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united ; we fhall defcend to the Particulars
of each.

A sare Retreat, after an unfuccefsful
Battle, 1s a thing abfolutely impra@icable,
if 1t was not concerted before the Engage-
ment, and that vou are obliged to fly
through Roads unknown. If indeed you
have the good fortune to be theltered by
the Night or a thick Fog, you may then
elcape without much Difficulty, as they
will not dare to purfue you far for fear
of being furprifed: I fhall therefore con-
fine myicif to a Retreat in the Face of
an Enemy m the Day-time.

FirsT, 1t 1s requifite that vou fhould
be 1n no doubt as to the Enemy’s Force ;

tor 1t would be highly thameful to be o
far the Dupe of a falle Alarm as to re-

treat betore an inferior Body of Troops:
vou muft therefore be cenvinced of theis
Superiority, and be very certain whether

they be Horfe or Foot,

Ir
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- IF youare purfued by a ﬁrong Detach-

ment of Cavalry, in conjunétion with a
Party of Infantry more numerous than
your own, you muft endeavour to render
thofe of the Enemy ufelefs. With this
Intent your Foot muft take pofleffion of
the firft Pafs, where they will flank the
Road in fuch a manner as to fupport
your Cavalry, as 1 have dire@ed in the
Chapter on Ambufcades.

To conceal the Departure of your
Foot, you will order your Cavalry to ad-
vance as if with an intention to attack
the Enemy A, Plan VII.  You will then
form them into two Divifions B. C. each

making two Lines, the {econd double the
firft, anddifpofed asin the Plan.

Tue Divifion C, will retreat firfl to the
Diftance of about Two hundred Paces,

where it will face about, and {eparate 1nto
two Wings, leaving an lInterval for the
Divifion B. to pafs between ; which Di-
vifion muft be covered by a rear Guard,

K 4 who
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who are to march fifty Paces in the Rear
in {mall Squadrons ; they are to endeavour
to retard the Enemy by frequently firing
upon them, till they have jomned the
Divifion C, This Divifion muft alfo
immediately detach  the {ame kind of
rear Guard to amuie the Enemy till the
Divifion B. has had tunme to gain its
diftance of Two hundred Paces in the
Rear, and has likewilfe formed into two
Wings, with an Interval m the Centre
for the Divifion C. to pals in its turn,
You will continue retreating mn this Man-
ner till you have drawn the Enemy into
tiiec Ambuicade of your Infantry, When
vou are purfued by Cavalry oaly, your
Foot, which are marked with the dotted
Rectangles in the Plan; are to retire at
the fame time with the reft ; unlefs from
the nature of the Country, you have
Reaton to fear that your Retreat will be
cut off : in that cale, vou wil inftantly
detach half of the Infantry to form an
Ambufcade in the Place above-mentioned.
The Remainder are to draw up i the

Center
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Center of the fecond Line of each Divi-
fion. If the Enemy fhould approach too
near the firft, it mufl be ordered to rein
back, and dividing in the Center, form
upon the Flanks of the fecond, Thus
the Enemy will be expofed to the Platoon
Fire of your Infantry. Atthe fame time
you may detach {mall Parties of your
Dragoons to increafe their Confufion.
The Divifion which retreats will take
more or lefs Ground in the Rear in pro-

portion as you are hard prefled, or other-
wife. That which covers the Retreat

will pafs through the Interval in the fame
manner, continuing this alternate ma-

nenvre till the Enemy fhall defift from
their Purfut.

To accelerate the Retreat of Infantry,
fome Wiiters advife us to tranfport them
on Waggons ; but when the Enemy 1s at
our Heels, it would be making a bad ufe of
our Time, to employ 1t 1n looking out

for Waggons and putting the Horfes to
them. Thefe Moments are too precious

{0
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to be trifled away. Eefides, 1t 1s more
than probable, that fome of thefe Vehicles,
as they muit be colleted in a hurry and
without examination, are not In proper
travelling Order ; in confequence of which,
feme of them muft foon break down,
and thus entirely ftop the Remainder of
the file of Wagzons, and alfo all the Ca-
valry in the Rear 1f it happens in a nar-
row Read. Thele Confiderations, 1
fhould imagine futhcient to deter any one
from endeavouring to accelerate their Re-
trezt by means which, in fa&, will more
prebably retard it

Tur cafe indeed were different, 1if you
knew the Enemy to be yet at a confi-
derable Diftance: you would then have
ume enouzh when a Waggon broke
down, to Lft it out of the Road. and to
mount the Mcen that were on 1t, upon
the Horles, two upon each, or to diftri-
bute them on the other Waggons. If
feveral thould fail, the Men are to make
the beit of their way on foot till they are

tired,
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tired, and then to be relieved by an equal
Number from the remaining Carriages.
By thus relieving cach other alternately,
vou may poflibly be able, notwithftand-
ing your Difafter, to fecure your whole
Party.

Ir you happen to have a Wood in
your Rear, 1t were dangerous to enter i,
in cafe you are clofely purfued, efpecially

if the Encmy knows your Strength. You
had better fkirt the- Wood, as by the
dotted Rout G Plan VII. left you fhould
be intercepted on the oppofite Side. But
if you are inevitably forced to pafs through,
the Divifion C muft march firft, and as foon

as they have gained the other Side, wheel
outward and form into Wings fronting

the Flanks of the Wood, The Divifion
B. will remain at the Entrance till the

Divifion C. are fufliciently advanced.
Then the Cavalry B. are to purfue their

Retreat, covered by the Infantry till they

have cleared the Wood, when your Troops
will again refume their former Difpofition.

IN
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ix pafing any Defile or Bridge, you
vl repeat the fame manauvre, with this
aiference only, that your firft Divifion
having pafled, will front the Enemy, and
the Infantrv are to range themfelves along
czch f1dz cf the River,

Ir you are to retreat through a moun-
taizous Country, the firft Divilion are to
guard the Heights as they go along tll

the Whole have pafled.

A popy of Cavalry, without Foot,
{hiould retreat 1in three Lines, Two hun-
dred Pacesdiftant from cach other. The
two laft would do well to extend their
Front that thev may appear more nume-
roce. '} hey muft form on each tide of the
Road, facing the Enemv. When the
firft Line 15 attacked the Second muft fup-
port 1t, and the Third muft wait till the
- Firft retreats, when 1t 15 ikewife to {uftain
the Second, and fo on alternately.

Ir
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Ir the Enemy fhould defift from their
Purfuit, you will then refume your ufual
order of March, taking Care however to
keep a ftrong rear Guard. Your ad-
vanced Guard may be n Proportion
weaker.

A smarr Detachment of Cavalry,
fuch as 1s.generally {ent out to reconnoitre
the Enemy, to bring Intelligence of their
March, or to carry off {ome Officer of
Diftinction, as 1t 1s not fufliciently nume-
rous to retreat in the regular manner above
directed ; fuch a Detachment, I fay, has
no means of Safety but in Flight, or a

Refolution to pierce throush the Ranks
of the Enemy, The latter is its only

Refource when it happens to be unfor-
tunately {urrounded on every Side ; but

the former 15 attended with lefs Danger,
if it can poffibly be effected.

Ir an Officer 1s well aflured of the
Fidelity of his Troops, on finding himfelf
ready to fall into the Hands of his Enemy,

there
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there 1s vet one method of Efcape, which
he may attempt, and which I have known
to {fucceed. He will range his Men two
and two together, with orders to make
for the fuft Opcning or Cover they fhall
perceive, bv ditferent Wavs, It s evis
dent that two I cric-men by various

-']

tur I‘mrrs and \\ll"mllﬂ“ will ffand =z

E:l"

~tter Chance to get ck than a Dody
of Eizhtcen or T venty, whofe Evolu-

1

tions will be muen ﬂowe*‘ and pery nlexcd.

d
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having loft a fingle Man. This Inftance
may be fufficient to fhew, that we are
never to defpair, be our Situation ever fo
feemingly Defperate ; and that, in a cafe
of extrcam Neceflity, we are not to be

terrified at the Paflage of a River or
Moralfs.

In a forced Retreat, we are excited by
Prudence to facrifice many Confiderations
for the fake of Life and Liberty,. We
are therefore, without Hefitation, to
part with every thing that may re-
tard our March: Baggage, Booty, Pri-
3 i I

ioners, &c. moft be left, that we may
acanmnli{h our Retrf:at With great';:r {.fé‘u‘&

Tele—
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in paffing any Defile or Bridge, you

will repeat the fame manauvre, with this
difference only, that your firft Divifion
having pafled, will front the Enemy, and
the Infantry are to range themfelves along
ezch {1d« of the River.

Ir you are to retreat through a moun-
tainous Ceuntry, the firft Divifion are to
guard the Heights as they go along till
the Whole have pafied.

A popy of Cavalre, without Foot,
{hould retreat in three Lines, Two hun-
dred Pacesdiftant from each other. The
two lalt would do well to extend their
Front that they may appear more nume-
rous. 1 hey muft form on each tide of the
Road, facing the Enemv. When the
firft Line 15 attacked the Second mutft fup-
port it, and the Third muft wait till the
~ Firft rewreats, when 1t 1s likewife to {uftain
the Second, and {o on alternately.

Ix
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Ir the Enemy fhould defit from their

Purfuit, you will then refume your ufual
order of March, taking Care however to
keep a ftrong rear Guard. Your ad-
vanced Guard may be in Proportion
weaker.

A smarrL Detachment of Cavalry,

{uch as 1s.generally {ent out to reconnoitre
the Enemy, to bring Intelligence of their

March, or to carry off {ome Officer of
Diftin¢tion, as 1t 1s not fufficiently nume-
rous to retreat in the regular manner above
directed ; {fuch a Detachment, I fay, has
no means of Safety but in Flight, or a

Refolution to pierce throush the Ranks
of the Enemy, 'The latter 1s its only

Refource when 1t happens to be unfor-
tunately furrounded on every Side ; but
the former is attended with lefs Danger,

if it can poffibly be effected.

Ir an Officer i1s well aflured of the
Fidelity of his Troops, on finding himfelf
ready to fall into the Hands of his Enemy,

there
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there is vet one method of Efcape, which
he may attempt, and which I have known
to fucceed. He will range his Men two

and two together, with orders to make
cr the firft Opening or Cover they fhall
perceive, by d}:Tcrcnt Vavs, It is evi-

L)

dent that twn I.cricemen by various
Furnmgs and Windingy, vrill ftand 2
better Chance to get clear than a Dody
of Eizhtcen or Tv.'::nt*,*, wnoﬁ: volu-

-1.‘ 1

tions will be mucn {lower and perplexcd.

I »rveper fﬂ.ped N this manner in

v The Spanzards having Intellicence
that I 1tn my Party had got into the
Rear heir Armv, took {uch Meafures
s to cut off our Retreat. I ordered my
Trocp to difperfe, taking with me only

i

.
-

two Hufiars, The Enemy puifued me
clofely, and I thought myfelf within a
Hair's-breath ¢f being taken a thoufand
Times. Yet 1 found Means to elcape
acrefs a Niorals, and ar.ived fafe at my
Poft, where, three Days after, my
wiole Puarty  were affembled without

1 having
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having loft a fingle Man. This Inftance

may be fufficient to fhew, that we are
never to defpair, be our Situation ever f{o
{eemingly Defperate ; and that, In a cafe
of extrcam Neceflity, we are not to be

terrified at the Paffage of a River or
Morafs.

In a forced Retreat, we are excited by
Prudence to facrifice many Confiderations
for the fake of Life and Liberty. We
are therefore, without Hefitation, to
part with every thing that may re-
tard our March: Baggage, Booty, Pri-
loners, &c. muoft be left, that we may

accomplith our Retreat with greater Care
and Safety,

F I N I &
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