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For ftill greater {ecurity, 1 would ad-
vife the commanding Officer to procure
a Plan of the circumiacent Country, by
the Means which the Reéader will find

xplained 1n the tenth Chapter, of Sur-
prifs, Plan 111, He will alfo find 1t ne-
cefiary totake along with him one or two
{xfe and inteliigent Guides. The {ame
tenth Chapter will likewife inftru& him
in what manner he may be enabled to
iudge of their Capatity, and confequently

J
how beft to determine in his Choice. Too

many of thefe People is frequently dan-
gerous : the more they are in Number,
the more caly will it be for fome of them
14e efcape to the Enemy, who being al‘j_
prized of your intention, it may naturally
be fuppoled, will fruftrate your Enter-
prize.

ALL things being ready for the March,
let your Van-guard A, Plan I. be or-
dered to procecd : It fhould be compofed
intirely of Cavalry. I am not a little
furprized, that all the various Authors

who
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who have treated of this part of the Art
Military, have given fo little Attention ta
this moft eflential Point. Many of them
difregard it intirely; and the reft, not
confidering {ufficiently the Bufinefs of this
advanced Party, make it to confift of In-
fantry only. Neverthelefs, if they would
but confult the ordinary Occurrences that
happen on a fecret March, their Reafon
would convince them, that Cavalry are

the moft proper for this Duty.

WHETHER they are to fecure the Pea
{ants who might difcover your Rout, or ta

attack the advanced Guard of the Enes

my, whom, by chance, you may Ren-
counter on the Road, and afterwards re-

turn to give notice of their Approach, it
1s inconteftible that they will have greatly
the Advantage over a bod§ of Infantry in
the fame Sitaation; the latter being en-
tirely incapable of giving Notice to the

main Body time enough for them to put
themf{elves in a proper Pofition to en-

.gag‘e.ﬁ

D2 For
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For the fame Reafons, in the Night,
your advanced Guard fhould be double
the Number to what itis in the Day-time.
Ir an open Country it may be advanced
to any Diftance, provided it remains In
ight of the main Body; but in clofe
Roads it thould not, during the Night,
be advanced above fifty Paces.

Tue Van-guard will likewife order a
Non-commiffioned Officer, B. with fix
Light-horfemen to march about fifty
Paces in the front of the Whole, divided
into three diftinét Parties; one In the
Centre B. and the other two C. C. on
eacn fide of the Road. The Bufinefs of
thefe fmall Parties, is carefully and in
. filence, to explore every Copfe or Cover,
and to be particularly attentive that there
be no body of Men lald flat upon the
Gtound, or concealed behind the Trees,

or in the Ditches.

At the Diftance alfo of fifty Paces, a
Serjeant and ten or twelve Dragoons

D. D.
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D. D. muft march on each Flank of the
main Body. If they fhould fall in with
the Enemy, be they ever fo numerous,
the Serjeant muft charge them at all
Events; and, by that means, endeavour
to retard their Progrefs till the Troops

have had time to form.

Eacu of thefe flanking Parties muft
alfo detach two Dragoons, who are like-
wile to march at the diftance of fafty

Paces from their Flanks, and to make
good their Rout as well as the nature of
the Country will permit. Thefe are
mark'd E. E. in the Plan, When they
come at an impaflable Thicket, or Hill,
N, N. they muft divide, and join again
on the other Side. The moment they

perceive the leaft trace or fhadow of
Troops, approaching or concealed, they
muft communicate their Sufpicions to the

Commander, by pafiing the Word from
one to another.

D 3 THE
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Tue advanced Guard thould march
flow, left the Rear fhould be obliged to
gallop. The rear Guard H. asit is chiefly
intended to prevent the {tragling of your
own [Men, needs not be very {trong.

Botu Quarter-mafters and Officers
fhould take care to keep the Men awake ;

for the 1rrezular Motion of a Rider afleep
will gall the Back of his Horfe imme-
diately, which alone 1s fufficient to re-
tard your March. No one muft be al-
lowed to {moak Tobacco, or to fpeak a
ingle Word: When they have occafion

to cough or {pit, they muft be o-dered to
puta Handkerchief to their Mouths, and

not to make the leaft Noife.

Ir your Command is {ufficiently pu-
merous, 1t will be beft to march the

Cavalry by Squadrons, and the Infantry
by Platoons. They mult alternately {uc-
cecd eachh other, {o that each Platoon

F.F.F. will march in the Front of each
oquadron



The PARTISAN. 19
Squadron G. G.G. By this Difpofition,

you will not only keep an equal pace
upon the March; but, on any {fuddaen
Alarm, may be inftantly formed for
A&ion, as we fhall fee anon.

Waen the advanced Guard perceives
any Troops of the Enemy at a Diftance,
whether by Night or Day, they are to fend
notice of it to the Commander; but not
by any means to purfue them, left they
fail into an Ambufcade; unlefs it thould
happen to be a very open Country, where
Ambufcades are impracticable. But if it
{hould fo happen that they fall in with
the Enemy at once without the leaft pre-
vious Notice, as may be the cale in the
crofling of two Roads ; in {uch a cafe, I
{ay, the advanced Guard muft, without
hefitation, charge with all pofiible fury.
They will in all probability {fucceed, be
their Opponents Horfe or Foot, provided
they lofe no time in deliberation. If on
the contrary, your Van-guard fhould pre-
cipitately retreat, it 1s ten to one but

D« they
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they throw the whole Body into dif-
order.

As foon as the Commander thall fee
the Van-guard engaged, he will order

his Infantry to face to the. Right or Left,
whichfoever may be beft to oppofe the
Cavalry of the Enemy. He will then

march them out of the Road and form
them, as may be feen by the Letters
L.L. L. or, if in the Day-time, on the
nezichbouring Height M. The whole
muft front towards the Road, where the
Cavalry remain in their order of March,
and endeavour to conceal themfelves till
the Moment they are to attack. In the
mean time the frft Squadron muft ad-
vance to {uftain the advanced Guard. If

the Enemy fhould return to the Charge,
and feem determined to difpute your Paf-

fage, your Cavalry muft feign a Retreat,
t1 l they have drawn the Enemy oppofite
to your Infantry, who by firing upon
them 1in Flank, will in all Probability
foon put them to rout. Your Cavalry

wil
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will face about at the fame Inftant, and,
as foon as the Firing ceafes, purfue them

full gallop; which muft infallibly com-
pleat their Deftruction.

"Tis prudent, upon thefe Marches, to
avoid, as much as poflible, all Villages,
Gentlemens Seats, and Farm-houfes, efpe-
cially if you march in the Night, left
you fhould be difcovered by the barking
of Dogs, or by the Peafants, who may
apprize the Enemy of your Approach.
It 1s eafy to conceive, that in the Day-
time, you are to fhun all great Roads and

open Plains in traverfing an Enemy’s
Country.

Ir you find it impoffible to avoid paf-
fing through a Village, youa are to march
in clofe Order, with as many File in
Front as the whole Space between the
Houfes will contain, and to move for-
ward as quick as you can : By this means
you will, in a great meafure, conceal
your Numbers, Two or three Officers

{hould
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{nould continue in the Rear till the Whole
have pafled. No Man, vpon any ac-
count what{oever, muft be fuffered to
ftop or quit the Ranks, though 1t were
but for a Moment. The {ame Precaution
1s neceflary at the end of every Road
which crofles that 1n  which you are
marciing.

AT the approach of any Inclofure,
Farm, Woed, Copfe, &¢. the whole muft

halt il it has been carefully reconnoitred ;
nor f{hould vou then pafls without Cir-
cum{ped t100 aﬂd Qrder.

Arrtzr pafling 2 Bridge, Defile, or

Ford, the advanced Guard fhould be

ki

crown up at the diftance of a hundred
Paces tiif the whoic have paffed, and have
2in refumed their order of March.

REM
C.'-‘

Tue Ancients, we are told, made ufe

!

r-l

of Dozs to difcover the Ambufcades of
¢he Evcmy ; but, for my part, I fhould

e in far fr._,..a depending on fuch qgles
L
th
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that I would not fuffer one of them to be
kept by any of my Corps. Nothing can
be more dangerous. It 1s more probable
that they will difcover you to the Enemy

than the Enemy to you.

IT 15 always advifeable to retain the
fame Guides that marched out wiih you.
If there thould, during the March, be a
neceflity for another, the Quarter-mafter
muft be ordered to {ecure one as fecretly
as poflible, and condu& him from the
Village by fome winding Road, that the
Peafants may not know which way you
are marching. Every Perfon, whether
Traveller or Peafant, who is {feen to have
obferved your Rout, muft be obliged to
march along with you, and not, on any
account, {uffered to efcape.

WHEN your Troops want Refrethment
in the Day-time, you are to halt in a

Wood, and during the Night in the open
Field ; but never near a Houfe, or in a
Village, if it can be avoided. You muft

3 oblige
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oblige the Country People to fetch any

thing you may want from fome neigh-
bouring Place ; but they muft deliver
what they bring at fo great a diftance as
not to be able to form any Judgment of
your Strength or Quality.

DyrinG your Halt, you ought not to
be {paring of your Centries. Six of your
hght Horfe muft always be mounted and
ready to fetch in every Perfon that may
come within fight of your Troops, When

thefe Gentry become numerous, 1t is ne-
ceflary to tye them together, and take

good care that none of them efcape till
the Blow 1s ftruck. The Officers thould

be attentive that none of the private Men
are fuffered to pafs the Centries. If you
are under a neceflity of making your Halt
near to fome Farm-houfe or Cottage,
your firft Bufinefs muft be to furround 1t,
and when you proceed on your March,
you muit oblige the Farmer to go along
with you, threatening him firft, in the
Prelence of his whole Family, with im-

| mediate
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mediate Death, if any of them dares to
{tir from the Houfe till his Return.

Tur Quarter-mafters thould be pro-
vided with a good number of Nails, and
every Horfeman muft havea Peck of Oats,

and a Horfe-thoe, 1n his Haverfack.

THE beft Seafon for fecret Marches is
the depth of Winter; for, at this time,
both the Peafants and their Dogs keep
within Doors, and the Enemy think more
of guarding againft the Cold, of which
you that are upon the March are lefs fuf-
ceptible, than of fecuring themfelves

againft any Attempt upon their Lines or
Garrifons.

Ir you happen to come near any of
their Pofts in a ftony Road, where the

noife of the Horfes Feet might difcover
your approach ; the beft way 1s to {pread
the Dragoons Cloaks, and let the Horfes
march over them. This Expedient was

frequently of fervice to me in Ifaly.
| CHAP.
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CHAP VIl

Of the choice of Poffs, and the Pre-
cautiors neceflazy for their Se-

.-q.:-#-l
(117 Hj’.

P O ST 5, in the military Language, are

thole Places where any namber of
Troops are lodged {eparately from the
Army, which they are intended to cover
and fecure from infult. Their Situation
15 commonly determined by the Com-
mander in Chief, unlefs fome Partifan
happens to have gained his Confidence;
in which cafe, he generally gives him a
difcretionary Power to pitch upon fuch
Places as fhall appear to him moft for the
oood of the Service and the benefit of
his Corps.

A ParTisan, in the choice of a Pott,
thould previoufly examine whether it be
{o fituzted 2s to facilitate his Excurfions

towards
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towards the Enemy, when he fhall be
ordered to reconnoitre their Camp, to
harrafs, or {urprize them ; whether he hag
any natural Defence in Front or on his
Flanks, fuch as Rivulet, Morafs, or Wood,
that may be eafily cleared; whether he
will be able to preferve his Communica-
tion with the Army, and in cafe of ne-
cellity, to fecure his Retreat ?

Turse Queftions being an{wered in the
Affirmative, he will proceed to take Pof-
feffion in the following manner. The
Foot are to continue under Arms in the
Center of the Place, whilft the Cavalry
make the Tour on the out Skirts, The
Commander, efcorted by‘ twelve Hu{Tars,
will, in the mean time, take a more ex-
tenfive Survey of the Country, that he
may reculate bis Plan of Operation ac-
cordingly. It would not be imprudent
to fend out, {tll further, fmall Detach-
ments of Huffars ; they will enable him
to make his Obfervations with more lei-
fure and greater {ecurity,

Havina
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Havive now form’d a diftin& Idea of
his natural Strength, and alfo of thofe
Parts that are moft expofed to infult or
furprife, he will then fix his main Guard,

as for inftance at D. Plan Il fronting
towards the Enemy. He will alfo point

out the adjacent Heights proper for poft-
ing the Videttes E. E. E. E, Their Num-
ber is determined by Circumftances and
Situation. In a clofe Country not only
your Videttes muft be numerous, but all

your Guards doubled. A non-com-
miffioned Officer with eight Dragoons,

{hould always be advanced fifty Paces in
froat of the Guard, ready to march upon
the firft Signal from any of the Videttes:
See the Letter K.

Tuis Guard being fixed, he will order
anotner to be form’'d in the center of the
Village, which is called the ordinary
Guard, and is compofea both of Cavalry
and Infantry. Sentries are to be pofted
at every Entrance into the Village, and
Videttes upon all the neighbouring

Heights,
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Heights, at fuch a Diftance as to {ee each
other.

Brsipes, it will be neceflary to mount
a Piquet before the head Quarters (the
Commander’s Lodgings) which ought to
be near the ordinary Guard. Daring the
Day, half the Cavalry of the Piquet muft
keep their Horfes bridled and ready to
mount ; but, if the Enemy is near, they

muft continue on Horfe-back. The other
half may unbridie till the Hour for

Relief.

AccorDING to the Plan which I have
laid down for the Corps under the com-

mand of a Partifan, thé main Guard may
confit of a Captain of Cavalry, a Licu-
tenant, a Sub-licutenant, Quarter-mafter,
and Sixty private Men, including fix Cor-
porals, a Trumpet, and Farrier.

Tue ordinary Guard fhould be com-
pofed of the fame number of Cavalry as

the main Guard, with an equal number
E of



of Officers and private Men of the In-
fantry.
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Tue Piquet is of the fame ftrength and
quality as the ordinary Guard.

A ParTisaNn who commands a lefs
numercus Corps, will provide for his
Security 1n proportion to his Abilities,
He muft endeavour to poft himfelf in
fome Hamlet, Country-houfe, Farm, or

Convent : for the more extenfive the place,
the more fatiguing to the Troops that

poilefs 1t, as your Guards, Videttes and
Sentries, are proporticnably numerous,

[r there thould be any Copfe or Cover,
in the neighbourhood of your Poft, with-
out the Circle of your Patroles, that

might veil the approaci of the Enemy,
it will be neceffary to mount a Guard
there during the Night, more or lefs nu-

merous according to the importance of

the Place.

THE
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~ Tue Guards and Piquets being mount-
ed, the Sentries and Videttes properly .

pofted, and all the out Detachments re-
turn’d, the next Bufinefs is to barrack your

Troops in the Gardens contiguous to the
Commander’s Quarters, and by clearing

away the Hedges and filling up the
Ditches, to level in your Iront, a Space
{ufficient to contain your whole Force
when drawn up in order of Battle.

Ir there are Graneries, they will make
excellent Stables for your Cavalry; but
in cafe therc are none, you muft build
Sheds for them as well as you can, taking
care to leave a fufficient Opening in the
Front for the whole to iffue forth in pro-

per order for charging.

Tur Officers are to occupy the Houfes
adjoining to the Barracks; but it will be

proper for one of a Company or Troop,
to remain with the Men Night and Day,
to prevent their going into the Village
without leave.

E 2 THE
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Tue Commander will indicate to all
the Troops, the Place of general Rendez-
vous V. 1 cafe of Retreat, It fhould
be at fome diftance from the Village, and

fuch as may be{t {ecure his Retreat to the
main Army.

AT the fetting of the Sun, the main
Guard muft retire within the Poft, and
join the Piquet ; one half of the Cavalry
of which muft continue on Horfe-back
till the dawn of Day, when the main

Guard are to refume their Station. Sen-
tries and Videttes muf{t be doubled, and
every Opening, except that in the Front,

block'd up by a double line of Waggons,

The Videites are to be relieved every
Four by two Corporals of the ordinary
Guard. 'They will march out together,
bat naving paft the poft A. Plan 1L they
wiil divide their Command, and wheel
round to the Right and Left, one relieving
the Videttes B.B.B. and the other, thofe
at C, C.C. which when they have per-

formed
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formed they are with the relieved Videttes,
to make a reconnoitring Tour of two or
three Miles, as you will fee dotted in the

Plan.

Besipes this, the Captain of the main
Guard will fend out double Patroles which

are conftantly to march half an Hour
after the relieving Parties during the

Night, and to purfue the fame Rout.

On the return of each, the Corporals

muft report to the Officer of the ordinary

Guard, and the Patroles to the Captain of
the main Guard.

It is prudent likewife, a little before
the f{etting and rifing of the Sun, to dif-

patch a grand Patrole, commanded by an
Officer, with orders to examine fcrupu-
loufly the entire Environs ; efpecially {fuch
Places as are capable of concealing any
number of Troops: For thefe probably
are the Times when the Enemy will at-
tempt to furprize you.

E 3 As
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As Sentries are but Sentries, it is ab-
{olutely neceffary to repeat to them each
Particular of their Duty, every time they
are pofted. No {moaking, on any account ;

for the leaft Spark of Flre in the Night,

may prove a futficient guide to the Enemy.
Theyare not to walk above five Paces to

the Right, and as many to the Left, of their
Poft ; nor are they ever to retire under

cover, let the Weather be what it will.
They are to {uffer no Soldier to pafs t]’*em
on any Pretence whatever : This will pre-
vent Marauding and Defertion,

TuE Videttes are to ftop all Paflengers,
and conduct them to the next Sentry.
The Sentry muft pafs the Word for the
Corporal. who 1s to g0 along with them
to the Commander. 1f there appears to
be any number of People, the Vidette is
to bid them ftand tl.e moment he pereeives
them; and make them keep their Di-

ance till the Officer thall have fent 2
proper Party to reconnoitre them. If
the appear to be of the Enemy, he will
fire his Peice at them, and retire im-

mediately, OnN
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On the firft Alarm, both the main
Guard and the Picquet are inftantly. to

mount their Horfes, They are each of
“them to detach a Subaltern with a Party

of fuch as are beft mounted to meet the
Enemy. The remainder of the maimn
Guard and the Cavalry of the Picquet are
then, under the Command of their refpec-
tive Captains, to march in order to fup-

port the firft Detachments, and repuife,
or at leaft detain, the Enemy till the Com-

mander fhall have time to form his little
Army. If he finds their Force not too
greatly Superior, he fhould, without hefita-
ting a moment, put himfelf at the head of
his Cavalry only, and charge them with
all the Vigour and Impetuofity in his

power. In the mean time the Infantry
will have {ufficient leifure to make an
advantageous Difpoﬁtion to fupport him.

We muft not here forget a very eflen-
tial Circumftance, namely, that the mo-
ment the firft Detachments march off;
the whole Infantry of the Picquet fhould

E 4 retire
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retire to the place of Rendezvous affign’d
in cafe of a Retreat, and fthould fpeedily
be followed by a ftrong Party of Cavalry
from the main Body. If your Rendezvous
thould happen to be fo fituated that the
Epemy might poflibly occupy 1t betore
you, and by that means, cut off your
Retreat entirely: To prevent fuch a
Difafter, 1t will be necellary for the In-
fantry of the Picquet to keep conftant
pofleflion of 1t, together with a Licute-
nant and twenty lHorfe, to be employ’d
in Patroles and reconnoltring Parttes.

SuouLp 1t feem that the Enemy are
greatly {fuperior, and that they are moving
to furround you, the Commander muft
fall back his Troops to tne place of gene-
ral Rendezvous, where he 1s to halt ti]

the whole have join'd, and then condu&

his Retreat in the manner direGed 1n the
Xilth Chanter of this Book, in which
the Subject wiil be more amply difcufs’d.

FOR
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For your greater Security in a Peft

where you are likely to continue fome
time, and where you have réafon to ex-
pect frequent vifits from the Enemy, it
may not be amifs to caufe your People,
with the affiftance of the Peafants, to
throw up {light Intrenchments in thofe
Places that are moft expofed, to fecure
the Woods by frequent Abbatis (Trees
cut down) the Fords with Stakes, and
your Front, by finking Pits in the open
Plain, mto which their Cavalry muft 1n-
fallibly plunge if they fhould attempta
Coup de main. If in your Front, or upon
cither of your Flanks, there fhould hap-
pen to be a Bridge, as at N. which might
{acilitate the Approach, and Retreat of
the Enemy, 1t muit be inftantly broken
down, unlefs you imagine it may be of
{ervice to you, 1n which cafe vou are to
- {ecure 1t by a {trong Guard.

Tuat the Commander may form his
Plan of attack and detence to the arcateft

Advantage, he fhouid take a very accurate
ourvey
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Survey of every Avenue to his Poft, and
reculate accordingly a Scheme of Opes
ration {u'table to each, whether it be to
cut off their Retreat, or to take them in
Flank by fome blind Road convenient for
the Purpofe. He will not fail to inform
nis Officers of his Defigns, and to hear
their Cpinions, efpecially of thofe of
experienced  Abilties.  Such  Precau-
tions wiil be of infinite Service in his
Attempts to furprize the Parties of the

Enemy which will be fent to reconnoitre
his Poil.

Ir they fhould approach you in the
Nigiit, you are not to attack them upon
any ¢ccount whatloever: for it will be
impotitbie to judge of their Strength, and
they cre fuppofed to be informed of

L.

Lzt no {uipe&ed Women come among
veur 1reops: their Viiits are dangerous
on many accounts, as they will not only

debauch
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debauch your People, but may gIve In-
telligence to the Enemy.

No Deferter muft be f{uffered to re-
main with you: if any of them come
over in the Night, let them be detained

by the Sentries till Day-break, and then
conducted to the Army.

You are to fuffer no body of Troops
whatever to come within your Poft, un-
lefs they can produce a proper Paffport
from the General, or that you are ac-
quainted with fome of their Officers.
Give no credit to the Parole, nor their
Uniform ; but defire them politely, yet
very ferioufly, to return by the way they
came, or otherwife that you will treat
them as Enemies. You are to continue
under Arms till they have pafled all your
Guards. This Conduct will teach other

Detachments to take proper Precautions
for their admittance.

THE
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Tue Officers fhould be ordered to
remain as conftantly as poffible with their
refpective Corps, Troops, and Com-
panies. ‘Their Hours of Repaft fhould
be fo contrived, that the private Soldiers
fhould never be left entirely without

Officers.

It i1s as neceffary to be careful of our
Provifions in the Field, as if we were at
Sea. The Cfficers thouid be fatisfied with
a few Difhes, and thofe of plain, whole-
fome, Food. Indulgence of every kind

has always been an Enemy to military
Virtue.

Tre Bed of a Partifan is the fame with
that of his Troops, v7z. his Cloak; and a
little Straw.  He muft never {trip but in

the Day-time, I order to change his
Linen. It will be advifable for him to

rife frequently during the Night, and
vifit his Out pofts; efpecially in bad Wea-
ther, for 1t 1s then that he has moft reafon
to expect Attempts from the Enemy.

Nothing
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Nothing encourages a Soldier fo much as

the frequent Prefence of his Commander.
The reft of his Ofhicers will not fail to
follow his Example, This I myfelf have

frequently experienced, to my very great
Satisfaction, as I found it to have a happy
Influence on my whole Corps.

During the Campaign of 1757, one
of our Partifans wrote to M. de Mailleboss,
that he had feized a very advantageous
Poft, and had taken every neceffary Mea-
fure to prevent his being furprized. It
happened that I was detach'd the Night

following, to reconnoitre the Enemy.

By chance 1 fell in with this Poft : but

how was I aftonifh’'d, to find every Man
in the Place, both Officers and private

Men, faft afleep! It was now dawn of
Day. I had fcarce time to awake them
before the Enemy appear’d. Fortunately,

I was ready to receive them. We amufed
them till Noon, when we were joined

by the Army.

NOTHING
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NoTHING can be more dangerous for
a Corps than to have an indolent and
delicate Commander, embarraflfed with
an uicle(s train of Domefticks, fuper-
fluous Equipage, Camp-beds, Kitchen-
furniture, and, in fhort, every other Ap-

pendage of Luxury and Effeminacy.

Such fine Gentlemen generally pafs their
whole Time in Bed, or at Table, aban-
doning the Security of their Pofts folely
to the Vigilance of their Guards, who,
rot being anfwerable for the Condult of
their Commander, moft certainly neglect
their Duty, and are eafily {furprized.
When the Place 1s loft we hear loud
Complaints, and every one endeavours to
exculpate himfelf by impeaching another ;
but the Equity of the General will foon
caft the whole Reflection upon the Com-
mander. How many Inftances of this
kind does our laft Campaign in the Elec-
torate of Hanover afford ? How many of
our Parties were {urprized and taken with
all their Baggage, which was facrificed,

through the Negligence or Inexperience
of



The PARTISAN: - 63

of our Commanders, to the laudable Vigi-
lance of our Enemies ?

A wiseE Partifan 1s convinced that he
cannot too attentively, watch every Mo-
tion of the Enemy, who will frequently
caufe falfe Alarms with a defign to throw
you off your guard, and deceive you into
an idle Security, which fooner or later
will certainly prove fatal.

I aAm by no meansof the fame Opinion
with thofe who defpife a falfe Alarm, and,
in order to {pare their Men, never make
them ftand to their Arms till they are
affured of a real Attack. On the con-
trary, I think myfelf authorifed by Ex-
perience to maintain, that upon the leaft
alarm from the Videttes, you fhould

beat to arms Immediately: And though
the Troops which ‘are approaching thould
prove to be 2 Detachment from your own

Army, the inftant you are apprized of it,
you fhould reconnoitre, receive, or pur-

4 fue
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fue them, with all the Attention that the
Cultom of War requires.

I am far from being apprehenfive that

fuch Accuracy and Diligence, as I have
recommended for the fecurity of a Poft,
will prove an unneceflary Fatigue to your
Troops: on the contrary, it will con-
tribute greatly towards inuring them to

Hardthips, augment their Courage,
Watchfulnefs and Dexterity; whilft, on
the other hand, the 1activity of a Corps
pails upon the Spirits, and {foftens the

Heart of the Soldier.

A Parrisan whoadheres ferupuloufly
to thefe IMaxims, need be under no ap-
prenenfions of a Surprize. Were he
even iituated in the moft woody and in-

clofed Country, it will be impofiible for the
Enemy to advance within a quarter of a

Mile of his Poft, without his being ap-
prifed of their Approach, either by the
Videttes or Patroles.  I'ive Minutes being
{ufficient time to form, he will have at

lealt
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leaft ten Minutes more to confider what

Steps are moft prudent to be taken;
whether 1t be advifable to attack, defend,

or retreaf.

Wiuen a Partifan eftablifhes his Poft in
an Enemy’s Country, his firft care muft
be to provide for the Subfiftance of his
Corps. He will immediately fend out -
Parties, as far forward as poffible, to
oblige the principal Villages to fupply him
with all the Forage and Provifions in
their power; referving thofe that are
neareft, particularly that of which he is
in pofleffion, till the laft Extremity.

As it 1s above all things required, that
he thould fend conftant Intelligence of
all his Proceedings to the General, ne.
muft be very careful to fecure his Com-

munication with the Army.

I CHAP.
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CHAP IX

Precautions neceflary in  Recon-
7101£7 171

RECONNOITRING Parties are {mall
Detachments fent out to bring intel-

licence of the Enemy, or of a particular
Country or Diftnét . if the firft, it is to
obferve their Pofition, March, or Force;
but if the Country be the Obje&, they
are to give an account of its Roads, Ad-
vantages, and Embarrafments. Which-
ever be the Delign, 1t 1s necefiary for the
commanding Officer to be accompanied
bva fkillful Geographer or Drafts-man ;
who mult be mounted on one of the very
beft Horfes, that, m cafe your Efcort
fhould at any time happen to be difperfed
by a {uperior Force, he may ftand the

better chance to efcape with his Papers
and his Diicoveries.

ALL
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Avrv Parties detach’d with adefign only
to reconnoitre, fhould confift of twelve
to twenty Men at moft. No Officer, of
what Rank foever, can object to the 1n-
fignificance of the Command. Though
he marches with a {mall Number, the
Expedition 1s of the laft Impoitance to
the Service, and frequently of infinite
Advantage to his Prince. If he is fuc-

cefsful, he cannot have a ftronger Recom-
mendation to his General, as there is no
Duty which requires more Fortitude and

Abilities.

IT is felf-evident that your Succefs dea
pends entirely on your Intention being
kept {ecret, and that unlefs you can con-
ceal your march from the Enemy, you
may as well continue in your Camp.
Now there is nothing plainer than that
you have a better chance to efcape their

Obfervation with a {mall Detachment than
with a large one,

2 As
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As thefe Parties are to march as expe-
ditioufly as poffible, it 1s generally advifable
to compofe them entirely of Cavalry;

unlefs your Obje¢t 1s at a confiderable
Diftance : in that cafe you may augment

the Party with thirty Foot, who are to
continne in fome place of Ambufcade
about half way on the Road, where the
Cavalry will leave the Provifion they may
have made for their Refrethment.

As to the Precautions to be taken upon
the March, I muft refer the Reader to
Chap. VII. with this difference only, that
your flanking Parties are to confift of no
more than two private Men, who are

always to keep the commanding Officer
in fight.

THE Partifan, who is detached in the
front of an Army, fhould have his In-
ftructions in writing, He will {o regulate
bis March as to reach the Place, where

he 15 to bezin his Obfervations, about

break of Dav.  Whenever he is obliged

(o
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to halt, his Troops muft front towards
the Enemy; and, if there is any high
Ground near the Place, he will detach a
Corporal with two private Men, to take
a View of the Country in the mean Time,
When he comes near the Enemy’s Camp,
he muit not, on any account, halt mn or
near a Village.

Tue Particulars, of which the Officer
as well as the Geographer, are to take

{fpecial Notice, are Hills, Vallies, Woods,
Lakes, Morafles, Rivers, Rivulets, Fords,

Bridges, Roads, Boundaries, difficult and
dangerous Paffes, Bye-ways, Meadows,

Fields, Heaths, Diftance and Strength of
Caftles, Villages, Farm-houfes and Mills ;

allo to whom the Country belongs, and
what it produces.

THE moment you are difcovered by

the Enemy, though you might not have
finithed your Obfervations, you muit
affemble your Troops and rejoin your In-

fantry, which we are to fuppofe were left
F 3 T
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in 2 Weod, or in fome other Place fecure
frem the Enemy’s Cavalry.  After having
taken a little Refrefhment, you will re-
turn to compleat your Remarks. If you
are obliged to retreat as far as your Poft,
it will be neceflary to defer your Bufinefs
till the next Dav. The preafe Hour of
Noon 15 the Time when you have the
leaft to apprehend; for it is then that
detached Parties are the leaft frequent.

You are, at any rate, to avoid coming
to Blows, even though you were aflured
of Succefs, unlefs 1t fhould be in your
Return, and that you are near enough
- your Poft to be heard by the main Guard,

who will not fail to cover your Retreat.

Ir at any time you f{hould be under a
necefiity to cut your way through a body
of Troops who may have intercepted
your Retreat, the only means of Safety is,
to charge them full Speed without the
leaflt Hefitation, if the Obfervations you

have made are of Impertance to the Army,
you
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you muft do all in your Power to fave
the Geographer, though you were to
facrifice the reft of your Detachment.

WHEN you are fent out with a Defign
to reconnoitre the Enemy’s Camp, their
Numbers and Pofition, you muft ap-
1proach them with great Caution. The
dawn of the Day is by no means the beft

time for this Bufinefs, as you will then
infallibly fall in with fome of thelr

Patroles or reconnoitring Parties.  You
muft therefore be beforehand with them,
and advance towards them 1n the Night.
Their Pofition and Extent may be eafily
difcovered by the Fires at their quarter
Guards and advanced Piquets; and it 1s

no lefs eafy to know if they are about to
change their Situation, by the extraor-
dinary Noife in their Camp, There are

allo many other Particulars that may be
obferved in the Night, as you have it in
your Power to advance within fo little a
way of thewr Camp, without the leaft
Danger.

F 4 Uron
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Uron the whole, Mid-day is the beft
time for the Geographer to make his
Obfervations. From the Hours of Twelve
to Three he may pafs from the Summit

of one Hill to another, without much
Rifk; for, as I have already faid, there
are feldom any Parties detached from an
Army duiing that Time.

You will be careful to feize every
Ferfon you meet, and not releafe them

£1i] vou have executed your Orders.

Tuzre is yet another Method that
may be prattifed for the Security of a
Party {ent to reconnoiter ; which 1s, to
let it be compofed of fuch Men as {peak
the Language of the Enemy, and to dif-
guife them in Surtouts refembling the
Uniform of one of the Enemy’s Regiments,
with Cockades of their Colour. It is
pofiible to double the Deceit by lining
their Surtouts with the refemblance of
{fome other Regiment. Thus by turning
their Coats they will appear to be another

Corps,
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Corps, and fo deceive their Spies, their
Guards, the Peafants, and confound
their Reports.

CHAP X
Of Surprifes.

SurPRISE in the language of War,

is a fudden and unexpeted attack
upon the Enemy. The ways of putting
this in Execution are infinitely manifold :

for all the Stratagems that have hitherto
been imagined to deceive and feduce the

Enemy, were, in falt, fo many different
methods of Surprife ; the Circumftances
of which are fo various, that it is im-
poffible to exhibit a perfect Detail of the
Matter, notwithftanding the Affliftance of
fo many excellent Writers upon the

Subject.

SURPRISES in general may be divided
into two diftinét Claffes ; namely, {uch

a3
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as are attempted by a fudden and un-
expected Attack upon the Enemy’s Camp,

Lines, Pofts or Gairifons; and thoic
which are executed by means of an Am-

bufcade, when they are upon the March.
The firit of thefe {hall be the Subjet of
this Chapter : which that I may not ex-
tend beyond my ufual Limuts, I fhall
mention only the moft eflential Parti-
culars.

FirsT then [ would eftablifh as an in-

variable Maxun, that ycu are never to
attempt to furprife a Poft of the Enemy,
without being previoufly aflured of its
Situation, Strength, and Importance.

three Circumftances that are abfolutely
neceffary to be Kknown.

Tue pext thing 15, to make yourfelf
well acquainted with the circumjacent
Countrv ; to be particularly informed of
every Avenue, Morafs, River, Bridge,
Heizght, Weod or Cover, that may appear
to have any connexion with the Place.

Without
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Without fuch Intelligence, it will be im-
poflible to regulate your Approach with
adequate Propriety. Nor ought you to
be lefs certain of the Number and Quality
of their Troops.

IT were allo to be wifhed, that you
could gather fome information concerning
the Strength of their Guards, and whether
they are circum{pect or negligent in their
Duty. A previous Idea of fuch Particu-
lars will be a confiderable Advantage in
your Favour, and contribute greatly to the
probability of your Succels.

During the feveral Campaigns which
I have ferved under various Generals, 1
was frequently order’d to procure Intel-
ligence concerning the Situation of the
Enemy’s Pofts, without approaching them,
I had always the good fortune to fucceed.

The method I took was as follows, which

I flatter mylfelf the Reader will confefs
to be infallible,

I sup-
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I suprosE myfelf at Seeff, in Weftpha-
fra, A, Plan 1lI. and the Enemy pofted
at Berwick, B. two Leagues diftant from
me. In order to reconnoitre this Place
without coming near 1t, I take a Map of
the Country, and making Soeff my Center,
draw a Circle, including Berwick about
half a League within the Circumference.
I then take a Sheet of Paper and draw
another Circle of the fame Dimenfions.
I place Soeff in the Center A. and all the
Villages which 1 find in the Map within
the Circle, I mark in my Plan according
to their refpective Diftances and Bearings.
Thele I trace frft with my Pencil, that

I may afterwards reCify the Miftakes
which I may difcover in the Map.

Havinc thus laid the foundation of
my Plan, according to a Scale of two

Leagues (that being the fuppofed Diftance
of Berwick) 1 vifit the Burgomafter of

Sozft, or fend for fome of the moft in-
telligent of the Inhabitants. I converfe
with them openly, and without referve,

in
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in order to excite them to give me fuch
Information as I want.

BuT the better to conceal my Defign,
I begin my Enquiry with the Village of
Brockbhaufen ; if they tell me it is five
Miles from Seeff, 1 corret my Plan ac-

cordingly, in which 1t appeared to be
two Leagues.’

1 THEN inform myfelf of every Par-

ticular on the Road to Brockbaufen ; fuch
as Chapels, Houfes, Caftles, Villages,
Woods, Plains, Bridges, &c. Suppofing

they fay, that at a good half League from
Soeft, you pafs the Village of Hinderking,
I mark it accordingly., 1 then enquire
whether there are no crofs Roads, Morafes,
Woods, &c. whether it be a ftrait Road,
paved, or deep; in fhort, 1 endeavour to
omit nothing that may in the leaft con-
tribute towards giving me a perfect Know-
ledge of the Country; and all the Parti-
culars I can poflibly collect are carefully

fpecified in my Plan, which, in courfe,
muft
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muft become nfinitely more perfe& than
any printed Map can poflibly be.

I continue my Enquiry concerning the
Road from Hinderking to Brockbaufen,
advancing bv degrees, and afking the
fame Queftions relative to the feveral
Villages marked D. D. D. By this means,
I acquire a perfedt Knowledge of the
whole Diftri¢t, am enabled to judge how
the Enemy are fituated, and what Rout I

muft take to approach them with the
areateft Secrecy.

A Pran of this kind is not only of
ereat Utility in forming fecret Expeditions,
but is indifpenfibly neceffary for the com-
manding Cfiicer of a Party. By the help
of this, his private [nftruttions may be
rendered quite explicit, and perfectly in-
telligible to thofe under his command ;

who, having a fketch of their Rout along
with them, w:ll in their Excurfions, run
no rifk of being deceived or mifled by
ignorant or treacherous Guides. This

I method
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method of inquifition likewife enables me

to judge, which of thofe whom I affem-

bled, is belt qualified to act as a Guide in
cafe I fhould want one.

I suALL not amufe the Reader with 2

detal of Stratagems praGifed by the
Ancients, to furprife the Enemy’s For-

trefles. They are now {o univer(ally
known and exploded, that he who fhould
attemnpt to put them 1in execution would
be thought little better than a Mad-

man. I am theretore by no means of
opinion with fome modern Authors, who
talk of introducing into a Town a fuffi-
cient number of Soldiers, in Waggons
laden with Straw. The thing is abfo-
lutely impracticable in time of War, as
Carriages of all kinds are conftantly ex-
amined with great Circumfipection ; par-

ticularly if there appears to be any con-
fiderable Number of them; not to men-

tion the great Difhculty which the Men

would have in extricating themfelves from
their embarrafled Situation.

THERE
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THERE are other Writers on this Sub-
je&t who have laid great ftrefs on Efea-

Jades, advifing us to make feveral feign’'d
Attacks at the fame inftant, 1n order to

conceal the real one. Thefe general
Affaults are not within the province of a
Partifan ; for befides the neceflity of his
being an Engineer, to judge of the
Strength and Weaknefs of a Fortification,
there are 2 number of Utenfils required for
cutting down the Palifadoes, paffing the
Fofice, and efcalading the Works, which
are always above the reach of portable
Ladders. Such Affaults alfo demand fo
confiderable a number of Troops, as that
being divided into feparate Bodies, each

{hall of itfcif be able to form, or {uftain
an Attack, of which the detached Corps

of a Partifan 1s utteriy 1ncapable.

Tue Expedient which carries with
the greatelt probability of Succels, for a
Partifan who commands only four hun-
dred Foot, and who 15 aflured that the

Garriton confifts of no more than two

Hundred,
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Hundred, (for nothing of this kind muit
be attempted without double the numbes
of the Enemy) is to mazke cheice of had
Weather, fuch as high Winds, or thick
Fogs in Wintor, and 1n the Summer Sea-
{on, violent Storms of Rain and Thunder.
When after exceffive Heat, the Air is
fuddenly agitated by a high Wind, you
are then inftantly to mount a part of your
Infantry on covered Waggons? which you
are to hold in conftant readine(s during
the whole time that your Projeé is in
agitation.  Every Man of your Corps
muft be provided with a dog-ikin Cover-

ing, to {ecure his Ammunition, {fo con-
trived as to be eafily removed. The reft
of your Infantry are to mount behind the
Cavalry, You are to appoint a general
Rendezvous about a League from the
Place you intend to furprife.  Here you
are to halt ; and if the Weather {eems to
clear up, you muft inftantly retreat, re-
ferring the Affair to another Day. A ten-
fold repetition of this mancuvre thould not
break your Refolution.  If the Place is of

G Im-
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Importance, your Succefs at laft, will

prove a {ufficient Reward for your
Trouble.

Burt if on the contrary, the Wind en-
creafes and the Storm continues gathering,
conduc your Approach in fuch a manner
as to have the Wind on your Backs; for
if it is in your Face, the Enemy’s Sentries
will perceive you at {fome Diftance, be-
fides your Cavalry will advance with

Difficulty.

Having taken all the neceffary Pre-

cautions, you are to increafe your Pace in
proportion as the Storm augments. Du-
ring its greatelt Violence, your Waggons
and your Cavalry will proceed with great

Celerity ; and you will have no reafon to
be under the leaft Apprehenfion, as it is

impofiible for the Enemy to hear or fee

any thing of your March, for the Incle-
mency of the Weather will force their

Sentries to turn their Backs to the Wind,
or retire within their Boxes.

AT
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AT about three hundred Paces from
the Place, both the Dragoons and Foot
muft difmount and fix their Bayonets.
The Huflars are to remain with the
Waggons, which muft be turned, ready |
to retreat.  Your Infantry you will form 1n
five Divifions, which are to act indepen-
dently of each other,

You are now to begin your March,
proceeding as expeditioufly as poffible,
without breaking your Ranks. You pals
boldly the Barriers and the Gates, {eizing
the Sentries and Guards as you go along,
without firing a Shot, and with as little
noife as you can, This is to be executed
with all imaginable difpatch.

- WhaiLsT your firft Divifion is thus em-
ploy’'d, the others are to puth forward

into the Town, The fecond will make
immediately‘ for the main Guard; the
third muft {fecure the Governor or Com-
mandant ; the fourth, which fhould be
the ftrongeft, will fly to the Caferns or

G2 Barracks



