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Barracks, and take pofieffion of the Arms ;
the fifth muft have ordersto remain in the

Strect near the (ate, as a Corps de re-
{erve.

Eacu Divifion muft be conducted by
one of the Prifoners which were at the

Gate. You will now fend orders for the
Huffars to advance full fpeed : they are

to patrole in the Streets as far as the In-

fantry have proceeded.

As thele Surprifes cannot pofi; ly take

piace but under favour of a Storm, which
1s icldom of long continuance, it 13 evident

the whole muft be well concerted, and

evecuted with ail imaginable dexterity and;
e};pedition.

IT 1s very certain that the Rain will
make it rather dithcult for the Infantry to
iarch with any degree of celenty, as in
clavey Grounds their Fect wiil be apt to
ilip; but they mult do as well as they

Can,
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can. Great Roads are generally pretty
well covered with Stones or Gravel.

Ir, in taking poficflion of the Gate,
they happen in fome part of the Place, to
have caught the Alarm, you muft divide
your Troops 1nto two Wings, and march
them feperzcely up on to the Rampart, one
to the Right and the other to the Left of
the Gaté. They will nftantlv {cize the
Cannon, turn them upon the Town, and
then fummon the Garrifon to furrender.

In cafe the Stroke fhould fail, and that
you fhould be obliged to retire, vour
Difappointment can be attended with no
very great Danger; for as the Garrifon,

by {uppofition, confifts of no more than
half your Number, they will {uffer you
to retreat without Moleftation.

I AM not ignorant that there are many

Commanders who would raife a thoufand
Objections to fuch Attempts, and that

they will appear to be attended with too
G 3 many
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many Difficulties to afford a profpet of
Succefs. But I {peak from Experience,

by which T am authorifed to nfilt on the
valhidity of my Reafoning, and the ef-
ficacy of the Method T propofe. 1 {hall,
neverthelefs, quote only two Inftances,
wherein I mylelf was concern’d, to prove
that violent Weather affords the moft
tavourable Opportuntty for Attempts of
this nature.

Bring at the head of thirty Huffars,
in order to efcape a Storm that feem’d
gathering in our Rear, 1 made the beft
“of my way to a Town well fortified and
{trongly garrifoned. It blew a Hurrican.
I pafied the Barrier and the Gates, with-
out being feen or heard by any one Sentry,
though my Horfcs made no inconfiderable
Noife. Ieven called to the firft Guard
as I paffed ; yet pafled unperceived. I
then traverfed the Town to gain the Inn,
which happened to be in the oppofite
Suburbs, without meeting any living
Soul in the Streets, Indeed the Sentry

at
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at the lalt Barrier {poke to me, and we
exchanged a few Words, but neither of
us underftood one Word of what the
other faid : yet it had not begun to raimn ;
but it blew violently.

I uaDp another Proof of this kind in
the Year 1757 on Chrifimas Eve, when
in the Hanoverian Domintons, I pafled
with eighty light Horfe, between two of
the Enemy’s Guards, without being pere
ceived : yet I marched through the middle
of a large Plain. The Night was ex-

treamnly clear ; but the Wind was fo vio-
lent, that the Sentries could not poffible
turn their Faces towards 1t, and confequent-
ly never {faw me. I gained the Rear of
their Army, and carried off feveral of

their Horfes without mcleftation, Yet
farther, the Night following in my return,

I pafled two different Pofts of our own
Army, the one guarded by a party of
Huffars, and the other by a Reziment of

Dragoons, and was feen only by a Sentry
near the Center of the laft, who did not

G 4 dare
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dre 1o call to me, as | had already paiy'd
¢ Cut-guard.

Jable to take the qdvantacre

~

of bad Weatiier when you have a Geﬁgn
£y {arprite f‘-y Tfcalade, {ucnhr of the
nemy's Pofis asare mnvirened by a Wall,
as Catlies, Convents, Towns, &e.  For
this purpoiz, vou are to advance during
the MNiche, and to {eize the moment of a
fevere Blait, wiich will force the Sentries
to turn thor Backs to the Wind,  Apply
without hefitation, your Ladders to the
windward fide of the Place, and doubt
not of Succeds.

A Trick rog will be no lefs favourable
to voar Defizn when you mean to {ur-

L] i

piiic an entrencii’d Poft. When you
come rear the Trenches, corder your Men
to creep upon their -Hands, to prevent
their being difcovered.  Thefe Surprifes

are attended with very little danger ;

whillt, on the contrary, whenever you
make f:gned Attacks, you are fure to

alarm
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alarm the Enemy, and frequently pay
dear for a fuccefle(s Enterprife.

WiieN you have an intention to fur-
prife the Enemy in a Village, Farm, Mo-

naftry, or other Poft detach’d from the
Army, you are to feparate your Command
into two diftin@ Bodies, each compoled
of Cavalry and Foot : one of which muft
make the attack 1n Front, and the other
in the Rear, It will be neceffary to be
provided with a fmall number of Wag-
gons to carry off your wounded in cafe of
a Repulfe. The Commanders of each
Party muft take care to be very accurate
in calculating the Time requifite for thofe
that are to attack in the Rear, to march
round ; and to regulate their Signals fo
that they may advance at the fame inftant,
The dead of Night 1s the beft Time for
{uch Enterprifes ; unlefs the Poft happens

to be at {uch a diftance from the Army,
as to expet no Affiftance : 1n that cafe,
you have time enough till the break of
Day.

6 THE
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The Detachment, which 1s intended
for the rear Attack, muft have no more
Foot than can be mounted behind the
Cavalry, They are to form at the diftance
of about a quarter of a Mile from the
Poft, ahundred Paces out of the Road.

Tue Cavalry of the other Wing will
al{fo fcrm at the fame Diftance, where the
Waggons and the Drams are likewife to
halt ; the Dragoons are to move up about
ten Minutes after the Infantry have ad-
vanced ; who, guided by the Enemy’s
Fires, and crouching along, are to ap-
proach tnem as near as poffible.  If they
perceive a Patrole, they muft lic flat to
the Ground. The Officers are to raife
their Heads a little to fee whether they
are not directly in the way of the Patroles ;
mn which cale, they will creep backward
or torward, fo as to remain unperceived.
One Officer muft continue to obferve the
Patrole, and the inftant they have paffed,
vour Infantry muft march up to the Poft,
and endeavour to clear the way for the

Cavalry,
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Cavalry, in cafe 1t thould happen to be
barricaded with Waggons or otherwife.
They are then to proceed inftantly to-
wards the Fire; but if there are feveral

Lights, they are then to divide into fo
many diftin¢t Parties, fo as to furprife the

Whole at the {ame time.

Tue Cavalry 1 the Rear are to advance
brifkly, as foon as the Foot make their
firft difcharge, leaving only a Serjeant
and a File of Men to-guard the Waggons,
Thofe who were detach’d to the oppofite

fide of the Poft, are alfo to advance at the
fame Signal, Trumpets founding and
Drums beating, with orders to attack
fuch of the Enemy as may endeavour to
fave themfelves by flight,

IT 1s beyond all Doubt, that the Ene-
my, feeing all their Guards taken, your
Infantry {pread over every part of the
Village, and hearing at the fame time the

different marches of Horfe and Foot ad-
vancing on all fides of them; I fay, it is

more
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more than probable they will give up the
Flace. or at moft endeavour to fave them-
felves bv a confufed Retreat. It will
then be ne difficult matter for your Cavalry
to ftop the Fugitves ; but they muft have
very pofitive Orders, never, during the
T‘{i;ht to purtee above a Mile; but not
Yard, 1f it thould happen to be a clofe
Country.

Tre Place being taken, you are in-
ftantiy to fend off all the Booty and the
Prifoners, guarded by your whole Infan-
try. The Wounded are to be put upon
the Waggons, or on the Horfes you may
have taken. The Cavalry are to compofe
vour Van and rear Guards, the latter of
v-hich muft be much the ftrongeft.

Wiearen the Poft which you intend to
furpﬂfe 15 at the Diftance of ten or twelve
Leacues frem yours, as the Enemy are
lefs apprmeuﬁv , you will accomplifh
your Work with greater facility. In this
ca‘e, your whole Infantry, with a Lieu-

6 tenant
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tenant and twenty Dragoons, may take
Poft about half diftance, under cover of
{ome Wood or Farm, with orders to be
conftantly upon their Guard. The Com-
~mander will proceed with the reft of the
Cavalry, taking along with him f{ome
Refrethment for himfelf and his iceple,

if the Place fhould happen to be at oo
great Diftance to be attempted the fame
Night. He muft alfo have with him an
intelligent Guide ; but muft not commu-
nicate his Defign to him till he is a little
advanced upon the Road. He will ac-
company his Declaration with Promifes
and Threats; affuring him that bis Zeal
and Fidelity fhall be generoufly recom-
nenfed, but that 1f he {fhould dare to
miflead the Party, he fhould not only be
punifhed with immediate Death, but the

Village to which he belongs, burnt te
Afhes.

You are foon to firnike out of the great
Road, ordering your Guide to condutt

vou'in {uch a manner, as that you may
feem
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feem defigning to leave the Enemy’s Pott,

which you intend to furprife, about a
Leagve to the Right or Left.  If 1t 151
¢he winter Seafon, there wiil be no necef-
fity for making fo large a Circuit, as ycu
then run no great Rifk of meeting People
i the Fields, or crofs Roads.

As foon as you appear to be 1n a Line
with the Place, you arc to march ob-
brguely towards it, fo as atalittle Diftance

from the Gate, to flrike into the Road
tiiat communicates with their Army; and

from hence vou are to make your
Aflault.

Tue genius of this kind of War fome-
times carries Temerity {o far as even to at-
tempt the Wing of an Army encamped on
an open Plain; but fuch Exploits are too
daring to be often 1mutated : the Danger
15 very great, and the Retreat of {o {mall
2 Body of Troops, as that of a Partifan,
vaftly precarious, unlefs it 1s in an extream
dark Night; and even then, that very

Darknf:fsf
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Darknefs, which is your Security, may
miflead you into a thcufand Difhculties,

and difperfe your Party,

Tae Cafe 1s quite different, when
either Wing of their Camp touches upon
a mountainous or woody Country that may
cover your Retreat: in this Cafe, by
means of a faithful Guide, gain’d by
Money and fair Promifes, you may march

in the Night through -the Woods, and

{ecure your Approach under favour of the
Hills, Inclofares, &e.

In opening into the Plamn, you muft
carefully obferve whether there be not

{ome Poft in the front of the Wing you

mean to attack ; you are then to leave a
- Detachment of Foot in pofleffion of the
Pafs, to fecure your Retreat, A part of
your Cavalry muft be ordered to march
round into the Rear of the advanced

Poft, and another Detachment, together
with your Infantry, to form fronting one
of its Flanks, This Difpofition being

made,
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made, vou are to oive the Signal for a
general Attack. The main Body of your
Cavalry are to fall upon the F'lank of the

Line, and the reft of your Troops to
affault the advanced Poft at the {ame n-

ftant. The whole are to raife the moit
hideous Cries 1n their power, in order to
alarm and terrify the Army.

As 1t is very certain that 1t will not
be lonz before the Piquets of the Line
are affembied, you are to {eize and carry
oif all you come near, Ofhcers, Soldiers,
Horfes, &¢. and to make the belt of
your way with them to the Entrance of
the Wood. The Cavalrv are to proceed
with the Prifoners and Booty, and the
Infantry mutt form your rear Guard, till
you have march’d clear of the Wood,
when they are to advance 1nto the Front,
You will retreat as far as pofiible during
the Night.  You nced be under no ap-
preiicntion of a Purfuit, as the Enemy
wiil dread being eniiladed.

THERE
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THERE 1s no Moment {o precious to
a Partifan, nor which claims fo much
of his Attention, as that of a gene-
ral Engagement. When all are atten-
tive to the Firing heard on every
fide, the manzuvres of the approaching
Army, and the decifion of an Affair of
the laft Importance, on which the fate of
the Whole, and of each Particular is de-
pending ; it is then that he has it in his
Power to difplay his Art and Capacity to
the moft Advantage, to {trike the heavieft
Blow poffible, pillage their Head Quarters,
carry off their Baggage, put their Guards

to the Sword, fet fire to their Camp, and
in fhort, to fpread fuch univerfal Terror

as may greatly contribute to the Defeat of
their Army,

Burt to affure Succefs in fo great and
glorious an Enterprife, there are certain
Meafures neceflary to be taken. The three
principal previous Confiderations are thefe :
the Situation of the Enemy’s Camp,
the Means of Approach, and the Hour of

H Battle.
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Battle. If they are encampd in the

middle of an open Plain, or upon fuch a
commanding Eminence that you cannot

advance without being perceived at fome
Diftance, Prudence, 1n fuch a cafe, thould

reftrain your Zeal, and deter you from
attempting Impoffibilities,

IT 15 alfo advifable for a Partifan to

make himfelf particularly acquainted with
every Pafs, Poft, Village, &¢. that are

in the front of the Army, efpecially if
there be any Probability that the Enemy
may come to occupy that Ground. Of
what infinite Advantage may it not prove
in the direction of {fome future Projed,

if he has taken care to provide himfelf
with a Survey of the Country he 1s to in-

vace ? He may then, without the infuf-
ficient and dangerous Afiiftance of Spies
and Deferters, by his own particular
KRnowledge alone, determine all the pro-

per Meafures for the execution of his
Defign, which fhould be regulated and
conducted with impenetrabie Secrecy.

As
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As {oon as he perceives, by the Motion
of each Army, that they are upon the

brink of Acion, he will not neglect a
Moment to acquaint the General with his
Project: If it meets with Approbation, his
Difpofition, and the Time of his Depar-
ture, mufl be ordered according to the
Commands which he fhall reccive.

As thefe Expeditions frequently re-
quire a very entenfive Circuit, you muit
take care to have fufficient Time for the
March. In the Year 1757, the Duke de
Richeliew advanced his Army with an In-
tention to attack the Allies in the neigh-
bourhood of Zell, I received Ordcrs, the
preceding Day, to gain the Rear of their
Camp with a hundred light Horfe, and

after a Tour of twenty-two Leagues, ar-
rived without the leaft Accident ; but the
Prudence of the Prince of Brunfwick
fruftrated our whole Scheme, and left us
nothing but the Mortification of admiring
his Retreat. Neverthelefs I had the good

Fortune to ftumble upon part of their
H 2 Bag-
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Baggage, from which I carried off twelve
Wagoons of Merchandize, and Seventy-
fhive Horfes. | | -

AMoNG the previous Meafures neceflary
for your Undertaking, you will not forget
“to provide each Man with a Cockade re-
{fembling thofe of the Enemy. You will
hkewife give to twenty of each Detach-
ment, Staves fix Feet in Length, tipped

with a piece of a Torch, enveloped with
dry Straw or Hemp, {o as inftantly to
take Fire.

Your whole Corps is fuppofed to march
from the Field A. Plan 1V. condued by

an inteligent Guide through covered and
unfrequented Roads, intirely clear of the
Enemy. Having reached the Place C.
which I fuppofe to be nearly in a Line
with the [ield of Battle, your Foot are to
form an Ambufcade; but not in the Way,
or within the Obfervation, of the Country
People. This becomes your Center of
Communication with the Army, the

Rendez-~
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Rendezvous of jr“our Booty, and a Cover
to the Retreat of your Cavalry, which
you will now form into as many Detach-
ments as you Intend feparate Attacks:
we wiil fuppoferSix, each confifting of a
hindred Men. They are, with all ima-
ginable Secrecy, and by different Routs,
to repair each to their refpective Pofts,
E.D.F.G.H. 1. In an Affair of this
Nature, it would be Madnefls to fpare
either Pains or Expence to procure know-
ing and faithful Guides. Each Detach-
ment muft conceal itfelf about half a
League from 1its Obje&t of Attack,
B. K. K K K.

Tue firing of the Mufketry i the
Siznal for their general Irruption : and
now the Altivity, Courage, and Refolu-
tion, both of Officers and private Men,

will be put to the ‘Proof. The fecend
Detachment D. wiil glide imperceptibly
between the Villages, and, with the Im-
netuofity of Lightning, fall on the Camp
B. Whilft Fourfcore of the Hundred

H 3 (hall
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{hall put all they meet to the Sword, the re.
maining Twenty are to light their Torches
at the Enemy’s Fires, and communicate
the Flames to the Straw in their Tents.
As they muft expe& to have the Enemy
very {oon at their Heels, they are not, on
any Account, to be fuffered to plunder;
but muft content themfelves with the
Glory of having {pread an Alarm, that will
probably have fuch anEftect on the Enemy
as to be a Means of gaining the Victory.

AT the fame inftant of Time, the
other Parties E.F. G. H. are, with equal
Violence, to attack the Villages K. K. K. K.
which are in their Front, where they are
to nerform the fame manzuvre as the firft ;
with this Difference only, tnat they may
be allowed to pillage a little 1n hafte
among the Baggage of the Generals, with
whith thefc Villages are generally well
ftc-d, wizing their beft Horfes, Ham-
{tricging e reft, and fetting Fire to fuch
Houlzs r Barns as contain any thing be-
longing to the Enemy. |

Eacu
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EacH of thefe Parties will advance two

or three Videttes in the Front of the.
Village to obferve the Motions of the
Enemy’s Troops, as they will not fail to

march to the Relief of their Quarters.

As foon as they are perceived to advance,
you are immediately to retreat by fuch
Routs as the Commander fhall have pre-
vioufly fixed, and which we fuppofe to
be reprefented by the dotted Lines in the
Plan., The fixth Detachment H. con-
cealed near the Road to the Camp, muft
remain there with Orders to fall upon
thofe that may be endeavouring to fave
themfelves by Flight.

Tue Danger in fuch Expeditions is
much lefs'than 1s generally apprehended.
During the critical Inftant of a Battle,

every Man that 1s able to bear Arms is
{fuppofed to be in the Line; therefore

you will find in the Camp, little more
than Suttlers, Bat-men and Invalids, ex-

cept a few Sentries and inconfiderable
H 4 Guards,
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Guards, which you will eafily difperfe as

you advance.

Tur Commander of each Detachment
muft be every inftant upon the Watch.
The Moment he perceives any Body of
Troops advancing towards him, he muft

immediately regain the Pals leading into
the Wood. I believe it would be an

eafy Matter for every Partifan to regulate
his Operations, by the Plan which I have

laid down, conformable to his Strength
and the Situation of the Camp which he

intends to attack. His chief Care mufit

be to difpofe his Cavalry 1n fuch a Manner
in the feveral Ambufcades, as that they

may {urprife the Camp and the Quarters
of the General Officers, at the fame in-

{tant of Time.

Eacu Party of Cavalry having rejoined
their refpective Detachment of Foot, are

there to wait the Event of the Day ; that if
Victory declares in Favour of their Army,

they



The PARTISAN.  10¢

they may immediately return towards the
Field of Battle, and poft themfelves fo

as moft effectually to harrals the Enemy
in their Retreat, The Difmay and Con-
fufion after the Lofs of a Battle is fo uni-

verfal, that you will meet with little or
no Refiftance from a flying Enemy.

Supposk you have a Defign to furprife
and carry off fome Perfon of Diftinction,
whole Quarters are at a confiderable Di-
ftance in the Rear of the Army ; you are,
for this Purpofe, to take no more than
Twelve light Horfe; but they muft be
pick’d Men, of known Abilities, Courage,
and Integrity. Each of thefe muft be
provided with a double Surtout, refem-
bling, as near as poflible, two different
Regiments of the Enemy ; that, being dif-
covered in one Difguife, they may retire

a Moment and then aflume another,
which muft infallibly confound the Re-

ports of the Peafants, You are never, on
any Account, to halt, but in{fome Wood,

Copfe, or Cover, at a Diftance from any

Road
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Road. Your Quarter-mafter muft take
carc to procure Forage and Subfiftance
from a neighbouring Village, and to pay
very punctually for every thing he receives,

till you fhall have an Opportunity to ex-
ecute your Defign,

CHAP Xl
Of Ambufcades.

A N Ambufcade is a body of Men con-

cealed in 2 Wood, or otherwife, with
an Intention to furprife the Enemy. There
are no Stratagems of War which afford
a2 Partifan better Opportunities of dif-
playing his Genins and Refolution. There
is indeed no great Difhculty in forming

an Ambufcade in a Country embarrafied
with Thickets, Buildings, or Inclofures;

but in an open champaign Situation, it
requires great Contrivance and a fruitful
Iinagination. Both the one and the other

muft
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muft beregulated by your Intelllgence of
the Defigns of the Enemy.

WaueN a Partifan has received: credible
Information of the March of fome Party
of the Enemy, whether a Convoy of
Artillery, Baggage, Subfiftance, Recruits,
Horfes, &'c, or an Efcort of {fome General

Officer, about to join his Army, or recon-
noitre the Country ; he will endeavour to
obtain certain Intelligence of their Rout,
the Situation of the Places through
which they are to pafs, and the Poit to

which they dire¢t their March. But the
better to conceal his Intention, he will
feem moft particular in his Enquiries con-

cerning the oppofite Road, as we have
already faid in the Chapter on Surprifes.

Having previoufly concerted his Mea-
fures, he will march his Party about Sun-
fet, and, if poffible, take fome different

Road from that which he intends to
purfue.

Ir
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- 1r the Place where he means to form
his Ambufcade be at no great Diftance;

he may firike into the Road about mid-
way, where he will conceal half of his

Infantry, to fecure his Retreat. But if
he has a lone March before him, which

will require two whole Nights, he wil.l
then zig-zag from one Wood to another.
He mutt not forget  to provide fufficient
Refrefhment for the Day, during which
he muflt lie concealed. Three Rations

of Oats for eacn Horfe will be as miuch
as he wil have occafion for.

Tue firft Night, he will endeavour to
gain the Wood where he intends to fpend
the intermediate Day. He will fix upon
{fome Spot near a Rivulet, and here he will
{tation a Part of his Infantry, unlefs there
thould happen to be a River between
this Wood and -the Enemy; for, m that
‘Cafe, he will march his Infantry thither,
and concear- them in {ome: Tlicket near
its Banks,
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Ir there is no Bridge or Ford, he will
pafs with his Cavalry only, which I {up-

pole to have been frequently exercifed in
Swimming ; but if the Place is' fordable,
half of the Infantry are to mount behind
the Horfemen. If it fhould {o happen,
that you have a Bridge to pafs near a
Village, you are there to poft an Officer
with a Party of Foot, leaving him ftrict
Orders to {uffer no Perfon whatfoever,
whether Soldier or Peafant, to quit the
Place : and, for full. greater Secunty, it
may not be amifs, to leave with him a
{mall Detachment of Cavalry, which
may be fent i purfuit of any one that
might poflibly efcape before your Retura.

Ir, during your Abfence, this Bridge
{hould be attacked, he muft defend it to
the lalt Extremity, let your Retreat
{hould be entirely cat off. There are
many Inftances of this Sort.  Count
Efterbafy, being detached with Three
hundred light Horfe, to raife Contribu-
tions in the neighbourheood of Sz‘m_'ﬂ)fsrg,

left
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left a Lieutenant and thirty Men to guard
the Bridge at Wolffberm. 1 am ignorant
of the Motive which excited the Officer
to abandon his Poft. I was led thither by
mere Chance at the Head of ten Hunters,
to the great good Fortune of the Detach-
ment : for I was fcarce arrived when [
perceived three confiderable Parties of

French Huflars, who were advancing to

take Poffeflion of this Poft. I hdd only
juft time, with my little Troop, to throw
myfelf into a Mill which feemed to com-
mand the Bridge. 1 plyed them with fo
inceflant a Fire, through the Holes in the
Wall, that I had the good fortune to
difpute the Pafs till Efferhafy’s Detach-

ment hearing the Fire, gallopped near a
Mile, furprifed the Enemy in the Rear,

and took Four{core of their Horfes and a
great INumber of Prioners. But to

returi.,

Tue neceflary Precautions being taken
for the Security ot the Bridge, the Com-
mander of the Expedition will endeavour

1o
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to arrive at the Place where he intends to
form his Ambulcade, two Hours before
the Enemy are expe@ted to pafs. He
will immediately explore the Situation of
- the Place with all imaginable Diligence.
He will take care to form his Ambufcade
on that fide of the Pafs from whence he
intends to retreat ; otherwife, if he thould
happen to be difcovered by their advanced
Guard, he would be obliged to file off
in Sight of their main Body, who, per-

ceiving his Weaknefs, would infallibly
deftroy him,

Your Infantry A, (Plan V.) fhould
be pofted at leaft Six hundred Paces in
the Rear of your Cavalty B. which 1

cafe of a Repulfe, muft retire to the
Infantry A, and both muft retreat to the

Bridge, or to the Dectachment of Foot
pofted on the Road.’

Ir your Ambufcade be in a Wood,

you will order one of your moft intelligent
nop-ccmmiflion’d Officers to climb up

3 into
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1mto a high Tree, C, whence he may ob-
ferve the March of the Enemy. The
Particulars of which he 1s to give you
Notice, are three, wz. The firft Appear-
ance of their advanced Guard, the Ap-
proach of their main Body, and the In-
ftant whenthey are exactly oppofite to your

Ambufcade B. For this Purpofe, the
Commander will inftru& him in what
manner he 1s to communicate his Obf{er-
vations without {peaking. It may be done
by means of a Chord D. of a brown
Colour, (that being lealt perceptible )
which muft be difpofed as may be feen in
the Plan, to prevent its Communication
being 1mpeded by the Branches. The
non-commitlioned Officer in the Tree

muft hold one End in his Hand and the
Commander B. the other.

As f{oon as the advanced Guard of thé
Enemy appears, the Obferver pulls the
Chord; upon which the Commander

orders his People to mount their Horfes,
and to continue profoundly Silent. If

their
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their main Body fhould follow clofe at

the Heels of their Van-guard (a Decep-
tion which is fometimes practifed) which
however may be eafily difcovered, by the

unufual Strength of the advanced Party,
and its not being followed by Troops
at a Diftance ; if, I fay, this (hould be
the Cafe, he will pull the Cord a fecond
Time as foon as their Front fhall have
got within a few Paces of the Ambuicade;
and a third Time when they are exactly
oppofite. At this Signal, you are to fally
forth, and, with all imaginable Impetu-

ofity, fall upon the Flank of their Center,
in the manner we fhall defcribe,

Ir their Van-guard E: confift only of

the ufual Number, you muft let it pafs.
When the chief Efcort F. approackes,
the Obferver will give his fecond Pull,
and the Third, the inftant the Front
comes oppofite to the Point B.  You will
then rufh out towards the Front of the
Enemy, by the Opening marked with a
double Line of Dots, fo that you may

] not



114 The PARTISAN.

not be difcovered by thofe upon the Flank
of their Center. You are to attack them
Sword in hand, making the moft hideous
Noife in your Power, to hinder their
Men from hearing the Commands of
their Officers. You are to endeavour to
difarm and to take as many as you can,
being careful however not to pufh the
Purfuit too far, unlefs you are well
aflured that they are at too great a Di-
{tance from their Army to expect Relief,
and that there are no other of their
Parties 1n the Country, who would. not

fail to catch the Alarm, and harrafs you
1n your Retreat.

In all fecret Expeditions, every poflible

Precaution muft be taken to prevent Dif-
covery or Treachery. If you are per-
ceived by the advanced: Guard of the

Enemy, you are inftantly to abandon yous
Enterprife and retire.  In cafe your

Guide, or any of your own People thould
defert, if you find it impoffible to lay

hold of them, it would be your beft way

to
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to think immedi'dtel‘)r of 2 Retreat, or, at
leaft, to change your Project. But to
prevent this Misfortune as'much as pofii-

ble, your Officers are to call the Roll
very frequently.

You are never to form an Ambufcade
with a' Defign to cut off the Enemy’s

Retreat; for that will reduce them to
Defpair, and infpire them with Refolution
torally: unlefs it thould fo happen that
you have a moral Certainty of taking
their whole Party Prifoners, either from
their inconfiderable Number, or from
the nature of the Defile, which may
poflibly be fo narrow as not to {uffer them
to form.

I'T is no lefs dangerous than difficult to
form feveral Ambufcades at the fame
time. The mote there are, the greater
Probability there” i1s of your being dif-
covered, and the lefs you will be able to
unite in your' Retréat ; neverthelefs, there
is an Extception, when your Intention is_

I 2 to
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to furprife a foraging Party. In that
cafe, 1t will be neceffary to form feveral
Ambufcades, difpofed in fuch a manner

a: that the Sentries may fee from one to
the other.  That to which the Foragers

happen to come the neareft, muft execute
the Defizn, and 1nitantly upon their Ir-
ruption, the others are to put themfelves
in a Pofition to cover their Retreat.

I wouLp eftablifh as a Maxim, that in .
all Ambufcades no Sentinel fhould be

below the Degree of a non-commifiioned
Officer. If you are concealed behind a2
Hill, or in the hollow part of an open
Down, your Sentries are to lie flat upon
the Ground, with their Feet towards the
Ambuicade, their Bodies covered with a

brown, or green Cloak, according to the
C lour of theTurf; and their Heads, which
muft be a little raifed, wrapt in a Hand-
kerchief of the fame Hue. The precife
Nuamber of the Sentries cannot be deter-
mined, but from the Circamftances and
Situation of the Place. They muft be

{0
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{o numerous as to command the intre
Circuit, are to fecure every Perfon who
may unknowingly approach them, and
muft be properly inftru&ted to commu-
nicate their Obfervations by Signs.

Ir you are to form your Ambufcade in
the open Fields, where there are neither
Vines nor Hedges, you are to conceal
yourfelves in the Corn, provided it is of
a {ufficient Height ; but when that hap-
pens not to be the Cafe, you muft have
recourfe to Labour. For this Purpofe,
a Subaltern with a working Party and
proper Tools, muft march in the Rear
of your Cavalry. The Commander will
indicate the Length and Breadth of the
‘Ground they are to throw up, A. Plan VI,

They will begin at the Point B. and raife
a kind of Parapet in the Front and on the

Flanks C. floping infenfibly outwards,
which 1s. to be covered with the Sods of
green Corn taken from the Surface of the
Spot where they fink the Covert-way.
It muft be fix Feet from the Bottom;

| I3 but
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but if the Corn fhould be grown to the
Height of two or three Feet, 1t 1s evident
the Glacis will require lefs raifing. This
Work will demand no great Labour, as
the Ground which was lately ploughed,
will eafily yield to the Spade. Thefe
occafional Pioneers, when they have
finithed the Labour, will rejoin the Party
of Infantry which we fuppofe to have

been pofted on the Road.

Tue place of Ambufcade being thus
prepared, at the Diftance of a hundred
Paces from that by which the Enemy are
expected to pafs, your Party will lead
their Horfes one after another, that they
may not enlarge the Entrance. They
will range themfelves on Foot, each hold-
ing his Bridle in his Hand, loofe upon
the Horfe’s Neck. The Officers are to be
conftantly employed 1n wifiting their
Troops, inorder to keep them alert; and
you are to take care that every trace of
their Entrance be entirely effaced.

IT
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IT is alfo an eafy matter to form an
Ambufcade in a hollow Way, which ob-
liquely cuts the Road along which the
Enemy are to pafs; as for inftance, that

marked K. Plan V. There are fometimes
Cavities occafioned by a Rivulet, which

are very proper for an Ambufcade G,
Plan V. when its Banks are of a {ufficicnt
Height, or bordered with Shrubs, and
that it runs parallel to the Road, without
approaching it too near.

As thefe Cavities are {eldom very ca-
pacious, 1t will be neceffary to make feve-
ral Outlets, that you may be able to
attack with your whole Force at the fame

Inftant. I have {fuppofed four H. H. H. H.
through which your Cavalry are to fally
out. It will be neceflary to ftop the
Water {fomewhere nearer its Source, and
to give 1t another Dire€tion I. that your
Horfes ftanding dry, may make lefs
Noife with their Feet. The Troops are
to be divided nto four Squadrons, and
difpofed in fuch a manner as to be reddy

I 4 to
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to break forth at the firft Signal, and fall
upon the Flanks of the Enemy. In this

kind of Ambufcade, the Commander

fhould be his own Sentry, taking careto

place himfelf fo as to obferve all that
paffes, without being {een.

Ax Ambufcade may, with great Eale,
be formed 1n a Village, abandoned by 1ts

Inhabitants, either 1n the Gardens, Or-
chards, Barns, or Graneries G. H. Plan
VI. Every Gate or Door towards the
Enemy muft be firmly barricaded, and a
Way made in the Rear to wheel round to
the Road, in the manner indicated by the
dotted Lines. Itisa general Maxim in
all Ambufcades, that you are to make
vour Attack in an oblique Direttion, upon
the Enemy’s Flank, from the Rear.

IN the different Ambufcades which I
have mentioned, the Foot are to be no

otherwife employ’d;, than to fecure the
Retreat of the Cavalry ; but they will
have theirr Turn when a Party is detach'd

with
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with a defign to aliure the Enemy into a
Snare, Woods or Villages are improper
for this Purpofe. If the Enemy adts
with the leaft Circum{pection, they will

never be tempted to pulh their Purfuit to
the Verge of a Wood or the Entrance of

a Village. The beft Places for thefe Am-
bufcades of Infantry, are open Commons

covered with Heath or Fern, or rifing in
little Hillocks; hollow Roads, {tanding

Corn, or Ditches, But it will be.in vain
to attempt any thing - of this kind on the

Road leading to your Army, as they will

in that Cafe be particularly cautious in
therr Pur{ut.

In thefe Ambufcades of Foot, your

Men are to lie flat upon their Faces, and,
to prevent their being feen, muft cover

their Clothes with Duft, that they may,
as nearly as poflible, refemble the Colour
of the Ground ; but that they may not
be liable to be trampled on by the Ene-

my’s Cavairy, 1t will be prudent to fecure

the Flank I. with a kind of Barrier K.
Plan
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Plan VI. The Pofts are to be five or {ix

Yeet out of the Ground, and at the Di-
ftance of ten Feet from each other, join’d

by crofs Poles, about five Feet above the
Surface of the Earth. Thefe Materials

may be provided from fome neighbouring

Wood.

You are to give {trict Orders that your
Men be very attentive to their command-
ing Officer, who will not give them the

word Fire, till the Enemy have extended

their Flank the whole Length of his
Front. The Firing of the Foot is the

Siznal for your Cavalry to attack that of
the Enemy, which we may now reafon-

ably fuppofe to be a little difconcerted by
a general Difcharge from the Ambufcade.

WueN you intend to form an Ambuf-
cade in the Ditch of a great Road, you
fhould fix upon the deepeft Part of it
adjoining, 1f poffible, to a Corn Field.
Your People are to fit, kneel, or ftoop,
as the Place may require, If you have

{ufficient
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futhcient Time for the Purpofe, it may
not be amifs to cut down a number of
Shrubs or Bufhes, and plant them along
the fide of the Road, {fo as to conceal
your Troops. This artificial Thicket
{hould be extended beyond your Ambuf-
cade, and the Boughs, towards the Extre-
mity, planted at fome Diltance from each
other, that the Enemy may be accuftom-

ed to pafs them without Sufpicion. If the
Corn fhould not grow near enough the
Ditch, it will be neceflary to tranfport a
number of Sods and to plant them in the
manner {pecified above, where I mention-
ed the Ambuicade of Cavalry. If this

(hould not be fufficient, you may ftrew

{fcme of the Corn as if it had been laid
flat by the Wind or Hail,

1 REMEMBER to have {een this Stra-

tagem executed with Succels in Alface,
under the Command of Captain de Palafz,

one of the moft famous Partifans of his
Time, He ordered me to conceal my-
felf, with fifty Men, in the manner above

defcribed,
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defcribed, and advanced his Cavalry along
the great Road leading to Strafbourg.
They were no {ooner perceived, than Four
hundred Bavarian Dragoons approached
to attack them. Our Troops retreated,
and the Enemy, as if already {ure of their
Bootv, puriued with great Eagernefs. 1
fuffered their Front to pafs, and then

fired upon their Centre with {o much
Succefs, that I brought Seventeen of them

to the Ground, killed and wounded.
Our Cavalry then faced about, and made
{o vigerous an Attack, that they muft
have been totally routed, if they had not
been fuftained by a ftrong Detachment of
Horfe and Foot, which immediately fallied
out of Strafbourg to their Relief: never-
thelefs we carried oft Fifty of their
Horfes.

Tue Commander of a Party {ent out to
fu prife the Enemy, having difpofed his
Infantry in Ambufcade, fhould march his
Cavalry at break of Day. A non-com-
miffioned Officer and fix private Men muft

compofe
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compofe his advanced Guard ; which is
always to keep in Sight of the Com-
mander. The moment he perceives the
Enemy, he muft retreat flowly, but with-

out feeming to fly, unlefs he is clofely
purfued. In that Cafe, the Van becom-
ing his Rear Guard, mauit pop at them

now and then, in order to provoke them
to continue the Purfuit,

Ir the Enemy fhould halt, and {eem
inclined to follow you no farther, order

one of your Men to drop his Hat, and
another to ftop with him as if to affilt his
Comrade in taking it up. The reft of

the rear Guard are to continue their

March to the Diftance of about a hundred
Paces, where they are to halt, One of
‘the two will keep his Eye upon the Ene-
my whillt the other is employ’d 1n taking
up the Hat. If, upon this, they thould
again advance, you are to face about and
return to the Affiftance of the two Sol-
diers, who are immediately to mount
their Horl(es, and rejoin the Corps.  This

{ort
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fort of Delay {ometimes draws a Party
infenfibly forward, beyond the Limits
which Prudence, and the Diffidence of
War had prefcribed.  If there happens to
be a Village between your Ambufcade and
the Enemv, vour Cavairy are not to ex-

ceed the Village in their Excurfion, as it
will be impofiible to induce the Enemy to
pafs 1t in their Purfuit, if they are not
mere Novices 1n their Profeflion. But
inftead of advancing further, your light
Forfe are to enter the Village, and de-

mand Refre(hment for Fifty Men, {up-
pofing vour Troop to cenfift of a Hun-
dred.. Yecu are then to difpatch three or
four Peafants to the neighbouring Vil-
lages, next the Enemy, with orders to
their refpeltive Baiiiffs, or Conftables, to
attend vou withont delay, in order to re-
gulate the Delivery of Waggons and For-
rage, cr under fome other Pretence.
Thefe Peafants will not fail to give the
Enemy Information of what they have
heard and feen, 1n confequence of which

it 13 morc than probable they will attempt
to



The PARTISAN. 127

to furprife you with a fuperior Force.

They will make ufe of Cavalry upen this
Occafion, as the March of Infantry would

not be fufficiently expeditious.

Tue inftant thefe Peafants are departed,
you are to take great care that no-Perfon
whatever be {uffered to leave the Village.
You are to fend frequent Patroles along
the Road by which you intend to retreat,
that you may be in no danger of having
your Communication with the Ambufcade
cut oft ; and that you may retire as foon
as the Enemy fhall enter the Village ;
the Men are to continue with their Bridles
in therr Hands, ready to- mount at 2
Moment’s warning,

Ir a Partifan has no Infantry under his

Command, he may ftill form an Ambuf-
cade in the following manner : It muft be

as near the Enemy as poffible. During
the Night he will fend out two or three
Waggons covered with white Canvas,
that they may be perceived at a Diftance.

Spectal
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Cpecial Care muft be taken that their
Harnefs be in good Condition. Each
Waggon muft be drawn by four Horfes,
and driven by two Soldiers, properly aif-
ouifed, whofe Arms are committed to the
Care of their four Comrades concealed
within the Waggons. Thefe wiil be
{ufficient to repulfe any Patrole they may

ineet,

THE Waggzons are to be driven along
the Road parallel to the Enemy’s Front,
at a little diftance from their Poft. They

will fo regulate their March as to be about

half a League from the Ambufcade at
the break of Day, and within fight of
the Enemy. Here they will halt, whilft
one of the Men takes a View from the
Top of a Tree, or from fome Eminence
near the Road. As foon as he perceives
the Enemy’s Patrole, they are to continue
their March. If they fhould not feem
inclined to ioliow, one of the Waggons
muft f{top, pretending to be, on f{ome

account,
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account, embarrafied ; this will infallibly
draw them into your Ambufcade.

Among the many Opportunities for
Ambufcades which the different Marches

of the Enemy afford, there are none more
favourable than the Retreat of an Army.
When a Partifan has the good Fortune to
be apprized of this intended retrogade
Motion, by the diligence of his Spies, the
Evening before tue March, he will im-

mediately quit his Poft with his whole
Force, taking a Rout as in that marked

in Plan IV. He will leave his Infantry
concealed about half way., His Cavalry
are to make all poffible Difpatch to gain
the Rear of the Enemy, and to form an
Ambufcade upon the Road along which
they are to pafs, at the Diftance of two
or tiree Leagues from their Camp.

To be better affured of his Retreat,
he-will ftation two or three feparate De-
tachments, between him'elt and his In-
fantry, at a good Diftance from each

K other,
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other. The reft are to line the Road in
{everal parallel Lines, three or four hun-
dred Paces in the Rear of each other,

but {o concealed as not to be feen by any
who pafs by them.

Tre firft Line are to lay hold of the
Suttlers, and other Attendants of an
Army, which are generally the forunners
of a Petreat. As foon as they have {eized
any of their Waggons cr Mules, the firft
Detachment will pafs them forward to

the Soccid, and fo on tll they have

react.>d the Infantry. You may fafely
employ yourfelf in this manner during
one quarter of an Hour, in which time

the Alarm will probably have reached

the Army: 1t will then be prudent to
retire,

CHAP,
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CHAP Xl
Of RETREATING.

BY the Word RETREAT we mean, 1n

oeneral, every retrogade Moton of
an Army, or DBody of Troops. That
which 1s made n Sight of a fuperior
Enemy, will be the Subje&t of this Chap-
ter : 1t 1s jultly efteem’d the me plus witia
of the Art military.  As it 1s neceflarily
attended with 1nfinite Danger and Diffi-
culty, there 1s no maneuvre that will {o
infa'libly indicate the Courage and Ability
of the commanding Othicer. All Hifto-
rians are agreed in this Point: their Pane-
oyric 1s never more profufely lavith’d
than on thofe Heroes of Antiquity who
have rendered themlelves famous by

brilliant Retreats.

As the Subjet 1s important, it is alfo
extreamly difficult to inveftigate with ade-

quate Perfpicuity, on account of its in-

K 2 finite
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finite variety of Circumftances, each of
which would require a feparate Detall.
‘The Brevity of my Plan will permit me
only to take notice of the moft efiential :
I fhall neverthelefs endcavour to explain
myfelf in fuch a manner, that my gene-
ral Diretions may, with facility, be ap-
plied to moft particular Cafes that will
happen.

Tue Succefs of a Retreat cepends prin-
cipally on a perfuct Ixnuwledgt: of the
Country throagh which you have to
marci), and a proper Difpofition of your
Troops. DBy tie firft, you are enabled to
apply every Advantage of Ground or
situation ; and by the {icond, to {uftain
the Shiock of an impetuous Lnemy: both
deferve the greateft Attention.

Every Officer who is intrufted with
the Command of a Detachment, fhould
arcfully reconnoitre every Step he takes ;
oblerve, with the utmoft Attention, every
pafiible Road, leading from one Place to
another ;
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another; every Wood, Thicket, Ditch,
or Hollow, proper for an Ambufcade of
Horfe or Foot; the Courfes of Rivers,
Bridges, Fords, Villages; and, in fhort,
every Particular that may ferve to make
him perfe@ly acquainted with the Dangers
and Advantages which he leaves behind.
It will be very eafy to acquire a com-
petent Knowledge of thefe Matters by the
Method prefcribed 1n the tenth Chapter
of this Work, for obtaining a Plan of 2
Country without having been upon the
Spot. By the help of fuch a Plan, he
will be able to regulate his Retreat with

great eafe, and to ufe every poflible Means,

as well for the fecurity of his Troops, as
to {urprife the Enemy.

~ 'T'ug Arrangement or Difpofition of your
Troops will entirely depend on the Num-

ber and Quality both of your own and
thofe of the Enemy : for it will vary ac-

cordingly as they happen to confift of

Cavalry or Infantry, are compa& or dif-

K 3 united 3



