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EARLY LIFE

Before going into our sublect and studying the details of
Frederick's masterpiece, Leuthen, it might be interesting %o
‘consider for a moment what influence Frederick's early training
and youthful tastes exerted on his future greatness,

Frederick II, known as Frsderick the Great, was born January
1712. Two eldsr brothers having died in infanecy, he became heir
of his father, Frederick William I, who brought him up with ex-
treme rigor and severity in the hope that he would become a hardy
soldier and sequire habits of thrift and frugallity. The results
were juat the opposite. Lnecoureged by his mother and under the
influence of his governess, dadame da Roucoulles, and of his first
tutor, Duhan, a French refugee, Frederick acquired a taste for
1itterature and music and secretely learned Latin which his father
who had a horror for everything which did not seeu, to him, prae-
tical had forbidden. He scoffed at religion, refused to ride or
shoot, preferred the french language, litterature and dress and

nly desp.sed @erman habits and life. In fact he exhibited so
1ittle interest in and aptitude for anything touching on war
that none suspected how great his military achievements were to
be. However, Prince Bugene, then %he greatest living soldier
whom Frederick joined with the Prussian contingent of 1733, 1s
g:1d to have discovered in him that which hs pronounced would

make him a great general.

Frederick William, seeing his son apparently absorbed in
what he conasidered frivolous and efféminate amusements, gradually
econseived for him an intense dislike., This was openly avowed
and displayed itself in violent outbursts and public insults,

S0 harsh wae his treatment that Frederick frequently thought

of running away and taking.refuge at the English court, He at
last rercolved to do so during a Journpey which he made to south
Germany with two companions. His intentiones were discovered,

one of his companions was executed in Frederick's presence and
Frederick was confined in the city of Cutrin where from morning
until night he was forced to work in the departments of war,
agriculture and government; and to study financial matters,
receive accounts and make extracts. These years of retirement
were full of active work and no doubt gave Frederick the business
training which, in later life, made him so wonderful a financler,
They gave him also a chance for study which he did not neglect,
He was a keen student of history and spent much time in the
study of thé deeds of the Great Captains. This fact, doubtless,
trained his high grade intellect and sturdy character for the
feats of arms which were soon to make the world ring with his
name.

on the 3lst of lay 1740 he became king., To quote Carlisles"no
body had the least susplelon that a tyrant of extraordinary
military and political talents, of industry more extraordinary
still, without fear, without faith and without mercy, had ascen-
ded the throne".,He maintained all the forms of government estab-
1ished by his father, but ruled in & far more enlightened spirit;
he tolerated every form of religious opinion, abolished the use
of torture, was most careful to secure an exact and impartial
administration of justlice, and, while keeping the reins of govern=-
ment strictly in his own hands, allowed every one with a genuine
greavance free access to his presence. The real interest of the
army was carefully studied for Frederick realized that the two
pillars of the Prussian sf,ate were sound finance and a strong army.

THE SILESIAN WARS

Immediately upon the death of Charles VI of Austria, Frederick
began to make extensive military preparations, He had made up
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hie mind to assert the ancient claim of the house of Brandenburg
60 the threos “ilesian Duchies. A discussion of the lawfulness of
nis olaim i not within the scope of this paper and will there~
fore be omittad., However in his memoirs Frederick confessed that
ne undertook this war "as a means of acquiring reputation and
inoreasing the powsr of the state." This is the fhrst inkling

we have of Frederick's military tendencies. In the War of the
Austrian “uccession Frederick served his military apprentiseship
end put to test the lessons he had learned from his study of the
adreat Captains, Although his firest victory at ¥ollwitz was due 1
largely to the skill of his trusty and able field marshall “chwerin
his subssquent victories marked him as a allitary leader and
taoticlian of exseptional ability. The pease of Dresden in 1745
ended the war and reised Frederick to a great position 1& Eurcp®
Henceforth hs wae the most conspicuous sovereign of his tinme,

puring the “ilesian wars Frederick had lesrmed good lessons.
He had gained saelf polse and the knowledge of the hardships of
war. He discovered the faect that he could trust no one but himself
and his devoted legions., Confederates wore like broken reeds,
he himself was hic own best 2lly. He was disenchanted. War was
no longer & glory but a stern cold fact, He had found that nis
own conception of war ranged beyond the stereotyped routine of
the Prussisn army, though this, indeed, was not to be under-rated.
Disciplined trdope fought best under the excitement of battle and
could best execute maneuvers in the face of the enemy. This enabled
him to put into actual practice three most important principles
of war, vizs the principle of Surprise, the principle of laes and
the principle of Sconomy of Force. Frederick emerged from the
ei{leaian wars ths best tactician the world had ever gseen.

7he first and second Silesian wars were succeeded by a ten
years peacs (1745-1756) during which time Frederick devoted him=-
self th the internal adpimistration of his kingdow and to military
preparations., He displayed such marked genius in both fields
that his people regarded him as a sort of deml-god. He entered the
Saven Years War the most estesemed and beloved commandsr in the
field, a fact which enabled him to keep a firm hold on his army ;
even in time of direst stress. The unbounded confidence his troope
had in him accounts for their hiﬁh morale and victories won
against such overwhelming odds. "Ths Austrians are three to one
of us, and stautly entrenched,® sald the king,%a3 riding the out-
poats before Leuthen, "And were the devil in front and all around
them, we'll hustle tham out, only thou lead us on'" answersd a
brawney grenadisr.

THE SEVEN YEARS WAR

The Seven Years War began in 1756, brought on by iaria Theresa's
resolve to regain Silesia at any cost, She formed a great coalition
against Frederick, including France, & natural enemy. Catherine
of Russia is eaid to have been influenced by Frederick's biting
gatirs, and Louls of France by Madame Pompadour, similarly ridi-
culed. ¥rederick had only the assistance of England which appeared
weARRy in the form of subsidies, The campaigns of this war left
Frederick immortal in history, and he came out of it still the
porsessér of %ilesia, Frederick had 150,000 men in the field; the
allies 500,000. The latter ware well led but lacked unity of
direction and effort, and in addition had the handicap of interilor
lines. Froderick, though numerically inferior, had the best
trained army in Europe, & well filled treasury, no debt and a
loyal population
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It is impossidbls in the space of this thesis, whose mais
theme is the batile of Leuthen, to conaider ths many brilliant
battles fought by Frederick in the eampalzns of the %even Years
¥ar. In spite of the numerical superiority of the enemy he was
always first in the fleld and retained the sffeneive. He marehalled
his forces and with lightning like rapidity struck the first blow.
In one campaign he marched one hunired and seventy miles in twelve
days--a remarkable feat at that time--Hie victories were invariably
won againet & superior foe, A* Rossbach, outnumbered three to ons,
by an axquisite maneuver, he took advantage of the faulty dispoei=-
tion of the enemy and,in = bare half-hour, disgregefully routed
them with a lose of 5,000 men, 5 generals, 400 officers, 70 gune
and numnberlese flags.

Like the Romans {(ha was quite & student of Hannibal's) he
18id down one rulo ‘never wait for your opponent's attack; if yeu
are on the defensive let this e etill of an offensive chamcter
both in campaigns snd in battlee® This rule he followed through
1ife. He opposed passive dsfense; every ome of his battles were
of fenmive, Frederick plaéad war among the liberal arts. Perhapr the
least eiraight laced of any captain, he 'wld that only broad
principles osa govern it; that the use of maxime of war depende
upon the personality of ths soldier and the demsnds of ths moment.
etriet rules ald o ainde whose conceptions are not clear, and ®
whose executive lack promptness., Hie “"Instructions" to hia generals
set out PFrederick's whole art, It i¢ full of slmple gommon sonse,
apt rules, practical to the last degresa. But it was the man who
pade theam fruitful. Just because they reprssent the men they are
interesting. At tho hsed of the paper etands the motto "always
move into the f1sld soonsr then ths sneny.“ Firet in importance
came dlsoipline “frow the highest officer te the lowe~t private
no oné is to argue, but to obey" eald he, Next in lmportance came
the care of the troops. In his day subsistance tied dow: armiee
to predetermined mensuvers; Frederick carried his rations with
him, and in his rapid movements, made requisitions on the eountry
ae Napolson, & gensration later, did more fully. Then followed
the study of topography. POeitions were tc PFrederick 1inks
in a ehalin, or resting places, but he ably utilized the lay of
the land ia ais battles. He taught his genersls. wiherever they might
be, to look at the surrounding country and sak themselves:“what
should I do if I were suddenly attacked in this positiont" He
enunclated many maxims scarcely known in nhie day, "If you divide
your Porce you will be defested in detall" “If you wish to deliver
abattle bring together as many troops ae nosrible,® "Always lead
the emewy to believe you will do the very reverse of what you
intend to €o." "It is invariably better to attack the ensmy even
1f weaker," "Make up for weakness by boldnese snd energy." "Who-
mr s&tcnpta to defend everythimg runs the risk of losing every~

Nnge

Prederick did not attem 4 to keep sverything but put all hie
ene into ane iaportant matter, His was no hard and fast syetem.
He did what was most apt. Hls battle plane were conceived instantly
on the ground, and the genius with which he invariably devolved
th:d?nt plans makes him stand, tactically, the highest of all
20 ars.



4=
TTLE O UTHEN

Immediately after his brilliant victory at Rossbach, Frederick
at once turned towarde “ilesia, whence came alarming rumore,
prince Cherles of lLorraine had defeated the Duke of Pevern, left
by Fredarieck to hold back the Austrians at the price of his neck,
eapitured Breslsu and “chweldenitz , and proelalmed ~ilesia again
part of Mer iajesty's dominione, In fiftoen days Frederfck marched
one hundred and o!.q:hty milae, At Parchwitz he wae Joined by what
wns left of Bevern's aymy, now under Zeltem, This lnersased
Frederick'e foree to 32,000 men under the colors, Within some
mlaee of Neumarkt he learned that there were one thousand Austrians
at that place, some oporating a bakery and engineesm laying out
& campe 3y & surprise a%tack ha took Newmarkt capturing 569 priso-
nera and killing 120, Ths hot bread was given to his troops.

¢ w;.ll‘_'q- ‘ % 0
= 2 s beatia gt }ei}tr-’““:..." ' )~ LEUTHEN

BgWi . 5 32
% iy L o 5 X .:: J
f " jg" .,,-.‘,:':, ‘_’ ,'\'.',‘C‘:‘\b__ _?“ T .,- 951 m 2 .
: Romolkewitz * %% 33 w3 i § om0 NS w—

by et ';_::_:':: R, &O. .. :
[ I ) Austri = [

e B e, & PR - T e — i e 33

A DTS R B G A T

AUSTRIAN POSITION AND DISPOSITIONS

Prince Charles wae overconfident as a result of his last
victory. Counting upon his superiority in numbers he abandonsd
& strong position belilnd the Lobe and advanced to a position on
the left bank of the Schweidenitz Water, sometinme callod Welstritsz
water, He left a large part of his artillery behind, velieving
that it would be unnecessary in order to beat “"Ls garde montante
de Berlin'. His position lay perpendiocular to Frederick's march
and intersected the Great Road at righ* angles. The right rested
on tha village of Nypern and it's impasesible peat bogs, two or %
thres miles north of the Great Roadj the center was close behind
enother village called Leuthen, about as far south of the Great
Road; the left lay a little bayond and behind the village of
fagschutz and the left flank was refused. The position was about
elght miles long, About six miles in front of the position and on
the Great Road lay the village of Borne. A renge of hills ran
south east of this village for several miles and wzs only three
miles from the Austrian position at a point opposite ite left flank.
There was & eavalry outrost at Sorne under the command of general
Nostits consisting of three Saxon regiments of dragoons and two
Russar regiments, Seven battalions were in the village of Leuthen
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eight in Nypern, all the villages wore secursd woods, scraggy
abatis snd redoubts helped make ths position strong. Bhe artlliery
was located on the heights north and gouth of Probelwitz so as to
eoamand the dipect route from Borne. Probably in antielpation of
a frontal sttask, ?wo batterdes of four guns wars od Lhe extreme
1aft and one battery of fourteen guns was between “agschuts and
Goblau, Thoe Austrians numbsred 20,000 wen, Sadasti comsanded the

¢8 left and Lucehesi the righat.
PRELIMINARY OPERAT IONSs

Frederick had made up his nind to atiack the Austrisns whsre=
evor found. H@ wae sware that his force was numerically inferdor,
but he nevs» Aoubted himself nor his men and he knsw the ground.
in boldnees alons, for him, lay safety.In & memorable addreas
to his officers and men he fired them with enthusiasa. Before
break of day he left Newnmarkt and marched toward the emeny ia
four columns. Cavsiry on each flaak and lnfantry aul artillery
in the center. Frederick, as usual in such casea, rode with the
advanse guard. AL Borne tne Prussiana ren acrose genaral Noatitz's
cavalry outpost. dulekly surroundiag it, almost the antire body
wce osptured, The few who esoapad carried confused tidings %o
Prince Charles who belisved dxs the king'e party to be only

geouts.

On the farther eide of Borhe, Frederick called a halt t1ll the
main body should arrive. He himself, accompanled by hls staff,
rode forward to the nearest nill to reconnoiter. From thie polnt
of vantege he saw the Austrian aruy drawn up before him from
Nypern to “agschutz, an interesting sigite. Froam thls poing
Frederick formulated nis plan of battle. Nypern on the right, with
ite bogs end sorags, wae cortucus, impossibls ground; in the
eonter and on the left it was open end firm, the hille running
southsast from where he stood could sereen & maneuver o envelop
bhe eneny's left flank, The plan was soon mades the range of hille
was $0 be mecured immediatelyjthe advance guard was to advance
from Borne to occupy the enemy's attention, especially hles right}
the main body, in two columns preceeded by Zsitan's cavalry was
to exeoute a column right and march,concealed by the line oi hills
untll onposite the Austrian left flank, than by wheellng hls
platoone to the left nis two columns would become nls Tirst and
gocond lines of battle and smother tha Austrian left. Zelten's
pavelry, now on Prederiok's right flank was to attack tha Austrian
flank and rear, Driessen's cavalry was to b kepl concealad in a
hollow in the vicinity of Radaxdorf, to protect Frederick's left
flank and to be used as a roeserve 1f necessary.

Frederick's maneuvers led the Austrians to believe that thelr
right wae to be attacked. Lucchesi, commanding the rigant flank,
was urgent in his calle for reinforcements. Agter hle third request
Prince Charles ment his best commander, Daun, with the unecessary
eavalry reinforcements which he drew from the left flank, The
mansuver worked perfectly for Frederick. ik sBns

THE BATTLE

At one PN, u?on_reaching & point opposite the Ausirlan left
flank®, Fraderick's columns wheeled into 1ine; and , forming the
ebligue order came streamlng over the knclle et Zegschutz., Nadasti,
a skilliful war captaln, was beautifully posted about Fegschutze.
His extreme left was refused and rested on nsavily tlmbared knolls
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his musketeers were posted in ditches, behind ponds, and on the
folde of the ground. The strong bettery of fourtesn pleces
supported the salient from the heights in rear therecf, and the
front of ths sallent was protected by strong abutls,

General Wadell, commanding the Prussisn right wing, an ilmpetuous
and brave soldier, lsunchad his sttack agalinet the strong position
after a short artlllery prepareation which battersd the abatis.

The Austrians, though surprised, and thrown into ecunfusion were
ably comusnded by Nadastl who madc a determined stand, in faet
launched a counteratinok with what csvalry Lo had remdining ,
Zoitan's cavalry wavered for s minute sfter sustaining that
downhill charge, but the Prusclan infentry,poeted c¢n ths exirems
right, supported thsir eavalry, The uphill chargs wup renswed,

the dekuge of infantry and artillery fire was increased, and,

with fixed bayonets the Prussiane hurled beck Nsdastl's line, &
captured many prisoners, the battery of fcurteen gune and oute
flarked tha Austirian position, In ebout one hcur the Aucvtrian

left wing had been completely broken, Meenwhile Prince Charlee,
pealining tco late Mirs errvor in reinforcémgek the right of his
1ine, frenticelly tried to reczll hie reservee to stom the
Prussian advence on his left, Battallione were thrown in but were
met by crowding fuglitives end cheeing Pruesiang and thersfore vwere
themgelver thromm into disorder, They arrived on the ground
flurried end blown, and without standing even one push, were thrown
back pell mell upon the center and around Leuthen, Leuthen

became the pivot about which the battle reged, It wae hastily
crganiged for defence by Prince Charlers in an endeavor to
stabilize the Dbaptle on the left until the right could swing
around and in turn envelop the Prusnien left, A strong force

weeg posted in the church yard. The Prussian line wae now facing
almont due unorth, Tor an hour the battle raged, Lucchesi , moving
Lz Dy the left wheel, attempted to envelop the Prussisn left
which scemod bare and unprotected, The divéraion war well inten@ed
but cams nesr being fatel, Drelssgen's eavalry,waiting in its
nollow for the psychologloal moment, emsrged from its hiding
place and desperately charged the Auotrlan exposed flank. Lucchesi
wes kllled and his cavalry was socaiterad, The positisn thus takem
in reverse, was soon untenable and Prince Charles was forced to
beat a hasty retreat, The day was won,

ERSULTE

In this astonishing vietory, which was won in three hours
the Pruseians lost 6,200 killed and wounded and 35 prisoners,
Tae Austrians, 10,000 xilled and woundad, 12,000 prisoner:, 57
flegs and 116 guns, A brilliant victory won by a great tactiocian,
Leuthsn stands out az the moat parfect sxample of Fraderick’'s
oblique tactice,

NOTEsNo references nave been included in this thesirs on account
of the fact that only one hook of reference wag available
in the school lidbrarys "Cariyele's Hiestory of Fredsrick
the Great" Host of the information conteined in this thesis
was obtained from Volume V of the above mentioned hlstory.




