. "
i War-Office, 12, 1756.
T oot £3 y0u b general § ] a,,.?:rd
1 wrote to you tewart , if that order
is aat complie’;l wi;i, then you are nowfto make a
detachment of 700 men out of your own regiment
and Guifes ; and alfo another detachment out of
Pultenoy's and Panmure s regiments, and fend them
on board. the fleet for the Tslief of Mahon. Butif -
that order bas been complied with, r4ex you are to
make only ene detachment of 700 men, to be com-
manded by another lieutenant.colonel and major,
and tofend it to Mahon ; and you are alfo to detain
all fuch empty veflels as fhall come into your har- -
bour, and keep them in readinefs for any fartber
tranfgortation of tresps. 1 have alfo his royal high-
nefs the duke off Cu‘:\berland’sveommands to deﬂ,
that, you will keep your garrifon as alert as poflible,
doring this critical time, and give fuch other affifiance
as may be in your power for the relief of Minorca;
taking care, however, not to fatigue or endanger
your own garrifon. . -

“Thefe letters Mr. Fowke received at one time
from the fame hand. The third letter not men-
tioning that it fuperceded the firft left it in full
foree. The word if at the beginning of this laft
letter, and other parts of it, feemed to imply that
the otherorddr was difcretionary. Upon the whole,
Mr. Fowke thought they were both together urin-
telligible, and he called a council of war at Gib-
raltar, not to deliberate, whether he fhould obey
them, but fow he fhould underfiand them. By the
firft lotter lord Robert Bertie’s regiment, eomxg:lx;lﬁ

; A e T lle
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_called the fyziliers, was erdered-into garrifon : hy
the fecond he was ordered to receive the wiveg and
_ children, who muft have difembarked with the re-
’ﬁiment [this letter was meant, that the governor
.4dhould conclyde from it-the regiment was to be’fent
.to Minorca, and it was to prevent any ufelefs.
" mouths going thither: but is not this drawing con-
clufions,witlout premifes? or is it cyflomary in
military orders, which cannot be too clearly ex-
- prefled?] and by the third, the regiment was fup-
©, pofed to be on d. Now does it appear, that
. Mr. Fowke was to fend a detachment, together
.. with_the fuziliers to Minorca? or that he was to
feud a detachment from the garrifon, detaining the
. fuzilicrs at Gibraltar? Afier 275 men had been
. fpared to captain Edgcumbe, the whole garrifon
was but 2531, and the ordinary duty required 83q,.
., therefore there was not enough for three reliefs ;
_ and this too, ata time when the place was appofed.
. to be in danger, nay, when the 'government them-.
- felves thought fo, as is evident from the conclufion.
. of the laft letter. This determined the council of
war not to {end any troaps to Minorca. But fuppe
fing the orders had been pofitive, and he “had
.. abeyed themr, as they ought to have arrived, viz.
fent 7oc men according to the firft letter, and 760
according to the third, would he- have had enough.
left for the defence and prefervation of the fortrefs?
And to crown the whole, what could be the mean-
ing of that order to detain all empty veflels. for a
_ farther tranfportation of troops,—was he to.embark
the whole garriton, and abahdon the place?
~ Mr.Fowke alledged that thefe orders were confufed,.
. contradictory, . and implied a difcretionary power.
. The court was equally divided, whether they fhould
_ acquit him or fufpend him fora year; but thﬁed pre-
< cnt'
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fident, who.in thefe cafes has the cafting vote, gave
it againft the prifoner; and the king foon-after dif-

iffed him Ris fervice; but his prefcat ma-
jefty has reftored him to his rank in the army. -
The trial of ‘admiral Byng was'held the 27th of
December on board the St. George man of war in
Portfmouth ; when, after a long fitting, the coust
unanimoufly agreed, he had be.n negligent in the
iezrforman'cc of his daty at the time he ought to
ve engaged the French admiral; but that this
. megligence partly arofe from an- error in his judg-
ment ; and from many favourable fymptoms they
" thought him an obje& worthy of mercy, and therefore
recommended him, becanfe the 12th arti¢le of war
. (under which he fell) prefcribes death without mitiga-
_tion in cafes of negligence. Mauy of the officers, who
. compofed this tribunal, maniieited figns of grief at his
condemnation, and it was generally believed that the
admiral thought he had fullv difcharged hjs duty;
but he relied too much on . onitious innocence.
Great intergt was 1aade in his behalf, and perhaps
his prefervation would have been effeCled, bad it
rot been judged neceffary to facrifice him, to ap-
peafe the fury of the pedple; but the warrant of
the idrds of the admiralty, direing his execution,
one gentleman of the ‘board refufed to fubfcribe fo
the following reafons:

A——I1F s's reafons for not figning the warrant
- for admival Byng’s execution.

¢ It may be thought great prefumption in me to

differ from fo great authority as that of the twelve

judges* ; but when a man is called upon to fign his

. 'I;he legality of admiral Byhg‘s, fentence had been referced
to the twelve judges, who coafirmed it.

. ) name
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name to'an a&, which is to give authority to the
- fhedding of blood, he onghtg:o be guided by his
~.own confcience, and not by the opinions of other

men.. ‘ 5
¢¢ In the cafe before us, it is not the merit of admi-
ral Byng that I confider: whether he deférves death,
or not, is not a equefiom for me to decide ; but
whether or not his life can be taken away by the
fentence pronounced on him by the court-martial ;
and after having fo-clearly explained their motives
for pronouncing fuch a fentence, is the point which

alone has employed my moft ferious confideration.
« The twelf(z article of war, on which admiral

Byng’s fentence is grounded, fays, ¢ That eve:
erfon who, in time of aftion, fhall withdraw,
eep back, or not come into fight, or who fhall not
<o his utmoft, &c. through motives of cowardiee,
negligence, or difaffeftion, fhall'fuffer death.’ The
court martial does, in ex  words, acquit admizal
Byng of cowardice and difaffedtion, and does not
name the word negligence. Admiral an‘; deesnat,
as I conceive, fall undeér the leteer or def c:iPtion of
the twelfth articlo of war. [ miy be faid, that
‘negligence is implied, though the word is not men-
tioned ; otherwife the court-martial would not have
breught his offence under the twelfth article, having
acquitted him of cowardice -and difaffe€tion. ‘But
it muft be acknowledged, that the negligence im-'
"Elie\i ‘cannot be wilful negligence ; for wilful neg-
igence, in admiral Byng’s fituation, muft have
proceeded from either cowardice or difaffetion, and
he is exprefly acquitted of both thefe crimes :
befides, theie crimes, which are implied only, and
not named, may indeed juftify futpicion, and pri-
vate opinion ; but cannot fatisfy the confcience mna

cafe of blood.
. ¢ Admiral
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<< Admiral Byng’s fate was referred- to-a-court-
martial ; his life and death were left to their opi-
nions. The court-martial condemn him to death,
becaufe, as they expreflly fay, they were under a
neceflity of doing o by reafon of the letter of the.
law, the feverity of which they complained of,
becaufe it admits’ of no mitigation. The court-
martial ‘exprefly fay, that for the fake of their con- -
fciences, as well as in jultice to the prifoner, they
mioft éarneftly recommend him to his majefly for
mercy ; itis evident then, that in'the opinions and
‘clp;f;ience: of; the judges, he was not deferving of
eath, . .
" «¢ The queftion then ‘is, fhall. the opinions, or
neceflities, of the court-marsial de admiral
Byng’s fite ? if it fhould be the larter, he will be
executed contrary to the intentions and meaning of
the judges ; if the former, his life is not forfeited,
His judges declare him not deferving of death;
but, miftaking either the -meaning of the law, or
the nature of his offence,. they, bring him under an ,
article of war, which, according to their own. de--

- feription of his offence, he does not, I. canceive,

fall under ; ahd then they condemn him to death, .
becaufe as they fay, the lyw admits of. no mitiga.
tion. Can a man’s life be taken away by fuch a.
fentence ? I would not wiﬂinfly be mifunderftood,
aid have it beljeved that I judge of admiral Byng’s .
deferts : that was the. bufinefs of a court-martial, -
ahd it is my duty only to a& according to my con-
fdence ; which after deliberate confideration, affift-
ed by the beft light a goor underftanding can afford,
it remains ftill in doubt ; and, therefore, I cannot
confent to t{ﬁn a warrant whereby the fentence of the
court-martial may be carried into execution ; for I,
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cannot help thinking that however criminal admiral ,
Byng may' be, his life is not forfeited by that'
fentence. ‘- 1 don’t mean to find fault with other,
men’s opinions, al I endeavour at is to give reafons
for my own ; and all 1 defire, or with, is, ‘that I.
may not be mifunderftood, I donot pretend to judge
of ‘admiral Byng’s deferts, nor to give tnhy opinion’
on the propriety of theatt. ~".© = - o
Signed the 16th .of Februgxfy\,’,lzﬁ, “at ‘the’
Admiralty, I :

The unfortunate admiral vprepared"himﬁ:{f for’
death with, reﬁ‘gnation and tranquility. He . maip.”
taihed a furprifing chearfalnefs to the laft; nor did .
he, from his congemnation to his execution, exhibit.
the leaft fign' of impatience or.apprehénfion.” Dur-’
ing that interval he had remained on board of the’
Monarque, a third rate fhip of wat, anchored ia.
the harbour of Portfmouth, under a ftfon guard, |
in - caftody” of the marfhal of the admiralty. On
the fourtdenth of March, the day fixed for his exe-'
cution, ' the: boats belonging “to’ the fquadron at’
Spithead 'being manned " and armed, containing
théir captains and officers, with a detachment of.
marines, attended this folemnity, in the harbour,'.

_ which was alfo crouded with an infinite number of"
othier boats and'veflels filled with fpeftators. Aboat
noon, the admiral having taken leave of a clergy-
man and two friends, who "accompanied’ him,
waltked out bf the great'cabin to the quarter-deck,
where two'files of marines were yeady to execute’
the fenténce. He advanced with a firm, delibe- .
rate ftep,' a’ comg;fed‘ and refolute countenance,
and refolved to fuffer with his face uncovered, un-
til his friends ‘reprefenting ‘that his looks would’

s ~ . poﬂibly
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pokﬂiblyintimidatel thlel ﬁ;l%iers, ?lnd prevent their
taking aim properly, he fubmitted to their requett, :
thre wghis hatq:)n ythe deck, kneeled on a cuthion, .
tied one, white handkerchief over his eyes, and
opped the other as a fignal for. his executioners, s
who fired a volley fo decifive that five balls paffed
through his body, and he dropped down dead inan .
inftant, 'The time in:which this tragedy wasacted, s
from his walking out of the cabin to his being de~
pofited in the coffin, did not exceed three minut%Vs'. :
. . We;

i 2 A

'# The fentiments of his fate he avowed on the vlerge of etbr-‘,

, when there was no longer any caufe’¢f diffimulation, in *
tHe following declaration, which, immediately before his death;, *
he delivered to the marfhal of .the admiralty. <¢ A few mo- .

. meats will ‘now deliver ms from thé virulent perfecution, and ,

!
r

:

froftrate the further malice of my enemies, Nor need I envy
them a life fubje& to the fenfations my injuries, and the in-

| Juftice done me, muft create ; perfuaded I am that juftice will’

bedone - to my reputation hefeafter : the manmer and cdufe of »
taifing and keeping up the popylar clamout and prejudics againtt ;
me, will be Jeen through. I fhall be confidered (a5 § now pers,

ceive myfe]f) a victim deftined to divert the indignation and fe-
fentment of dn injured and deluded people from the proper ob-

jefts. -My -enemies themfelves muft now think ‘me innotent, -
Happy for me, at this my laft momest, that } knew foy own ¢
innocence, and am confcious that no part of my country’s mif-.

fortunes can be owing to me. I heartily with the thedding my .

blood may contribute to the happinefs and fervice of my coun-
try ; but cannot refign my juft claim to a faithful difcharge of
my duty according to the beft of my judgment, and the utmoft
exertion of my abulity for his majefty’s honour, and my country’s
fervice. 1 am forry that my endeavours were not attended with |
more fuccefs ; and that the armament, under my command,
proved too weak to fucceed in an expedition of fuch moment,
Trath has prevailed ovér calumng dnd falthoed, and juftice has -
wiped off the ignominious ftain of my fuppofed want of per-
fonal courage, and the charge of difaffeQion. My heart acquits

. - me
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Weviﬂo?ot}lv mewardi;:ﬁa; and take a
retrofpe&t e ons. Tom 1749 to
the end of 1756. L 749

. Hoftilities were firft committed on the coaft of
Coromandel ;; an extenfive tervitory, fituated be-
tween the tenth and fourteenth degrees of north
latitade ; bounded on the north, by the kingdom
Golconda; on the eaft, by the bay of Bengl:ﬁ by
the principalities of Marawia: and Madura, on the
fouth; and:by the kingdom.of Rifnagar P; om.
the weft. It was formerly fubje& to the Great Mogul,
and flill properly. to him;_but he was-{o wea-~-
kened during his wars with the famous Kouli Khan,
that he has not yet been able to affer: his fovereignty
over this country. The European nations that. 7
India have obtained his confent.to make fettlements-
on this partof hisdominions, aswell as on the coafk
of Malabar, and.on the banks of the Ganges. Be-
caufe of the great diftance thefe. conntries are from
Iis capital, he appointed viceroys, or as they are
called in the Baft, Nabobs; to: govern the foveral’

of this extenfive and remote territory, which

hey hold under vaffalage, ‘payjng tribute, and do-
inghm. for the fame; but now they have al-
meit -off that yoke of dependency, and fre-

me of thefe crimes : but who can be prefﬁmfytuouny‘fnre of his *
own judgment? If my crimé is an error of judgment, or dif-
fering in opinion from my judges, and if yet the error in judg~
tnent thould be on their fide, God forgive them, as I do; and
may the diftrefs of their minds, and uneafinefs of ' their con- '
fclences, which in juftice to me they have reprefented, be re-
ditved and fubfide as my refentment has done, “The Supteme
Wige fees all bearts and motives, and to him J muft fubmit the ",
uflice of my ¢avfe,” o
Jo BYNG,

o . , quently
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vently make war againft one another, without con-
zlhing the Mogul about the matter.

It 1s to a difpute of this fort that the prefent war’
in that quarter owes its rife; in which the Englith
were concerned, for the Nabobs, whenever they
to war with each other, requeft the affiftance of fuch
Europeans as are fettled neareft their dominion.

In the year 1749, animofity and jealoufy began to
appear among them. ‘The nabob of Arcot had
been raifed to that dignity by the peculiar dire®ion .
of the Mogul, who depofed- Sundah™ Saheb, the
former nabob;. but this man in revenge formed a
confpiration with fome of his allies t0 cut off the'
new nabob of Arcot, and they had recourfe to Mon-
fieur Duplieux, the French governor of Pondicherry,
to aflift them in this enterprize ; who, on their mak-’
ing ceflion of the town of Velur, with its dependen-"
‘¢ies, confifting: of forty-five villaﬁes, fituated nea#,
Pondicherry, granted their requeft; and Anaweds.
Khan, nobob of Arcot, was defeated and flain i
the month of July, in the plains of his capital ; and.
Sundah Saheb was reinftated in the government of

Arcot,

. After the battle, Mahommed Ali Khan, fon of.
the late nabob, fled to T..achinapolli, a place of
great ftrength, to the fouthward, where he fuppli- .
cated the affiftance of the Englifh ; who, in commi-
feration of " his diftrefs, and partly in return for the
affection his father had fhewn them, fent him a re-
inforcement of men, ammunition, and money, un-
der the dire&tion of major Lawrence, an officer of
known experience and valour. In confequence . of
this fupply,” fome advantages were gained over the
enemy ; they were forced ¥ rétreat;  but nothing of .
importance was done. GSoon' after, Mahommed

: - Ali

.
-
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Ali Khan went in perfon to Fort St. David, to

folicit more powerful fuccours: he alledzed, that
his intereft and that,of the Englifh were the fame,

inafmuch, that if the enemies were fuffered to pro-

ceed in their conquefts, they thould be obidi to
quit the whole coaft. By this reprefentation the feeds

of jealoufy were fown among the Enﬂx:h wholooked

upon the French as meditating a plan to extirpate

them. Therefure they fent a firong reinforcement,

under the command of captain Cope. Nothing

material, however, was attempted, and the Englith

thought proper ta recal their auxiliaries; which was:
no fooner made known to the French, than they, in

conjuction with Sundah Saheb, determined to attack

Anawerdi Khan at the head of his flender force.

On the 6th day of April 1750, they obtained a

complete victory over him, and once more obliged "
him to quit his dominions.

" Finding himfelf unable to withftand the force of
the French and their allies, he again retired to
Tiruchinapaﬁi, and folicited, in .the moft prefling
terms, the aflifftance of the Euglith, ceding’ to
them fome commercial points which had
long in difpute; they, in return, entered into a-
treaty of alliance with him, promifing to affi him
to the utmott of their power; whereupon, captain’
Gingen, a brave Swifs gentleman, in tﬂz fervice of
the company, was detached om the gth .day -of
April 1751, with four hundred Europeans, and a
large train of art:llery, to watch the motions of the
enemy ; at the fame time captain Cope was fent to
put Tiruchinapalli in a pofture of defence.

"At Volconda, abourfeventy miles weft from
Port St. David, the two armies came in fight -of
cach other, and .continued in that fituation &the

: G 2 , fpace

-
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fpace of three weeks; during which time Gingen
did all in his power to bring the enemy to a general

ent, but he found 1t impaffible ; however,’
frequent fkirmithes - happened, which commonl
ended to the advantage of the Englith and their
ally. At length the Iudian governor of Volconda
declaring for the French, the Enghifh broke up
their camp, andmarched to Tiruchinapatli, and en-
camped under the walls of thatplace. The ehemy
followed as faft as pofiible, and immediately haid’
to that cipital”; but either their force was in-
ient, or they wanted {pirit to profecute their
operations wich vigour. - |
It was at this time that colonel Clive entered up-
o@ the fage, J:F to turn the fortune of war
ie,ehadzfomrl id afide the fword and atcepte
he office of purveyor to the army, ‘bat now hearing,
at St. David’s, that it was refolved to make a diver-
fion in' the province of Arcot, by fending a freth
detachment, in order to divide the enemies forces,’
he offered his fervice as a volunteer, without Pay,'
to command the troops deftined for this expedition.
Accordingly, on the twenty-fecond day of Auguft’
1751, he embarked with one hundred and thirty
E ns on board the Wager, an Eaft-India fhip,
for rafs, where he was joiried by eighty more.
With this flender force he began his march acrofs
the country for the city of Arcot; which on his‘ar-
rival he took pofleffion of, without opg:oﬁtioni : the
principal- inhabitants, expeting to be’ plundered,

% There are feveial  accomnts whichdo_not fay h word of
#his fiege ; but we take this from major Lawrence’s own letter,
written jn the town on the 1ath day of Juae 3751,

soffered

/
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offefed him a large fam to fpare their city, but he
eneroufly refufed their ranfom; and their fafety
ﬁowed_ from his benevolence and amity : at the fame-
time he caufed a proclamation. to be ‘made, impor-:
ting, that fuch as were willing to ftay thould receive .
no injary, and the reft have leave to- depart with-
their effects of all Kinds, excepting provifions, for:
which he promifed they fhould be paid the full value.
By this prudent behaviour, he entirely. gained their*
affeftions, and in return, they afterwards contribu-

ted not a little to his fafety. o ‘
" Such was the fecrecy and difpatch with which
this enterprize was executed, that the firft informa-:
tion the enemy  received, was Mr. Clive’s having-
taken poffeffion of Arcot. Sundah Saheb:immedi-
ately detached his fon with a confiderable force from®
his army, at this time beleaguering Tiruchinapalli,
to lay fiege to Arcot. The people, who had left
that city, thearing of his motions, immediately re-:_
" turned, and gave Mr. Clive the moft exa& intelli--
- gence-of the enemy’s defigns ; fo that: he had time
to put himfelf in a pofture of defence, and prepare-
for a vigorous refiftance. About the middle of Sep~’ -
- tember, 1751, the enemy appeared, and by'£~
24th, the town was completely invefted and befieg=-
ed ; the operations werc under the' direGtions of
European engineers; however, .they expended a:
fortnight before they could effeét a breach. At
lex;glth, by the thirteeeth day of October they had:
made. two, which were deemed practicable;: but-
fuch was the indolence of the enemy, that: before !
they were prepared to ftorm the breaches, Mr. Clive,.
with his ufual alacrity, had them filled and repaired
fo leqll. that they were as ftrong as any part of the
walls. . - . . o e -

il 12

.
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About thre¢-o’clock next morning, the befiegers
refolved to attack both breaches, and one -of the
gates, which they attempted to force open with
-elephants. But Mr. Clive having received intelli-
.gence of the time when the aflault was to be given, -
had fo well prepared for it with mafked batteries,
that he repulfed the befiegers in every quarter with
great flaughter, efpecially at the breaches, from.
:which fcarce twenty men retwned alive: upon .
.which Mr. Clive made a well concerted and fuccefs-
ful fally, which did the enemy confiderable mifchief.
-Next day captain Kirkpatrick arrived to his reiief,
with a party of Europeans, and two thoufand Ma-
:harattas. On the firft moment of his appearance,
the enemy begap to raife the fiege, and retired with
the - greateft gecipitation, leaving behind all their
cannon, and beft part of their baggage.
.. . Captain Kirkpatrick, with his Europeans, wers
<left in garrifon at Tiruchinapalli, while Mr, Clive,
reinforced by the Moharattas, marched in purfuit of
.the enemy, who had taken their rout northward,
and had, when he overtook them, reached the
plains of Arani, diftant at leatt one hundred and
fity miles from Tiruchinapalla. It was on the .
third ‘day of - December, 175, about noon, when
- both armies prepared to engage; Mr. Clive, at the
head of his %ngli(h attucked with fuch impetuofity,
that Sundah Saheb’s troops were not able to with-
fand the fhock ; however, by zdvantage of their
" fuperiority in numbers, the difpute continued with'
great obftinacy for the fpace of five hours; at the
end of which :timé' viGtory declared for Mr. Clive, -
and the nabob was totally defeated. The vi&ors
obtained this advantage at a-very:fmall expence,
for their whole lofs, in Europeans, did not confift

G3 .. of
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of twenty men ; and as for the reft, they are feldom
t-ken auy notice' of. Next day the city of Arani
furrendered, and a few days following, that of
Kajevaran. Such were the effeéts of a battle, which
ftruck fuch a terror into the enemy, that the coun~
try furrendered rather to the conqueror’s name than
to the force of his arms. The enemy being now,
to all appearance, difperfed, Mr. Clive returned in
sriumph to Fort St. David. . . -
But he_had not refided there many months before
he was ordered to take the field aguin. The enemy,
as foon as they heard he was retired, affembled
‘what forces they were able, and advanced to a place
called the Mount, about nine miles from the town
of Madrafs, where the gentlemen of that town have
their country feats, which they had began to plan-
der, when they received intelligence of Mr. Clive’s
approach. The very name of this young hero was
Jufficient to put a ftop to their depradations. Th
made a precipitate retreat towards Ascot, wb'g
Monfieur Duplieux had informed themi, was only
arrifoned with twenty men and a ferjeant, there~
fore they defigned to poffefs themfelves of ; but Mas
Clive, who wag reinforced with one handred and
“fixty men from Bengal, penetrated into the fchema,
and.followed fo clofe at their heels, that they were
fain to abandon their defiga and encamp. in. the moft
advantageous manner at Kloverypauk ;. when, heaws
ing that M. Duplienx’s accoupt of theiftrength-of
vircot was falie, they refalved to give: Mr. Clive
battie. Affembling their force, they found it a-
mountad . to,” abmoft three thoufand . four huridred
men, with eiglit pieces of cannon:: whereas Mri
Llive's farces did.nat reach one-third. ofithat hume
ber.  With -this view they quitted  theis intrench<
s i s .o e - FRCREU

T2



(135) - 1756
ments on the firft day of March, 1752, and advan-
ced in orderrof battle, taking poflefiion of a rifing
%round on the right, on which they placed fifty

uropeans; the front confifted of fifteen hundred
Sipoys, and one hundred and twenty or thirty
French; while the left was compofed of feventeen
hundred horfe. Such were the numbers and fitua-
tion of the enemy, whom Mr. Clive advanced to
attack, till he came within pufh of bayonet, order-
ing his men to referve theit fire till that time ; when
the work was fo extremely hot, that the enemy, in
a fhort time, were obliged to retire to their intrench-
‘ments ; which Mr. Clive attacked with the greateft
intrepidity, but witheut fuccefs. At length, when
it was almoft dark, and vi@ory fiill remainin,
doubtful, his troops being raw and undiiciplined,
and not accuftomed to attacking eritrenchments, he
happily thought of a ftep which anfwered his expece
tation, and gave him the vitory. He fent a de-
‘tachment round, to fall on the rear of the enemy’s
Dbattery ; the defign happily fucceeded, as it was
‘executed with courage, and planned with prudence.
.The Englith entered with their bayonets fixed, and
firing a platoon, {o difconcerted the epemy, that
the right wing, to a man, threw down their arms,
and furrendered prifoners of war; while the left
wing made their efcape under cover of the night.
* The battery had been defended by forty eight
"Europeans, fourteen Topafles or Portuguefe of the
country, and a body of natives: all of whom were
"made prifoners ; agreater number was killed. ~ The
viftors togk eight pieces of cannon, nine tumbrels
of powder, one hundred and eighty ftands of arms,
with the lofs of only twenty-feven men killed and
‘wounded. The vitory would have been morg
. G 4 brilliant,
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brilliant, had it not been for the intervention of
the night; however, it proved fuch a fevere blow
to the enemy, that in the province of Arcot they
were not able to make head again. : :
‘The brave and fortunate captain Clive, having
fulfilled his orders, now prepared to return to fort
St. David, whither he arrived on the 11th day of
‘March. Here he found major Lawrence, juft ar-
rived from England, ready to take upon him the
_sommand of the forces, as fuperior officer. On the
17th of the fame month, they fet out at the head
of 400 Europeans and 1000 Sipoys, well provided
-with provifion of all kinds, for the relief of capt.
‘Gingen, who had been fince laft year blockcd up in
‘Yiruchinapalla, by a ftrong party of Sundah Saheb’s
dorces. They proceeded without moleftation 6ill -
the 23d ; when coming near Koyl-addi (or Kod-addi)
they found an intrenchment thrown up by a ftrong
detachment of French, with a view to intercept _
them in their march. The two parties cannonaded
each other, but without doing any confiderable
.:execution ; the major, however, continued his
-march, and the enemy made fome attempts to attack
him in ambaicade ; zut his vigilance rendered them
abortive. At length he arrived before Tiruchina-
-palla, which the enemy had abandoned on receiv-
ing intelligence of his approach ; and having heard
that they were retrea:ing to Pondicherry with all
‘poflible difpatch, he detachied captain Clive, with
‘four hundred Europeans, a party of Maharatta
-horfe, and Sipoys, to cut off their retreat. Clive
«diflodged a flrong body of the nabob’s taoops, who
dad.taken poft at Sameavarem, a fort and temple
ituated on the river Kalderon, upon which Sundah
‘Saheb threw " himfelf into the ifland of Syrin‘hgnhx
© . . Wil
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with an army of thirty thoufand men, formed by
another part of ‘the river Kalderon. The French at’
Pondicherry were no fooner acquainted with thefe
tranfalions, than they fent count D’Anteuil, with’
a ftrong detachment, to the affiitance of the nabob..
He had by this ime advanced as far as Utatur, about
* twenty miles north from Syrinham. Before Mr.:
Clive invefted the ecclefiaftical fortiefs of Sundah.
Saheb, he went to Utatur to give the French battle,,
whofe officer,-on hisapproach, thought fit to retire ;
upon which the Englith gentleman returned, and
though much fatigued, immediately invefted one
of the temples into which the nabob had thrown
part of his forces. The commanding officer and,
féveral others, attempting to force their way out at,
a gate, were kil'ed, and the reft furrendered, to
the amount of fixty-fix Europeans, and a great.
number of Sipoys. Then he proceed to another
témple, much ftronger than the firft. )
" Againft this he was obliged to carry on his opera-,
tions by regular approaches, which foon reduced the.
enemy to hang out a white flag of capitulation, juft
when Mr. Clive was beginning to advance in order'
to ftorm the breach he had made. The Sipoys,
ignorant of the meaning of the flag, and mounting
:ﬁe breach, pufhed on the attack, which fo terriﬁcﬁ
the garrifon, that twenty-four French threw them-
{elves into the river, and all perifhed there but four;:
an accident which Mr. Clive would have prevented,
had he been able. The remainder, in all feventya.
two, and thitee officers, were made prifoners. Thefe.
officers made loud complaints thut no regard had’
been fhewn to their flag of capitulation, yet, certain ,
itis, that the clemency of Mr. Clive alone faved
them from being all 8:: to pieces, during “the heat*

oF
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of aftion.. To this imputation menfieur Duplienx
added another, of the contempt with which Mz.”
Clive had treated the French in general ; this may
_be very juftly atributed to the effeéts’of mortified;
ambition, fince it was difproved by the very pri-’
foners themfelves. ' - . )
* After the redu@ion of this place, Mr. Clive began
his march for Golconda, whither lLe was told’
D’Anteuil had retreated. He arrived” there ‘about
noon, on_the thirty-firft day of May, 1652, aftera’
sharch of 2 day and a half.” D”Anteuil,’ with great
precantion, had chofen an- advantageous fituation,’’
and intrenched himfelf for the greater fécurity. Some’
Maharatta horfe immediately attacked the town of’
Goleonda, and drove the French outin confufion,’
obliging them to abandon their-cannon: Mr. Clive,
in the mean time, attacked the intrenchments, and
made a terrible flaughter ; but, being ‘uixwilling; to’
defiroy thein all; fent a flag of truce out, on which,
a capitulation was agreed upon, and: D’Anteuil,”
with three other officers, were made prifoners, on
parole, fer.one year; the troops alfo were ‘iade;
prifoners tift exchanged, and the money. and ftores,
were delivered to the nabob, whom the Englifh fup-,
orted.  C T T T
F During thefe tranfa&tions, major Lawrence marcha
ed at the head of .the forces at ‘Tiruchinapalla,
afffled by a gcod body of men from the nabob of -
Fznjour, who'had 'e',ﬁponfcd the caufe of Mahommed .
Ali Khin, to Syrinham. The place was fo effec-
tially blockaded, that in a very thart time Sundah’
Stheb's provifions were exhauftéd, and his troops
reduced-to the laft ¢xtremity for a fupply. .In this
eiergency, hé Tiind means to corrupt Mona Ji, |
gtreral of the Tanjourines, to connive at his efcape s
e 777 however,
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however, he was no fooner in Mona Ji’s power than |
that officer fecured him ; on which the nabob of
"Fanjour‘ordered his head to be ftruck off, and ex-

ofed in the camp. This happened on the fame
day that Mr. Clive took Golconda. On the third
day of June monfieur Law, who commanded the
forces in Syrinham, furrendered himfelf, his roopss
and allfes, prifoners of war. In the place were
found forty pieces of battering cannon, ten mortars,
and other warlike ftores. ’

.Such a chain of fuccefles eftablithed Mahommed .
Alf Khan in his government of Arcot, and obliged
nronfieur Duplieux to recall his regulars from the
Indian army, and ftand uPon the defenfive. Since
his projects had all been baffled, he refolved to fue .
for peace, to which the nabob of Arcot thewed him- -
felf inclinable, provided it was to the fatisfaction of
the: Englifi, his allies. Peace, however, did not.
take place, buta ceffation of arms enfued. When.
advice of all‘thefe tranfactions had been remitted ta. .
Ftance, the company in that kingdom were fo dif-
couraged by o many difafters, that, in 1743, they
foht monfieur Duvelar as theit commiffary . to the
Eaft-Indies, to reftore peace. The Englith and, .
French comcluded a convention, whereby it was.
ﬂifislated, thiat the two companies fhould recipro-
cally reftore’ the territories taken by their troops. .
fince 1748 ; except certain diftricts, which the Eng- .
lifh rerained for the conveniency of their traffic 5
that the nabobs advanced by the influence of either,
thould be acknowledged by both ; ‘and that for the
future neither thould interfere in any difputes which
might arife among the princes of the country. _

‘Major Lawrence having the fole command of the
troops, Mr, Clive was at liberty to return to Eng- °

»



47598, (140)
land, for which he made preparations. The natives -
of the country could fcarce endare the thoughts of
his parting from them. They confidered themfelves -
a3 iodebted to bim for the prefervation of their.
territories and effe@s. They looked upon him as
~a_father, while his heroic adtions, fkill, and
modefty incited them to almoit deify him. The
great Mogul folicited him to enter .into his fervice,
who would have granted him any thing to comply
with his requeft. Not all their intreaties could make |
. him facrifice the love he bore to his country, for
which he. fet fail in a very fhort time, and arrived
on the 1oth day of November, 1753, at Plymouth. .
Thence he proceeded to Lendon, and having waited
on the direfors of the Eaft-India company, with -
an account of his tranfaltions, was prefented, by
the gentleman in the chair, with a very rich fword
fet with. diamonds ; for which he politely returned.,

hit thanks,” and affured the company of his futere -

fervice whenever they required it.  Six months after .
the departure of Mr. Clive, hoftilities were recom- .

sienced on the coaft of Coromandel, hetween the .,

Englith and French ; who from auxiliaries, feem
now to have become principals. Major Lawrence,
though far from being popular in that country,
‘becaufe of his pride and aufterity, was in officer of

experience, refolution, and condu&. He gained .

feveral advantages over the enemy, particularly one
in' September, 1753, near Tiruchinapalla, where
he was encamped when the enemy offered him
battle, which he accepted, and gave them a total
defeat in a fhort time, with very little lofs on his
own fide; while that of the enemy amounted to at
at leaft fix hundred men, killed, wounded, and
_prifoners; together with ten pieces of caunon, wh?;l; y
L. - . l

RN .
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fell into hands. Soon after this another fkirmifh.

- happened, which did not end to the advantage of:

the major. " When the news of thefe tranfaltions:

“reached England, the Eaft India company thought:

mo'per to requeft Mr. Clive’s fervice again in that:
iftant country ; for which, in 1744, he fetfail, in’
quality of governor of Fort St. David. ‘

‘Major Lawrence, however, repaired the little:
damage he bad fuffered, and proceeded to a& with

the utmoft vigour, obtaining divers advantages over

the enemy, which, in all probability, would have -
terminated the war according to his own with; for

a negociation was on the carpet, when it was inter- .

yupted by the flarting up of a new enemy to the
Englith. ‘ _ ‘ :
This was the nabob of Bengal, or more roPg;lf

fpeaking, the fuba of the three provinces of Bengal,
Bahir, and Orixa ; he had but lately afpired to this -

dignity, which he obtained by a fortunate audacity 3

he was of a fickle and inconftant difpofition, bothin -
the meafures of his government, and with his fa-

vourites ; deftitute of principle, void of fentiment,

cither of the paft or the future ; fplenetic without 2 -

caufe, and cruel in his hatred ; but his prevailing.

paflions were avarice, and th_ev love gf riches. He .
was flattered by fome of his courtiers, who were -

either afraid of him, 'or folicitous of being in his

favour, that the Englith, fettied in his dominiqns, -

were immenfely rich, that he might under colour of

ting them favour and prote&tion, extort large -
fums from them, and that in cafe of refufal, his -

force was fufficient to cruth them. Animated by

this advice, he determined. to attack the Englifh, in .

order to fhew them his power, theugh at this time
they had not given him the leaft :-ffront, nor thani-

-

fefted the leait diflike to his perfon of governme}:ig., ;
: s
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His averfion to them proceeded from his informa-
tion that they were rich. On the 4th of June, he
feized the little town of Caflimbuzar, fituated on
the Ganges, at a fmall diftance from Muxadavad:
his capital. Here he openly declared that his de-
fign was to deprive the Englifh of.ail their fettle--
ments; and with this view he began his march
feuthwards along the banks of the river to-Calcutta,
which is the principal Englifh fetlement there. He
pretended to have a caufe for marching againft Cal-
catta, which was, that Mr: Drake, the governor,
hed granted prote&ion. to one of his fubjetts, whom.-
he had outlawed for confpiring againft him. We
thall rot enquire: into the merits of this pretence; it
is certain that he appeared before fort William at -
Calcutta, with an army.of 70,0co nren in month of
June. The govemnor, terrified by the numbers of
. the enemy, or, as being one of the: people called:
quakers, could not from motives of confcrence refift
an. attack, immediately abandoned: the fort, with
many of the principal perfons in the fettlement, who
fayed: themfelwes  with their moft valoable effeéts on
board the fhips. Notwithffanding this defertion,
Mr. Holwell, the fecond in command, afiifted by a
few gallant friends, and the remains a feeble garri-
fon, bravely held out the fort to the laf extremity ;
but a nable defence could not keep an untenable.
place, or afiect an.ungenerousenemy. On the zoth
of June the fort. was taken, and.the garrifon, con- .
fifting of one hundred and forty-fix perfons being
made prifoners, were for that night, in this fultry
climate, crammed.into a dungeon, called the black-
hole prifon. Mr Holwell, witha few others, came
ous alive,. tc paint a_fcene of the moft cruel diftrefs
which perhaps human nature ever fuffered. His
very afie€ting letter, conmining a.minute detail of -
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this fhocking barbarity, which cannet fail drawing.
tears from the eyes, and'pity from theheart, of the
z:{t‘ obdurate and favage breaft, we fhall prefent ta.

reader. ’ .

4 later from . Z. Holwell, Efy; to William,
v ) Davis, Efg; o
Dear Sir, o

'The confufion which the late capture of the Eaft- ’
India company’s fettléments in Bengal, muft necef-
farily excite in the city of London, will, I fear, be
not a little heightened by the miferable deaths of the
greateft part lo%' thofe gentlemen, who were reduced,
to the fad neceflity of {urrendering themfelves pri- -
foners. at difcretion in Fort William (the Engliflh
fart ar Calcutta.) ) o

" By narratives made public, you will only know,.
that of one hundred and forty-fix prifoners, one
hundred and twenty-three were fmothered in the
black-hole prifon, in the night of the twentieth of
June, 1756. Few furvived, capable of gjving any
“detail of the manner in which it happened ; and of
thefe, I believe none have attempied it: for my
own part, I have often fat down with this refolution,,
and as often relinquifhed the mel .ncholy tafk, nat
oply from ‘the difturbance and affliction it raifed
afrefh in my remembrance, but from the confidera-
tion. of the impofiibility of finding language capable
of raifing adequate idea of the horrors of the {cene
I effay to draw. But as I believe the annals of the
world cannot produce an incident like it, in any de-
gtee or proportion, to all the difmal circumitances ;
attending 1t, and as my own health of body and
peace of mind are once again, in a great meafure,.
recovered, from the injuries they fuffered from thag
fatal night, I cansot allow it to be buried in obli-

viop -
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vion ; ‘though fill confcious, that however high the’
colouring my retentive memory may fupply, 1t will
fall infinitely fhort 'of the horrors accompanying this -
fcene. Thefe defe&ts muit, and I doubt not, will
be aflifted by your own humane and benevolent
imagination ; in the exercife of which, -I never:
knew you deficient, where unmerited diftrefs was the
objedt. ' : .
';'l‘he fea air has already had that falutary effe€t on .
my conflitution I expe@ted; and my mind enjoys a
calm it has been many months a ftranger to,"
ftrengthened by a clear chearful ky and atmofphere, -
joined o an unufual pleafant gale, with which we
are pafling the equino&ial. I can now, therefore,
look back with leis agitation on the "dreadful night
1 am going to defcribe, and with a grateful heart
ﬁncerc%y acknowlege, .and deeply revere that Provi-
dence, which alone could have preferved me through
that, and all my fucceeding fafferings and hazards. *
Before I conduét- you into the black-hole, it is
neceflary you fhould be aEPuainted with a few intro- -
duattory circumftances. ‘The Suba [Salajud-Dowla,
viceory of Bengal, Baker, and Orixa] and his troops
were in pofleffion of the fort before fix in the even-
ing. T had in all three interviews : the laft in Dun- -
bar [in council] before feven, when he repeated his ’
affurancés to me, on the word of a foldier, thax no *
harm fhould come to us ; and indeed I believe his -
orders were only general, that we thould for that ’
night be fecured ; and that what followed, was the -
refult of revenge and refentment, in the breafts of -
the lower Jemmautdaars, [an officer of - the rank -
of ferjeant] to whofe cuftody we were delivered, for
the number of their order killed during the fiege.
Be this as it may, as foon as it was dark, we were
all, without di&ﬁn‘.ﬁon, dire€ted by the guard over -
e N “’
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us, to colle&t ourfelves into ore body, and fit down
quietly under the arched veranda or piazza, to the
wetft of the Black-Hole prifon, and the barracks to
the left of the court of guard; and jut over againit
the windows of the governor’s eafterly apartments.
Befides the guard over us, another was placed at
the foot of.the flairs at the fouth end of this Ve-
randa, leading up to the fouth-eaft baftion, to pres
vent any of us eicaping that way. On the parade
(where you will remember the two twenty-four
pounders ftood) were alfo drawn up about four or
five hundred gun-men with lighted matches, . .
. At this time the faltory was in flames to the righg
‘and leftof us; to the right the armory and labo-
atory ; to the left, the carpenters yard: though ax
this time we imagined it was the cotta warehoufes

. [the -company’s c%oth warehoufes].  Various were
our conjeCures on this appearance; the fire ad-
vaoced with rapidity’on both fides ; and it was the
prevailing opinion, that they intended fuffocating
us between the two fires: and this notion was con-
firmed by the appearance, about half an hour paft
feven, of {ome officers and . people with lighted
torches in their hands, who went into all the apart
ments ander the eafterly curtain to the right o. us,
to which we appréhended they were fetting fire, ta
expedite their {cheme of burning us. On this we
prefently came to a refolution, of ruthing on the
guard, feizing their fcymitars, and attacking the
troops upon the parade, rather than be thus tamely
roaited to death. But to be fatisfied of their inten-
tenrions,: I advamced, at the requeft of mefirs.

“Baiilie, Jenks, and Revely, to fee if they were
reailly fetting fire to the apartments, and found the
contrary ; tor in fad, as it appeared afterwards,
‘they wcre only fearching for 4 place to confine us

o}



1756 (148)

fouthward (the only quarters from whence air could
reach us) by dead-walls, and by a wall and door to
the north, cpen only to the weftward by two win-
dows, firongly barred with iron, from which we
could receive fcarce any the leaft circulaton of freth
air.

What muft enfue, appeared to me in lively and
dreadful colors, the inftant I caft my eyes round and
“faw the fize and fituation of the room. Many un-
fuccefsful attempts were made to force the door ; for
having nothing but our hands to work with, and
the door opening inward, all endeavors were in
‘vain and fruitlefs. ) : . -
- Obferving every one giving wayto the violence of

" . paflions, which I forefaw muit be fatal to them. Ire-

uefted filence might be preferved, whilft I fpoke to
m,and in the moft pathericand mioving terms,which,
occurred, ““ I begged and intréated, that as they had
. paid a ready obedience to me in the day, - they-
would now for their own fakes, and the {akes of
thofe, who were dear to them, and were interefted
in the prefervation of their lives, regard the advice
I had to give them. I affured them the return of
day would give us air and liberty urged to theni
- that the only chance we had left for fuftaining this
misfortune, and furviving the night, was the pre-
ferving a c3lm mind and quiet refignation to our
fate;. intreating them to curb, as much as poffible,
every agitation of .mind and body, as raving and
giving  loofe to their paflicns could anfwer no par~
pole, but tliat of haftening their deftruction.” |
.+ This remontirance produced a fhost interval of
peade, and :gave me a few minutes for refleftion :
though even this paufe was not a little difturbed. by
the cries and groans of the.many wounded, and more
particulacly oty two cotopanions in the wg:l:t:’.
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Death, attended with the moft cruel train of circam= .
ftances, I plainly perceived muft prove qur inevita-
ble deftiny : I hadP;een this common migtation in
t00 many (ha’Pcs, and accuftomed myfelf to think on
the fubje& with too much propriety to be alarmed
at the profpet, and indeed felt much more for my
wretched companions than myfelf. ,

. Amongft the guards pofted at the windows, I ob+
ferved an old Jemmautdaar near me, who feemed to
carry fome compaffion for us in his countenance 3
and indeed he was the only one of the many in his
‘ftation, who difcovered the leaft trace‘of humanity, .
X called him to me, and in the moft perfuafive terms
¥ was capable, urged him to commiferate the fuffer-
ings he was a witnefs to, and prefled him to endea~
voor to get us feparated, half in one place, and half
in the other; and that he fhould in the morning re-«
ceive a thoufand rupees for this a&t of tendernefs.
He promifed he would attempt it, and withdrew
but 1n a few minutes returned, and told me it was
mmpoffible. I then thought I had been deficient iny
my offer, and promifed him two thoufand: he
withdrew a fecond time, butreturned foon, and (with
T belief much real pity and concern) told me it 'was:
not pradticable ; that it could not be done hut by; .
the Suba’s order, and that no one dared awake him..

* During this interval, though their paflions were,
1éfs violent, their uncafmefs increafed.. We had-
been but few minutes confined before every one felF
jnto a perfpiration fo profufe, you can form no idea
of it. ' This confequently brought on a raging thirft,:
which fill incréafed, in proportion as the body was,
drained of its mpifture, . ) Ly

- Various expedients were thought of to give more.
room and air. To obtain the former, it was moved,
to put off their cloaths: this was approved, 2s.

R a
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a happy motion, and in a few minutes I believe
every man was ftripped (myfelf, Mr. Court, and
the two wounded young gentleman by me, excep—
ted) for a litile time they flattered themfclves with
baving guined a mighty advantage : every hat was

v{dut m motion to }e)mduce a drculation of air, and

r. Baillie propofed that every man fhould fit down
on his hams: as they were truly in the firnation of
drowning ‘wretches, no- wonder they caught at
every thing that bore a flattering appearance of fav-
ing thems. This e::iedient was feveral times put in
praftife, and at each fime many of the poor crea-
tures, whofe firength was lefs than others, or had .
been . more exhaatted, and could not immediately:
recover their legs, as others did when the word was.
given to rife, fell, to rife no more! for they were
mftantly trod to death, or fuffocated. When Eﬁ )
whole ‘body fat down, they were fo clofely wedg,
wgether, that they were obl{iged to ufe many efforss,,
before they-could put thémieives in motion -to get
~ Before nine oclock every man’s thirft grew into-.
Ierable, ‘and refpiration difficalt.  Cur fituation was
much more wretched ‘than that of fo_many miferable
animals in en exhaufted receiver; ro circulation of -
fréth air, fufficient to continue life, nor yet enopgh’
divefted of its vivifying particles to put a fpeedy-
period-to it, ' -

Efforts:wete again made to force the doar; byt in’
vain. ‘Manyinfults were ufed to the guard;to gm.‘
voke themto fire in upou vs (which as I Jearae tﬂﬁ, .
terwards, were: carried to -miuch “greater lengths,
when I was no more fenfible of what was trhnfarz%,eg.)'.

‘Ror my own part I hitherto felt little pain or gp«.

eafinefs, but what refulted from my anxiety for the,

-fufferings of thofe within. By keepiig' my face be- .

)
)

tween
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tween two of the bars, Iobtained air enough to give
my lungs eafy play, though my perfpiration was ex-
ceflive, and thirlt commencing, At this period, fo
firong a urinous volatile efluvia came from the pri-
fon, that I was not able to turn my head that way,
for more than a few feconds at atime. .

Now every body, excepting thofe fityated in and
near the windows, began to grow outragceus, and:
many dilirious : ¢ Water, Water,” became the
general cry. And the old Jemmaugdaar, before-
mentioned, taking pity on us, ordered the people
to bring fome fkins of water, little dreaming, I
believe, ofiits fatal effets. This was what I dread-
ed. I forefaw it would prove the ruin of the fiall.
chance left us, and effayed many times to o
~ him privately to forbid its being brought ; bat the:
clamour was fo loud, it became impaffible. The:
water appeared.  Words cannot paint to you the
univerfal agitation and raving the fight of it threwn
usintn. I had flattered mylelf that fome, by pre~
ferving an equal temper of mind, might qutlive the
night ; but now the refle®jon, which . gave me the
greateft pain, was, that I faw po pofiibility of one
efcaping to tell the difmal tale. S

Until the water came, I had myfelf not fuffered
much from thirft, which. inftantly-- graw exceflive.
We had no means of conveying it into the prifon,.
but by hats forced through.the bars ; and thus myfelf
and Meflieurs Coales and Scot (not,withﬂmaing the
pains they fuffered frdm their wounds) fupplied them:
as faft as pofiible. But thofe, who have experienced:
intenfe thirft, or are acquainted with the canfe and
nature of this appetite, will be fufficiently fenfibile it
could receive no more than amamensary alleiation ;:
the caufe fill fubfiffed, Though-we browght fulk

' - hats
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hats within the bars, there enfued fuch wviolent
firuggles, and frequent contefis to get atit, that
before it reached the lips of any one, there would
be fcarcely a fmall tea-cup full left in them. Thefe
fupplies, like fprinkling water on the fire, only
ferved to feed and raife the flame. :

Oh! my dear Sir, how fhall I give youa con-
ception of what I felt at the cries and ravings of
thofe in the remoter parts of the prifon, who could
Rot entertain a probaglc hope of obtaining a drop,

et could not diveft themfelves of expetation,
iowever unavailing ! And others calling on me by
. the tender confiderations of friendfhip and affetion,
and who knew they were really dear to me. Think,’
if poffible, -what my heart muit have fuffered at fee-’
ing and hearing their diftiefs, without having it in’
my power to relieve them ; for the confufion now
became general and horrid.  Several quitted the’
other window (the only chance they had for [ife) to
force their way to the water, and the throng and’
prefs upon the window was beyond bearing ; many
forcing their paffage from the further part of the
room, prefled down thofe in their way who had lefs:
ftrenigth, and trampled them to death. 7

Can .it gain belief, that this fcene of mifery.

roved entertainment to the brutal wretches without?:

ut fo it was ; and they took care to keep us fup-.

lied with water, that they might have the fatis-’
a&tion of feeing us fight for it, as they phrafed it,”
and held up lights to the bars, that they might lofe
no part of the inhuman diverfion. ,

From; about- nine to near eleven, I fuftained this"
cruel fcene and painful fituation, fill fupplying
them with water, though my legs were almoft broke ’
With the weight againt them;- %y this time I myfelf”
oo : was
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was very near prefled to death; and my two com-
panions, with Mr. William Parker (who had forced
himfelf into the window) were really fo.

For a great while they preferved a refpeét and
regard to me, more than indeed I could well ex-
pe&, our circumftances- confidered : but now all
diftin@tion was loft.. My friend Baillie, Meflrs,
Jenke, Revely, Law, Buchanan, Simfoa, and feveral
others, for whom I had a real efteem and affe&tion,
had for fome time been dead at my feet ; and were"
now trampled upon by evety corporal or common
foldier, . who, by the help of more robuft conftitu-
tions, had forced theirway to the window, and held
faft by the bars over me, till atlatt I became.fo’
prefled and wedged up, that I was deprived of all
motion. :

" Determined now to give every thing up, I called
to then, and begged, as the laft inftance of their
regard, they would remove the preflure upon me,
and permit me to retire out of the window, to die
quiet. They gave way; and with much difficulty
T forced 2 paffage into the center of the prifon,
where the throng was lefs by the many dead (then
1 believe amounting to one third), and the numbers’
who flocked to the windows ; for by this time they
had water alfo at the other window.

- In the black hole there is a platform [this plat-
form was raifed between three and four feet trom
the floor, open underneath ; it extended the whole
léngth of the eaft fide of the prifon, and was ab.ve
fix feet wide] correfponding with that in the bar-
racks : 1 travelled over the dead, and repaired to
the further end of it, juft oppofite the other window,
and feated myfelf ow the platform between Mr.

. Dumbleton and captain Stevenfon ; the former juit
then expiring, I was Ilt}ll happy in the fame calm-

s ne
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nefs of mind I had preferved the whole time ; death
I expeted as unavoidable, and only lamented its’
flow approach, though' the moment I quitted the’
window my breathing grew fhort and painful. '

Here my poor friend Mr, Edward Eyre came
ftaggering over the dead to me, and with his ufual’
coolnefs and good-nature atked me how I did ? but
fell and expired before I had time to make him a
reply. I Ejd myfelf down on fome of the dead”
~ behind me, on the platform, and recommending

myfelf to heaven, ha«f the comfort of thinking my
fufferings could have no long duration.

* My tghirﬁ grew now infupportable, and difficulty -
of breathing much increafed; and had not re-
mained in this fituation, I believe, ten minutes,
when I was feized with a pain in my breaft, and
palpitation of the heart, both to the. moft exquifite
degree. Thefe roufed and obliged me to get up
again ; but flill the pain, palpitation, thirit, and
difficulty of breathing increafed. L retained my
fenfes notwithftanding, and had the gri¢f to fee
death not fo near me as I hoped, but could no
- longer bear the pains I fuffered, without attempting

a relief, which % knew frefh air would and could
anly give me. I inftantly determined to puth for
the window oppofite to me; and by an effort of
double the ftrength I ever before poffefled, gained
the thisd rank atit, with one hand feized a bar,
and by that means gained the fecond, though I
think there were at leaft fix or feven ranks between
me and the windqw. N

In a few moments my pain, palpitation, and diffi-
culty of breathing ceafed; but my thirf continued
intolerable. I called aloud for ¢ waTER FoRr
Gop’s saxe;” had been concluded dead ; bat as
_ foon as they heard me amongft them, they m

. (
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fiill the refpe@ and tendernefs for me to cry out,
« Give Hi1M waTER, GIveE HiM waTer ! nor
would one of them at the window attempt to touch
it until T had drank. But from the water I found
no relief ; my thirft was rather increafed byit; fo
¥ determined to drink no more, but patiently wait
the event, and kecep my mouth moift from time to -
time, by fucking the prefpiration out of my fhirt
fleeves, and catching the drops as they fell, like
heavy rain from my head and face : you can hardly
imagine how unhappy I was if any of them efcaped
my mouth.

1 cameinto the prifon without coator waiftcoat ;
the feafon was too hot to bear the former, and the
Iatter tempted the avarice of one of the guards,

- who robbed me of it when we were under the

veranda. WhiHt I was at this fecond window, I

“was obferved by one of my miferable companions

on the right of me, in the expedient of allaying my
thirft by fucking my fhirt fleeve. He took the hint,
and robbed me from time to time of a confiderable
part of myflorc; though after I'detedted him, I
had ever the addrefs to begin on that fleeve firit,
when I thought my refervoirs were fufficiently re-
plenifhed, and our mouths and nofes often met in
the conteft. This plunderer I found afterwards was
a worthy young gentlemnaa in the fervice, Mr. Luth-
ingtof, one of the few who efcaped from death,
and fince paid me the compitmeat of affuring me,*.
he believed he owed his life to the many comfort-
able draughts he bhad from my fleeves. [ mention
this incident, as I think nothing can give you a
more lively idea of the melancholy ftate and diftrefs
we were reduced to. Before I hit upon this happy
expedient, -1 had,  in an ungevernable fit of thirft,
atiempted drinking my urine ;- but it was /6 in-
Ha tenfely

’
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tenfely bitter there was no enduring afecond tafte;
whereas no Briftol -water could be more foft or plea-~
fant than what arofe from prefpiration. .
"By half an hour after a eleven the much greater
number of thofe living were in an outragious deli-
rium, and the others quite ungovernable ; few re-
taining any calmnefs, but the'ranks next the win-
- dows. By whatI had felt myfelf, I was fully fen-.
fible what thofe within fuffered ; but had only pity.
to beftow upon them, not then thinking how foon
I thould myfelf become a greater objet of it.
They' all found now that water, inftead of re-
lieving rather heightened their uneafinefles ; and
¢ A1r, AIr,” was the general cry. Every infult
that could be deviled againft the guard, all the op-
probrius names and abufe that the Suba, Monick-
chund, &c. {Rajah Monickchund, appointed by
the Suba governor of Calcutta ] could 'be loaded
with, were repeated to provoke the guard to fire up-
oh us, every man that could, rufhing tumultueudly
towards the windows, with eager hopes of meet-
ing the firft fhot : then a gentle prayer to heaven, to
halten the approach of the flames to the right and
left of us, and put a period to our mifery. But
thefe failing, they whoie ftrength and fpirits were
quite exhaufted, laid themfelves down aad expired
quietly upon their feilows ; others, who had yet
fome ftrength and vigor left, made a laft etfort for
the windows, and feveral fucceeded, by leaping and
fcrambling over the backs and heads of thofe in the
firit ranks, and got hold of the bars, from which
there was no removing them. Many to the right
and left funk with the violent preflure, and were
foon fuffocated ; for now a fteam arofe from the
living and the dead, which affeted us in all its cir-
cumftances, as if we wereforcibly ‘held with our
heads
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heads overa bowl full of ftrong volatile fpirit of
hartthorn, until fuffocated ; nor could the_ efluvia
of the ome be diflinguithed from the other, and
frequently, when I'was forced by the load upon my
-head and fhoulders to hold my fuce down, I was
obliged, near as I was to the window, inftantly to -
raife it again to efcape fuffocation.

I need not, my dear friend, akk your commife-
ration, when I tell you, that in this plight, from
half an hour paft eleven, till near two in rhe morn-
ing, I fuftained the weight of a heavy man, with
his knees in my back, and the preffure of his whole °
body on my-head. A Dutch ferjeant, who had
taken his feat on my left fhoulder, and a Topaz [a
black chriftian foldier, ufually termed fubjetts of
Portugal] bearing on my right ; all which nothing
could have enabled me long to fupport, but the
%{ops and preffure’ equally fuftaining me all around.

he two latter I frequently diflodged, by fhifting
_my hold on the bars, and driving my knuckles into
- their ribs ; but my friend above ftuck - faft, and, as
he held by two bars, was immoveable.

When I had bore this confli¢t above an hour,
_with a train of wretched refletions, and feeing no
glimpfe of hope, on-which to found a profpe&t of
velief, my f{pirits, refolution, 'and every- fentiment
of religion gave way, I found I was unable much

-longe? to fupport this trial, and could not bear the
-dreadful thoughts of retiring into the inner part of
the prifon, where I had before fuffered fo much.
- Some infernal fpirit taking the advantage of this
period, brought to my remembrance my having' a
fmall clafp penknife in my pocket, with which I
- determined inftantly to open my arteries,and finith a
fyftem no longer to be borne. 1 had got it out, when
heaven interpofed, and reftored me to frefh fpirits
o , ‘ H 3 and.
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“and refolution, with an abhorrance of the 2@ of «
cowardice I was juft going to commit ; I exerted
anew my ftrength and fortitude; but the repeated
trials and efforts I made to diflodge the infufferable
incumbrances upon me at laft quite exhaufted me,
-and towards two o'clock, finding I muft quit the
window, or fink whert I was, I refolved on the
former, having bore, truly far the fake of others, _
infinitely more for life than the beft of it is worth,

In the rank clofe behind me was an officer. of one
of the fhips, whofe name was Carey, and who bad

- behaved with much bravery during the fiege, (his

. 'wif¢, a fine woman, though cosniry-born, would
not quit him, but accompanicd him into the prifon,
and was one who furvived.) This poor wretch'had
been long raving for water and air; Lteld him I
was determined to give up life, and recommending

. bis gaining my flation. 'On my quiting, he meda
a fruitlefs attempt to get my place; but the Dutch
ferjeant, who fat en my fhoulder, fupplanted him;

Poor Carey exprefled his thankfulnefs, and faid
he would give up life too ; but it was with the ng-
moft labour we forced our way from the window
(feveral in the inner ranks appearing to me dead
ftanding, unable to fall by the throng and equal
Kreﬂ'ure round.) He laid himfelf. down to die, and

is death, I believe, was very fudden; for he was

“athort, full, fanguine man ; his firength was great,
and I'imagine, -had he not retired wim me, I fhould
never have been able to have forced my way.

1 was at this time fenfible of no pain and litde

- uneafinefs’; Ican give you no better idea of my
fituation than by repeating my fimile of the bowl
of fpirit of hartfhorn. I fouiid 2 ftupor coming on
apace, and laid myfelf dowa by that galiant old _

man, the reverend Mr. Jarvis Bellamy, \vhod lay

. . . ead

/
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dead with his.fon .the lientenant, hand in hand,
near the fouthermoft wall of the prifon. .

When I had lain there fome little time, I ftill had
refleftion enough to fuffer fome uneafinefs in ‘the
thought, that 1 thould be trampled upon when dead,
ds I mylelf had done to others. With fome diffi-
‘culty I raifed myRIf,. and gained the platform a
fecond time, where I prefently loft all fenfation ;
the laft trace of fenfibility that I have been able to
recalle& after my laying down, was my fafh being
uneafy about my waift, which I untied, and threw
from me. L S
Ofll\‘:hzt paffed in this interval, to the' time of
my - refurreftion from this hole of horrors, I can
.give you pa account; and indeed the particulars
mentioned by fome of the gentlemen who furvived
(folely by the number of thofe dead, by which they
- gained a.freer acceflion of air, and approach to

windows) were fo exceffively abfurd and contra-
diftory, as to ¢onvince me very few of them retain-
ed their fenfes ; or at leaft lof them foon after they
~came into the open air, by the fever they carried
oat with them. :

In my own efdape fiom abfolute death, the hand
‘of heaven was manifeftly exerted : the manner
take. as follows.. When the day broke, and the
geatlemen found that no. intreaties could prevail to
get the door opened, it occurred. to ane of them
-(L think .to Mr. fecrétary. Cooke). to make a fearch

or me, in hopes I might have influence enough to

in a releafe. from this fecene of mifery. Accord-
-1ngly Meflts. Luthington and Walcot undertook
-the fearch, ‘and by my fhirt difcovered me under the
-dead under the platform. They took me from
thence, and imagining I had fome figns of life,
‘ H 4 brought

4
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,broug?t me towards the window I had firft pofief-
fion of. )

But as life was dear to every man (and the ftench
arifing from the dead bodies was grown intolerable)
no one would give up his ftation in or near the win-
dow, fo they were obliged to carry me back again :
bat foon after captain Mills (now captain of the
company’s yatch) who was in poflefion of a feat
in the window, had the humanity to offer to refign
it. Iwas again brought by the fame gentlemen,
and placed in the window.

At this jun&ure the Suba, who had received an
account of the havoc death had made amongft us,
fent one of his Jemmautdaars to enquire if the chief
furvived, They fhewed me to him; told him I
bad the appearance of life remdining, and believed
I might recover if the door was opened very foon.
This anfwer being returned to the Suba, an order
came immediately for our releafe, it being then
near fix in the morning. .

The frefh air at the window foon brought me to

~ life; and a few minutes after the departure of the
Jemmautdaar, [ was reftored to my ﬁfht and fenfes.
But oh! Sir, what words fhall I adopt to tell you
the whole that my foul fuffered at reviewing the
dreadful deftru&ion round me? I will not attempt
it ; and indeed, tears (a tribute I belicve I fhall
ever pay to the remembrance of this fcene, and to
the memory of thofe brave and valuable men) ftop
my pen. '

The little ftrength remaining amongft the moft -
robuft who furvived, madeit a difficult tafk to re-
move the dead piled up againft the door ; {0 that I
believe it was more than twenty minutes before wi
obtained a paffage out for age atatime. . :

- N . B I
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I had foon reafon to be convimced the particular
enquiry made after me did not refult from auny
"dicate of favour, humanity, or contrition; when
I came out, I found myfelf in a high putrid fever,
and not being able to ftand, threw myfelf on the
wet grafs without the veranda, when a meflage was
brought me fignifying I muft immédiately attend
the Suba. Not being capable of walking, they
“were obliged to fupport me under each arm, and
on the way one of the Jemmautdaars told me, as
a friend, to make a full confeffion where the trea-
fure was buried in the fort, or thatin half an hour
‘I thould be fhot off from the mouth of a cannon {a
Yentence of death common in Indoftan]. The in-
timation gave me no manner of concern, for at
that junture I fhould have efteemed ceath the
greateft favour the tyrant could have beftowed up-
on me. _ :
Being brought into his prefence, he foon obf¢r-
ved the wretched plight I was in, and ordered a
a large folio volume, which lay on a heap of plun-
der, to be brought for me to fiton. I endeavoured
two or three times to f{peak, but my tongue was
dry, and without motion. He ordered me water.
As foon as I got {peech, I begun to recount the
difmal cataftrophe of my miferable companions ;
‘but he ftopt me thort, with tellingme he was well in-
formed ofP great treafure being iuried, or fecreted,
in the fort, and that I was privy to it; and if I
expeéted favour, muft difcover it.
arged every thing I could to convince him there
was no truth in the information, or that if ady fuch
thing had been done, it was without my knowledge.
¥ reminded him of his repeated affurance to me the
day before ; but he refuméd the fubject of the trea-
fure; and all I could fay feemed to gain mo ctedit
v : Hg ' with

N
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~with him.. I was ordered prifoner under. Mhir
Muddon, generhl of the houthold troops.
_ Amongfg the guard which carried me from the
Suba, one bore a large Moratter battle-ax, which
ve rife I imagine to Mr. fecretary Cooke’s be-
ief and report to the fleet, that he faw me carried
out, with the edge of the ax towards me, to have
my head ftruck oé. This I believe is the only ac-
count you will have of me, until I bring you a
better myfelf. But to refume my fubjeét: I was
ordered to the camp to Mhir Muddon’s quarters,
‘within the outward ditch, fomething fhort of Omy-
chund’s garden (which you knew is above three
‘miles from the fort) and with me Meffieurs Court,
‘Walcot, and Burdet. The reft who furvived the
fatal night gained their liberty, except Mrs. Carey,
- who was too young and handfome. The dead
bodiés were promifcuoufly thrown into the ditch
of our unfinithed ravelin, and covered with the
earth. :
My being treated with this feverity, I have
fufficient reafon to affirm, proceeded from the fol-
lowing caufes: the Suba’s refentment for my de-
fending the fort after the governor, &c. had
abandoned it ; his prepoflefion towards the tiea-
fure ; and thirdly, the inftigations of Omychund
[a great Gentoo merchant of Calcutta] in refents
. ment for my not releafing him out of prifcn, as
“foon as I had the command of the fort: a circam-
ftance, which in the heat and hurry of ation, never
once occurfed- to me, or I had certaiuly done jt;
becaufe I thought his imprifonment unju. But
that the hard treatment I met with may truly be at~
tributed in a great meafure to his fuggeftions and
infinuations, I am well affured, from the whole of,
his fubfequent condu ; and this further confirmed;
B - : tQ

~
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to me in the three gentlemen -fele@ted "to be my
companions, againft each of whom he had‘conceived
particular refentment ; and you know Omychund
€an never forgive. : :

We were conveyed in a Hackery [a coach drawn
by oxen] to the camp the twenty-firft of June in
. the morning, and foon loaded with fetters, and
ftowed zll four in a feapoy’s tent, about four feet
long, three wide, and about three high, fo that
we were half in, half out: all night it rained fe-
verely. Difmal as this was, itappeared a paradife
compared with our lodging the preceding night.
Here I became covered from head to foot with large

inful boils, the firft fymptom of my recovery;
or until thefe appeared, my fever did not leave
me.

On the morning of the twenty-fecond, they
marched us to town in our fetters, under the
fcorching beams of an intenfe hot fun, and lodged
us at the dock-head, in the open {mall veranda,
fronting the river, where we had a ftrong guard
over us, commanded by Bundo Sing Hazary, aa
officer under Mhir Muddon. Here the other gen«
tlemen broke out likewife in boils all over their
bodies ; a happy circumftance, which, as I after-
wards learned, attended évery onc who camé out
of the black hole.”

. J.Z.HOLWELL.
-9

. Inidsiy hole 123 perfons were falfocatéd. The
zeft (twenty three) came out alive, and were cone
‘du&ed to Maxadabab the capital of Bengal, where
they endetwent another feries of miferies: At
fength thie Niabob of Bengal being convinoed thak
there attually was 80 tre at Caleutta, and his
4 grﬂ}dﬁ
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rard-r:qther interpofing in their behalf, he grant--
Ed them "their Liberty. g’rhis lofs was fcverelinfelt-
by the Eaft-India company, as it was the principal
fettlemlcnt which they had in Bengal, ‘and the fort
the only fecurity w{ich’ they had to this valuable
part of their trade. To retneve thefe affairs admi-
ral'Watfon and colonel Clive were called with their .
. forces from the coaft of Coromandel, which they:
happily eflected in the courfe of the following

}'ea.r.v .

- We will now turn to the Britifh affairs in America,
where they wore as bad a complexion this year as
laft, partly owing to the mifchiefs and broils at
shame,.and partly to the different opinions which
influenced the aflemblies of the feveral provinces ;
each was for attacking the ‘enemy on his own fron.
tiers, but not willing to aflift. his neighbour. The
conduct of general Shirley had in England been
declared delitory, and confidered as unfatisfactory ;
therefore it was determined to fuperfede him, with
another officer,and .order him home ; but even thefe
orders were not dated in London till the laft day
of March, and then'the commander was but. juft
appointed.  Coloncl Webb carried thefe dif-
patches to America, and he was followed .by gene-~
ral Abercrombe, who arrived at New-York ao. the
zoth of June, with fome troops; but the earl of
Loudon, the commander in chief, did not arrive
there before the 23d of July. Whether thefe de--
Jays muft be imputed to a ftate of anarchy;s2 hoine,
we know not; gut it is certain they ruined the plan
of operations, which were this year concerted for
attacking fort Niagara, fitnated between the lakes
Ontrario and Erfe, .11 axder.to cut off the communis
cation bezween Canada:.and :Louifana,:.. The mar-
e . " gquis
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quis de Vandrueil, governor of Canada, being
informed of this fcheme, was determined to fraftrate
it. He got exaét intelligence of the ftate and gon-
dition of fort Ofwego, which was fituated on the
lake Ontario, and the number of veflels on the
fake ; this fort had been built by Mr. Shirley, ig
arder to open and fecure a paffage to go and attack
the French forts Niagara and Frontenac, and, fohe **
veflels which were built on the lake, where defigned
to tranfport the troops into the enemies territories
it was alfo defigned for covering the Iroquois, and
fecuring the Indian trade, though in faét they were
1o corrupted by the French, that there was no longer
dny dependance on them. Vandrueil difpatched
the marquis de Montcalm, a.cruel wretch, who de-
lighted i the moft horrid butcheries, and every
aft of wanton barbatity, with about 3000 men, ta
reduce - this fort. As foon as he arrived on the

. bdnks of the lake, he received intimadon that the
- Englifh were fending a confiderable quantity of
ftores and provifions to the fort, .and he fent off a
detachment of Indians to attack the.convoy,
which was commanded by captain Bradftreet, but
that officer received them 0 well as to render their
efforts ineffetual, with lofs : from fome prifoners,
which he made on this occafion, he learned “the
defigns of the enemy, their numbers and pofition
an account of which he difpatched to general Aber-
crombie at Albany, and this officer ardered colonel
Webb to hold humfelf in readinefs to march to the
zelief of Ofwego.. No: other information arrived
at Albany concerning. Ofwego till it was taken ;-
Bradftreet having fent the ftores and provifions into
the fort, proceeded to Schene&ady. Montcalm
" embarked his troops and cannon 1n boats, and
croficd over the lake, and on the 11th of Augtl:‘lt
. : ¢

h v
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" he appeared before Ofwego ; the gartifon of which'
confiied .of 1600 men, commanded by colonel
Mercer, an officer of approved bravery, and pro-
vided with one hundred pieces of canron ; bat the
fortifications of the place were not fit torefift regular
approaches, the materiats being principally of tim.
ber, the defences badly contrived, and even unfi-
nithed. Montcalm attacked it with thirty-two
pieces of cannon, and fome mortars; but.on the
13th colonel Mercer being killed, the garrifon fél
into confefion, the officers were divided in their
opinions what to do, and on the 14th having con~ .
fidered that the place was untenable, they de-
manded a capitulation, and furrendered on condi-
tion of being treated with humanity, and fent pris
foners to Montreal. However, Mentcalm' did not
obferve this; he permitted his Indians to maffacre
the defencelefs foldiers, as they ftood on the pa-
rade; to affaffinate lieutenant de la Court, though
under the protection of a French officer ; to barba-
roufly fcalp all the fick in the hofpital ; and finally,
in diret violation of ‘the articles, ke delivered up
twenty of the garrifon to the Indians, in lieu of
that number they had loft during the fiege, that
they might be tortured to death, according to the
cruel cuftom of the country. The veffels on the
lake fell into the hunds of the enemy ; who, imme-

* diately after the furrender of the fort, demolithed
it, and embarked with" their prifoners and cannon
for fort Frontenac: It has been mentiored that
capt. Bradftreet fent ititélligence to general Aber.
erombie of the enemy’s defigns on Ofwego, and
that Mr. Webb was ordered to hold himdelf in rea-
dinefs to march: this information arrived at Al.
bany on the rzth of July; but general Webb did
not Teave-that:plaee, -in order to praceed to Ok

wego,
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wego, till the gth of Auguft: on the 17th he re-
ceived advice that the fort was taken, upon which
-he retusned to Albany. The delay of this march
was principally owing to the American governors:
.Before general Webb could be. provided with ne-
-ceffaries, lord. Loudolin arrived at Albany, which
‘was on the 2gth of July, and the relief of Ofwego
. was the firlt obje&t of his -attention; but he was
- . firenuoufly oppofed by the province of New-York
.and others, who urged the taking of Crown Point,
not {o much for the fecurity of their own frontiers,
as to divert him from relieving Ofwego, which
they hoped would fall, that they might have fome
appearance of reafon for blaming general Shirley,
who had always the fecurity of it much at heart,
thoagh he refigned his command on the 25th of
June. They at length acquiefced in fending ge-
neral Webb, when it was too Jate. Nothing fur=
ther was done : the troops wintered at Albany,

‘ CHAP 1V
Affairs of Eurcpe, to the end of the year 1756,

W ITH refpe& .to Germany, the firfl tranf2
-¥Y afion which.prefents itfelf is the remark-
able convention of meutrality concluded betiween
the kings of England and Prafia on the 16th of
January,. importing, ¢ That being apprehenfive the
¢ differences kately broke out in America mray ex«
N tead to B\Eﬂper;th‘y.v:for"m' defgnce of their
o o ¢ commom—
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¢ common country, Germany, and in order to pre-
* ¢ ferve its peace and tranquility, have concluded
¢ this couvention of neutrality, whereby they . reci-
. ¢ procally bind themfelves not to fuffer any forei
¢ troops to enter the empire, during the troubles
¢ already meéntioned, but to oppofe with their ut-
¢ moft force, the march of all fuch ,troops, that
¢ Germany may not feel the calamities of war, nor
¢ its fundamental laws tecome injured.’ And it
likewife ftipulated that Great-Britain fhould pay
20,000l. as an indemnification for taking fome
Piuffian veflels during the late war, in return -“for
which the Pruflian monarch promifed to pay the Si-
lefia loan, which he had flopt on thataccount. The
fountain from whence this. treaty flowed, was the
care which the Britith monarch had at heart for the
fafety of his German dominions ; and the jealoufy
and averfion which the -king of Pruffia Lad con-
ceived to the court of Petgriburgh: the former
from his fear of the French, who he forefaw would.
attack Hanover ; and the latter, who had-formed a
defign of ftriking fome bold ftroxe, from-a fear of
reftriCtion and comtroulment, by the near fituation
of the Ruffians. Their views and interefts thus
chiming together, produced the above treaty ; and
king George had the further fatisfaction of reme-
ving his fuipicions of this troubl¢fome and warlike
prince, who hovered on the fkirts-of his electorate,
at the head of 150,000 men, that could in a week
over-run it; whom he-Bad ‘reafon to dread, and
whofe condu& was at belt but precarious. The-
king of Prufia had. an offer of .the allianee- of
France, but he exchanged his connexions with ‘thag
power for one with Great-Britain, which. he :ktiew, .
would be of more advantage to his defigns.. Thée
houfe of Auftria was always fufpicious of ‘his con
‘L. . d\l&,
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du&, for during the lpi-ecedin'g war he had given
diftinguifhed proofs of his inconftancy ; he had an
adtive and' penetrating genius, poffefled great mar-
tial abilities, with an unbounded ambition, and had
always a ia;}e number of troops ready for adtion,
which he had lately augmented beyond the propor-
tion of his revenues. As foon as the emprefs-
queen heard of this alliance, fhe immediately threw
herfelf into the arms of France, and now fhe ob-
tained the friendfhip of that power, at theexpence
of the barrier againtt it in the Netherlands, and
alfo concluded a treaty of alliance with the court of
Verfailles on the 1ft of May, and the emprefs of
Ruffia was invited to accede to this treaty, which
fhe afterwards did *. s

* When the convention with Pruffia was laid before the par-
liament, they granted the king 20,0001, to make gdod his en-
gagements, and a million to be employed as exigencies thould re-
quire. P

In the month of January M. Rouille, the French king’s mi-
aifter and fecretary of ftate, wrote a letter to Mr, Fox the -
. Buitifh fecretary, expoftulating on the orders and inftrutions

" given to general Braddock and admira] Bofcawen 3 he complained
on the infult offered to the French flag, in taking two ot their
men of war, on the damages fuftained by the French fubje@sin
taking their merchant fhips, and finally, he demanded full re-
flitution 5 and when that fhould be made, he hoped all diffe-
rences would be accommodated. Mr. Fox was direCted to ane
fwer, that no fuch reftitution would be complied with, and that
the fteps taken by the Britifh officers, were rendered_indifpen-
fible by the boftilities, which the French began in the time of
profound peace. Upon receipt of this anfwer, the French im-
mediately began to repair the fortifications of Dunkirk, and they
. feized the Englith veffels, in the different ports of the kingdom,
_acd fent their crews to prifon, At Breft they employed a pro-
. digious number of artificers and feamen, in equipping a2 large
: o - armament.
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As foon. as the treaty of alliance between the
courts of Vienna, Verfailles-and Peterfburg was
: concﬁldcd.

. {

armament. - ‘At the fame time they marched feveral bodies of
-troops along the coafts of Picasdy, Normandy, and Britanny ;
wwhich fo frightened the Bri'ith miniftry, that they were fully
perfuaded the encmy intended to invade Great Britain, though
it was a@ually no more thap a parade of marches and countex-
.marches, calculated to elude us, while they purfued fome more
_Fealible defizn. ‘Fhe peoplé caught the alarm from the evident
“figds of pasplexity and conflernation, which-appeared 8 the
" soiniftsy 3 no oné ddubted the thyeaténed imvafen for a litfle
while, dnd every one expetted a declaration of war; but this
Yattes ftep was'fo €arefully avoided, that moft people apprehended
they were averfeto its being done, though tie honout ahd interaftbf
ithe nation loudly demanded it. When we confider the French had
with the greatefl infolence encroached upon the Britifh territories
3n Amerlta, had attacked, feized, and drove off ouf traders,
had committed there all kinds of hoftilities, while in Europe
. ~they menaced aninvafion, repaired the fortifications of Dunkirk,
-and their'monarch offered large premiums to his fubjefts, who
-fhould equip-privateers, we fhallbe amazed that the Britifh oii-
niftry refolved to aét on the offenfive, and negle@ed to empley
-the natural ftrength of their country, “The fears of a French
:invafion Mad taken fuch pofitflion of their minds, that they
+thought of nething but repelling this feare.crow : they ordered
- eolenel Yorke, the Britifh refident at the Hague, to demand éf
the Dutch the 6000 men as ftipulated by treaty, which they ate
: 30 furnifh when Great-Britain fhall be thrcatened with an inva-
- fion : the Dutch were perplexed by this demand ; they forefaw
that if they compiied, it would involve themy in the war, and
- expofe them to a land attack from France, which they dreaded ;
-they therefore contrived feveral delays, before they could give an
an{wer to the Englith memorial, which king George at length
rneiving, ordered the refident to dcquaint the princefs regent,
*-his daughter, that he would not infit on his demand, upén
“ which the Dutch came to a refolutiag to adhere to 2 neutrality,
« About the latter end of March the king acquainted the par-
liament, that he had requited a body of Heffian troops, pur.
faant o the Jate treaty, who were to be forthwith brought ever
. - . for
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.concluded, “they foficited the concurrence of thofe
-of Madrid and Turin; but thele- wikly refolved to
.adhere to a neutrality. As to the conduct of the
.king of Poland, elector of Saxony, we ftand tao
near the time to be a proper judge of it. When
.the treaty of Peterfburgh was made, itis certain the
-emprefa-queen endeavaured to draw him inta the
«onfederacy, and it is not to be doubted, but that
e was willing to contribute his aid towards bum-
.bliﬁ a prince, who had, during the laft war, en-
-tered his dominiens without any pravocation, toak
-paflaifion of his.capital, reuted hss troops, and-ob-
liged himr 1o pay a million of crowas to indemnify
:him for the expence of this expedition. - Whatever
-anfwer the king of Poland gave to the emprafi-
.queen we.do not pretend to know : it is true, he did
-uot fign the treaty, perhaps becaufe he was fitwated
.in the very jaws of the enemy, and confcions, that
sbe fielt part of the florm mauft fall upon himfelf,
.The semembrance of paft misfortunes made him
‘cautious how he entered into new meafures, and
.yet fhe confidered him.as having acceded to the

_for the defence of thefe kingdoms, To this meflags the par.
liament returned their th-nksin a warm addrefs. This unani-
‘mity éncouraged Mr. Fox, the new mimfter, to move for an
“addvefs, befeeching the king, thaf he wou'd order twelve batsa-
-Jlons of his eleCtoral treops, for 2 more effa@ual defence of this
‘itand, There were many members, who were utterly averfe to
this motion, yet, confldering the critical fituaiion of affairg,
they were afraid to oppofe it, left they fhould be expofed to a more
odicus fufpicion. The addrefs bsing voted, and préfented, the
king told them Me wonld-comply with their requsft ;- and before
-the endof the following month, the Heffians and Hanoveriats
were aQtually ped in Epgland. - The expedition made wfe
'olfc ;}n.thia occafion’ fhews haw vigildnt mea'can be when they
pleale,

treaty ;
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treaty ; for when the king of Pruffia afterwards de-
manded of her tbe caufe in making warlike prepa-
rations, fhe anfwered, they were for the defence of
- herielf and alles ; this latter expreflion could mean
nobody elfe but the cletor of Saxony, as her other
allies were thea at too confiderable a diftance to be
attacked by the king of Pruffia. She even appre-
-hended that he perfeitly agreed with the fentiments
-of the two emprefles, but his advocates fay this be-
-lef was falfely grounded ; they affirm he miftook
the fentiments of count Bruhl, his minifter and fa-
-vourite, for thofe of the eleCtor himfelf. It is cer-
*tain the minifter did all in his power, by the moft
-{candalous and artful intrigues, to make an
-breach between the king of Pruffia and . the. em-
.prefs of Ruffia : but whether the king. of . Poland
countenanced his proceedings, or whether the em«
prefs-queen took Eis word as the fame as his mafter,
the world is yet in the dark. The king of .Pruffia,
however, made a plaufible handle of Bruhl’s letters,
copies of which he found at Drefden, and by many
-ingenious, and fome erroneous confiruitions,. he
. made the world believe the king of Poland was ac-
tually in the confederacy againft him: this fort of
cafuiftry did him abundance of fervice in England..
Sweden was brought into the confederacy, in confe-
"quence of the treaty of alliance between the em-
prefs-queen and the King of France, though fhe en-
tered Germany upon pretence of being guarantee

- -of the treaty of Weitphalia. The emiffaries of

“France began to tamper_among the fenators of
Sweden, who were no way averfe to the war, when
they were informed of the fate of the confederacy:
on the contrary, they entertained hopes of gaining

S France
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confrderable advantages by it, particularly the reco-
very of their ancient pofleflions in Pomerania:
France did not fail to flatter their ambition ; but a_
tranfaltion happening in Sweden, proved fuch a
check to this intrigue, that nothing further was done
during the remainder of this year. The difpofition
of thediet or fenate of Sweden was oppofite to that
of the king and queen; he was allied by inclina-
tion, and fhe by blood to the king of Pruffia. The
fenate beheld this contrary opinion in their majefties
with the utmoft jealoufy; they narrowly watched
their condu& ; and it was in the courfe of this
fri®t obfervation, that they difcovered a plot for
altering the prefent form of the government, by
augmenting the power of the crown. Several

rfons of rank being convicted of being concerned.
in this confpiracy were beheaded as principals ;.
upon the whole it did not appear, that the king was.
concerned in this affair, yet he thought himfelf fo.
hardly treated "by the diet, that he threatened to-
refign his royalty, and retireto his hereditary domi-;
nipns in Germany.

The king of Pruffia, who had perfe& intelligence
of all political tranfactions, kept his army ready to
march on a moment’s notice ; but,in order to poifon
the minids of the proteftants of all Europe with a
deteftation of the courts of the confederacy, hein-
duftrioufly circulated a report, that by afecret article
in the treaty of Verfailles, the contralting powers,
viz. France, Auftria, and Ruffia, had bound them-
felves to deftroy the proteftant religion, and overturn
the freedom of the empire, by a forced eletion of
the king of the Romans. The cry of religion ferved
a handle for both fides. The partizans of the houfe

of
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of Auftria declared, “that the principal obje& of the'
téeaty of alliance between the ﬁings of Great Biitain
and Pruffia, was the ruin of the catholic faith in
Germany. Dhring this-war on paper, which found*
its way into the diet of the empire, and inte the-
moft refpeétable courts in Burope, -the grand opera-
tion was preparing on a more folid and durable
foundatton : two confiderable armies, with feveial
large magazines, were affembling in Bohemia and’
Moravia. The king of Pruffiz, alarmed at thefe .
preparations, ordered his minifter at Vienna to
demand eategerically, whether thofe preparations’
for war were not defigned againft him, or what
were the intentions- of the Imperial court? but he
received only an equivocal anfwer, that the emprefs
queen, in the prefent fituation of affatrs, foand it-
neceflary ta make thofe preparations for the defence:

- of herfelf and allies; and afterwards the declared,

that thofé preparations were not refolved on till after
the king of Pruffia had been fome time employed-
in making armaments. Thus it ia evedent, that
each fide had refoved on making war from motives-
purely its own. 'L he king of Pruffia was ready, and
had been long waiting for an -opportunity to ftrike’
fome coup d’cclat ; hischarater and condu&t verify
the affertion. The emprefs queen, even during the
laft war, determined on retaking Silefia the firft:
favourable moment. Her alliances were made with
this view, and her preparations for war were to
give fpirit for hier negociations. This latter cir-
cumftance obliged the king of Pruffia to refolve not
to fafpend his operations any longer. Hé determin-
ed to enter Bohemia, in- order to deftroy the Au-
ftrian armies and -magazines in thar Kingdom ; bat-
the ftorm firlt fell upon Saxomy, which he refolved

- : o
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to keep poffeflion of as a frontier, becaufe he had’
reafon to believe the ele@or was in fome meafure:
connelted -with the two emprefles. The king of'
®oland, who had dreaded this vifitation, had drawn:
the troops of his eletorate together at Pirna, ‘where-
they encamped, . furrounded.by entreachments, and
a numerous artillery. At firtt the king. of Pruffia.
feemed only to demand a free pafflage for his troops,’
with an.obfervance of neutrality on the. part of -the:
Saxons ; and asa fecurity for which, they thould quit/
their poft and difperfe themfelves. The former part'
of this demand was granted, but the latter was re-:
fufed ; upon which the king of Pruflia feized the:
towns of Leipfic and Drefden, and formed a blockade-
round the Saxon camp at Pirna, in order to reduce’
them by famine,  fince its ftrong fituation rendered-
an attack unadvifeable. In the mean time his troops
took poffeflion of all the magazines and granaries-
they could find in the eletorate ; and he ordered
the revenues to be feized, and paid to the Pruffian’
officers®*. Two Auftrian armies were at this time
forming in Bobemia under M. Brown and M, Pico-:
lomini, one of which he judged would fpeedily’
march to.the relief of the Saxons ; therefore to
keep them in awe, he ordered M. Schwerin to enter-
Bohemia from the county of Glatz, and M. Keith-

# As foon as the king of Pruffia entered Saxony, procefs was’
commenced againft him in the empesor’s aulic council, and in:
the diet of the empire, whese he was condemped for contuma-.
ey ; and thefifcal acquainted him that he was put uader the ban_
of the empire, “and adjudged fallen from the dignities and pofief-
fions which he held under it : at the fame time the circles of the’
empise were ordered to-furaith their.coa:iygents in'men and mo-'
ney e, put this fentence in execution, . )

. to



1756 (1761)
to penetrate into it on the fide of Mifnia ; but ap-
prehending that they were not fufficient, or net en-
tirel ding in their difpofitions, he committed -
the blockade of Pirna te an officer of inferior note,»
and entered Bohemia himfelf with the main body of
his army : he joined his troops under M. Keith, and
advanced to attack the Auftrians at Lowofchutz.
Early in the morning, on the firft day of O&ober,
the Pruffian cavalry advanced to attack the enemy,
who were covered by a nnmerous artitlery ; the good
direCtion of this fire obliged them to recoil and
retreat with confiderable lofs ; hewever,  they re-
turned to the charge, and made an impreffion on the
Auftrian cavalry, as well as drove away fome irre-
ulars, who had galled them in flank; fill they
uffered greatly, infomuch that the king thought
proper to order them to retreat to the rear of the
army, from which they never.afterwards advanced.
The cannon, during this time, maintained a prodi-
gious fire, and did great execution. M. Keith at-
tacked the village ot Lowofchutz at the head of the
infantry. After their powder and fhot wereexpend-
ed, the enemy were forced out of it by the foldiers
kayonets, and the Pruflians afterwardsiet its fuburbs
on fire. However, the Auftrian army was not broke,
nor did it quit the field of battle: the Pruffians ad-
vanced not an inch further than Lowofchutz, where
the king fixed his head quarters. The firing ccafed on
both fides, without any apparent caufe, as one had
not gained fo great an advantage, nor the other
fuffered fo material a lofs to ftagnate the a&ion.
At prefent the battle liad all the appearar.ces of being
@ drawn one, without being likely to prcduce any
Eenefit to either, yet both armies fung Te Deum,
‘ both -
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both gencrals claimeq the vi€tory, and the gazettes
-of Vienna and Berlin teemed with falthood or this
octafion. The only way to reconcile them, is to
acknowledge, which was really the fa&, that both
made a few prifoners, took a few cannon, and, for
their trophies, gained a fews colours.  As to the lofs,
that of the Pruffians doubtlefs amounted to 2500
men, though they never owned it ; but that of the
Auftrians is generally believed to' be mare, and yet
not much. Both armies encamped an the field, and
remained there. during the following night : next
day the Auftrians decamped, croﬂ'eg the Egra in
the face of their enemy, and retired to Budin for
want of water. .The Pruffians returned to Saxony,
and joined the troops, who had been left to block
up the Saxons at Pirna. Thus, if the king of
Ptuflia, when he entered Bohemia, intended to have
wintered in that kingdom, he loft the battle; but
if " his plan for this year’s operations extended no
further than to reduce the Saxons, he certaigly
gained it M. Brown made divers motions to relicve
the Saxons, who were now reduced to great hard-
fhips by famine; but he found it impoffible, the
Pruffians had taken poffeflion of all the defiles,
avenues, mountains, &c. for a confiderable-diftance
round about Pirna. The king of Poland, while .
the king of Pruffia was in Bohemia, quitted his
German dominions ; and ‘now he fent a letter to
count Rutowifki, who commanded at-Pirna, vefting
that officer with full power to furrender, or to take
fuch meafures, which he thought conducive to the
prefervation of the troops. The Saxons were fpent
with hunger, and greatly fatigued by throwing
bridges over the Elbe, and making feveral motions
in order to effe@ their own delivery ; their horfes
‘ I were
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were fo weak, as not to be able to.draws their artil- -
lery, and their pott as difficult to leave as it wis to
force ; therefore they refolved to furrender them-

felves to the king of Prufia. He compelled many
of them to-enter into his férvice, he obliged the
eleQtorate of ‘Saxony to furnith him with a great
namber of " recruits, and #e levied the moft exorbi-
tant contributions, which, in cafe of non-payment,

he threatened rvin- to the inhakitants by military .~
execution, and ht took up his winter quarters .
amongft them-; thus were the pcor Saxons obliged ~

to bearthe burthenof a war agaiift themfelves, and
to have for their enemy ‘the man who took upon
himfelf thetitle of defender of proteftintifm, though
his country is the ftate to which that religion owesits,
eftabliftment *and prefervadon. Hé forced open

- v N e .

the doors-of the*royal palace at Drefden, thbuﬁh‘. .
e

prote&ed by the queen, to "whom he had giveh

firmeft- afforances of all due refpe&t : fhée was ufed-”
with violence, and even put in danger of her life,.’
before fhe-qnitted the cabinet in which the archives
of the ftate were lddged.” Every clofet’ and every -

_ cabinet was broke open; - and every part was ftrictly -

{fearched.

‘We will now turn to our domeftic affairs, where
nothing butanarchy and confiifion appeared in the

miniftry: They fhared equally of the clamour they

had' induftrioufly raifed” againft admiral Byng,

Hawevet, as they were ftrong at bottom, they might

have maintained their pofts, had they agreed among
themfelves. - The lofs of Minorca wrought feveral
alterations in- the adminiftration. The Duke of
Deévonthire prefided at the board of treafury, in lien
of the duke ‘of Newcaftle. Mr. Legg was made

I ! chancellor_
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chancellor of the exchequer, in the room of Mr. -
Littleton made a peer; and the earl Temple, brother. -

in-law to M. Pitt, prefided at a.new board of ad- -

miralty. The lofs of Ofwego in America added.
more fuel to the flame ; and now the fears of the

people about a French invafion having fubfided, the -

Hanoverians, who were under their nofes, were load-
ed with a confiderable fhare of this popular indigna-

tion ; butit being thought neceflary for the defence -

of their own country ta fend. them back, it was

accordingly done ; part of the kingdom rejoiced -

at this mieafure, while another languifhed at the folly

which brought them. .. :

U

On the fecond of, December the parlimnenf mef,

when the clamour againft the miniltry was as great :

within dobrs’as it was without. Mr. F—— thought
he bore too great a {hare of _the pablic odium, iand

th;refprc,reﬁig]ﬁcd his poftiof fecretary of ftate, but -
nog without hopes of refuming. it with’ aagmented
poyer, for which he apprehended the embarraffipent
of parties would afford him.an opportunity. As he
was, a principal propf thg miniftry, his removal oc- -

cafioned the whole: ftructure to fall to pieces. It

could mot feem unnatural for that party which work- .-

ed'the downfall of this,.to. fucceed to the vacant -

plages.. On'the 4th.of Décember Mr. Pittwas ap-. -
poinged fecretary of ftate, and.many othér confonant -

promotions were madg. . ‘This minifter, from very
laugable motives, attempted to give a turn to the.
affaixs of his country, and thofe who had refigned
did  not make much oppofition in parliament; he,
by & {pirit peculiar to himfelf, began to prepare for

attacking France heartily. by fea, a method whichhe ..
knew would moft affet her; and..pe produstive of -

the only, folid advantage which this nation could
I2 reap
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. reap from a war with her : he aimed at the empire
of the fea, and France wds not ready for fuch an
enemy, having had all along to deal with minifters
of inferior abilities. Some other ftates of Europe
were. furprized ; he declared pofitively againtt all
foreign {ubfidies, and afferted, that not even haif a
man {hould befent to Germany ; he was unanimwoufly
applauded, and all degrees in the kingdom gave .
themfelves up to hope, except a few, being the
old junto, who finding that their new - affociates
would not enter into fome meafures which favoured -
the views of the crown fet hard to work to under-
mine his narrow bottom. They reprefented him
aud his adherents, as imperigys, obftinate, and igno-

rant, and even went fo faf as to queftion their

loyalty. : _
The milita bill. was introduced into the houfe -
of commons, by the honourable Mr. George Townf-
hend, -and ' by the honourable Mr. Charles
Townthend, brothers, The minds of the people
were prepared for this laudable and neceffary a& by
fome pamphlets written by perfons of diftintion,
fhewing the benefit and propriety of a national
_militia, in a time of war.. However, there were
many individuals in power, who fecretly difliked it5
and many who acquiefced in it; are faid to have nqt
been hearty in its favour, but none chofe to avow
their difapprobation, it being too popular an objeét.
After divers amendments, the bill pafled both houfes,
and received the royal aflent. To this fucceeded
a meflage from the king, acquainting the houfe,
that the French were preparing to enter Germany,
and invade his ele&oral dominions, and thofe of his -
ally the king of Pruffia ; and that he required fuch
afliftance as would gnable him to form an army of
‘ ' obfervation
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obfervation, for the defence of thofe territories, and
alfo for fulfilling his engagements.with the king of’
Prufia. This meflage was complied with, and

" about the fame time the parliament addrefied the
king, “for all the papers, letters, inftruCtions, and
orders, any way relative to the affair of Mi-
norca ; which were laid ‘before them in fuch multi-

_tades, that the trath lay buried in heaps of paper ;
and feemed to require the bafinefs of a whole fef-
fion to inveftizate the falts; fome fauits were found

_ with the nature of this enquiry ; but we fhall fotbear

_ defcending into the particulars of either it or them,

~as the whole ende:f in nothing ; the parliament

_ could not be brought to angry votes ; the refultiof
the enquiry was as favourable as any body could

7

CHAP V.
Changes in the Engliflo minifiry.  Affairs in Gemg;z_y.

HE firft objé& of public attention, in the

. B year 1757, was a body of troops affembling
in Weftphalia, under the ftile of an aniny of obfer-
" vation, to be commanded by the duke of Cumber-
land, defigned to obferve the motions of the French,
who were preparing to invade the. electorate of
Hanover. 'That unpopular party, who were oppo-
nents to Mr. Pitt, aferted, that we ought to aflitt
this army of obfervation with ourtroops and money :
D I3 and
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and they fupported this argument with the following
fentiments ; the increafe of French power, and the.
influence of France, among the neighbouring nations,
which they apprehended to be the worft of evils ;
to prevent this dangerous aggrandizement,' it was
abfolutely neceffary to pay a frict regard to the
balance of power, and feek our particular fafety
and liberty in the gencral fafety and liberty of
Lurope ; to keep a clofe connexion with the conti-
nent, both by large fubfidies, and by afliting with
our trocps ; for this purpofe, and for fecuring the pre-
fertt eflablifhment, aftanding army was to be maiha
tained ; and that our navy ought to be employed

- fubferviently, to the views of the continental {yftem :
they were for preferving the authority of the govern-

. ment entire, and in order to make government ‘cafy,,
. they were ¥or ruling men by their interefts, that'is,
they were continuing that prattice, which
had long been in ufe, of procuring a majority in
_puliament, not forgetting the proper- management
attending the diftribution of the numerous lucrative
places in the difpofal of the crown. But the popu-
lar party, at the head ¢of which ftopd the Britith
patriot, affirmed different fentiments : they were of
the fame opinions with regard to fetting. bounds to
- “the power of France, but “our fitaation they faid,
diftated a narrower, a more natyral, a fafer, §d a

lefs expenfive plan of politics. Great Britain Bpin
.an ifland, its conduét ought not to be the fameAvit
thdt of the nations on-the continént; out j‘xa'_n{_ral
firength is maritime, and that ought vigoroully’ to
-be exerted ; trade is our ‘natural employment, and
. they ought mutaally to fupport each other': if we
‘rerh our backs to our real interefls, abandon our
- matural elemént, enter that inextricable labyrinth of
ST T T e e contingntal

o
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except a fewof the flain which were unburied. The
armies continued in this ftate of a&ivity tll the 13th
of September, when the Ruffi#ns finding it impof-
fible, by reafon of their own ravages, to fubfiit in’

* the country any longer, began a fugden and fpeedy
retreat out of the Pruffian territories, to the great
furprize, of not only the Pruffians, but of every
court in Europe; even that of Peterfburgh difavowed
any knowledge of this unexpected motion: but in

_order to do juttice to their allies, who complained of
great’ injuries by this precipitate ftep, marfhal

" Apraxin was put under an arreft, and dircéted to be
conveyed as a prifoner to Peterfburgh ; but to the

‘.'ﬁreat difappointment of thofe, who expeted that

. his trial would unveil this myfterious affair, he was
[taken ill at Narva, and there dicd of an apoplexy.

“The rapidity with which the Ruffians marched,

) hiriderej marfhal Lehwald from harraffing their re-
treat; therefore he turned his arms againft the
Spedes, who were augmented to 25,000 men,
‘under the command of general Hamiltop, and had
taken feveral towns in the hither Pomerania. They
retired qn his approach, and he feized all the places -

“which they had conquered, and at length drave

" them to Stralfund, which fo lefiened their numbers

" by fatigue, hunger and defertion, that when they

" arrived thither, at the conclufion of the campaign,

_‘their army did not amount to half its original num-
ber. The Pruffians being now in pofieffion of all
Pomerania, the dutchy of Mecklenburgh, which was

“the ally of Sweden, of courfe became expofed jo their

_fury ;' the moft fevere exaltions were made, and the

“moft wanton” barbarities committed; the Pruffians
by their behaviour to the poor Mecklenburghers,
fsemed to revenge the crueldes of the Ruffians,

o : ' Lehwald

ra



1757 (196)

+ Lehwald would have prevented thefe miferies, had
he not perceived the difpleafure of his mafter, which
occafioned him to beg leave to refign, and his re-
queit being granted, he quitted the fervice with
hlent indignation.

The unwieldy French army, incumbered with a
vatt quantity of baggage and ufelefs touths, as French

- armies always are, made for fome time but a flow
pregrefs 3 it is true, they found many difficulties in
marching over the rough, difmal and barren de-
farts, which lie between the Rhine and the Wefer,
but at length they aEproached this latter river, ha-
ving obliged the duke of Cumkerland to retreat as
they advanced. His royal highnefs paffed the river,
and entered Hanover, which it was apprehended he.
could now defend, as the French army could not
}gafs the Wefer, which defends Hanover from thefe

oreign attacks, without manifeftly expofing them-

- feives to his mercy ; but from fome unaccountable
fatality, the French paffed the Wefer, in the
in the night between the tenth and eleventh of
July, without the lofs of a fingle man. The duke
of Cumberland retired to the village of Haftenbeck,
a few miles from Hamelin, to which place the marfhal
d’Etrees followed him. His royal highnefs thought
he had chofen fo excellent a fituation, that the French

eneral could not act againft him with his whole
orce; but he was deceived: M. d’Etrees had fupe-
rior abilities; he cannonaded the allies all day on
the 25th, and threatened to attack their right, left
and center at the fame time. On the 26th at day-
light, the engagement began, which was ‘main-
tained on the fide of the allies with great bravery
for feveral hours; but the French general, with
fuperior numbers-and fkill, obliged them to abandon
. . the
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‘continental politice, make ourfelves parties in‘every
controverfy, exhanl our wealth in purchafing the
ufele(s and precarious friendthip of cvery petty
prince and fate, watte the blood of viir people 1n ail
the quarrels that may arife on the continent, all
this will be fo far from going the right way to re-
duce France, that we attack her oa the ftrongeft
fide,- and only deftroy ourfelves by ‘fuch ill-judged
efforts againft the enemy: while we preferve the
-fuperiotity at fea, we have nothing to tear from the
" fuperiority of France at land; we “can always cut
the finews of her ftrength by deftroying her traffic:
to fearan invafion from apower weak in its marine,
“is-the.idleft of all fears; but allowiug it were pof-
_ ‘fible, 4 well:trained militia woudld with zeal be our
~beft proteCtion ; for-a ftanding army in every fhape
"is dangerous ‘to frecdom; our government being
“-eonnetted with the-liberty of the fubjeft, needs no
~afliftance from defpotic -power ; neithet is pariia-
- mentary intereRt neceffary ; ‘a good governnien: will
- not-be oppofed, and men need mo-bribes to perfuade
' them to-their duty. - C ;
*This confli&t -between -an old eftablithed intereft
and the torrent of popuilarity laftedfome fime, and
" the ‘nation was greatly injured ‘by it. Itis not
- proper to trace the fteps from whence it'began, ner
to purfue it any further. We hope we have fald
enough for every intelligent Englithman to form an
idea of the difmiffion of the minifter, which hap-
pened in the courfe of the difpute. Pcrhaps the
- old junto, who immediatzly futrounded the ——,
affirmed, that with fuch obftinate and ignorant col-
leagues, the machine of g—— could nér be moved
according to- ———="s inclination ; and by this ad-
vantage of the clofet, over hislittle cour?influence,
they gained their point. On the gth of April the

iy

Ig / king
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king commanded Mr. Pitt to refign, and four days
‘after Mr. Legge refigned, and other difmifhions
were made of courfe. The cafe of the natdon was
at this time truly deplorable ; we were engaged in
a war which had hitherto proved unfuccefsful, we .
hegan to defpair of our military virtue, and our public
fpirit fcemcd to be extinguithed ; fation raged with
the utmoft violence, our operations were fufpended,
and while we had no miniltry, there was no plan to
follow. The principal perfons in the kingdom
were divided by three parties; the firft were thofe
who had formed their connexicns under an old mi-
niftry, fome of them had grown to places and
power; all of them were diftinguithed by their’
want of abilities, and popularity, which, in a go-
vernment like ours, is an eflential thing they needed
moft, but all thefe were almoft overbalanced by
two articles ; the monied. intereft they had almoft
intirély, and of parliamentary influence, they had
by far the greateft fhare. The fecond party were
only powerful in a chafm: itis true they fucceeded
to office, but in a fhort time they were obliged to
abandon' their pofts; they were more unpopular
than the firft party; they did not even attempt to
preferve appearances _neceflary to popularity ; their
parliamentary ftrength was inferior, though refpec-
table, and their abilities were allowed to be great
and many. The third party poffefled an unbounded
ﬁopularity ; .their great znd glorious leader was ido-
zed by the people, who faw in him and his friends
that {pirit to vindicate and aflert our rights, which
.. we had long wanted : thefe patriots had courage
and honefty to purfue the real.interefts of our
country in defiance of power, and in contempt of
private advantages. They poflefled a folid judg-
- ment and a keen penctration : their eloquence was
o ; nervous,
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‘nervous, bold and admirable; it ftartled the .fons
of corruption, expofed the iniquitous and bale, and
while it revived, gave vigour to the drooping fpirits
of their injured countrymen ; in a word, they were
-patriots without prejudice,’ and courtiers ‘without
-dependance. 'Their itrength in parliament wag but
trifling, and their influence at court lefs: but they
. were beloved by the people, who repofed the moft
perfe& confidence in their integrity. The difinte-

reftednefs of their leader was -univerfally allowed

even by his enemies; and bis application-was equal

to his abilities. The turning thefe men out of em-

ployment was fo far from working: their difgrace as

was intended, that it inade them, if pofible} fhine

with more diftinguithed luftre; the whole nation

rofe up as'one man to ‘vindicate their condut, and

the freedoms of moft of the great cities and corpo-

-rations -in - Great-Britain- and Ireland were tranf-
mitted to Mr. Pittand Mr. Legge in golden boxes,

accompanied with elegant addrefles, paying the

higheft encomiumis on the patriotifim and virtue éf

their adminiftration. Nobody fucceeded to Mt.

Pitt’s office. On the 6th of April lord Mansfield

‘was appointed chancellor of the exchequer, andia
new board of admiralty was appointed with the earl.

‘of Winchelfea atits head. Three days after thefe
alterations were made, the duke of Cumberland

. was fent to Hanover to command an army of obfer-.
vation, confifting of between 30 and 4-,000 I{a--

noverians and Heflians. This meafure was taken

in confequence of the movement of -a French army

towards the Rhine, compofed of thofe troops which

they had laft yedr affembled on the coafts .of Pi-

cardy, Britanny .and Normandy, with a view ' of.

proceeding t6 the empire, and . attack the kiag. of

Pruffia, as they pretended, in confequence of their

o, 14 ‘ treaty
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Jreaty with the emprefs-queen, apd theirtbeing gu
?aet?{s of the trmeiy o Wﬁﬁphﬂ,iad{?:hw?g"?g:
haps their real dsfign was no othér than to ru‘:fe
conguelt of the g?g&p.me of Hanover, by whj
-they jydged they gould, oblige the king o Enzl;a.n
to. make {ome conceflions with regard to Am_er.icg
The name of Hariover was at this time fo unp
pular in England, that the people, after the exwz
of their late patriot mynifter, would not hear of a
:man or a fhilling being fent thither. We muf} owp
. this was carrying the rigid extreme of politics rather
“100 far ; Hanover being attacked folely on 'an Kng-
Lith caufe, we ought to have fent money fo its re-
oJief, for which there pyasat that time ,msnﬁ!‘?!zh.i)
.be had in Germany; hug the fending our tygops
1ahjther, while we are at war.with France, 15 doubly
. prejudicial to this nation, for, by want of men, we
cangot a& on ‘the offenfive againt Frapce as we
ought. . Uy . L .
.~"lg17he want of a fettled miniftry occafioned the upif-
- fortune of our having no fixgd plan of polutics at
the teginning of the year; and our affairs were not
likely to go well, when it was not certain how we
should purfue them from fych a variety of changing:
-guring the whole fpring nothing was to be feen qr
.heard. at court but confufion and cabal: at length,.
.when we were almof} ruined by this flate of anarchy,
asd when our generals had taken the field in _every
.quarter, though perhaps not without the fear of
‘being  difgraced by new ,maﬁ‘c{s,. the caballing
feemed to ceafe, and a,zeconciliation among the
parties began to be effected ; perhaps the 0ld junta,
wha had_ incurred .the cenfure of the people, were
-afraid’ to pufh matters to an.extremity: they how
“aw the eftefts of popularity which they once 31{-
3 T . biled

i Lo .
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‘pifed, and that the people were notto be led by the
nofe implicitly-into every meafure as-'they had ap-
prehended ; addréfles made their way to the throne,
praying, that the difmiffed minifters might be ré-
ftored, for upon thers depended- the fecurity and
honour of the nation, and the fuccefs of the wal,
which had hitherto téemed with difgrace and mif-
:fortune : thefe were terrible blows to the old junto's
wer, ‘and there was' no concealing them. On the
-29th of June the king reftored Mr. Fitt to his officé,
‘and - three days after- Mr. Legge' was appointed
chancellor of ‘the exchequer; the duke o}) New-
caftle was pla¢ed at the head of anew board of trea-
fury, lord Anfon firf ‘lord of the admiralty, and-
Mr. Fox paymafter of the ‘forces. ' This arrange-
ment was produttive of the moft happy confe-
-quences, and whoever advifed it was a ,liend to
‘Great-Britain. It'was impoflible to exclude frorh
the adminiftration the late miniftry { their influence
‘#n council and: parliament wés fo' gteat; that they
-could thwart every méafure in which they were not
immediately econcerned or confulted ; therefore this
was the beft ftep that could be taken, becaufe it was
an healing one,- and while it fatisfied the heads of
the parties themf2lves, it could not fiil of being
agreeable to their ramerous friends$ and-it had one
'agva'.ntage above all thefe,” which was, that it en.
tirely queled the {pirit of faction, no one party
being able on its fingle bottom to'do any thing ;
and this coalition, fo neceffary in a government ike
ours, -gave univerfal . fatisfaCtion to.all ranks of
people. It is not proper to trace out the means
through which it was effeCted ; the reader mutt be
coitznt with our obferving, that after the parties
had abated fomething in their hard and rigorous
- 5 terms,

~
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terms, by which all things had béen pufhed” to an
extreme, they confented to a kind of a capitula-
tion, and the court and the people were reconciled
to its terms. There could g:vno fear of negleft
where the vigilance and capacity of Mr. Pitt were
" to be exerted. :

.

In the mean time the operations in Geymany on -

the fide of the king of Pruflia were begun with great
eclat. He defied the ban, and though he knew
the ftate. of the confederacy againft him, he re-
folved to force his way into Bohemia, and attack its
capital ona fudden. The Aufirians are faid to have
had 100,000 men, commanded by prince Charles
of Lorrain \and count Brown, ready to oppofe his
affage. The king divided his army into three
godies, and then began his march. One of thefe
divifions, commanded by the prince of Bevern, de-
feated a large corps of the enemy at Richenberg.
“The whole army entered Bohemia without any fur-
ther oppofition, and with furpriﬁng rapidity pufhed
forward to Prague. Ata fmall diftance from that
city lay the Auftrian army, moft advantageoufly
pofted ; their camp was fortified by art and nature
in fuch a manner, that any common general would
have deemed it impregnable; but the Pruffians,
who were wedded to dangers and difficuldes,
thought of nothing but vi¢tory. On the 6th of
May they paffed the morafles, which lay between
them and the enemy, climbed feveral precipices,
and faced the Auftriah batteries with a refolution
_ that is hardly credible; the adtion was general,
clofe and obftinate, but the efforts of the Pruffians
Pxoved at length fuperior; the numbers of the flain
on both fides was very great; the viCors loft the
brave marfhal Schwerin, at the age of eighty-two,
' while

.
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" while he was at the head of a regiment holding a
- colonel’s ftandard in his hand; and on the fide of
- the vanquithed marthal Brown was mortally wouand.-
“ed, -which threw the Auftrian army into fuch irre-
parable confufion, that they precipitately quitted .
the field, ‘and left their whole camp to the Pruf-
“fians. About 40,000 of the fugitives, with the ge .
‘nerals, took refuge in Prague, and the reft fled fo-
-wards Moravia, The king of Pruffia loft no time
"in- immediately invefting the city, 'and catting off
“a}l fuccoars. Many people thought an atiack on
-this platé unadvifeable, confidering the great num-
‘ber of the garrifon, aud from the fame caufe appre-
-hended its redu@ion by famine the more certain.
~The monarch, however, is faid to have been deaf
“to reafon ; he Eorepared to bombard the town, and
‘on the 2gth of May at midnight, upon the fignal
-of 2 rocket, four batteries were opened, which
difcharged every twenty-four hours 288 bombs, be-
fides a vaft multitude of red-hot balls. One would
‘think thiat the vengeance of man was ftriving to be
‘more dreadful than the greateft terrors of nature ;
for juft before thefe malicious engines began to pour

" deftru&tion on the unfortunate city, there were felt
and heard one of the moft terrible ftorms of rain
and thunder, which had ever been known in the
memory of the oldeft man there. ‘The town was
foon in flames in every part. The clergy, magif-
trates and burghers fecing the city on the point of
being reduced to a heap of rubbith, fupplicated the
. commander-in the moft pathetic' language to liften
to terms with the enemy: prince Charles, the com-
mander, was deaf to their terms.” M. Brown at
this time was dead; the chagrin he fuffered is faid to
have proved mortal, and not the wound he received
- in

I4
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in thebattle. Twelve thoufand ufelefs mouths were
driven oat of Prague, and by the Pruffians forced
back again. Here we will leave this cruel fcong,
and turn to the other affairs which were tranfading
in'_theit:tterimt.},l L fe " bearhard .
In the north all things feemed to bear har, ¥
“the king gf Pruffia, tﬁ%he, emprefs of Rqﬂia,ug:ne
to her engagements, fent 60,000 men, commanded
by M, Apraxin, who invaded Ducal Pruflia, apd
.took the towns of Memel and Pillau; fhe alfo
equipped a fleet in the Baltic, deftined to co;operage
with the army. The king of ‘Sweden, though a]-
‘lied by blood and inclination to the king of fg i3,
could not rale the fenate, who were jealoys of. his
fentiments, and flattered by the intrigues and fup. -
fidies of France, which cemented all their old as-
tachment to her; and the duke. of Mecklenbyrg
agreed to join the Swedifh army with 6oco men,
w‘ghen it fhould be affembled. The French army
‘upon the Lower Rhine, copfifting of 80,0p0 men,
commanded by M. d’Etrées, an officer of great abi,
lities, feized Cleves, Meurs, and Gueldres, while
a detachment feized Embden, and . whatever - ¢lfe
ﬁclonged to the kiﬂiﬂf Pruffia in Eaft Friefland,
‘The contingents of the empire were afiembled to
execute the ban, and the command of theje tyoops-
was given to the prince of Saxe- i}bourghwfeq.
The unwillingnefs with which - this army acted, i
not altogether unaccayntable s many of them teared
the houfe of Auftria, and they acufiomed .to this
fear, by the tyranous influence of that family,
which had been in a manner heredisary in the qme+
pire: then wouhl they heartily {upport a powes sagy
dreaded, and almoit difliked ? probably they would
have remained in a fate of inadtivity, o5 have der
h ferted
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ferted to the king of Prufia, had' not the French
greed to fend 25,000 men, under the command gf
the prince de -Soubize, to their aflitance: the
ﬁrengh troops - were obliged to, be poited between
their regiments, in fuch a manner, as might pre-
vent defertion, yevolt, and all other attempts to dif-
obey the “orders of the commander in chief, athes-
wife this arppy would have dwindled away to no-

du:g ) -
hile the fiege of Prague was carrying on with
the utmoft fury, count Daun undertook to turn the
fortupe of the war, in favour of the houfe qof
Auftria: he was a general of extraordinary abiljties,
-he bad had a long experience, had fecp many fcengs
‘of aftion, and had rofe ta this fuperior cammax
not by court fayour, but by the flow gradation of
ere merit, without noife, and in univerfal eftcem,
ﬁ; collected the fugitives of the Auitrian army, he
took the garrifons of moft of the fortified towns ip
futtria, and fripped their ramparts of caunpn, ip
order to compofe a train of artillery: notyithftand-
ing the affajrs of the empre_fs-%i;cn feemed verging
to inevitable ruip, and every thing feemed wropght
yp to a defperate point, he entered the field in Bo-
hemia, and ook poft at Colin, a fmall diftance frop
Prague, trom whence he fed the garrifon with hopes -
of relief, which he apprehended would draw the
enemy to a battle. ‘The king or Pyuffia was fen-
fible of the advantages derived from that fituation;
he knew Prague would have furrendered, if Daug
“ had nat appeared, as the garrifon were reduced to
cating of horfe-fleth ¢ therefore he refolved, with.
'qu;ltlfélay, to, drive the Auftrian general from hig
entrenched poff. Marfhal Keith, a very able of-
ficer in thg Pwﬁfu} fervice, adviled his matter tp

reduce

«
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_reduce Prague before he gave battle to count Daun,
or elfe to raife the fiege entirely, and give him battle
‘with his whole army ; but the king of Pruffia had
formed his plan, and he would nat alter it ; -he re-
“folved to do a great deal of work in a little time ;
‘te divide his forces, and to beat count Daun, and
-take Prague at the fame time; therefore, he drew
*32,000:men from before Prague, though there was
an army in it to befiege, and marched with them to
‘Colin, where he found count Daun with upwards
of 60,000 men, in every part intrenched up to his
teeth, and defended by'one of the moft formidable
‘trains of artillery he ever faw. The monarch, fo
blinded with his uniform fuccefs, began an attack
-on thefe impregnable defences with his little force.
“The enemy’s artillery .fwept them away in great
‘numbers as they attempted to climb the precipices;
‘4n vain were the Prufhans infpired with a remem-
‘brance of their former: vi€téries, in vain did they
‘return to the attack with all the weight of ardour,
‘zeal, and courage ; they ftill recoiled; their impe-
tuofity was broke every time they advanced by fu-
-perior numbers and fituation ; in a word, they were
‘too few for this defperate enterprize. Daun never
ftirred from his intrenchments; he knew the king
of Pruffia had not brought troops enough to force
them, and he faw with pleafure thofe men facrificed
in thoufands, who had ftruek terror to the gates of
Vienna, becaufe the king of -Pruffia, by fuch a lofs
of his beft troops, would be lefs formidable during
the remainder of the campaign. The king made
feven furious, but ineffetual attacks, upon the
enemy’s intrenchments ; he himfelf, at the head of
his cavalry, made a moft vigorous and intrepid
charge; but that, like the reft, proving unfuccefs-
, ful,
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ful, he determined to draw off, and called alowd to
the prince of Bevern: ¢ 6‘}:Ious ferrons mieux un
¢ autre fois.”* ~They effefted a tolerable retreat to
- Prague, as Daun did not venture to purfue them.

The king joined his troops under general Keith,
whom he had left before the city, and prepared to
raife the fiege direftly ; he had induftrioufly con-
cealed his lots in the battle; but this meafure fuf-
ficiently proves it muft have been very great, be-
fides the namerous i1l confequencet of a defeat, fuch
as wounding the {pirit o(('l the troops, defertions,
~&c. He raifed the fiege of Prague that night, and
began his march for Saxony with the utmotit fpeed.
_As {oon as the imprifoned Auftrians difcovered the
evacuation, they fallied out, but it was too late to
do him any material damage. Count Daun joined
them, and they received him with all the tranfport
due to a deliverer; they, in conjunttion, watched
the motions of the Pruflian monarch, who being in-
ferior to them in numbers, continued to retire, and
- began to a&t upon a defenfive plan. 3
The battle of Colin, in a few weeks, -entirely
changed the face of affairs in Germany. The ene-
mies of the king of Pruflia were animated by the
fuccefs of their allies, and now began to pour upon
him on all fides. The favage Ruflians began to lay
wafte, with the moft horrid a&ts of barbarity, the

®* ¢ We will do better another time.” Hence it is evident,
he too k the blame of this mifcarriage upon himfelf ; and indeed
heonly was to blame, It is true, he had done a great deal with
a little ; but he apprehended, that with a little he could do all;
and upon this esroneous principle he fought the battle of Colin,
on the 18thr day of Junme: a day, which, through the Auftrian
dominions, is.annually remembered by a folemn thankfgiviag.

. " country

.
P



.

1757 (194)
country they had entered : their cruelties reflect fuch
infamy on their arms, that a hundred vittories more

"+« famous than thole of Peter the Great, will not be

. enough to wipe it off; nor were they during this
. campaign lefs cowardly than cruel; they were afraid
to fairly oppofe a handful of Pruflians, commanded
-:by an officer of reputation, affembled to watch and
- -harrafs their motions. . When the vile and horrid ra-
- vages of the enemy called aloud for vengeance,
when the country was totally defolated to a confi-
derable diftance, by fire and fword, the ‘Pruffians
could no longer forbear attempting to reftrain fuch
. inhoman havock; accordingly marfhal Lehwald,

" who commanded the Pruffian troops in this country,

- was direfted by-the king to give battle to the enemy ;
who were no fooner advifed of this intention, than
- they began to intrench themfelves with the utmoft
" ftrength and afliduity ; -the Pruflians, who did not
-excéed 30,000 men, found them at a place called
- Noxkitten, and carly in the morning, on the 3oth of
Auguft, they sttacked thefe defences with théir
* ufual vigour ;' the king of Sweden’s brother, atthe
- head ofg the Proffian dragoons, -found means to at-
“tack the Ruffian cavalry, and he almaft routed
them; marfhal Lehwald, after a confiderable ‘lofs,
" forced the enemy from the firft intrenchment; but
* finding there was afecond, defended by atleaft two
hundred pleces of cannon, he thought it would be
Imprudent to attempt that with fuch a handful of
men, and -therefore dctermined to draw off, for
which the king of Pruffia never forgave him; here-
treated to his former camp at Vehlau, without fuf-
< fering the leaft molettation ; the Ruflians remainéd
. iu theirs at Norkitten, apd next day there was little
or no marks of a battle having been fought there,

. - ~ except
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the field with the lofs of about 1500 men. His .

own army f{uffered nearly the fame, but he foon
made them ample amends by taking the town of
Hamelin, where he found a great number of brafs
cannon and mortars, and a vaft deal of equipage
belonging to the allied army. At this time, the

French nation laboured under the fame difadvantage  :

which has often happened in England ; ‘the fervants
of the crown were, in general, fuch as .were ob-
noxious to the people ; and if an honeft man hap-
pened to be employed by thefe mercenaries, and did

not turn villain as well as they, he was fure not to -

continue long in employ. How far this was
d’Etrees cafe we do not pretend to affirm ; it is cer-
tain, that before he fought the batile of Haftenbeck,
the marchionefs de Pompadour, who entirely- in-
flienced the French councils, gothim recalled; and

the duke de Richlieu, who had been the-principal -

_inftrument of her elevation, and perhaps excelled:
all the world in the mean and wicked arts of a pro-
fefled’ courtier, to fucceed him. Accordingly M.
d’Etrees quitted the army when he was on the point
of finithing his conquefts,. and marfhal Richelien

took ‘the: command. The duke of Cumberland, -
inftead of retreating dire@ly to Magdebourg, where -
he might either have been, joined or have been of .

moft feafonable afliftance to the king of Pruffia, re-
tired to Stade, where by the beginning of Sep-
tember, he was fo cooped up with water on his
flanks and rear, and the French in his front, that

he was unable by his fituation to retire, or by his -

firength to advance’; therefore he was reduced ta

the neceflity of figning a convention with the French -

general, framed under the mediation of the king

of Denmark ; whereby his whole army, conﬁllingf ,
) ' ’ o
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of 38,000 meh, wete obliged to ‘lay down their
arms and difperfe thcmfelves. Soon after which his
royal highnefs returned to Lotdon, where finding-
his condu¢t had not given fatisfaction, he threw up -
all the places he held under the crown, and retired
to Windfor. In the mean time the Frenth traverfed
the eleGtorate of Hanover, and exatted the moft ri-
gorous contributions in every part ; they plundered -
the toyal palaces,: and comemitted many barba-""’
rities.’ :

The army of the empire had, by this time, ad- °
vamted irito Saxony, and fummoned the city of Leip- -
fie. 'The king of Pruffia,  wlid'had feveral‘times of-
fered ‘battle to the grand Auftilan army, whithwas ~
more than double his number, but could neverbring”
them to ana&ion, now refolved to attack thisarmy ;
and after making feveral feint” motiobs, he, not-
withftanding their endeavouts toavoid him; brought*'’
his army oppofite to them oh the 4th of Nov. néax
the village of Rolbach, on the'wéft fide of the Sala,
and about ten miles fouth from Halle'inf Upper

\ Saxony, and “thefe was a cannohade’all day. The '
Pruffians were not " in ' the whole:* 2 5,000 men, ‘and *'|
greatly fatigued by a confiderable number of forced *’
marches. The French troops, under the command

of the prince de Soubife,are faid- to exceed 34,000, "'
and the Imperialifts, under the prince of Saxe-Hil-"
bourhdufen 20,000, all in hedlth ‘and vigour, ex-"
cept armong - the' latter"there were ‘bletidéd ‘fome re-
cruits; who were raw @8l undiftiplined,” aud vthers ™"
riot well affeéted to the fervice. - Dufing the night” *
the French and Imperial génerals took *a ‘refolution * *
to give battle t6 the Pruflian monarch ; ‘ard "on the™*’
sth at nine in the morning,- th'ey"bé%

art to mald”"
the neceffary preparations: The king; who perétived **
o , their



. (199). 1757
their intentions, made ready to give thema pro- .
pér reception ; he likewife Li.rangued his foldiers by
way of mfpiring " them with emulation, and (Pro- .
mifed them that their pay fhould be double trom
that tinfe'till they went into winter quarters. The
French horfe came on with great {pirit, and for a"
little * while fought bravely, but they could not
withftand the Pruffians, who afted with amazing -
ardor ; they feverely repulied, and afterwards totaliy -
routed this body of cavalry ; the reft of the enemy’s
combatants fhared the fame fate : the impetuofity of
the Ptuffiatis’ was 'like a’ torrent that overwhelmed
them with deftruftion : the Imperial infantry made
but a-f{rhdll refiftance, the whole army was feized -
with' a “panic when théy perceived the phrenzy of
the Pruflizns, and precipitately quitted the field of
battle ; they left behind them about 3000 men flain
and' 6ooo -~ prifohers, 63 pieces of cannon and fome
cofours ; the lofs of the Pruffians was not 500 men ; |
thefugitives were purfued untill dark night, which
alane preferved them from entire ruin.* ‘The victory-

was
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# This viGtory was of theBtmoft confeduence to the king of '
Pruffia; for a fittle before he fought it, the whole ftate of his af-
faire feemed vergibg to utter ruin, and afterwards‘they began' to -
put nna differemt face, and to emergetto better fortune, owing en-"""
tirely to the finportanee of this vi@ery ; he Rad been invefied on”
the north by'Swedes and Rbffians, on the ¢aft and part of the
fouth' by the Adftrians, andon the wet and fouth by the French
and the army of the Empive 5 and fuch was the vicimity of thofe *
powerful armiies, which did notin the whole amount to lefs than
360,000 man, - 1hat they were all of them at one time hovering -
on the fkirts of his dominiond, and’ fome of them had actually
penetrated  fo far, that: their detached-parties laid his capiral
uader contributions.  In thiefituation, hemmed inonevery fide -

. by
' -
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was fo complete that it hardly wanted to be improv-
ed ; the condition of the enemy was fuch that they
weére totally incapable of aftion, therefore the kin

of Pruffia began to turn his arms and march dire&-
ly to Silefia, where the fituation  of his affairs
J;manded his prefence with the utmoft hafte : he
had left Silefia defended by the Prince of Bevern
with only 26,000 men, who intrenched himfelf
under the walls of Breflau with the greateft firength,

-forming what is called an impregnable camp, in

which, by the king’s orders, he was to wait the iffue
of events. ' .

- ‘The Auftrians, as foon as they heard he was gone
in queft of the army of the empire, refolved to wreft
Silefia outof his hands by fome bold ftroke, which
they apprehended his abfence would afford them op-
portunity to purfue without interruption. Accord-
ingly on the z7th, general Nadatfti, a brave, vigilam.
and indefatigable officer, laid fiege to Schweidnitz,

by the moft forimdable league the world had ever feen, fome
might have thought it prudent if he had offered to fubmit ; but -
will pofterity think his numerous enemies deferve any honour if
they had compelled him to it ? Surrounded as he was, and oblig~
ed to make head againft them all, it is not to be wondered at,
that when he went through Leipfic to fight the army of the
empire, he was, by continual fat'gue, worn away to a fkeleton:
he conld bring noother army to an aéion, and confidering the
inferiority of hisr umbers and the unwillingnefs of the Imperialifts,
there were none he was moge likely -to defeat. By this battle
he got rid of the army of the empire on one fide, and checked
the progrefs of the marfhal Richlieu on the other, who was ad-
vancing from Hanover towards Magdeburgh ; the Ruffians bad
retired before, and the Swedes were at this time befieged in Stral-
fund, fo that of his enemies who appeared fo formidable in
Auguft, there were only Auftrians left, ‘.

and
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and he carried on the operation with fuch fpirit and
intrepidity, that though the garrifon confifted of
4000 men, he forced them by hus repeated attacks to
furrender prifoners of war on the 11th of November;
he undertook this enterprize wih principally
Bavarian troops, and he was no way fparing of their
lives. Tt was juft after this conqueft that the Au-
firians were informed .of the king of Pruffia’s fuccefs
at Rofbach, upon which they apprehended he would
be with them as foon as pofiible,. tnerefore they
found it neceflary to make ufe of the interim to the
beft advantage whatever it coit : the prefent exigen-
cies required vigorous meafures. In this opinicn
they united their force and advanced to the intrench-
ments of the Prince of Beverm, where they over-
Tooked the danger, by exaggerating the importance
in forcing them ; they did not trouble their heads
@bout the number of cannon which on every fide
defended his inacceflible camp; they confidered
that by forcing him they fhould get Breflau, the
capital of Silefia, but did not refle® on the number
of men it would coft, and of courfe weaken their
ftrength fo neceflary to keep Silefia. Cn the 22d of
November thcy advanced up to the intrenchments,
and about noon made two violent and unfuccefsful
affaults ;  but the thi-d, more intrepid than the for-
mer, forced the Prufiians from the exterior lines,
who thereupon retrea.ed to others which they had
made interior, The Auftrians perceiving this, and
confidering the prodigality of their flaughter, all at -
once ceafed the attac&: during this {ufpenfion, the
Pruffians were feized with a chimera, apprehending
their dernier intrenchments would be forced in the
night, and therefore while the Auftrian troops ftood
iafatuated with furprize at having, as they thought,*

, : K their
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their work to do over again, the Pruffians made ufe
of th:t opportunity to abandon their intrenchments,
and retreat over the Oder, except a few thiat threw
themfelves into Breflaw. The Auftrian generals
kueiv nothing of this fudden motion, and were af-
tonithed when they found this ftrong hold evacuated.
It is generally imagined the prince of Bevern was
afhamed of having ated in this injudicious man-
ner, and was afraid to fce the king of Pruffia, more
efpecially as his majefty had fent him orders not to
quit the lines on any account, for that he would cer-
tainly be with him by December ; and therefore in
the morning of the 24th, he went to reconnoitre the
enemy without efcort, attended only by a groom,
and was taken priforer by a party of the enemy’s
Croats. This circumftance was conftrued into a pre-
meditated defign, becaufe it cannot be fuppofed that ~
" a'man-of his rank, a prince, a commander in chief,
should undertake the dangerous tatkk of recon-
noitring attended by only ene man, and that but a
groom, fuppofing he had judged it neceffary to fee
things with his own eyes. The lofs of the Auftrians
in this aflair was not lefs than the amount of the
whole Pruffian force ; but that of the Pruflians, as
they were never put into confufion, did not exceed
2800 men. The Auftrians acknowledged that fuch
. another dear bought viftory would deflroy their
whole army. On the 2;5th they {ummoned Breflau,
and the garrifon furrendered on condition of not
ferving againft the Auftrians or their allies for two
years. ‘The king, as foon as he heard of thefe di-
faiters, redoubled his efforts of -fpeed towards Si-
lefia; he reached Parchwi.z, near Breflau, on the
2d of December, 2nd joined his troops, late com-
manded by the prince of Bevern.  The Auftrians,
, who

’
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who occupied the frong camp of the Pruffians, left
it as foon as they heard the lging was advancing to
give them battle, which they refolved to ‘accept,
and therefore began their march to meet him; but
they halted at the village of Leuthen near Lifla, and
though they did not intrench themfelves, they felled
great quantities of wood, and fcattered them in
their front, in order to make it impoflible for the
Pruffians to at with regularity. On the 5th of De-
cember the king of Praflia came up to their camp,
which was defended by a numerous artillery placed’
on feveral very advantageous eminences. He at-
tacked the enemy’s advanced corps, which confitted
of Saxons, and cut them to pieces, allo another
corps who intended to take him in flank. The
armies now came in fight of each other, and an ob-
ftinate and bloody confli&t began ; the Pruffian artil-
lery’ made'terrible havock ; it happened to be placed
in fuch.a fituation as to take the enemy in flank, and
it cut them down in ranks: the king’s infantry be-
haved with the utmoft intrepidity, and his cavalry
with the moft aftonithing fury. The Auftrians made
a brave refiftance, but they were obliged to give
way ; yet for fome time they difputed the ground
inch by inch; at length, finding they could not
withftand the impetuofity of the Pruffians, they fell
into confufion, and fled from the field in all the
agonies of madnefs and defpair; the officers ran one
way, and the private rgen another; the comman-
ders never thought of rallying the troops, but of
faving themfelves. The king purfued them to
Lifla; 6000 Auftrians were flain, 15000 made pri-’
foners, and zoo pieces of cannon were taken. Be-
fore the battle, the Auftrian army is faid to have
exceeded 70,000 men, but that of the Pruffians did

K 2 not
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not amount to 40,000 men, who were greatly fa-
tigued by a forced march of 200 miles. Notwith-
ftanding the rigour of the feafon was fet in, the king
of FPrufiia inveited Breflau, though defended by a |
garrifon of 13,000 men, and compelled it to fur-
render by the 2gth of December : the garrifon were
made prifoners of war. The king huving recon-
uered all Silefia, except Schweidni z, he pene-
trated before the end of the year into the Auftrian
divifion, and reduced feveral towns there, which fo
augmented the number of his prifoners, that before
New-year’s-day they by far exceeded the number of
his whole army. '
_ The king of Pruffia’s viGory at Rofbach not only’
prevented the French from purfuing their defign of
entering Magdebourg, but alfo revived the fpirits
of the Hanoverians and Heflians, and encouraged
them to refume their arms. Richlieu, the French
general, had bchaved in the moft cruel and infamous
munner in many places: where it was impoffible to
raife the contributions demanded, the foldiers were
allowed to plunder, with their ufual methods of
barbarity, and attempts had been made to take away
the arms from the Hanoverian and Hefiian troops.
Thefe open violations of the convention unbound
the hands of their enemies, and as foon as the king’
of Proffia had gained the battle of Rcfbach, it was
refolved to re-affemble the alled army; and the
king of Pruffia for this purpofe furnithed a general,
which was prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, brother
to the duke of Brunfwick, and an officer in his own
army. The firft operation which they undertook
was the reduction ‘of the rown aud caitle of Har-.
bourg ; the town was eafily maftered, but the caftle
' maintained
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maintaized a vigorous fiege ; at length it furren-
dered.

P

CHAP VI
Affairs in America and Afia.

HE Britith affairs in America this year fill
teemed with misfortunes and difgrace, nota

‘little owing to cur late political divifions, unftea-
‘dinefs and languor ; the attack on Crown Point,
which had been the principal obje&t in the begin-
ning, was now laid afide ; the French were entire
mafters of all the lakes, and had nothing to prevent
their collefting the Indians together againft us: ouar
fears did more in behalf of the French, than the
French could have done for themfelves: we aban~
‘doned the Iroquois, who were once our allies, and
‘might have been preferved, and the whole country
‘to the enemy ; and thus without one native in our
‘alliance, our whole frontiers were expofed to their
incurfions. Inftead of attacking Crown Point, it
‘was judged of more confequente to go againft’
Louifbourgh. Accordingly a plan was drawn up,
but it was fuppofed to have been communicated to
‘the enemy as foon as it was finithed. The imipor-
tance of the place was fufficient “to ftimulate the
French miniftry to provide immediately for its fe-
curity; accordingly M. de Beaufremont-failed trom
K 3. Breft
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Breft on the 3ath of January with a {quadron of
nine fhips, having on board a body of troops; but
as the harbour of Louifbourg could not be free of
the ice by the time he might be there, he was di-
rected to fteer for the Weft-Indies, and reinforce
their garrifons in that quarter, which he did, and
arrived at Louifbourg on the sth of June, from
whence he fent a reinforcement of mer and arms
to Monfieur de Montcalm, who commanded the
French troops in Canada.. About the beginning of
April M. du Riveft failed from Toulon with five
thips, having alfo on board a number of treops,
warlike ftores and provifions: he {lipt through the
gut of Gibraltar after a {mall encounter with ad-
miral Saunders, and arrived at Louilbourg on the
4th of June. On the 3d of May M. du gois de la
Mothe, with fourteen fhips, having likewie on
board a number of troops and prefents for the In-
dians, failed from Breft, and arrived at Louifbourg
on the 2gth of June. Such was the vigilance and
prudence of the French; while, on the other hand,
the Englifh under- admiral Holbourm did not fail
from Cork till the 8th of May, nor arrive at Hali-
fax, the appointed. place of rendezvous, till the
month of July.

In the mean time lord Loudon % drew the troops
from the northern frontier of the Britifh fettlements

1 Ubnfortanately for his Jordthip's popularity, snd the happi-
nefs of this nation, an embargo was laid on all thips in Nerth
America on the third of March, in order that the enemy might
not receive any inrelligence of his defigns, and to make provi-
fions plenty and cheap for the army und ravy; although he
‘might have knowil that the exports would never exhauRt the
great quanatities of provifions which the Britifh colonies preduce,
and the enemy might receive iatelligence by othes channels.

adjaining

-~
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adjoining to Canada, and he continued to call the
troops from the other parts, till he had colleéied 2
'body of 6000 men, and With thefe he embarked at
New York for Halifax. Ttis well worth obfervin%,
that he fet fail on the 1gth of June, convoyed only
by three frigates, and arrived at Halifax on the 29th,
during all which time the French, fleets were entire
‘mafters of the feas in North America, and therefore
there was the atmoft l}azzu-d of him, and all the
troops beipg made prifoners by them, as admiral
Holbo:::‘] gld ‘not agrive il fo)r’he time after lord
“Lodhohn had fertunately landed at Halifax. On
Yhe gth of July admiral Holbourn arrived with -tire
troops from Cork ; when a junétion of the forces
was made, it was found they amounted to 12,000
‘effeCtive men ; and the fleet confifted of 15 fail of
the line, and :8 frigates, &c. Near a month was
fgnt at Halifax in exercifing the troops, and by

ints accaftoming him to divers forts of attacks and

defence. Thefe fleps were condemned by fome

“as,—¢ keeping rthe courage of his majefty’s foldiers

¢ at bay, and expending the nation’s wealth in ma-

¢ king tham fights an% planting cabages*, when

. ' K 4 ¢ they
¢

# Alluding to a bafty exprefion of lord Charles Hay, who
was a major-general in this armament, and who in one of the .
, frequent c--uncils which were held at this place, was put under
<an arrelt for fome public reflexions on the conduét of affairs.
In the year 1759 he folicited a court martial, in order to clear
-his charadler from the confequences of a difagreement between
him aod.the commander in chief, which was granted, and held
- im London: the charge was contempt of orders ; but his lorde
. fhip died before the proceedings were.clofed. However, it is ne-
ceffary to obferve, in juftice to his memory, that the pnuﬁhnlel;:
. , whic
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¢ they, ought to have been fighting the enemies of
¢ their king and country in reality.” Atlength, on
the firft of Anguft, the troops were embarked to go
againft Louifbourgh; but on the 4th a fuppol%&
French packet, {irom Louifbourgh to France, was -
taken and brought in. By the letters found on board
this packet it appeared, that there were then in the
harbour of Louitbourgh 17 fhips of the line, three
frigates, 6coo troops in garrifon, with 3000 na-
tives and 1300 Indians: the place well fupplied with
all kinds of military flores, and the people all in
“high fpirits, and withing for an attack. On the re-
ceipt of this intelligence, the whole plan of opera-
“tions was laid afide. Lord Loudohn with the troops
returned to New York, where he arrived Auguft
o, and admiral Holbourn cruized off Cape Breton,
'goping that as”foon as the feafon advanced, when
the French fleet muft leave their harbour and return
to Europe, he fhould be able to carry fome.of them
“to England, in recompence for an inaétive cam-
paign; but on the z4th of September his fleet was

—

which he thew=d te fume tranfations in America, difplayed a
becoming ardour in him, whofe courage and zeal were krown to
the world, and had been diftingoithed by the applaufes of the
enemy ; and nothing will be hazarded in faying, he was one of
the braveft and beft officers on this fervice, .

1 Some who canvals the whole proceedings of this expedition
with 2 fevere eye, look upon this aftair of the packet boat asa
political contrivance of the people at* Louifbourg, to intimidate
the Britifh officers with an exaggerated-account of the garrifon

- and others bearing arms ; for the wai chafed many hours, du-
ring which time fhe never threw her difpatches overboard 5 a
. precaution always taken by packet boatsina time of war, There
have been many pleafant little ftories and anecdoies told at New
York of this expedition, : - -
terribly

.
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terribly fhattered and difperfed by a violent ftorm,
which forced him off his ftation, and fome of the
fhips, in great diftrefs, to return to England. The
French fleet having now an opportunity, returned to
Europe unmolefted. The fagacity which drew the
troops from the northern frontier of the Englith
provinees, in {0 doing, expofed them to the incur-

_fions of the French troops in Canada; for during
the-abfence of lord Loudohn, fort William Henry,
‘which flood on lake George, fell a prey to the
‘French arms; though one would have thought our
people might have taken warning from a recent
alarm* given to that fort before his lor:fhip’s de-
parture, and therefore it could not have been im-
-pradent to have left a ﬁron%'I fuccour for its relief,
in-cafe of a fecond attack. owever {o 1t was, that
while his lordfhip was gone on the expedition againft
Lquitbourgh, the marquis de Montcalm laid tiege
to the fort on the third of Auguft, with 10,000
men, and a train of artillery ; and on the ninth co-
lonel Monro, the commander, was obliged to fur-
render, having expended all his ammunition. The
garrifon obtained, by their gallant defence, an hos
nourable czpitulation; but many of them were
‘cruelly butchered by the French Indians, together
with the women and children. A fceue of fuch fa-

[ . . .

. * The affuir was thus: ahout the beginning of March (du-
ring the fevereft feafon) a party of French paffed lake George
an the ice, without any ammuniitg or provifion but what they
drew after them upon fedges : 4 htended to furprize the gary
sifon,; and take the fot by efcalad®) but the vigilance of major |
Ayres, the thea commander, fruftzated their defign; his cen.
tries gave inietligence.of their approach, and he inftantly pros
wided for a proper defence,; upen which the enémy etired,

K vage
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vage cruelty, and horrid barbarity, was never aQted
as at the gates of this fort: the infants and childrem
were feized by the heels, and their brains beat out
againit ftones and trees ; the throats of fome of the
womep were cat; and the bodies of others were ript
open, and their bowels torn out and throwa in their
faces: and other more fthocking marks of rage,
horror, and cruelty were committed, but which,
for the fake of the hamane reader, we all not men-
.tion,  All thefe were done in fight of the French re~
gulars, and their inhuman commander, who, con-
trary, to the articles of the capitulation, never er-
dered them to reftrain the barbarity of the Indians.
Part of the garrifon, however, efcaped to fort Ed-
ward, in a miferable condition, after being purfued
fevey miles by the enemy’s favages. General Webb,
_with near 4ooo nlen, was an indifferent fpeQator of
the operations of the fiege ;—perhaps ke thogght
his numbers not fufficient to hazard a battle with
Montcalm, ner torelieve the place. R
. In the month of O&ober admiral Coates, who
had been fent with a {quadron to Jamaica in Fe-
bruary, detached captain Forreft, with three fhips,
10 cruize off Cape Francois, in order to intercept
the French trade bound for Europe. At this time
there lay in the harbour four French fhips of the
line, and three frigates, the commander® of whonp, :
. : n

* M, Kerfaint, who, in the 'month of November, 17¢6,
failed from France on an expeditioni to fcoer the Englith fetvles
nents on the coaft of Guiney, which be exectited with tolerable
fuccefs, by taking feveral trading veffe!s, belonging to the porte
of London, Liverpool and Briftol. -He made an attempt to re.
duce thecaitle on Cape ‘Couft; but, aftertwohboursaannonnding
o it,
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in order to drive the Euglith fhips off that ftation,
ftrengthened his crews and quarters with an addi-
tional. number of failors and foldiers, and put to
fea When captain Forreft defcried the enemy, he
_called his two captains on board him, and faid,
¢ Genmtlemen, you know your own ftrength, and
-¢ fee that of the enemy: fhall we give them
-¢ battle ?’ They anfwered in the affirmative.
¢ Then, faid he, fight them we will; there is no
< time to be loft; return to your thips, and get
-¢ them ready for engaging.’ The Englith bore
down upon the enemy with ancommon {pirit, and
began the ation, which raged with the utmoft fury
above two hours and a half, all the while in fight of
ghe Cape; when the French finding themiclves
greatly damaged, and notwithftanding their vaft fu-
geriority, unable to take any of the Britith thips,
wan away, and fought their prefervation in the har-
bour. Captain Forveft returned to Jamaica to refit
&is fips §. ;

M

it, Mr. Bell, the Englifh governor, obliged him to fhger off.
He then fet fail for the Weft-Indies. The Dutch at fort El-
mina flood tame fpectators of the fire, withing (as they afters
‘wards publi¢kly declared) the French commodore fueccfs; for
bad that been the cafe, the petty fates of negroes would in~
fantly have revolted from the Englith intereft; a circum@lance
the Dutch are very dcfirous of feeing, becau'e they look upen
Britain as their rival in commerce, and besaufe they diflke any
power having any trade but themfelves.
.- 1 Ancther gallant attion of this brave officer deferves to be
mentioned : he in a fubfequent cruize, near the ifland of Hif-
pasiole; taok (hy = well-concested pmojeét) a whole fleet of
nine Fiench merchantmen, richy laden, with a fingle fhip, im
the acighbourhood of five hatbours, inte any of which, could the
enemy

Fd
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. In Afia the Britith arms were triumphant; but
this muft be entirely attributed to the vigilance,
. prudence and courage of fome good officers, who were
at too great a diftance to receive orders from thofe un-
fteady men, who ftill preferved great influerce, and
formed irrefolute c—s. The company’s difputes with
.the Nabob of Bengal, the rife of which we have al-
ready explained, were terminated to their great ad-
vantage by admiral Watfon and colonel Clive.
After they had reduced the fort of Bufbudgia, they
proceeded to Hughley, up the Ganges, ang reduced
_that alfo, becaufe the Nabob refufed to come to
terms, which they offered to him in the moft polite
and civil manner at the clofe of the laft year; but
" yet he was too haughty to think of treating, and
yet he was afraid of the Britith power. To conceal
his terror he made a motion with his army towards
Calcutta, upon which colonel, Clive determined to
.give him battle in his camp, and on the gth of Fe-
, bruary he forced the Nabob from all his pofts,
though' defended by between 40 and 50,000 men.
This rifk, feconded by a letter from admiral Wat-
- fon; intimating that this was a fpecimen only of
what the Britith arms, when provoked, could per-
form, perfe@tly anfwered the intention of bringing
about a pacification, for in four days a treaty of
peace was figned, by which the Englith Eaft-1ndia
company were eftablifhed in all their former privi-
leges, an immunity for all taxés was granted, and a
. 3 o

’ ki . R i
edemy but have efcaped, they might have been fecure, and car.
ried'them into Jamaica, where they were all condemned, This

‘was the firft fircke given to the enemy’s trade in Mr. Pitt’s ad+
P - A

miniffration,
: e B e e reftitution
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reftitntion promifed for all that the trade had firffered
in the taking of Calcutta. As this treaty was ina
manner extorted from him, he never intended to

-fulfil the conditions ; moreover, his principal coun-
“felldrs were in the intereft of the French, who were
continually gratifying them with prefents, hoping
by that means tp embarrafs the Englith. The day
-after this treaty was figned, admiral Watfon and co-
lonel Clive received advice, that war had been de-
clared in Europe between the Englifh and French;
this of courfe opened a new fcene, and thefe brave
officers, who had the honour and intereft of their
country-at heart, immediately refolved on attacking .
the French fort of Chandenagore, fituated higher up
the river than Calcutta. On the 24th of March,
after a fiege of four days, this place was reduced,
though the ftrongeft and principal fettlement the
French had in Bengal; 183 pieces of cannon were
found in it, and goo Europeans and 700 Blacks
were made prifoners. ' There being no longer any
thing to apprehend from the French power in this
part, it fell under confideration how they fhould a&t
with regard to the Nabob, who had from time to
time, upon frivolous pretences, deferred to execute
the articles of the treaty; he was every day more
inconftant and infolent. Some time was taken up
in thofe deliberations ; they were afraid to precipi-
tate war with-him, left it thould be fatal in 1ts con-
fequences; and yet his conduét jugiicd fuch a ftep.
But in the midft of thefe perplexitfes, -a ray of hope
unexpe&edly appeared. ‘Fhe feverity and fickledif-
pofition of the Nabob fpread a terror among thofe
about him; they did not think themfelves fafe in
the power of fuch a man, and they began to think
of depriving him of his power, becaufe he aQufed
: Ny

ra
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it Among thefe was one of great intereft and au-
thority, named Laitty ; he put himfelf at the head
of this confpiracy, and communicated their defigns
to the Englith ; but Meer Jaffier Aly Cawn, a ge-
neral of the Nabob’s army, joining the number, it
was thought proper 1o conclude a treaty with thefe
confpirators, upon the bafis of the former with the
Nabob, before the Englith took the field for their afif~ *
tance and defence, and in their own juftification; for
the Englifh, by thefe confpirators, had certain know-
" ledge, that the Nabob dhortly intended to attack
. them. In this treaty, nothing was omitted that
might put the company’s affairs for the future upon
a firm and flable eftablifhment; and it was alfo.
agreed that Meer Jaffier thould be appointed Nabob.
Every thing being now ready, colonel Clive begas
his march to Plaifly on the Ganges, and took pott.
on a very advantageous ground. ‘Oa the 22d of
{)une,‘ the Nabob’s army approached and gave him
attle with near 40,000 men and 4o pieces of can-
pon; but half of the troops, who were under the
command of Jaffier Aly Cawn and other ¢onipi-
rators, were inative. The Nabob knew not how
to inveft colonel Clive’s intrenchments ; and the co.
lonel, taking the advantage of his ignorance, totally
defeated him with very little lofs among his own
ttoops. Meer Jaffier now declared himfelf, and
congratalated Mr.Clive on his viQory. The Naboh
fled to Muxadavad, his capital, with g few of his
attendants whoéohtinucd faichful. Moer Jaffier
entered the city while it was in confternagion, by
the advice of Mr. Clive, and was by this .gallany
officer placed in the ancient feat-of the Nababs,
where he received the homage of all ranksof people,
‘Uhe depofed Nabob wandcred shost an unfortugate
. ) " fugitive,

AN
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fugitive, purfued by his enemies, in the utmoft dif-
* treis, with hardly cloaths to his back, and dill
wora out with hunger and fatigue ; he at length
took refuge in the houle of 2 man, whofe ears he
had caufed to be cut off in one of the tranfports of
his paffion: this perfou dglivered him up to his pur~
fuers, and Jaflier Aly Cawn’s fon ordergd him to be
put to death. In about thirteen days this great re-.
volution was accomplifhed, with a fmall force and
very little lofs, and the India company gained fuch
a number of valuable advantages, as exceeded the:
expeQation of the moft fanguine wifh.

CHAP VI
 Expedition to Rachfare, .

LTHQUGH Mr. Pitt, on his coming inte

-the adminiftration, did not acquiefce 1n the
erman war, yet he refolved an an expedition to,
the coaft of France, that thould at once ferve both
Germany and Britain. 'The fcheme of a littoral
war againft France was undoubtedly a good ene, ac-
cording to the prefent {yRem of affairs. - France had.
embarked in the quarrels of the empire, and was.
marching great armies to increafe thofe diftur.
bances ; an attempt therefore to annoy hercoafl, and
deftroy her maritime ftores, would ferve Britain, by
annihilating her rival ftrength, and ferve Germany,
. By
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by obliging her to keep her troops at home for the
defence of her maritime places. Some few, who
were againft this kind of war, urged it was cow-
ardly, weak, and immcthodical; but they were

foon over ruled by others, who afferted, that it was -
no matter which way the enemy was annoyed, pro- .

vided fhe was but fenfibly hurt. A large fleet was
therefore equipped, the command of which was
given to admiral Hawke, who was affifted by the
admirals Knowles and Broderick. A body of
troops, confifting of gcoo men, were put on board,
commanded in chief by Sir John Mordaunt, af-
fifted by the generals Conway and Cornwallis. The
deftination was kept a profound fecret; and whilft
1t exercifed the penetration of all the politicians in
Europe, it filled France with the moft ferious
alarms. The defign was to make a diverfion in fa-
vour of the duke ot Cumberland, by drawing a part
of the French ‘army from Weftphalia and Hanover,
to the defence of their own coaft. After much
time {pent in making preparztions, and feveral blun-
dering delays, the fleet 4ailed on the eighth of Sep-
tember, the day on which the convention of Clofter-
Seven was figned. On the 2:1ft the fleet appeared
Ybefore Rochtort, and it wzs now known that th

§ntended to attack’it; but as the officers had lai

down no plan to be followed id this enterprize,
ome time was taken up'in debating and framing
one. ‘A concurrguce of evils fruftrated this expe-
dition : it will be hard to determine, whether the

Were purpoftly framed or accidentally fell out. The
Prench natioh is faid to have been-alarmed by the
4roops lying on the Ifle of Wight fome time before
they “fraled, and by very good intelligence from
Englind. Two days after the fleet made the enemy’s
N i land,

\
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land, theViper floop was difpatched from England,
with the following letter from Mr. Secretary gitt to
Sir Edward Hawke, and to Sir John Mordaunt,
dated Whitehall, September 15, 1757, and received
by them on board the Ramilies on the 22d day of
September. : '

-

" ¢«S§IR, ' :

¢ His majefty, by his fecret inftrucions, dated
¢ the sth day of Auguft laft, having direfed the
# return of the fleet under your command, together
¢ with the land forces on board,” ¢ fo as to be in
-¢ England at, or about, as near as may be, the end
¢.of September, unlefs the circumftances of the
¢ fhips and forces (hall neceffar:ly require their re-
¢ turn fooner;” ¢ I am now to fignify to you the
¢ king’s pleafure, that you do not confider. the a-
¢ hovementioned: time, limited for your return, as
-¢ intended in any manner to affeét, or interfere
¢ with, the full exertion of the firft and principal
-¢ objedt of the expedition; namely,” « Attempe-
-¢¢ ing, as far as fhall be found pracicable, a defcent
«¢ on the'French coaft, at or near Rochefort, in or-
-¢¢ der to attack if prafticable, and, by a vigorous
< impreffion, force thay place; and to burn and de-
- ¢ ftroy, to the utmoft of your power, all fhipping,
s docﬁs, magazines, and arfenals, that fhall be
¢¢ found there, and exert fuch other efforts, as fhall
-¢¢ be judged moft preper for aanoying the enemy.”
-¢ And with regard to any other particular attempt,
-¢ which, agreeably to your orders, you fhall have
.¢ commenced, and in the execution whereof yon
¢ fhall be attually engaged, it is alfo his majeity’s
-¢ pleafure that'you do not defift from, or break up
¢ the fame, merely and folely on account of the
P ) time,
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¢ uime, limited forycur return, by the inftrutions
¢ abovementioned ; but that, notwithftanding the
¢ fame, you do coatinue, with the flett, during
¢ fuch a farther number of days as may afford a-
¢ ‘compe:ent time, for the completion of any ope-
¢ ration under the above circumftances ; -after which
¢ you are to take care to return, with the fleet under
4 your command, and the forcesjoa board, 'in the
¢ manaer direed by your former inftrutions.

¢ I am, &c. '
¢W.PITT.

It has been threwdly fufpedted, that chis floop, or
the Harwich man of war, which failed at the fame
-time from Plymouth on the fame deftination, car-
‘vied other difpatches of a inere fecret mature, and
-faid to ‘be uttérly wnknown t6 the minifter. :

Omthe 23d of September it was refolved to fecure
“the little ifland of Aix,"fituated in the mouth of the
‘river Charante, - which Tuns wp to Rochefort, as it
‘was apprehiended the French on 'this iffantl might
amake fome obftroion to the landing of the troops ;
-accordingly captain, now commodore, How, in the
Magnanime, almoft inftantly reduced it, with the
Jofs only of two failovs. At the time this Little ¢on-
Queft was made, it was expected the troops were fo
%e immediately landed; but on the 25th the mili-
tary officers refolved in a council of war, that an at-
tempt upon Rochefort was neither advifeable :nor
practicable, On the 8th of OQober, after haying
mof effeltually alarmred the French coaft, it was re-
Hfolved to land at the mouth of the river Charante,
and at twelve o’clock at night the troops were pat
‘into the boats, where they remained four hours on
@ baifterous fea, and then, wete ordered back again ;
. . ) - nPOn
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ypon which admiral Broderick acquainted Sir Ed-
ward Hawke, ¢ That having prepared all the boats
¢ with proper officers to land the troops, he was
¢ now to acquaint him, that the generals were come-
¢ to a refolution not to land to-night, but to wait
¢ till day-light, when they can have a full view of
¢ the ground whereon they are to land.” Sir Ed-
ward then defired Mr. Broderick to enquire of the
erieral officers, whether they had any further mi-
itary operations to propofe, that the fquadron
might not be unneceffarily detained: to which the
commander of the land forces fent this anfwer:
¢ We all agree in returning dire&tly to England.’
"Upon which Sir Edward fent a letter to Mr. Pitt,
the conclufion of which is thus: ¢ It was the dasjs
¢ expettation of their undertaking fomething, whi
¢ induced me to ftay here fo long. As I have get
¢ their final refolution, I fhall fail for England to-
 morrow morning.’ When' the fleet arrived, the
‘whole nation was in a ferment; they exclaimed
againft the commanders, .and cried aloud for juftice
on the delinquents. * The officers blamed the mi-
niftry ; who, to acquit themlelves, directed an ene
qairy to be made into the caufes of the mifcarriage.
‘Ihe officers appoi i i
penetration will ever be applauded, gave it as their
opinion, that the caufes of the mifcarriage were,
¢ Not attacking fort Fouras by fea, *at the fame
. ¢ time

#* It is proper to explain this matter. Sir Edward Hawke
firft propofed laymg a 60 gun fhip againft Fouras, in order to,
facilitate the landing of the troops, and Thierry, a noted French
“pilot, who gave much of that informarion on which the expedition
was planped, undertook to condué fuch a fhip for that purpobfe;

ug,
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‘¢ time that it could have been attacked by land;
and coming to a refolution on the zg5th of Sep-
tember, that an attempt on Rochefort was ne:ther
advifeable nor pradicable, though at that time
there were no tropps nor batteries on fhore to pre-
vent a defcent.” From hence it appeared,”that
the officers had been guilty of difobedience of or-
ders. The reader may perhaps ftartle at this af-
“fertion ; but we will give him a part of fuch of the
evidences a$ tended to prove the attempt was prac-
ticable. Lieutenant-colonel Clark faid, that he,
:with three more officers, wenton fhore, and walked
two miles, over a fpungy neck of lind, called Ifle
‘Denis, to the folid continent, awithout molefiation ;
and he faid the ariny might eafily have landed at
.~ Chatelaillon bay. . This opinion he forméd on the
fpot. Colorel Wolfe (who afterwards took Quebec)
confirmed his opinion, viz. that a landing on that
‘bay ‘might have been made entirely out of the reach
of the enemy’s artillery. Admiral Broderick de-
fcribed this landing-place to be a fair, hard, fandy
“beach, and in his opinion a landing might have
“been made here with eafe, for the tranfports could

a AN " a a &

but it was laid afide upon a reprefentation from vice-admiral
‘Knowles, that evena bomb ketch had run aground at above
two miles diftance from.the fort. As it is probable thofe who
conduéted the bomb ketch miffed the channel through ignorance,
it excited wonder and afton.fhment, that Thierry, who Sir Ed-
v ward Hawke, in his Jetter to Mr. Pitt, fays, behaved with
great bravery and fkill, and who declared he could carry the
Magnanime, which is 74 guns, within a quarter of a mile of
‘Fouras, was not permitted to try his fkill.—Might not a floop
“be driven on a fand at the mouth of the Thames, by.a pilot ig-
norant of the navigation of that river ?

come
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come within half a mile of the bay. The board
of enquiry, b‘y their opinion, having' attributed a.
principal caufe of the miicarriage to the military
officers, the commander of the land forces, in order:
to vindicate his charaéter, applied for a court mar-
tial, which was granted: the charge was difobe-
dience of orders ; but after the fame evidences were
again examined, with the addition of Sir Edward:
Hawke, he was adjudged not guilty. However,
the public difcontent did not feem in the leaft ap-
peafed. There feemed to be a fufpicion, that the
real caufes of the failure were to be attributed fome
where elfe. In this point the minifter could not be
to blame; for he intended the expedition to annoy
the ezemy ; to make him fufceptive of wounds upon
his own coalls ; to ftrike terror and difmay through-
out all his fubje@s; to encrvate and difpirit his
arms ; and to threaten his deftruétion as a maritime
power: and, on tae other haad, to elate the hopes:
and {pirits of the Britith nation, and to ftimulate
them to fycceflive attions of glory and conqueft.-
But he had the misfortune to find the confequences
of the expedition diretly oppotite ; and to {weeten’
this bitter pill, to fee an attempt in the city for fift-
ing out che true caufe, by propofing to ob:ain a
parliamentary enquiry, over ruled by a meffage-
from the king*. Do not all thefe things concur to

fupport

* Ncwvember 5, 1757. ¢ Ata court of common council at
¢ Guildhall, a motion was made to addse(s his majefty on the
¢ mifcairiage of the late expedi.ion to the coaft of Frahce; and
¢ after fome debate the lord mayor.wasafked by a member of the .
¢ court, if any informa.ion had been given to his lordthip of an
¢ enquiry being intended to be made, he anfwered. that on

¢ Moaday

-~
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fupport the fufpicion of a _ficret caufe for the failure
of the expedition ? '
Although the defign of this expedition was fruf
trated, yet the European powers interefted in the
fea, penetrated into the {pirit of the new minifter,
and began inftantly to change their forrer opinion
of the Britifh counfels. They faw with furprize a
man placed at the head of, and giving dire.iions to,
a warlike peeple ; a man who admitted ne other
rule for his operations againft the enemy than con-
veniency  they were alarmed at his refolution and
new fyltem ; and though he had failed in his firft at-
tempt, they faw plainly he was not difcouraged by
iv. Sweden and Denmark concluded a treaty, pur-
porting the defence of their commerce in the Bakic;
and they fent their united fquadrons te cruizein that
fea, fearing he fhould fend a fleet into the north.
The Dutch propofed to'augment their fhips from
the fame fear; and the Italian ftates, in conjunéion
with the king of Naples, took every precaution
that was in their power for the fecurity cf their
ports.  Spain and Postugal trufted their fecurity to
their important commercial connexions with Cireat
Britain. Framce was not prepared for fuch an
onemy, who braving every method, and adopting
new fchemes, prepared to attack her defperdtely

¢ Manday cvening [O¢lober 31] William Blair, Eig; one of the
¢ clerks of bis majefiy’s moft honourable privy council, came to
¢ the Manfion-hcufe, and acquainted him, that his majefty had
¢ given proper direQions for an enquiry to be forthwith made
« tnto the bebaviour of the commanding officers of the faid ex-
« pedition, or to that effe@; whereupon the motion was imme-

« diately withdrawn,’  [TZe public neawsapapers,

At
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At home he was unanimouily applasded ; and ha-
ving rouzed the fpirit of the nation from that ftupid:
lethargy in which he found it, was defervedly and:
highly efteemed by all ranks.of people; and, for
the firft time, popularity and the adminiftration
were feen united: a mealure which is {o eflential in
a country like England, that a m/niffcr, unlefs he
has the power and confidence to gain it, can never
att with the firength .of the whole nation, nor in-
vigorate a truc fpirit into the people, who abhor-
ring or not chufing to confide in him, his.admini-
ftration will be found to be one continued fcene of
difgrace abroad, and diftraltion at home. , Happily
- the people had reafon not to think their confidence,
mifplaced in Mr. Fitt: they had experienced his
honefty, and found him neither influenced by lucra-
tive nor ambitious views; ever fteadily purfuing
their interefts and happinefs, and eagerly {eizing
every opportunity to gratify all their wifhes, and
preferve unanimity, which he knew was his only
fupport, and would carry him through every mea-
fure for humbling the enemy with fuccefs. Thus
did one man alone change the face of affairs in the
Britith nation, and fill with alarm all the potentates.
" in Europe, who had hitherto entertained but a def~
picable opinion of our national wifdom and ftrength;
and revived the ancient {pirit and military virtue of
the people, to be, ds they often have been, the
terror of the French*.
On

# The beginning of this year ‘was marked by an event that
furprifed ail Europe; an attempt was made to affaffinate the
Freach king, while be was fepping inio his coach at Verfailles,

by
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" On the 1ft of December the parliament met ; they
voted 6,000 feamcn and 4,000 foldiers. The
fupplies amounted to 10,486,4571. Notwithftand-
ing the greatnefs of this fum (of which 1,861,8971.
was paid to our German allies) there. appeared,
what had not been feen for many years, a perfeét una-
nimity thronghout the whole houfe, which gave infi-

- nite pleafure to every individual without doors, and
inftilled a pleafing hope and profpe& of the affairs
of the nation being likely to go on well, when the

reat were unanimous to humble the enemy: indeed
the true cafe was, the old minifters were reconeiled
to the new ones; at leaft both parties came to akind
of capitulation, and while they were unanimous in’
counfel, itwas not very probable that their adhe-
rents thould differ in yarliament. Added to all this,
the king. became better reconciled to Mr. Pitt (who
may be confidercd as fole afting minifter ; for every
thing feemed to move by his dire&tion, and every
body to acquiefce in his advice and plans) becaufe
they perfectly agreed in one very principal point,
which was that of an inveterate hatred to the
French; and the whcle nation agreed with them
alfo: but the difficulty wasin the means to exert this

by one Damien, an obfcure fanatic, who, mingling amcng the
king’s-attendants, ftabbed him on the right fide between the
jourth and fifth ribs with a knife, which tak ng an oblique di-
re@icn miffed the vital parts.  He was fecured, and the moft
excruciatuig torments weie applied, in order to cxtort from him
a confeflicn of reaions that induced him to commit this horrid
atiemp: ; but all that could be done difcovered neikirg, and he
dred a 1emarkable inftance of infanity. This year was likewife
diflinguifhed in France by a change in the minifiry, by which-
the duke de Bellifle was appointed fecretary at war. )
' paffion,

~
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paflion, or rather to give itits full force with the
ftrength of the whole nation; each were wedded

to oppofite principles : his majety was_for a con-
" tinental war, on account of his native and eleGtoral
dominions ; Mr. Pitt was for a naval war, as the
only method of ruining the French trade, and ag-

randizing this nation, and fecuring its dependencies.
’ ft would be neither prudent nor eafy to carry this
nice {Joint any further; the reader’s penetration will -
enable him to conceive what elfe is not proper to
explain. We will only add, that no favour was
ufed by-one,nor any low cunning by the othet;
both were defirous of acquitting themfelves with
noble alions, and laudab‘ic arguments were made
uie of; they were equally agbove bafenefs, and
equally defirous. of reducing the enemy. Mr. Pitt
neither wanted nor fought clofet favour, in order to
undermine his fellow fervants;. and his majefty
equally detefted being led by the nofe: he was'a
‘warrior himfelf, and fond of refolation and fpirit ;
he had been bred to the camp and to real bufinefs.
Hence arofe that noble independency of fpirit,
‘whic¢h crufhes the very embryoes of intrigue, and
all the little arts of narrow minds: hence it was,
that after the minifiry were fettled, the national bu-
finefs went on with fuccefs, and without interru
tion: no bubbling tales of courtiers, no fpies
the enemy’s pay, could either divert Mr. Pitt, or
impede the operations of the war.

‘e
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CHAP. VIL
- - Afairs in .Africa and'dﬁa.

E now come to the moft glorious 2ra in the

Britih hiftory ; an =ra tiat is- refplendent

_with immortal victories, proclaiming to the lateft
riod of time the glory and valour of Britain in

" fubduing her proud and implacable enemy. I the’
month of March a fmall armament was fent under

the command of commodore Marfh, and a detach-

ment of marines, commanded by major Mafon, to

attack the French fettlements at Senegal. The

_ proje& had been originally conceived by one Mr.
Cumming, a fenfible quaker, who had been a fa&tor

on the coaft of Africa, by which he had contraéted

_an acqaintance with the Moorifh king of that part
of South Barbary, called by us the gum coaft, or

the fandy defart of Zara*, who being well difpo{ed

towards the Englifh, and bearing an utter enmity tb

the French, declared he fhould never be eafy, till

" they were entirely driven from the river of Senegal :
and he told Mr. Cumming, that if the king of
England would fend a force fufficient, and defest

. the French, he would grant an exclufive trade to his
"fubjets. At the fame time he favoured Mr. Cum-
ming with an exclufive trade, by a charter written

in ‘ﬁe Arabic language. Mr. Cumming, during

* But called by the natives Legibelli,
his
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his ftay in Africa, made the moft minute enquiry
concerning the ftrength and fituation of the French.
‘At his return to England he communicated his in-
telligence to the board of trade, and with ita plan
for attacking the French fettlements on the coaft of
Africa. The miniftry adopted the fcheme; and
Mr. Cumming, being .the framer of it, was ap-
pointed principal direCtor of the expedition, and -
failed with it, charged with a letter of credence to
the Moorifh king. The fleet arrived on the coaft
of Africain April; and, notwithftanding the ob-
firu&tion of a very dangerous bar at the mouth of
the river Senegal, the marines were landed (May 1)
on the bank of the river. Upon which the French
governor of fort Louis furrendered direttly; and
next day the corporation and burghers of the town
of Senegal fubmitted, and fwore allegiance to the
king of England. This was the firft fuccefsful ex-
pedition which ‘the Britith miniftry had equipped
during the war, and failed not to be greatly inftru-
mental in diffipating thofe fears and defpondencies,
which Mt. Pitt found to brood over the land when
he came into the adminiftration. The conqueft of
Senegal added to the commercial interefts of Britain,
and poured frefh wealth into the hands of her traders:
the commedities imported from this fettlement ar®
that valuable article gum fenega, hides, bees wax,

-elephants teeth, cotton, gold daft, negro flaves,

oftrich feathers, amberyris, indigo and civet. Hi-
therto we had been obliged to buy our gum fenega
of the Dutch, -who purchafed it of the French, and
then fet what price they*pleafed on it for us. After
the furrender of Senegal, the fleet vifited the ifland
of Goree, another French fettlement on the coaft of
Africa ; but found it too ftrong to be attempted by

Lz . their
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‘their fmall force. The.miniftry -finding the facceft
of the firft enterprize, difpatched commodore Kep»
pel with a fmall fquadron, and fome land forcés
commanded by colonel Worge, 0 attack the ifland
-of Goree. The commodore artived before it -om
the 2gth of December, -and having ranged his fleet
oppoliite the forts, began a furious tanncnade, which
in a little. time drove the garrifon from their quar-
ters, and neceffitated ‘the governor to {urrender at
difcretion. A garrifon being put into the fort, and
that at Senegal being reinforced, the commodore
returned to England; whese likewife had arrived
admiral Otborn from the Mediterranean; alfo ad-
miral Bofcawen from America, and general Aber,
«crombie from the fame place, whofe condu&, like
‘that of his predeceflors, had fallen under difappro-
bation : he was fucceeded in his command by ge-
xneral Amherft. . : .
When Mr. Pitt firft came into the adminiftration,
he difpatched commodore Steevens, with a fquadron
and fome troops, to reinforce his majefty’s fleet in
the Eaft-Indies, which might a& there with powers
-of difcretion, while his attention was employed on
other objelts nearer home. Admiral Watfon and
<olonel Clive having gained many advantages over
“the enemy, it was not only Mr. Pitt’s immediate
aim to purfue thofe advantages; while the heat and
thirft of conqueft prevailed ; buc likewife to prevent
the French deriving any material fervices in any
part of India from a fleet, which they had.at the
fame time fent, commanded by M. d’Ache, and
8oco0 troops, which weze pat on board, and com-
macded by general Lally. Commodore Steevens
joined admiral Pococke, who had fucceeded ‘to the
chief commaid on the death of admiral Watfon,
' ' M. d’Ache
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M. d'Ache arrived at P.ondicher?, where general
Bally with the troops-were landed. The fcene of
dftion was now tobegin. M. Lally had boafted be-
fore he left Europe, that-he would drive the Englifh
totally off the coaft, of. Coromandel. He was warm
and fool-hardy ; and full of the idea (which he had
fuffered: to- get- the afcendancy of his tumultuous
inagination) when he took thie field, he vaunted of
the great a&s he awould perform, and the cruelties he
refolved to infli€t on the Englifh ; but, like a true
barbarian whofe paffion exceeds his reafon, or one
bereft of prudence, he precipitately entered the
campaign before he had provided the means of fup-
port for his army, which had been confiderably aug-
mented by feveral reinforcements. He marched di-
re&ly againft fort St. David, while the French fleet
failed away to cover the fiege. Admiral Pococke
having intelligence of thefe proceedings, failed like-
wife to fort St. David, and engaged the French
fleet, which being fuperior in number, and three of
the Britifh captains behaving in a cowardly manner,
he'gained no.material advantage, though he con-
tinwed the fight with great ingquality till night,
when the two fleets feperated ; the French returned’
to Pondicherry, and the Englith to Madrafs ; both
to repair their damages.- Both fquadrons. having
unitted the ftation off fort St. David, . Laily pufhcg
the fiege of that place with vigour; which being in
want of water and ammunition, major Polier, who
commanwled the troops, furrendered in twelve days
gune 2, 1758). The conqueror blew up the for-
fications, and reduced the place to a heap of rub-
bith ; and befides plundering the inhabitants, as
well of fort St. David ‘as of all the villas round
about, he wantonly fet fire to their habitations, and
o Lj . endeavoured
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endeavoured to deftroy the face of, the whole coun-
try. But the ill ftar of France, which in no place
fet well on their affairs, began now to influence:
them here. Lally found, that by making a defart.
of the country he was unable to fubfift his army ;.
and, to his misfortune, the finances of France were..
fo extremely low, by the large fubfidies which the
French were obliged to pay feveral of the European
powers, to form and preferve the continental fyftem
of: Europe againft Pruffia and Hanover, that their-
miniftry could not afford to fend him any money ; fo
thatnow he could neither buy nor plunder. In this
dilemma he refclved to extort a confiderable fum."
from the king of, Tanjqgre, a prince of the country; .
but that chieg refufing to comply with his requeft,
he in a rage marched his army and laid fiege to his.
capital. The fkill and courage of fome Englith en-
gineers bravely defended the place: in a fhort time
Lally’s ammunition began to run low, and his pro--
vifions wereentirely exhaufted. The people of the
country, who had either heard of or fuffered by his,
cruelties, cut off all the fupplies to his army in re-
turn for his barbarjgies, which reduced him almaft.
to a ftate of famine. .At length, unable to flay any,
longer, he, tortured with all the pangs of chagrin .
andg difappointment, raifed the fiege with the utmoft
precipitation, and left his cannon behind. He re-
turned to Pondicherry, in the neighbourhood of -
which the troops were refrethed.  In.the month of.
O&ober he marched into Arcot,. and began tp make.
preparations for the fiege of Madrafs. _Lally’s army .
at this time was fo numerous, that the Englith forces:
on the coaft of Coromandel were infufficient to. op--
- pofe him in the field. ~ Soon after the furrender of
fort St. David, admiral Pococke. again failed . eL?t .
. ' qu
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r«&’of ‘the French fleet, whom he found off Pon-
icherry ; but they no fooner faw him, than they
put to fea in the utmoft hafte: he then gave chace,
and on the third day came up with them ; but the
French would not ftand a fair epgagement;.they
made afort of runnin§ fight in an irregular line till
+night, when, under favour of the darknefs, they
efcaped back to Poadicherry. However, they were {o
muti damaged by this engagement, that after a
fhort ftay there, d’Ache was o%wligcdto fail to the
ifland of Bourbon to refit, leaving the fovereignty
of the Indian feas to admiral Pococke and commo-
dore Steevens, whofe fleet was much inferior to his
in number of fhips, men, and weight of metal.
When Lally formed his refolution of laying fiege to
Madrafs, he fent orders to Golconda for M. de
Bufley and M. Morcain to join him with part of
their forces, and leave the command of the re--
mainder at Maffulipatum to the marquis de Conflans.
Soon after M. de Buffy was departed, the’country -
powers refolved to throw off the French yoke, and
entered one of the towns which the Frencg poflefled,
and tore down the colours; ypon which Conflans’
refolved to check their infolence, and marchcd his
forces againft them. In this-diftrefs the chief ap-
“plied to colonel Clive at Calcutta for affiftance ; who,
after deliberating on the nature and confequence of
the enterprize, detached colonel Forde with a body
of Europeans. This officer attacked M. de Con-
flans in the month of December, and gained a com-
ete vi€tory over him. Maffulipatam fell in con-
equence: the Englith gained pofleflion of an ex-
tenfive fea coafi, and other confiderable advantages,
befides being paid for their afliftance ; and likewife
concluded a treaty with another chief, in which it
. L4 was

-
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was enafted, that the French thould be totally ex- .
tirpated the country. . - :

CHAP IX.

)!ﬁir: in America. Naval tranfatdions, Expe-
ditions to the coaft of France,

§ the gnmary obje& of the war was America,
A Mnr. Pitt loft no time'in exerting his vigilance,
and making early preparations for effetually cruth-
ing the enemy’s power in_that part of the world.
At this time the German affairs, though they ten-
derly touched the king’s heart, were not arole to
fuch importance, as to engrofs any thing more than
a, fmall part of the attention of the miniftry: Mr.
Pitt was not yet brought to confider them as of the
higheft confequence ;. he was ftill for reducing the
enemy’s fettlements abroad, and particularly in
America, and afliting Germany only by annoying
the coaft of France. The firft objett that he aimed
at was Louifbourg, a place of the utmoft importance
to the French, and when taken, would be 3 great
ftep towards annihilating their power in North Ame-
rica. For this purpofe,” he began at the beginning
of the year to equip a large fleet. His own fpint
direéted ali the neceflary preparations to be timely
exccuted, and his own penetration and lpve for the.

- o i public
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ublic pointed out the fitteft officers to do Britith
bufinefs; he employed men capable of ferving their
country ; men of courage, ability and merit*. Ac-
fordingly admiral Bofcawen, with a fleet of men
of war, and a confiderable number of land forces,
fet fail from England on the igth of February.
This was timing things in a proper manner ; the
enemy had yet no force in America equal to what
admiral Bofcawén carried, nor any commander of
equal capacity and reputation. Howéver, as foon
as they were acquainted with that brave. officer’s
deflination, they_cqu}pfed two fleets’ at different
ports for the relief of Louifhourg: one at Toulon,

Y

# He was chagrined at the inativity and difgraces of thelaft
campaign in America, and he on a very folemn occafion declared,
¢ That he believed there was a determined refolution, both in
¢ the naval and military commanders, againft'any vigorous ex-

- ¢ ertion of the national power in the fervice of their country..
¢ He afrmed, that though his majefty appeared ready to em=
¢ bracc every meafure propofed by his minifters, for the honour
¢ and intereft of his Britith dominions, 'yet fcarce a man could

+ ¢ be found, with whom the executioh of any one plan; in which
¢ there was the lcaft appe e of any danger, could with confi~
¢ dengce be trufted, . He particularized the ina@ivity of one gen-
¢ tleman in North America, from whom 'the pation had con-
¢ ceived great expeations; be compliined, that this noble
¢ commander had.expreffed the moft contemptuous difregard for
- the ctvil power; fom which he defived his authority, by neg-
¢ heéling to tranfmit for a confiderable length of time any other
¢ adyice of his procesdings,, bus what appeared on a written

© @ fcrapof paper. He obferved, that with a force by fea and
« land, greater than ever the ndtion had heretofore maintained,
¢ iﬂﬂ\{ 4 king and miniftfy afdently defirous of redeeming her
¢ glory,. fuccduring her allies, "and promoting her true intereft,

4 a.fhameful diflike: to fervice every where prevailed, and few’
< fecined affeCted with any qther zeal, than that of afpising 0
¢ she higheft pofts, and grafpinif the largeft falaries,’

)
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the commander of which was M. de la Clue; but
Mr. Pitt had prepared every thin f% in order to fruf-"
trate thefe defigns ; an Englith
reftion of admiral Ofborn, was ftationed at the
Streights of Gibraltar. The French court equipped -
a fecond fquadron at Toulon, to firengthen dela '
Clue, and enable him to force his way through the .
Streights; the command of this {quadron was given
to M. du Quefne. De la Clue had failed before the -
other was ready, and was blocked up by admiral °
Ofborn in the Spanith port of Carthagena. Du °
Quefne came to relieve him, and fell in with the -
Englith fleet. The Monmouth of 64 guns, captain °
Gardener, engaged the Foudroyant of 80 guns,
commanded by du Quefne in perfon, for a-confide- ..
rable time, and itis thought would alone have taken
- her, notwithftanding the fuperiority of the eremy’s
force ; but two other Englith fips coming up, du .
Quefne ftruck to the Monmouth, the captain of .
- whom was killed, but the fhip was bravely fought
by the firft lieutenant Mr. Carkett. ' The Orphee,
another of the enemy’s fhips, was likewife taken;
and the third, called the Oriflamme, was drove .
afhore on the coaft of Spain. The only remaining
veflel of this fquadron was a frigate, named the -
Pleiade, which being an excellent failor, efcaped
back to Toulon, and carried the t_idings of this
* difafter. 'Thus was #bis {cheme of relieving Lonife .
bourg fruftrated ; for M. de la Clue, not being able -
to force his paffage through the Streights, returned -
to Toulon, where his fhips were laid up. The *
other fleet, defignhed to fuccour North America, was .
equipped at Rochfort; it confifted of fix fhips of
war, two frigates, and forty tranfports, having on
board three thoufand troops ; but Sir Edward Hawke :
o was

- <

eet, under the di- -.

t
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weas fent in April with a fleet to prevent their failing.’
As foon as the enemy faw him approach, they ran their
fhips athore, and threw their guns, ftores, lading, and
even ballaft overboard, in order to lighten them and
run them further out of his reach. 'Thus the defign
and the equipment were totally defeated ; and it has
been faid, that the guns, flores, and lading, were
entirely loft. A number of fmall craft were em-
ployed to drag the fhips through the mud, by
which they were preferved; but they did not attempt
to venture out to fea again. In the mean time ad-
miral Bofcawen arrived in America, where the plans
of three different operations were to be executed for
the fpeedy redution of the enemy. The condu&t -
of lord Loudon, who was laft year commander in
chief in America, had not given that fatisfation
,which was expeited from him ; it was confidered as
inactive ; therefore he was called home, and the
command devolved on major general Abercrombie,
who afterwards purfued, or nearly purfued, his.
lordfhip’s plans. The firft, and indeed principal
plan of thefe operations, was an expedition againft
Louifbourg ; the fleet under the dire&ion of ad-
miral Bofcawen, who was arrived at Halifax, to-
gether with the troops, in number about 12,000, .
commanded by major general Ambherft, aflifted by
brigadier general Wolfe. On the 28th of May this
armament departed from Halifax, and on the 2d of
June the fleet appeared off Louifbourg ; but fuch a
: pmdig?us furf {welled all along the fhore, that they

were fix days off the coaft before a landing was found

racticable. The governor of Louifbourg in the
interim exerted all his fkill to prevent their landing ;
he eftablifhed a chain of pofts that extended two

leagues and a half along the moft acceflible parts }c:f
: : the

’ -~
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the beach, and he threw up intrenchments and
erefted batteries : the harbour was defended by five
fhips of the line and five frigates, three of which- .
he ordered to be funk at the mouth,. to prevent the
Englifh fleet getting in; but all thefe precautions-- ™
amf endeavours were not fufficient to check the ar--

" dour and refolution of the Englith officers, who, as
foon as the furf was fomewhat abated, loft not amo--
ment’s time in landing. ‘Brigadier-general Wolfe,
to his immortal honour, with an, intrepidity unpa-
rallelled, gained this materil point, in fpite of the -
enemy’s utmoft efforts. The reft of the troops fel-
lowed him. The enemy fled, and the  town of -
Louifbourg was invefted. But the fiege could not
be profecated with fafety until the enemy’s fhips-in
the harbour were taken, as they could bring their
guns to bear upon the Englith camp : therefore ge--
neral Wolfe immediately fecured a place called the
Light-houfe Battery, and another more material,
called the Ifland Battery ; when by the bombs one
of the enemy’s great fhips was fet on fire, which
communicated to two others, and all three were
confumed. Only two now remained, which “the
admiral undertook to fecure, in order to gain pof- -
{eflion of the harbonr; he m4nned the boats of the
fquadron, and in two divifions, under. the command
.of two young captains Laforey and Balfour, he fent
them into the harbour in a dark night. Thefe gal-
lant heroes boarded the enemy’s fhips fword in hand, .
and one, being a-ground, they fet her on fire, and
towed the other out'ini ttiumph. The govérnor of
the town having now no refource, nor the Englith
any impediment to hinder their operations, he next
day (July 26) furrendered the whole ifland of Cape
Breton. The garrifon were made prifoners, amount- -

ng

\ 1
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ingin the whole, including fuch of the inhabitants
3s bore arms, the irregulars, feamen, &c. to 5637.
‘It i well worthy obfervation in this place, that now
we behold the real number of that formidable gar- -
rifon, which -the year before, when other com- .
manders were on that ftation, it was not deemed
prudent to attack. When this conqueft was at-

. chieved, admiral Bofcawen detached lord Rollo to
take poffeflion of the ifland of St. John’s, which in-
ftantly fubmitted to the Britith government. When
the news of thefe glorious and neftimable conquefts .
arrived in England, a general joy diffufed itfelf
throughout the whole kingdem: the wifdom of the
minifter, and the courage of the commanders, eve:
Englithman was proud to extol; and addreffes of
congratulation from all parts were prefented to - the
throne*. o .

The other plans of operation in America_ were:
brigadier-geueral Forbes was to go with about 8000 .
men to attack Fort Du Quefne near the Ohio, and

_{eize the lands which the French had uforped: and
general Abercrombe, the commander in chief, with

. * The poffeffion of Cape Breton was a valuable acquifition to
Great-Britain. It not only diftreffed the French in rheir fithery
and navigation, but removed all fears of encroachment and ri-
valfhip from the Englifh fithers on the banks of Newfoundland.
When the plan of this conqueft was.originally laid down during
the preceding war, it was demonftrated, that it would put'the
Englith in fole pofifeffion of the fithery of North America,
which would annually return to Great Britain two millions fter-
ling for the manufa&ures yearly fhipped to the plantations ; em- *
ploy many thoufand families that were otherwife unferviceable to
the public ; increafe the thippiog and mariners, and greatly ex-

about

_tend navigation, .

-
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about 16000 men, was to reduce Crown Point, in
order to open aroad to the frontiers of Canada. The
latter of thefe plans did not fucceed. The van-
guard of the army, in its rout to Ticonderoga, a
place which the general intended firft to reduce be-
fore he attempted Crown Point, fell in with a party
of the enemy’s [ndians, upon which a fkirmith of
- bufh-fighting enfued, in which the gallant and ad-
mired lord Howe was flain. Notwithftanding this
little difafter the army marched up to Ticonderoga
(July g) before which they found the enemy had
felled a great number of trees, and placed other
" things to prevent the Britith troops :}:iproaching
in regular order; the enemy had likewife thrown
up intrenchments, and raifed a breaft-work eight
feet high : however, the troops advanced in the
beft manner poflible, and with an undaunted refo-
lutdon mounted the works fword in hand, unfup-
ported by their artillery (which was not brought
up) or any thing that could give them the leaft
hopes of fuccefs, except what they could derive
by their own perfonal prowefs. In this naked man-
ner they for four hours maintained a moft bloody
and unequal confli®. The enemy’s fire was ter- .
rible, as it was both from mufquetry and cannon,
and difcharged in fuch vollies, the weight of which
it was impoffible to fuftain. The enemy being fe-
curely covered by their works, which had been vainl
attempted to be ftormed, and there being no profpe
of any thing but an increafe of flaughter, the general
oreered the troops to be drawn off, and to retreat,
after the lofs of about 2000 men ;” which was aceor-
dingly done without any moleftation from the
enemy. More fortunate, however, was an enter-
prize, which general Abercrombic detached Lieu-
C tenant-
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tenant-colonel. Bradftrect to undertake. = This of-
ficer, with 3000 men was ordered to attack Fort
Fronteniac, fituated' on the river St. Lawrerce,’
which, when he approached, furrendered at dif- -
cretion (Aug. 27) notwithitanding there were in it
6o pieces of cannon and 16 mortars : he likewife
took all the enemies armed veffels on Lake On-
tario. Brigadier Forbes in the mean time marched
towards Fort Du Quefne ; but when his van-guard,
under the command of major Grant, who de-
figned to take the place by furprize, had approached
within a few mi‘l_es of the fort, he was furreuuded
by a greatly fuperior part of the enemy’s troops
a)i'd Ing:ns Y on which gn obftinate and yc.ruel cﬁ-
gagement began, which the Englith with their
ufual courage maintained near three hours, when
béing almoft all cut to pieces, and major Grant,
with 19 other officers, and a number of troops,
made prifoners, they retreated and joined the main
army, Notwithftanding the lofs of this fkirmifh,
brigadier Forbes advanced ; but the enemy re-
fle®ting that their works could not withftand re-
guiar approaches, prudently abandoned the fort in
time, ancf retired to their fettlements on the Mif-
fifippi. * Next day (Nov. z5th) the Englith troops,
without oppofition, took poflefion of the fort ; -
the contention for which, with the lands contigious
to it, and kindled up the flames of war. The
troops and officers emulated by their fuccefs, and -
glorying in the minifter who diretted their ope-
rations In fo wife and effe€tual a manner, inflantly .
,changed the name of the fort, and, with a pto- .
priety and compliment which need not be pointed .
out, gave it the name of Prrrssurc. =~ © -

. . . : ‘ A‘ t
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better be done than let the fhips lieidle, they
could anfwer no end, but éxpofing us to the laughter

of our enemies, by being, with a handfal of men,

only enabled to make litle defaltery efforts, and im-
mediately obliged to embark, perhaps,- with- diffi-
culty and hazard ; all which, ia the end, proved to
be the cafe, and yet, by being circumftanced amidft
embarraflments, they could not prevent the evils.
In the fecond expedition the . command of the land

forees, not amounting to 600> men, was given to -

general Bligh ; his royal highuefs prince Edward,

now duke of York, enteredas a volunteer with .

commodore Howe : On the 6th of Auguit they were
landed near Cherbourg, where they deftroyed the
mole, pier, bafon, fluices, floodgates, and many
other excellent works for making a-complete, con-
venient, and flrong harbour, begun, but not yet
fimithed, at a prodigious expence to the French

king : they bumned fome veflels which they found -

in the harbour, and took hoﬁafes for the payment -
e

of contributiogs which they levied ; and put on

board the fhip@itwenty pieces of brafs cannon- and-

two mortars, which they found in the place. This
ordnance was brought to England, , far a while,
lay in Hyde-Park gzr public view, and wefre after-
wards carried in childith and ridiculous triumph to
the Tower. Many people confidered this parade,
_ as calculated to keep the people in good humour to
fupport the charges of -the war; and it muft be
owned thefe fights forcibly ftrike ordinary minds;
but is it not firange to fee men of fenfe intoxicate
‘themfelves in this low, illibe:al manner, and fall
paflively down into the tumultuous torrent of the
ignorant, inconfiderate, and contemptuous rabble,
and mingle in perfon and opinion with the fcum of
g , : human
m
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human nature, that are a difgrace -to our -country ?
On the 16th the troops were re-embarked, porha‘gs,
with a defign of vifiting fome. other part of the
enemy’s coalt, but the fleet was.driven to the coaft
of Engla}xd, where it remained only two days.with- .
out landing the troops, and:then returned to the
coaft of France: A fegond, time the troops were
landed near St. Malo; - it is aftonifhing to think
what the general could mean by this difembarkation,
fince the guke of Marlborough with a {uperior force
had done all that poffible could be done in this
neighbourhood—except he meant to take the town ;
but finding he could not, he imprudently marched
into.the country, while the fleet, for the better con-
veniency of receiving the troops, moved iato the -
bay of 5t. Cas, or St. Caft, However, upon having
certain intelligence brought him, that the dake
d’Aiguiilon, with a fuperior forte, was in full march
againft him, he refolved .to refurn to the thips’; yet
from fome unaccountable fatality, though the troops’
were not far from the fhore, a great deal of time
was. unneceflarily and prodigally. thtown away in .
performing, this retreat. Moft people apprehend, -
that, with prudence, the troops might have been
re-embarked .unmolefted ; as it was, the enemy,.-
though at a much greaterdiftance, gained the beach .
as foon as the Englifh : It is true, the major-part of
our troops were put on board the tranfports before
the enemy ventured to appear; but the rear.guard,
compofed of grenadiers, and the firft regiment of
+ guards, amounting in the whole to about 1500 men,
under the command of major general Dury, for
Bligh was gone on board the ffeet, were at this time
on the beach. Dury following the diates of rage
and defpair, permitted the enemy without hindrance

te
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to affemble in great numbers in his front ; and; whem:
that was done, he attacked them ; his efforts were-
feconded by the frigates and bomb-ketches, ranged
along the fhore ; the -troops fought in a moft coura-
ous manner, and their bravery was worthy of a.
etter fortune; in a little time their ammunition was
expended, and they of eoiarfe gave way before.
fuperior numbers'; the enemy at firft gave no quar-
ter, but the fhips ceafing to fire clemency was!
fhewn, and part-of our troops furrendered at- dif-
cretion ; the reft jumped into the fea and: were*
drowned, among whom was Drury himfelf. - Some few'
were carried to thethips in boats.; but a much greater:
number might have been faved, had the failors emp--
. tied: their boats into the firft thip. they came to,. and’
returned dire@ly to the beach for the reft ;. bat in--
ftead of that they infamoufly preferved a. pyn&ilio;-
i carrying the troops te-the- particular tranfporgaey-
came out of, without confidering the diftance of the-
fituatidh. The fleets returned -home; and went'th’
France-no more. Bligh fuffered greatly in his fepu-:
tation ; and, as-fome think, undefervedly,. The
people of England were difpifited by ¢his affair,
asd thofe of France elated ; both, by far mdre
than they ought to have béen, confidering it wasa.~

tranfation of but littlc moment,

L
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" CcHAP X

Affairs in Germany.

TH E firft operations of the allies, command-
ed by prince Ferdinand of Brunfwick, was
itheir advancing in the -month of January into the
country of Bremen; where, in a very fhort time,
they diflodged the enemy out of all the towns there.
The duke de Richelieu, finding he could not ftap
their progrefs, was ftimulated to commit the moft
unparalleled a&ts of wanton and unprovoked bar-
barity ; among thefe, was the burning the orphan
houfe at Zell, while the people were in it, and other
-deeds of, rapine and oppreflion : the French miniftry
were diffatisfied with his condu&, and therefore re-
called him, and gave the command of ~the-army to
the count de Clermont: this was the third com-
amander which the French army had in one year; a
circumftance which fufficiently evince the unfteadi-
nefs of their councils. Clermont found the troops
in a moft miferable condition ; the winter excur-
fions, want of neceflaries, hard duty, fevere weather
and diftempers, had reduced them to a wretched
remnant ; they abandoned the cities of Hanover
and Zell and retired towards Hamelen : the town of
Hoya upon the Wefer was taken by furprife by the
hereditary prince of Brunfwick, who had volunta-
rily entered into the army, in which he fre-
quently fignalized himfelf; but this was his firft ex-
ploit.  After the taking of Hoya, Clermont re&
treate

-

0
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treated to the Rhine, and having pafled that river,
he intrenched his army until he fhould receive rein-
forcements from France.” The town of Embden,
belonging to the king of Pruffia, fituated on the
river Ems, next the fea, of which the French had
been in pofleffion fome- time, was now taken by an
Englith fquadron, commanded by commodore
Holmes; the French garrifon evacuating the place;
it was afterwards a port to land the Britifh troops
at, who were from time to time fent to re-
“inforce the allies, and perhaps it was taken with that
view. Prince Ferdinand followed the count de
Clermont to the Rhine; and having paffed ‘that
river, he took his meafures fo well, that he found
means to attack the enemy’s left wing at Crevelt on
the 23d'of June, which he routed and difperfed
- after a fhort difpute, in which the French loft, in
flain and prifoners, between 4 and geco men*.
‘ Clermont -

® In the army of the allies was a fmall body of Pruffians
fent, as we may prefume, t0- affift the troops in Britith pay t
frutrate the defigns of France, and repel her attacks on Ha
nover, in confideration of our granting that. monarch an im-

_menfe fubfidy, . It is faid two regiments of cavalry belonging to

| the Pruffian corps refufed to charge the Frenchin this adlion,
and thereby loft the moft favourabie opportunity the allies ever -
had of defeating the enemy. This piece of intelligence was in-

- duftrioufly fmothered in England, for fear it fhould tend. to make

- the German war unpopular. -

Among the French officers who were flaim in this a&tion, one
deferves particular notice. He w's the young count de Gifors,
only fon of the duke de Belleifle, the laft hope of a noble fa-
mily, and lately miarried to the heirefs of an illuftrious houfe.

- He pofieffed many extraordinary accomplithments as well as un- ~
. common genius, He was mortally wounded at the head of his
’ Tegiment,
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Clermont havinié:olle&ed the fugitives, retired and
took refuge under the cannon of Cologne; where
he was a_tame fpeQator of the redution of Duffel-
dorp by the allies. However, the. conquerors de-
.rived no kind of advantage from their victory: it
{eemed to have been only fought for che fake of dif-
-playing the genius of the general. The French
army, being on their own frontiers, were foon rein-
forced; and 'another army was aflembled on the
other fide of the Rhine, under the command of ‘the
rince de Soubife. Meafures were then taken in
ngland for reinforcing the allied army, and a corps
the duke of Marlborough waslanded at Emb-

. derr for that purpofe. At this time the count de
. Clermont refigned his command, which was con-
ferred on M. Contades, who threatened to attack
prince Ferdinand in his turn; but the prince re-
folved to lie quiet, until he fhould be joined by the
Britith troops: he flattered himfelf, that the Heflian
troops, commanded by the prince of Ifenbourg,
would prevent Soubife from entering Hefle, until
he received the reinforcement, when he purpofed to
transfer the feat of war into the-enemy’s country ;
but the duke de Broglio, who was detached by. the
prince de Soubife, attacked and defeated the prince
of Ifenbourg on the 23d of July at Sangerfhaufen,
and thereby not only opened a paflage for the French
troops into Weftphalia, but likewife gave them pof-
feflion of the Wefer ;. advantages which more than
counterbalanced thofe which prince Ferdinand had

—

regiment, as he was bringing it up with the moft heroic courage,
to the inexpreflible grief of his aged father, and the univerfal re-
_gret of his country, .

gained
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g:ined'by the: a&tion at Crevelt : this prince now
- began to think: of repafling the. Rhine in order to
-effe@t His' jun&tipn with the duke of Marlborough,
.which he had reafon to apprehend the prince of
Soubife would endeavour to prevent. M. de Che-
vert, an able French general, had paffed the Rhine
with 12,000 men, in order to befiege Duffeldorp ;
but finding that impracticable by the late heavy rains,
“herefolved to diflodge baron Imhoff, an Hanoverian
- officer, who was pofted with 3000 men at Meer, to
cover the bridge over the Rhine at Rees, to fecure
.a eonfiderale magazine thére, and prefesve the
. communication between prince Ferdinand and the |
duke of Marlborough : Chevert’s defign was to feize
.the magazine; burn the bridge, and cut off the
Englith troops, and with this view he attacked
. Imhoff on the sth of Augu.(t; but this officer ha-
ving notice of his intentions, had taken his mea-
fures fo well, thatin halt an hour he repulfed the
French officer with lofs, and obliged him to retire
under the cannon of Wefel. This littde viory
. was. productive of great advantages to the allies :
Imhoff quitted his poft at Meer, and marched to
-meet the duke of Marlborvugh, with whom he
- happily effected a juntion, which had hitherto been
attended with many difficulties. Prince Ferdinand
without any difficulty repaffed the Rhine, and drew
nearey to the prince of Ifenbourg; and that
prince colleéted all his fugitives, and began to Te-
- cover from his diforder ; but Gottingen was, in the
mean time, reduced by the prince de Soubife, who
- perceiving the Heflians reaflembling, thewed a de-
fign of attacking -them again; upon which prince
Ferdinand detached general Oberg, with 13,000
_ men, to reinforce them and take the command of
: . the
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the whole : however, they were ftill greatly inferior
to Soubife’s army, which unexpetedly - attacked
them on the laft day of September, at Llanwer-
hagen in Hefle, and defeated them with the lofs of
1500 men: as they effeted a retreat in tolerable
erder, their defeat was not total ; nor could Soubife
reap any advantage from the vi€tory, as the feafon
was too far advanced. - Prince Ferdinand had by
this time retired into Weftphalia, into which coun-
try Contades followed him, and both armies took
up their winter-quarters in it. The fatigues of the
campaign occafioned a fever to break out and rage
among the allied troops, which carried off great
numbers ; of the Englithin particular, becaufe they
were not accuftomed to the climate and diet; nor in-
deed enjoyed any benefits which their German
friends could deprive them of, though they were
conte to lay down their lives in their defence. This
fatality cut off the duke of Marlborough at Mun-
fter; the numbers of private men, which were car-
ried off by the fame caufe, were perhaps concealed
for reafons of ftate; becaufe in 2 government like
ours, where things depend fo much on populari;y,
any intelligence. which tends to render odious a fa-
vourite caufe, are for the moft part induftrioufly
hid ; yet the death of a reat man, when he amounts
toa commander in chief cannot be concealed. The
command devolved upon lord George Sackville.

- During the winter, the king of Pruffia levied in
Saxony the moft heavy contributions ; the unfortu-
nate city of Leipfic, was punifhed with military.
execution. Mecklenburgh was plundered, and its
duke obliged to fly to Lu%:eck. As foon as the fea-
fon would permit, he undertook the fiege of Schweid-
‘ M . . nitz,

N
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nitz, and on the 16th of April * obliged it to fur-

render. He was now once more in pofleflion of all
. . Silefia.

* It hanng been found impoffible to feparate.Britain frem the
continént, the engagements entered into by the former admini-
ftration were now cemented in a ftill fironger manner. The
confederacy againft Pruflia being too powerful for him, he in all
probability, if not fupported by England, would be crufhed ;
and if he fell, Hanover would inftantly fall likewife. The
latter was the tender point, and at a peace it muft be regained,
evenif it fhould be fet at the high price of all the Britith cou-
quefts. According to this fyftem, which every one knows was
the fyftem of thofe days, it was the intereft of Britainto fupport
the ‘exiftence of the king of Pruffia. The people were unanimous
$n their defires of doing it: the eclat of his vi€ories had gained
their eftcem. It was at the time when this vein was fwelled.
with the warmeft blood, that the treaty with Pruffia was made.
A tranflation of which, for the fatisfaion of the reader, we
fhall here infert.

¢ Whereas a treaty between their Britannic and Pruffian ma-
¢ jefties was concluded and figned on the 16th day of January
¢ 1756, the ftipulations whereof tended to the prefervation of
¢ the general peace of Europe, and of Germany in particular :
¢ and whercas fince that period Ftance has not only invaded the
& empire with numerous armies, and attacked their aforefaid
¢ maiefties and their allies, but has alfo excited other- powers to
¢ aft in like manner: and whereas itis {o notorious, that the
¢ extraordinary gffosts made by his Pruffian majefly. to, defend
¢ himfelf againft the number of enemies, who have attacked
¢ him on fo mafiy fides at once, have occafioned a very great and
¢ burtheafome expence ; whilft, on the cther hand, his re-
€ venues have been greatly diminithed in thofe parts of his do-
< miniors which have been the feat of war ; and theis majefties
< having mutually determined to continue their etforts far their
“ reciprocal defence and fecurity, for the recovery of their pof-
¢ feflions, for the piote&ion of their allies, and theé prefervation
¢ of the liberties of the Germanic body ; his Britannic majefty
¢ has refolved, in confequ;nce of thefe confiderations, to give am
¢ immediate fuccour, in money, to his Pruffian majefty, as the

¢, fpeedicft,
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Silefia. His next confideration was to a offen-
fively in the Auftrain territories : but firft he pro-
M 2 vided

¢ fpeedieft.and moft effential ; and their aforefaid majefties have
¢ thought proper, that a convention fhould be made-thereupon,
¢ in order to declare and afcertain their reciprocal intentions in
¢ this refpe&t; for which purpefe they have appointed and au-
¢ thorized their refpetive minifters, viz. In the name and on
¢ the part of his Britannic majefty, his privy counfeilors, Sir
¢ Robert Henley, knight, lord keeper of the great feal of Great
¢ Britain; John earl of Granville, prefidént of his council ;
¢ Thomas Holles duke of Newcaftle, firft lord commiffioner of
- ¢ his treafury ; Robert earl of Holdernefle, one of his principal-
¢ fecretaries of ftate ; Philip earl of Hardwicke ; and William
¢ Pitt, Efquire, another of his principal fecretariés of ftate :
¢ and in the name and on the part of his Pruffian majefly, the.
¢. Sieurs Dodo Henry baron of Knyphaufen, his privy conn-
¢ fellor of embafly and minifter plentpotentiary at the court of
¢ his Britannic majefty, and Lewis Michell, his charge d’af-
¢ faires at the faid court ; who, after having communicated to
¢ each other their refpective full powers, have agréed upon the
¢ following articles, .. )
¢ His majefty the king of Great Britain engages to caufe to be -
¢.paid, in the city of London, to the perfon or perfons who fhald
¢ beauthorized for that purpofe by his majefty the king of Pruf-
¢ fia, the fum of four millions of German crowns, amounting to
¢ fix hundred and feventy thoufand pounds fterling ; which en-
¢ tire fum fhall be paid at once, immediately after the exchange
¢ of the ratifications, upon the requifition of his Pruffian ma-
< jefty. )
j: I1. His majefty the king of Pruffia engages, on his part, to
- employ th= faid fum in keeping up and augmenting his forces, °
which fhall a& in’ the moft advantageous manner for the com-
-mon caufe, and for the end propofed by their aforefaid ma-
€ jeflties;: of reciprocal defence and mutual fecurity,
¢ 11I. The high contralting parties moreover engage, viz.
- ¢ On the one part, his Britannic majefty, both as king and as
¢ eleftor ; and, on the other part, his Pruffian majefty, not to
¢ conclude any treaty of peace, truce, or neutrality, or any
¢ other convention or- agreement whatfoever, with the powers-
¢ who have taken part in the prefent war, but in concert, ‘a:;d
- y

<
€
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vided for the fecurity of his frontiers; he pofted
count Dohna with an army to cover Silefia from
any incurfions of the Ruflians; and his brother
prince Henry with another army in Saxony, to
prevent the army of the empire, which had been.
recruited, from entering Brandenburgh or Mag-
deburg. At this time count Daun, with all the
troops which his fovereign could affemble, lay in.
trenched at Koningfgratz in Bohcmia ‘The king
of Pruffia made feveral feints, as if he intended to.
enter Bohemia; and when he had fufficiently
alarmed and diverted the enemy’s attention that
way, he 'all at once, by a rapid march, entered
Moravia, and proceeded to Olmutz the capital ;
but general Manifchal, who happened to be pofted.
in that province, having intelligesce of his march,
had juft time enough to throw himfelf into the
town. However, the king of Pruffid laid fiege
to it on the 27th of May, and the trenches were,
opened before count Daun heard, that the king.
of Pruffia had given him the flip. When he
received the intelligence, he’inftantly broke up his

€ by mutual confent, and exprefly comprehending each other
¢ therein,

¢ 1V. This convention fhall be ratified ; and the ratification
¢ thereof fhall be exchanged onboth fides, within the term of fix
¢ weeks, to be reckoned from the date of the figning this con=~
¢ vention, or fooner, if poflible.

¢ In witnefs whereof, we the underwritten minifters of his:
¢ majefty the king of Great-Britain, and of hi: majefty theking
¢ of Pruffia, by virtue cf our full powers, havé figned this pre--
¢ fent convention, and have fet the feals of our aims thereto.”
Signed at London, April 11, 1758.

This convention was renewed annually much in the fame
temor of exprefficn, and exaétly with refpe& to the terms.
The parliament approved of this convention when it was laid be-
fore them, and on the 20th of April granted the money.

camp,’

-



¢ 253 ) 1758

camp, and haftened to the relief of the city. He
began to impede the Pruflian operations by attack-
ing every uight their pofts, and harrafling them
with continual alarms. The king offered him
battle ; but Daun knew better how to improve his
advantages than hazard them all at once. At
this time a large convoy was coming from Silefia to
the king’s camp, which Daun having intelligence
of, detached a confiderable body of troops to take
it, and the king of Pruffia detached another body
to preferve it. The Auflrians fell in with the
conyoy, and a blocdy confli& enfued : the Pruf-
fians being greatly inferior were defeated ; the
center and part of the van were taken, and the rear
pufhed back to Silefia, while only the other part of
the van efcaped to the king's camp. This was a
mortifying check to the king of Pruffia’s refolution
and fpirit: he faw himfelf by this unlucky event
deprived of the very means of fubfiftence, and
confequently obliged to relinquith his project, at the
very time when the town was expeéted every day to
. furrender. However he preferved a good appea-
rance ; and on the laft day of June, which was the
laft day of the fiege, the firing continued as brifk
as ever; but at night he fuddedly abandoned the.
place, and gained a march of the Auftrians before
they were apprized of his retreat. He took the
route of Bohemia, and arrived with all his baggage,
artillery, fick and wounded, at Koningfgratz. This
wis one of the moft furprifing retreats, which had
been accomplifhed fince the days of Xenophon. It
was performed in the face of a great army, in high
fpirits, and condutted by a very able general, who.
could not impede the march of the retreating army,
though he attempted to hover on its wings, Itis
M3 hard
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hard to fay, whether M. Daun thewed more fkill in
obliging the king of Pruffiato raife the fiege with-
out giving him battle ; or the king of Pruffia in
raifing the fiege, and effeCting his furprifing retreat
without lofs. The affairs of his Pruffian majefty
were every day becoming more critical: the inva-
fion of his dominions by the Ruflians, under the
Eenerals Fermor and Brown, would have obliged
im to quit Moravia, if count Daun had not; for
at this time they had entered the new Marche of
Brandenberg, where they daily committed the moft
horrid ravages and barbarities, and had laid fiege to
Cuftrin; his prefence in that country became abfo-
lutely neceflary ; accordingly he profecuted his
march with the atmoft diligence, and arrived in the
neighbourhocd of Cuftrin on the zoth of Auguft,
after a march of 51 days from ,the midft of Mo-
ravia. Notwithftanding the great fatigue and hard-
Jhips which his army muft have fuffered, he refolved
immediately on giving the Ruffians battle; and his
troops, animated with revenge on viewing the dif-
mal fpeftacle which the country all round prefented,
ardently withed for an engagement with fuch cruel
enemies. . The king joined his troops under count
‘Dohna, and on the 25th of Auguft gave battle to
the Ruffians near the village of Zorndorff. The
Pruffians were now, in the firiCteft fenfe, fightin
“for their country, which was ready to fall under one
‘of the fevereft fcourges with which providence ever
chaftifed a nation. The' exiftence of the Pruffian
crown depended on the fortune of the day: the de-
folation of the country, and the villages on fire all
round, were fuch marks of the enemy’s cruelty, as
exafperated the Prufiians to a pitch of enthufiafm,
In this rage they began one of the moft bloody 593;
‘ 1
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flicts that hasbeen fought during this war. For the
{pace of two hours the Pruffian artillery rained on
the Rauffians like water from the heavens. This fu-
rious cannonade, the moft dreadful that ever man
beheld, they ftood undaunted. The Mufcovite foot
-were attacked at nine in the morning with an impe-
tuofity that would have ftaggered the braveft vete-
rans of any civilized nation ; but they had not the
-fenfe to move ; they fell in their ranks, and new re-
giments preffed forward to fupply new flaughter;
nay, fo fearlefs were they, and f{o void of all fenfe
of fafety, that when the firft line had fired away all
-their cartridges, they obftinately flood, though de-
-fencelefs, and were fhot at like marks. * It was evi-
dent, that to gain a vitory over fuch troops muft be
to deftroy them: the flaughter of courfe was very
great ; but their army was numerous, and frefh bo-
dies continually prefenting themfelves, and making
the moft vigorous efforts, the Praffian infantry at
length gave way: had the Ruffian officers known
-how to have made ufe of this advantage, they had
‘gained the vi€tory ; but it feems they did not; and
general Seidlitz, who commanded the Prufiian ca-
valry, profited by their ignorance; he inftantly
threw himfelf into the chafm, and charged the Ruf-
fian foot with an impetuofity which they- could
not withftand: they were either fatigued with the
-work they had already gone through, or ditheartened
by the appearance of the horfe ; for being unfup-
ported, they fell back all on a fudden, breakin
their own ranks, and in the utmoft confufion fire
upon one another, and plundered their own bag-

age: the wind blew the du#t and finoke in their
aces: the Pruffian infantry was rallied, and led to.
the charge by the king in perfon ; the flaughter
: , Mg now
P
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now became more . terrible than ever; the Ruffians
were crammed up in a narrow fpace, while the Pruf-
fians with regular fires, every {hot having it full
effedt, continued the combat till feven o’clock at
night: yet ftill (which is almoft incredible) the

‘Ruflians kept their ground. Night came on, and

then, ‘and not till then, the Ruffians retreated under
favour of the darknefs. They loft, according to
their own account, 21,529 men*. They were pur-
fued into Poland, and ‘thereby prevented from un-
dertaking any thing farther againft the king of Prul-
fia in Brandenburgh. The.lofs of the Pruffians was
near 4ooomen. In the mean time count Daun, in
conjunction with the army of the empire, now com-
manded by the prince of Deux Ponts, penetrated
into Saxony, and took the fortrefs of Sonneftein.
He aimed at wrefting Saxony entirely out of the
hands of the Pruffians; and for this purpofe he
nearly furrounded prince Henry of Pruffia’s army,
which confifted only of 20,000 men pofted {0 as to
cover Drefden. But the king of Pruffia, who was

informed of his brother’s critical fituation, haftened

to his relief, before Daun, who is remarkably flow
in the concerting of meafures, could execute his
proje€t. The king joined his br.ther, and Daun
fell back as far as Zittau. Bat the king foon after
feparated from his brother, and fhewed a defign of
cutting off Daun’s communication with Bohemia, .
while Daun fhewed a defign of cutting off his with

Silefia. In this cafe a battle feemed -inevitable;
and Daun refolved to bring it on the firft advan-

* Of two regiments, which befo}e the battle confifted of
4595 effetive men, there were only 1475 left.
' tageous
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tageous opportunity, left the time for attion fhould
_be loft, and he obliged to entirely abandon Saxony,

- and thereby give up the fruits of the campaign. . At
‘this time the king of Pruffia was encamped at Hoh-
kirchen, a village in Lufatia. Daun,_in the dead
“of a dark night (O&. 14) favoured by a thick fog,
filently marched to the Pruffian camp, and at five
oclock in the morning he attacked the Pruffians in
the moft intrepid manner and with the greateft regu-
larity. They were entirely furprized ; they run to their
arms, fome half naked': marfhal  Keith mounted
his horfé, and putting himfelf at the head of a
corps on the. right wing, where the heat of the
acion lay, made a very gallant refiftance, which
_afforded the king of Pruffia an opportunity to form
the left wing, before it fhould be difordered by any
fudden efforts of the enemy.” Keith maintained a
bloody and defperate conflict three hours amidit all
the horrors of darknefs, confufion, carnage and de-
fpair, againft fuperior numbers, who were: conti-
nually fupported by frefh troops: three times was
the village loft and ‘won : he rallied the broken re-
giments, and every time charged with the utmoft
ardour; but all that he could do could nor prevent
a defeat.” About nine o’clock he was fhot through
the heart ; he inftantly fell on the ficld, and his
body was left to the Auftrian irregulars, who ftripped.
it. At the beginning of the a&ion a cannon ball.
took off the head of prince Francis of Brunfwick,
as he was mounting his horfe., Thus fell two gal-
lant and diftinguifhed officers. “Prince Maurice of
Anhalt was wounded and taken prifoner. When
-Keith was flain, the right wing was foon defeated.
The king then”gave up all hopes of recovering the
’ S Mg ‘ground..

rd
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ground. He ordered a retreat, which he effeed
in tolerable order, by the good countenance of his
cavalry and the heavy fire of his artillery. ‘He loft
at leaft 7000 men, with all his tents, great part of
his baggage, and fome cannon ; but the death of
marfhal Keith was his greateft misfortune ; the reft
he could repair. The lofs of the Auftrians, ac-
cording to their own account, amounted to 5000
men. Marfhal Daun, however, did not derive the
adyantages from this ftratagem which he expe&ed.
It is true he foiled the king of Pruffia, and that
monarch fuffered in his reputation by it; but this
added nothing to thecaufe. Hehoped to have been.
able to take fome towns in Silefia'; and with this
view he previouily fent detachments into that coun-
try, one of which had laid fiege to Neifs, and an-
other formed a blockade round Coffel. Hisaim
‘now was to cover thofe‘attempts, The king foon
recovered of his difafter, and drew reinforcements
from his brother in Saxony. He by feveral mafterly
movements and rapid marches opened his age
into Silefia, and thus cruthed in 2 moment all Daun’s
boafted advantages of the battle of Hohkirchen.
General Laudon was detached after him ; but the
king continued his march: he relieved Neifs and
Coffel. * When Daun found he could not hinder the
“king from entering Silefia, he bent his thoughts to-
wards Saxony: he refolved to take Drefden, and
approached the fuburbs with an army of 60,000
men. The garrifon, commanded by count Schmet-
tau, amounted to about 12,000. e city’being
‘but poorly fortified, and the governor, who was de-
termined to hold the place to the laft extremity,
confidering that if the enemy gained poffeffion of
. ) R .. -».«‘-the
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the fuburbs, they might eafily command the city,
refolved to fet fire to them ; which was done in the
morning of the 10th of November, and about zgo
houfes were confumed, the inhabitants of which
nearly loft their all, and fome their lives. This
fire, which in part laid wafte the capital of Saxony,
rendered marfhal Daun’s projet of a coup de main
impracticable, and regular approaches demanded
more time than _he could now fpare. The king of
Pruffia was in full march to relieve Saxony, where
‘he arrived on the 20th of November, which ob-
liged marfhal Daun to retire into Bohemia, and there
take up his winter-quarters. 'The army of the em-
pire had entered another part of Saxony, and formed
fome attempts on Torgau and Leipfic; but they
were fruftrated about the fame time, and the af-
failants obliged to retire. In the mean time the
Swedes, who had been drawn into the confederacy

" againft the king of Pruffia by the influence of the

Ruflians, had aéted but a trifling part. Theirarmy
made fome ineffeitual efforts to gain Pomerania;
for a while they were fuccefsful, but afterwards,
they were obliged to abandon all and retire. Not"
the leaft fpark now appeared of that military ge-
nius, for which the Swedes have been formerly re-
nowned. Thus did the king of Pruffia, by his con-
fymmate fkill and vigilance, baffle all the efforts of
his numerous enemies, and obliged them to fet down
at the end of the campaign with the lofs of many
thoufand men, and without having gained one inch
of ground. It will amaze pofterity when they read,
that this prince, with only the affiftance of a {fubfidy

which he drew from England, fo bravely withﬁoo‘c_!
. . , o
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fo many armies, and fruftrated the defigns of fuch
a powerful confederacy 1.

‘ CHAP

\

1 The Dutch having for fome time carried on an illicit trade
for the French, under colour of their own neutrality, feveral of
their fhips were this year taken by the Englith cruizers and pri-
vateers ; upon which they had recourfe to falfe bills of lading,
and other arts, to prevent future difcoveries; but their fhips
were ftill taken, and, after proper examination, condemned in
great numbers in both America and Europe, The Dutch thus,
in a great meafure, deprived of the advantages they hoped to de-~
rive from thrs fly and illegal methed of carrying on the Fiench
tiade, raifed loud clamoursall over Hulland againft the rigour of
the Englith miniftry, who warmly expoftulated with the Dutch
deputies on the fubject. The Hollanders finding that the court

of Great Britain was not to be intimidated ; that no' remone -

ftrances could regain their contraband commodities ; that there
was a fpirit in the principal fervant of the crewn, which they
perceived would be dangerous to provoke too far ; and that the
power of Great Britain, under his direftion, was become fo re-
fpeQable, they could have no hopes to cope with it ; at length
gave up the point, and fet down with their loffes, and though
ttey afterwards continued to carry for the French, yet the did it
but fparingly. .

On the 23d of November the Britith parliament met. As ne
change of meafures feemed likely to happen, the fate of the cam-
paign not having difpofed any of the belligerants to pacific fenti~
ments, it was apparent, that the only way to precure a lafting
peace was to continue the war with the fame vigour; upon
which the commons, with the greateft chearfolnefs and una-
nimity, voted the fupplies, which amounted to 12,761,3101
Itis an illuftrious and everlafting monument to the minifter’s
honour, that this fum, which exceeded any that had ever been
granted in that houfe before, was given with pleafure and har-
mony: foch was the unparallelled confidence of thé reprefenta-
tives, and of the whole people, in one man, whofe integrity and
zeal for his country’s welfare they did net doubt ; and of whofe,
fpirit and abilities for humbling the enemy they had already feen
fuch examples, that they could not but rely on his known n::-

i Y
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CHAP XL

Affairs in America.

S the enemies power in America had received

a confiderable blow by the reduction of Louif-
bourg, great expe(tations. were formed from a con-
tinuance of the war in that quarter. An expedi-
tion was planned againtt the capital of Canada, and
the command of the land forces was given toan En-
‘glithman, whofe genius was modelled by nature for
ardour and enterprize ; whofe ative fpirit and en-
terprizing foul promifed advantage to the public.
The late fuccefs in America had been in a great
meafure owing to the well timing of the operations,
in being early in making attempts on the enemy
before they could poffibly receive any affitance from
Europe. The fame fleps were again purfued. In
the month of February a fleet was difpatched from
England, commanded by the admirals Saunders and
Ho%mes. It was concerted, that while this fleet,
with a niimber of troops on board, commanded by
eneral Wolfe, fhould proceed up the river St.
awrence, general Amherft, with another ‘confide-
rable body, fhould proceed over land in America,
and join general Wolfe, in order to jointly attack

pefty and watchful eye to the Britith power and intereft,
This was not the condué® of faétion, but that of the whole
people, who were rouzed by his intrepidity and vigilanee to re-
. venge theif wrongs on a perfidiousenemy, - - :

. %eb‘c’
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Quebec, the capital of Canada; and that while
thefe operations were performing, a third body of
troops, commanded by the generals Prideaux and

L ey B B IR

© ® Inthis attack captain Otchcrlony and lieutenant Peyton
(both of general Monckrton’s regiment) were wounded,. and fell
before the enemy’s breaft-work.—The former mortally, being
fhet through the body ; the Jatter was wounded only in “his
knee,—Two favages puthed down ypon. them with the utmoft
precipitation, aumed. with nothing-but their diabolical knivess
The firft feized on captain Otchtenlony, when Mr. Peyton, y:lho
. o vy
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was confiderable ; bnt to prevent its being greater,
the general ordered them to retreat. This mifcar-
riage was a very difcouraging circumftance. There
appeared on every fide fuch a number of difficulties
to be furmounted, that the general’s only hope
feemed to be in the fuccefs of this attempt. The
failure made a great impreflion on his mind. His
~ aggravation threw him into a dangerous illnefs, his
mind was too great to brook with any misfortune
_that might expofe him to reproach or cenfure. In
the tranfports of his chagrin and afflition he was
heard to fay, he would never return unlefs he was
viGtorious. The hope, however, of fill being able,
through fome refource, .to execute his orders, re-
vived his fpirits, and he began to recover ; upon

lay reclining on his fufee, difcharged it, and the favage dropt
-immdsiately on the body of his intended prey. The other fa-
vage advanced with much eagernefs to Mr. Peyton, who had no
more time than to difengage his bayonet, and conceal its difpo-
fition, With one arm he warded off the purpofed blow, and
with the other ftung him to the heart : neverthelefs the favage,
though fallen, senewed his attempts, infomuch that Mr. Peyton
was ‘obliged to repeat his blows, and ftab him " through and
through the body.” A ftraggling grenadier, who had happily ef-
caped the flaughter of his companions, ftumbled upon captain
Otcherlony, and readily offered him his fervice.  The captain,
with the fpirit and bravery of a Briton, replied, ¢ Friend, I thank
¢_ you !-=but with refpe& to me, the mufquet, or fcalping knife,
=+ will be only a mort fpeedy deliverance from pain. I have but
¢ a few minutes to livee Go—make hafte—and tender your
¢ fqrvice, where'there is a poffibility it may be ufeful,” At the
famne time he pointed to Mr. Peyton, who was then endeavour-
ing to crawl away on the fand. The grenadiertook’ Mr. Peytoa
on his back, and conveyed him to the boat througha fevere firs;
in which Mr. Peyton was wounded in the back,, and his refcuey
near the fhoulder, : . g
o 77 which
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which he tranfmitted an account of his operations to:
the minifter. Then he ordered fome of the fhips up
the river, being determined to make his efforts on that
fide the town : Admiral Holmes, who commanded
thefe fhips, .on;board of which was general Wolfe
with about_§coo troops, was ordered to go further up
than the place he intended to land at, 1n order to
draw the enemy’s attention that way ;.and fo far it
anfwered, that Montcalm fent 1500 men to watch
this fleet ; while admiral Saunders made a feint, as
if he'intended to attack the enemy’s intrenchments
below the town.” On the 13th of September, at
one o’clack in the morning, the troops were put
into the boats, and under cover of the fhips glided
foftly "down "thé fiream to the place ‘of landing ;
where with admiral courage, but great difficulty,
they landed, and afcended, after the example of the
eneral, .one -by.one, -the woody precipices ; and at.
ength. geined ‘the fummit, - which 1s called the
Heights of Abraham:. - Here they were formed,
and drawn ‘up in' regular order before day light.
This fituation commanded the town. Montcalm
pow faw that he muft hazard a battle : he inftantly .
put his troops in ‘motion, and advanced up to the
Englifh, * Géneral -Wolfe placed - bimfelf in the
front line’ of the, center, in order to animate the
troops by his'example. The right.and left wings
were commanded by the generals Monckton, Mur
ray, and Townthend.. ‘He ordered' his men- to re-
ferve their fire, til the enemy were very clofe,
which being ‘done, was then  difcharged, and it
made terrible. havock among them : the bayonet
was immediately made ufe-of, which .greatly in-
creafed the flaughter.” -Fhe' Englih :had only fired
* twice, whea the enemy began to fall into diforde;
: ‘ an
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and give ground. At this critical minute general
Wolfe was killed by a thotin the breaft*. 'The

French

* The circumftances attending the death of this young hero
are too affeting to be paffed over. He firft seceived a wound in
the wift; bur that he might not difcourage his troops, he
wrapped it up in his handkerchief, and encouraged his men to
advance: foon after he received another ball in his helly ; this
alfo he diffembled, and exerted himfelf as before ; till he re-
ceived a third in his breaft, under which he at laft funk .=
Crowned with conqueft, he fmiled in death.—His principal care
was, that he fhould pot be feen to fall, ¢ Support me,” faid he
to fuch as were near him; ¢ let not my brave foldiers fee me
¢ drop:—the day is ours:—oh! keep it.” He was immediately
carried behind the ranks.  As he lay ftruggling with the anguifh
and weaknefs of three grievous wounds, he was only folicitous
about the certainty of the viCtory. He begged one who attended
him to fapport him to view the field; but as he found that the
approach of death had dimmed and confufed his fight, he defired
an officer who was by him to give him an account of what he
faw. The officer anfwered, that the enemy were broken: he
repeated his queftion a few minutes after with much anxiety,
when he was told, that the enemy were totally routed, and that
they fled in all parts, ¢ Then I am fatisfied,” faid he, and im-
mediately expired. His death was umvetfa.ly lamented by his
country, and envied by ail who had a true relith for mahtary
glory.  Unindebted to family or conne&tions, unfupported by in-
trigue or faction, he had accomplithed the whole bufinefs of life,
- at a tinie when others are only beginning to appear; and at the

age of thirty-five, without feeling the weaknefs of age or the
viciffitude of fortune, having fatisfied his honeft ambition, ha-
ving compleated h's charaéter, having fulfilled the expeétations
" of his country, he fell at the head of his conquering troops, and
expired in the arms of viory, covered with laurels, greenin
age, but ripe in glory. When the news of the vitory arrived in
]‘:ngland, together with the death of the general, there was a
mixture of grief and pity in the public congratulations, as was
very fingular and very affeting. One little circumftance de-~
ferves to be noticed, The muother of general Wolfe was an ?bé.t

je
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French general was flain likewife, upon which the
enemy tell into ut:er confufion, and abandoned the
field of battle. The Englith loft about 500 men,

jeét marked out for pity by great and peculiar diftrefs : fhe had
experienced the dutiful fon and amiable domeic charaéter, whilft
the world admired the accomplithed efficer, But a few months
before fhe had loft her hufband ; and ncw fhe loft this fon, her
oniy child. The inhabitants of the village where fhe lived una-
nimoufly agreed t5> admit no illuminationsor firings, or any kind
of rejoicings, near her houfe, let they fhould feem by an ill-timed
triumph to infult her grief. This wasa juftnefs of fentiment
rareiy to be found, even amongft perfons of rank., His death
was no lefs affecting to another lady, to whom he was to have
been efpoufed at his return.  On this occafion the minifter him-
felf condefcended to write a letter to Mrs. Wolfe, couched in
fuch terms as to afford confolation for the lofs of bim, whofe
blood had been fpilt in the fervice of his country. And fuch
was Mr, Pitt’s gratitude and defire to. do juftice to the memory
of this brave executor of his plan, that when the parliament
met, he, with that energy of eloquence peculiar to himfelf, ex-
patiated on the tranfcendent merit of the general, his condué&
during the operations, his furmounting by abilities and valour
all obftacles of art and- nature, his refolution in landing, his cou-
rage in the field, his lofs to the public, the importance of the
conqueft, the blow given to the ecemy, and the glory to Britain s
and then he made a motion for a refolution to prefent an addrefs,
defiring his majefty would order a monument to be eretted in
“Weftminfter-abbey to the memory of the deceafed general. In
this motion he was feconded by William Beckford, Efg; whom
he had the pleafure to number among his friends ; who remarked,
that in the appointment of general Wolfe to that expedition,
there had been no parliarnentary interefts, no family connexions,
no ariftocratical views ; that the general and the minifter feemed
to have been made for each other, and that there were fome cir-
cumftances almoft fimilar between them ; Wolfe loft his life,
and the minifter had hazarded his head for his country, &c. The
refolution was unanimoufly agreed to; but the monument has
not been yet ereted,

and
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and the French about 1500; but the death of ge-
neral Wolfe was to the Englith the greateft mistor-
tune : it was an event particularly grievous to his
country,. though to thimfelf the happieft that can
be imagined. Officers may be formed by expe-
rience ; but a genius in war, a foul like his, can
never be repaired. Five days after the battle, the
city of Quebec furrendered to general Townfhend,
on whom the command had devolved. It is parti-
cularly worthy obfervation, that the conqueft of
Canada was owing to the fingular ardour and in-
trepidity of general Wolfe : it was he, and be only,
which formed that defperate refolution of landing,
and climbing the Heights of Abraham. This brought
on the battle ; and thus was Quebec conquered.
Had 'a commander of an ordinary capacity been
employed in this enterprize (fuch as Britain has fre-
quently feen entrenching themfelves in excyfes and
pun&tilios) he would have been ftaggered by the
difficulties, difcouraged by the repulfe at Mont-
morenci, and judged the landing impraticable.

- 'Thus would the great fcheme have been defeated,
a wholefeafon loft, and the national treafure thrown
away in equipping a fruitlefs expedition. What
praifes, what honours, what rewards, therefore,
arc due to him, who by his fingle opinion prevented
all this, and added t the Britith crown one of the
brigheft gems it ever wore ? In the mean time ge-
ral Amherft advanced to Crown Point, which as
well as Ticonderoga, the enemy abandoned on his
approach : then he prepared to crofs the lake Cham-
plain, and diflodge a numerous body of French
troops, which lay intrenched at the botrom of the
lake, in orderto open the communication with ge-
neral Wolfe ; but by the time he had made his pre-

: parations,

~
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arations, the ftormy feafon was fet in; and when
e embarked, hoping to effe his defigns, the wea-
ther was fo cold and tempeftuous, he was obliged
to turn back, and poftpone the remainder of his
operations till the next campaign. Thus the great
end of aflifting general Wolfe was not accom-
plithed ; and that general was, as we have feen,
left to the exertion of his fingle ftrength. The
third part of the plan was more fuccefsful. General
Prideaux advanced to fort Niagara, which by its
excellent fituation commands the extenfive terri-
tory inhabited by the Iroquois Indians: he laid
fiege to it; but while the operations were carrying
on, he was killed before the place by the buriting
of a cohorn; upon which the command devolve
upon general Johnfon. *The French, well knowin
the importance of the fort, notwithftanding their
diftrefled and diftrated condition, collected a body
of troops and Indians, and advanced to its relief;
but general Johnfon, who is extremely well ac-
quainted with all the Indian methods of - making
war, and taking advantages of the ground, bufhes,
&c. gave them a warm reception, and in lefs
than an hour totally defeated them : then he
{ummoned the fort, and obliged the garrifon,
amounting to 60o men, to furrender prifoners of
war that evening. Such was the feccond campaign
in America, by which the Englifh gained poffef-
fion of Quebec, the capital of Canada; drove the:
French from their ftrong holds at Crown Point and
Ticonderoga; and took fort Niagara, which opened
the road td Montreal, the fecond principal place in
Canada, and the only one which the French now
heldin that great province. h
. The.
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The plans for reducing the French in America
were not confined to the continent only: the iflands
were objelts equally great in his views. - He fent
a fleet of ten fps of the line from England,
commanded by commodore Moore, and fix regi-
ments of infantry, under the direftion .of general
Hopfon, to attack Martinico, the  conqueft of
which had been reprelented to him as extremely
pralticable. But when the fhips appeared before
the ifland, which was in the month of January,
and had lznded the troops upon it, the forts wére
found tb be much fironger than had been fuppofed :
at which time a diflerence arofe between the two
commanders * concerning the conveyance of the
cannon ; upon which the troops were re-embarked.
It was then judged proper to fail away for (Guada-
loupe, in hopesof better fortune. On the 23d of
January they appeared before Bafle-terre, which
was cannonaded and bombarded by the fleet, till it
was in many places fet on fire : the flames conti-
nuing to confume the town all that and the follow-
ing day, theinhabitantsand troops at length quitted
it, and fled into the mountainous part of the
country : the Englith troops then were landed ; but
the climate being extreamly unhealthy, great num-
bers were carried oft by ficknefs and tevers ; among
whom was gereral Hopfon. The command de- .
volved upon general Barrington ; who having taken
pofieflion of feveral places, embarked the troops,
and failed round the ifland to other p-rts, where he
reduced all the principal towns ; and on the firft
day of May obliged the two ‘iflands, which to-
gether are called Guadaloupe, to furrender. This
valuable conqueft was but juit made, when a French
fquadron appeared off to its relief ; but the com-
mander
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mander finding he was too late, failed away without
attempting any thing ; though had he came but a
day fooner, he had probably faved the iflands. Be=
fore the end of the month the ifland of Marigalante.
furrendered. The news of fuch a feries of fuc-
cefles, fo advantageous to England, and defiru&tive -
of the power of the enemy, were received with
raptures of joy ; and the people turned to the mi-
nifter as to a divinity, who had wrought miracles
. in their favour.

CHAP XIL
Affairs in Afia.

Y N this quarter the Englith were as fuccefsful

I as the warmeft friends could ‘wifh. Confider-
ing the enemy’s fuperiority, it was impoffible to
prevent Lally’s laying fiege to Madrafs ; for which
we left him laft year making preparations. The
French army advanced to the place, but one of
their regiments was roughly handled by colonel .
Draper, who fallied out of the town to impede
their approach : he fought bravely, * but the ene-
my’s

’ .

* In this attack major Pollier, who had commanded at fort
8t. David’s, was mortally wounded, He had been tried by &°
court martial concerning kis furrender of that place : his perfonal
behaviowr
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my’s frefh reinforcements at length obliged-him to
retire. The garrifon of Madrafs was at this time
commanded by colomel Lawrence, and the town by
governor Pigott, who both provided every thing
1 their power to defend the place to the laft extre-
mity. Onthe 6th of January 1759, Lally open-
ed the trenches againft it. He maintained a heavy
fire for fome time, and advanced very near the
glacis; he poured his bombs into the town in order
to fet fire to the houfes, and intimidate the inha-
bitants, but the vigilence and bravery of the Englifh
officers difappointed his expeftations; and the
fire of the garrifon wasfo warm as to oblige him
to abandon fome of his batteries. In the mean
time major Caillaud, with a. few Europeans and
a body of the country forces, hovered on the
fkirts of Lally’s army, and greatly embaraffed
him, as well as retarded the operations of the fiege :
he cut off Lally’s fupplies, repulfed feveral of his
detachments, and kept him 1n continual alarm.
At length- Lally was fo provoked by this flying:
camp, which he faid was like the flies, no fooner
beat off from one part than they came to another,
that he refolved to fend out fuch a large force as

.

f

behaviour was much commended; but the court thought he’
adted injudicionfly in defending fome out pofts, when he ought to
have colleéted his little furce within the fort; and they faid he
might have held out longer. To wipe oft this difgrace he was
for fighting on every future occafion, whether proper or not. In
this athair he was a volunteer, He was certainly a brave man ;
but too hafty and paflionate, which fometimes occafioned much
uneafine(s to himfelf and thofe about h.m. , He had ferved the
" Eaft-India company on many occafions with reputation; and it
is thought that the1ll opinion which heentertained of the garrifon

was the principal caufe of his delivering up fort St, David,
would
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would cruth them effeCtually : but he was difap-
pointed, for the Englith made fo brave a ftand,
that bis troops gained no material advantage.
Chagrined by this event ; bythe obftinate defence
and the fuperior fire of the garrifon, which obliged
him gradually to decreafe his own ; by the villainous
arts of the commiffaries and contrators, who had
engaged to fupply his army; he, in the wild
tranfports of rage and defpair, refolved to raife
the fiege and refign his command of the army.
This was on the 14th of February ; when he
wrote a letter to M. de Leyrit, governor of
Pondicherry, containing his refolutions : but his
meffenger ‘who was carrying- it fell into the hands
of Major Caillaud,* who fentit into Madrafs, and
- . ‘ thereupon

* The letter is curious, becaufe it is truly pi@urefque of the
chagrin and mortification of the writer ; therefore we fhall infert
a correét tranflation of it: EE : .

From the camp before Madrafs, the 14tb of February, 1759.

¢ A good blow might be ftruck here: there is a fhip in the
¢ road, of 20 guns, laden with allthe riches of Madrafs, which
¢ jtis faid will remain theretill the 20th, ~ The expedition is juft
¢ arrived ; but M. Gorlin is not 2 man to attack her, for fhe has

" ¢.made him run away once - before, The Briftol, on the other
¢ hand, did but juR make her appearance before St. Thomas ;
<. and on the vague report of 13 fhips corfting from Porto Novo,
¢ fhe took fright, and after landing the provifions with which
¢ fhe was laden, fhe would not ftay long enough even to take on
¢ board twelve of her own guns, which the had lent us for the.
¢ fiege. .

¢ If I was the judge of the point.of honour cf the company’s
¢ offiters, I would break him like glafs, as well as fome others
¢ of them. . Lo : -

¢ The Fidelle, or the Harlem, or even the afarefaid Briftol,
¢ with her 12 guns reftored to her, would be fufficient to make

: , ¢ themfelves
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thereupon came nearer in order to harrafs the
enemy. Lally had mot time to burn the ,?‘lack

own

D 4

¢ themfelves matters of the Englith thip, if they could manage
¢ foastoget to windward of her in the night. Maugendre and
* Tremillier are faid to be good men 3 and were they employed
¢ only to tranfport 200 wounded nen, that we have here,’ this
¢ fervice would be of importance. v

¢ We remain fill in the fame pofition: the breach made thefe
€ xgdays; all the time within 1§ toifes of the wall of the
¢ place, and never holding up our heads to look atit, -

¢ ¥recken we fhall, at our artival at Pondichetry, ehdeavour
€ to leatn fome other trade, for this of war requires too much
¢ patience,

¢ Of 1500 Cipayes which attended our army, I reckon near
¢ 800 are employed upon the road to Pondicherty, laden with
¢ fugar, pepper, and other goeds ; and as for the Coulis, they
¢ are all employed for the fame purpofe, from the firft day we
¢ came here.

¢ I.am taking my meafures from this day, to fet fre to the
¢ Black-town, and to blow up the powder mills.

- & You will never imagine, that ¢o French deferters, and roo
¢ Swifs, are attually ftopping the progreis of 2000 men of the
« king's and compsiny’s troops, which are ftill here exitting, naz-
¢ withftanding the exaggerated accounts that every one makes
 here, according to his own fancy, of the flapghter that has been
¢ made of them ; and you will be ftill more furprized, if I tell
¢ you that, were it not for the two combats and four battles we
¢ fuftained, and for the batteries which failed, or, to fpeak more
¢ properly, which were unfkilfully made, we thould not have loft
¢ 50 men, from the commencetment of the fiege to this day.

¢ T have wrote to M. de Larche, that if be perfifts in not co-
¢ ming here, let who will raife money upon the Paleagers for me,
¢ 1 will not do jt ; and I renounce (as¥ informed you a month
¢ ago I would) meddling, dire€tly or indire&ly, with any thing
¢ whatever, that may have rélation to your adminittration, whe-
¢ ther civil or military: for I had rather go and command the
¢ Caffics of Madagakar, than remain ia this Sodom; which it

N
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“Town, as he intended, for a man of warand a
company’s fhip arriving in the road onthe 16th
with fuccours, he precipitately retreated in the
atmoft hafte and left his artillery behind him.
"Thus ‘was Mudrafs faved after 2 fiege of nine weeks.
A part of the garrifon, tommanded by the Major
Brereton, failed out after him, but were for fome
time too weak to undertake any thing of impor-
tance. At length, in the month of September,
they refolved to attack him in his ftrong camp at
‘Wanderwath, but they met with a fevere repulfe, and
" were obliged to retire in confufion. Captain Mait-
dand, who commanded an expedition to Bombay,
had better fuccefs. Hedifperfed the French troops,
took the town of Surat by aflault, and obliged the
<aftle to furrender. In the mean time admiral
Pococke and M. d’Ache difputed the fuperiority of
the fea. On the 10th of September they came to
an engagement off Pondicherry, which raged with
eat fury for the fpace of two hours ; when d’Ache
ﬂding himfelf unable to fuftain Pococke’s heavy

¢ isimpoffible but the fire of the Englith muft deftroy, fooner or
* Jater, even though that from heaven fhould not.
¢ I have the honour to be,-&c¢: &c.
N ) _ ¢ LALLY.
¢ P.S. Ithink it neceffary to apprize you, that, as M. de
¥ Soupire has refufed to take upon him the command of this
< army, which I hdve offered to him, and which he is impowered
* to accept, by having received from the court a duplicate of mI{
¢ commiffion, you muft of neceflity, togetlier with the ccuncil,
© ¢ take it upon you. For my part, Iundertake only to bring it
¢ back, either to Arcolte or Sadrafte. Send therefore your or-
< ders, ot come yourfelves to command it; for I fhall quit it
¥ upon my arrival there.’
' and
~ ~ -
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sud deftrutive fire, fled in the beft manner he
could. The Englifh fleet however were too much
damage to purfue; tut foon after, being refitted,
they went again in queft of r.he. French, who
defcrying their approach off Pondicherry flipped
out to fea, and avoided another engagement. M.
Pitt, apprehenfive that the enemy’s additional
force in the Eaft Indies miﬁht feize fome of the
Englith fettlements, difpaiched a fleet from Europe,
as foon as he heard of Lally’s defign to attack
Madrafs, under the command of commodore
Cornifh, who about this time joined Admiral
Pocoke, and gave fuch a {uperiority to the Britith
power in the eaft, as in a little time after totally
deftroy thé French force on the coatt of Coro-
mandel. Commodore Cornith brought with him
a reinforcement of troops, commanded by colonel
Coote, who took the command of the whole army,
and prepared to make head againft general Lally.
He reduced Wandewafh, and fome other places of
lefs importance, before the end of the year.

The great extenfion of the Britith trade in this
quarter of the globe, excited the jealoufy and envy
of the Dutch, who fecretly formed a {cheme for ex-
titpating the Englith out of Bengal ; they tampered *
with the nabob Jaffier Ali-Cawn, and he connived at
their intentions. Their firft aim was to engrofs the
whole falt petre trade ; a part of which they en-
jayed by their factory at Chinfurra, where they had
a ftrong fort on the river Bengal, higher up than
Calcutta. The governor of Batavia, having charged
himfelf with the execution of this roguifh action,

_chofe the opportunity while the Britith {quadron were
abfent ; and having equipped feven fhips, and puton
board them 12,000 troops, on pretence of rein-

' N2 forceing
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for€ing ‘the Dutch garrifons in Bengal, they failed
“for the river of Bengal, :and in ‘October three of
~them arrived there. Col. Clive, who refided at Cal-
vcutta, having notice of their defign, feytt word to the
* Dutch commodore, that he could not allow them
-20 land ‘their forces and marchto Chinfurra; but no
-fooner were the reft of the troops arrived, than the
troops were landed, and began their march for Chin-
“firra. The Dutch cammodore, by way of retali-
ating the affront, he preterded to have received, in
-being denied a paffage to Chinfurra, took feveral
Englith veflels on the river; and one of the India-
men coming down at that time, he told the captain,
that if he prefumed to pafs he would fink him;
upon which the veffel returned to Calcutta, where
. colonel Clive ordered three Indiamen that were there
“to go down and fight the Dutch ; and they obeyed
this order with fo much vivacity and courage, that
they compelled three of the Dutch fhips with the
- commodore to furrender; two ran away, and they
drove the laft athore, In the mean time the Dutch
troops were not more fortunate than their fhips :
* ¢olonel Clive detached colonel Forde, with 500 men,
to oppofe their progrefs; on the z25th of November
he met with them and ‘gave ' them battle with
great refolution ; in a fhort time they gave way,
and were totally defeated : during this action, the
nabob, with a confiderable army looking on, ob-
“ferved a fufpicious neutrality, and in all probability
would have declared for the Dutch, had they proved
vi@orious; but no fooner had the Englith gained
the viftory, than he offered themhis fervice. The
" Dutch finding their whole fcheme defeated, began to
" think of accommodating matters ; a treaty was con-
cluded, by which the fhips were reftored; and thff: pri-
o s o ners
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foners were releafed as foon' as the Dutch fatory at
Chinfurra had given fecurity to indemnify the Englith
for the damage: they. had fuftained.— How fimilar is.
this to the affair of Amboyna? how. timid: were
we to let it. pafs unrevenged 2.

C H A P. XIL
o Affairs.in Germany.

H E inclinations of the powers -at war" were-

not the leaft altered at the beginning of this.
year from what.they were at the clofe of the laft ¢
however, the plan of operations in Germany was
fomething dil{rent; lat year the king of Pruffia
and prince Ferdinand a&ed.independently; this
-year they refolved to act in concert : it was defigned

to firft deftroy. the Ruffian magazines in Poland, while-.

prince Ferdinand fhould drive the' French towards
the Rhine, and getting them between them and the
army of the empire, cut off their communication :
prince Henry was to ruth out of Saxony, and cut
off the communication between the Imperialifts and
Auftrians ; and count Daun and the king of Pruffia
were left fingly to oppofe each other. The firft
of this plan was executed with {uccefs : {oearly as
the month of February, the Pruffian genera! Wo-
berfnow, deftroyed as many magazines in Poland,
as would have fubfited 50,000 men for -three
months. In the month of April, prince Henry
executed his part with equal celerity and good for-
tune ; the king of Pruffia making’a motion, which
drew the Auftrians towards Silefia, the pripce en-
tered Bohemia, and turned the army of the empire

N3 ) inte
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into Voigtland, where he fkirmithed with them to
advantage, and raifed contributions in the country 3
he even difabled Franconia from giving them any
affiftance ; but as he found prince Ferdinand had
not-fucceeded, and the French army could fuccour
them, he returned to his old fituation in Saxony.
Prince Ferdinand purpofing to drive the French
troops from Franctort, which they had illegally
feized, and from which they derived no fmall ad-
vantage ; as it fecured to them the courfe of the
rivers Maefe and Rhine, by wilich they could re-
ceive fupplies and rcfrethments, he, in the month
of March, put himfelf at the head of a corps of the
allies, and advanced to execute this defign ; but
the duke de Broglio, with a confiderable de«
ta¢hment of the French troops, pofted himfelfin a
very firong and judicious manner at Bergen, ..be-
tween Francfort and .Hanau; which poft, princa
Ferdinand found it -meceflary to -force, befote he
‘could penetrate to Francfort. - Lord George Sacks
ville, who commarided the Britith forces; protefted
againft fuch an attack as refh and imprudens : how-
ever, prince Ferdinand ordered the prince of ‘Ifen-
- ‘bourg to attack the enemy’s intrenchments, which
- he did with great intrepidity, and was repulfed 3
twice more he returned to the charge, and in the
latter fell, with near zoco of his countrymen.
Prince Ferdinand, finding it impoffible to force this
poft, withdrew, while the French with a prodigious
‘fuperiority obliged him to retreat, and alton the
defenfive until the month of Auguft; when having
followed him to the town of Minden on the Wefer,
M. Contades, whoe was ftill the French commander,
‘refolved te give him battle ; the vicinity of the two
armies, for feveral days, had made prince Ferdinand -

appeehenfive
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and the firength of their army, with a refolution
and expertnefs in their mancevre, .as perhaps nevet
was equalled. During this confli®, orders were
fent to the Britith and Hanoverian horfe on the right,
commanded by lord George Sackville, divided from
the infantry by a wood, to come up and {uftain the
infantry ; but the commander ap rehending thefe
orders to be not fufficiently expliat and confiftent,
he hefitated in the execution, by which it is believed
by fome, that the precious moment was loft ; the
Britifhinfantry having defeated the Frénch cavalry,
and there was no horfe at hand to effeGually finidh,
the work. Others fay, that had thefe orders.
been immediately obeyed, his lordfhip could not
cdme up time enough to have had any glate in the
adtion*. There was a ftrange confufion this dat.{ i

e:

* We fhall not pretend to give our own opinion in this nicg
point, but cnly endeavour to elucidate it as far as we are able..
It is fuppofed, that lord G——— S~——— had, early in'the
campaign, fhewn a diflike to prince Ferdinand’s plan of opera-
tions, and from hence arofe a difference between them ; the En
glith officer was faid to be haughty in his behaviour, and always °
cartied himfelf with that fpirit of independence, that fcornsto pay
fervile court to foreign hirelirgs ; his extenfive underftanding,
penetrating eye, and inquifitive {pirit, could neither be deceived,
dazzled, or foothed into tame acquiefcence: this was diametri-
cally oppofite to what the German general would have been glad
to have found ; the opportusities which he had of making a for- .
tune would not have been oppofed, had the ccmmander of the
pay-all been a docile pliant tocl, whem he might make to be-
jeve whatever he pleafed, and mould into all his views. By ex.
hibiting many marks of a prying difpofition, L— G— st length
became fo difagreeable to the commander in chicf, that nothing
feemed to be fo eagerly defired as an opportunity for removing
lum: hence it has been fuppofed, that.the German general de-

) termined,
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the artillery had no orders till very late, and the
engiricers were galloping about the field in queft of

N . “orders,

’

termined in the firft battle to fo manage in fending his orders to
him, as to puzzle him in the execution of his duty. For which ,
end it was affirmed, that during this ation two exprefles were
fent to the Englith officer, almoft at the fame inftant, the one-
for him to march with the cavalry under his command, which
was begun to be obeyed; when a fecond exprefs came [the in
tended puzzler] dire@ing him to bring the Britith cavalry-only.
As this ftep would break the line, . which lord’ George could not
think the prince intended, he went to the commander, who .or-
dered him to bring up the whole; but then it wab pretendéd’they
were too late for fervice,' and were th dered to difmount,
becaufe they fhould not parfue. That this was a fcheme to per~
plex lord G— has been gathered from an account of the. battle
publifhed at- the Hague, by the authority of P— F— himfelfy
wherein it is exprefly declared, that the cavalry on the right ‘was
not deftined to fuftain the infantry, and that if it had really-been
defigned for action, it would have'been pofted in another place.
1t was afferted by the duc-de Belleifle, that the evening before -
the ation there was laid upon Ferdinand’s table the order of the .
battle; precipitately drawn up by M. Contades himfelf ; by which
prince Ferdinand perceived that'the French'marfhal was fo"im-
patient-to give battle, that he had 'net taken care to fecurethe -
pafles in ¢afe of a retreaty Without tdoubt - Contades’s impa-
tierce was the: rock on which he fplit; but with regard to the"-
order-of battle; its rather to be doubted than affirmed ; for the
circumftances-of the altion clearly fhew, that the whole army of
the allies,’ except the corps of Wangenheim, were furprized, and
therefore prince Ferdinand had no fuch previous information.
After the battle prince Ferdinand paid fome tompliments to feveraf *
- offiers for their gallant behaviour ; but although the Englifh had «
the greateft fhare in obtaiding the vi€ory, yet:he caft a cloud®
over their triumph in fome.expreflions, that conveyed a fevere”
refle€tion on lord G—: he in his letter of thanks required . with;
an emphafis, that his orders for the future be pun&ually obeyed :
he exprefied his .concern, that the marquis of Granby had not
. : ‘}m.f'
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orders, when aid du camps ought to have fpared .
them the neceflity of quitting their ftations: at
length, lord George Sackville directed them to pro-
ceed to the front: were they were of the utmoft
fervice towards obtaiming-the vitory. _Contades,
finding that his cavalry could not refift the Britith

the command of the Britith cavalry; and ebferved, that if it had
been fo, the alion wou d bave been more compleat. The ob-
lique infinuation concerning the difobedience of urders, and the
invidious compliment to a fubordinate officer, were firong and,
as fome think, malicious refleCtions on the condu@ of lord G— -
S—, besaufe they contained nothing pofitive, which a brave and
honeft man, unconfcious of defign, would noe have been afraid
to affert, As foon as thefe dark and cenforious fmplications were
publithed in the London Gazette, the people were in.an inftant
alarmed, they grew outregious in their indignation agrinft lord
QG—; he was branded by the rafh miultitude as a trajtor and a
coward: the German war being popular, the not having done
any thing in Germany, was worfe than neglecting the real na-
tional good in America. As foon as that extraordinary letter of
thanks was given out lord G— S— refigned his command and
returned to London, juft when the flame was at its utmoft
height, and when every mouth was cpemed with execrationg
againft him: here he had the mortification to hear the nzme of
the: German general extolled throughout the whole kingdom in
raptyres of exaggeration; and, asa mark of roya] approbation,
to hear of his being invefted with the order of, the garter, and
peefented with 20,0col. while his own was meatioped with the,
moft v.rulent abufe, and himfeif difmiffed from every employ-
went he held under the government. After being acquainted
with the particulars of bis imputed guilt,. be folicited, and at
length obtained atrial, by a court martial, to whom it appeared, tte
ordexs of prince Ferdinand had pot been obeyed; therefore he was
adjudged unfit fer future fervice, and the king erdered the fen-
tence to be read at the head of all his troops, and fruck him off

g
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‘infantry, and that thefe troops broke every corps
before them, ordered a retreat, which the duke de
Broglio covered in a very excellent manners The
lofs of the French amounted to near 70co men,
flain and prifoners ; that of the allies exceeded
- 2500. The vanquithed retreated acrofs the Wefer,
and for want of fubfiftence precipitately fled towards
Caffel : the. allies took feveral towns in the purfuit,
and laid fiege to Munfter ; but the French by re-
lieving it, fet a bound to the progrefs of the allied
arms, who left the enemy at the conclufion of the
campaign, juft where they had found them at the
beginning. )
Notwithftanding the deftru&ion of the Rauffian
magazines, early in the year, that power neverthe-
“Jefs puts its army in motion about the fame time as
ufual; and thefe troops, numbered at 70000 men, com-
manded by count Soltikoff, profecuted their march to
Silefia. Count Dohna, who commanded tie Pruffian
army in thofe parts, finding them too numerous for him
to attack with any profpet of fuccefs, contented him-
felf with watching their motions and harrafling their.
march : though this condu@ was extremely pru-
dent and juftifiable, yet the king of Pruffia, fired
with his ufual precipitation and impatience, difdp-
_proved of it; upon which count Dohna refighed,.
and general Wedel was ordered to take the command
of the army, and at all events to fight the Ruffians.
Accordingly* on the 23d of July he with 30,000
- men attacked, their advantageous poft at Zullichau,
near Croffen ; and after maintaining the conflict .
© with §reat refolution, though under many difficul-
ties, for feveral hours, he retired with the lofs .of*
at leaft 80ooo men; in confequence of which, the:
Rufians gained poffeffion of Croffen and Francfort:
: : " upom.
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upen the Oder. The king of Pruffia, exafperated.
by this defeat, refolved to give them-battle himfelf,
and immediately feperated from his army a confide-
rable corps, with which he began his march to join
the troops of Wedel, leaving prince Henry with
the remainder tq obferve count Daun ; but this able
general knowing the king of Pruffia’s defign, de-
tached a body of 1200 horfe under general Lau-
den to the affiftance of the Ruffians, and by extreme
good fortune this junétion was effected : however,
the king of Pruffia having affembled an army of
50,000 men, determined to give them batte : and
accordingly, on the 12th of Auguft early in the
morning, he found the enemy in an entrenched
camp at Cunnerfdorff, defended by an incredible
number of cannon; he attacked the left wing with
great bravery, and after a bloody difpute of fix
hours, he maftered a defile and feveral redoubts,
took a great number of cannon, and obliged the
enemy to begin to retreat. At this junéture he dif- .
patched a billet to his queen, couched in the follow-
ing terms, ¢ Madamn, we have beat the Ruffians -
¢ from their éntrenchments : in two hours expect
« to hear of a glorious victory.” But he was de-
ceived ; the Ruffians were not yet defeated: they
had retired indeed to a place called the Jews Buryin,
Ground ; but this was an eminence, and the mo
- advantageous poft, which in thefecircumftances they
could have chofen: however, he refolved to drive
them fill further, though this enterprize was of a
moft difficult nature ; his generals perceiving this
rafhnefs, unanimoufly reprefented to him,  the im-
prudence of attempting to pufh the advantages they
had gained any further ; the enemy, faid they, were
fill numerous, had a vaft artillery, the poft which

they
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they occupied was of great firength,. his troops had.
been engaged a long time in the fevereft altion they:
ever knew, and one of the hotteft days they ever felt,,
were too much fatigued for fuch a_ new affault,,
that might even ftagger frefb troops ;. they urged
that the advantage which he had gained, would
be as decifive in its confequences as that at Zorn-
dorft; that the enemy would foon-be obliged to re-.
tire into Poland, and. he would be at liberty,to a&t
in other quarters where his. prefence was. more ne-
" ceflary.  All thefe excellent.arguments weighed as.
nothing, he obftinately adhered to. his fool-hardy
refolution. Thus rejefting every, thing that-was.
prudent, and atuated by trenzy, he began a new
attack which was beyond his ftrength. ,Now put-
ing all to the hazard, his fainting army with fome-
little remains of unexhaufted ardor, fought againit
the enemy’s.igpregnable fituation. Thefe feeble
battalions being uncovered with cannon, becaufe-
they couldbring none up, and the enemy having
recovered from .their confternation, were repulfed
with great flaughter, yet ftill did the king of Pruffia,
with a2 mad and inhuman perfeverence, order them
to return to the charge; when being routed with
'great ﬂaughter, he in a wild ungovernable paflion
of defpair and revenge, put the affair to the
cavalry, notwithftanding the horfes as. well as
the riders had been previoufly fpent; they made
feveral unfuccefsful efforts, and bein intirely broke,
the Auftrian cavalry which had hitherto been in-
altive, fell amongft them, threw them into utter
confufion and compleated their deftruction ; the re-
mains of the army, which but lately had been victo-
rious, were now feized with a panic, and difperfed
in the befl manner, they were able, without. any.
thoughts

X
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thoughts of preferving their baggage, cannon, or
one fingle utenfil ; life alone was the prevailing
confideration, and night preferved them frem total
suin>  The king had two horfes killed under him,
and feveral balls went through his cloaths. There
was. fcarce a general, or- even an inferior officer in
bis army that was not either killed or wounded. .
His lofs was greater in this action than in any he had
ever feen before; at leaft 19,000 of his troops were
flain, a great number were made prifoners, all his.
baggage, cannon, and every thing he brought into
the field, fell into the hands of his enemy. When
he abandoned this horrible fcene, he difpatched
another billet to the queen, thus exprefled, ¢ Re-
« move from Berlin with the royal family. Let
<« the archieves be carried to Potfdam. The town.
¢ may-make conditions with the enemy.” It is not.
difficult to conceive the terrorand confufion this in-
timation produced at Berlin, in the mid&t of their
rejoicings occafioned by the firft meflenger. "The lofs
ot the conquerors amounted to about 11 or 12,000,
men. Nexc day the king of Pruffia retreated over
the Oder, and begun to colle& his fugitives;.
in 3 little time herecovered from his diferder, with-
out any obitrultion from the enemy, and drew a
freth train of artillery. out of the ftores at Berlin.
He faw with joy and aftonifiment the enemy’s
forbéarance to improve their viftory; they, in-
ftead of overwhelming him with ruin, or advancing
towards his capital, contented themfelves with
joining count Daun in Lufatia and holding conful-
'tations with that general; in which it is more than.
robable the Auftrians were not willing the Ruffians
ﬁlpul.d take pofleflion of Brandenburgh, therefore
his fafety flowed from this jealoufy or difappoint-
ment.,



( 287 )  I5g

" ment. In the mean time the army of the Empire

had penetrated into Saxony, and reduced the towns
of ‘Hall, Leipfit, Torgau and Drefden. The king'
of Pruffia apprehending the Ruflians had a defign
on Great Glogau, took poft in fuch a manner as jo.
cover that town ; while count Daun fufpeing that
prince Henry of Prufiia intended to retake Drefden,
made a forced march in order to fave that capital.

_'The Auftrians and Ruflians being thus feparated,,

and the latter baffled in their {cheme on Great Glo-.
gau, and- beginning to think of retiring, the king
of Pruffia formed a plan for cutting off count Daun’s:
retreat into Bohemia: he detached general Finck
with 26,000 men to take pofleflion of the defiles of
Maxen behind the Auftrians; which was no fooner
done, than Daun reconnoitred his fituation, and re-
folved to attack him ; for this purpofe he firft fe-
cretly furrounded the Pruffians, and on the 24th of
November Finck perceived the enemy’s approach
on every fide. In this emergency he began o think
of foiling their attempt in fome part, {o as to obtain
aretreat; for a whole day he made the moft in-
trepid efforts to difengage himfelf, but it was im-
poffiblé, the enemy’s numbers had fecared every
avenue. Next morning he faw the enemy on every
fide prefenting a wall of bayonets, through which it
was* madnefs to think of penetrating, confidering
his great lofs on the preceding day; therefore he fur-
rendered with the whole army prifoners of war.
This was a terrible blow to the Pruffian power in
this prefent critical ftate; yet while the king of
Pruflia was ftaggering under it, he felt another: a
body of his troops, pofted on the Elbe oppofite ta
Meiflen, was on the 4th of December attacked by
the Auftrians, and between 3 and 4000 of them
were
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were killed and made prifoners.. While the: king:
of Pruffia was fuffering under thefe misfortunes, he.
received. a.fupply from prince Ferdinand, who de--
tached the Hereditary Prince. to. his. affiftance, the:
king hoping by this means to gain fome advantage:
over M. Daun; but this general alting with fo
much caation, that he. finding it impoffible, the.
Hereditary Prince returned to the.allie, who by
this time had recommeaced the fiege of Munfter,.
and reduced it. After thefe tranfattions all the.
armies weat.into winter-quarters.

C H AP XI
Naval. aud. domeflic _affairs. .

HE Britith naval tranfa&tions were as brilliant
and fuccefsful as the moft fanguine with
could defire. Though the French were in poffef-’
fion of the iflind of Minorca, yet the Englith fqua--
dron in the Mediterranean plainly evinced it was of
little fervice to them; for notwithitanding the many
pretended benefits arifing from this. pofleffion, they_
could not prote&t their marine. Admiral Bafcawen,
who had fucceeded admiral Ofborn, appeared be- .
fore Toulon, and though he received fome damage
from two forts: which he attempted to deftroy, yet it..
thewed the fpirit and bravery of an Englifh ad-
miral. Having retired to Gibraltar to refit, M. de..
la Clue, who commanded the French fquadron in .
Toulon, feized the opportunity of failing, hoPir;lg ,
‘ : .-
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e fhould pafs the Streights mouth uncbferved, and
then proceed to join the grand fleet at Breft, which
the French had equipped with a view of invadin
England; but the vigilant Bofeawen had ﬁatione§
cruizers at feveral places to keep a good look-out,
and give him timely notice of de la Clue’sapproach.
Accordingly on the 17th of Auguft fignal was made
of the enemy’s being on the Barbary thore; upon
which the Englifh fquadron failed in queft of them,
and fell mwni feven fhips off Cape Lagos, the reft
having feparated in the night. ~ Bofcawen run along
fide the French admiral, and began a furious en-

agement ;, but being neceflitated to change his.

ag, his antagonift in the interim efcaped to the
Portuguefe fhore: however two fhips, one of 64,
and the other of 74 guns, were taicn, who had"
al{o run to. the coaft, another was bulged and burned,
and de la Clue baving quitted his fhip, fhe was
taken by the viftors, who finding it.impofiible to. -
get her off, deftroyed her. Thisin fome meafure:
violated the neutrality of Portugal ; but that, power:
was in no condition to refent. .
The French fpent this fummer in meditating and
preparing an invafiop of the Britith dominions: all
their ports on the ocean were full of men of war,,
and tranfports, and flat-bottomed boats.. The
talked of a triple embarkation, one from Dunkirﬁ
aiainﬁ Stotland, under the dire&tion of M* Tliurot,,
a bold adventurer, who, from a captain.of a ptiva-
teer, in which he had grea:ly annoyed the Englith
trade, became a commodore in the king’s fervice.
The fecond from Havre de Grace againf} England,
which Bbeing the fhorteft voyage, was to. be ats
tempted by flat-bottomed boats. The third, fup-
pofed ro be againft Ireland;, was ta.be made from
‘ * Vannes,,

I
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Vannes, where the troops lay encamped under the
command of the duke d’Aiguillon, and were to be
conducted by the Breft fquadron, commanded by
M. Conflans, Had this defign been fuch as it was.
reprefented, and had put it inte execution, " there is-
no doubt but it would have caufed great confufion,
But the excellent -meafures taken by the Britith go-
vernment, fruftrated the projets of the enemy
whatever they were. Thurot was blocked up in
Duukirk by a fquadron commanded by commodore
Boys. The brave and vigilant 2dmiral Hawke,
with a large fleet, confined Cenflans in Breft; he
likewife kept a watch upon the defign at Vannes.
Admiral Rodney was difpatched ‘from- England,
with a proper {quadron to bombard Havre d¢ Grace,.
and deftroy the preparations there, which fervice hg
performed with tolerable fuccefs. However, they
continued their preparations with great celerity, and
they feemed refolved at all events to hazard the
* tranfportation of a body of trbops from Vannes.
Even when winter approached, the fame refolution,
was purfued, perhaps from an expeation that the
tempeltuous weather would compel the Britith navy
to take refuge in their own harbours, and their
fleets might then come out unoppofed. "This hope
* was not difappoirted: Sir Edward Hawke was by a’
violent florm obliged to quit his flation off Breft,
and to come with his whole fleet to Torbay. The
enemy availed themfelves of his abfence, and.on
the 14th of November put to fea. The whole
Englith nation was zlarmed, but not confufed. And
now the event of the whole war was to be put to.
- the iffue, for on the good or ill fuccefs of this firoke
every thing depended. Admiral Hawke loft not a
oment’s time ; he putto {ea on the fame day that |
~ Conflans
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Conflans did, and judging that the rendezvous of
the-enemy’s fleet would ie at Quiberon, he di-
reGed his courfe for that bay: after beating againft
an high wind fome time, he at length faw the de
fired obje& in his reach, but his fitgation was ex-
tremely dangerous; the rocks, fands, and fhoals,
rownd about weie innumerable ; the Britith pilots
knew nothing of the place, the wind blew a vio-
lént ftorm, and the waves ran mountains high.
Some commanders would have been intimidated in
thefe circumftances, but Hawke confidered the pub«
Hc fafety, and was animated. He ordered his neareft:
fhips to the enemy to engage, which they did with
great intrepidity. Conflans aéted with ridiculous.
irrefolution : he at firft had two choices, either to
fly, or ftand and fight ; for a while he followed the
latter, but when 1t was too late, he purfued the
former. Hawke, who was in the Royal George,
ordered the fire of, that great fhip to be referved for
the French admiral, and direéted his captain to carry.
her along fide him; but a French fhip of feventy
gms generoufly put herfelf between them: here .
awke was obliged to beftow his fire, and at one
broad fide he funk her to the bottom, with every
foul on board : another French fhip fhared the fame,
fate, and athird ftruck. The enemy’s fleet fled on
all fides, and night faved them from utter deftruc-
tion. However, two of the Englith thips, in the
eagernefs of purfuit, ran upon a fand, and were loft.
Seven of the French fhips threw over their guns,
and efcaped up the river Villaine, and as many
more putto fea. The night that fucceeded this
aftion was perhaps the moft terrible that can be
conceived ; the wind blew a’ violent ftorm all night
long, it was a pitchy darknefs, and a dangerou:,
. coajt,
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coaft furrounded them. A continual firing of. dif-
trefs guns was heard, but nobody knew whether:
they came from friend or enemy : the badnefs of the
coaft and the darknefs of the night made the hearers.
equally unwilling and unable w0 feek.tc;fivc any af-
fiftance. In the morning they perceived the French.
admiral had run athore, as well as another fhip;
the firft the ‘enemy fet on.fire, and the other was.
burned by the vi¢tors. Thus the long threatened.
invafion, which was.to repair the French loffes in.
every part of the world, was defeated, and a finith-
ing blow, for thisreign, given to the naval power:
' of France; for during it they never undertook any:
thing of confequence. The fquadron of M. de-
Thurot for a little while had better fortune.. He-
efcaped out of Dunkirk, and proceeded northward.
Commodore Boys, who. had blocked .him up in.
Dunkirk, puarfued him.as far as Scgthand ; but ta.
no purpofe; he took refuge in Befgen,.where he
remained on account of the boifterous westher till.
January 1760,. when he fet fail in great want of
provifion- for the coaft of Scotland : he landed on
the ifland of Ifla, where he was informed of the de-
feat of M. Conflans; having refrefhed his men, and
obtained a comfortable, though a {mall -fupply. of
provifions, he fet fail for Ireland. On the.21ft of
Eebruary he effécted a defcent. on that. kingdom at:
Carrickfergus, and compelled a few. troops in gar-
rifon there to furrender ; he likewife extorted fome
contributions ; but as a body. of troops were affem-
bling, he found it unfafe to remain on fhore, and
therefore re-imbarked. While this adventurer con«
tinued in thefe northern feas, the coafts of the two-
kingdoms were filled with alarm ; but thefe appre-
hentions. diffipated in a few days. Captain Elli%t,.
' ' Who:»




bpit g Ja Jo P2 o

" Gen* AMHERST.

P






{ 203) 1759

who commanded three frigates at Kinfale, being
informed by a difpatch from the duke of Bedford,
Jord lieutenamt of Ireland, of Thurot’s fituation,
immediately fet fail in queft-of him, and on the
28th of February their fquadrons, confifting of only
three frigates each, came to an engagement off the
ifle of Man. During the confia& Thurot was
killed, foon after which his fhip furrendered, and
the other two followed her example. Thefe re-
peated difafters to the French fleet, as well as their
loffes in every part of the world, reduced them to
the neceflity of ftopping payment of the following
public debts, viz. 1. The three kinds of rents
created on the pofts. 2. Thofe conftituted upon
the cheft of redemptions. 3. Thecoupons of bills
on the fame cheft. 4. Thofe of the two royal lot-
> teries. g. The reimburfement of ‘bills drawn to
bear on the fame cheft: 6. The bills of the two
royal lotteries. 7. The rents created on the two
fols per pound of the tenth penny. 8. The reim-
burfement of the capitals of rents. ¢. The pay-
ments of bills difchargeable in nine years, known
" under the name of annuities. 10. Thofe of the -
new aftions on the benefit of thefarms. 11. All
the bills drawn by the colonies upon the govern.

ment, amounting to 1,233,000l :
On the other hand, the credit of- Great Britain
was rifen to an aftonifhing height ; the parliament
met in the month of November, and having fixed
the number of {fuilors to be employed in the enfuing
year at 73,000, and that of the foldiers at 57,000 ;
they granted for the maintenance of thefe forces, and
other ufes, the fum of fifteen millions, five hun-
- dred three thoufand, five hundred and fixty-three
_peunds.
- CHAP.
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CHAP XIV.

Affairs in Germany.

URING the winter the kings of Great Bri-

tain and Pruflia made offers towards a general
pacification; but they had no. effeét; perhaps be-
caufe the French hoped to retake fome of the places
they had loft, and thereby be enabled to infift gn
‘better terms than at this time they could exped.
The emprefs-queen determined to exert her forces,
in order to recover Silefia. General Laudohn, with
50,coo men, opened the campaign with. the fiege
of Glatz; but finding his operations expofed to
.much annoyance from 23,000 Pruffians, who were
at Landfhut, under the command of general Fon-
quet, he raifed the fiege, and attacked the Pruflians
on the 23d of Junein their entrerchments. After a
very -warm difpute of five hours, in which both
fides loft a great number of men, he at length forced
them, and, except about 4000 of the Pruffians who
efcaped, the vanquithed, together with their com-
mander, were all made prifoners. The conqueror
then rediced Glatz. He next marched to Breflau,
the fiege of which he undertook ; but prince Henry
of Pruffia advancing to its relief, obliged him to re-
linquith his defigns. The king of Pruflia, who was
all this while in .Saxony watching count Daun,
finding that the enemy’s.great pufh was in Silefia,
and that the Ruffians were advancing to join Lau-
dohn, in order to reduce it, quitted Saxony, and
: marched
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marched for that duchy himfelf. Daun was no
fooner informed of this movement, than he fol-
lowed him with fuch expedition, thatin a fhort'time
'he gained two days march on him.". The king per-
ceiving his defigh fruftrated, fudderly returned into
Saxony, and immediately laid ‘fiege to Drefden.
Daun finding himfelf duped by ‘this fratagem, re.
turned likewife, and obliged the king of Praffia to
qaife the fiege. The affairs of Silefia' now beco-
ming critical, the Ruffians being on the point of
‘joining Laudohn, the king refolved to march into
that duchy at all events. Daun again followed
him; but the king gained poffeffion of a firong
camp at Leignitz, which prevented the enemy gain-
ing any material advantage over him at that inftant.
However, he had not remained long there, before
he found himfelf in danger of being furrounded,
and confequently expofed to a furprize: but he
drew his enemies into the fnare. It was concerted
to furprize his camp, in like manner as had been
done at Hohkirchen. He was aware of it, and
‘thercfore fecretly quitted his camp ; and when ge-
‘neral Laudohn advanced to the attack, he fell upon
him unexpetedly at three of the clock in the morn-
ing, and, after a confli& of three hours, totally de-
feated him with the lofs of 8600 men. The fcheme
being thus fruftrated, Daun turned his attention an-
other way: he marched to Schweidnifz, and laid
fiege to that place. The king followed him, and
abliged him to raife the fiege. In the mean time
the Ruffians, who could not, on account of Lau-
dohn’s defeat, effet their jun@ion with the Auftrians
in Silefia, entered Brandenburgh, and penetrated
even to Berlin, where they levied heavy contribu-
tions, and committed the moft cruel and horrid ra-
' vages.

o«



1760 ( 295 ) '
vages. Notwithftandi » his Pruffian majefty had
gained a great victory, he was ftill encompafied by
his numerous adverfaries ; the army of the empire
was in pofleflion of Saxony ; the Ruffians were on
“one fide of him, and count Daun on another®.
He knew not which way to turn, till at length hearing
that the Ruflians were 1n flion of Berlin, he in-
ftantly marched to its aflitance. But the Ruffians
retired on his approach, and marched into Silefia,
where they for fome time threatened to lay fiege to
Breflau; but at length they retired into their own
country, after having unfuccefsfully attempted the
redu&tion of Colberg. Count Daun had followed
the king of Pruffia out of Silefia. The king ha-
ving reinforced his army with the troops which had
defended Saxony and Brandenburgh, began to me-
ditate fome important blow. Daun was at this time
encamped near Torgau. The king refolved 10 put
the event of the campaign to the hazard. He at-
tacked Daun on the 3d of Ngvember, and after
“four vigorous affaults forced his camp, and obliged
his troops to retreat in utter confufion. The Pruf-
fians loft about 3000 men, and the Auftrians above

_* In this uncomfortable fituation he wrote a letter to the
marquis d’Argens (author of the Jewith Spy) a native in
"France, who refided at Berlin under his proteétion, in which is
this remarkable paffage, confirming the apinion, that the French
by their German engagements loft their fettlements in the diftant
parts of the world: ¢ Well, my dear ‘marquis, what is become
€ of the peace with France ? Your nation, you fee, is more
¢ blind than you imagined, Thofe fiods lofe Canada and Poxd;-
.« cherry to pleafe the queen and tbe cxarina. Heaven grant that
« prince Ferdinand may well reward them for their zeal. The
-¢ officers, innecent of thefe evils, and the foldiers, will be made
« vittims, und the illeftrious offenders will fuffer aothing.” -

twice
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twice that number. This defeat obliged count Daun
to call general Laudohn out of Silefia, as he ftood
in need of reinforcement to prevent being drove
into Bohemia. Silefia thus reverted into the hands
of the Pruffians. Both armies- then took up their
winter quarters in Saxony, and matters were: thus
put nearly on the fame footing as at' the opening of
the campaign. ‘The: noble firuggles made by the
king of Pruffia had foiled all the attempts of his
adverfaries. - . :

The French grand army was this year commanded
by the duke de Broglio, who had fucceeded td that
poft on the difgrace of M. de Contades. = Befides
this army the French affembled- another of 30,000
men, the command of which was given to the count -
de St. Germain. - Broglio intending to- penetrate
through Hefle into Hanover, made fome motions as
if he-would join St. Germain for that purpofe : ‘upon:
which prince Ferdinand refolved to prevent the
junétion, and ordered the hereditary prince, with
the advanced guard of the army, to attack the
enemy, which he did- at Corbach, and metwith a
fevere repulfe ; however he foon after retrieved his
reputation, by attacking a party of the enemy 3
Exdorf, which hadadvanced on the left of the
allies; - Elliot’s Englith-light horfe bravely diftin-
guifhed themfelves in this ericountér: -- This corps
of the enemy were routed ; but Broglio did- not
feem to mind thefe altions: he effected his junttion
with St. Germain. However that officer conceived -
a difguft to him, and refigned his command, which
was given to the chevalier de Muy. Broglio di-
re€ted him to cut off the commanication of the allies

“with Weftphalia, while he entered Hefle. De Muy -
took his pofts near Warb(u)rg, where prince Ferdic-l
nan
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nand attacked him in both flank in rear, and ob-
liged him to fly in the utmoft precipitation, with
the lofs of 1500 men and fome cannon. The mar- .
quis of Granby, who had fucceeded to the com-
mand of the Britifh troops on the refignation of lord
George Sackville, greatly diftinguifhed himfelfin this
attack. While prince Ferdinand’s attention was
employed here, the duke de Broglio, without any .
dithculty, entered Hefle and took Caflel. To make
amends for this, the hereditary prince undertook an, .
expedition to the Lower Rhine, where he fcoured
the country, and took Cleves: he next invefted
Wefel, and would have taken the place had not his
operations been retarded by heavy rains. When
Broglio heard of this adventure, he detached M.
de Cattries with -a large body of troops to drive the
hereditary prince out of the country. Thefe offi-
cers came to an ation near Campen, when the
French, by the advantage of the ground and fupe-
riority in numbers, defeated the allies, who loft
1600 men, chiefly Britifh, among whom was lord’
Downe. The hereditary prince then repafled the
Rhine, and joined the grand army ; foon after which
both armies went into winter quarters, All the ad-
vantage which the French could be faid to have
gained by their two armies this campaign, was only
she poffeflion of Hefle. ‘

CHAP
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CHAP. XV.

American and naval affairs.

HE French force in Canada, notwithftand-
ing the conqueft of Quebec, was ftill formi-
dable.. The fortifications of that city being in a
ruined condition, general Murray, who was ap-
pointed governor of it, with 6c0o men, began to
repair them : but before this could be done, the
marquis de Vaudreuil, the French governor of Ca-
nada, collected his forces together, and in the month
of April gave battle to general Murray on. the
heights contiguous to the town; from which, by
their vaft fuperiority, they compelled him to retire, .
and throw himfelf into the town, which they im-
mediately befieged. However, as foon as the river
was open, a fquadron of fhips, under the command
of lord Colville, who failed up the river, obliged
the enemy to raife the fiege and retire to Mon-
treal, the only place which the French held in Ca-
nada. Againft this place general Amherft direted
his motions; he aflembled his troops as early as pof-
fible at Ofwego, and embarked his forces on board a
number of battoes, and failed down the river St.
Lawrence till he came to the ifland of Montreal,
where he landed in the month of September; and
next day the marquis de Vaudreuil propofed terms
of capitulation for the furrender of all Canada,
which were agreed to.
Oz . In
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In the Weft-Indies commodore Holmes, who was
ftationed there, dctached capt. Norbury, of the
Hampthire, of 50 guns; the Boreas, capt. Uve-
dale, of 28; and the- Lively, capt. Maitland, of
20, to intercept a fleet and convoy bound from Hif-
paniola to Old Francc. On the 18th of O&ober
the Boreas fell in with the French commodore of 32

uns, and, after an engagement of three hours, ob-
iged him to ftrike. 'The Lively attacked the Va-
leur, another French frigate of 20 guns, and, after
an engagement of an hour and a half, obliged her
to firke. In the mean time the Hampthire engaged
the Fleur de Lis and the Prince Edward, of 32 guns
each, and run them afhore near Port au Prince,
where they were entirely deftroyed. There was an-
other fhip in company, which being a véry fwift
failer, efcaped. They were all laden with indigo
and fugar. The fquadron ftationed in the Leward
Iflands, commanded by Sir James Douglas, were
no lefs diftinguithed by their bravery. The fhips
Temple and Griffin being on a joint cruize, filenced
- the batteries defending one of the harbours in the
ifland of Granada, and took out four privateers.
They next entered another harbour, and took' dut
three more fhips. In their return to Antigpa they
fell in with 13 fhips bound to Martinico, all which
they took. The other fhips of the fquadron in
cruizing round Guadaloupe took nine French priva-
teers. _Thus did the Englifh commerce in the Weft-
Indies flourith under the protetion of the commo-
dores Holmes and Douglas. .

In Europe, the fleet flationed on the coaft of

France blocked up all the French ports, and thereby
put an almoft entire ftop to their commerce. Some
of our thips took the little ifland of Dumet, which

. : proved
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-proved of -confiderable fervice to the fleet, by fur-
nithing a fufficiency of water, which had been hi-
‘therto been fent by tranfports from England at a
_ -great expence to the nation.
- In England great part of the fummer was em-
‘ployed in making preparations for a grand expe-’
‘dition. A confiderable fleet was equipped, and a
body of land forces was affembled to ﬁe put on’
-board ; bat all this ferved no other purpofe than
amufing the attention of the people ; for unfortu-
‘nately when this great armament, which had coft
near half a million in preparations, was juft ready
to fail, his majefty Geonge II. died ¥, upon which
the wholedefign was hid -afide. - ,
‘0 3 CHAP

* His majefty expited at the age of 77, after a reign of 34
years. ‘This event happened between the hours of-feven and
eight in the morning at Kenfington. He had rofe at his ufual
time without any apparent figns of indifpofition. He called his
_page, drank his chocolate,’and enquired about the wind, as if
anxious for the arrival of the mails, which had then been de-
tained in Holland a confiderable time. He opened his window,
and feeing it a fine day, faid he would walk in the gardens,
“This paffed while the page attended him at breakfaft ; but on
“leaving the reom he heard a deep figh, immediately followed by
a noife like the falling of a billet of wood from the fire, and,
returning haflily, found the king dropped down from his feat, as
if in attempting to fing the bell, who faid faintly, ¢ Call Ame-
¢ lia," and then expired. He was inftantly raifed and laid upon
the bed ; the princefs was called, who was told he was dead
upon her entering the room; but being a little deaf, and Ler
fpirits hurried by the alarm, fhe did not undeérfland what was
faid, and ran up to the bedfide, and ftooping tenderly over her
father, as thinking he might fpeak to tcr in a low voice, fhe
then firft difcovered he was dead: this fhiock fo fudden, fo unex-
pected, and fo violent, threw her.into ap agopy. His majefly.
. in
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in the fall received a fmall hurt on his temple, and his phyficians
and furgeons being fent for, came inftantly to his affiftance, but
without effe€t. An attempt was made to bleed him, but the
iffues of life were dried up. ‘

‘The caufe of a monarch’s death is always enquired into with
fuch minutenefs, that it may be thought neceffary to give the
following account of what appeared to the ferjeant furgeons on
opening the body. Onopening the belly they found all the parts in
a natural and healthy ftate, except that on the furface of the kid-
ney there were fome watry bladders, which, they faid, could not
have been at this time of any material confequence. On open-
ing the breaft, they obferved the pericardium, or bag, which
contains the heart, extraordinarily diftended, which was owing
to a large effufion of blood that had been difcliarged therein,
from a rupture in the fubflance of the right ventricle of the
heart. The quantity of the blood in the pericardiom was at
leaft a pint, the moft past of which was firongly coagulated.
The rupture of the ventricle, and the confequent effufion of
‘blood in the pericardium, was certainly the immediate caufe of
his fudden death. The brain, lungs, and all the other parts,
were in a perfe@ ftate. ‘This c.fe is faid by the faculty to be of
the moft extraordinary kind, becaufe he was of a healthy con-
"ftitution, unaccuftomed to excefs, and far advanced beyond that
period of life, when the blood might be fappofed to flow with a
dangerous impetuofity.—We will now proceed to his charaler.

King George was in his perfon well thaped and ere&, but he
wat rather below the middle fize. 'His complexion was fair, his
“nofe high, and his eyes large. His mein was majeftic; and he
" wore age fo extremely well, that time fat on his countenance
" with a grace; perhaps pot a little owing to his regular
way of living, which was temperate and extremely methodital,
In his temper he was fometimes fudden and violent ; however,
he was merciful, and, on numberlefs occafions, humane; he
has been cenfured as parfimonious, and this cenfure was not
" wholly without foundation. ¥n the chara&er of a- foldier he
“ appears with great luftre ; he loved war, ftudied it as a fcience,
correfponded on the fubjeét with fome of the beft officers in
Germany, and, above all, was perfonally brave. To fay he
was perte€tly acquainted with our conftitution, would, in the
opinion of iome men, be paying him as difputable a compliment,
as to fay he perte@tly knew our language. However it muft be
acknowledged, he was a thorough ftatefman with regard to the

affaiss
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affairs of Germany, It is true, his government feldom devi~
ated from the eftablifhed forms of law ; yet it was diftinguithed
by a clofe attention to the interefls of Germany, and his mind
marked by a ftrong affe&ion for that country, and his reign was
not lefs remarkable for German wars ; in all which Great Bri-
tain was conftantly plunged, either to trim the balance of power,
or enter into trammels for the defence of the protefiant reli-
gion. He lived to fee the {pirit of party extinguithed, though
it was not until the clofe of his reign, to enjoy the comfortavle
fatisfaction of having his family firmly and immoveably feated
on the throne, to experience the fulleft meafure of his peoples
affe€tion, and to fee the intrepidity of his arms and the power of
his kingdoms raifed to'a higher pitch of fuccefs and glory, than
it was once thought they could poffibly arrive at: when all thefe
were accomplithed, it was his earneft defire to fee an end of the:
war, his difpofition being naturally pacific. He was an enemy
to no religion ; he did not moleft the free and full exercife of the
powers of the human mind: among the many fe&s which di-
vide and compofe the people of Great Britain, this mildnefs and

toleration will endear a refpet td his memory, which
the followers of all opinions will not ceafe to pay: they will
Yikewife refpe@ him becaufe he reigned fo long, and they will
not forget that during his government they enjoyed many internal
bleffings, and if we axcept one momentary ftorm of war (the
teb;llion of the Scots in 1745) an uninterrupted feries of tran-

uility. .

B He was fucceeded on the throne by his grandfon George I11.
under whofe aufpices the people, in their firft and warm tranf-
ports of loyalty and zeal, feemed to promife themfelves more
than human felicity, . Their affe@ions were not mifplaced, be-
caufe the object of them & good and gracious; but in their
expectations they were difappointed. We ftand too near the
time to explain matters, therefore fhall lcave them to the future
hiftorian,’

04 CHAP.
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CHAP XVIL-
Affairs in Afia.

GENERAL Lally finding the tide of war
turning faft againft him, affembled all the
French troops at Arcot, about the latter end of 1759,
and refolved to retake Wandewath, as itwas a place
of the utmoft confequence to beth the French and
Englifh. Colone] Coote, determined to preferveit,
began a forced march for its defence. "The fiege,
however, was formed, and a hreach.made, ~be:§:e
col. Coote approached. On the z1ft.of January, -
1760, the Britith forces arrived within a {mall dif-
tance of the French, and it was relolved to give
them battle inftantly. The armies .drew up, and
" the firing began about-one o’clock. In lefs than an
hour the left wing-of the Frene¢h army was totally
routed by the bravery of major Brereton; upon
which their right wing precipitately quitted the field,
abandoning their camp, in which was found 22
ieces of cannon, tothe vi®ors. The French lof.m
this a&ion upwards cf §oo men. Ameong the pri-
foners -was brigadier-general Buffy, who had but
lately come from the kingdom of Bengal to rein.
force Lally’s army. The vanquithed fled firft to
Chittiput, and having colie&ed their fugitives, re-
treated in the beft manner they were able to Pondi- .
cherry. In a few days col. Coote laid fiege to
-Chittipat, and obliged the garrifon to furrender pri-
foners of war. Major Monfon was detached to re-
duce Timmery, which he effeted, and obliged the”
. garifon
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garrifon to forrender prifoners. ¥n the mean time.
col. Codte marched to Arcot, which place he be-
fieged, and by the roth of February compelled to-
furrender at difcretion. ) .

Thefe fignal fuccefles reduced the French to fo
Iow an ebb, that the chief inhabitants of their fet-
tlements and their military officers were on the verge
of defpair. Nothing could be a greater proof of
their diftrefs than their circulation of paper-money
to their dependents and commercial friends, undl 1t
was refufed: and in like agonies of extremity the
inhabitants of their few remaining fettlements were
.at different times obliged to deliver in their plate,
even to their fwords and fhoe-buckles, that they
might be coined into rupees, in order to maintain
the troops, who were grown intolerably mutinous.

When colonél Coote had finithed the conqueft of
Arcot, he was ordered to go to Bengal, where trou-

* bles were fuppofed to be again breaking out. Jaffier
Aly Cawn was far from enjoying the efteem of the
natives; and being confcious of this defect, he kept
a numerous army about his perfon, which ftill made
him more difagreeable; and as the natives of this
country- are extremely jealous of each others pro-
ceedings, befides there were ftill a great number of
adherents to the late Salajud Dowla. The Englith
indeed had not looked upon him in the fame favou-
rable light fince the affair of the Dutch as before ;
they had found he was prying and deceitful. When
colanel Coote began his march for Bengal, he left
the direGtion of affairs on the coaft of Coromandel
to major Monfon. This officer took the forts of
Allumparvey, Permacoil, &c. Afterwards he laid
fiege to Karical, while rear-admiral Cornith blocked. .
it up by feas This fortrefs, which is ninety miles-
O Loy {fouth.
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fouth from Pondicherry, was at this time the only
fettlement which the French had on the coaft of Co-
romandel except Pondicherry, and on that account
it was of the next importance. The fquadron
“bombarded it furioufly, while major Mafon, finding
it a regular fortification (built upon-the plan of Lifle
in Flanders) attacked it vigoroufly, andin a fhort
time obliged the garrifon to furrender themfelves

.prifoners of war. '
The French admiral M. d’Ache, who had failed
to the iflands of Mauritius, not only to repair the
damages he had received from admiral Pococke in
the engagements laft year, but alfo to take in fhip-
ftores and other neceffaries, refigned his command
to Count d’Eftain, and returned to Europe. His
fucceffor, inftead of going near the coaft of Coro-
mandel, fet fail with part of the {quadron to the
ifland of Sumatra, in order to deftroy the Englith
fettlements upon it, and he was fo fuccefsful in
this enterprize, that he ravaged, plundered, and
deftroyed almoft the whole coaft, with very little
oppofition. The little garrifons of the forts ‘Ben-
der-Abaffi, Mafcata, Nattal and Tappanopoly were
.made prifoners : at the laft mentioned place he met
with fome refiftance, and two or three fmall veflels
were taken under thefe forts. Count d’Eftain pro-
ceeded next to fort Marlborough, three miles eaft
from Bencoolen. Unfortunately, a little before he
approached, the Denham Indiaman had arrived
thcre.  Governor Carter perfuaded Captain Tryon
to ftay before the place, as the enemy were every
day expeted, and his force wodld greatly add to
the“ftrength, and he hoped, the fafety of the fort.
‘On the 2d of April, 1760, Count d’Eftain with
two fhips appeared before the. fort, and -as. one of
‘ - them

" . /
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them, full of men, bore down upon the Denham, it
was judged proper'to fet her immediately on fire, to
prevent her falling into the hands of the enemy ;
which was accordingly done, and the crew had juft

.time enough to efcape; they were kindly received
into the fort, where, with this addition, the num-
ber of Europeans did not exceed 300 men. On the
3d the enemy came to an anchor as near as pofiible
to the fortification, and as they at firft appeared
under Englifh colours, they continued them flying
till four o’clock in the afternoon, when they begun
to cannonade the fort for about two hours, and then
ceafed. The fire was returned, but notto do them
any damage, as governor Carter had only eight
uns which could ‘reach them. In the night the
%ort was abandoned, and next morning the enemy
landed without oppofition. Had they been attacked
during their landing, or in their boats, before they
§ained the fhore, . there is the greateft probability to
elieve they would have been defeated ; but the
arrifon had fled iato the country, and devoted them -
elves up to defpair; mean while the_enemy took
offeflion of fort Marlborough and the town of
Eencoolen. On the Good-Friday the fugetives fur-
rendered to the enemy, in order to avoid being cut
to pieces by the natives, which they had reafon to °
expect if they coniinued in that defencelefs condi-
tion.. The French commander promifed that their
. effe@is and private property fhould be fecured for
them,’ but his proceedings were quitc the contrary ;
he allowed his foldiers and failors, who came thither
in rags, to plunder and ranfack all the houfes, and
" put on the cloaths of the inhabitants, as well as to
fteal and . put on board the fhips all the moveable
. effeQts they could find. In June they were fent away
ta
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to Batavia, and from thence to Bengal ; but before
they arrived at this latter place many died of the flux,
occafioned-by the bad food which they had from the
French. :

Immediately after the furrender of Karical, major
Monfon began his march for Pondicherry, and came
within fight of this dernier refource of the French
. about tHe beginning of September. As Pondiche
was fortified by 2 boundary or chain of redoubts ar.d
intrenchments, it was determined to attack.thefe

firft, that a regular fiege might be carried on againft
the town itfelf. At day break on ‘the 1oth the
major, with a party of Highlanders, Janded from
the Sandwich Indiaman, and a party of Draper’s
and Ccote’s regiments attacked the fort of Ara-
cupong, about feven miles from Pondicherry: It
“was almoft inacceflible, being defended by a thick .
wood lined with cannon and a large battery. The
Highlarders attacked the enemy in the wood fword
in ﬁand, and drove them out ¢ the others referved
their fire till they came with'n fight of the French,
when giving them a full difcharge, they fled pre-
cipitately. 'T'te Highlanders cutthrough a hedge,
and rufhing upon the enemy’s cannon, feized them
immediately 5 but unforiurately major Monfon,
who Fad put himfelf at the head of - this little corps,
in oider to give greater fpirit ro the ation, received
a caLnin-fhot in " his thigh, which broke it. The
enemy perceiving the Englith in pofleffion of their
cannon abandoned the fort and fied to Pondicherry.
Of the 22 pieces which were taken, 16 or 17 were
loaded almoft to the mouths with fquare bars of iron,
at leait fix inches long, and lefler pieces of jagged
iron, &c. Major Monfon’s misfortune 'prevented
this advantage being made the beft ufe of at prefent ;
~ . but

-
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bnt cdlonel Coote -was no-fooner informed of thie
difafter, than he prepared to affume the command,
. and immediately began his march from Madrafs,

{which he had reached in his way to Bengal) for
Pondicherry. Inafhort time after his arrival the
eneémy were driven from all their outworks, and they
had not a fingle poft or fedoubt but what were with.
in the walls. He next formed the blockade, which
‘was done in fo effeCtual a manner; that there was
not the leaft communication between the inhabitants

. of the town and the natives of the country. His:

army confifted of no more than 3,500 Europeans,
and about 7000 fipoys. In the mean time the ad-
mirals Stevens and Cornifh, with the fleet, formed
the blockade by fea. .
" Thus was Pondicherry fhut up on every fide, fo
that it could not receive reinforcements or {upplies
from’ any part. Though no operations of a fiege
were yet carried on, nor the town in the leaft
prefled from any quarter, yet a great number of
deferters came from it, principally owing to the ge-
neral diflike, and even hatred, whieh was fthewn to
Monfieur Lally, the governar. He had fhot one of
his officers, and hanged two others, for murmurin

at his proceedings, which occafioned the number o

deferters to increafe confiderably. It cannot be

doubted that Lally was an excellent foldier, pof-
fefled great martial abilities, with an' enlivenin
wit, and a large fund of good fenfe ; but all thefe
qualities were obfcured in a favage ferocity of tem-
per, in which his mildeft cruelties feemed like
the tranfports of rage; pride was in him, perhaps,
carried tothe higheft pitch it ever was in any man: "
he defpifed every perfon that was below the cha-
racter
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iraler or dignity of a general, and his contempt of
mankind brought the contempt and deteftation of
.mankind on himfelf ; yet, withall thjs haughtinefs
_-of {pirit, he was a beaft in his perfon, and was fre- -
quently known to wear the fame fhirt, floekings
and flippers for weeks together. o
As the monfoon feafon was every day expefted to
fet in, colonel Coote thought it moft prudent not
to open any trenches againft the town, till the tem-
“peftucus and rainy weather was over, but only to con-
tinue a ftri& blockade, which he was {enfible muft
in time reduce the enemy to great hardthips by the
want of provifions. Thgre being fome fhips in the
harbour, which had got i at the beginning of the
year, admiral Stevens judged it neceflary to cut
them out, to prevent their efcaping to the iflands,
and returning to the garrifon with fupplies, which -
it was expeéted they would, as they were preparing
tofail. Accordingly on the 6th of Oober in the
‘evening the boats were manned and armed, and at
two o’clock next morning they rowed into the har-
bour, and attacked under the walls of the town the
Balcine, a French frigate, and the Hermoine, an
Indiaman, with fuch uncommon fpirit and alacrity,
‘that, notwithftanding the enemy’s crews made a vi-
gorous oppofition, and there was a warm fire of
oth ¢annon and mufquetry from the town, they.cut
their cables, and carried them off to the {quadron.
The feafon now beginning to grow precarious,
the admirals Stevens and Cornifh prepared to leave
the coaft of Coromandel during the monfoons, and
retire to the Dutch ifland of Ceylon, where they
could refit the fquadron, and fhelter it from the
ftorms which were expeted to come on, Agreeable
: . to.
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-to this tefolution they fet fail on the 23d, and com-
‘mitted the blocka e of Pondicherry by fea to captain
‘Haldane, with five thips of the line. By this time
the garrifon and inhabitants began to be in great
«diftrefs for provifions. Lally found means to con«
vey ‘an accoupt of his fituation and miferies to the
commander of the French fleet ; upon which feven
of the fhips failed away for the Cape of Good
‘Hope, and arrived there in December, in order to
e in eight months provifion for 16,000 men; but
as they did not depart -again till Janaary, it was
impoflible they fhould arrive at Pondicherry time
enough to give the garrifon any: relief. -

As to the operations of the fiege, the beft, and
indeed the only authentic account which has yet
. been received, 1s contained in colonel Coote’s letter
to the fecretary of ftate, which is as follows: ‘
¢ On the gth of November, fays the colonel, I
ordered a ricochet battery for four pieces of can-
non to be erefed to the northward, at about 1400
yards from the town, more with a defign to har-
rafs the entmy, than any damage we could think
of doing to the works at fo great a diftance. On
the 10th we began to land our ftores, and to pre-
pare every thing for the carrying on the fiege with
vigour. The rains being over by the 26th, I
imagined the diftrefles of the enemy might be
much augmented, and garrifon duty rendered
very fatiguing, if fome batteries: were eréted on
different quarters of the town: I therefore gave
diretions to the engineers to ci'tch on proper
places, at fuch diftances and in fuch fituations, that
the fhot from them might enfilade the works of
< the garsifon, and oar men and guns not to. be ex-

LI N S A A A I I I s
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¢ pofed to any certain fire of the enemy, Accer.
?fdngly th:'zﬂowin$batteriea were traced out, one
4 (called the Prince of Wales’s) for four gans, pear
< the beach on the north fide, to enfilade the great
¢ fireet, which runs north and fouth through the
¢ White town: one for four guns had two mortars,
- ¢ to the north-weft quarter, at 1000 yards diftance,
¢ to enfilade the narth face of a large counterguard,
¢ before the north-weft baftion, called the duke of
¢ Cumberland’s: a third, called Prince Edward’s,
¢ for two guns, to the fouthward, at 1200 yards
¢ diftance, to enfilade the fireets from fouth to north,
¢ fo as to crafs the fire from the northern battery :
¢ and a fourth to the fouth-weft, called Prince Wil-
¢ liam’s, for two guns and one mortar, at 1100
< yards diftance, in order to deftroy the guns in St.
¢ Thomas’s redoubt, and to ruin the veflels and
¢ boats near it. On the 8th at midnight they were
¢ all opened together, .and continued firing ull -day
¢ light. On gth the enemy kept up a warm
¢ fire on our batteries, without doing much damage
«<.to them. On the zsth admiral Stevens, with
¢ four fhips of the line arrived off Pondicherry,
¢ having parted company with admiral Cornifh and
¢ his divifion the 16th inftant in hard weather. On
¢ the 2gth a battery, called the Hanover, was be-
¢ gun, for ten guns and three mortars, to the north-
¢ ward, at 450 yards diftance from the town, againft
¢ the north-weft counterguard and curtain. -
¢ On the 1t of Jaouary, 1761, we had a very vio-
¢ lent ftorm.of wind and rain; it beganateighto’clock
¢ in the evening, and laited till bétween three and
¢ four the next morning. I gave dire8ions for the
¢ repairing our batteries, which the form hadalii
\ , * mo!
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moft ruined, and the-putting evefy thing into the
beft order our prefent fituation would admit.*
¢ On the 4th we had again the agreeable fight of
admiral Stevens. On‘the sth 1 attacked a poft
of very great confequence to the enemy, in which
were four twenty-eight pounders, called St. Tho-
nmas’s redoubt, and carried it without any lofs.
At day-light on the 6th 300 of the enemy’s gte-

-madiers retook if, owing to the officer command-
ing the redoubt nat being able to keep his Sipoys
‘together. This day ‘admiral "Cornith arrived ;
and as moft of the fhips which had been difdbled
were now refitted, the blockade of Pondicherry
was as compleat as ever. On the 12th, the Ha-
nover battery being repaited, keptup a very britk
fire, and greatly damaged the counter-guard and
baftion, .and made a breach in the curtain. On
the 13th, in the evening, I ordered a working
party ‘of 700 Europ¢ans and 4o0 Lafcars, with
the pioneers compaty, under the command of a
major, to the northward, where the engineers had -
traced out a battery- for eleven guns” and three
mortars. At eight -o’clock they began a trench
for introducing gabions of four feet high, which
were to form the interior facing of the battery.
At the fame time a parallel was begun, go yards
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# At this time many deferters came to the Englith camp, and
reporied, that fo preat was the 2ifirefs among the garrifon for
provificns, thata cat had been known to fell for 209, fterling,
and that half of a dog had been fold for 16, They had fup-
gorted themfelves a confiderable time on a cocoa- nut tree, the

cart of which they cut and boiled. A pint of rice fold for two
pagods or 16s. Their fire at prefent was very flow, but after
the gth it was tolerably britk. v

n
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¢ in the rear, of 280 yards long, and ap approach
* of 400 yards in length, Notwithftanding the
¢ moon fhone very bright, and the battery within
§00 yards of the walls, every thing went on
without the leaft difturbance from the enemy. By -
morning fix embrazures were in a condition to
receive guns, and the reft far agvanced. This
was called the Royal Battery. On the 14th the
Hanover battery kept up a conftant fire the whole
day, which entirely ruined the weft facé and flank
of the north-weft baftion. On the 15th the Royal
battery was opened, which by eight o’clock in the
morning filenced the fire of the enemy, and gave
usan opportunity of beginning a trench to con-
tain our Royal mortars and three guns, for the
more fpeedy demolition of the demi-baftion and
ravelin of Madrafs-gate. This evening colonel
Durre, of the royal artillery, the chief of the
Jefuits, and two civilians, were fent out by M.
Lally, with propofals for the delivering up the
garrifon.  On the 16th, at eight o’clock in the
morning, the grenadiers of my regiment took
pofleflionof the Villenour gate, and 1n the even-
ing thofe of Draper’s of the citadel. The coms
miflaries were immediately ordered to take an
account of all the military ftores found in che
lace.’ ) .
' l')I‘o this detail of the fiege we muft add one of
another circumftance which belongs to it, but is of
a different complexion. The admirals, animated
with zeal for the fervice they were on, renew.ed the
blockade of Pondicherry before the tempeftuous
_weather was over ; they knew fome of the enemy’s
fhips had been fent to the Cape of Good Hope to
take in provifions for the garrifon, and that they
. were
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-were fhortly expeCted on the coaft of Coromandel,
and were therefore refolved to have a fufficient force
to prevent any fuccours being thrown into the town.
Unfortynately on “the firft of January, about ten
o’clock at night, fuch a violent florm came on, that
admiral Stevens foon found it would be impoffible to
weather it out; therefore he ordered the fhips te
cut their cables and ‘put to fea; but the wind fhift-
ing a few minutes after, drove the Aquetain and
Sunderland, two 6o gun thips, on thecoaft, where
they foundered, and their whole crews, except 11
men, perifhed: the Newcaftle of. 50 .guns, the
Queenborough of 20, and the Protector fire-fhip,
“were alfo drove afhore and loft ; but moft of: their
crews were faved, as well as their cannon and
flores ; three other fhips were difmafted, but pro-
videntially the remainder of the fquadron did not
receive much damage, and part of it was entirely
out of the ftorm, though only. at ten leagues dif-
tance. Thefe were the fhips which left Ceylon after
admiral Stevens, and were now on their paflage to
Jjein him, which they did when he returned to Pon,
dicherry road, a day or two after the ftorm had fub-
-fided § and " their feafonable affiftance was of the
-utmoft importance at this critical time. The da-
.maged fhips were repaired as faft as poffible, and
~ ‘every thing on board the fleet put in a proper ftate
.of defence, in cafe of an attack from the French
-fquadron, whofe appearance they -every day ex-
petied. . ‘
_ As foon as general Lally was informed of the mif;
fortune which had befallen the Englifh fleet, he im-
mediately ordered a public thank{giving ; but with the -
cruelty of an-infidel, he ordered his garrifon to fire
at one of the wrecks which the wind dvove near the
: harbour,

-~
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harbour, left any body fhould be faved; in return
for which providence feems to have rewarded him
according to the defert of his inhumanity ; though
the beach was covered with the fhips provifions, any
of which would have been a comfortablé relief to
the diftreflfed garrifon, yet the ‘fea did not wath a
bit near the fort. At the fame time he difpatched a
letter to Monfieur Raymond, -the French refident at
Pullicat, which was intercepted by admiral Stevens,
and of which the following is a Jiteral tranflation.

Pondicherry, Fanuary 2, 1761.
¢ Mr. Raymond, ‘

¢ The Englifh {quadron is no more, Sir: out of
< the twelve Thips they had in our road, feven are
¥ loft, crew ‘and all; the four others difmafted
¢ and it-appears there‘is no more than one frigave
* -that ‘hath efcaped ; therefore don’t lofe an inftant
* to fend us chelingoes upon chelingoes loaded with
¢ rice: the Dutch have ncthing to fear now ; be-
¢ fides (according to the rights of the nations) they
* are onlyto fend us no provifion themfelers, and
*'we dre no'more blocked up by fea. - :

* The faving of Pondicherry hath beea in your
¢ power once already: if you mifs the prefent o
¢ portunity it will be entirely your fault: don’t for-
¢ get alfo fmall chelingoes: offer "great rowards: I
¢ expett feventeen thoufand morattoes within thefe
¢ four days. 1In'thort, rifque all, attempt all, force
¢ all, and fend us fome rice, fhould it be but half &
¢ garfe at a time. '

(Signe) ~ LALLY?

As letters of this kind might have been fent to
other perfons, which the admiral had not th;: good
ortune
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fortune to intercept, he immediately wrote and dif~
patched circular letters to all the Dutch and Danifh
fettlements, acquainting them, ¢ that notwithftand-
¢ ing the reprefentations of general Lally, he had
¢ eleven fail of his Britannick majefty’s fhips of the
¢ line, and two frigates, under his command, in con-
¢ dition for fervice, holding the blockade of Pondi-
¢ cherry; and as that place was clofely invefted and
_ ¢ blockaded by land and fea, and as, in that cafe, it
¢ was contrary to the law of nations for any neutral
¢ power to give them any fuccour or relief, he had
¢ determined to feize any vefitl or boat, that thould
¢ attempt to throw any provifions into that place.’

Lally, in certain expeéation of relief from the
French fquadron, allowed himfelf to be blockaded
within the town for eight months, till at length,
not having a morfel of any thing to eat, he was com-
pelled by famine to furrender. He made no kind of
articles for the inhabitants: the chief of the Jefuits
demanded of the colonel, that their effe®ts and
houfes fhould not be injured ; but that they fhould
have liberty to move or ftay as they pleafed, and
continue in the free exercife of their religion, with.
all their privileges preferved as heretofore. But he
returned no anfwer.

There were found in the place 67 pieces of can-
non, iron and brafs, lfg howitzers, Stgmortars, and
a large quantity of 'fhot, powder, fhells, &c. &c.
with mufkets for up'\?/ards of 50,060 men, and a pro-
digious number of piftols, carbines, fwords, bay-
onets, &c. &c. and great ftore of every other kind
of military neceflaries. But,. contrary. to. the ex-
pe&tations of fome, who fancied the town was rich,
there was ‘no tseafure found in it. I

' t
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It will be an eternal ignominy on Monfieur Lally’s
charalter, that when he marched out of the citadel,

the private men, and many of his officers, faluted

him with a loud hifs, and exprefled their avowed
hatred to his perfon by loading him with the mott
opprobious names. His commiflary, who had been
a dupe to his paffions, attempted to vindicate him ;
but he paid for his officioufnefs with his life: and
even Lally himfelf, had he not. at this inftant fled to
the Englith, would alfo have been affaflinated by the
incenfed foldiery *. The garrifon confifted of about
1450 men. The governor’s houfe and other edi-
fices were blown up; and the fortifications were
almoft wholly erafed, in the fame manner-as the
French had done at fort St. David in 17¢8.

CHAP XVIL
Conquef? of Belleifle, and naval tranfaltions.

PART of the fquadron, ‘which had lat year

been equipped for the intgnded expedition, were

employed in cruizing on the coaft of France, and -

afterwards were part of another fleet equipped for a
fecond expedition. The obje& of its deftination

- * At his arrival'in France his officers accufed him of mal-ad-
miniftration and other crimes, for which he 'was executed at the

Greve.
was
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was kept a profound fecret; but from many circum-
ftances .which have fince appeared, it is very evi-
dent, that it wasintended for the Eaft-Indies, in
order to reduce the ifle of Bourbon; but the oppo-
fition, which was at this time made to the meafures
of Mr. Pitt, retarded its failing till it was too late.
Then, and not till tben, it was propofed, rather than
lay the whole afide, as.was done laft year, to fend
it to reduce the ifle of Belleifle on the coaft of France.
The troops amounting to ten battalions, commanded
by general Hodgfon, were put on board the tran{~.
ports ; and the fleet, confifting of ten fhips of the
line, befides frigates, &c. commanded by commo-
dore Keppel, failed from Porifmouth on the zgth of
March, and on the feventh of April came to un an-
chor in the great road of Belleifle, where a difpo-
fition was made for landing the forces. The com-
manders having agreed that the defcent fhould be
made on the fandy beach near the point of Lomaria,
towards the fouth-eaft end of the ifland, a feint was
made to attack the citadel of Palais, while twolarge
thips convoyed the troops to the landing-place, and
filenced a battery whieh the enemy had there ereted.
‘This fervice being performed, the flat-bottomed boats
advanced to the fhore, and about two hundred and
fixty landed, under the command of major Purcel
and captain Ofborne ; but the enemy, who had in-
trenched themfelves on the heights, appeared fud-
denly above them, and poured in fuch a fevere fire,
as threw them into confufion, and intimidated the
reft of the troops from landing. Captain Ofborne,
at the head of fixty grenadiers, advanced with great
intrepidity fo near as to exchange feveral thrufts
. with the French officer, until having reccived three
thots in the body, he fell dead on the fpot. %da’:

. urc
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Purcel fhared the fame fate, which was extended to
feveral other officers. In -a word, this handful of
men being overpowered with numbers, were tatally
" souted, and either killed or taken prifoners ; o that
this aztempt, was attended. with the Jafs of near fivg
hundred- men,. including twofea-officers, and-ahous
fifty mariners belonging to the fhips that .endea-
voured to cover the landing. . This -difcouraging
check was fucceeded by tempeftuous weather, which
damaged- fome of the tranfports. When the wind
abated, the Pringe, of Orange fhip aof war failed
round the ifland, in order to {urvey the coaft, and
difcoves, if poflible, fome other place for difembar-
- kation; but the whole feemed to be' {ecured by
rocks and batteries in fuch a manner, as precluded
all accefs.. . - L
. Notwithftanding this unfavourable profped, an-
other fcheme was: laid, and the .execution of...it
crowned with fuccefs, On.-the 22zd .day of the
month in the morning, . the troops . were -drfpofed in
the -flat-bottomed bioats,. and rowed to different
“of the.ifland, as if they: intended to land in diffes
“yent places:, thus the attention of the enemy was
diftraQed in fuch a manner, that they knew nat
where to e : the defcent, and were obliged- to
. divide their forces.at random. - Mean while .briga.
dier Lambert pitched upon the rocky. peint of. Lo-
maria, where .captain Paterfon,. at the head. of
Beauclerk’s grenadiers,. and captain Murray, with a
detachment of marings, climbed the precipice with
aftonifing intrepidity, dnd fuftained. the fireof a
ftrong body of the enemy, untii they were' fup-.
ported by, the reft of the Englith troops, who: now
landed in great numbers. .TLhen the French aban-
-doned their batterics, andjreﬁrediwi;h.precipitati%n e
. ut
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but this advantage was not gained without blood-
fhed. About forty men were killed, and a confide-
rable number wounded; including colonel Mac-

" kenzie and captdin Murray of the marines, who

feemed to vie with the marching regiments in va-
four and afivity, and captain Paterfon of Beau-
clerk’s grenadiers, who loft -his arm in the difpute.
Monfieur de St. Croix perceiving that all the Englith
troops were difembarked, to the number of eight
thoufand men, recalled all his detachments to Pa-
Tais, and prepared for-a vigorous defence, his forces,
now joined by the militia of the ifland, amounting
to four thoufand men ~ﬁ;ffor fervice.

On the 23d of April, the Englith troops were
formed into columns, and began their march to-
wards the capital of the ifland. Next day general

- Hodgfon ordered a detachment of light horfe to

take poft at Sauzon ; “nd on the 25th a corps of in-

fantry took pofieflion of a village called Bordilla,

- -where they-began-to: throw up an intrenchment ;
but they were diflodged by a party of the enemy’s

iers: ‘the-'whole army, however, intrenchied

“atfelf in the néighbourhood. The artillery, and
--#mplements of fiege for breaking ground, being fill
"-6n board the ‘fleet, and the tempefinous weather
- rendering 4t impracticable to fend them- afhore, the
" French-gévémor feized ‘this-opportunity for ereétin,
* fix redoubts to‘tlefend the avenues of Palais; an

e

‘thefe weré finifhed with admirable fkill and -aQivity,

" before geéneral Hodgfon had'it in his power to com-
- mence his operations. All that he-could do, in-the

mean time, was to 'publith a manifefto, addrefled to
the inhabitants, declaring, that if they would put
themfelves under the proteétion of the Britith go- -
wernment, they fhould be ;"d“lggd with the free ex~
ercife

s
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-ercife of their religion, aud retain all the rights
_and privileges which they had ever enjoyed. ‘lhis
-aiurance produced a confiderable effect among the
. natives, a good number of whom immediately
_clofed with the propofal. The rext ft¢p the general
. took was to fummon the French commandant, whe
remained encamped under the walls of the citadel,
and declared he would defend the place to the laft
_extremity ; and indeed it muft be owned, for the
. honour of this gentleman, that, in the courfe of the
.-fiege, he performed every thing" that could .be ex-
pected from a gallant officer, .confummate in the art
" of war. About the latter end. of April, fome mor-
.-tars .being brought .up, began to play upon the
.~town, within the walls of which the enemy now re-*
_ tired ;.and at. this jun&ure Sir William Peere Wil-
.liams, a captain in Burgoyne’s.light horfe, was fhot
..by a French centinel, in reconnoitring their fitu-
~aton. He was a gallant young gentleman, of.a
. good family and great hopes, .confequently his fate
_was univerfally regretted. o ‘
The: befiegers groke, ground on:the.2d of May ;
but next night the trenches were attacked by.t{ne
. -enemy with fuch.vigour, .that the piquets on .the
. left were thrown into confufion. Major-general
. Crawford, who commanded in the trenches, rallied
the troops, and endeavoured toanimate them by his
- own example ; but on this occafion they did not a&
with their ufual fpirit : fome hundreds were killed,
_.and the major-general with his two aids-du-camps
fell into the hands of the enemy, who retreated
without having made any attempt ypon the right,
where the piquets flood ready to give them a warm
.reception. The damage they had done was next
. ~day repaired :-a redoubt was begun near the righ;
' T o
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-of their works 5 and from this period the operations
“of the fiege were profecuted with unremitting vi-
gout, notwithftanding 4 fevere fire maintained with-
out interruption, and a. fucceflion.of well-concerted
fallies, which were not executed withoyt a confide-
rable effufion of blood. o o
- Theengineers giving, it as their opinion that the
works could not be properly advanced, until the
French redoubts fhould be taken, the general made
_the difpofition for the attack, which began on the
13th at day-break. . A terrible fire from tour pieces
of cannon, and above thirty cohorns, was poured
into the redoubt on the right of the enemy’s flank:
then a detachment of marines, fuftained by part of
Loﬁdon’s're'gime’nt, advanced to the parapet, drove
the French from the works, and, after a very obfti-
nate difpute with their bayonets fixed, took poflef-
fion of the place. All the other five were reduced,
. ong after another, by the fame detachments, rein-
. foreéd by Colvil's regiment, under the command of
-colonel T'éefdale and major Netbit; and a confide-
"rable flaughter was :made .of the .enemy, who re-
tired into the citadel with fome precipitation. Such
was the ardour of the aflailants, that they entered
the ftreets of Palais . pell-mell with the fugitives,
madea good number of prifoners, and took poflef-
“fion of. the town, in which they found the French
. hofpital;; and fome Englith prifoners, who had beea
taken in different fallies. . o

. ‘The. Englith being now mafters of the whole
_ifland, except the citadel of Palais, bent all their
endeavoyrs to the reduction of this fortrefs, which
was very ftrofig, both by art and fi:uation, and de-
fended with uncommon courage and perfeverance on
_the fide of the befiegers. A Parallels were finithed,
ST ’ 2 “barricadoes
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‘barricadges -nrade, ‘and- batteries conftralted; afid
-an inceffant fire from mortars and artillery was md-
+tually maintained, by .might and by day, from the
13th of May to the z5th, when that-of the ‘enemy
began to abate. -In the courfe of -fuch defperate. fer-
vice a great many.men muft have been killed, and°
‘many died of diftemper. The ifland was in itfelf
-fo barren, and Monf. de St. Croix had.taken fuch
effeGtual precautions to remove its produce, that the -
:Englifh army -had neither freth provifien nor re-
frefhments, “except what was brought by fea from
Ergland. From thence, indeed, they ' were ‘tole-
rably well fupplied with live cattle: they were alfo
:reinforced by one regiment .from Portfmouth, and
‘znother from the  ifland of Jerfey. By the end of
- May a breach was made in the citadel ; ‘and not-
~withftanding the indefatigable induffry of the gar-
«rifon and the governerin ripairin‘gth'e damage, the
fire of the befiegers increafed to fuch a degree, thdt
igreat part of their defences was ruined, atid the
“breach practicable by the 7th-of  June, ‘whep Mon{.
de St. Croix, -being apprehenfive of a general af-
Aanlt, demanded a capitulation. e -obtained the
-moft henourable conditions, in confideration of *his
noble defence ; but the vi&tors loft near ‘2000 men.
- - Fhe Englith cruizers were -extremely faccefsful.
In‘Jartuary the Richmond frigate of 3z guns fell“in,
~with the Felicite, a French frigate of the.fame force
-off the coaft of Holland, and began a warm engage-
‘ment reéar Gravefande, about eight miles from the
Hague, to which place the prince of Orange, the En-
.glith and French ambaffadors, .and a great multitude
‘of ‘people, repaired to feethe fight. Inabout two hours
both fhips ran aﬂxﬁre; neverthelefs the -aftion was
senaintained, untit the French fled -from ‘their ‘quar-
, . o o tors,

’
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ters, . ana - abandoned their fhip, - which . was, ae
ftroyed, after having loft her captain-and about 100
men. The Richmond foop floated without any da

maged ; fhe had only three men killed and thirteen ,

wounded.
Captain Hood, .of. the. Minerva frigate, cryzing

in. the channel, met with the Warwick, an Englifh .

;an of war, taken by the French in the Weft-In
es,

and after an engagement of an hour obliged

The Minerva loft her mafts by the
men killed and 35 wounded.

...2 prize was. the fame. Soon ..

_ called the Entrepenant, ol
" for 44, was taken off th
. e vengeance frigate. In Apri

-

Pheafant, two French frigates, were -

In the Mediterranean, where

commanded, the Oriflamme, z

.40 guns and 370 men, was taken by

nant Cunningham, after a running

cugagement ot four hours and a half. The Ifis haﬁ
y four men- killed and, nine wounded : captair
Wheeler, who commanded her, was killed- in the
action. The’ lofs of the Ori

. and woynded was between 40 ana

two months after another exploit

a detachment from the fame {qua-

. in the Thunderer,. toge-

Thetis and Favorite floop, .

_ o crmze upon..the coalt of Spain,
with a view to intercept the Bouffon and Achilles,
$wo French men of war, whichlay in Cadiz: they
8t length ventured to come forth, and were defcried
by the Englifh cruizers.on the 1 6th of July. About

widnight the Thunderer came up with the Achilles.

ra

-
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which firuck after a warm engagemerit of half an’
hour; yet in this fhort action capt. Proby had 40
men killed and near 100 wounded. About feven in
the morning the Thetis engaged the- Bouffon, and”
the fire was maintained on bot fides with great vi<
vacity for half an hour, when the Mbdefte-ranging
up and ﬁrini a few guns, the French captain fub-
mitted. The Thetis and Modefte- fiiffered greatly” -
in their rigging and crews. s :

_ On the 16th of Auguft, the Bellona, of 74 guiis,
captain Faulkener, and the Brilliant of' 36, captain-
Logie, coming from Lifbon, fell in with off Vigo
the Courageux, a Frenth man of war of 74 guns, ‘and
two frigates of 32 guns each. The Bellona attacked:
the: Courageux, and after an engagement of three
quarters of an hour, obliged her to ftrike.- ‘She had
240 men and 100 wounded: *The Brittiant engaged
the frigates’s but foon after the -Céuragedx was
taken, they bore away. ~The Bellona had -only-fix
men killed and 28 wounded. The Brilliaht had’
five killed and 16 wounded: o -

In the Weft Indies, commodore: Holmes; ‘in thé
Hampthire, in company with the Centaur, attacked
the St. Ante, a  new Erench fhip of ‘war, gicrced'
for 64 guns, but on account of her being: heavily
izden - with coffee, indigo and fugar, had.only 2o
mounted, and tock her after a trifling refikance.

In the month ofJune the ifland of Dominique,
one of the neutral iflands ih the’ Weft-Indiés, was
attacked and reduced by & fmall ‘body of trodps;
under the commard of lord Rollo, 'who were con-
voyed thither from ‘Guadaloupe Sir - James
Douglas. They drove the’ French rém four in<
trenchments, one above another, on the - facé-of ‘2
‘ﬁeep rock, and made alt the French troops, with M.
de Longrie, their commander, prifoners of war.

' : CHAP
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CHAP XVIL

1 Affairs in Germany.
/

HE Prufians and Auftrians were for fome-

.1 timein a flate of total ina&ivity. The king
commanded in Silefia in oppofition to baron Lau-’
dohn, and his brother prince Henry in Saxony in'
oppofition to- count Daun. For feveral months
thefe four armies continued in their camps all ating
upon the defenfive. In the mean time a large-body
of Ruffians invefted Colberg. They had feveral
times attempted to take this place in former cam-
gaigns; but now they refolutely begun the fiege,
eing determined to take it at allevents. It was &
placeto them of the utmoft importance ; for, being
a fea-port, they could by means of it tranfport pro-
vifions from Ruffia to either their army in Branden-
burg or Pomerania; for want of which convenis
ency their troops, at the end of every campaign,
had been obliged to retreat into their own country.
‘The Ruffian fleet blocked it up by fea; but they
were foon after difperfed by a ftorm ; while their
troops, commanded by general Romanzoff, canno-
naded it by Jand ; but the Ruflians being unaccuf-
tomed to fieges, were from the beginning of Auguft
to the middle of December before they made any
impreflion on the place. At length, in fpite of
the rigour of the feafon, which they feemed to fet
at defiance, they maftered a fmall fort, which com.
manded the harbour ; upon which colonel Haden,
the governor, -finding the garrifon would bein dan:

P4 ger
ya
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ger of perifhing by famine, furrendered on the 17th
of December. During the languid and flovenly
operations of this tedious. fiege, the grand Ruflian
army, commianded by general Butterlin, entered
Silefia and' cannonaded Breflau ; but on the approach
of abody of Pruffians they. abandoned that work,
and joined the Auftrians. The affairs of the king
of Pruffia feemed. now defperate.. The-jun&ion of
two fuch powerful armies. feemed to threaten his
certain deftru&tion. However he was notabandoned,
by his ftratagems and courage. He fecretly de-
tached. a bedy of troops into Poland, where they,
burned three.of the Rufiian magazines; upan which.
Batterlin feparated from the Auftrians, and marched
to the proteétion of the reft. To make amends for,
this m&navre, baron Laudohn: formed a proje& foe
taking Schweidnitz by furprize. He picﬁcd out; a
number of his beft'men, and on the firft of O&on
ber, at_three in the morning, during a.thick fog,, -
he-ordared. them to advance to the place, where,
without oppofitian, they fixed their fealing laddex
and had-begun ta mount before they. were: 7
by thagarnion. The Auftrians refoluzely en
the town, ard, being well fupported,- ced
Pruffians with fuccefs on all fides, and at day-beast
obliged: general Zaftrow, the -governor, with hi
whole garrifon, to furrender prifoners of - war,
Their lofe in this affair was only about 600 men.
‘Thus did the Auftrians, tothe furprize of the whole
world, become fuddenly mafters of a very ftron,
and .important fortrefs, defended by a. garrifon g
3000 men, in which they found a vaft

meal and a numerous train of artillery.

in the public accounts this.is called a furprize ; yet
private opes, which are often mare true, affert it :”
1 Sy taken -

.
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taken by treacheiy; and there is reafon to believe it.
This affair obliged the king of Pruffiato change his

fition. He drew nearer to Breflau, and there put

is troops into winter-quarters. While-he was here,

the court of Vienna fet on foot a confpiracy againft
his life.  They engaged one baron de Warkotch,'a

manof fortune in Silefia, and one Schmedt, a prieft, .

toexecute their fcheme; which was, ¢ tofeize the king

¢ when he fhould come forth unattended, and con-

¢ vey him to the Auftrian camp.” The difcovery .
was made by ‘one of the baron’s fervants, who :was .

carrying a letter to Schmedt, and fufpeing the con-
tents, carried it to the king; upon which the baron

was feized ; but he afterwards found means to efcape ..
through a window : Schmedt alfo- found means to .
fly. Count Daun attempted nothing of confequence -
during the whole campaign: in Novemniber he .pat .
his troops into winter-quarters in the neighbourhood .
of Dreiden. Prince Henry by his well-regulated -
motions and watchful eye made head againft count
&:_Swedes,

Daun, the army of the empire, and
ambkept them allatbay, '

* 'fhe" allies opened the campaign in Feb'ruary,.,

‘The : Hereditary - Prince took Fritzlar, and prince -

Ferdinand pafhed forward in. a rapid manger to,re-

’

take ‘Caffel before the French army fhould be reini .

forced s buthe found it impofiible. The garrifon
was ‘numerqus, and held out vigoronily. ’amfo' en
Fre'n't‘h’afhr .

cominanded by the duke - de Broglio; .

»

appidachéel ; spon’ whidf bt-was obliged 1o raife -

,s ,‘q,
Rariffed: bt Grefe -armies, and ‘did them confide-

fable dama wpon which eircommandersioied -

Fs

e tird ‘reticd. A fecond Preach army way
ed-pirthie Lower Rhine ander the prince do -
siments of the allies for fome time -
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their armies, and refolved 30 give battle to prince
Ferdinand. Accordingly early in the mornming on
the 16th of July, whilehe was encamped at Hoen-
hover, they attacked his camp ; but he having in-
formation of their defign, geve them fo warm a re-
ception in all their atternpts to force his poft, as at
length obliged them to retire with the lofs of 4000
men ; the a%lies loft about 1200 men. This battle,
which the French diftinguifh by the name of Felling-
haufen, feperated their two armies. Jtwas a mif-
fortune to the French, that their generals could neve
. agree. There was a pique between Soubize an
Broglio at the time of this altion, in which each
wiihed to fee his coadjutor facrificed : had this not
been the cafe, the victory would not have beén fo
cafily obtained ; for after the battle prince Ferdi-
nand was not able to look Broglio's great army alone
in the face. That general, by dint of his predigious fu-
periority, and being flimulated to retrieve his late dif-
grace, took fome places, penetrated into Hanover, and
gained feveral little advantages ; but prince Ferdi-
nand by a forced march approached’ Caflel; which
obliged Broglio to draw off and: protect that plape
However the F rench general laid the whole conntry
under contribution. The ‘Hereditary Prince, in or-
gerto makereprifals, fcoured the country of Hefle, by
which he rendered it diffigult for the French agmy 19
fabfit. * At the fame.time Brqglig fent 4 detachment
to feize the ¢ity of Wq{f?’xgbm e, which was accor-
dingly. performed.  This dejachent thenlaid fiegg
w8 Brynfwick, wpon which'the’ Hereditary. Prince
quitted Helle, and fiew to die reliel of his fathep's
capital. The French bandoned fh¢ plage with fuch
precipitation on.hi aep.r?eehx.aS-t.O.kayg. IEH £RN~
. pon.and 500 men behind. [ Tn Septémbet epnn;e
e
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de Sonbize fent off a detachment, which feized
Embden and plundered Ofnabrug. Afterwards
they made an attempt on Bremen ; Eut the inhabi-
tants joining the garrifon, they were obliged to fly.
Broglio in the mean time lay entirely inadtive, and
prince Ferdinand’s army being greatly inferior, could
not undertake any thing offenfive, {o that the armies
of both nations went into winter-quarters without
any farther operations. \ S

CHAP.‘XIX,.'

A negotiation for peace. Refignation of M. .
. Pitt ; and rupture wit) Spain.

Y HE very great fuccefs of the Britith arms ha-
T ving reduced France to the loweft ftate of ad-
werfity, fhe fet on foot a negotiation for ‘Peacc: fhe -
-be‘gan by refufing the payment of her {ubfidies to

. shep: needy allies, particularly to Sweden, to whom
At was told that the exhaufted condition of France,
.which could be no longer concealed, made her un-
dble to-adhere to the letter of her engagements, and
that therefore fhe defired peace in earneft. The
:courts of Vienna and " Peterfburg then agreed with
-France to offer propofals to renew the thort negotia-
stion for peage, which had abruptly broke off laft year.
+Under the mediation of Spain, they delivered their
memotials. ip Leadon on the lak day of March. -

: .t vt a2t -t Their .
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Their propofals being accepted both Enﬁhnd “and)
Pruffia, acongrefs w§s appointed to :’e:hel at Aug-
fbourg. But the difplml between England -and
France being of a diferent nature to thefe among
the German pawers, it was agreed that they fhould
be previoufly fettled by a feperate negatiation. Ac-
cordingly minifters were fent from each kingdom,
Mr. Stanley went to France, and M. Bufley came to

*England. But France did not uuft to this.negotis
ation: fhe was fenfible fthe muft facrifice a great
deal 5 therefore fhe looked out for another refource,
and fhe found-one in Spein, with. whom fhe tam-
pered on the great power of the Englith in Ame-
rica, urging that the" Spanith colonies would lie at
the mercy of the Englifh, if the French power in
America fhould be wholly annihilated. The Spa-
nith minifiry took the alarm. They fancied they
faw danger. A treaty between France and Spain
was inftantly contluded and- figned at Paris on the .
25th of Auguft; purporting, that whoever fhould
declare war againft oue,. did at that inftant become
an enemy to the other : and they bound themfeélves
by mytual cath to affift each other in all wars offen-
five and defenfive ; they guarantied each others do-
minions ; and their natural born fubjes are to enjoy
all rights, privileges and immunities, &c. in both
kingdoms; and their ambaffadors- at all' foreign
courts. are to live in perfe& amity and affeciation. In
a word, it is a treaty of firm union and concord,
formed by ambitjon to-deftroy all balance of power,
and for ever to difturb the peace of mhnkind. This
is what is called the family compas?. It was con-
ccluded in fo fecret a manner, that not above one or

ierfons, except the figners, had for fome. time
mowledge of it, “The connexions beowoen

two
any
. . thefe
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thefe “two branches of the houfe of Bourbon were
not rivetted, when Mr. Pitt difcovered the intene
tions of Spain to affit France. It was, when the
plaa of the feparate negotiation between England
and France had been fettled; when every thing that
huiman wifdom could forefee had been happily ar-
ranged and fixed, in laying the bafis of the treaty,
that the machinations of France and the defigns of
Spain were difcovered. M. Buffy delivered a me- .
morial, fignifying that the catholic king defired to
fettle his differences with Great Britain at the fame
time that France did*. Mr. Pitt’ inftantly took the

* Sp:in demanded the reflituticn of. fome captures made on
ber flag: a privilege to fith on thebanks of Newfoundland ; and
the demolition of the Englith fettlements in the bayof Honduras,

It is propes to obferve, that in the conferences between Mr.
Pitt and- M. de Buffy, the Britith minifter, with a digniry and
fpirit be@ming his charater and the greatnefs of his nation, al.
w3ys treated him fhort : he faid little, and wbat he faid was al-
ways final: he left no room for prevarication ; and when it wag
attempted, he conftantly withdrew: he difrufied the fincerity of
Bufly’s intentions, and the integrity of the French court,: The
French agent was thus deprived of coming at the fecrets of Engr
1and, which long conferences and chance expreffions might give
$him fome intimation of. M. Bufly then fet bimfelf to work
another way. He found other perfons who received him with
affability. =By his courtefy and addrefs he made himfelf agree~
sble tothem. Here he employed his dexterity, He threw into
a farcaftical light every virtie of thofe who were for_makipg -
the'moft of our advantages; he convested refolution, firmgefs,
and intsepidity, into quixotifm, obftinacy, and infolence; dig-
nity into pride, and manly boldnefs into baughty prefumption,
Bufly found Mr. Pitt had enemies : to them he gave this doc-
trine, and they fpread it abyoad with uncemmon induftryg
they wrote with a malignity that would difgrace the pens of the
loweft dregs of mapkind, ) .
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alarm : he faw the infincerity of France; and he re-
je€ted with difdain the offer of negotiating ¢ through
¢ an enemy humbled, and almoft at his feet, the
¢ difputes of his nation, with a power atually in
¢ friendfhip with us.” He returned this offenfive
memorial as wholly inadmiffible, and' declared that
any further mention of it would be looked upon as
an affront to the crown, ‘and incompatable with the
fincerity of the negotiation. At the fame time be
difpatched a meflenger to lord Briftol, the Englifh

inifter at Madrid,' to remonftrate with energy and
fitmnefs, the unexampled irregularity of that court.
The Spanifh miniftry vindicated their proceedings
with France, and infinuated their attachment to
that kingdom. Mr. Pitt was now confirmed ; he
clearly faw the fecret views of Spain; and he faw
that the artifices and expreflions of friendfhip for
Great Britain; were only made ufe of to conceal
thofe views, till the Spanifh treafure from the Weft-
Indies fhould be arrived, and then the king of Spain
would declare himfelf. The unfeafonable interpo-
fition.of Spain was the true caufe of the negotiation
breaking off. All.other matters might perhaps have
been fettled. Mr. Pitt by it received an incurable
fufpicion of the defigns of France and Spain. After
which it was impoffible to bring things to an happy
iflue.; therefore the two minifters returned to, their
refpetive courts in the month of September. . .

Mr. Pitt inftantly prepared for war. He. was
fully fatisfied Spain iad'refolved to aflift France. He
had received intimation, if not a copy of the tregity
of union between them : he faw the defigns of Spain
on Portugal. He refolved-to prevent both ; not by
the cautious and tardy fteps of -an ambaffador ; -but
- bythecarly appearance of our commanders in chief,
at
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at the head of a great {quadron, on the coaft of
Spain, categorically demanding the fulleft fecurity
and fatisfafion of friendfhip and neutrality ; and if
he refufed, inftantly declaring inveterate enmity ; and
being armed with the force of the nation, begin to
deftroy ; to ftrike terror into the bowels of Spain ;
to intercept the treafures, and thereby cutting the
Spaniard off from his nerves and finews of war,
precipitate him into his own fnare. This was a vi-
gorous refolution, fuch as is rarely to be met with,
and fuch as will be an illuftrious and eternal monu-
ment of Mr. Pitt’s Penetration and fpirjt, becaufe
time proved the reftitude of it. . At this time he
was befet by opponents: he had of late met with
frequent oppofition to his fchemes ; therefore, when
he propofed this meafure, he declared that ¢ this
¢ was the time for humbling the whole houfe of
Bourbon ; that if this opportunity were let flip,
it might never be recovered; and if he could not
prevail in this inftance, he was refolved that this
was the /a/ time he fhould fit in that council. He
thanked the minifters of the /late king for their
fupport ; faid he himfelf was called into the mi-
niftry by the peaple, to whom he confidered him.:
.felf as accountable for his condut ; and he would
no longer remain in a fituation which made-him
refponfible for meafures he was no longer allowed
¢ to guide.” In this grand and leading motion he
was fupported by lord Temple ; that nobleman had
been his fellow compatriot and coadjutor from the
beginning of his adminiftration, and continued fo
to the end: all thereft oppofed it. . He now faw his
influence in the ftate entirely at an end. He re-
{olved on sefigning: his motives for it were fair and
?99;4’;: they were, as he knew himfelf able t6 an-
wer and account for every part of his conduét hi-
thcrto,‘

A AR A A AR & A A
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therto, he thought this the propereft ‘time to refign .
his-truft, when he could no-longer be ufeful in th
execntion of it; but muft either obftru¢t and em-
barrafs the meafures carried on by others if he op-
fed them; or facrifice his own fame and honour
" he concurred in them .contrary to his own. con-
viftion, and what he apprehended to be the intereft
of his country. Mr. Pitt and lord Temple imme-
diately refigned, September 5, and they gave to
his majefty their reafons in writing. The king ex-
prefled his concern for the lofs of Mr. Pitt, and of-
fered him any rewards in the power of the crown to
beftow. To have refufed would have been infult.
Next day an annuity of 3000l. was fettled on him,
and a title was conferred on his lady and her iffue.
Never was 2 penfion fo well beftowed, nor nobility
fo truly merited. : :
On the refignation of Mr. Pitt, the earl of Egre--
.mopnt was appoiated fecretary of -ftate. The ear} of
Briftol, the Britith ambaflador at Madrid, was or-.
dered to demand an explanation of the fecret treaty,
which had been lately ratified between France and
Spain ; and to declare that a refufal would be confi-
dered as a declaration of war. ‘'The Spanifh court
had already taken all their meafures in concert with
France, and only waited for an opportunity to pro- .
voke Greit Britain to a rupture ; therefore they re-
plied, that fuch a ftep could only be fuggefted by
the fpirit of haughtinefs and difcord, which reizaed
jn the Britith government; that it was in that very
moment the war was declared, and the earl might '
yetire when and how he pleafed. Accordingly the .
earl was recalled ;"and the count de Fuentes, the
Spanith ambaffador at London, prepared to fet out.
for Spain ; but firft he, on the 25th of Deceinber;
i o . : ~ delivered ..

I e S
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delivered 2 papet to lord Egremhoht; in: which the;
anfwer of the Spanifh court was repeated, and the/
conduét of Mr. Pitt: fo- falfely and indecently ar-:
raigned, that many people: temed it,. the Spasi/e>
momarch's declaration of war againft the perfom. of:
William Pitt, - . Lo

CHAP XX

War diclared by Great-Britain againfi Spain, and
by Spain againft. G'rmt-Btitam,._ &, . Por-
 tugal invaded, ~ Expedition to the Havannak.. .

AL L’ marks of friendfhip with Spain being now
4 at an end, the firft -tranfaltion in the year
2762 was-the declaring of war againft that Ttrowny
which was: done in the folfowing words: ™ =

His Majsfj’s declaration of war againft the king of
Spain. .

GEORGE R.

. The conftant obje@ of our attention, fince our.
. acceffion to the throne, has been, if poffible, to put
an end to the calamities of war, and to fettle the
public tranquility upon a folid and lafting founda-
tion. To prevent thefe ealamities from being ex»
tended ftill farther, and becaufe the moft perfect har-
mony between Great-Britain' and - Spain is, at all
times, the mutual intereft of both nations, i; has
. ) ’ een
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beén our earneft defire to maintain the friteftamity- *

with the:king of Spain, and to accommodate the
difputes between us and that crawn in.the moft ami:
cable manner. . This objeét we have fteadily purfued,
notwithftanding the many - partialities fhewn by the
Spaniards to our enemies the French, during the
courfe of the prefent war, inconfiftent with their
neutrality ; and moft eﬂ'ir:‘i:l Pm‘:{;}’“" been
given -of the friendfhip -of the -coure
of Great-Britain.for the king of Spain and his fa-
mily. After a condu& fo friendly, and fo full of

good faith, onour partj.it 'was a mateer of great’

{urprize to us, to find a2 memorial delivered on the
23d day of July laft, by Monfieur Buffy, minifter
lenipotentiary of France, to one of our principal
ecretaries of ftate, exprefly relating to the difputes
between us and the crown of Spain; and declaring,
that if thofe obje&s fhould bring on a war, the
French king would be obliged' to take part therein.
Qur furprize was‘encreafed, when, afterwards, this
unprecedented and offenfive flep, made by a power
in open war with us, was avowed by the Spanith
minifter to our ambaflador at Madrid, to have been
taken with the full approbation and cqunfeat of the

king of Spain. - T
But as this avowal was accompanied with tha-moft
becoming apologies on the part of the king of Spain,
and with affurances, that fuch memorial never would
have been delivered, if it had been forefeen that.we
fhould have looked upon it in an offenfive light ;
" apd that the king of Spain was at liberty, and ready,
to adjuft all his differences with Great-Britain, with-
out the intervention or knowledge of .France : .and
foon after.we had the fatisfattion to be infoymed by
our ambaflador at Madrid, that the Spanifh minifter,
taking notice of the reports induftrious fpread of an
; . , approaching
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approaching rupture, had acquainted him, that the:
king of Spain had, atno time, been more intent on:
culuvating a good correfpondence with us; and as
the Spani 'amiaffador at our court made repeated
declarations to the fame effet, ‘we thought ourfelves:
bound in juftice and prudence to forbear coming to
extremities. J -

But the fame tender concern for the welfare of
our fubjeéts, which prevented our accelerating: pre-
cipitately a war’ with Spain, if it could poflibly be
avoided, made it neceflary for us to endeavourto-
know with certainty,what were theengagements and
real intentions of the court of Spain. Therefore,
as we had information that engagements had been:
lately contraéted between the courts of Madrid- and
’Ver};illes ; and it was foon after induftrioufly fpread:
throughout all Europe, by the minifters of France,
that the purport of thofe engagements was hoftile to*
Great-Britain, and that Spain-was on the-point of
entering into the war ; we dire€ed our ambaflador:.
to defire, in the moft friendly terms, a communica--
tion of the treatiés ldtely concluded between France:

“and Spain ; or of fuch articles thereof as immedi-’
ately related to the interefts of Great-Britain, if any-
fuch there were; or, at leaft, an aflurance that there'
,were none incompatible with the friendthip fubfifting-
between us and the crown of Spain. Our concern:
and aftonifhment was great, when we léartted, that,
fo far from giving fatisfaction upon fo reafonatle an -
,ép'plicatfon, the Spanith minifter had declined an-
fwering, with reafonings and infinuations of a-very’
hoftile tendency ;- and as, at the fame time-we had
intelligence, that great armaments were making in'
Spain, by fea and- land, we theught ‘it abfolutely
neceffary to try, once more, if a rupture could be
o Ta avoided:

' .
\
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avoided: we therefore directed. our. ambafiadar - to-
ak in afirm, but friendly manner, whether the court-
of Madrid intended to join the French, our ene-

mies, to. at hoftilely againft Great-Britaig, or ta,
depart from. its'neujrality ; and, if he found the
Spanith minifter aveided to give a_clear anfwer, to
infinuate, in the moft decent manner, that: the re»

fufing or avoiding to anfier a queftion fo reafonable, .
could only arife gom the king of Spain’s having al-

ready engaged, o refolved to take part againit us,,
and muft be Jooked upan.as. an gvowal of fuch hof-

tile- intention, and ‘equivalent to a declaration of
war, and that he had orders immediately to leave -
the court of Madrid. , ,

The peremptory refufal by the court-of. Spain to .
give the leaft fatisfaltion, with regard to any of thofe
reafopable demands on our part, and the folemn de..
claration at the fame time made by the Spanifh mi-
niflter, that they confidéred the war as then aCually
declared, prove to a demonftration, that their refo.-
lution to att offenfively was fo abfolutely and irrevo-

" aably taken, that it could not be any longer dif-.
fembled or-denied.  The king of Spain,, therefore,
having been induced, without any provocation on .
Qur, part, to confider the war as already commenced
inft  us, which has in efefltl Bfgeu ?‘zl;redhat

id ; we truft, that by the blefling o i

~ God;on the juftice of oury caufe, andg by th‘:ngﬁ%.-
tance of. our loving fubje@ts, we fhall be able to de-
feat the ambitious defigns, which have formed this

upion between the two branches of the houfe of -
Bourbon; have now begun a new war; and portend
the moft dangerous confequences to all Europe.
Therefore we - have thought fit to declare, and do
bereby declarg war againft . the faid king of Spain d

o ) and .
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-and we will, in purfuance of fuch declaratign, vi-
goroufly profecute the faid-war, ‘wherein the honouor
. -of our crown, -the welfare of our fubjets, and the
_profperity of this nation, which we are detefmined
at all " times with-oar utinoft -power to preferve-and
-fupport, are fo greatly concerned. e
And we do hereby will and require our generals
.and commanders: of .our. forces, our commiflioners
for executing the office of our high admiral of
-{Great-Britain, our lieutenants of -oun feveral coun-
ties,- governors of our forts and garrifons, and all
-ether officers- and . foldiers under them, by fea and
land, to do.and execute all aéts.of hofility, in the
_profecution of this ‘war, againft the faid king of
Spain, his vaffals and fubjec:s, and to appofe their
.attempts ; willing and requiring all eur fubje@s to
take notice of the,K fame; whom we hencefarth
ftrictly forbid to hold any correfpondence and com-
munication. with the faidking:of Spain and his fub-
_je&ts : and we.do hereby command our-own fubjeéts,
~and advértife all other  perfans, of :twhat nation {o
* ever, ‘not to tranfport or carry anyfoldiers, arms, '
powder, ammunition, oo other contraband goods,
0o any of the territories, lands, plantations, er
-countries of the:faid king of Spain, the fame being
taken, fhall be condemned as good and lawful prize.
And whereas there may be remaining in our king-
~doms diversof the fubjeéts of the king of Spain, we
do hereby-declare our royal intention to be, That
.all the Spanifh fubje&s, who fhall demean themftlves
-dutifully towards us, fhall be fafe in their perfons
.and effes. :
Given at our court at St. James’s, .the fecond
-day of January, 1762, in the -fecond year
i -of our reign. B o
' GOD fave 'the Kina. :
‘ Tte
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. The ‘}i}zg of $pqin’: declaration of awar, awbich was
.. .publifbed.at Madrid on the 18th of Fanuary.
v Tuae Kine, - ' .
i ;2 Although I have already taken for a declaratian
of war by England againft Spain, ‘the inconfiderable
‘ftep-of lord- Briftol, the Britannick king’s ambaf-
~fador. at my cowt, when he demanded of Don
"Richard Wall, my. minifter of ftate, what engage-
- ments I had contrated with France, making this the
t conditionr of his: demand, or rather adding: this
1 threat, That if he did not receive a categorical an-
- fwer, he would leave my court, and take the denial
" for an aggreffion :. and though,. before.this provo-
- cation wasreceived, my patience was tired out with
c fuffering and beholding, on many occafions, that
sthe Englifle goverhment minded no other law, but
-the aggrandifement of their nation by land, and
- univerfal defpotifm by fea: I was neverthelefs defi-
. yous to fee'whether this menace would be carried into
- execution ;. or . whether the court of England, fen-
. fible of the inefficacy of fuch methods towards my
- dignity and that of my crown, would not employ
= others that fhould be more fuitable to me, and make
. me overlook.all thofe infults. But the haughtinefs
of the Englith was fo far from containing itfelf
within juft bounds, that I have juft learned that on
. the 2d inftanta refolution was taken by the Bri-
~ tannick king in council, to declare war againft
- 8pain. Thus feeing myfelf under the hard neceflity
-of following this example, which I would never have
ﬁiven, becaufe it is fo horrible and fo contrary to
umanity, .I' have ordered by a decree of the 15th
-.inftant, that war fhould likewife be immediately de-
clared, on my part, againft the king of England,
. - . o . his



{.343) 1762
.-his kingdoms, eftates, and fubje@ts ; and that in
confequence thereof, proper orders fhould be fent to
all parts of my dominions, where it fhould beng-
_«ceflary, for their defence and that of my fuhjeds,: as
well as for a&ting offenfively againft the epemy.: - ;
For this end, I order my council of war to take the
. requifite meafures that this,declaration of, war -may
be publilted at my court;iand in my kingdoms,
with the formalities ufual upon-fuch occafions ; and
that in confequence all kind of hoilities may be .
. exexcifed .towards the Englifh; that thofe of them
who are not naturalized in Spain may leave my
kingdoms ; that they may carry on no trade there ;
and that only thofe who 2re employed as artizans
-may be fuffered to remain: that for the futare my
. fubjets may have no dealings with thofe of Eng-
land, nor with the eftates of that crown, for any of
-their produltions or fitheries, particularly .cod, or
-their manufaGtures or merchandize ; fo that the in-
hibition of  this trade may be underitood to be, and
may be in fa&, abfolute and effetive, and ftamp.a
wvicious quality anda prohibition of fale on the afore-
.-faid effe@ts, produttions, fitheries, cod, merchan-
dize, and manufa&tures of. the dominions of Eng-
Jand : that no veflels whatfoever, with the above-
_ mentioned effes on board, may be admitted into
. .my harbours, and that, they may not be permitted
to be brought in by land, being illicit and prohi-
‘bited in my kingdoms, though they may have been
. brought or depofitei in buildings, baggage, ware-
houfes, fhops, or houfes of merchants or other pri-
vate perfons, my fubjefts or vaflals, or fubjeéts or
vaflals of provinces and ftates with whom I am in
< peace or alliance, or have a free trade, whom, ne-
yerthelefs, Iintend not to hurt, or to infringe the
: © peace,

.
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peace, ¢he liberty, and ptivilege which they enjoy,
by treaty, of carrying on a legal trade in my king-
-doms with their lz;ps, and ‘the proper and peculiar
- produdions of their lands, proviaces, and conqueits,
or the produce of ‘their manufaltories. =~ ¢
~ T alfo command that all merchants, who fhall
have in their pofleflion any cod, or other fith or
- produce of the dominiens of England, fhall in the
fpade-of fiftcen days from the date of this decla-
ration, ‘declare the fame, and deliver an account
" “thereof, either at ‘my court, or elfewhere, to the
officers who thall ‘be appointed by the marquis de
Squilace, fuperintendant-general of my revenmues,
“that the'whole may be ferthcoming ; and fuch of
"the faid effeéts of which a lit fhall ot - be o deli-
~vered in the {pace of fifteén days, fhall be imme-
diately confifeated; twomonths, and no more being
“allowed, for the canfumption of thofe which thall
“‘bedeclared ;' after-which time the merchantsfhall be
+obliged to carry thefaid effédts to the cuftom-houfes.
' and, where there is no cuftom-heufe, to the houfes
-that fetve inftead thereof, that they may -be pub-
~Jackly fold by an ‘officer or officers nomindted for
that end, -or, if none fhould be appointed, by ‘the
- judges, who thall give the produce of the fale'to
* the proprietors;; but nene of the faid merchandizes,
prohibited in the manner juft deferibed, fhall re-
turn to their warcheufes or fhops.-

I have given a feparaté¢ commiffion; with all the
neceffary powers, to the marquis .de Squilace, fu-
perintendant-general-of ‘my revenues, that in that
quality he may fee’that this prehibited trede be ‘not
{uffered, and that he may immediately iffue fuch-or-

* ‘ders and inftru@ions as he fhall think neceffary for
this important-end ; taking cognizange, in the - firft
. inftance,




(345) . 1762
“inftance, in perfon, and by his fub-delegates, of the
difputes which thali arife on occafion of this contra-
band, with an appeal to the council of finances in
the hall of juftice; except however what relates to
contraband military ftores, arms, and other effetts
belonging to war, particularized in treaties of peace,
the cognizance of difputes on thefe articles belong~
ing to the council of war and the military tri-
bunals. :

And I command that all that is above be obferved,
executed, and accomplithed, under the heavy pe- -
nalties contained; in the laws, pragmatiques, and
royal cedules, iffued on like occafions in times patt,
which are to extend alfo to all my fubjects, and the
inhabitants of my kingdoms and eftates, without
any exception, and notwithftanding any. privileges ;
my will being, that this declaration of war thall
come as foen as poflible to the knowledge of my
fubje&s, as'well that they may guard their perfons
and effefts from the infults of the Englith, as that
they may labour to moleft them by naval armaments,,
and by other methods authorized by the law of arms.
Given at Buen-Retirg, Jan. 16, 1761.

N - I rue KING:

The king of Spain had no fooner declared war .
againft Great-Britain, than he refolved to invade
Portugal; for to the crown of that kingdom he
haid claim. Perceiving in the king of Portugal
fome partialities for the Englifh, he, in conjun&ion
with the French, required by feveral memorials,
that the king of Portugal join in the confederacy
againft England, and that Spanifh " troops be ad-
mitted into the principal towns and ports of Por-
tugal. The Portuguefe monarch repeatedly de-

. QL fired .
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fired to continue in his neutrality ; but that was not
allowed him. ‘The king of Spain inftantly de-
nounced war by the following declaration : ‘

The king of Spary’s declaration of war againft Portugal.
Neither my reprefentations, founded in juftice and utility,
nor the fraternal perfvafives with which I accompanied them,
thave been able to alter the king of Portugal’s blind affetion for
the Englith, His minifters, engaged by long habit, continue
obftinate in their partiality, to the great prejudice of his fubjects ;
and I have met with nothing but refufals, and been infulted by
_his injurious preference of the friendfhip of England to that of
Spain and France. Ihave even received a perfonal affront by the
srrefting of my ambaffador, don Jofeph Torrero at Eftremos,
who was detained there in violation of his chara&er, after he had
been fuffered to depart from Lifbon, and had arrived on the fron-
tier, in virtue of paffports from that court; but notwithftanding
fuch infults were powerful motives for me to keep no longer any
meafures with the king of Poitugal, neverthelefs adhering to my
firft refolution -of not making an offenfive war 4gainit the Portu.
guefe, unlefs forced to it, I deferred givihg orders to my general
to treat them with the rigours of war ; but having read the edié¥
" of the king of Portugal of the.18th of laft monthy in which,
mifreprefenting the upright intentions of the moft chriftian king.
and myfelf, he imputes to us a pre-concerted defign of invading
his dominicns ; and orders all his vaffals to treatus as enemies,
and to break off all correfpondence with us both by fea and Jand ;
and forbids the ufe of all produions coming from our territories,
confifcating the goods of the French and Spaniards, and likewife
ordering them to Jeave Portugal in a fortnight ; which term,
however ftraight, has been fusther abridged, and many of my
fubjedts have been expelled, plundered, and ill-treated, before
the expiration of it. And the marquis de Sartia having found,
that the Portuguefe, ungrateful to his goodnefs and moderation,
and the exactnefs with which they have been paid for, every thing
they have furnifhed for miy troops, ‘have proceeded fo far as to
excite the people and foldiery againft myarmy, fo that it' would.
be dithonourable to carry my forbearance any farther. For thefe
caufes I have refolved, that from this day my troops fhall treat
Portugal as an enemy’s country, that the property of the Portu-
guefe fhall be confifcated throughout my dominions, that all the:
Portuguefe fhall leave Spain in a fortnight, and that all commerce.

with them fhall be prohibited for the future, Tt
) h Decree,
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Decréey or declaration of way, iffued by order of bis Portug.ucfe
v majefly againft Spain, .
Whereas the ambaflador of Caftile, don Jofeph Torrero, in
conjuné®ion with don Jacob O'Dunne, minifter plenipotentiary
of France, by their reprefentations, and the an(wers I have given
thereto, it appears that one of the proje€s agreed on between the
aforefaid powers in the family-compaét was, to difpofe of thefe
‘kingdoms as if they were théir own, to invade them, to occupy
them, and ufurp them, under the incompatible pretext of affift-
ing me againft enemies, which they fuppofed for fuch, that never
exifted ; and whereas different general officers of his catholic
majefty have fucceflively, fince the joth of April laft, fpread
various papers through my dominions, prefcribing laws and
fap&ion to my fubje&@s, iavading at the fame time my provinces
with an army divided into various bodies, attacking my fortified
places, and perpetrating all the aforefaid hoftilities, under pre~
tence of direfting them to the advantage and glory of my crown,
and of my fubje@s, and in fuch light even the catholic king
hilng‘df has reprefented the cafe to me ; and whereas, notwith-
ftanding all thefe contraditory and unheard-of motives, an of-
* fenfive war has been made agzinft me, contrary to truth and
juftice, by the aforefaid two monarchs, through mutual confent :
Ihave ordered it to be made known to all my fubjects, that they
hold all difturbers or violators of the independent fovereignty of °
my crown, and all invaders of my kingdom, as public aggreffors
and declared enemies ; that from henceforward, in natural de-
fence, and neceflary retortion, they be treated as aggreffors and
declared enemies in all and evéry fenfe; and that to opprefs
them in their perfons and effedts, all military petfons and
others, authorifed by me, made ufe of the moft executive means
_ which in thefe cafes are fupported by all laws; and that in like
manaser, all faid military and every other perfon or perfons, of
whatever rank, quality or condition they be, quit all communi-
cation and correfpondence with the faid enemies, under the pe-
nalties decreed againft rebels and traitors, I likewife order that
* all the fubjeéts of France and Spain, that refide in this city, or
in: the kiogdoms of Postugal and Algarva, retire within the pre-
* cife term of 15 days, to reckon from the day of the publication
of this decree, otherwife they fhall be treated as enefnies, and
their effeéts confifcated ; and that in all the wet as well as dry
ports of this kingdom, all con and ication ceafe
with the aforefaid moRharchies of France and Spain, and all fruits,
. Q2 manufaures,
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manufaltures, or goods of any kind, of the produce of the faid

hies, be deémed coritraband, and the entry, fale and ufe
of them be prohibited. Ordered that this decree be affixed and
tranfmitted to every county, that it may come to the knowledge
of all my fubjefts. I have given orders to the intendant ge-> -
nerel of the police to grant paffports to all the aforefaid, who
have entered thefe kingdoms, bona fide, on their bufinefs, that
they be permitted to retire unmolefted. ‘ : :

Palace of Noffa Senhora da Adjuda, 18th of May, 176s.
With the rubrick of his majefty. -
Publithed 23d May, 1762.

ANTONIO Luiz De Coxpxs:

As by the family compa& no one could be the
enemy of either France or Spain, without being an-
enemy to both, France, agreeable to this engage-
ment, Jikewife declared war againft Portugal.,

Tbe French kipg’s declaration of war againfi Portugal,

The king and the catholic king being obliged to fupport a war -
againft England, have entered into reciprocal engagements to
curb the exceflive ambition of that crown, and the defpetifm
which it pretends to ufurp in every fea, and particularly in the
Eaft and . Weft Indies, over the trade and navigation of other
powers.

Their majefties judged that one proper ftep for attaining this
end would be, to invite the'king of Portugal to enter into their
all-arice. It was natural to think that the propofals which were
mazde (o that prince on this fubjet, in the name of his majefty
and of his catholic majefty, would be readily accepted. This
opinion was founded on the confideration of what the moft faith-
ful king owed to himfelf and to his people, who from the be- °
ginning of the prefent century havagroaned under the imperious
yoke of the Englith, Befides, the event hath but too clearly
thewn the neceflity of the juft meafures taken by France and
Spain with fegard to a fufpicious and dangerous neutrality that
had all the inconveniences of a led war,

The memorials prefented to the court of Lifbon on this fubje&
have been made public: all Europe hath feen the folid reafons of -
juttice and conveniency, which were the foundation of their de-
mand on the kingof Portugal: to thofe were .added, on the
part of Spain, motives of the moft tender friendfhip and aﬁl::cyh.

. which .
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which ought to have made the ftrongeft and moft falutary im-
preffion on the mind of the moft faithful king, .

_ But thefe powerful and juft confliderations were fo far from
determining that prince to unite with his majefty and his ca-
_tholic majefty, that he abfolutely rejeCted their offers, and chofe
to facrifice their alliance, his own glory, and the good of his
people, to his unlimited and blind devotion to the will of Eng=
land, - . .

Such condu& leaving no doubt concer‘ning the king of Portue
gal’s true intentions, the king and the catholic king could con-
fider him, from that time, only as a dire&t and perfonal enemy,
who under the artful pretext of a neutrality which would not be
obferved, would deliver up his ports to the difpofal of, the Eng-
1ifh, to ferve for fheltering places for ‘their fhips, and to enable
them to hurt France and, Spain. with-more fecurity and with
more etfe&. )

. Neverthelefs, his majefty and his catholic majefty thought it
their duty to keep meafures, with. the moft faithful king ; and if
_the Spanith 'troops have entered . Portugal, this invafion, which
‘was become indifpenfably, neceffary, was not accompanied with
any declaration of war ; and the -troops have behaved with all

. the circumfpeétion that could be required even in a friendly and

neutra] flate. 5, ’ o N

All this moderation has been thrown away: the king of Pore
tugal hath juft now declared war in form againft France and
Spain,” This unexpefted ftep forced the catholic king to make.
the like declaration againft Postugal ; angd the king [of France]
can no longer defer taking the fame refolytion, ,

Independent of the motives which are common to the two
monarchs, each had feparate grievances to alledge againft Por-
togal, which of themfelves would be fufficient to joftify the ex~
tremity to which' their majefties fee themfelves with regret ob-
liged to proceed. . . .

Every one knows the unjuft and violent attack made by the
Englifh, in 1759, on fome of the [French] king's thips under
the cannon of the Portugueze forts at Lagos. His majefty de«
manded of the moft faithful king to procure him reftitution of
thofe fhips: but that prince’s minifters, in contempt of what was
due to the rules of juftice, the laws of the fea, the fovereignry
and territory of their mafter (all which were indecently violated
by the moft fcandalous infra&ion of the rights of fovereigns and,
of nations) in‘anfwer to the repeated requifitions of the king’s

c - U3 “ambaffador

-~
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ambaffador on this head, made only vague fpeeches with 2n air
of indifference that bordered on derifion.

At the fame time, the court of Lifbon, pretending to be ig-
norant that fovereigns, who hold their rank of their birth only
and the dignity of their crown, can never permit, under any pre-
text, any potentate to attempt to infringe prerdgatives and rights -
belonging to the antiquity and majefty of their throne, hath pre-
tended to eftablith, without diftin&tion, an alternative of prece-
dence between all the ambaffadors and foreign minifters about’
the king of Portugal. The king, being informed by his ambaf-
fador of the notification that had been made to him of this extra~
ordinary and unexampled regulation, fignified in writing to the
moft faithful king his juft diffatisfallion ; and his majefty de-
clared, that he would never fuffer any.attempt to be made to di-
minith the right effentially inh in the reprefentative cha-
sa&er, with which he is pleafed to honour his ambafladors and
minifters. ) . . :

However juftly the king was authorifed to exprefs, at that
time, his difpleafure on acconnt of thefe grievances, and feveral
other fubje@s of complaint which he had reccived from the court
of Portugal, his majefty contented himfelf with recalling his
ambaffador, and continued to keep up a correfpondence with the
woft faithful king, which he very fincerely defired t6 render more
intimate and more lafting, . L :

‘That prince, thereforé, can only blame himfelf for the cala-
mities of a war, which he' ought, ¢n every account, to have
&voided, and which he hath been the firft to declare.

" ' Hivoffers to obferve an exaét neutrality might have been lif-
tened to by the king and the catholic king, if paft experience had
not taught them to guard againft the illufion and danger of fuch
propofals, L :

1n the beginning of the prefent century, the court of Lifbon
was very forward to acknowledge king Philip V. of glorious me=
mcry, and contraéted fcrmal engagements with France and
Spain: Peter I1. whoat that time filled the throne of Portugal,
feemied to enter cordally into the alliance of the two crowns:
but after diffemblirg his fecret intentions for three years, he broke
all his promifes, and the neutrality which he had afterwards fc-
licited, and which, in a letter to the republic of the united pro-

- vinces he had even advifed her to embrace, and joined the ene-
roies of France and Spain. The fame confidence, and the fame
ducurity,” on the part of the two crowns, i the prefent Rate of
: - A things,’

~

.
’
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things, would undoubtedly have been followed by the like de-
fection in the court of Lifbon. -

United to the catholic king by indiffoluble fentiments of tender
friendfhip and common interefts, the king hopes that their united
efforts will be favoured by the God of hofts, and will in the end

- compel the king of Portugal to .conduét himfelf on principles
more conformable to found policy, the good of his people, and
the ties’of blood which unite him to his majefty and his catholic
thajefty.

The king commands and enjoins all his fubjefls, vaffals, and

rvants, to fall upon the fubjeés of the king of Portugal ; and
éxprefsly prohibits them from having any communication, com-
merce, or intelligence with them, on pain of death ; apd accor-
dingly his majefty hath from this day revoked, and hereby re
wokes, all licences, paflports, fage-guards, and fafe-conduéls,
contrary to thefo prefents, that may have been granted by him or
his lieutenant: generals, and other officers ; declaring them null
and void, and of no effe&t; and forbidding all perfons to pay any
yegard thereto, And whereas, in contempt of the X Vth article
of the treaty of peace betwetn France and Portugal, figned at
 Utkecht, April 1», 1714 (and by which it is exprefsly ftipu-
lated, ¢ That in cafe of a rypturedbetween the two crowns, the
¢ fpace of fix months after the faid rupture thall be granted their

- l{xbjeé'fs refpeively to fell or temove their effeéts, and with-

¢ draw their “perfons if they think fit*) the king of Portugal

Bath juft now ordered, that all the French whoare in his king-

dom fhould leave it in the fpace of fifteen days, and that their

effets fliould be confilcated and fequeftrated ; his majeity, by
way of juft reprizals, commands, that all the Portugueze in his

ominions fhall, in like manner, leave them within the fpace of
fifteen days from the date hereof, and that all their effets fhall

ke confifcated, C

. Verfailles, June 20, 1762..

" ‘Before any of thefe declarations were publithed,
it had been refolved in. England to fuccour the king
of Portugal ; therefore a number of troops were
embarked as foon as poffible ; and as there was. no.
gcneral, either Englith or Portuguefe, that was fup-
pofed to poffefs fuch military talents, as could en-
title him o the inveftiture of the chief command,
e Q4 that
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that high rank was conferred on the count La Lippe
Buckebourg, an officer in the allied army, and rec-
koned a moft fkilful engineer. ~ On the other hand,
the French affembled 12,000 men for the affiftance
of Spain. But they never entered: the field time
enough for attion. The Spanith army being neareft
to the devoted fcene, entered Portugal the begin-
ning of June, confiting of 56 battalions and 45
fquadrons, under the command of the marquis de
Saria. They made themfelves mafters of Miranda,
Braganza, Torre di Moncorvo, and Chaves, with-

out much lofs or oppofition. They demdlithed the

fortifications of the two former cities, and left a
frong garrifon in the latter. They divided their
forces, which were in the province of Tros-os-
Montes, into three parts: the principal bedy was
encamped near Miranda: the fecond, confifing of
5000 men, at Torre di Moncorvo: the third of the
fame. number at Chaves. Another bedy of 8eco
men entered the Portuguefe frontier near Almeyda..
‘This ‘corps fuffered by defertion, and its detached

parties’ were often repulfed by the militia of the
country. . The fummer months in that warm climate
being unfavaurable to military expeditions, the Spa--
niards could do little more than chaftife the peafants
of the country, whofe natural averfion avercame the
outh’of obedience which they had taken, and who
did every thing in their power to cut off the convoys
of provifions defigned for their camp. Thefe pea-
fants, and the Portuguefe companies called auxili~
aries, however were eafily defeated and difperfed.
At laft the Spaniards formed the fiege of Almeyda, a
frontier town in the province of Tras-os-Maentes. On
the 25th of Auguit this fortrefs was furréndered, after
‘a fiege of only nine days, and before a pra&icabcl;

' ' brea
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breach had been made, by the governor Alexandro
de Palleres Ccello de Brito, for which he was after-
wards put under confinement at Coimbra; 1500
regulars and 2000 peafants were permitted to retire
with the honours of war, an condition of not bear-
ing arms for fix months. A great number of can-
non and a large quantity of ammunition were found
in the place. The Britith troops, who had been
landed in Portugal fome time, but on aecount of the.
fummer months could not a&t, began now to take
the field. On the 27th of Auguft general Bur--
goyne, with part of his regiment of light dragoons,
- pufhed into the Spanith town of Valenga d’Alcantara
fword in hand. The guards'in the fquare were all-
killed or made prifoners before they could ufe their.
arms.  After the hody of the Britifh regiment was
come up and formed in the fquare, fome defperate
parties attempted an attack ; but they were entirel
‘cut to pieces. 'The general gave no quarter to thofe
who fired fingle fhots from the windows. = At laft
he forced fome priefts through the town to declare to
the people, that he was determined to fet fire to it
at the four corners, unlefs all the doors and windows
were inftantly thrown open: This menace had the.
defired effect, The gartifon, confifting aaly of 82,
inftantly furrendered. The reft had been deftroyed.
General La Lippe, who command the grand army
of Britifh and Portuguefe, took poft at a fmall dif-
tance from Lifbon, and ftrongly occupied all the
roads and avenues leading to that capital, in order
to prote& it. The prince of Mecklenburg Strelitz,,
who had emba:kecr for Portugal with the Britifh
troops, was by his Portuguefe majefty complimented., .
with the command of a regiment. In the mean
time Jord Tyrawley, who had been commander of
e T Q5 the
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the Britith troops, refigned, upon a difference be.,
tween him and the court of Lifbon, and was fuc-
ceeded by lord Loudon. On the other hand, the

Spanifh general, the matquis de Sarria, folicited and

obtained his difmiflion, and the count-d’Aranda was
appointed general in his room. On ‘the 28th of
. September the Portuguefe abandoned-Celorico: the

Spaniards afterwards took poflefion of Penamacor,

Salvaterra, and Segura.’ In the fecond of thefe

places was a garrifon of 400, which capitulated on;

condition of not ferving for fix months, Early in_

Otober the Spaniards made themfelves mafters of”

the defile of St. Simon, and of Villa Velha, a’

Moorith caftle near the Tagus. The latter was.

fupported fofome time by general Burgoyne acrofs .
the river. A few days after colonel Lee, with 400
men, chiefly Britifh, attacked.the Spanith eneamp-
ment near Villa Velha, ‘burnt fome magazines,
fpiked up fix pieces of cannon, brought off 6o-
shules, a few prifoners, and a quantity of valuable
baggage. The heavy rains falling at this time pre-
vented the operations being -carried on, and by the
time the feafon was ad¢anced for renewing the
~work, the preliminaries of peace were figned, which
put an end to war ; but it 1s believed the Spaniards
would never have matde much progrefs in Portugal 5 .
for they were in great'want of provifions and fo-
" rage, and being in a mountainous part of the coun-
try, could get-none from Spain: befides thefe dif-
advantages, they were expofed to the vigilant and
vigerous attacks of the Britith troops, under the di-
reciion of an officer of experience and abilities.

In England great atténtion was paid in the {pring
of the year to the equipping a'grand expedition,
The fleet confifted of 1g thips of - the line and aboug

" 5 : s 18 frigates -
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1% frigates, &c. commanded by Sir George Po-
cucke, with 150 tranfports, having on board 10,000
troops, under the command of lord Albemarle.
‘Thefe being deftined againft the Havannah, pafied
through' the old ftreights of Bahama, bztwéen the
27th of May and the sth of June. On the yth'of
- June the troops: were landed, without oppofition,
between two forts on the rivers Bocanao and Coxi-
niar, about fix miles to the eaftward of the Ha-
vanoah; Captain Hervey in the Dragon filenced.
Coximar caftle, and enabled the army t> pafs that
rtver unmolefted.  On the 8th a fmall corps, under
colonel Carleton, repulfed and difperfed the Spanith.
regiments of Edinburgh dragoons, two companics
of grenadiers, and many officers, together with a .
body of militia on horfeback, the whole amounting
tonear 6000 men advantageoufly pofted upon a
rifing groand between the Britith army and the vil-
lage of Guanamacoa. On the 11th the fort of Cho-
a (on the welt fide) was abandoned by the Spa-
niards, after baving been battered by the Belleiile,
captain Knight; -and colonel Carleton attacked a re-
doubt upon the' Cavannos (an hill above Moro
caitle) which he carried with litile refiftance and
lofs: a poft was eftablifted here under the name of
the Spanifh Redoubt. ' By the' 12th the Spaniards
had funk three fhips of the linein the entrance of the-
harbour’s mouth, by which it was efectually blocked
up'and fecured. On the 15th adetachmentof 1200
men under colone! Hewe, and 8co marines under.
the majors Campbel and Cotiins, were landed and
. encamped - at Chorera, about feven miles to the
wéftward of the Havannah, wherethey engaged the.
- attention of the enemy and proved of confiderable:
fervice, After-the previous and neceffary prepa-
: : rations

P
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rations were compleated, which employed the time.
of the army from the 12th of June to the ift of
July, the artillery began to play upon Moro cafile.
The enemy landed on the 2gth of June two detach-
ments two detachments from the Havannah of oo
men each, confiting of grenadiers and chofen -
troops, together with armed negroes and mulattaes,
to interrupt the befiegers in their operations. One
of thefe detachments marched upon the right under
the Moro; the other upon the left. neat the lime-
kiln, where the befiegers had raifed one or two bat-
teries to remove the fhipping to a greater diftance,
which had annoyed them confideratly: the piquess
and advanced pofts repulfed thefe detachments,
wounded many, and killed or ‘took prifoners 200
men, with the lofs only of 10 men killed and
wounded on their fide.. On the firft of July the
Cambridge of 8o guns, Dragon of. 74, and Marl-
+ barough of 66, all under the command of captain- -
"Hervey, attacked the north-ealt part of Moro
caftle for the fpace of near fix hours, when they
were called off. The two former thips received
geat damage from the height of the fort, whilft
e fort itfelf fuffered very little from their fire.
This attack divided the attention of the garrifon,
and enabled the army to obtain a fuperiority of guns
on the land fide. Captain Goofiry of the Cam-
bridge was killed in the beginning of the engage-
men-, and his place was fupphed by captain Lindfay
of the Trent, wha acquitted himfelf with -honour
during the remainder of the alion. The conduk
of captain Campbell of the Stirling Caftle was cen-
fured by captain Hervey, and ordered to be exa-
mined into by a court martial: 42 feamen were
killed and 140 wounded in this defperate fervice.
. ' Captain
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Captain Mackenszie of the Defiance brought the :
Vengenza frigate of 26 guns, and the Marte of 18,
out of the harbour of Port Mariel, .after fome firing.
All but 2o men had left them. The harbour of .
Port Mariel is about feven leagues to theleeward of .
Charera, and was afterwards taken pofleffion of by ,
Sir George Pococke as a place of fecurity for the .
thipping againft the dangers of the fezfon, in which
he was at that time advanced. A fchooner loaded
with coffee, and bound from Hifpaniola to New
Orleans, fell into the hands of the cruizers belong-
ing to the fleet. . On the 2d of July the grand bat- :
tery caught fire, and the labour of § or 600 men
for feventeen days was deftroyed. Had not this
accident intervened, the caftle would probably have
been reduced in a fhort time. On the 11th the .
merlons of the grand battery again caught fire, and :
the whole was irrepara.bly confumed. -Amigdft thefe -
difficulties, and the . uninterrupted cammanication
which the caftle maintained with the town of the -
Havannah and the thips, together with the nature
of the foil which was all y, and the confequent
neceflity of carrying on all the approaches above
ground, the fiege proved a work of time. From
the 17th to.the zzr the befiegers proceeded againft
the Moro by fap and mines. About four in the
morning of the 22d, fifteen hundred men made a
fally from the Havannah, divided into three -
ties; two of thefe parties were repulfed and driven
back into the town; the third retreated without
venturing upan an engagement. Lieutenant-co-
lonel Stuart of the goth regiment, at the head of -
30 men only, fuftained the attack of one of thefe
pacties for an hour, when-he was fupported by about
100 fappersand the third battalion of Royal Ame-
N B © pcans,

ra
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ricans; The Iofs of the Spaniards was' computed
at near 400 men in killed, drowned and taken :
that of the Britith troops ameynted to about o
killed-and wounded: -brigadier Carleton was among
the latter. On thie 26th a two decked Spanith mer- -
chaut.fhip was funk by an howitzer ; and on the 28th-
a {arge merchant thip was deftroyed by lightning in.
the harbour. 'The works-were continued from the -
24d to the- 30th, and the ufual advances were made,
fiop by fteps and on -the z0th two mines were
fprung ; one in the counterfearp, the otherin the-
right baftien ; the latter had- the moft confiderable. -
cfR@; and made apratieable breach. Orders were
immediately given for the affault. Twenty-two of: -
fiders, Ii ferjeants, and 281 rank and file; com- "
manded:
the goth regiment, together with 150 fappers under
a eaptain’s-command ; all fuftained by 17 officers,
14-férjeants; and 150 rank-and-file, making in the
whole 49 mens mounted with the greateft refo.
lution, formed expeditioully on the top of the -
breach, drove the enemy from every part of the
" ramparts; and planted -his majefty’s ftandard upon,
the ‘baftion. - Thus- fell Moro caftle after a fiege of
2g-days. Of the Spaniards, don Louis de- Ve=
lafeo, eaptainof the Reyna, colénel and commander
in‘chief of the caftle, was mortally wounded in de-
fonding the colours fword in-hand ; a brave officer,.
defervedly regretted both' by friends and enemies 3
theé marquis Gonzales, -captain of the Aquilon, co-
lonet and fecond in command in-the caftle, was
kiMed ; their lofs in -the. affault’ amounted to 343
killed or droewned; 37 wouanded; and:326 made -
prifoners; in all 706. The 16fs of the Britith troops .
was trifling, confitting in~r¢kﬂ1edand28‘womnd8:!i~ :
: : ' : n

~

y the gallant lieutenant-colonel Stuart' of - -
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On the 10th of Auguft in the morning, the batte-.
ries being prepared to play from the Cavannas on
the eaft fide, and ground being ready to be opened;
op the weft fide, lord Albemarle fummoned the go-;
vernor of the Havannah to capitulate, who returned-
a_civil butrefolute apfwer ; the next day, the artil-.
lery men and failors filenced, in about fix hours, all, -
the guns in the Panta Fort and the north baition of
the town. 'The governor hung out a white flag and ;
beat a parley. The capitulation was figned on the
13th, by ‘which the.town of Havannah with all its
dependencies furrendered. to his. majefty’s arms ; all .
fhips in the harbour, 4/l money and effeQs .avbai- -
eper belonging to the king of Spain; all the artil-

lery, arms, ammunition, and naval ftores without
" referve, and all the catholic king’s flaves, were to-

be delivered up to Sir George Pococke and lerd Al- .
bemarle ; the regular troops, failors, and. marines, )
all making part_of the gasrifon, were to be tranf~ -
ported to the neayeft port of Qld Spain- at the ex~ .
- pence of his Britannic majefty, and the militia were -
to deliver up their arms to the commiffary appointed
to receive them. The Tigre, Reyna, Soverano, .
Infante, and Aquilon, of 70-guns, the America, .
Conqueftado, San Genaro and Santo Antonio, .of
60 guns, fell into the hands of the conquerors; the .
Neptuno of 70, the Afia of 64, and the: Europa-of
60, were funk in the entrance of the harbour; there
were two more fhips of war on.the.ftocks, and fe- .’
veral merchent thips.. The:regulars who. capitulated
were compofed of the fecond regiment of Spainy -
the fecond regiment of Arragon, the Havannah. re.
giment, artillery companies, Edinbargh and Ha- -
vannah dragoons, amounting to 936, exclufive of :
~ the prifoners on boayd the men of war, and the ﬁcﬁ

: an
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and wounded on fhore. In the courfe of the fiege,
the lofs of the Britith troops confifted in 11 officers,
15 ferjeants, 4 drummers, and 260 rank and file
killed ; -19 officers, 49 ferjeants, 6 drammers, and
§76 rank and file wounded ; 39 officers, 14 ferjeants,
11 drummers, and 63z rank and -file dead of di-
{feafes and the climate ; and one ferjeant, 4 dram-
mers, with 125 rank and file miﬂing; 4 officers,’
1 drummer, and g1 rank and file died of their
wounds. The whole ameunted to 1822. The of-"
ficers of note were, the licutenant-colonels Thomas,
Gordon, and Leith; the majors M’Neil, Mirrie,
and Ferron ; the captains Suttie, Tyrwhict, Schaak,
M’Donald, Menzies, Crofton, Windus, and Gore-
ham, dead ; captain Strachey &illed; brigadier Car-
leton and the captains Balfour, Morris, Speadlove
' and Gordon, evounded. Three hundred and ﬁfty-
one pieces of brafs and iron ordnance were found in
the Moro caftle, Punta, and the town of Havannah. *
Major-general Keppel commanded the attack of the
-Moro caftle. Sir George Pococke, commodore
;K:;pel, licutenant-general - Elfiot, in particular ;
, in general, every officer, foldier and failor,
carried on the fervice with' the greateft fpirit and
zeal. The feamen chearfully aflifted in landing’
kcanno' f:f and ortin;in;e {hi)rgs, gl;a'nning batgc;ics, ma-
ing fafcines, and fu the army with water.
Thg unanimity whicip iy:ggﬂ:ed between the army
and fleet cannot be better deferibed than in Sir
George Pacocke’s own words: ¢ Indeed,” ¢ fays he,
¢ itis doing injuftice to both, te mention them as
¢ two corps ; fince each has endeavoured, with the
¢ moft conftant and chearful emulation, to render it
¢ but one ; uniting in the fame principles of honour
‘and glary for their king -aad country’s ferv’}g;; :
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This capture of 12 great fhips of the line (including
the three which were funk) befides two men of war’
on the ftocks, three frigates, and anarmed ftorefhip,
was a more {evere. blow to Spain than that which the
felt from England in 1718, when Sir George Byn
and capt. Walton-took or burnt off cape P ani
'0a the coaft of Sicily, one thip of 74 ti;ms, oné of 70,
four of 6o, two of 54, ome of 44, three of 4, one
of 36, one of 30, and one of 24; inall 15: and
if the fitustion of the Havannah, and the treafure
found in itare confidered, perhaps it may be fafely
affirmed, that the Spaniards have not fuffered fuch
2 fenfible and humiliating lofs fince the defeat of
their celebrated.armada. The narrow pafs between’

" the town and caftle having been clofely watched, a2’
letter was intercepted from the governor of the for-
mer to the governor of the latter, defire him to
maintain himfelf in the pofleffion of the caftle, and
exprefling his own inability to make any defence.’
After the caflle was gallantly.taken by affault, lord

Albemarle acquainted the governor of the town, -
that he had been well informed of the weak ftate of” -

the. place, and that it would fave much bloodfhed
to furrender ; this was refufed, Lord Albemarle’
' gfterwards fent his own letter to him, which imme~-

diately brought on the general capitulation. -

-
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Nawal tranfaéiions. ’

_ON the 4th of February the Afteon, one of ads
} miral Rodney’s {quadron, fell in with off Tox
bago, and took a large Spanith ftorethip, of 8oo
tons burthen, laden with cannon, powder, fmall
arms, and ordnance flores for la Guayra. On the
11th of the fame month the Boutin, a French Eaft
Indiaman, coming from Mauritius, was taken by
the Blonde man of war: fhe was laden with coffee
and pepper, which fald for 23,0001. On the 13th
of March, a Spanith fri of 26 guns and 300
men, called la Ventura, fell in with, off cape Tibe-
xone, the Fowey man of war of 24 guns and only
434 men. - She was coming from the Havannah,
and had been paying- the Spanith troops at Porto
Rico and St. Domingo. The engagement havin
continued an hour and a half, both thips fheered o
torepair their damages, which being done they be-/
gan again ; but it now being dark, they. only ex~
changed a few broadfides. At .day-light in the
morning the Fawey bore down an the Spaniard, and
engaged her witk more fury than before. The dif~
ute was long and” well maintained : at length, at
f paft eight, the enemy ftruck. She was re-
duced to almoft a wreck, and the Fowey was no lefs
damaged ; for when the Ventura ftruck, neither
ﬁf had a boat that could fwim, or tackles left to
ft- one’ out with. Both fhips made the beft of
their way to Jamaica. The Spaniards loft between
40 and 5o men, and the Englith about 20. On
the 3d of April the Huffar attacked, in Ti’bercl))ne
2y
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bay in the Weft-Indies, four fhips of force; one of
16 guns was burnt; another of 14 was funk ; and
the third of 16 and the fourth of 12, laden with
flour and indigo, were cut out and carried to Ja-
maica. In this enterprize the Huffar had only one:
man killed and 12 wounded. On the 21ft of May
the A&tive frigate, capt. Sawyer, and the Favourite
dloop, capt. Pownal, took off cape St. Vincent, and
carried into Gibraltar, the Hermione, a Spanifh re+
gifter thip of 26 guns, bound from Lima to Cadiz.’
She had on board z,600,co0 hard dollars, together
with a cargo of an immenfe value. On the zoth of
June the Brilliant privateer, capt. Crichton, with
-the York privateer and floop of Briftol, .filenced a

- fort of 12 guns upon cape Finifterre, landed and
ftruck the Spanith colours and hoifted Englith ones 3
funk two veflels in the harbour, and brought away’
four others laden with wine. In Autumn a confide-
rable fleet was equipped, and failed to the coaft of
Spain, under the command of admiral Hawke, as,
was fuppofed, to intercept fome rich Spanifh thips ;.
butin a fhort time the fleet was recalled, which did;
ot fail to furprize the nation.

‘ CHAP XXIL ,
Martinico, &c. in the Wefi-Indies reduced.-=a
Newfoundland taken and retaken. -

OON after the redu&ion of Belleifle, an expe-

) dition was fet on foot for the reduétion of Mar-
tinico. The preparations were greatly interruptgd i

r
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of the Cas des Navires. The \brigadiers Haviland'
and Grant had made a defcent in the other place,,
and marched to the ground oppofite to Pigeon Ifland,
which commands the harbour of Fort Royal; but the
roads being found impaflable for artillery, Mr.
Monckton altered his firft defign. The two bri-
gades, however, with the light infantry under lieu-
tenant-colonel Scot, while they remained on fhore,
were attacked in the night by a body of grenadiers,
freebooters, negroes, and mulattoes, who had been,
fent over from Fort Royal ; but they met with fuch.
a warm reception as compelled them to retreat with
precipitation, after having fuftained fomé lofs.

The troops being landed at Cas des Navires, and
reinforced with two battalions of marines, which.
were fpared from the fquadron, the gener.l refolved .
to beﬁege the town of Fort Royal ; but, in order to,
make his approaches, hefound it neceffary to attack
the heights of Garnier and Tortuefon, which the
enemy had fortified, and feemed refolved to defend
to the laft extremity. The Englith commander ha-"

‘ving ere&ted a battery to favour the paffage of a ra-
vine which feparated him from thofe heights, made
a difpofition f%r the attack, which was put in exe-

" cution on the 24th day of January. In the dawn,
of the morning, brigadier Grant, at the head of the
grenadiers, ﬁ:lpported by lord Rollo’s brigade, at-
tacked the advanced pofts of the enemy, under a
britk fire of the battenies ; while brigadier Rufane -
with his brigade, reinforced by the marines, marched
up on the right to attack the redoubts that were .
raifed along the fhore; and the light infantry under ,
colonel Scot, fupported by the brigade of Walfh, .
advanced on the left of a plantadon, in order, if.
poffible, to turn the enemy. They fucccedc;ih in

s eir
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their attempt, while the grenadiers were engaged in
driving the French from one poft to another ; and
this motion contributed in a great meafure to thé
fuccefs of the day. By nine in the morning they
were in poffeffion of the Morne Tortuefon, and ail
the redoubts and batteries with which it was fortified.
‘The enemy retired in confufion to the town of Fort
Royal, and to the Morne Gatnier, which, being
more high and inacceflible than the other, was
deemed 1mprafticable. During the conteft for the’
g:ﬁ'eﬂion of Tortuefon, brigadier Haviland, at the
ad of his brigade, with two battalions of high-
landers, and another corps of light infantry under-
major Leland, was ordered to pafs the ravine 2 good
way to the left, and tarn a 'body of the enemy pofted
on the oppofite heights, in hope of being able to’
divide their force ;' but the countty was fo difficultof” -
accefs, that it was latebefore this paflage was effeéted. ’
In the mean time, the general, perceiving the enemiy’
giving way on all fides, ordered colonel Scot’s light
infantry, with Walfh’s brigade, and a divifion of
the grenadiers, to advance on the left to a planta-
tion, ‘from whence they drove the enemy, "and
where they took pofleflion of an advantageous poft’
oppofite to the Morne Garnier. They were fup-
“ported on the right by Haviland’s corps, when they
paffed the ravine; and the road betweed the two
plantations, which they occupied, was covered by
the marines. Next day the Englifh began to eret’
batteries againft the citadel of Fort Royal; but they
ywere ‘greatly annoyed from Morne Garnier. ~ On
the 27th, about four in the afternoon, the enemy
made a furious attack, with the greateft part of their
forces, on the pofts occupied by the light ihfantry
and brigadier' Haviland ; butthey were fo roughly *
c . .- ‘handled,

4
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handled, ‘that they foon retired in diforder. Such
was the ardour of the Englifh troops, that they
pafled the ravine with the fugitives, feized their bats
teries, and took pofleflion of the ground, being
{upported by the brigade of Walth and the grena-
diers under Grant, who marched up to their aflif2
tance when the attack began. Magor Leland, with
his light infantry, finding no refiftance on the left;
advanced to the redoubt which was abandoned; and
the brigadiers Wallu, Grant, and Haviland, moved
up in order to fupport him ; fo that by nine at night
the Britith troops were in poffeflion of this very
ftrong poft, that commanded the citadel, againft
which their own artillery was turred in the morn-
ing. The French regular troops had fled into the
town, and the milita difperfed in the country. The
governor of the citadel perceiving the  Englith em«

loyed in ereéting batteries on the different heights
by which he was commanded, ordered the chamadé
to be beat, and furrendered the place by capitulas
tion. On the 4th of February the gate of the ci-
tadel was delivered up to the Englith; and next
" morning the garrifon, to the number of eight hun~
nred; marched out with the honours of war. Im.
mediately after the redu&tion of Fort Royal, .depu.
tations were fent from different quarters of the
ifland, defiring a capitulation: but the governor-
general, Mr. de la Touche, retired with his forces
to St. Pierre, which he propofed to defend with un-
common vigour. On the 7th, Pidgeon Hland,.
which was ftrongly fortified, and counted one of the’
beft defences of the harboar, furrendered at the firft’
fummons, and obtained a capitulation fimilar tor
that of the citadel. It was agreed, that the troops’
of the French king fhould be tranfported to Ro;h-‘
: ort
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fort in Frante ; that the militia thould lay down
their arms, and remain prifoners of war until the
fate of the ifland fhould be determined. Thefe
fignal fuccefles were obtained at the fmall expence
of about four hundred men, including a few offi-
‘gers, killed and wounded in the different attacks ;
but the lofs of the enemy was much more confide-
rable. The moft remarkable circumftance of this
enterprize was the furprifing boldnefs and alacrity
of the feamen, who, by force of arm, drew a num-
ber of heavy mortars and fhips gannon up 'the
fteepeft mountains to a confiderable diftance from
the fea, and acrofs the enemy’s line of fire, to which
they expofed themfelves with amazing i=difference.
Fourteen French privateers were found in the harbour
of Port Royal ; and a.much greater number, from
other ports in the ifland, were delivered up to ad-
. wniral Rodney, in confequence of the capitulation
with the inhabitants, who, in all other refpedts,
were very favourably treated. Juft when general
Monckton was ready to embark for the reduétion of
St. Pierre, a very large and flourithing town, fitu-
ated to leeward of FortRoyal, two deputies arrived
with propofals of capitulation fer the:whole ifland
on the part of Mr. de la Touche, the governor ge-
neral. On the 14th the terms were fettled, and the
capitulation figned: on the 16th the Englifh com-’
mander took poflefion of St. Pierre, and all-the
pofts in that neighbourhood; while the governor-
ﬁle:cral, with Mr. Rouille, the lieutenant-governor,’
ftaff-officers, and aboat 3zo grenadiers, were’
embarked in tranfports, to be conveyed to France.
The inhabitants of Martinique found themfelves
confiderably gainers by their change of fovereign ;
apafmuch as, together with the enjoyment of their-
, own
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“own religion, laws, and property, they had an op-
portunity of exporting their produce to advantage,
and being fupplied with all neceffaries from the do-
"minions of Great-Britain; whereas, before they fell
- uhdet the Englih government, their commerce was
"almoft entirely interrupted, and they were obliged
“to depend even for fubfiftence uPon the moft preca- |,
* rious and hazardous methods of {upply. By there-,
- du&tion of Martinique, the iflands of Anugua, St,
* Chriftopher’s, and Nevis, together with the fhips
trading to thefe colonies, were perfeétly fecyred
" againit the depredations of the enemy; and Great-
. Britain acquired an annual addition in commerce, at
Jeaft to the amount of one million fterling. While
“‘general Monckton was employed in regulating the
capitulation, commodore Swanton, failed with a {mall
fquadron and fome troops to the iflarid of Grenada,
thofe of the ‘Grenadillas, and the St. Vincent, one
of the neutral iflands, all of which were taken
without the 1dfs of 2 man. Theifland of St. Lucia,
“which is the principal and moft valuable of tha neh-
tral iflands, about this time furrendered at difcretion
to captain Hervey. '
.. An jnfufficieat and trifling. force being kept in
North America, the French-embraced the opportu-
nity of feizing Newfoundland ; accordingly two
fhips of the line and thiee frigates, ‘commanded by
M. de Ternay, with a bod¥,pf troops under the
commaad of -count de ‘Hanfonville, ﬂi?t out of
Breft in the fpring, and on the 25th of June ap-
‘T peared’ d&'1NP(wf§:xndla'lid', {where  they 1nitgnHy
" landed, and. on:the 27th obliged.the town of St.
Jdbe’s to furrénder. .:Every thing belonging’ ta:the
- fifhery im thisqnd -the contiguqus hatbours: was:en-
.- fisely defroyed, and 'o%er confiderable da?age
one.

-
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done. . As foon as Sir Jeffery Amhenit at New York
“heard of this affair, he detached licutenant-colonel
" Amherft with abody of troops, which,being puton
" board fome tranfports, failed for ‘Halifax, in order
" to join lord Colville, who commanded on ‘that fta~
“tion; yet had but one thip of the'line and a frigate,
“until joined by the Antelope with the trade from Eu-
" “rope, which on hearing of the difafter at St. John’s,
" failed away for Placentia, another harbour in New-
* foundland, which the French had not ventared 1o
“attack. On the 11th of September colopel Amhezft
“ joined lord Colville, and as foon as poffjble proper
" difpofitions were made for landing the troops on
“ Newfoundland, which was done on the 13th of
- September near St. John’s. “The enemy: were in-
" ftantly driven from their out pofts, and put to flight
*on every fide. TheFrench commodore feeing there
* was no hape of preferving the place, ftole’ out of
. the harbour in the night, and fhamefully fled be-
Jore an inferior force.. hé town being now aban-
. 'dongd, the garrifon, confifting of 689 men, fure
“endered themfelyes prifoners of war. '

P R

CH AP XXIIL
Affairs n Germany.

‘THE firft-event, which this year diftinguithed
4 . the affairs of Germany, was the death- of
. Blizabeth emprefs of Ruffia, whigh on
the 5th of January; in the s2d year herag“cé
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. and the 22d of herreign. She was fucceeded by

Peter IIL. her nephew and duke of Holftein. Her
- death \delivered the king of Pruflia from 2 formi-
‘dable and determined enemy; as her fucceflor
" mdopted not only a different but an oppofite fyftem.

‘Soon ‘after ‘his acceffion he agreed to a mutaal ex-

change of prifoners without ranfom, and tp a ge-
."'nmigfe'ufpenﬁon of arms; he offered to facrifice his
. own conquefts to the re-eftablifhment of peace, and
- invited all his allies to follow his example. By the
©gecouiits which were publithed of his early proceed-
“‘ings, he feemed, at leaft, to attend to the domeftic
,-happinefs of his fubje&ts ; for he conferred upon his
- mobility the fame independance which that order en-
e ;o'ys,‘in" the other monarchies of Europe; and he
<-16wered the heavy duties upon falt in favour of the
-“commonalty. ‘Thus gratifying both the greateft and
" ‘tneaneft of 'his people, he appeared to thofe at a dif-
““tance to’ be ftrengthening himfelf in the hearts of
*-the Ruffiais, and to'be ambitious of a -popularity
« equal to thdt which had been beftowed upon any of
- his predeceffors, This was only the judgment of
.- perfongat:a‘diftance ; thofe who were nearer the
- feene were hardly able to perceive any thing but a
-~ blind ,'prccigiﬁtion in affairs of moment, blended
- with a zealfor trifles. The diverfified errors of his
"-gmmmmzde‘it believed, that he was medi-
© tating -the defign of fetting afide’ the great duke
> Paul, in favour of the dépo%e& prince Ivan. A de-
* fign'of fuch a natore muft have arifen either from
« extreme madnefs, or from fome 'family fufpicion,
* whichit would not become me to"infinuate. Ele had
" hardly made peace with Pruflia, before he threatened
-+ Denmark with a war, on account ofhis pretenfions

-to part of the "dutchy of Holftein-Schlefwick in
B o Rz Germany.’

re
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Germany.- He. drove every thing-before him- with
an extravagant and thoughtlefs rapidity. Inftead of
courting the affetions of his guards, who had made
. and unmade the monarchs of Ruffia; fome of thefe

he flighted, all, perhaps, he affronied, by taking
a ridiculous pleafure in the uniform .of his Prufian
regiment, and by placing an idle confidence in-his
Holftein troops. He was obligated to communicate
with the Greek church; yet he infuked the rites of
it, and diffinguifhed the faft days by a large piece of
beef. He had not the virtues of the private man to
compenfate for the defefts of the prince. His pro-
penlfty to the northern vice of intemperance in drink-
ing betrayed him intoadifcovery of his ill-conterted
meafures; whillt an open difregard of the emprefs
. his confort confirmed icx apprehenfions of dartger,
and taught her to confult her own fecpri:ly. , A con-
fpiracy was formed, and he was depofed by the j

trigues of his confort, who fucceeded to the throne.
Among the confpirators were, the emprefs, aud the
velt marfhal Rofamowiky hetman: of ‘the Coffacks,
whom the emperor had a little time before declared
_ colonel of one of the regiments of foot fm’ds.
The emprefs, in her, famous manifefto publifhed
after her hufband’s death, byought a- variety of ac-
cufations againft him; fhe charged him with ingra-
titude to the emprefs Elizabeth his aunt; with in-
capacity ; an abufe of power; a coptempt of re-
ligion and law ; a fcheme to remove the grand duke
from the fucceflion; to fettle it jn favour of a
firanger; and even to put herfelf to death, . Thus
we have_feen a fovereign prince of Holftein,; great
nephew of Charles the twelfth, grandfon of Peter ™.
the firft, and heir of thofe rival monarchs, once
_ ele@ed fucceflor to ‘the crown of Sweden, actually
: " 77 afcending

"
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afcending thé throné of .Ruflia, hurled down, after
a-fhort reign of fix months, from alkhis greatnefs,
by the intragues. of a woman and the refentments of
a ftanding force, fupported by the:.concurrence of -
an offended natian ;. leaving: an ithpoitant leffon to
princes, of the inftability of humsn grandeur, and -
of the certain danger of anseftablithed milicary power .
under 2 weak! and capricious government, This.
very unhappy monarch died withinéight days after,
his ‘depofiton. ‘The fufpicion of .the world, war-
ranted by hiftorical examples, bas.concluded that :
his:death was violent: indeed it has heeh reported, :
that whilft he was grear duke, a minifter.of ftate;
declared in words to .this effe®, ¢ That nothing.
¢-oould cure him bat a black dofe.” :: . ;2 - |

. Nofwithftanding this. revolution; -the interefts..of »
the king-of Pruffia were not injured. Tha.emprefs'
adhem{fo’ the . engagements ;of her lawe lifhahd, :
and peculiarly exerted herfelf in bringinf‘ about a .
peace in Germany.  The Swedes fallowed the ex- .
ample of the Ruffians;. they made a peace with the .
king of Pruffia in May, by which both'parties fat
dowx:lj;]nﬂ:: as they begun. This monarch having .
now only the Auftrians and the army of the empire .
to cope with, the emprefs-queen could not hope for.
much from a continuance of the war ;. yet'her pride
would not fuffer her to.condefcend to offes terms of

ce; therefore her armies as; ufual took the field. .

ount Daun put himfelf at the head of thé Auftrian, .

in Silefia, where -he was oppofed by the king
of Pruffia, Prince Henry of Prm commanded in
Saxony, where he had to deal with the army of the
empire, reinforced by a confiderable body of the
Auftrians. ‘This army was repulfed at the opening .
ofthe campaign by the prince’s well-timed ma-

L R 3 nevres,
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which took away part of the rampatt, made a con-
fiderable bredch in ‘the. covered way, and filled the
ditch with rubbifh, The governorfeéing every pre-
ﬁgaﬁo'n' making for a general .affault at the breach, .
eat a parley- in the mérming, and furrendered with.:
his whole garrifdon, amounting to 10,303 men, pri-.
foners of war*. In. this memorable and deftruftive.
figge above 5656 meh weére flain. The Auftrians com-
puted their own lofs at zopo men,, and the Pruffians,
allaived theirs to exceed three. In -the mean. time’
the army” of the empire, in conjun&ion with the
firong body of Auftrians, re-entered Saxany, and:
coinpelled prince Henry, after fome fkirmithes, to,
abanidofi’ feveral of the pofts he -held there: upon
hich” the' Kig of Pruffia, on the furrender of -
Schweldnity, left his army in Silefia to the com.,
mand of “the prince of Bevern, and putting himfelf
at"the head of a lirge detachment, marched ‘in-
faritly 't9 the affifance of his brother, Bu prince,

A}

—— :
_ % The Achrians fay, that many circunRances concurred ag
¢ fame time to enforce the redu@ion of Schweidnitz. In the
fith place; they fay, the gatrifon had bredd left but for five days.
2! Abomb from the enemy falling on the powder magazine at;
fext Jauernick, blew up that fort,. with about 200 foldiers and
feveral officers. 3, By this accident the befieged found them-
felves deprived of their powder, having only enough left to laft

them about 30 hours, at their ufual rate of firing, 4. Agreat ,
pare of their artillery was rendered. unfit for fexvice ; the touch’
holes-of fome of ghe cannon being’ Wide enough to admit one’s’
whole hand, 5. The garrifon were in want of money, infomuch.
that they had eontra@ed debtsin Schweidnits to the ampunt of,
33,000 florins. - 6. At length, the damage dbne by thefprisging
of the mine. All thefe ixconveniencies united, together with
the ina&ion of count Daun, they affism,. laid the gassifon under
ty of capitulating, v S -3

A Rg - Henry~
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Henry before his arrival changed the fcene; for on
the 2gth of Otober he vigoroufly attackecr the
enemies near Freyberg, and, after an engagement
of feveral hours, notwithftanding his inferior force,
gainéd & comple vitory over them, by which the -
town of Freyberg fell into his hands, together with -
50c0 prifoners and 30 pieces of cannon. The ge-
nerals Stolberg and Haddick, who commanded the
Imperial and Auftrian armies, imputed their defeat
to the treachery of one of their generals, named -
Brunian, who, they faid, gave the%emﬂians intelli-
gence of whatever paffed in their military councils. '
As foon as the king of Praffia entered Saxony, he
detached a large bogy of troops into Bohemia, whege’
. they exa&ted very heavy contributions, deftroyed fe-'
veral magazines, acd fpread an alarm thropghgut.
the whole kingdom. His Proffian majefty ‘then, ait-"
fully propofed to the court of Vienna, -2 fu ‘é,lzginj
of arms for the winter betwéen their. ré ’86 (3
armies in Saxony and Sijefia. ‘The court'of
reed to it, perhaps not a little owing to the irrupe.
:igon he made?neto ohemia. Accortini% ly the Auf
trian and Imperial troops retired into theif Wintgr
quarters ; but no fooner had they done '®; thail .
body of Pruffians under general Kleilt marched into
Franconia, where they raifed heavy contributions:
and numbers of recruits; in whici they have a:
great advantage of the Auftrians, for the latter’
“could pietend to do nothing but according tolaw 3,
whereas the former, being in fome degree declared,
rebels by the empire, were under no obligation to-
obferve ‘its laws, In the mern time the Imperial’
and Auftrian generals could neither affemble their'
troops, nor march to prote&t the empire, until they,
got freth orders from Vienna, another adet:g:;
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that has often been of great fervice to.the king of
Pruffa, and was upon &is occafion the caufe of his
troops ‘having an opportunity to fpread thenifelves,
withoat oppuihition, over almoft the whole circle of
Franconia, where they raifed large fums of money ;
for from the city of Nuremberg alone they infifted
oh 3,000,.00 of crowns, part of which was paid,
and they carried off fome of the magiftrates as hof-
tages for the reft. Befide which, they carried off
from thence twelve fine brafs cannon, and fix wag-
gons lcad of arms and warlike ftores. Even the
city of Ratifbon itfelf began to apprehend a vifit,
and therefore applied to baron Plotho, the Pruffian
minifter at the diet, to know from him what they
had to expe®, who frankly told them, that if they
refufed to pay the contribution, that his mafter’s
troops {honrd demand, when they come to pay them
avifit, they maft expeét to be compelled by fotce 3
but he had, before the Pruffians entered Franconia,
declared to the dyet in fubftance as follows: .

That as all his mafter’s declarations to the ftates °
of the empire had produced no effe®, he was now
refolved to employ more effe€tual means to make
tlj?m' recall tﬁeir troops from the Auftrian army ;
and ‘was aceordingly marching three different corps
irito the empire ; one of which had already eutered
Franconia, the fecond was taking the route of
Swabia, and the third would pafs through -Bavaria ;
and that they would every where conduét themifelves
atcording to the é;igen'cies of war. o

“Upon this fome of the ftates of the empire fé-
cretly foiicited a neutrality, which the king of .

Pruffia inflandy granted. Then the reft defired to

purchafe their fecurity upon the fame terms, which
were granted likewife ; and their troops were di- -
R . Rs T N re&iy
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re&@ly ordered to retire to their refpeive countries
in order to be difbanded ; great numbers of which
afterwards entered into the fervice of the -Pruffians. .
Thus was the emprefs queen, by one well-conduéted
firatagem, deprived of the only affiftance from
which fhe had reafon to expe@ fidelity, At this
inftant the courts of London and Peterfburg re-
doubled their efforts towards effefting a reconci-
liation between her and the king of Prufia. The’
- unhopeful profpe& which the face of her affairs pre- .
fented, ind;:med her haughty and ftubborn fpirit to-
accept of the mediation. Conferences were accor-
dingly opened at Hubertfburg; but her minifter
made his demands in fuch an imperious tone, that
had he not been foftened by the indefatigable exertion .
of Britith aid Ruflian jgfluence, the negociation
would have abruptly broké cff. However, the pro-
vince of Silefia, which was the great object of the .
war, is to remain with the king of Pruffia as well as
the county of Glatz, both of which are extremely
fertile, rich, and yield large revenues, ' In lieu of
which the emprefs queen obtains fome inconfiderable
taces, which are annexed in fituation to fome of
ﬁér dominions in the Netherlands. * To this peace
the court of Drefden acceded, in orler to obtain
fome trifling indemnification for Saxony.
The French 'opened the campaign againft the
- allies in the' month of March. ~About 4000 of their -
garrifon at Gottingen marched out of that place,
and on the. gth of March attacked fome of the allied
pofts with tolerable fuccefs, obliging the occypje_rs .
ta retirc with precipitation. Soon aftcr a frmifh |
happened between a detachment of the allies and,
this of the gar;ifon,, in_ ‘which the latter were "
workted, aad from ihat time did not prefume to Rir
- out

l
|
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out of their walls. In the month of April the he-
reditary prince of Brunfwick was detached from the
alfies to lay {iége to the ftrong caftle of Arenfberg,
which ‘was of great fervice to the French, as by 1t
they preferved a communication between their army
o1 the Riine and their garrifons at Caflel a:d Got-
tingen. ' On the 18th tiic prince opened his batteries
againf it, and next day he compelled the garrifon,’

" confifting of 240 men, to furrender priloners of
war. 'Thefz operations ftimulated the Frenchcourt
to attempt fomething of confequence: accordingly
their grand army, which was this year under the
command of the marfhals- d’Etrees and Soubize,.
was affembled ‘in’ the month of June; and it ,was
defigned to attack prince Ferdinand the firft oppar-

* - ténity. But the fnare, which they were preparing

for him, they fell into themfelves ; for on the 24th
of June he found means to furprize and defeaf them’

id “their camp at Graibeaftein. General Luckner

attacked the marquis de Caftries in their réar, wha'
was pofted at Carlfdorf to covet the right wing of

the French: at the fame time generﬁ Sporcken .

charged him'in flank, and obliged him to retire
with ffaall lofs; and the two Hanoverian gencials
continued their march, in order to take the camp
at Graibenftein both in flank and rear: lord Granby
with the referve croffed  the Dymel at Wagbourg,
and poffefled himfelf of an eminence oppofité to -

Furflenwald, and was "prepared to fall upon the -

enemy’s left wing:" prince Ferdinand pafled the-

Dymel, marched throughthe, Langenberg, and

came upon the center of the French which occupied,
an advantageous eminence. In this critical ficaation,
the én=my firuck their ténts and retreated. - M. de

Staiuville preferved their .whole army by throwin

himfeff
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of the allies fell fhort of 100 men ;.but that of the
French was confiderable. N v !

"On the 23d of July 2 body of Hanoverian and
Heflian troops, commanded by the generals Zaftrow
and Gilfen, defeated part of the right wing of the *
French army, intrenched at Lurtenberg under count ’
de Luface.” The allies marched through the Fulda °
up to their waftes,” clambered up a mountain, took °
four redoubts, and drove the enemy from thofe in-’
trenchments. A regiment of Saxon horfe was to- '
tally deftroyed, and 1100 men were made prifoners, *
and 13 pieces.of canrion were taken ; but this gal-
lant afgon' produced no confequences, for both
armies continued in their refpedtive fituations. How-
ever, by thefe exploits it is certain the French were
reduced to the utmoft diftrefs ; for an army, which .
had been formed early in the yeatin Flanders, under
the prince of Conde, was now obliged to march to :
their affiftance ; but before they received this rein-
forcement, they abandoned Gottingen, after de-
ftroying the fortifications, and collected themfelves
within a fmall fpace round Caffel. While the prince

of Conde was on his march, in order to join the - -

marfhals d’Etrees and Soubize, he was on the 3oth -
of Auguft attacked by the hereditary prince near -
Friedberg. At firft the French were df:'iven from
the fteep mountain of Johonres-berg into the plain *
" below by the vigorous charge of the allies ; but the -
_gtand army of France under the marfhals d’Etrees
and Soubife having' fent them a confiderable rein- -
forcement, the attack was renewed with vivaci:y
and fuccefs. The allies, repulfed in their turn, -
were obliged to repafs the Wetter. The hereditary
prince was wounded in the hip, whilft he was endea-
vouring to rally his difordered troops, Prince Fer-
. - - dinand,

s i
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dinand, “better informed of the fituation of the .
French army . than the- hereditary prince,” marcied -
with a confiderable part of his forces, and came in -
time to prevent the enemy fromn pufliing their advan-
tage. Colongl Clinton was wounded ; yet Le con-
tinued with the gallant hereditary prince two hours _
afterwards ; and did not difcover his misfortune,
till the prince defired him to carry an account of |
the battle to prince Ferdinand, which obliged him |
to acknowledpg‘e that he was rendered incapable of’
executing his.commands. The lofs of the enemy,
agcording, ‘ta’ their own eftimate, did not exceed
goo men 1n killed and wounded ; whilft they caicu- -
lared that of the allies at about ¢oo killed and igoa |
prifoners. A letter from prince Ferdinand’s head- .
quarters confeffed only the lofs of 1398 men, to-
gether with ten pieces of cannon. The French,
accuftomed to defeat, demonftrated their fenfe of
" this viGtory by dpublic rejoicings. The prince of .
Conde afterwards effeCted his jun&ion with the -
French army, which now began to a& on the offen- ,
five. On the zoth of September they made them- |
felves mafters of a redoubt and mill, on the left
bank of the river Ohm, at the foot of the mountain
of Amoenebprg. Next day they refolved to attack
the c .ftle of Amoeneburg, which was garrifoned by .
a battalion of the Britith legion, and a dewachment
of 200 men from the, referve of the allied army.
Forthis purpofe, under favour of a thick fog, they
opened a trerich, and eftablithed their batteries
againft it. The fone bridge over the Okm at the
Brucker-Muhl, was guarded by zoo men of Har-
denberg’s regiment, the greateft part of which were
pofted in a fmall work on the right of the bridge.
The enemy were alfo in poffefflion ‘of ‘a lictle work

beyond . -
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beyond "the bridge. About thefe two pofts there.
commenced 2 warm and bloody a&ion on the
twenty-firft, which continued from fix in the morn- .
ing till dark night. - A fire of cannon and fmall .
arms was kept up for fourteen hours on both
fides with the utmoft feverity and. the moft deter-
mined refolution. There was no attempt on either .
part to pafs the bridge. Frefh troops were recipro-
cally fent to fupport the pofts which each maintained
on the oppofite banks of the river, as faft as the fe-
veral reliefs had expended their ammunition. The .
mill occupied by the enemy afforded rather morg
fhelter to them, than the redoubt did to the allies.
Hiftory hardly furnifhes an inftance of fuch an obfti-
nate difpute. 'The execution of necar go pieces of
cannon was confined to the fpace of near 400 paces.
The fire of the artillery aud mufguetry was not in-
“termitted one fingle moment. On the part of the
allies, 17 complete battalions were employed, at
different times, chiefly under the command of the
marquis of Granby and general Zaftrow. The
total lofs of the allies amounted to near 8oo men.
The French acknowledged the lofs of 300 killed
and near 800 wounded. Next day the caftle of
Amoeneburg furrendered, and the. garrifon were
made prifoners of war, to the number of eleven
officers and g3 privatg men. L
Notwithffanding this bloody engounter,: prince
Ferdinand determined to clofe the campaign with
“fome advantage of 1mportance; and:with this view,
he, with' the main body of his aemy, kept the
French on the alarm, while he detached prince Fre-
derick of Brunfwick to lay fiege ta Caffel, This
was the only plage of real, importance. phich the
- - ' ren

v
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French held; therefore if that could.be retaken .
from them, they had fcarce one fiigle advantage to
boatt of fince their armies entered Germany in 1756.
‘The fiege commenced on the 16th of O&ober, and"
was carried on with great alacrity. The gartifon"
feveral times fallied out, but without being able to
interrupt the approaches. The fiege and %lockade
were fo clofe, that it was impofiible to get any thing
into the town ; where provifions being fcarce, the gar-
rifonin a fhort time werereduced to great extremities.
Ini the mean time prince Ferdinand covered the ope-
rations in fo effetual a manner, that the French did
not attempt to relieve the place. At length on the"
firk of November the garrifon furrendered, bein,
réduced to the utmoft diftrefs by the want of provi- -
fions. As a negociation for peace was at this time
known to be far advanced, the garrifon were not -
made prifoners, but conduited to the French army.
'This was the laft military exploit in Germany on the
part of the French and allies, and with it was con- -
. cluded a long, bloody, and deftru&tive war. '
“This negociation {or peace had been fome time fet -
on foot. It was in the month of September, that
the kings of Great-Britain and France agreed to
fend minifters plenipotentiary to their refpetive -
courts, in order to treat on this matter. On the sth
of September the duke of Bedford fet out from
England for Paris, and on the toth the duke de”
Nivernois arrived in London. Spain and Portugal
acceded to the negociation, and Fountainblean v.as
honoured with being the great fcene of politics.
On the 3d of November the preliminary articles
were figned, and as foon as poffible were ratified
by the refpective fovereigns: and on the ioth of ’
February, 1763; the definitive treaty wasﬁgncd.l;"
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as they belong 'to the different powers,
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authority.
7o Great Brazamm
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‘The evacnagion,of ter-
titories belonging to our

‘C’*’ﬂ in German vig.
eves, Wefel, Gucl—
ders, and the evacuation
of Nieuport and Oftend. '

Dehvery fromthe Ger-
i war,

The blefings of peace.
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Gox;ee.

St. Lucia.
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above twenty thoufm‘
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fiori te fith o the banks .. ! Do s
of Newfoundland. -~ . R
Thesight of catting: . A virtual farvender of -
lagwood; by the fufier- our- friendfhip with the -
auce of Spaw.. - free Mufquito Indians. 4!
HAVS R [ S . S DL 0
The ovacuation of a  The.refcue from dan-
barren ‘asd "moautsinous :gerof all their calonies

parcof Portugal.: - '+ chronghost theewdrdd
B S < T T I TSN
" The Slaffiogs of peace 5 'The reflorution of the «

Gveat - Biituis sadiio Pows.. Huovanah, the:key: of!1
#xgal; but without any their Weft: Imlivs, with:!
new advantages whatever what we had conguered
in trade, befide on the ifland of
Cuba, and our n;glm of

L LR ification for the

27 ‘harlges’df an unjuft war.

Such is a fair flate of conceflions, farrenders, and
;dmu ;| between Great Britain, Fn(,lnoe.fand
pain, t we have princi acquired, isfome
fort of fecurity to onrpNonﬂ):n;?can colomies ;
as for the iflands ¢f Grenads apd the Grenadilloes,
withthe acknowlddgment of our rjght to the three
wotft of the neutgal iflands, they sye of little con-
fequence, and thegefore ftarce worth eftimation,
What France has acquired, is_the important ifland
of St. Lucia, which gréatly adds to the over-ba-
lance of power fhe had before in that quarter. She
recovers befides her loft fugar iflands, which give
her the .monopoly of that article for foreign
markets : fhe recovers alfo a fithery, which mz"d‘
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made equal in extent to what fhe. énjdyed béforethe
war ; and therein 2 moft lucrative branch of trade;
and fuch a nurfery of feamen, as will enable her to
cdntinae .oui fival 'in maritime ftrength ;: the whale
of wahich fhe derives by encroachments on our hts t
the moréover recovers her. fettlements and
the coafts of India. All of them obje&s of t.he
highéft importanice.

<Spain _ is,..indeed, . upon the wbole, a fn&'aa-: :
, but (he: -hs at reafon: to rejoice at her moft forta- -
nate efcape from the perils of her indifcretion: and .
fhe piily quiys; as French allias-alwgys, do, fotne df
the penalties of their witkednaf, < m thc\fou,mf)
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