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defiles, &c. are indicated.

IV. The orERATIONS of the CAMPAIGNS
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immediately contributed to the decifion of
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HISTORY

WAR in GERMANY.

PRELIMINARY DISCOURSE.

war, and of its various operations; we think it may be ufeful
previoufly to fthew the motives “which induced the feveral
powers of Europe to undertakeit. And alfo to give an exa@ de-
fcription of the country where it was carried on; becaufe, the
knowledge of thefe two points will, it is imagined, enable the
the reader to form a proper judgment of the generals who
conducted the different armies, and of the propnety of their ma-
nceuvres, to obtain the end each had in view.
As the reafons which determined England to declare war againft
France are generally known: a detail of them would be needlefs.
We fhall therefore relate thofe of other nations only.

IN order to convey a more clear idea of the hiftory of this

"Of F R A N C E

HE French convinced from experience, nothin g could more
effeually contribr:e to realize that fuperiority, which they

- arrogated to themfelves in Europe, than the cultivation and improve-
b ment



il HisTory of the War

ment of their American colonies, refolved, on concluding the peace
of Aix la Chapelle, to promote with care and vigilance every fcheme
that feemed calculated to diftrefs our, and advance their own fettle-
ments. The firft ftep towards accomplithing this end, was to find
a means to cut off our communication with the Indians, on whofe
friendfhip the greatnefs of our colonies much depends. This, in
the end, would naturally unite them to the French, who could fur-
nith them with what they wanted in exchange for the different
commodities of that country, and by degrees be made an inftru-
ment to drive us out of it. They begun to execute their plan by
eftablifhing a chain of forts behind our fettlements, and by occupying
many countries, until then, thought, at leaft neutral. Though they
had not as yet compleated it, what was already done had fuch an
influence on our inland trade, as made us tremble at the fatal con-
fequences which would neceflarily follow, if we did not, in time, ex-
ert ourfelves and repel the injuries they intended us. Some meafures,
though ineffetual, were taken for that purpofe, and hoftilities were
ordered to be committed againft the French both in Europe and
America. Asthey were not prepared {ufficiently to avow their pre-
tenfions, they only oppofed remonftrances and a feeming moderation
to our repeated attacks. By this means they propofed to gain time,
make us relax in our preparations, and render us odious to the other
courts of Europe. In all which they fucceeded, more or lefs, as
the hiftory of thofe times, fully evinces.

Finding at length that the conteft muft be decided by arms, and
that however formidable their land army was, the difpute in Ame-
rica was unequal, and would probably be determined in our favour,
as it depended intirely on the means of tranfporting and fuftain-
ing an army there, and confequently svas intimately connected

* with a fuperiority at fea; they wifely formed a fcheme for at-

. tacking



in GErMaANY,
tacking Hanover ; the conqueft of which they fuppofed eafy, and
from the king’s natural affetion for that country, they hoped a refti-
tution of it would make them regain whatever they loft in Ame-
rica, or procure them fome other advantages. In the mean time
their army would be maintained from the contributions to be raifed
in the conquered country, and by its pofition on the Elbe, overawe
.Germany, and effeGtually give laws to the contending parties.

This plan was in the beginning attended with all the fuccefs
~ imaginable; and in the end was rendered ineffectual, only by the
rapacioufnefs and ignorance of the French general who then com-
manded.

The French fyftem was, we think, well concerted and even
great. They had then, including the militia, near 220,000 men,
maintained at a great expence; thefe would remain intirely ufelefs,
if the war was limited to America, or even to England, for want of
a marine, which could not be formed in time of war; and the lefs
fo, as we had already acquired too great a fuperiority.

A German War, was for all thefe reafons both eligible and necef-
fary, the expence of it to them, was comparatively nothing at all,
being reduced to the fimple difference, between maintaining an
army in the field, and keeping it at home. They had troops fuffi-
cient to form an army in Germany, to guard their country, and to
conquer America; fuppofing their marine had been capable to pro-
te& their tranfports into that country. To fupply this extraordi-
nary expence, they propofed making every country between the
Rhine and the Elbe contribute. This they believed would produce
more than fufficient for that purpofe; fo that they would have an
immenfe army maintained and enriched at the expence of others.
Add to this, that.being limitrophes, this alone gave them infinite
advantages over us. ,
b2 Whereas



iv - Hristory of the War

- Whereas if England propofed fending an army into Germany, the
muft form it out of nothing, that is, fhe had not one man as yet-
inlifted for that purpbfc, and whatever Englifh would be fent there
muft be replaced by new levies, in order to carry on the neceflary
war in America. As to the .Germans, they knew we muft pay for
them at an extraordinary price, all which expence muft be paid by
England alone, as it was not pofiible the could make any conqueft
to bear any confiderable part of it. Thefe circumftances, the
French naturally fuppofed, ‘would exhauft the nation’s treafure, call
the king’s attention, confequently that of his minifters to the
affairs of Germany, relax our preparations for America, produce
murmurs in the people, difunion in our counfels, and at laft reduce
us to the neceflity of fubmitting to whatever terms they fhould
think fit to impofe. To them much more juftly may be applied
that remarkable faying, America was conquered in Germany. The
only or at leaft the moft probable means they had of faving or
conquering America, was to carry on the war with fuccefs in
Germany.

It was indifferent to the French, whether they entered Germany
as allies to Pruffia, or Auftria, as either would anfwer the obje&
they had in view. It is probable, however, they would have
chofe the firft connexion, as they could with more eafe hurt the
Autftrians than the Pruffians. Being informed of our alliance with
Ruffia, they inftantly fent a minifter to Pruffia to conclude a treaty
on the fame footing as that in the war of 1741 ; but finding we had
been forced to renounce the alliance of the former, and embrace that
~ of the latter, they naturally accepted the friendfhip of the two im-
perial courts, and under pretence of fulfilling their engagements
contracted by this new alliance, they immediately, prepared an army
of above 100,000 men, about 20,000 of which were deftined to

: march
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match to “the Mayn, and from thence where the emprefs thould
choofe ; the remainder, which was to. form the main army, was or-
dered to the lower Rhine, and from thence proceed againft Han-
nover and its allies, The command of this army was given to
Marfhal D’Etries, as a recompenfe for having negotiated the
treaty of Verfailles; and had not the favour of an intriguing mif-
trefs prevailed in the choice of thofe employed afterwards to
execute the French plan, all the efforts of England and its allies
though fupported by fome of the. ableft generals, that this or
any age has produced, could not in all probability have pre-
vented its future fuccefs.

Of A U S T R I A.

HE emprefs had ever refleted on the lofs of Silefia with
" infinite regret, being - attended with a very great diminution

of her revenues and power. Thefe thoughts were aggravated by
obferving the afcendancy which this additional power gave the
king of Pruffia, whom it is faid the perfonally difliked: fhe faw him
treated every where with refpe&, feared and courted by moft of
the courts in Europe. No wonder therefore, that animated with
thefe fentiments, fhe fhould form a plan for recovering Silefia.
This feems to have been the chief obje& of her counfels, ever fince
fhe had ceded it to Pruffia, as appears evident, from the papers
publithed by the king on this fubject. She applied to the emprefs
of Ruffia, and irritated that princefs againft the king of Pruffia to
fuch a degree, that fhe was eafily prevailed upon to concur in
any meafures concerted for his ruin. The two imperial Courts
were therefore united, by new and ftrong alliances: the object of

which was very extenfive, and tended not only to the recovery of
' Silefia;
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Silefia; but to annihilate the king of Pruflia, whofe dominions they

- propofed dividing among them. The better to accomplifh this end,
they invited: the king of Poland to accede to this alliance. He
however declined it, till he faw the two emprefles act with fuch
vigour, as would make it fafe for him to declare againft Pruffia.
Experience had taught him that the Pruffians could opprefs him with
more eafe and facility, than the Auftrians prote& him.

The Auftrian minifter at Peterfburg had contributed all he could
to the fuccefs of the treaty of fubfidy between that court and
England, with a view to make us, as ufual, pay the expence of thofe
Troops, which the two imperial courts intended to employ only for
their own particular fervice in attacking Pruffia, and thereby facili-
tate the recovery of Silefia. Probably things would have gone to
their withes, if the king of Pruffia had not declared he would con-
fider as enemies thofe who brought any foreign troops into the
empire; which indicated plainly he would not only hinder the

- Ruffians from coming to the fuccour of Hannover in cafe of need,
but would perhaps treat that electorate as an enemy’s country. The
king of England very juftly confidered, that the Ruffians would be
of no ufe to him, to prote& his German dominions, if they were at
war with Pruffia. For whatever fuccefs they might have on the
Baltick againft that prince, they could never hinder him, being fo
very near, from occupying the eletorate, a country without any
‘natural or artificial ftrength.

For which reafon his majefty very prudently, as we think, pre-
ferred the friendfhip of Pruffia, and renounced to that of the two
emprefles. That of Germany, for whofe advantage alone the alli-
ance with Ruflia had been made, being thus difappointed, eafily
perfuaded the other to break her treaty with us; and the more
fo, as thefe courts never had any other obje in forming it, than

/ to receive
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to receive a ﬁtbﬁdy that would enable them to carry their fchemed
againft Pruffia into execution, and by no means to a& in concert
with us, but on condition we concurred likewife in the plan
they had formed for his ruin. Our connexions therefore with him,
brought the treaty with Ruffia to nothing, and very naturally pro-
duced another alliance between the two imperial courts and that of
France, whofe views we have already explained.

-

of PR UGS S 1 A

HE late king of Pruffia had cultivated the arts of peace,
mean thofe which fall more partlcularly under the cognizance

of a prince, juftice and interior policy, from principle. The military
art rather for fhew, than with any particular view, or love of glory.

He had left at his death 67,000 men well difciplined, and his maga-
zines abundantly furnithed with artillery, ftores, &c.

The death of the then emperor Charles VI. left the affairs of the
houfe of Auftria, in the utmoft confufion, and diftrefs. This the
king of Pruffia thought a favourable opportunity to affert the claims
he had to fome part of Silefia, and by fuch a bold enterprize, at the
beginning of his reign, fatisfy the ambition he had, to appeara for-
midable and enterprifing power, capable to hold the ballance of the
empire, and prote thofe princes who thould hereafter recur to him
for fuccour. He was the firft who began the war againft the em-
prefs, which having fucceeded to his wifh, he concluded by a treaty
that gave him all Silefia.

The recovery of this moft fruitful province had been the principal
obje@ of the Auftrian counfels ever fince, which finithed, as we
have already related in an alliance with Ruffia calculated for that
end. Though they had for many years been occupied by this one

‘obje&t
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‘obje@, yetin 1756, they were not prepared to put it in execution,
and had fixed the following year for that purpofe.

The king of Pruffia perfe@tly informed of what they had projc&cd
againft him, thought it prudent to anticipitatc their operati-
ons, and attack the principal power of the confederacy, whom,
being as yet unprepared, he hoped to cruth, and thereby diffolve the
league before they could unite and bring their plan to bear. With
this view he entered Saxony: This brought on the general war in
Germany, of which we propofe giving an exa& account in the fol-
lowing Work. '

of S A X O N Y

VARICE, an impotent ambition, a fpirit of intrigue

combined with indolence, a total negle&t of every thing
that tended to the welfare and intereft of the country, an immo-
derate love for thews, pleafures, and pageantry, had been long the
charaeriftics of this court. No wonder ! the man whe governed in
the name of a too indulgent matter, had brought with him into the
miniftry thofe habits he had contracted while a page. Attendance
coft him nothing, his life had been diffipated in the idle and trifling
occupations of a courtier; his great and indeed only talent was the
profufion of an eaftern monarch, which his vile partifans called
magnificence. He was afliduous only in befieging his royal matfter,
to prevent truth and virtue from approaching him ; fo that this
humane and good prince, who had the greateft defire to promote
the good of his people, was never permitted to know they were
unhappy and wanted his protection. Though this minifter knew

that
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that the abjet ftate, to which his bad condué had reduced Saxony,
made it impoffible for him to undertake any thing of confequence.
He was, however, always intriguing with the courts of Vienna,
and Peterfburg, and forming projets for aggrandifing Saxony, at
the expence of Pruffia without having prepared any one means of
realifing this vain chimera, or even provided for the common defence
of the country. The money raifed with difficulty on the poor fub-
je&, to provide an army for his defence, was diffipated in building
magnificent palaces for the favourite, in expenfive journeys, &c.
to fatisfy his abject and low vanity: fo that the country, which
might eafily raife and maintain an army of 50,000 men, had fearce
‘15,000 without artillery or magazines; and therefore fell an cafy
prey to an ambitious and powerful invader.

Of R U S S I A

HOUGH the plan, formed and purfued with unwearied

a&ivity and vigilance by Peter the Great, had not fince his
death, been cultivated with equal care and fuccefs ; however, what
he had already done, made this empire powerful; and therefore
refpeted and careffed. The vaft extent of this empire, the variety
of its productions, and the number of its inhabitants, form fo many
and fuch great fources of power, - that a fmall negle®, which
in leflfer ftates would be immediately and feverely felt, pafs in this
country unnoticed, and produce no fenfible or dire¢t bad effe&.
Its refources are fo many, that in fome meafure they may be faid

to {upply thofe miftakes which happen in the adminiftratios, and
< have
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have kcpt up the luftre of the empire, though the plan of the ficlt
Peter has not been fteadily adhered to.

While the Ottoman empire was formidable, this court and that
of Vienna were naturally conne&ted. The fear of a common, and
powerful enemy, united them by the ftrong tye of mutual fafety.
Since the decline of the Turkith empire, the finds it no lefs neceffary
to cultivate the friendthip of other princes, particularly that of the
maritime powers, who take off a vaft quantity of ufelefs commo-
dities. This brings a proportionable fum of money into the
‘empire, which, there circulating, puts that vaft machine in motion,
and renders it therefore formidable. Hence the facility, or rather
avidity with which the northern powers in general embrace every

. opportunity of taking fubfidies. The luxury and magnificence of
their courts are thereby kept up, and their princes abundantly
fupplied with all the fuperfluitics, which vanity has made neceffary,
and their armies maintained at the expence of others. To thefe
general motives may be added others, the late emprefs of Ruflia
had, as we have already faid, conceived a mott violent averfion to
the king of Pruflia, and therefore readily concurred in ahy meaflre _
-concerted for his humiliation, and the more fo, as they flattered her
with the hopes- of extending her dominions on the Baltick, a thing
‘long aimed at, by the Ruffians; fhe therefore with pleafure con-
tracted an alliance with us, which would enable her to execute the
+defigns of her hatred and politicks at our expence. But finding

‘we would not break with Pruffia, the inftantly renounced our friend-
-hip, and embraced that of France, who promifed her fuch fubfi-

-dies, as would enable her to put her troops in motion, and a& accord-
-ing to her own principle.

No country
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O country has in fo thort a time changed the principles of
N its conftitution fo much as this, except Denmark. Sweden
~ in avery few years, from a moft defpotick government, .as it was:
in Charles the XIIth’s time, is now the moft limited monarchy in
Europe. = Denmark, on the contrary, in near the fame period,
from a free government, is become intirely defpotick. Neither feems.
to have got much by the. revolution, as the power and cradit of
cither does not appear to have been thereby augmented at home or-
abroad, particularly Sweden, whofe interefts in foreign courts is.
- much funk. . The power of the crown is too limited, and that of
the different ftates which form the conftitution, too complicated,
to admit of any plan that requires wifdom in deliberation, and
vigour in the execution. An attempt was made fome years ago to
change the conttitution, by augmenting the power of the crown,
which could not have been executed without endangering the lives
and fortunes of many : it was difcovered in time, and fome of the
authors punithed ; as thofe who endeavour to fubvert the conftitu-
tion in favour of tyranny juftly deferve. ‘Though the plot was ren-
dered vain, it left, however, an univerfal fpirit of difcontent, not
to fay hatred and animofity againft the court, whom they naturally
fuppofed had favoured at leaft, if not promoted a plot, calculated
mereiy to. augment the influence of the crown. They feemed
particularly exafperated againft the queen, a woman of fuperior
talents, and fifter to the king of Pruffia, to whofe inftigation they

attributed the attempt made againft their liberty. The French,
c2 who
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who by fubfidies, and that {pirit of intrigue which diftinguifh their
minifters in every court, laid hold of ‘this occafion; to make the
Swedes declare againft his Pruffian majefty. The war, however,
* being undertaken againft the will of the king, was profecuted with-
out vigour, and they therefore embraced the firft opportunity of
concluding a peace, which they never ought to have broke. The
Swedes muft keep a watchful eye on the Ruffians, who aim. at
further conquefts on the Baltick: this cannot be executed, without
endangering the fafety of Sweden. Pruffia and Denmark have a
common intereft in oppofing the progrefs of the Ruflians. How
impolitick therefore were the Swedes to have aed on quite con-
trary principles. Had the confederacy fucceeded againft Pruffia,
Sweden and Denmark, particularly the former, would have been
the vicims of their bad pohcy, and fell an eafy prey to the ambi-
tion of Ruffia.

THESE



MILITARY DESCRIPTION
| | | OF THE o
SEAT of WA R
Of BOHEMIA and MORAVIA.

. HESE two great provinces belong to the emprefs of

Germany. They are feparated from Silefia, Lufatia, Saxony,
l and part of Bavaria, and Auftria, by a continued chain of
very high mountains, which neceffarily renders the communication
between thofe countries very difficult, there being very few mili-
tary roads *. The firft of thefe goes from Olmutz, in Moravia, to
a town called Sternberg, and there divides itfelf into two; the one
goes by Hoff to Troppau, and Jigerndorff, in the Auftrian Silefia ;
the other paffes by Friedland, Wurbenthal, and Zuckmantel, and
from thence goes to Neifs. Thefe two roads, particularly the laft,
may be confidered as one continual defile, formed by the mountains,
ravins, rivers, &c. and therefore may, no doubt, be defended by
a few troops, if properly placed, againft a numerous army. The
Pruflians have indeed one very great advantage :- they can, by fend-
ing two corps, the one by Jigerndorff, and the other, out of the

¢ A road where infantry, cavalry, heavy artillery, and all kind of carriages can pafs.
- county
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county of Glatz, from Habelfchwert towards Altftat, and Schon-
berg, force the Auftrians to quit ‘a'ny pofition they may take, be-
tween Freudenthal and Neifs, by cutting off their communication
with Olmutz, from whence they muft neceffarily draw their fub-
fiftence. Whereas thefe can take no central pofition, that will effec-
tually hinder the Pruffians from entering Moravia, by the way of
Zuckmantel, from the county of Glatz, and by Troppau, and
unite thefe three columns with fafety ; Olmutz being too far back,

can be of no ufe to guard the paffages beween Moravia and Silefia.
As the king of Pruffia cannot from any place, more conveniently,
carry on the war againft the emprefs’s dominions, than from Neifs,
into Moravia, nor where his fuccefles weuld be attended with more
fatal confequences ; it is furprifing her majefty has not thought
proper to oppofe, on that fide, a ftronger barrier than Olmutz,
which is cettainly a very indifferent place. The fine defence gene-
ral Marthal made, durmg the laft war, was owing as much to the
weaknefs of the Pruffian army, asto his own talents and vigilance,
as will evidently appear by the hiftory of that famous fiege. This
fortrefs is fo far back, that it leaves all the avenues leading from
Silefia and Glatz, into Moravia, q{Jite open, and a confiderable
body of men cannot be fent far into the mountains, without evi-
dent rifk : nothing would be more efficacious to check the Prufiians,
than the building a fortrefs, either in the neighbourhood of Alftadt,
or between, Freudenthal and Zuckmantel; or laftly, between
Jigerndorff, and Johannifthal. The firft, would be a check on Glatz
and Neifs, at the fame time, and enable the Auftrians to make con-
tinual incurfions into thofe two provinces, without any rifk : nor
does it appear poffible for the Pruffians to penetrate into Moravia,
cither from Glatz or Neifs, without previoufly taking this
fartrefs
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fortrefs ; becaufea corps of troops pofted here, and fuftained by a
ftrong garrifon, would cut off all communication with thofe two
places, and foon force an army that would advance towards Olmutz,
to fall back or perifh.

The fecond and third, would, indeed, effe¢tually hinder the Pruf-
fians from advancing into Moravia, till they had taken them : but
the fiege of them would be more eafy, becaufe fuch a body of troops
might be fent from upper Silefia, and from Glatz, to feize the
defiles between them, and Moravia, as would make it impoffible
to relieve them.

Moft men think that a camp, or fortrefs, is well placed, if they
cannot be approached without great difficulty, which is true only,

“in cafe they have in themfelves all the refources neceflary for their
defence; but as that feldom or ever happens, the perfe&tion of
the one and the other would be, to find a fituation that prefents to
‘the enemy all the difficulties poffible ; and which, at the fame time,
may be eafily fuccoured, if neceffary. The difficulty to find fuch a
fituation, ‘or the want of that fure,. coup d’eil, has determined many
engineers, to choofe the plains for their fortreﬁ'cs, which frees
them from the cenfure of having ill chofe their ground, and flatters

- their vanity, by giving them an opportunity, to produce all the

different works they have feen in the {chools, and make fuch a fine
appearance on paper. ' '

Another road goes from Olmutz, by Litau and Alftadt, into the -
county of Glatz. ‘The next principal road, is that, which goes from

" the circle of Konigfgratz, by Neuftat and Nachod, into the county of

Glatz, and from thence into the other provinces of Silefia: it is not
lefs difficult than the others above-mentioned, beinglike them, one
continual defile, particularly, when it enters the Pruffian domini-
ons, where it is almoft impofiible for a confiderable body of troops
to march, if they meet with any refiftance; cfpccxally, in going

from
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from Bohemia towards Glatz, as the mountains rife gradually; from
whence appears, that the Pruffians can with more eafe penztrate into
Bohemia, than the Auftrians can; into the county of Glatz. The firft
have another confiderable advantage ; they can be provided with every
thing from the fortre(s of Glatz, which gives them a fafe retreat,
when pufhed back by fuperior forces : they are mafters of the ave-
nues which lead into Bohemia; which, being intirely open and
fruitful, they can enter with eafe, and fubfift for a confiderable
time; whereas the Auftrians cannot enter the country of Glatz at
all, if the pafles are properly guarded, and even fhould they force
back the pofts placed in them, they can find no fubfiftence in the
country, and muft begin their operations by the fiege of Glatz,
which, from its very advantageous fituation, can fcarce be taken,
though left to the defence of its own garrifon, and certainly not at all,.
if there is a confiderable body of troops in the country to fuftain it.

~ Thehiftory of the laft and preceding wars, confirms what is here
advanced. In the firft, it was reduced by famine, and, in the laft,
chance, cowardice, and ignorance, of all which, general Laudhon
took proper advantages, were the immediate caufes of its being
taken. : . ’

The next. road goes likewife from the circle of Konigfgratz, by
Trautenau and Landfhut, to Schweidnitz, and Jauer, in Silefia.
~ This, like the others,. is a continual defile, and fo difficult, that
when the pafes are properly guarded, na army can penetrate into
Silefia, on this fide. The Pruffians have a fine pofition near Land-
" fhut, from whence they may, by an eafy march on the left, cover the
road that goes from Friedland to Schweidnitz, and fuftain effeGually
any corps, they may fend to Schmidberg and Hirfchberg. It was
from this camp that Fouquet, with an inconfiderable army, fo

often
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often baffled the attempts made by the Auftrians, though much
{uperior, to penetrate that way into Silefia, and was at laft over-
powered, and intirely defeated in it, by his own fault.

The Pruflians have here the fame advantages as on the ﬁde of
Glatz. The fortrefs of Schweidnitz, being another place of arms,
{upplys them with every thing they want; and being fo near, ena-
bles them to begin their operations, much fooner than the Auftrians.
The mountains are filled with villages, where an army may be
put in cantonments with fafety, if care is taken to occupy the
defiles, between them and Bohemia, which they can do with eafe,
being within the Pruffian dominions: nothing therefore, can hinder
them from invading that province on this fide, even if the Auftrians
had an army there; becaufe that army cannot take any pofition
nearer the avenues that lead into it; than behind the Elbe, fome
where between Konigthoff and Kénigfgraatz, which can, -effeu-
ally, hinder the Pruffians from advancmg any farther; but cannot
prevent their entring it.

When one confiders that the Pru{ﬁans muft, from the fituation
of their country, make theu' chxcf efforts on this fide, as well,
becaufe they can penetrate with fafcty in various columns, can be
fupplied, abundantly, from Glatz and Schweidnitz, with provifi-
. ‘ons, ftores, &c. and can retire without danger in cafe of misfortune,
one is amazed, to fee her majefty leave this province, entirely, de~
fencelefs, and expofed to the continual' ravages of the enemy.
As there is 'xio kind of fortrefs, nothing lefs than an army, can de-
fend it againft the incurfions, that may be made from the county
of Glatz, and from the mountains of Landthut.

If the enemy once paffes the Elbe, above Konigfgratz, all the
provinces on the right of that river, muft be abandoned ; the troops

pofted on the frontiers of Lufatia, muft inftantly, fall back to Prague,
d for



xvin HisTory .of ithe. War

for fear of being cut off. - Even' the army itfelf muft fall back into
the circle of Chrudim, in order to cover Moravia, and keep. open
the communication with Auftria and the Danube. ‘Whereas, 'if a
fortrefs .capable:of containing 10,000 foot and 4000 horfe, was
placed behind the Elbe, between Konigthoff, and Konigfgratz,
-with .caferns and magazines vaulted, bomb-proof, the Pruffians,
could not take it, without infinite trouble ; and it would cestainly
hold out fome months, if we judge by their fkill, on other . octa-
fions, and give time, to come to its relief. This fituation is fo
advantageous, that it not only covers the country on that fide, but
likewife facilitates the means of entrihg Silefia. As it may be
sade a general place of arms, to fupply the atmies deftined on thae
fide, nor can the enemy leave it behind him and. penctrate into the
~ -cauntry, becaufe the garrifon alone, with fome croats and huffars,
-would .cut off his communication with - Silefia and Glatz, - in fuch
@ gaanner, as would foon force him to retire,. or make him, and his
army perith, though he fhould leave a corps of 2,000 men, to ob-~
ferve the place, to fecure his convoys,

Befides, a fortrefs of that kind, and a numerous garrifon, muft
force the enemy to keep a- confiderable corps, both in the county
.of Glatz, and in the mountains of Landfhut. The advantages of
fuch a fortrefs, are infinite, and ‘in my.o,pinion, renders it abfo-
lutely neceffary.

The next road goes from the circle of. Buntzlau, by Bakhofen,
Swigan, Libenau, Rlcchenherg, 4wh5:te it divides into two ; the one
goes to Friedland, and thence towards Grieffenberg, in Silefia, Sei-
+denberg, in Lufatia. -This road paffes likewife through many very
‘high mountains; and therefore not eaﬁly to be paffed, if there are
troops to defend the dcﬁlcs

Though the king of Pruﬁia, will never makc his chxef eﬁ'ort on

this



2. in’ GeeMikY 7111 %

this fide, "hiWlg rio place of arms, st d proper ‘diftance; yetq¥%%
every war with the Auftrians, he will think it neceffary to occupfp
Saxony, fome divifion of his army will always enter Bohemia, on
the fide of Lufatia, while it remains quite open as at prefent : where-
fore it would, no doubt, be very proper, to have as near the féon<
tiers as poffible, fome confiderable fortrefs, which & divifion of
twenty thoufand men, can n¢ither fuddenly take, nor fafely leave
béhind them, nor could any troops take their winter quarters, an§t
where in the mountains, from Friedland to Schandau, or even at
Grieffenberg, Markliffa, Lauban, and Gorlitz, if a confiderablé
fortrefs is placed in the neighbourhood of Friedland : neither car
the communication be kept up hetween Silefia and Saxony, unleft
an ‘arohy be pofted to fecureif. . To thefe great and obvious reafons
may be added, that as Silefia, is quite an open country, without
any fortrefs to cover it, from Marklifla to Croffen, near Frankfort,
-it might be attacked, on that fide rather, than on that of Moravia,
and. Bohemia, which now can’t be dene, ‘witheut leaving dn aremy
to cover thefe two provinces. But if they are fecured, by the
fortrefles propofed to be made in Moravia, and near Konigfgratz ;
the Auftrians might, -we think, enter Silefii, by the way of Lufa-
tia, provided they have a place of arms, near Friedland, which
would enable them, as we think, to a& with fafety and vigour on
that fide. The want of it, rendered ineffe@ual, the victories gained
by the Ruffians at Zullichau, and Cunnerfdorff, and every attempt,
the Auftrians made, on the Queifs, and Bober. .

Should thedifferent fortreffes, above 'prdpdfed, beexecuted, 30,000
men, befides. their garrifons, will, it’s thought, be more than fuffi-
cient to cover Bohemia, all the remainder of her majefty’s forces,
may then, a@ with fuccefs on the (@e‘ifs,'an}i Bober, otherwife not.

The next road goes likewife from the circle of Buntzlau, By

' o d 2 -+ Leypa,
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Leype, and Gabel, to Zittau, in Lufatia: this is the Youft difficult of
@ny as yet defcribed. In the mountains, however, about Gabel, there
are fome defiles, which may eafily be guarded, with few troops;

The next road goes from the fame province, by Rumburg, and
from thence tawards Lobau, in Lufatia. This is extreemly diffi-
cult, and, during the courfe of the war, I do not remember it
was taken by any confiderable corps, excepting by that of the
prince of Pruffia, after the battle of Kollin. Little ufe can be
made of thefe two laft roads, by the Pruffians, being o far from
their depots, excepting for fome divfion of their army, when they
propofe invading Bohemia on different fides at the fame time, and
therefore it feems ufelefs, to fortify them.

- The next, and ome of the moft important roads, in all this.
country, is that which goes from Prague, by Budyn, Lowofitz,
Auflig, Peterfwald, and Ghithubel, where it enters Saxony. This
road is one continual defile, from Lowofitz to the laft mentioned,
place, runs clofe to the Elbe, from Lowofitz to Auffig, where the
river Bila cuts it, another decp ravin beyond Peterfwald ;. and a
third at Ghithubel. In eachof thefe three places, are fuch advan-.
tageous pofitions, that twelve or fourteen battalions, would be able
to defend them againdt an army, though there be no kind of fortrefs,
and if there was a good one, it would be fcarce pofiible to invade
Bohemia, on the fide of Saxony, with fuccefs.. Whenever an’
army propofes paffiig from the one country into the ather, it
is abfolutely neceflary to be mafters of the Elbe, becaufe it is
by that river alone, fuch armies muft fubfit, the mountains
being fo bhigh, and the roads fo bad, that for many months in
the year, no carriage can pafs; a fortrefs therefore here, would
be an invincible ebftacle for an army coming from either
country. ‘

The next road goes likewife from the plains of Lowofitz,
over



. in GERMANY. , xxi
over the mountains by Toplitz, and from thence by Zimwalde,
fnto Saxony. This: road is very bad, and fo full of defiles, that -
it is fcarce fit for.any but infantry: there are many pofitions to
be taken on it, the principal one is near Toplitz.

The next goes out of the circle of Saatz, by Laun, and
Commotau, and from thence over the Bafberg into Saxony.
This and the next which goes likewife from the circle of Saatz,
by Caaden, over the Kupferberg, into Saxony, are extreamly
difficult, and when- the defiles have been properly guarded the
Pruffians have always been repulfed. During the war, except-
ing in 1757, when prince Maurice pafled there in two columns.
Scarce any thing but light. troops ever attempted pafling thefe

defiles. : _
From the circle of Ellenbogen, there go two: roads, the one
over the mountains to Plauen, and the- other through Egra,
Both thefe, are in fome meafure impaflable, for an army com-
ing into Bohemiz, becaufe it would not be fafe to pafs through
fuch great defiles, fo near a fortrefs. Thefe are the principal
roads and paffes, which occur, in the counties where the war
was carried on in that part of Germany.

Bobemia and Moravia are watered by ‘many rivers, the principal
of which are the Teifs, which rifes in the mountains of Silefia,.
called Schneeberg, and runs by Alftadt, Muglitz, Littau, Olmutz,
Hradifch, &c. and falls into the Danube, at Prefburg;: in. the
latter part of its courfe, it is called the Morava: it is. not navie
gable, nor can any pefition be taken on its banks, to. flop an
enemy coming from Silefia. The beft, however, is on the
heights about Littau with the right extending towards Qlmutg,
and a corps further on towards Muglitz, otherwife a column
coming down the Tecifs would render that pofition very hazar-

dous.
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dbus.’* This is, no ‘doubt, ‘the ‘moft- prqper poﬁtion of any"ﬁ
‘cover’Olmutz, which éannet-be . attacked ‘while an armyis here,
nor can it: wéll be forced, by any ‘indire@® manceuvre to quit it,
being fupplied with prov?ﬁdﬁs ftom Olmutz, nor can an enemy
advance towards Auftria, lcavmg that fortrefs, and army behmd

There are many more, fmall, rivers between Olmutz anid
Brinn, which, paffing through the mountdins, furnith' évery
where excellent camps. Moravia, in gcncral, is a very f’n‘ong _
country, and may be defended by a ‘fmall army againft a very~ -
numerous one, as appeared. in the ‘war which happened’ after
the death of Charles-the “Vith. For’ then- prmcc Charles, aided
by the great Kevenhuller, at the head of a very inconfiderable
body of troops, compared with thofe of the enemics, drove
them intirely out of that country, and Bohemia, merely by the
fuperiority of  rhanceuvres, whlch thd face of the country per-
mitted him to execute. : '

The Elbe rifes in the mountains of Silefia, called the Rlcfcnge-
biirg, and runs by Arnau,. Konigthoff,: Jaromitz, Konigfgratz,
Pardubitz, Neuhoff, Kollin, Nimburg, Brandeifs, where the Ifer
" falls into it, Melnick, where the Moldau comes into it, Leéiit-
meritz, above which, the Egra falls into it, Auffig, and from
thence to Konigftein in Saxony, it is navigable only as far as
Lowofitz, .where it grows confiderable. In all this .extenfive
courfe:few . good pofitions can be taken on its banks. . The firft
and moft. important of any upon it, and indeed in the whole
country, is between Konigfhoff, and Konigfgratz, from whence
an ammy can cffeGtually hinder’ dn enemy coming from Schweid-
nitz ‘and Glatz, "from penetratmg into the interior parts of
Bohemm

‘There
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. There arc’ other .pofitions. to ‘be takeén, between Nimburg,
" and Brahdeifs, which cover Prague againft an army coming from
Lufatia, Between. thefe places arid Saxomy,.no pofition can be
taken on its banks, becaufe’jt .runs paralel,’ to. the road that

pafs from the oné country into theother; {o thatonly the right or
~ left wing of an army camped between Lowofitz and Aufig, can
be pofted on it, according as the front is placed.

Onh the Zaflava, one:pofitioh only of confequence can be taken,
and that ag; Benefchav, from whence you sy cover the two
great roads .that lead from Prague ‘to Viepna. '

. The Moldsd, on which fome pofitions may be taken. which
cover Bohgmia, Uppgr .and. Lower Auftria, -in cafe any’ aktempt
be made . from Vigtland rin Saxony. "It. was from thefe pofis
tions that the French, under marthal Maillebois, were effe@u-
ally .previented from . penetrating into Bohemia, and relieving
marfhal Belleifle, then; befieged in Prague. - '

This; is the ftrongeft place on the river; and indecd in the
whole country, and is well fortified; but being commanded by
the neighbouring hills, very extenfive, and divided by the Moldau,
it requires fuch an immenfe quantity of ftores and artillery, and
fuch a numerous garrifop; that it feems doubtful whether any
attempt fhould be made to defend it or not, excepting by a
couple of battalions, meerly to prote& it, from plunder, by capi- .
tulating, The fate of this city, in the war of 1747, fhews the
truth- of this opinion. . The firft ‘time, it was taken by aflault,
with a garrifon of near 4000 men in it; the fecond time, it
refited a very few 'days only; and the third, ‘it was aban-
doned precipitately. by the - Pruffians, on their quitting Bohemia.
In this laft war, its- fate would have been decided in a few
-days more, ‘and it would have -been taken with an army in it.

The
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can be taken to covér the couutry from an inwafion, on the
fide of Schweidnitz and Glatz, are thofe already mentioned,
behind the Elbe, at Konigthoff and Konigfgratz, which, how-
ever, you muft abandon, unlefs you are ftrong enough to hindee -
him’ from entering Moravia on your right, by the way of Zuck-
mantel, as it happened in the campaign of 1758, and out of

Bohemia on your left by Friedland and Gabel. - If you fail in
this, you muft inftantly fall back into Moravia, to cover Vi~
enna; qr to the Moldau, to cover Prague. . In the interior part
of thc country, the beft pofition, without doubt, is that in the
nelghbourhopd of Collin and Czaflau, as you may from thence,
‘i a few mdrches, be either behind -the. Elbs at.Konigfgrata,
appvroach the Mohiau, or fall back mto Moc:vu, a6 tbc ¢afe
may require.

The pofitions to be taken in that part of the country, .
thofe of Léutomifchel, Miiglitz, Littan, with firong corps to-
wards Zuckmantel and Troppan; to. cover the debouchds on that
fide, where they are fecurely pofled, and can be atticked only
in front: in ‘which cafe they fall back on. your army, or on
Olmutz. By taking cither of thefe pefitions - you: cower. Mora«
via ‘and Auftria, -and -have your communication open with Bohe-:
mia, where no .enemy dare feparate, while you are in fosce in
Moravia. Another great inconveniency in the defence of this:
country, is, that mo confiderable magazines can with fafety. be
placed, any where, but at Prague or Olmutz, which are too
far back from the frontiers, and your army muft be fupplied
from thence by land carriage, a thing very difficult at the end
of a campaign, particularly if the ‘war continues long in the

cquntry, and makes horfes and oxen {foarce.
Thit
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OFSILESIA and the County of GLATZ.

HIS country lies fmm fouth to fouth-eaft of Bohemia. It

extends in length from Liebenau, on the frontiers of Bran<
deburg, to Upper Silefia, on the. frontiers of Poland and Hun-
gaty, near 240 miles. Its bieadth, including the county of
Glatz, to Millitfch, op the. frontiers of Peland, is near 120 miles.
It is,\mphd, by aear a milliog and a ‘half of inhabitants,
and produces an yearly avenue of about four millions of dol-
lars, and is one of the meft fruitful and ncbc& provinces in
Europe.. |

. It has been dready faid, - that it -is feparated from Bohemia,
by a chain of mountains,. running from Zuckmantel, on the
frontiers of Moravia, to Greiffenberg on the river Queifs. From
Luface,. it -is feparated by ‘this river, -which runs by Greiffen-
berg, Mprkhﬂ'a. and: Lauban, dnd . falls at Halbau into the Bober.
This laf} river ferves as a barrier, on the fide of Upper Luface,
‘till it falls into the Oder at Croffen.

The adyastageous fitnation of this country, enables the king
of Pruffia tp invade Bohenia with - facility and fuccefs: whereas
any attempt from ‘Bohemda againdt Silefia would be attended with
much dangérand difficulty. A finall army pofted, any where, in the
neighbourhood of Glatz, with two corps; the one between Frey-
wald and Johanfthal, 'and the other about Trautenau, would, Iam ~
pethssded, vender ‘any: attempts againft it, vain and fruitlefs. An
army fo pofted cannot be forced by any dire@ manceuvre, be-
caitfe the country is extremely ftrong, and it might retire under
the cannon of Glatz : and though cither of the two corps pofted,
as we fuppofe, ‘on the right and left, were pufhed back; you
conld not prefume to advance. into Silefia with an ‘army, lea-

e 2 ving
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ving the enemy in the county of- G}atz s beeaufe from thence,
he could cut off your: communication both with Bohcmia and
| Moravia ; "and confequently, -in a few . days, would force you to
fall ’back into thefe' countries, or perifh’'in':the mountains, as the
couhtry between thefe- mountains and the fortrefles of Neifs and
‘Schweidnitz, could not fupply an army .for two .days only.
Much , lefs could you -attempt any thing; againft ‘thefe places, if
there be any tgoops in, the county of Glatz; or.any corps, how-
ever inconfiderable, in the neighbourhood of them, your armny-
muft fubfift from your magazines in-Bohemia, which you can-
not poflibly bring into Silefia, while the enemy is in force .in
the county. of *Glatz, . And :theugh there "be mo . eneiny there,
;rour tranfports, however numerous, -are foon wore. out, particu-
larly if'_any rain falls, which makes the roads™ abfolutely . impaf-
fable. Then you muft not think of bringing up your theavy
actillery, ammunitions, &e. till the placcl is entirely invefted,
and you have formed a confiderable magazine near your camp
Such preparations require much more time than is neceffary, to
enable the king to come to its ‘relief. -Hence it appears, how dif-
. ficult,” the conqueft of Silefia muft be, while there is any {malk
army to cover it. ‘The progrefs of the Auftrians in the cam-
paigns of 1757, 1760, and 1761, was, we think, intirely owing
to- the bad condu& of the Pruffian generals; which we fhalt
demonftrate .when we give an-account: of thofe campaigns.
‘This country is watered by f{mall riversy-and, like Bohemia,.
is covered with woods, and interfe¢ted with hills and valleys =
and confequently furnithes, every where, excellent camps. The
chief pofitions on this fide, are' thofe in the neighbourhood of
Glatz, at Frankenftein, Wartha, &c. of which we have given
an account. On the left is one near Otmofchau, which covers

Neifs.
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Neifs : on the right is that of Landthut, which covers Schweid-
nitz. - There is another’ on the hcights of Wirben, between:
.Schvw'rei'dnitzl and Breflau, .which covers both: another, behind
the Reichenbachifch Wafier, - with the right-at Péltzen, and the
left at Faulebrucken, which anfwers the fame purpofe: ang-
ther between Liebenthal and Lowenberg, which is  excellent;
and covers the country effetually againft an army advancmg by
the way of Gorlitz, -Marklifla, and Lauban. 4
Further -down the: Queifs, "is-a good camp betwéen Naum-
burg and Buntzlau, but it fhould- not bé occupied, except in
fome very partlcular cafe; as thei enemy could pafs the Queifs;
aid enter Silefia on your left, by Lauban; near which is a very
good camp fora fmall corps to ferve as a vanguard -to"the army-
pofted at LéiWenbcrg Still further down, on the Bober, is a
good camp at Sagan, and at Chnfhanﬁadt, which covers that
fide effeGtually.’ ‘ ,
" The " only nawgabl’e river in' this country is the Oder, which
rifes in the mountains of Hungary, not far from Jablunka. It runs .
by Rattibor, Kofel, Oppelen, Tefchen, Brieg, Breflau, Grofs Glo-
gau, Frankfort, Cuﬁrm, and- Stettm, a httlc below which it
falls into the Baltic. - - :
The firft place of any f’crcngth you meet with, on this river,
is Kofel, which, though very fmall, is ftrong by its fituation,
and could it contain a numerous garrifon, would be a refpe&t-
able bulwark agamﬁ the Auftrians and Hungarians. The other
places we have named, as far as Breflau, are of no other ufe,
than to cover the country againft the incurfions of light troops,
and to form magazmes, and fecure the fruits of thc earth in

cafe of a war.
Breflau,
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- Breflag, the capitdl of Sifefia, is a large 'and Wcll-.peo]ﬂd&

town; but though pretty well fortified, is not capable of ma-

king' any confiderable defence; becaufe it is commanded by a
neighbouring height : it has no out-works of confequence. Be-

fides, great part of the town or fuburbs are without the wall;

under the cover of which, you may begin your approaches very
near; and the ditch not being prote@ed by a good glacis, and.
a well-pallifaded covered-way, you may get into the town in a
very  fhort time. 'Tis however, in other refpeds, of great ufe ;

as you may with fafety form there magazines of provifions and:

flores: and you may lodge there a .good body of troops to
recover themfelves during the ‘winter quarters. It may. likewife
cover acamp, if the ground is well chofen. Its garrifon, when

left to itfelf, ought to be numerous, in order to prote@® the’

country. From Breflau, ftill following the courfe of the river,
you come to Grofs Glogau, which may juftly be eftcemed the
key and bulwark of Lower Silefia. - It is a ftrong fortrefs, whcn
compared with thofe of this country, though noﬂung at all com-
pared with thofe in Flanders.

There are generally 1mmenfc magazines, and 2 numerous gar-
rifon in this town. It covers the country fo cffc&ual]y, that no
enterprife of confequence can be undertaken on that fide of
Silefia, until you are mafter of it. The- taking of it will be no
eafy matter, as the king will always have an army in this nexgh-
bourhood, to obferve an enemy coming from Poland, and if it

be too weak to keep the field, it will find a fecure retreat “under

the cannon of this fortrefs, from whence it cannot be forced

by any dire¢t manceuvre. Should the enemy attempt to leave

you behind, and march’ to Breflau, you can be there before
him; or by fending a body of huflars into Poland, cut
off
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off his fubfiftences fo effeGually, as to ferce him immediately
to abandon ‘his defigns and return to the frontiers of that coun-
try: and as the king takes care to have -all the corn- of the
country depofited at Breflau and Glogau, the enemy finds no-
thing but the growing crop, on which no army can fubfit a
day; particularly in that part of the country bordering on the
QOder, which is generally fandy, and therefore by no means fruit-,
ful. From hence it appears, that an army coming from Poland
cannot, however numerous, undertake any thing folid. No ma-
gazme can be formed nearer the frontiers of Silefia, than at
Pofen, fixty miles from Glogau. Such a magazine, however
abundapt, can fcarcely fupply the daily confumption of 2 nume-
rous army, while it remains in that neighbourhood, much lefs.
can it be tranfported to Glogau, and fupply the army there for
at leaft two months. How can the heavy artillery, an immenfe
quantity of ftores neceffary for fuch 3 fiege, be brought there?.
How, therefore, undertake it? even fuppofing, what' probably
will never happen, that it be left to the defence of a com-
mon garrifon, and that there be no army to cover it. This
thews why the Ruflians could not, for want of a fufficiene
magazine at Pafen, .approach the froatiers of Silefia till the month
of July: and then their operations were chiefly regulated by
the neceflity of making the army fubfift, rather than with a
view to any military enterprife. As they could not fubfit in
any onc place, long: enough, to think of undertaking any thing’
of confequence; thcy were, notwithftanding their repeated vic-
tosies, obliged in the month of o@ober, to abandon a country,
which their own ravages, and the nature of the circumftances,
had rendered incapable of fupporting them during the winter.
They muft nsceffarily fall back on the Lower Viftula, where

. they
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thiey ‘have their magazines. For. thefe reafons, all the operations
“of this:army were reduced to -marching from the Viftula into
Silefia, and after fighting and ravaging the country, to the return-
mg agam an the Viftula.

* We fhall:conclade ‘this defcription of Silefia with obferving,
t<hat the greateft advantage arifing from the favourable fituation,
and pature of this country, in our opinion, confifts in this:
that the king, -covered ‘with the places of Silefia, is enabled to
male all his motions- with- fafety- and celerity ; that his armies’
are abundantly fupplied, on the fpot where they encamp; that
& fmall corps, protetted by thefe places, fupply the. place of a
great army, and that fo qﬁ'c&ually, that nothing of confequence
can’ be undertaken in. that: country ‘while they exift.. “Who-
ever confiders attentively what we have faid on this fubje&, will
probably feel his admiration for the king: of Pruffia, and his
contempt ‘for the Auftrian and Ruﬁian gencrals, conﬁderably ‘
" dimidithed:” - P L A

. Further down the : Odcr, in. the marqulfate of Brahdeburg,
lies the ¢ity of Francfort, a rich and populous place. It is of
no other ufe, however, when confidered in a military yiew, than
% cover magazines, which you muft form here, -and at Croﬁ'en, for

an'afmy ‘yon may fend on the’ Warta towards Pofcn, and t.hofc
parts of Poland. : ' :

Further down, at the confluent of the Warta into the Oder, is
Cuﬁ,pn. Thxs place is fmall, and not.at all firong," yet the Ruf-
fians, who attacked it in 178, failed in their attempt. It held
out.till the king came and relieved it, by gaining the battle of
Zorndorff. This confirms what we have faid of. the difficulties,
attending fuch an enterprife, as the fiege of Glogau, or:indeed
- of any place of confiderable firength, unle(s you can form your
magazines near fuch places, or that the country itfelf fhould be able

to
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tofupply your -army. - But-this can never happen as to ammy;
nitions and ftores, nor even as to fubfiftences; if care is taken
to make the farmers depofit their grain in thofe places, where
a ficge is expedted. | .

The - fituation of Cuftrin is very advantageous, and may be
coafidered as one of the chief keys of Silefia and Brandeburg,
particularly the laft, whenever an invafion is expe&ed from the
Lower Viftula, that is, from Warfaw to Dantzig.

‘Some one column muft pafs here, and it would be no ways
fafe to penetrate . into Brandeburg, without having previoufly
taken Cuftrin .and Stettin. It" were to .be wifhed, that fome
means could be found to augment the fortifications of the for-
mer, fo as to make it capable of holding a numerous garrifon
of horfe and foot. Thls would add mﬁmtely to its importance,
and it would . then eﬁ'eé’tually cover the .country on that
ﬁde Stettm, ftom its ﬁtuatnqn chneﬂy, is capable of a long de-;
fence, as appeared when it was taken from the Swedes, in the
begmmng of this century. It is of infinite confequence to the-
kmg of Pruﬁia, as it covers Brandeburg and Pomerama, in fuch
a manner, that though ‘thefe provmces may ‘be overrun and ra-
vaged, they can never be conquered: and ‘we doubt whether
any orf thofe powers, who may hereafter have views on this
town, w111 be in a condntlon to “take 1t, Wlt’hout havmg made
4'Couple &F ﬁxcce‘(‘sﬁll - campaigns, there being' 6 many - thmgs
16" be-'Hone ptevious to the fiege of fuch'a place. -

Colberg is on the fea coaft, and though many miles Hiftant
from Stettm, it may be confidered as an outwork to tha’t ﬁlace,
it>Heing’the’ only’ poft in-that nelghf)ourhood where ‘magazines
mlay el fornied to befiege  that* fortrefs. * No' confiderable fup-
ply of. provifions ‘can b got,::from'the’ produces of the codntry:
Vot f it muft
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it ‘miuft be brought from Yiivonia, Finland,” $wedeti; &ec. By fex
5 muft - the értxller}f% artithunitiond, and’ Trores, %vhxcﬁ ‘Canndt
be' !tran‘fpot‘ted from “thé Viltala by land. - H’encc it ap'péﬂ'% of
what confequence Colberg is.; and we are d‘icl‘éf'orc mirch "farZ
pnﬁed that the king of Pruffia fhould have negie&ed this’ place.
$ts fortxﬁcatlons arg fmall dﬂd mﬁgmﬁcaqt beyond conceptlon;
and could not, if properly at‘tackcd “have ‘hield out “two ‘days.
“The defence ‘it madé redounds as much to the horour of the
governor, as it does the imputation. of ignorance on the befiegers.

- If thxs place was made fit to hold a gamﬁm of 4000 foot,
and zooo horfz, we. think. it would be 1mpregnablc to 2 Ruffian
army; as they could fearce ever be. provxded thh ihe neceﬂ'ary
mearns” to. reduce it.. Befides, it would, eﬁ'c&ually d;op the
progrefs of an- army, coming that way; cfpecxally if Cuftrin was
hkewxfe put in the ﬁtuatlom we have mentwned Clogau, Cul~

on thls fide the Pruﬁian dormmons, as chfs,, Glatz, and Schweid~
mitz, are on the other. The pumng thefe. places in 2. refpe&y
able condition, is the more neceﬂ'ary, as.. Pom,cnama and Bran-
dcburg are. open. on. that ﬁde,_ and haye  abfolutely no mtcnor
defence.

, The fronnem of Pomerama, towards the Swedc& aiud Meck-
Icnbm'gcrs,, are: ftrong by nature,; and do not require the help
of art; as the Pruffians are. too powe:ful to fear apy thing from
that quarter,

. Of Pruffia I fhall only ﬁy, it eamnot. -bc eﬁE&ually defended‘.
whxh; it d:peads an: the houfe. of Brandeburg;, becaufe thofe
who attack it are borderc:;, and have thefefqrq at hand. 4ll the
weans that can. infure fiuccefs, and. all the  refources neceflary to-

‘ feover
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vecover themfelves. after a defeat: whereas thofe who are to de-
fend it, are deprived of every advantage, and were they fubje&t
to no other. 1ofs, than what naturally attends war, in one cam-
paign, they would be reduced to the neceflity of abandoning it,
as they could not poﬁ'lbly be recrulted in ume, receive, horfes
-for remountmg thelr cavalry, or be fupphcd w1t11 ﬁores, &c. w%
are therefore furpnfed his majefty fhould’ attcmpt to defend if.
He, probably, held the Ruffians in fuch contempt, that he did
ot doubt of thcnr bemg caﬁly bcaten, and forced back into
their own country. But he faw his error, and therefore, after
his firft campaign, abandoned the ‘country. * Could his majefty
'changc thls country with the Polcs for that on the Lower Vif-
tula, it-'would be much for his advantagc T fhall dwell loQger
on the fubrpe& of dcfendmg a diftant ‘country, when 1 examine
the war in -Weftphaha and Portugal. mdepcndcm of polmcs,
and mcrcly in a mlhtary view.

" To the left of Pomerama, the kmg ‘has the ﬁrong fortrefs of
Magdeburg on the Elbe, a placé ¢ of great frength, ‘and of equal
importance; as he may form there’in twenty-four hours, fuch a
bocb' of troops, as will keep in awe the Saxons on the one ﬁde,
~and Holﬁcm, Mecklcnbutg, and Hanover i on the “other. As'to
thc king’s dominions on the Rhine, we rather think there ihoulti
be no fortrefs. becaufe it would be almoft xmpoﬂible to defend
them againft an enemy who is on that frontier: and it would be
too difficult to wreft them from him, fhould he' becomc maﬁcr
of them: whercas, 1f left open, he wﬂl be oblxged to abandon
them. :

The fate of chel in thts laft war conﬁrms our ogmxon. '
UEoLot oo

1' o fa.. 0 are oo i In
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3

Of SAXONY and. LUSACE.

oL ‘J !

N fpeakmgof Bohemla andSnleﬁa. ‘we have already ﬁud that
the firft js fepa;ated from Saxony by a chain of mountains
running from Egra to Pirna, and from Luface by -the fame chain
of mountam; runnmg from Pirna to Friedland. From this. place,.
Luface is. feparated from Snleﬁa, by the (Lelfs and Bober. In
all this, fo extenﬁve, frontxer, nor mdeed on that towards Bran-
deburg and Thurmgue, can any poﬁtxon be taken, " by any army
the eleGor of Saxctny can raxfe, fo.as to cover his country effec~
tually, becaufe it is not ﬁrong, exther by art, or nature. How—
ever, to preferve the cap1ta.l from an enemy, coming by the way
of Auflig from Bohemia, a camp may be taken behind the ravin
of Ghifliubel, or further back at. Grofs Zedhtz. thxs indeed is a
refource for a few da.ys only, becaufc the enemy, by marchmg a
column on the right of the Elbe by Schandau, may come and
encamp ‘on thc heights near the Welﬁ‘cnhufch from’ whence he
wxll foon deﬁroy Drefden, or force you to. a compoﬁtxon fhll
ore ufelefs would any camp in Luface be, becaufe you can
?’ rom . nQ one. place there, cover that country, or any ‘part. of
Saxony, cither towards Bohemla, or on the fide of Brandeburg
and lower Saxony,, . '

',I’he ﬁtuauon of the Pruﬂian domxmons enables Ins ma_;efty
to form different pomts of attack from Magdeburg, Brandcburg,
and Silefia, and his being fo much fuperior tuthe eleGor. of Sax-
ony, would render all the efforts of that prince in the defence
of his country vain. It is an umhappy fituation; but fuch itis.

Saxony:
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Saxény - aloie cdinot withftand either ' Pfuffia or ‘Auftria; and
therefore, by force, or pcrfuaﬁon, muft be made a party in every
war ‘betwceu thefe conitendi ing “rivals! And as the country is
mtxrcly opcn on the ﬁde of Pruﬁia, he dan ovcr-run it and be
at ‘the capltal before’ 1t is  poffible” for the Auftrians to bring
an army to cover it. We ‘think, thcrefore, that Saxony thould
unite herfclf to . the houfe of Brandcburg. In the ‘beginning
of the war, whlch ha_ppqned at the dcath of .Charles the ﬁxth
Saxony was . conne@ed with Pruffia, and certainly fuffered no-
thing from this conne&ion; and had fhe not altered her fyf-
‘tem, it is, my opinion fhe might have reaped fome a.d’vgmageé
from this union. ',Ixi the laft part of that war, fhe was united
with Auftria, and was' the vi@im-of it.. In a few days, Saxony
was loft, and could not be recovered, but by the mediation of
England, . and ah ﬁ.l.ch terms’ as the victor . though't prppgr tq
impofe.’ . -0 S

The tranfaéhons of t}ns laﬁ war mnﬁrm our opuuon, and
thews the abfolute. neceflity: of changing. her political fyftem.
She mutit fbr.get that fhe has been equal to the houfe of Bran-
debung ;: het jealoufy muft giye jway' to. fentiments i of felf-pre-
feryation, -which -we think:can-be infured only by. entering into
&rong and clofe conne&ions. with P;uﬁ.ia

" The interior of - this . country 'is mtprfeéted by many fmall
rivers, and by dn: infinite : pumber of ravins, generally fo. deep,
that they ard,almoft impaflable.. Parallel to. the Elbe runs the
Mulda ; it rifes-in the mountains called the Ertzgeburg, and
it falls into the Elbe, near Deflau. Its fartheft diftance from
the Elbe, :is; about - twelve mxlps* thqugh it is no. where very
doeg; yet as; 1¢ tuns. thrqugh a.deep, ravin, whofc banks are very
N . - high

W)
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high and: craggy, it is impoflible to pafs it, if you meet with
the leaft oppofitien.

~ Between this uvcr a,nd the Elbg, arc many good campa, but
n0 one poﬁtxon that can - e&'e&ually cover the capital. .

The firft camp is on the right of the’ Wqﬁntz, wuh the
right wing at Plauen, and the left, on the mountain by Potch-
apel. ‘To make this camp fecure, you muft have a ftrong corps
on the other fide of the ravin by Pofendorf;’ bctwecn Rabenau
and Dippoldifwalda, to cover your flank and ‘wat¢h Friberg.
The enemy coming up the Elbe may encamP W1th fafety, on
the heights of KeffelfdorfT. - -

The fecond camp is’ further down the Elbe, with the nght at
Monzig, ‘and ‘the left at Rothﬁ:honberg, thh a’ deep ravm n
front, through which runs a marfhy rivalet.

On the other fide of this ravin, is another excellent camp,
called the Kattferihaufer, which:the Pruffians have often océu-
pied during the war. They likewife occupied one near Melﬁ'en,
which was as bad as poffible, as will be: evident, ‘when'we tome
to give an account of fome aéhons whxch have paﬁ‘ed there,
during the war. : :

" ‘The third is at Lomatch The fourth is a& Ochatz, wbieh
may ‘be made very frong, by throwing. up -fome' few ne&bubu
before the center, and -beyond the right.

The fifth is at Strehlen, which is good, wlnchcver way it 1s
taken; but you mudt’ have 2 corps at - Hubertgburg. -

The Taft of any con(cquencc is et Torgau; which is a good
one whatever way you place your front. 'However ftrong thefe
camps may be in front, no- army can remain long in them, if
they are not fecured by ftrong corps, - on " the' left ifide 'of the
Mulda, and on the right of the ‘Elbe; but 4f this. - precaution
Is negle@ed, an army, for example, deftined to cover Drefden

and
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and Bohemia, muft inftantly fall back on that town, to fecure
its communication with Bohemia, if the enemy fends a corps,
beyond the Mulda or the Elbe. The fame thing will happen
10 an army coming up that river; a corps pofted beyond thofe
rivers will foon force him back to fecure his communication
with the Lower Elbe, and with Brandeburg. This will be
confirmed by the operations of the war in that country.
Having exphined the views of the different powers at war,
and given a proper defcription of the country, wherein it was
profecuted. We fhall now proceed to give an account of its
various operations, hoping to make it an ufeful, and agree-
able work to all military men; for whofe ufe it was chiefly
wadertaken. |

»

HISTORY
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HISTOTRY

WAR in GERMANY.

HE king of Pruffia attempted to enter into a negotiation

| with the court of Vienna, and by that means gain time,

by which he hoped to find fome methods of diffolving

the confederacy ; or at leaft to prevent its immediate effet. But,

‘finding all his. propofals rejected with difdain, he refolved to anti-

cipate his enemy’s deﬁgné, and carry the war into their dominions,

rather than wait their attacking him in his own. The pofieflion

of Saxohy is not only ‘convenient, but almoft neceflary, in order to

invade Bohemia with fuccefs. His majefty therefore determined

to occupy it ; he was the more confirmed in this refolution, as he

knew the cle@or had tacitely concurred in all the fchemes concerted

for his ruin, and waited only for a fure opportumty to concur a.lio
in the execution. ,

- WiTH this view, an army, confifting of near feventy battalions
and eighty {quadrons, divided into. three different corps, entered the
eletorate on the 29th of Auguft: the right wing compofed one,
and marched, under the command of prince Ferdinand of Brunfwic,
from the duchy of Magdeburg, by Hall, Leipfig, Borna, Chem-
nitz, Friberg, and Dippoldifwalda, and thence towards Drefden,
the place defigned for the rendezvous of the army. The center,

B commanded
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commandcd by the king in perﬁ)n, compofed the fecond corps,.
and marched on the left of the Elbe, by Wittenberg, Torgau,.
Meiffen, and thence by Keflelfdorff to D_refdcn The left wing.
formed the third corps, and was commanded by the duke of Bevern,
who marched from the neighbourhood of Frankfort on the Oder,.
by Elﬁcrwerda Bautzen, Stolpen, ahd Lohmen, &nd there en+
camped on the right of the Elbe oppofit¢ fo Pirna. The whole.
Pruffian army affembled in the neighbourhood of Drefden, on the
6th of September. His majefty’s intention fecems to have been to-
perfuade the king of Poland to join him in attacking Bohemia, or,.
which is more probable, in cafe of a refufal, to have a pretence for:
fcxzmg Saxony, as it really happened foon after. -

'TuE difpofition of the king’s march into Saxony, we think very.
fine, as there was not above 15,000 men in that country ; which.
were not affembled, as yet, in a body ;. and, even had they béen fo,,.

they were ftill inferior to either of the king’s columns, nor could:

they advance againft any one of them without being cut off from.
Drefden by the other two, as appears evident from the infpection.
of the map of that country.

-+ 'THE event confirmed the goodnefs of the difpofition; the Saxons:
were obhged to abandon the whole country ; and at laft they united,,
to the number of about 14,000 men, in the well-known camp of
Pirna. His Polith majefty had chofen -this pofition becaufe it wass
thought impregnable ; and,. as he imagined, fecured a:communi--

‘cation with Bohemia ; »from whence only he could expe& any fuc--

cours, and where he could retire in cale of neceffity..

EncourAGED by thefe confiderations, he refolved to-reject the:
propofals made him by the king of Pruffia; how honeftly we will
not pretend to determine, but not wﬂ‘cly, as will evidently appear:
when we come to gwc our obf¢rvations on this tranfaction.

‘ ' - THE"
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Tue king of Pruﬁia, who propofed invading-Bohemia,- and re-
.ducing it to his obcd;ence before the emprefs could affemble her
‘troops, or any of the other confederates be in a condition to attack
.him, had, on his entering Saxony, ordered marthal Schwerin, at
the head of an army, confifting of thnrty-three battalions and ﬁft\-
five {quadrons, to enter that province by the way of Nachod and
Neuftadt. But, finding the Saxons would not come into his terms,
and were fo advantageoufly encamped that he-could not force them,
‘he found it neceffary to change his plan of operations.

He did not think it fafe to penetrate into Bohemia and leave thc
Saxons mafters of the Elbe behind him, as he had no magazings
in that country ; nor could he convey, what little was to be found,
over-thofe immenfe defiles into Bohemia, not having tranfports fuf-

ficient for that purpofe. For thefe Teafons he refolved to reduce
the Saxons before z.¢ advanced any further; to prevent them from
receiving any fuccours; fecure a paffage for himfelf, when found
.neceflary ; and obferve the motions of the Auftrians. A confide~
rable corps, firft under the command of prince Ferdinand of Brunf~
wic, and afterwards under that of marfhal Keith, was fent to take
_poft at John{dorff in Bohemia. Marfhal Schwerin was ordered to
keep his pofition at Aujeft; oppofite to Konigfgratz, This, the
‘king juftly imagined, would oblige the Auftrians to fend an army
on that fide to oppofe his further progrefs; and, if they thus
divided their forces, their efforts to difengage the Saxons, fhould
they attempt it, as moft probably they wopld, muft be much lefs
formidable.

THE em_prefs, either W1th an intention to.conceal her defigns
againft the king of Pruffia 'till the and her allies were fufficiently
-prepared to execute them, or from the uncertain, flow, and dila-
tory counfels of her miniftry, had not as yet affembled any confide-

:able forces in Bohemxa. however, on the motxons of the Pruflians,
B2 the
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fhe ordered all thofe that were then in the eountry to form two
camps : the {fmalleft, commanded by prince Piccolomini, at Konigf-
gratz, to oppofe Schwerim: the greateft, commanded by marfhal
Brown, at Kollin, which was deftined to march- as foon as pefiible:
- to the relief of the Saxons.
THE king-encamped at Grofs Zedlitz,, in the nolghbourhood of
Pirna: his whole care was to block. up- the: Saxons;. and’ reduce:
“them by famine, as he could not-attack. them.with any probability
of fuccefs. ' In this he fucceeded to. his-with ; for, before the end.
of September, they were-reduced ta the moft deplorable condition,,
and in want of every thing..

TuEe emprefs, informed of their fituation, and knowing that it
"depended on that- army, whether Bohemia or Saxony fhould. be
made the feat of war, ordered' M. Brown to march, and’attempt.
to relieve them at-any-rate. Upon- this the marfhal quitted his.-
camp at Kollin, and arrived the 23d’'of September at-Budyn on the:
Egra; in order to be at-hand to concert meafures with the Saxons.-
for fuccouring them. Here he was forced to remain’till the 3otH,,
to wait for the artillery and pontoons, then- preparing at Vienna.

In this fituation things continued ’till the 28th;’ when his ma--
jefty, accompanied: by fome general officers, went to marfhat Keith's-
‘camp, in order-to examine that pofition; and change it, if any.

motions of the enemy fhould make it neceflary, and- then return:
to the camp at Pirna. But, while he was here, advice was brouglit:
him, that M. Brown, having at length got his artillery and pon--
toons, was preparing to pafs the Egra; which fhewed: plainly his.
~ intention of relieving the Saxons.

Tue king thought he- could not fruftrate this defign more-
‘effeCtually, than by advancing further. into Bohemia, and-force
M. Brown back, By a-battle, if neceflary. His majefty, therefore,.
-erdered his vanguard, eonfifting of eleven fquadrons, 406 huffars,

: and:
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end fix battalions, to march on the. 29th of September from the
camp of Johnfdorff, and occupy that at Tirmitz, beyond the ravin.
and river at Auffig. Being here further informed, that the enemy-
was to pafs the Egra that very day, and encamp at Lowofitz, he:
thought it neceffary to pafs the mountains of Bafcopol: and Klet-
chen, put the defiles behind him,. and accupy the avenues leading
into the plain before M. Brown’s. camp ; that he might,. without.
difficulty, advance and attack him,. if he found it convenient ;: and
therefore, as.foon as the head of the army; which had been ordered.
te follow to Tirmitz, appeared, he, on the 3oth in the moming,
with the vanguard, fet out for. Welmina ; where the whole army
arrived, without any other. difficulty but. the badnefs of the roads,,
at_eight o’clock at night:.

Tue king fearing thie enemy would’ march in the night, and‘
~accupy the mountains of Radoftitz and Lobofch, and, by taking
fuch a pofition,, not- only make .it: impoffible. to attack them,.but:
force his majefty to falt back torAuflig, which could not be done
- without the utmoft difficulty;. hie refumed. his march,. pafled the-
ravin,. and’ occupied’ the  mountains on. the- other fidé ;; the van--
guard in C..C. and.the. reft of the: army in G. G.. where they
remained: the whole night, in the order: they had marched; it:
being too.late to camp,. and the more {0 as the ground.had. not:
been fufficiently reconnoitred..

THE firft of O&ober, in the morning, the Pruffian army, con--
fifting of fixty-five fquadrons, twenty-fix battalions, and 102 pieces.
of cannon,. was. formed in: k I. the infantry. in two lines, and the-
cavaley in-three, behind:; as well for:want of ‘ground, as from its.
nature;. which. rendered. it iiproper-for: cavalry to-act in.

THE right wing of the infantry was pofted in the village. of "
Radoftitz, at the foot of a hill of the fame name:. Before.this is:

“another-hill, called the Homolkaberg, which, though much lower-

. than
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than the former, is however {o high that it commands all the plain
underneath, as far as the village of Sulowitz. The king afterwards
advanced his right wing to this hill, and placed a battery of hcavy
<annon upon it.

Tue center occupied the valley formed by that mountain and
the Lobofchberg, on which the left wing was pofted: this laft
mountain is prodigioufly high and fteep, and runs into the plain,
almoft to Lowofitz. The fide of it is covered with vineyards,
‘which are feparated by ftone walls; in thefe M. Brown had pofted
fome thoufand Croats, who were fuftained by feveral battalions of
‘Hungarian infantry ; K. K. parallel to thefe mountains, and at
fome few hundred yards diftant from the foot of them, runs a
marfhy rivulet, which in many places fpreads itfelf in the plain,
and forms feveral large lakes ; between this rivulet and the hills,
on which the Pruffian army was formed, runs alfo a very deep
ravin, from Sulowitz to Lowofitz. - The only pafles over this rivu-
let and ravin are at thefe two villages, and over a narrow ftone
bridge between them. The ground behind this rivulet rifes a
little, particularly towards Sulowitz ; on this the Auftrian army
B. B. confifting of feventy-two fquadrons, fifty-two battalions, and
ninety-eight pieces of cannon, was pofted. It was formed in two
lines, and a corps de referve: the infantry was in the center, and
the cavalry on the wings, as ufual; that on the right, however,
a little before the action began, marched forwards, and occupied
the plain N. N. on the left of the village of Lowofitz, L. L.
M. Brown had ordered this village to be fortified, and had placed
fome of his beft infantry in it, with a prodigious quantity of
artillery. He had likewife raifed a large battery, and fome re-
doubts, on the plain before it. - By this means he’thought he
had réndered his right inattackable ; his center, and left, cove-
red by the marthy rivulet, and the ravin above-mentionied, ‘were

in
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in reality fo; and therefore he refolved to wait the event in that
- pofition. '

< As to the king’s difpofition we have nothing to fay; excepting.
that from the beginning he ought to have placed his cavalry in the
center, from Lobofchberg to Kinitz ; this would have enabled him
to leave more infantry upon the Homolka mountain, and to have
reinforced ftill more his left, where he propofed making his chief
effort. From this pofitian he might have fuftained thofe fquadrons
he fent to attack the enemy’s horfe,. whereas they could be of no:
ufe behind the infantry,. as they could not, in that fituation, pro--
tet it, in cafe they were repulfed at Lowofitz..

THE king’s aivity in. marching from John{dorff to Welmina:
thews he knew how important it was to put the defile behind:
him; a general maxim, when you advance towards an enemy,.
which we prefume to recommend,. for reafons too obvious, in our:|
opinion, to require an explanation.. -

THE Auftrians thould, we think, have fént fome heavy artillery:
on the right. of the Elbe,. and have placed a battery,. as we have:
reprefented in the plan; this would have taken the Pruflian infan--
try in flank,, while: they advanced through the plain,. from the:
Lobofchberg, . to attack Lowofitz.. Why the Auftrian horfe paffed:
the ravin to attack the Pruffians in Q. Q. we cannot conceive ; as:
it could not ferve any. purpofe whatever. .-

THE ad&ion. begun,. about. feven in:the morning; bctwecn the
Pruffian’s left'wing, and the troops which. M. .Brown.had pofted-
in the Lobofchberg ;: and was' fuftained by an irregular fire, with--
_eut any confiderable advantage on either fide ’till near 12 o’clock ::

then the day, which-had.been fo foggy that nothing could be dif-- -

tinguithed at the diftance of a hundred yards,. began to cleariup..
A large body of Auftrian horfe N. N. was difcovered in the plain.
By,Lowofitz, as well as fome. infantry in and about:that'village,.
S andi
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and at the redoubts and battery. As no regular line appeared then,
the king thought it was only the rear-guard ; and he was the more
perfuaded of ithis, becaufe, from fome motions heard the night
before, in the enemy's camp, he imagined the army had either
pafled the Elbe at Leutmeritz, or was retired back to the old
camp at Budyn. To be certain, however, he.ordered a regiment
-of .dragooms and fome horfe O. O. to pafs through the intervals of
the infantry and attack that cavalry. They did fo in Q. Q. and
drove them back beyond the ravin: in purfuing them, they ad-
vanced fo far, that they were expofed to a heavy cannonade from
Lowofitz and Sulowitz, and it was with great difficulty and lofs
that they could retire under the protection of their infantry in R.
~from whence they were commanded to refume their firft pofition
behind the line.

By this time the fog was intirely diffipated, and the Auftrian
army appeared very clearly, in the pofition we have thewn in the
annexed plan.

‘THE king, having examined it for fome time, judged the right
to be the 'weakeft for many reafons, and chiefly, by its being com=
manded from the Lobofchberg. He therefore ordered his fecond
line to enter into the firft, with the cavalry in the center, that he
might extend his front and occupy the Homolka and. Lobofchberg
in force : this being foon executed, the whole army marched, in-
clining always to the left; from whence he propofed making his
_attack, This left being reinforced, and proteéted by the fire of a
very numerous and well-ferved artillery, advanced down the Lo-
bofchberg towards Lowofitz, and with great eafe drove the Croats
K. K. though fupported by the beft of the Auftrian infantry, out
of the vineyards into the plain: this will appear very natural from
the defcription we have given of this mountain, which overlooked
the vineyards in fuch a manner, that the troops placed in them

could
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iconld not raife their heads high enough to direct their fhot at the
Pruffians while they .came down, and confequently made but a
fceﬁle refiftance.

M. BrowN fent feveral battalions of his beft infantry from his
right to fuftain them in the mountains; and general Lacy, who
commanded them, made feveral vigorous, but fruitlefs, attacks at
the foot of the mountain, in one .of which he was wounded. At
laft he was convinced it was needlefs to renew the attempt, andi
therefore fell back towards Lowofitz.

TuE Pruflians, being now quite mafters of the Lobofchberg,
were ordered to halt at the foot of it, in order to reform the line,
which had been a little difordered, as well by the action itfelf, as
by the irregularity and difficulty of the ground, and to bring up
the artillery : a precaution fo neceffary, that the neglet of it has
- very often been the caufe of the lofs of many battles which might
have been won. |

As foon as they were formed, they advanced in feveral lines S. S.
towards Lowofitz, keeping their left clofe to the Elbe to avaid the
fire of the battery L. L. the right ftill continued on the Homolka
mountdin : by this difpofition thé enemy’s left and center were
prevented from attempting any thing on that fide, and the king
was enabled to withdraw his left without danger, if it was repulfed
at Lowofitz : which indeed was not very probable; becaufe, from -
the fituation of .the.ground, he could reinforce it with greater faci- ‘
lity, and in much lefs time, than the enemy could his right: con-
fequently could bring a greater number of men into ation, at the
fame time, which generally muft decide the fate of it.

- MarsHAL Brown, believing that the viGory depended on his
being able to keep Lowofitz, threw almoft his whole right wing
into it, and about it; the ation therefore was here, lang and

obftinate; at lenOth however it was determined in favour of the
C _ Pruians,
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Pruffians, and chiefly by the help of their artillery, which had fes
_the village on fire. Thi$ circumftanice, and thé want of ground
to form upon, put the Aufirians in confufion ; and, as they could
not be fuftained by a proper line for want of room, the communi-
cations not having been made broad enough te permit three or
four battalions to march up in front to fupport them, théy were
forced to abandon it, and fall back with precipifation on their
cavalry. * '

MaRrsHAL Brown, feeing his right wing forced, otdered his left
to advance through the village of Sulowitz W. W. and attack the-
enemy’s right: this they attempted to execute, but in vain; a
{mall number only of the infantry could pafs the village ;- and thofe:
were unable to form on the other fide under the firé of a numerous.
heavy artillery, which played on them from the battery on the:
Homolka mountain, within a few hundred yards of the damm over-
which they were to pafs the marthy rivulet at Sulowitz : the few-
who had paffed were therefore obliged to fall back inftantly into-
the village, which they repaffed in confufion, as many houfes were-
already on fire.

THis attempt of the marfhal’s. was too unreafonable to have
been undertaken with any other view, as we think, than merely-
to draw the enemy’s attention that way, and gain. time to put his.
right in fome order, and.facilitate a retreat.

THi1s he executed in.a mafterly manner, V. V. He ordered his-
center and left to make a movement to the right, by which they-
occupied the ground, in the inftant the right quitted it, behind:

Lowofitz..

* When a village is intended to be fipported, the retrenchment muft be feparated from:
the houfes by an interval, fufficient for the troops to form in, between the houfes and re--
trenchments; and the village muft-be cleared behind, that you may march two or more:
battalions in front, otherwife you cannot defend it; the inftant ’tis put on fire you muf:
abandon it in fuch confufion as fometimes commaunicates to the whole line,
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Lowofitz. 'This infantry, foftained by the right wing of the ca-
valry, covered the retreat fo effeGtually, that no attempt was made
to trouble it.

Tue marthal took a new pofition a little further back : the left
‘and center continued at fome diftance behind the marthy rivulets,
and the right formed an angle with the line, having the front to-
wards the plain, behind Lowofitz and the Elbe. So that the enemy
.could not pafs through L.owofitz and form on the plain, with his
rear immediately on the Elbe, under the fire of a numerous artil~
lery; and the lefs fo, as, to form fuch a line, his battalions and
fquadrons muft have prefented their flank in marching to take up
their ground.

FHESE reafons induced, or rather forced, the king to remain
- fatisfied with the advantage he had gained, and keep his line
‘behind Lowafitz, X.X. While marfhal Brown centinued in this
pofition, the king had by no means effeGted his defign. The action
was not any ways decifive, and therefore had not made it impof~
fible for M. Brown to attempt the relief of the Saxons. He was
“now juft as much in a condition to undertake it as before the
attion, his lofs having been inferior to that of the Pruflians; nei-
‘ther eould the king attack him with any probability of {uccefs, as
he muft, in pafling the marthy rivulet, expofe his army to thofe
difficulties which M. Browa had, by experience, found unfur-
mountable.

From this very emberraffing fituation his majefty’s fuperior
talents extricated him.  He fent the duke of Bevern with a large
body of horfe and foot to Tichifkovitz, as if he propofed turning
the enemy’s left flank, and hemm them in between the Elbe and
the Egra. - This manceuvre had its defired effe®. Marfhal Brown,
fearing the event, haftened to repafs this laft river, and occupy his
old camp at Budyn, which he did without any lofs,

C2 Taus
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Tius ended the battle of Lowofitz, which begun at 7 o’clock,.
and ended at three. Both parties claim' the vitory. It muft how-
ever be confefféd that the Pruffians have the beft right to it, if. we:
judge from the confequences of the a&ion, which is the.only cer--
tain rulé to go by in fimilar cafes.

Tue Auftrians did certainly intend te dilengage thc Saxons, and:
with that' view advanced to Lowofitz. The king could have no -
other obje& in view than to prevent their executing this plin..
This end was obtained by the battle of Lowofitz, and the fubfe- -
quent manecuvres, which forced.the Auftrians back behind the-
Egra, and fo hindered them from undertaking any thing of confe--
quence for the relief of their friends the Saxons. Had 'the Pruffians .
gained a more compleat viory, they would have been enabled to.
take their ‘winter quarters in Bohemia. .

TiE lofs of the Auftrians on this occafion amounted to 1 g officers, ,
420 private men, Killed: 105 officers, 1729 men, wounded:.711-
miffing, or taken prifoners : and 475 horfes killed: and* wounded :
in all, 2984. - Among thie déad was' count Radicati,* lieutenant:
general of lorfe, who commanded the right wing.. Among the
wounded and miffing was major general prince Lobowitz, and'.
many field officers. Among the many who diftinguithed them--
felves, Marthal Brown, in-his letter to the emprefs, takes parti--
cular notice of general Odonell,4 who, after the death' of Radicati, .
commanded the right wing of the cavalry, prince Léwenttein,,
Lacy, &c. &c.. The lofs of the Pruffians, in the cavalry, amounted .

to.

* Count Radicati was born in Piemont. In 1739 he was licutenant colonel in Vernes’s
hosfe ; wounded at the battle of Grotzka; in 1740 was made a colonel ; in 1745 a major -
geneial; in 1751 he obtained a regiment ; aud in 1754.a licutenant genesal. He had the..
rcputation of a good officer, and particularly for his talents in exercifing the troops.

+ Connt Odonell is born of a very good family in Ireland: he was for fome time licu- -
tenant colonel in Ollone’s dragoons ; in 1742 a colonel of Baleyra’s; in 1746 a major gene«
zal, as a recompence for his bravery and condu® at the battle of Parma. In the expedition -

againft:

e
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o I1 oﬂiccrs, 281 private men, killed: 28 officers, 424. men,
wounded : 8 officers, 238 private men, prifoners. In the infantry,
g officers, 423 men, killed: 53 officers, 1374 men, wounded :
5 officers, 458 men, taken prifoners. In.all, 3308. Among the
dead were major generals Oertzen,* Luderitz,4 and Quadt.?. And
among the wounded was lieutenant general Kleift, || who died foon.
after of his wounds. .
- MarsuaL Brown, having failed in his attempt to relieve the:
Saxons on. the left of the Elbe,. refolved to try his fortune on the
right..

agamﬁ Piovence he commandcd a-detached ‘corps wnﬁ reputation.. In this battle he com-
manded the nght wing dunng the greateft part of the a&ion, and diftinguithed himfelf.”
very much, for which he had a-regiment given him, and was made a lieutenant general..
We fhall have occafion to. mention this.gentleman often, in.the courfe of.this work, with.
great applaufe.

* This gentléman was major general of horfe : . he-had in- his- youth ftudied at Halle, in.
Saxony : he was a.long time a ftandard ‘bearer. and fubalter in the gens d’armes; in 1725 a.
captain of horfe; in-1739.a major; in 1741 a-lieutenant colonel: and having diftinguifhed.
himfelf at-the battle of Soor-he had the ordre pour le mrerite; in 1745 was a colonel ; in:
1750 a-major'general 5 in 1752 had a regiment given him : at this battle he received three:
wounds-in the heady, of which he diedrthe next day.

+ Major general‘Lideritz was.born. in.t6gg.. In 1715 was amundér officer in the-Potf-
dam guard; in 1719 a cornet; in 1725 a captain of horfe; in 1740 a major; in 17432
lieutenant colenel, and diftinguithed himfelf very much at the-battles of Hohenfriedberg
and Keflelfdorff; in 1745 a colonel; in 1752 .2 major general. His body was tore to pieces..
by a cannon ball..

1.Baron Quadt was ih 1728 a'major; in 1736 a licutenant colonel} in 1743 a colonel;;
30 1747-a major general ; and then obtained a regiments C

Il Licutenant general Kleit was born in 1688. In 1702 he was acadéts in 1708-Wounded+
in the foot, which léft the bone crooked for ever after; foon after he went into the Palatinr
fervice, and ferved the war. in Flanders ’till .the peace.in 1712 ;.ia 1716 he returned into -
the Pruflian fv:rv:ce‘ ‘in 1724 was made a major; in 1729 he went as volunteer to Corfica ; :

10 1738 was heutenant cologel ; in 1742 a colonel, and was-in almoft alk the altions of that~
war in Silefia; in 1745 a major general; im 1747 had a regiment; in 1756 .a lieutenant:
general.  In the battle of Lowofitz he was wounded. ; .he continued. however on horfeback,.,
without binding his wounds, till 4 o’clock. Soon after the king gave him the order of the:
Mack eagle. He died of his wounds in January following at Drefden,..
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right. It was agreed that the Saxons fhould pafs the Elbe, the
11th of O&ober in the night, near Konigftein; and that the mar-
fhal fhould attack the Pruffians at Ratmanf{dorff and Borfdorff the
12th in the morning, while the Saxons did the fame on their fide.
Accordingly he, at the head of about 8ooo men, paffed the Elbe
near Raudnitz, and marched by Neuftadtel, Romburg, and Hanf-
pach, and arrived at Lichtenhayn, where he encamped, waiting to
hear the Pruffians and Saxons engaged, (which he knew muft hap-
pen the inftant thefe laft pafled the Elbe) that he might hkewxfc
enter into acion, and execute his part of the concerted plan.

- 'TrE weather had been {o remarkably rainy and ftormy, that the
Saxons could not effe their paffage over the Elbe ’till the 1 3th at
four -o’clock in the morning, and then with much difficulty and
lofs of time. This gave the Pruffians an opportunity of reinforcing
all their pofts on the right of the Elbe, fo that the Saxons found
themfelves oppofed by forces much fuperior to what they expected.
The ground on the right fide of the Elbe, about Pirna and Kénig-
ftein, is interfected by high mountains, covered with thick woods ;
they are feparated by deep ravins, formed by the rain in autumn,
and by the melting fnow in the beginning of fummer; there are
confequently very few pra&ticable roads. Thefe the Pruffians had
occupied; and fortified, with the utmoft care, by retrenchments,
abattis, -&c. : :

AMoxG thefe great mountains is the Lilienftein, extremely high,
and fo near the Elbe, that there is no room to form upon between
the foot of it and the banks of the river; and only one very narrow
road.

Tue Saxons paffed the Elbe oppofite to this mountain, and en-
deavoured to form; but the want of room did not permit it; and
therefore they lay together in confufion, on and about a fmall emi-
nence, near the village of Ebenheit. From this fituation, fur-

rounded
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founded by every difficulty which art and nature could oppofe, it
was .juﬁ}'y, as we think, judged impoffible for them to extricate
themfelves.

TuE Pruffians, in the mean time, had entered the camp of Pirna
early in the morning of the 13th, where they found the rear-guard *
of the Saxons, and moft of the baggage ; both fell into their hands,
the bridge having been broke before any confiderable part of them
could pafs: deftitute of every refource, extenuated with. hunger
and cold, having been. under arms from the 12th at. night ’till the
14th in the morning, deprived of all hopes of being fuccoured by
M. Brown, who now informed them of his being only at Lichten-
hayn, and that he could not advance any nearer, it was refolved to
capitulate ; he,. on his part, having waited above two days without.
receiving any intelligence from the Saxons, thought it neceffary to-
provide for his own fafety, and therefore retired. He loft no mere
than 200 mien in his retreat, which was trifling, if we confider that
he might have been cut. off entirely, had the Pruffians,. encamped:
at Lowofitz, been a little more vigilant; becaufe they might have.
- paffed. the Elbe, behind him, near Lowofitz, or Leutmeritz..

During this tranfa@ion the king grrived, the 14th in the morn-
ing, at his army-in Saxony, and, after much negotiating, a treaty
was concluded with the king of Poland on the 18th, by which it-
was ftipulated, that the Saxon army fhould difperfe, and.engage.
not to ferve-againft the king of Pruffia; who was to remain mafter
of Saxony; and that the king of Poland: thould have.ledve to retire
into that kingdom.

THE king of Pruffia Kaving thus accomplifhed his defigns, for-
this campaign, ordered his armies- to quit Bohemia.. This was.
accotdingly done before the-end of the month. That commanded:
by marfhal Schwerin fell back into Silefia, and cantoned on the
frontiers of Bohemia from Zuckmantel to Greiffenberg. That

. ! undcr‘.
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under the king cantoned in Saxony, and formed a chain from Egra
to Pirna, and from thence through Luface, as far as the Queifs.

‘THus ended the campaign of 1756, which lafted only two
months; the tranfactions of it however juftly demand our atten-
tion, as well for the reputation of the generals, as for the impor-
tance of its event; we fhall therefore give our obfervations on the
ong, and the other.

THE king-of Prufha feems to have committed fome faults, both
as a pohncxan, and as a general. He had known, a long time be-
fore he entered Saxony, that a formidable confederacy was forming
againft him; and yet it does not appear that he ever attempted to
make any alliance to counterballance it, and render its effect vain;
which, confidering the great afcendency he had acquired in Europe,
he might probably have done.

HEe confided too. much in himfelf, and had too defpicable an
opinion of his enemies, which might, and indeed ought, naturally
to have proved fatal to him.

Tue next fault that occurs is, that he did not begin the war in
1755, or at leaft in April 1756; he was then as well prepared, as
in the month of Auguft, when he entered Saxony, whereas his -
enemies were infinitely lefs {o.*

His negotiating with the king of Poland, before and after he
entered Saxony, we believe, was intended only to amufe that prince,
and prevent him from taking any meafures that might obftruét or
retard his operations againft the Auftrians, who no doubt were the

only

© We think it a general rule that you ought to begin the campaign as foon as poflible ;
becaufe, if you are on the offenfive, you will have time to execute whatever you have pro-
pofed to do: if on the defenfive, *tis no lefs neceffary to enter iato the field as foon as pof-
fible ; becaufe, if you are beforehand with the enemy, you confume the forage, and deftroy
the country from whence he is to live. Add, that you gaia time, and make him lofe the
£ampaign in driving you out of his country ; and, when he has efle@ed it, ’tis too late 0.
undertake any thing againft your’s.
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only object of his projets at this time. Our reafons for this-opi-
nion are, that, by the tenor and manner of this negotiation, there
does not appear the leaft tendency to a compofition, but on con-
dition of his remaining mafter of Saxony, and of that army being ‘
difperfed, which no doubt he was refolved to accomplith, that he
might proceed to invade Bohemia with greater hopes of fuccefs.

- WHETHER we confider this tranfaGion in a political, or a mili-
tary light, it will appear to have been a prudent and wife meafure.”
He knew too much of the fentiments of the Saxon court, with
regard to himfelf, and of the part they took in the confederacy
formed againft him, to confide in any offers they made him. He
could not prudently leave an army of 14,000 men behind him.
For, though the king of Poland promifed to difperfe them, he
could with eafe affemble them, and augment them at pleafure;
and foon be in a condition-to make the Pruflian monarch repent
of his imprudence.

" Tue pofleflion of Saxony, confidered in a military light, is of
fo much confequence, that it is not poffible to attack the emprefs,
on that fide of her dominions, with the leaft probability of fuccefs,
without it. Being extremely rich and populous, an army of 40,000
men can be raifed and maintained by this eletorate. Magazincs
may be formed on the Elbe, from whence an-army in Bohemia
may be abundantly fupplied ; and, by its pofition, if you are mafter
of Silefia, you furround Bohemia in fuch a manner, that you force
the emprefs to feparate her armies into fo many divifions, that fhe
cannot oppofe your entering that country, any where, with fuccefs,
as appears from the wars carried on there at different times: whereas,
if you are not matfter of Saxony, you can enter Bohemia on the fide
of Silefia only. This enables the emprefs to unite, in fome meafure,
her forces, which are effeGtually covered by Olmutz and Prague,
when forced to fall back ; from whence they cover Auftria; and
4 . D in

-
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in this cafe the king of Pruffia muft always leave an army on the
Lower Elbe, to cover his own dominions on that fide, left the
ele®or of Saxony, by force or perfuafion, fhould be induced tor
join the Auftrians.

For thefe reafons we think the invafion of Saxony was a wife
meafure; how far it may be confiftent with juftice, thofe, wha
are better acquainted with the laws of nations than we are, muft
determine. . :

From what has been faid, it feems that the king of Prufiia
committed a eapital fault, in not having marched inte Bohemia,
the moment he faw the Saxons determined to defend their camp
at Pirna, and reje& the terms which he propofed ; becaufe he mufk
certainly know that the Auftrian army was not aflembled in any
confiderable numbers ; and that it wanted artillery and flores; that
it was pofted at fuch a diftance as made it impoffible for M. Brows:
to oppofe his entering into Bohemia, or ftop his progrefs when he
thould be there; and therefore would fall back on the Danube, if
puthed, as well to cover the capital, as to fecure his communi-
cation with the troops he expefted from Flanders, Italy, andi
Hungary. His majefty therefore would have found Bohemia
abandoned; and, during the winter, he might with eafe have
reduced Prague and Olmutz ; both which places being then. quite
unprovided, and incapabte of oppofing any confiderable refiftance. .

Tue conqueft of thefe two places would have enabled his majefty
to begin the next campaign in Moravia, at leaft 5 and perhaps on
the Danube; with the fiege or blockade of Vienna: from whence
he might, witheut any rifk, have fent a confiderable corps on the
frontiers of Hungary; and the army, deftined to guard Saxony,.
into the empire, between the fources of the Main and the Upper
Danube. The firft would have hindered the emprefs from receiving
tny fuccours from thofe countrics: and the laft would effeGtually

prevengy
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prevent thofe princes, who were his enemnies, from uniting againft
him; encourage thofe who favoured him; overawe the French ia
Alface, and on the Main; and raife fuch contributions as would
have recruited and maintained his armies. Had his majefty taken
thefe fteps, he would have cut off all cofamunication with
Flanders and Hungary; and even with the Tyrol, if the army,
which I {fuppofe in the empire, fent a ftrong corps to occupy Paffau
and its caftle, at the confluent of the Inn and the Danube; one of
the moft important pofts on that river ; which cuts off all commu-
nication between Vienna and the empire, overawes Upper Auftria,

" as well as the Tyral. The few refources left her imperial majefty
would have been foon exhaufted.

Marsual Belleifle, on the death of Charles VI. formed a plan
for dividing his dominions. ,

THEe French and Bavarians were to march down the Danube,
through Upper Auftria, to Vienna. The Pruffians and Saxons
were to enter Bohemia, and, having reduced it, proceed to Vienna
likewife.

In the firft campaign the French and Bavarians entered Upper
Autftria, which they laid under contribution to the gates of Vienna.
‘The Pruflians and Saxons conquecred Bohemia; and nothing could
have prevented the entire and compleat execution of M. Belleifle’s
plan, but the ignorance of .fome of the chiefs, the weaknefs of
cardinal Fleury, and the divifions among the allies.

THE king of Pruffia being mafter of all the places on the Elbe,
by leaving a {fmall corps to watch the camp of Pirna, he made it
impoffible for the Saxons to undertake any thing againft him.
Suppofing they quitted their camp,” thev could not fubfift in
‘Saxony, having neither places nor magazines of any kind; being
at the fame time continually barraffed by the corps, which we
{uppofe, left there to obferve them : much lefs could they advance

E D2 “into
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into Bohemia, in order to joirr the Auftrians; becaufe they would
find themfelves inclofed between the king’s army, and the corps
left in Saxony. In the end, therefore, they muft have difperfed
of themfelves.. ' '

His forces at this time were mumerous, and he might with eafe
have brought 110,000 men into the field; 20,000 of which were
more than fufficient to block up effetually the Saxons in their
camp at Pirna, as appeared from the fa& itfelf; for there was no.
more under prince Maurice when they were forced to capitulate.
The remaining go,000 were certainly more than fufficient to drive.
the Auftrians to the Danube..

As the army under M. Schwerin was far fupenor to that under-
prince Piccolomini, and better provided with artlllery, we think
he ought to have attacked him; and,. if he thought the camp of
Konigfgratz too ftrong, he might leave him there, and march, on-
the right of the Elbe, towards Brandeif$, or even approach Prague.
"This manccuvre would infallibly force- M. Brown-toe quit his pofi-
tion on the Egra, and fall back to cover that place.. M. Schwerin
rifk’d nothing by this motion, becaufe Piccolomini was too weak
to execute any folid: enterprize in Silefia: and, as to- fubfiftance,
the marthal could never be in want; the country, being very fruit-.
ful, would have furnithed: him abundantly. Had what we here
propofe been executed, the Auftrians. muft have abandoned the
circles of Saatz, Leatmeritz, Buntzlau,. and Konigfgratz;_ in order-
to affemble their forces about Prague, and keep open their com-
munication with the Danube; and, if we confider the very bad
ftate of that army, it is probable they would have-been forced back.
as far as Moravia: fo that the king, even without coming- to an
altion, would have been mafter of the greateft part of Bohemia,
and have taken his winter quarters in that kmgdom Befides, the.

Saxons,,
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Saxons, on feeing their frignds forced back, would not have pre-
fumed to make any ftand in the camp of Pirna.

. As to the Auftrians, they feem to have comniitted many faults,
and thefe fuch capital ones; as might have ‘decided the fate of
their empire, had the king of Pruffia taken the meafures aln.ady
- indicated.

- It was well known, even in the month of June, that the kmg
intended attacking the Auftrian dominions. From the motions
then made in the duchy of Magdeburg and the adjoining country,
it was more than probable that part of his troeps would march
through Saxony. This fhould have determined the Auftrians to
fend an army there, in order to fuftain the Saxons in that ceuntry,
or at leaft facilitate their retreat into Bohemia.. This being neg-
lected, they fhould have occupied the- defiles as far-as the ravin of
Ghifthubel, and thofe by Altenberg, by which a communication
with the Saxons was kept open.. Half the troops then in Bohemia,
pofted properly in thofe mountains, would have made it impoffible
for the Pruffians either ta reduce the:Saxons,, or te penetrate inte
Bohemia.

- THE reft of the army, defhned to act on this fide, fhould have
encamped any where between the Egra and the abevementioned:
defiles, and have thrown bridges over the Elbe, in order to fend
their light troops, on the right of that river, as far as Schandau
and Hohenftein..

Tais would have forced the king: to-fall beck to Drefden. The
next campaign the fame difficulty would have occurred ; and there-
fore, at laft, he muft have renounced to the hopes of entering Bo-
hemia on that fide; left an army to guard Saxony ; and limit his
operations to the fide of Silefia only. By thus. {ecuring the moun-
tains with 20,000 Auftrians, and the 14,000. Saxons, they eould
always enter Saxony, and probably re-occupy it, confidering that

. dm,
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the army of the empire could aflemble on the Sasla, and with ea®
penetrate into that country by Voightland, on the Pruffians right
flank ; who, not being covered by any fortre(s on that fide, muft
fall back towards Wittemberg, and perhaps farther down. This
furnithed an opportunity of retaking all the places on the Elbe;
and of fending a corps, through Luface, into the marquifate of
Brandeburg. The pofition of Groficnhayn cuts off all communi-
cation between Silefia and Saxony, and rendercd that between Silefia
and Brandeburg precarious; becaufe the light troops, fuftained by
the army at Groffenhayn, could have made incurfions as far as the
Oder. Piccolomini’s corps, if properly pofted, was ftrong enongh
to oppofe Schwerin, and prevent his undertaking any thing of con-~
fequence; which probably he had no intention to do, while the
king was hindered from entering Bohemia.

Havine negle@ted to occupy the defiles leading to Pirna, u
became impoffible to relieve the Saxons, at lcaft on the left of the
Elbe; becaufe twelve or fifteen battalions, which the king pofted
any where between Lowofitz and Pirna, could not be forced by
an attack on their front; and, if you attempted to turn their right
wing, by fending a corps over the mountains at Altenberg, it is fo
far off that the enemy might, cither from his troops in Bohemia,
or from thofe in 8axony, anticipate you. We cannot, therefore,
conceive why marthal Brown did net occupy fome of thefe defiles,
as, in our opinion, the fuccefs of this campaign, and perhaps of
the war, depended on this ftep. '

SincE thefe precautions were not taken, it was certainly in vain
to attempt any thing on that fide of the Elbe. The only thing
remaining to be done, in our opinion, was to have left 20,000
men in the camp at Budyn; with a corps, compofed chiefly of
Yight troops, to puth into the mountains beyond Lowofitz, and

into thofe of Alterberg, to draw the Pruffians attention that way;
and
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and with the remainder pafs on the right, (lcaving fomething to
mafk the bridge at Leutmeritz, and obferve the enemy in the
mountains, between Lowofitz and Auffig) and march on that fide
to Schandan and Hohenftein, " and attack the Pruffians poﬂed at
Ratmanfdorff, and on the Lilienfiein.

Tuese pofis were very weak on that fide, and fortified only

towards the Elbe, to oppofe the Saxons, and therefore could not
have refifted one inflant ; efpecially if, at the fame time, the Saxons
made any confiderable effort. By this manceuvre the communi-
cation would have been eafily opened; and the Pruffians on that
fide, if puffued with vigour, could not have retired without lofs,
having no more than one bridge, at Pirna, by which they could be
faccoured ; on which a falfe attack might have been made through
the foreft of Lohrmen, as well to prevent fuccours, as to alarm the
Pruffians; this probably would have made them abandon their
ether pofts, for fear of lofing their communication with the army
encamped on the other fide of the Elbe.
- 'THE junction with the Saxons being once effefted, and all the
right of the Elbe, as far as Pirna, occupied by the Auftrians, his
majefty muft have fallen back .inftantly into Saxeay, or have
perithed in the mountains with ¢old and hunger.‘

MarsnaL Brown rifqued nothing by this manceuvre, as the
king, with the fmall army he had then in Bohemia, would not
have prefumed to pafs the Egm and attack the 20,000 men left
there; becaufe, by fuch an attempt, he would give the Auftrian
general an opportunity of repafling the Elbe, and occupy the defiles
behind him, relieve the Saxons, and probably reduce his majefty
to the melancholy neceflity of feeing his own army and that of
prince Maurice, thus feparated, beat in detail.

He attempted, as we have faid, to relieve the ‘Saxons with 8000

fen only, and could not fucceed.
We
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WE now come to examine the battle itfelf, wherein the condu®
of M. Brown does not feem, by any means, equal to the reputation
he had acquired.

Frowm the defcription we have given of the ground, it appears
evident, that the marfhal could not poflibly obtain any other ad-
vantage, than perhaps to repulfe the enemy; which, from the bad
choice -of his camp, was very improbable. But, even fuppofing
he had beat him back as far as the vineyards on the Loboichberg,
he certainly could never have forced him from thence, and from
the Homolka mountain ; becaufe, to form thefe two attacks, he
muft have filed through the villages of Lowofitz and Sulowitz,
and have formed between thofe villages and the mountains upon
which the Pruflian army, with above 100 pieces of cannon, was
pofted, and in many places within mufket-thot of the ground
‘where the Auftrians muft have formed. I appeal therefore to
all military gentlemen, whether in thefe circumftances fuch a
manceuvre was poflible.

- Apbp to this, that the king, though rcpulfcd could without any
danger have fent a ftrong corps on M. Brown’s left, which would
have rendered his communication with the Egra fo precarious, that
he muft have fallen back behind. that river, as it really happened
the night after the acion; for it was the fending the duke of
Bevern with a corps to Tichifkovitz, rather than any advantage
gained in the battle, which forced M. Brown to repafs the Egra.

From whence it appears, that, though the Auftrians repulfed the
king, it contributed nothing at all to the relief of the Saxons;
becaufe they could not detach, from that or any other camp be-

tween the mountains and the Egra, 20,000 men, and lefs would

" not do without expofing the remainder to certain ruin.

Having
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Having negle@ed to occupy the mountains of Lobofch and
Homolka, which he might have done, many hours, before the
enemy appeared, the only thing remaining to be done, was to
have pafled the Elbe, the night before the battle, with the whole
army, leaving fome light troops to amufe the king; thefe, on
being puthed, retired to Budyn.

In this cafe M. Brown might have detached fuch a corps to
Schandau, as would certainly have opened a communication with
the Saxons, and probably have deftroyed all the Pruffians on that
fide of the Elbe: with the remainder he covered the whole country
offetually, excepting thofe few villages between the mountains
and the Egra, which the king would not have dared to pafs, be-
caufe, having no magazines in the country, and fubfifting only, at
leaft chiéﬂy, from what came from Saxony, he could not advance,
with an army -of about 25,000 men, into an ememy’s country,
leaving one fuperior mafter of the defiles, between him and his
wother army, fubfiftance, ftores, &c. without expofing himfelf to
certain ruin.

+ 'THE pofition, therefore, taken at Lowofitz, was, in our opinion,
as bad as poflible; nothing could be more inconfiftent, with the
general theory of war, than to occupy a camp commanded by any-
neighbouring hills, and where it was impofiible to bring as many
men into action, at the fame time, and in the fame point, as the
enemy; who, on the contrary, had ground enough to form two
thirds of his army to attack Lowofitz ; whereas the Auftrians could
bring a very few battalions, only, to fuftain it.

THE left and center were inattackable; the only pomt to be
fuftained was Lowofitz. This the marfhal faw; but did not fee
that it could not be dcfcndcd becaufe it was commanded by the

Lobofchbcrg

. E ' Ir
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. Ir the enemy was repulfed, you could not purfue hlm, emher
Wlth cavalry or infantry.

Ir we confider this pofition, relative to the relief of the Saxons,;
the only obje& then in view, none could be lefs proper ;. becaufe,.
by no one manceuvre pofiible, could M. Brown relieve them,.
though he had repulfed the enemy, who might have taken fifty’
camps between that place and the Saxons, from whence they
“wotld have hindered all communication between them and the:
Auftrians. '

We fhall therefore conclude, that, in the choice of this camp,,
M. Brown aced inconfiftent with the general rules of war; and:
with the particular ones, which the nature of the country, and the:
object he had in view, prefcribed.

WE hope our readers will not accufe us of prefumption; for:
having, thus freely, given our opinion of the actions of thofe men,:
whofe reputation is fo well eftablilhed. What we have faid is:
certainly founded- upon fats, and confiftent with the nature of
the country; and, as we think, with the principles of war: we
therefore fubmit our refleGions to thofe who are acquainted with:
the one and the other. For this purpofe, we have furnithed themu
with an exaét plan and defcription of the ground whcre the battle:
was fought.

THis, with their own knowledge of the military art, will enable:
them to decide how far our hiftory of this campaign, and our re=
marks upon its various operations,: are reafonable, or otherwife..

GREAT preparations were made, on both fides,. for the enfuing
campaign : the emprefs orderéd the troops that lay in Hungary,
Italy, and Flanders, to march inte Bohemia: all the regiments of
huflars were augmented to 1500 men; and thofe of the cavalry to-
1000 : two of the former, and one of Hungarian infantry, were
new raifed : to thefe were joined, two regiments of infantry, fent

- ’ : by
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by the eleétor of Magence and the Bithop of Wurtzburg, feveral
pulks* of Uhlans,} and three regiments of Saxon light horfe : all
which, with what was already in Bchemia, formed an immenfe
army, which, according to many gazettes, amounted to above
180,000 men, and was to be commanded by prince Charles of
Lorrain.

Tue Pruffians, on their fide, were no lefs diligent and active.
The king found it abfolutely neceflary to get fome light troops, to
oppofe thofe of his enemies, which were extremely numerous, and
had given him much trouble, both in this and the preceding war;
and therefore orders were given to raife four battalions of light
infantry, which were augmented very much during the courfe of
the war.

‘THERE happened in the winter fome confiderable actions be~
tween the light troops; which, though condu®ted with much
walour and prudence on both fides, do not deferve any particular
detail ; becaufe, in general, they have little or no influence on the
fuccefs of a war, however neceffary in an army : and, though they
do not contribute eflentially to the good or bad iffue of a campaign,
there is no doing without them. We fhall therefore proceed to give
an account of the operations of the campaign of 1757.

* A pulk amounts to about 800 men. )

+ Ublans are inhabitants of the Uckraine, and chiefly Mahometans. In perfon, drefs,
and manner of fighting, they refemble the Tartars, Calmucks, &c. They are armed with
piftols, fabres, alance 15 foot long, and fometimes with a bow and arrow, inftead of a
<arabine, '

E 2 " CAMPAIGN
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History of the War, &c, . 3g

C.AMP-AIGN of 1757.

HE confederacy, formed againft the king.of Pruffia, was now

augmented, by the acceflion of Sweden and the Germanic.

body 5 whofe united forces amounted to 700,000 men; whereas.
thofe of his majefty, and his allies, did not exceed 260,000..

As many of his enemies could. not begin. their operations until
the feafon was far advanced, his majefty refolved to. take the ficld
as foon as poffible ;. that he might, with his united forces,. attack.
the neareft, and indeed the moft confiderable of them,. the emprefs
of Germany.. If he had the good. fortune to-ftrike fome blow of,
confequence in the beginning of the campaign,. it was very pro--
bable this would retard, at leaft, and perhaps put an intire ftop to,
the operations of the other confederates..

THESE motives, which made it neceffary for his Pruffian ma_]efty
to. bring matters immediately to.a conclufion,. made it egpally fo.
for the emprefs-to-embrace. a contrary fyftem..

Sue therefore.determined to remain on the defenfive, until hcr'
allies took the field, which fhe knew would oblige the king to-
divide his forces into fo. many parts, as would make it impofiible.
for him to oppofe, any where, a confiderable refiftance.. This
favourable circumftance the propofed waiting for, in.order to begin.
ber operations. In the mean time,. nothing more. was intended,.
than to provide for the defence of ligr dominions..

WiTH. this view. M. Brown diftributed the army into four dif--
ferent corps :. the firft, commanded by the duke of Aremberg, was.
pofted at Egra; the fccond, under the marfhal himfelf, at' Budyn 5
the third, under count Kénigfeg, at Reichenberg; and the fourth,,
under count Serbelloni, in Moravia..

By
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By this difpofition the marfhal thought he could efteually cover

Bohemia; as each of thefe corps was very confiderable, and might
with eafe be ‘affembled in fome central vpa'ﬁtien; -to)top the pro-
grefs of the enemy, fhould he attempt to advance; which it feems
the marfhal did not expe@ he would or tould do; otherwife, we
~ think, he never would have periitted his magazines to be formed
#Almoft on‘the frontiers; againﬁ the moft common rules of military
prudence. o S
- His majefty, having refolved to penetrate into Bohemia, ordered
his army to affemble in four different corps likewife: the ofie,
under ‘prince Maurice, at Chemnitz ; the other, under himfelf, at
- Lockwitz ; the third, under the prince of Bevern, at Zittau; and
the fourth, under marfhal Schwerin, in Silefia.
" As thefe corps were very ftrong, his majefty thought he might
with fafety order them to enter Bohemia feparately ; but, for fear
of expofing them to be beat in detail, the two firft,were to unitg,
the moment they paffed the defiles, between the mountains about
Lowofitz and the Egra; and the two laft were to do the fame on
the Ifer, about Turndu: then it was thought, that the four corps,
thus united into two, might proceed, without any ritk, towards
Prague; where the whole was to join. _

THE king, fearing that the enemy fhould fend a body of infan-
try to occupy the defiles in the mountains, between Lockwitz and
Lowofitz, which might make it difficult, and perhaps impoffible,
Yor him to pafs them, ordered prince Maurice to penetrate into the
circle of Saatz, and inftantly occupy them on the fide of Bohemia,
which would neceffarily force the enemy to abandon them, for fear
of being hemmed in between the two corps.

THINGs being thus concerted, prince Maurice quitted his ftation
at Chemnitz, in the beginning of April, and marched by Zwickau
pnd Plauen towards Egra; as’if he intended attacking that place,

or
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or at leaft penetrate that way into Bohemia. To confirm the duke
of Aremberg in this opinion, he ordered his light troops to engage
fome confiderable action at Wildftein, the duke’s quarters.. Upon
which this general threw himfelf into Egra, and ordered his corps
to affemble. in that neighbourhood. In the mean time prince
Maurice returned in hafte back to Auerbach; where, for greater
~ celerity, he divided his corps-into two columns ;' the one of which
marched by Eibenftock Schwarzenberg to Gottefgabe, and from
thence over the Kupferberg to Commottau; the other went over
the Schneeberg Schlettau, Annaberg, and Bafberg, likewife tor
Commottau; from whence he marched by Brix and Bilin to
Linay, where he joined the king, on the 23d of April, who had
likewife paffed the mountains without meeting any confiderable
obftacle : the few Auftrians who were pofted at Auflig, under
general Drafkovitz, having been forced to quit that placc on the
approach of the king’s army.

As the camp of Budyn is very ftrong, being covered by thc
Egra, his majefty did not think it advifeable to attempt any thing
againft it in front; he therefore marched higher up the river, toe
wards Kofchtitz, whcre bridges were thrown over it, and on the
26th in the morning the whole army paffed.

HEere the light troops, and vanguard, met thofe of the duke of
Aremberg, who was then coming from Egra, and propofed either
encamping there, or go and join M. Brewn at Budyn; but, on:
meeting the king here, he fell back towards Welwarn..

M. BrowN, finding the king had paffed the Egra, and was en-
samped on his left flank, thought it neceflary to quit his pofition-
st Budyn and retire to Prague, whu:h was executed without any
Jots.

Veoys

cn b
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Uron which the king ordered the bridge at Budyn to be re-
paired, that he might with greater eafe receive his convoys; and
then direed his fteps likewife to Prague, where he arrived the
2d of May, and took his camp on the Weiflenberg, on the left
of the Moldau, which the Auftrians, now commanded by prince
- Charles, had quitted, and pafled on the other fide of the river.

WhuiLe thefe things were pafling on the fide of 8axony, the
prince of Bevern put his corps in motion on the 2oth of April,
and marched the fame day from Zittau to Reichenberg, where he
found count Kdnigfeg, with a body of near 20,000 men, encamped
in a valley formed by two very high mountains; the breadth of it,
in this place, does not exceed three Englith miles; through the
middle of it runs the river Neifs; into which many rivulets, or
rather torrents, cbming from the mountains, fall. Thefe moun-
tains are covered with thick woods, which make it very difficult
for any kind of troops to pafs them; for which reafons the Auftrian
general occupied the valley from one fide to the other, having each
wing extended only to the foot of the mountains: the right was on
# rifing ground, which was fortified with fome redoubts, and cove-
red by a deep ravin on the right of the Neifs: the center was on
the left of the river, and alfo covered by a deep ravin, and fome
redoubts : between the left of this ravin and the foot of the moun=
tain, on that fide, is a fmall plain; here the cavalry was pofted in
three lines, there not being room to extend them. On the left of
this cavalry was a wood, in which they placed fome few battalions,
and had begun to make an abattis, which was not compleated.
From this defcription it appears, that the right and center were
very ftrong, and {carce to be attacked at all in front. ‘The ‘prince
of Bevern, who, by taking that route, had put himfelf under the
neceflity of fighting, in order to join M. Schwerin, had now no
¢hoice 1:ft but as to the manner of doing it: his corps was pofted

‘ behind
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behind a marfhy rivulet, which, towards his-left, ran fo clofe to
the enemy’s line, that he could not pretend to pafs it, and form,
under their fire; he therefore refolved to attack the enemy’s left;
and fent general Leftewitz over the Neifs, to attack, or rather amufe,
their right. Things being thus concerted, he ordered his cavalry
to advanct and attack that of the enemy; this was executed with
great bravery, but without fuccefs ; they were repulfed every time ;
no wonder! becaufe, in advancing towards the enemy, their left
flank was expofed to the fire of the artillery of the redoubts, and
that of the infantry behind them; and their right to that of the
infantry pofted, as we have faid, in the wood, to the left of the
encmy’s horfe. The prince, perceiving, at laft, it would be in
vain to renew the attack, while the enemy’s horfe was thus pro-
teted by the infantry and artillery on both flanks, ordered it back,
and at the fame time fent feveral battalions from his right, as high
as was poffible into the mountain, in order to come on the flank
and rear of thofe which the enemy had pofted in the wood, at-the
foot of it : this was pun&ually executed’; the enemy abandoned:
" the wood, and gave the prince’s cavalry an opportunity to réenew
their attack, which muft naturally fucceed; that of the enemy,
being unable to bear its thock, and the fire of the Pruffian infan-
try, which had now got poffelion of the wood on their flank.
On the retreat of the Auftrian cavalry, the prince ordered his
whole right to advance, and occupy the ground they had quitted ;-
fo that he was on and behind the ‘enemy’s left wing, and hady
befides, the advantage of the rifing ground, from whence he could
with eafe rake them from the left to the right. In this fituation
nothing remained for the Auftrians to do, but to retire as foon as
poflible, for fear the enemy thould pufh on towards Licbenau, and
cut them off intirely ; whch he might do, as, in purfuing the left

wing, fome of his troops were already behind them. The retreat
F -~ was
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was made in good ordcr count Lacy, who commandcd the nght,‘,
covered it ; at Licbenau they took a new. pofition, where they were.
reinforced by fome" troops, who,: on the march of prince Bevern,
had quitted- the frontiers, and fallen back to join the main body
under count Kénigfeg. - : - - .

‘THUS ended the combat of Rexchenbcrg, in whxgh the Auﬁnan.s
loft‘orfe general, and about 1900 men killed; wounded, and;taken ; 3
befides fome cannon left at Reichenberg. The lofs of the Pruffians
was not much mfenor

REFLECTIONS

As rthe only object the prince of Bevern could have in view,
was to join M. Schwerin, . we cannot conceive why he fhould
march by Kratzau and Reichenherg, Wwhere the road is much
more difficylt .than that by Gabel and Béhmifch Aycha, which
was equally -proper to effeCtuate his juntion with Schwerin;
and, - moreover, was guarded. only by fome light troops, ‘at Gabel,.
which- he might force, or leave behind, as he pleafed, without

- any difficulty. or rifk. In taking this laft road, he was certainly at

liberty to avoid an ation ; and, if the enemy remained at Reichen-.
berg, he:might find twenty pofitions behind them, and hinder
them:frem retiring to Prague, It is always a great fault to fight,.
when ‘nothing can be got by it; as in this cafe.- The prince
wanted to join Schwerin; he might have done it without fighting,.
and:he-could obtain no more by a fuccefsful action; as appears
from the & itfelf. He forced the enemy to quit their camp at
Reichenberg ;: they took anather at Liebenau, which he ceuld not
have- foreed, in. all ptobafblhty he muyft therefore have remained
m: thé mountains, without any poﬂibxhty of joining Schwerin, if
the march of this general had not determined count Kénigfeg to

quit
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quit Liebenau and retire. All which fééms to prove, that the
" prince engaged in an a&ion without any'kind- of; reafon, -and from
- which he could not reap ary-advantage, whatever was the event.
" An immodetate ‘defire ofracquiring glory, makes men fometimes
undertake things without fufficiently- weighing the confequences.
In the action he feems likewife to have béen guilty of fome faults: .
“he formed parallel to the enemy, whof€ line could not be attacked,
'with ‘any " probability of fuccefs, €xceptirig on the left ; - which,
* "being’ once- beat, the reft could not keep their' ground;: yet the
* prince did nbe reinforce his'right; but-left his treops nearly equally
: " diftributed throughout the ‘whole line’: his left, towards the Neifs,
where it could be of no ufe at'all;:was as ftrong as where he
‘formed his attack. ST A . A
His attack” with the cavalry was certainly ill-advifed ; for,
though it fucceéded, he could not profecute his advantages ;- for,
‘while the enémy had infantry in ithe wood, -dnd- their. center kept
its pofition, his cavalry could riot occupy- the ground on. which
that of the enemy ftood.” From-the beginning he fhould -have
~ formed his right as high ‘up the meuntains as’poffible; brought
the greateft part of his'thfantry thére; and lfave done then what
he wis forced to do at 1aft. The taking. fuch a :pofition would
have forced the enemy to retire without' fighting. = His fending
general Leftewitz to attack: ‘the ehemy’s -right” was needlefs. By-
occupying the wood, and part of the hill,- on his right, the a&ion
was won ; and all the manceuvres the enemy ‘ceuld make, on their
"right and center, ‘would have been fraitlefs, - - - )
~ THE Auftrians camp feeins, from our defcription of it, very
ftrong ; yet, on examination, it will be found-otherwife ; becaule
‘the whole was not eqlial]y' fo; and therefore, properly fpeaking,
no part of it. The right and cénter were ftrong by nature and
art; being, as was faid, fortified with redoubts, &c. but, as the
. - Faz2 ... . © . left

K



36 - - History of the War

left was weak, they could reap no benefit from them ; unlefs they
- fuppofed the enemy fo ignorant as to attack them there. From
* the general poﬁ-tibn’ of the ground, it was evident, that, if the'left
was forced to retire, the enemy, by occupying it, would be in the
rear of the center and right, and force them to quit their advan-
tageous pofition, and fall back inftantly towards Johannifthal, for
fear of being cut off from Liebenau: on this point, to their left,.
depended, no doubt, the fuccefs of the action. They thould, con--
fequently, have fent fome of their beft infantry into the wood on
“their left, and have placed fome heavy artillery at the fkirts of it;
which, with that they had already, in the redoubts before their
center, would have made it impoffible for the enemy to pafs the
village of Bartzdorff, and the marfhy rivulet they had before their
front; much lefs form on this fide of the rivulet. The Autftrians
could bring, againft that point of attack, their artillery, their in-
fantry, and their bavalry, to fuftain them. In fuch circumftances
prince Bevern could not certainly have formed his attack at all.

WHEN the Auftrians faw the enemy prepare to attack their left,
Why not make a general motion on that fide, and carry their line
up into the mountain? This manceuvre would have decided. the
action in their favour; and, by neglecting it, they were beat.

"THEIR cavalry was too far advanced ; which deprived them, in:
fome meafure,. of the advantage of their artill;:ry on the right, and:
of the infantry on the left, in the wood.

THEY fhould not have pofted their whole army in the valley;:
for, though the mountains which formed it, feemed impaflable,.
yet it happened otherwife : for the Pruffian. infantry did march
through that on the left; gained the higher ground; and forced,. .
confequently, the Auftrians to abandon the wood at the foot of it..
No corps whatever muft be placed in a valley, unlefs you are
mafters of the mountains which form it; and, if you cannot:

' occupy.
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occupy both fides, you muft, at léaﬂ, one: for, though at firft
fight, mountains, rocks, and woods, may appear impaffable; yet,
upon a diligent inquiry, the contrary will be always found: for,
in every country that is well peopled, there are, and muft be,
communications between the villages ; "at leaft, for infantry: you
muft, therefore, occupy the mountains and woods with your
infantry ; the valley underneath with your cavalry; which will
hinder any enemy from paffling through it. From all which, it
" appears, that it was a bad camp, and a bad pofition ; becaufe,
having neglected to occupy the mountains, it could not be
defended ; and the troops, pofted in the valley, were not only
expofed to be defeated, but likewif¢ to. be cut off from Prague,
and their magazine at Buntzlaw, either by the prmce of Bevern’s
corps, or by that of marfhal Schwerin.

THE prince of Bevern marched, on the 23d, towards Liebenau ;
where, as we have faid, he found the enemy fo advantageoufly
pofted, that he did not think it prudent to attack them: and the.
lefs fo, as he knew the march of Schwerin’s corps would neceffarily
force them to retire..

Fuis laft general affembled h1s army, on the 18th of April, at
Trautenau ; from whence he marched, on the 1gth, to Konigfhoff,
where he paffed the Elbe. His intentions were to proceed towards
Turnau and Liebenau, in order to facilitate the march of prince
Bevern’s corps; and, being joined with it, go to Prague. This
plan was founded on the fame principles as that of the king's.
Whatever troops- the Auftrians. might fend on the frontiers of
" Luface; they could not remain. there, even though they had beat:
the duke of Bevern; becaufe the march of Schwerin, behind:
them, muft force them to retire, for fear of being taken between:
two fires} as it really happened: for, on the 24th, they quitted. -
t'hcxr camp- at. L.lebenau, and. marched with precipitation towards.

Brandeifs ;:
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- Brandeifs ; and from thence to Prague, where they arrived the 3d
of May. M. Schwerin, in the mean time, marched from Kénigthoff
to Giltchin, where he was informed of the a&ion of Reichenberg,
--and of the enemy’s -retreat. Upon which he wifely. changed his
route, and-marched on "the Ifer; hoping ftill to cut them off from
Prague : and, though he did not_fucceed in this, he arrived at
- Jungbuntzlau, in time to.feize an. m)mcnfe magazine wbxch they
had formed there.
- Havine been joined by the princg of Bevern’s corps, he, pro-
ceeded to- Brandeifs ;- where he.continued till the 4th of May:
- then he -paffed. the Elbe, .and encamped, on _the .other fide, not
- thinking it prudent to advance ’till. he_had concerted meafures
with the king.
His majefty, hzving thrown a bridge over the Moldau, near
* Podbaba, paffed that:river, with part-of his army, on the gth;
leaving the remainder, under. marfhal Keith, on the Weiflenberg.
 The 6th, at ¢ in the morning, marfhal Schwerin’s army arrived ;
and, having reconnoitred the enemy, .the whole marched on the
left, and foon after the battle begun. We will give here the
different relations, that were..publithed by authority, of this
memorable a&ion.
THAT publithed at Vienna is as. follows :
<« His royal highnefs prince Charles of Lorrain was informed,
‘ on tnc 41n of May, that the king of Pruffia had thrown bridges
¢« over the Moldau, near Roftock.and.Podbaba, in order to join
* M. Schwerin’s army, by Winorz, and then attack our right,
«¢ or cut off the communication with our magazines at Kollin and
¢« Kuttenberg. His royal highnefs chapged his pofition fo, that
¢ the left came to the town of Prague, and the right towards
% Malefchitz and Biechowitz. The sth the Pruffians vangupard
+#¢ paffed the Moldau: we ordered feveral batteries to be raifed
¢ before
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before the front of our army: at 11 o'clock; in the night, the
kfng'ordcred his whole army to pafs that river, leaving only .a.

fmall cotps, and a great quantity of artillery, on the Weiffenberg.

The jun@ion of his, and Schwerin’s army, was made on the..
6th, -at break of day. ¥mmediately afterwards the whole Pruf-
fian army, amounting' to above 100,000 men, advanced againft
us. M. Schwerin ordered the leftwing, which he commanded, .
to aftack our right, and endeavour to break it; while the king:
alarmed our left. His royal highnefs prince Charles of Lorrain,
whoﬁ: army confifted of 55,060 only, faw himfelf obliged, by

' the midtidns of M. Schiwerin, to order his fecend line to-enter

into the firft, and place it fo as to cover thé right wing; the.
left being alréady covered by the cannon of Prague: His royal.
hxg]meﬁ left only two regiments of horfe there, and placed the.

¢ other thirteen, in' three lines, on our right, the better to fuftain.

it. Al thefe motions weére made according as- the Pruffians.
cxtcnd‘éci thcmfelvcs, in’ ofder to take us in flank; which.
M. Schwerin Had prirtipally in view. We occupied feveral-

‘ hcxghts ; and M. Schwdrhiy had likewife fome before him, which.

he miift occupy before he could approach us. Our artillery
began to fire about 7 o’cleck ; which, as well as that of the:
infantry, produ(:e& fo great an effect, that the whole line of
M. Schwerin, which; according tothe report of the deferters,
had orders to attack us, with theit bayonnects fixed, was totally:
overthrown : while our caviliy attacked Schwerin’s; beat it
back three times; and difperfed it. As the Pruffians firft line
was throwi Back in confufion on the fecond, this fired upon:
them, dnd marched over their ‘dead and wounded companions:
t'b'w“ards us. They were, however, received-as the firft time,
and agdin Beat back. Out right wing, profiting of their viGory,,

followed the. fiying entmy, i good wrder, above 6oo paces ,
“ taok:
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_took feveral pair of colours; 16 pieces of cannon; and a great

number of prifoners. Our right, having thus advanced, left
a great opening between it and the left. The king of Pruffia
marched, in the greateft hafte, with feveral columns, and occu-
pied this vacant fpace; and, st the fame time, ordered a frefh
body of horfe to advance, full gallop, and occupy the ground
where his left had ftood, and thereby come bchmd'our right,
which was purfuing the enemy; o that this right wing, which
had been vicorious for three hours, was of a fudden furrounded
by the enemy: and, to augment our misfortunes, there raifed
fuch a cloud of duft, as hindered us from knowing each other;
and fuch a confufion enfued, that it was impoffible for us to
affemble the men, and put them again in order. Part of our
infantry did, however, all that was poffible to join our left
wing ; in which they fucceeded ; and retired, ftep by ftep, under
a continual fire, to Prague; where they entered together. Two
thoufand of our right wing ftopped near the field of battle, and
thereby fuftained the reft of the troops that were in confufion.
All our artillery of referve, the heavy baggage, pontoons, mili-
tary cheft, and 16000 men from our right Wihg, affembled, the
8th, at Benefchau. In two days 3ooo Pruffian deferters are
come to the army, who all declare, that the Pruffians have loft,
killed, wounded, and miffing, above 20,000 men. In dead,

' and wounded, we have loft, at moft, 4000 men; and 2500

taken prifoners; and no more than 20 field pieces are loft.
During the battle, major general Beck, with a corps of Croats,
attacked the town of Brandeifs, - fword in hand; beat a Pruffian
battalion, that was there in garrifon, of which he killed 100 men;
and, after he had broke the bridge over the Elbe, retired with §
pair of colours, 2 cannon, 500 horfes, a rich booty, and 678

¢¢ prifoners, among whom was the heutcnant colonel Mardefeld,

¢« and
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* and all the officers of the battalion who were alive ; all which
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he brought to M. Daun’s camp. ©On: our fide M. Brown was
wounded. On that of the Pruffians M. Schwerin,. and five or
fix other generals,’ are killed ;. and general Winterficld martally

¢ wounded.”

THE Prufians account of this battle is as follows

- ¢ THE king joined M. Schwerin’s army the 6th of May, im
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the morning ; and it was refolved to attack the enemy imme-

« diately. The imperial army was encamped, with the left, on

the Zifkaberg; and the right, on a hill, near Sterboholi. It

¢ was determined to attack. the enemy’s right ; the Pruffian.army,

therefore, marched, on the left, through the village of Potf-

¢ chernitz.. M. Brown,, having obferved this motion, ordered

his army to march on the right, that he might not be taken
in flank. The Pruffians were obliged to pafs through fome

¢ hollow ways,. and over fome marfhy ground, on the other fide

of the village of Bifchowitz, which. thsew the infantry inta

fome diforder; and, the attack having been made in teo much

hafte, they were repulfed. Marfhal Schwerin, the greateft -
general of his time,. was killed,. with- the colours in his hands,
at the head of his own regiment. As foon-as our infantry was
formed’ again, they renewed the attack. againft the enemy’s
right wing. Prince Henry, the king’s brother, alighted from.
his horfe, and put himfelf at the head: of his brigade ;. with

- which he mounted, or rather climbed up the mountains;. and,

having beat off the enemy, took feveral batteries.. The cavalry
of our left wing,.after three attacks; forced that. of the Auftrians
to retire. ©Our center, in the fame manner, beat the enemy’s
infantry, and purfiued them through their camp, which was
ftill. ftanding.. Our left wing, to,» which. fome cavalry was

“ joined, marched te Michele ;- and: we feparated. the Auftrian

©

army ; the right wing of which fled to the Zaffava. Upon.
' G T ' « which
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¢¢ which our right attacked the enemy’s left, and took fucceflively
¢ three batteries, placed on the hills. Our right wing of horfe had*
“ no opportunity to come to actien. Prince Ferdinand of Brunf-
“ wic attacked the enemy’s left in flank ; and, as the king, with
¢¢ his left, and a body of horfe, had already reached the Moldau,
¢ a]] the Auftrian infantry was forced to throw themfelves into
¢ Prague. They attempted to march out, on the fide of Kénig-
« faal, but were drove back by M. Keith’s corps. ‘We have taken’
¢ above 4000 prifoners; among whom are 30 officers: befides
« 6o cannon, and 1o ftandards. On our fide we have loft, 3099
«“ men, 54 officers, 340 horfes, killed: 8208 men, 397 officers,
“« and 246 horfes, wounded : and 1557 men, 6 officers, mifling."”
Among the dead were M. Schwerin,* and major general Amftel.

Among

® M. Schwerin was born the 26th of O&ober, 1684. He ftudied at Leiden, Roftack,
-and Greifswalde. In 1699 he ferved in a Dutch regiment belonging to his uncle; in 1705
he had a company. His uncle having quitted the Dutch fervice, he did the fame; and in
1706 was made a lieutenant colonel in the duke of Mecklenburg’s fervice; in 1707 a colo-
nel. The duke Charles Leopold fent him in 1712 to the king of Sweden, Charles the 12th,
at Bender; with whom he continued a year. On his return he was made a brigadier; and
in 1718 a major general ; in 1719 he commanded the Mecklenburg troops, at the battle of
Walmfmoelen, againft the Commiffion’s army, and beat them: and, the duke having reformed
the greateft part of his troops, the marfhal entered into the Pruffian fervice as major general ;
in 1723 he had a regiment given him ; in 1724 was fent as minifter to the court of Poland ;
in 1730 was made governor of Peitz; in 1731 a lieutenant general; in 1732 knight of the
black eagle; in 1739 general of infantry ; in 1740 a field marfhal. He diftinguithed him-
felf much at the battle of Molwitz, the 16th of April, 1741; where he received two con-
fiderable wounds : in 1744 he marched with a great army into Bohemia; where he joined
the king, at Prague, and commanded the fiege of that place; where he diftinguithed him-
felf very much; in 1756 he commanded, as we have faid, the army in Silefia; and, during
that campaign, gave great proofs of his fuperior abilities in the art of war; and was killed.
with the colours of his regiment in his hand. He was rather a little fized man ; he had,
however, a martial look ; loved the foldiers ; and was very careful of them ; and was there-
fore much beloved by them: and, though he on fome occafions was very hot, in all his
expeditions he knew how to combine the greateft bravery with the greatet prudence. After
the baule of Lowofitz the king wrote to him to-at caudioufly (daller bride en mam)
He was twice married, and has left children of both fexés, ’
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Among the wounded were lieutenant generals Fouquet, Hautchar-
mois, and Winterfield; and major generals Plettenberg, Schéning,
and Blankenfee. Thefe two accounts of the battle are far from
being clear and explicit, and give but a very confufed idea of the
action. We fhall therefore add another, wrote by count Schwerin,
general adjutant to the marfhal of that name, which feems to be,

by far, the beft that appeared on that occafion.
. ¢ IN confequence of thé meafures-concerted with M. Schwerin,
¢ his majefty paffed the Moldau, at Seltz, the sth of May, 1757,
¢« at 8 o’clock in the morning, with the corps he propofed joining
“ to the marthal’s army ; of which he gave us notice, as had been
“ agreed, by a twelye pound thot, to which the mar(hal anfwered
“ with the fame fignal. At 2 o'clock in the evening his majefty
“ fent Stutterheim, one of his adjutants, to the marfhal, with
¢ orders, that we, and the column commanded by general Win-
s terfield, fhould brcak up at 12 o'clock that night, apd compafs
¢ our march, fo that the head of qur- .columans fhould arrive, ex-
« altly at 4 in the morning, upon the heights of Brofiz, where
“ his majefty promifed to be, on the right, by Tfchimniz. Thefe
‘¢ orders were executed with fuch precifion, that our three columns
“ arrived, at the place of rendezvous, at 4 o'clock; and, at fiich
‘¢ a diftance from each other, as to leave only the fpace neceffary
‘ to form the line. We did not meet with any obftacle, on our
‘¢ march, 'till we came to the heights befor¢ Brofiz ; .where Mo~
“ dena’s regiment of horfe, two of dragoons, and Feftetitz’s huf--
‘¢ fars, were pofted that night. Thefe fired updn:our vanguard,
“ and retired immediately, through Brofiz, to the left wing of'
‘¢ their army. '
“ As foon as the kipg had wifthed the marfhal and general”
+¢ Winterfield a good morning, he rode, with thefe two generals,
¢ without any other efcort than two of his adjutants, captain
e P.latcn, licutenant colonel Oelfnitz, and myfelf, to one of the
G2 ¢ highelt
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higheit hills on the other fide of Brofiz. From hence ‘we coufd
difcover all the enemy’s camp very phain; the firft and fecond
line from one end to the other. His majefty reconnoitred it
with his fpying glafs. When the enemy perceived feven or
eight perfons on the hill, he fent us fome four pounders, but
without effe. His majefty continued above an hour here, to
examine their pofition, and how they were to be attacked.
The enemy was pofted, with the left wing towards Prague,
on the Zifkaberg, behind the Invalides: the right‘ extended

~about 2000 paces beyond the village of Conradiz, near Ster-

boholi. Two hundred paces before their front, the mountains
were fo fteep and craggy, that no cavalry or artillery could pof-
fibly afcend them. At the foot of thefe mountains is a deep
valley, which was intirely occupied by fome huffars and Hun-
garian infantry. The mountains on our fide of the valley were
no lefs fteep and craggy than'the others: notwithftanding thefe
difficulties, his majefty was inclined to attack the enemy in

« front. The marfhal, on the contrary, reprefented to him the
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difliculty of the ground; the great-march the troops had made;
and the ftrength of the enemy’s pofition ; who had covered the
heights before their front with a prodigious quantity of heavy
artillery. His majefty, convinced by thefe reafons, permitted
the marfhal to go and feek out fome more convenient place to
form the attack. Upon which his excellency rode; full gallop,
before the enemy’s right, where the ground on both fides falls
gradually, and where he perceived a plain, before the enemy’s
right wing, near the village of Miefiz, where the infantry could
pafs over the meadows, and the cavalry and heavy artillery over
the damms. As foon as the marfhal had reconnoitred the
ground, and given an account of it to the king, orders were
immediately given to the three corps to move on the left. This
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‘wias executed with fuch celerity, that the army, which had

received the orders about nine o’clock, marched above four
miles through very bad roads, and at half an hour paft ten was

‘f'o’rmed ; and at eleven the battle begun on the left wing. All

our cavalry was pafling the damm, when that of the Auftrians
firft turned out, and formed itfelf in order of battle, without

taking down one tent. They did not probably perceive that
our intention was to attack their right flank, ’till they faw two

regiments of our cavalry pafs the damm, and form directly
on it. ‘'This manceuvre drew their attention that way: they
then ordered all their cavalry from the left; which, with great
celerity, came and formed itfelf, on a fine plain, on the right,‘
in 104 fquadrons, in three lines, with intervals equal to the
front of a fquadron. ‘This manceuvre was executed with fuch
promptitude, that our lieutenant gcnéral, the hereditary princé
of Schénaich, who had only 65 fquadrons, fearing to be out-

. flanked, refolved inftantly to attack the enemy, without waiting

for the right wing which the king had ordered to come and
reinforce him. Accordingly the attack was made in the beft
order. 'The enemy ftood ftill 'till we came within 5o paces of
them, ‘then they fired their carabines; and at 30 they advanced
with a ftrong pace againft us. We were outwinged by 8 fqua-
drons, and therefore ’tis no wonder our cavalry had fuch a hard
tafk, and was twice repulfed. In the third attack, Stechow'’s
regiment of dragoons, commanded by colonel Winterfield, and
general Ziethen, with 20 fquadrons of Ziethen’s and Putkam-
mer’s huffars, advanced with fo much bravery, that not only
the enemy’s cavalry was intirely defeated, but part of it was
pufhed on their own grenadiers, on the right wing, which
threw them back in the utmoft confufion. During this attack of
the cavalry, the grenadiers of our left wing, and the regiments

¢ of
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of Fouquet, Kreutzen, and Schwerin’s infantry, having paffed
over_fome meadows, were forced to advance through a very
narrow road, in order to join the reft of the line, which was
already formed. As foon as the grenadiers appeared on the
other fide of the defile, they were received with twelve poun-
ders, charged with cartridges, in fuch a manner, that they

were inftantly forced to retire, and quit the defile in the
greateft confufion. In the mean time the enemy’s fire grew
ftill more violent, and at laft obliged the grenadiers to retire
back over the damm. They were followed by Fouquet’s and
Kreutzen’s regiments ; and, as the fecond battalion ef Schwerin’s
begun to do the fame, the marfhal, who had been continually
on the other fide of the defile, took the colours out of the
officer’s hands, and rode before the regiment; doing all that
was poflible to make them advance. He drew the troops, as
well as he could, out of the defile; and, having put them again
in order, advanced with a ftrong pace towards the enemy.
Scarce had he marched 12 fteps, when he received feverak
fhot; one in the ear, another in the heart, and three in the
body : he fell mﬁantly from his horfe, without the leaft figns
of life. General Manteufel took the colours out of his hand,
and gave them to the enfign; who had fcarce received them,
when a cannon_fhot came and killed him on the fpot. Imme-
dlately after this the whole line advanced. Our artillery did
great execution. The lines were at above 6o paces diftant from
each other; when the ench’s infantry, on the right, was ob-
ferved to be in the greateft confufion. Their center kept their
ground much longer ; being protected by a great. quaqtlty of
artillery.  His majefty, obferving that the enemy’s right wing
purfued our left with great vivacity, infomuch that it was fepa~

¢ rated from the reﬁ of the army, laid hold of this favourable

¢ opportunity ;
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* opportunity ; and, with the greateft celerity, marched, with his
«¢ right, to occupy the fpace which the enemy, by advancing,
¢ had left 6pen: and, by this means, feparated the two wings
¢ from each other. Now the confufion was general in the ene-
“ my’s army. Our left wing, being again formed, attacked the
«¢ purfuing enemy, and drove them back : and, when they endea-
“ voured to retire to the army, they found the ground occupied
“ by the king. His majelty ordered an attack to be ‘made, with
« fixed bayonnets, on the enemy’s left wing, that was likewife
« flying. Here a great carnage enfued; particularly in taking
« the redoubt; where the fecond battalion of prince Henry’s did
“ wonders. The enemy’s left fled into Prague; and the right,
¢ in cenfufion, towards Malefchitz and Bifchowitz.” '
Berore we give an account of what followed this memorable
battle, it is neceffary to examine the various operations which
preceded it,<as well as the condut of the a&ion itfelf, that the
reader may be able to form a proper judgment of them, as they
are in themfelves, and independant of the events. For thefe do
not always proceed from fine difpofitions; nor are prudent and
wife meafures conftantly attended with happy fuccefles. In gene-
‘ral, however, it mu{t be confefled, that few or no enterpﬁm
fail, but by fome error, which might have been forefeen, and

confequently avoided.
~ THE 'plan, formed by the Auftrians, to remain on the defenfive
*till their allies took the field, and thereby give them a favourable
opportunity to a&t with vigour, was certainly wife and prudent
but they feem to have failed in the execution. Two thirds of the
enemy’s troops were cantoned in Saxony and Lufatia, and the re-
mainder in the neighbourhood of this laft province; which indi-
cated, very plainly, that, in cafe he propofed to invade Bohemia,
it would be on that fide; particularly as the king was there in
perfon,
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perfon. " Befides, by emtering Bohemia from the fide of Saxony,
this laft would be covered by that very manceuwre :. whereas, if it:
was done from Silefia,. another army muft be left to guard Saxony..
They ought to have known the king better, than to fuppofe he-
would a& with part of his farces only, when he had it in his
power to do.it with. the whole. Moreover, if, contrary to all
appearances,, as well as to the nature of things, he attempted to-.
invade Moravia, he could not, in lefs. than a month, bring his:
grmies: en that fide; and the Auftriens did not require half that
time to hring all their forces there.. If his majefty fent a corps.
‘there. only, the garrifon. of Olmutz, fuftained by fome Croats, a
regiment. of dragoons, and another of huffars, wauld have been:
fufficient to cover the country. -
. From all which, it appears, that the Auftrians acted. very im-.
I;)rudcntly, in pofting a corps of above 20,000 men in Moravia,,
where they were quite ufelefs.. What augments this firft fault,,
was ' the leaving it there even after the Pruffian army was in.
motien, as well in Saxony and Lufatia, as about Schweidnitz;,
which demonftrated their intention was to penetrate that way into.
Bohemia
THis corps fhould; no- doubt, have been placed,. during tha
wmter, fo as to form a chain from Moravia to Kénigfhoff; and,,
in the month of March, their quarters fhould have been drawn
nearer each other; and the center placed about Pardubitz. This.
would have enabled them to affemble, on the leaft notice, either.
on the right, towards Leutomifchel ;. or on the left, behind the:
- Elbe, about Schurtz.
- WHrEN the Pruffians were in motion,. this corps thould have:
affembled at Schurtz; becaufe, fram thence, it was at. hand ta
join count Konigfeg ; and, being united, were much fuperior to.
the duke of Bevern’s, or marfhal Schwerin’s; and therefore might
: attack
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attack either of thefe generals, if they prefumed, which was not
probable, to penetrate into Bohemia, and hinder them from join-
ing their forces. But this was negle&ed, and the corps in Moravia
quite forgot; as ome may imagine : for, though the enemy had
entered Bohemia at the other extremity, about the 20th of April,
yet this corps, on the 6th of May, was only arrived at BShmifch
Brodt, within twenty miles of Prague. As to count Kdnigfeg’s
corps, it has been already obferved, that it was pofted too far in
the mountains, and expofed to be taken in between the prince of
Bevern’s corps, and that of M. Schwerin.

THE Auftrians committed the fame fault exa&ly, in the diftri-
bution of their troops on the frontiers of Saxony.

IT was by no means probable, that the king would order a
confiderable corps to enter Bohemia, near Egra; be:cufe, being
at fo great a diftance from his other columns, it would be expofed
to be cut off by ‘the fuperior forces of the Auftrians; who muft
neceflarily take a central pofition between that corps and the
king’s, as they had the greateft part of their forces in the circles
of Saatz and Leutmeritz. ]

T was ftill lef§ probable the enemy would undertake any thing
againft Egra; which, if provided with a common garrifon, cannot
‘be taken without a fiege; which moft certainly he would not un-
dertake, as it cannot, from its fituation, facilitate the operations
againft Bohemia: and, if againft all rules of war, he did lay fiege
to it, they might in four days have brought their army to its
relief. From whence it appears evident, that the placing a corps
in the neighbourhood of Egra was of no ufe, and fubje& to be
cut off from the main army at Budyn, whenever the enemy en-
tered Bohemia by the defiles of Kupferberg and Bafberg; as it’
geally happened : becaufe M. Brown was forced to quit the po-
fition at Bduyn, in order to join the duke of Aremberg: whereas,

H if
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if this general had taken a pofition at Commottau, with all his.
light troops, fuftained by fome battalions ef good infantry, in the
two laft mentjoned defiles, it is plain prince Maurice could not:
penetrate that way, as he did ;: and, though he had, he could not.
join the king until he beat the duke, who might have been fuf--
tained by the whole army under the marfhal at Budyn.. This laft:
was likewife ill pofted, being too far back to fuftain any body of.
troops he might fend to occupy the defiles beween Pirna and. Lo--
wofitz ;; which we think is the only method that. can: effeGtually;
hinder an enemy that attempts to penetrate that way into Bohemia..
The marfhal ought, therefore, to have affembled his quarters be-.
yond the Egra, in fuch a manner as to be able,. in- one march, to.
be behind the Bila at Auffig: from whence he might either fuf-.
tain the light troops placed behind the ravin.of Ghifhubel, or, as.
he thought moft convenient, let them: fall.-back on his army, and:
dcfend the pofition at Auflig, which, if occupied by an.army, can~
not be forced. Even, perhaps, it would have been more advan--
tageous to. advance with the whole army,. behind the ravin of
Ghithubel, and have fent: the duke of Aremberg,. with his whole:
corps, into the mountains of Bafberg ;. becaufe thefe pofitions not:
only covered. Bohemia, but alfo enabled the Auflrians to penetrate:
into Saxony, if it was thought proper: whereas the different pofi--
tions, taken by the Aufirian army, in order to cover Bohemia, didi
not anfwer that end, and moreover expofed the different corps to-
be beat in detail, and hindered from joining each other;, as it:
happened to that in Lufatia, under count Kénigfeg; and that in:
Moravia, under marfhal Daun; the firft having been beat, and:
the other hindered from joining the reft of the troops at. Prague..
There is fcarce any operation of war more delicate and difficult:
than the diftribution of the troops into winter quarters :. it requires.
a perfe& knowledge of the country, and muft be regulated by a:

. prodigious.
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prodigious variety of circumftances: 1. regard muft be had to the
enemy’s difpofition; 2. to_his general plan of war, and to the
particular obje@ he has in view the enfuing campaign; 3. to the
obje you have yourfelf in view for the following campaign.
If you propofe to be on the defenfive, the diftribution of the troops
muft be made in fuch a manner as to be able to unite in different
points, without leaving even a pofiibility of their being intercepted
in their march to the place of rendezvous: that thefe points be
«chofen as near the frontiers as poflible, in order to cover the coun-
try; and that they be fo well chofen, that the enemy can neither
force you in them, nor leave you behind. If you propofe -being
on the offenfive, the troops muft be fo diftributed, that, in one
march, or two, they form feveral great corps on the enemy’s
frontiers, and .pafs them fo as to feparate his quarters, and run no
rifk of being intercepted before they join, and form ene body in
the enemy’s -country. Above all things, care muft be taken that
they are not expofed to be inquicted,. during the winter, which the
aroops muft enjoy in peace and fafety, as well to refrefh themfelves,
as to form the recruits, &c.
Tt muft be acknowledged that the king of Pruffia excells in
ithis, as in many other parts of war: no general has ever opencd
ithe different campaigns with more greatnefs or precifion. His
«quarters were fo difpoféd, that it was fcarce poffible, from thence,
‘to guefs at his intentions ; as he could, feemingly, with equal faci-
lity, form very different enterprizes: from whence it always hap-
pened that he begun his operations with great views, celerity, and
exa&nefs : and, when his troops were attacked in their quarters,
they always affembled in the places appointed, without ever having
fuffered any confiderable lofs ; which is the more extraordinary, as

he had very few light troops, efpecially in the beginning. His
" difciple, prince Ferdinand, has likewife fhewn himfelf. infinitely
H2 _ fuperior
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fuperior to all the French generals, in this point;, as appeared evin-
dently on every occafiom.

THE Auftrians negleGted all thie rules abovementioned, and were:
therefore forced to abandon: the- country, in order to unite the:
different. corps, and mereover expofed:to be beat in detail ; as we.
have_ féen.

Havingat 1aft affembled their army- at Prague, they were at;
liberty to attack: either-the king or- marfhal Schwerin;. who were.
feparated by a- great: river, and a moft: difficult country for military-
operations. They- were much-fuperior to either; and therefore:
ought to have rifked an aGion-in thofe circumftances; otherwife it:
isin vain to- make war. If they tHought- themfelves upequal to tite
king; or-Schwerin, feparately, they:fhould not,. certainly, have.
fought them both when united: They theuld: not have permitted.
the king- to pafs-fuch-  river. as the Moldau; in a:- moft difficult
place; and within-fight of: their -camp, and remain--with- a very
inconﬁderab’léj- body of. troops; compared- to theirs; a whole day.
and a night o the fame fide of the river. ‘They ought, no doubt;,
to have attacked him,, either. before he pafled, or. after,. before he
joined- M. Schwerin ;. or,, if they chofe: rathier to- attack' this-laft,
they fhould have Iéft 20 battalions on the heighits.of Brofitz, oppo- -
fite Potbaba, to- hinder the king from paffing, and. march to,
Brandeifs, againft' Schwerin, without delay..

THE enemy having-joined all his-forces thie 6th in the morning; .
in their prefenee, and his leaving M. Keith on the other fide of
the Moldau; ia the fight of Prague,. indicated very- plainly, he:
propefed bringing things. to-an- iffue there. The Auftrians thould
not therefore have been fo confident in their numbers, and pofition; .
as to_fend- their- cavalry to ferage, while the enemy was: actually,
making fome motions-in their prefence..

WHEN
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-WaeN they faw the enemy march on his left, they certainly
did right to change their pofition ; but this was only part of what
they fhould have dore. They ought to. have brought all the artil~
lery poffible to bear againft the village of Podfchernitz, and have
attacked him as he was advancing in columns through that village,
and over the meadows, without giving him time, or ground to
form upon.. They fhould have put their horfe in. two clofe lines,.
which would have enabled them. to.extend their right quite up to
the fithponds, which.covered their flank effectually, and deprived.
the enemy of the ground,. on. which only he could form his cavalry;,
and, if they kept back their. center a little,, fo.as.to form.a curve,.
concave towards the enemy,. which.they.certainly might have done,.
their right being covered by the pends, and.their left by the artil~
lery and infantry of the right wing,. in this cafe, the enemy. could.
not advance at all,. without prefenting his left flank ;, which muft.
always be decifive in every action, and particularly in cavalry..
But the Auftrians negleGed: all thefe precautions,, and moreover
fuffered the enemy’s borfe, though lefs Aumerous, to take: them:
in flank;; and were confequently defeated. When M. Brown:
repulfed- and purfued the enemy, he ought not to- have broke the:
line,, and: ruthed forward, like a. young: foldiery who- fees and.
obferves only what pafles direCtly before him,. without- attending;
to the whole, and thereby regulate this or that particular:
manceuvre. When he. advanced, he. fhould- have ordered. the.
whole line to make the fame motion ;. and,. if he did.not choofe to.
quit the heights,. where. his center and left ftoed, he fhould.have.
advanced his-sight,. fo.as to:form an oblique line with. the right.
forwards. By this manceuvre, he.was at. liberty- to- bring all. his
referve, and. the.right.of the fecond line,. to fuftain. the point of.
attack on which the viGory depended ;. and,. by keeping- the line.

clofe, gave the.enemy no advantage, how much.foever he advanced:
' with
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with his right to purfue them to Podfchernitz. Ewen this obliqae
formation neceffarily enabled him to take the enemy’s whole line
" in flank, and rake” it from one end to the other. The marthal, by
advancing with the right only, broke the line, and thereby left an
opening, which the enemy occupied, cut the army in two, and
defeated it.

" THERE is in every camp a certain point, which may very properly.
be called, the key of it, and on which depends the fuccefs of an
acion ; while you keep this, the enemy has nothing ; and when
you lofe it, all is loft. The talent of finding out this point, is
perhaps the moft fublime, and the moft rare, of any in the whole
art of war. On this talent depends the {cience of camps, and the
methods of attacking and defending them. In the prefent cafe, this
point was, no doubt, that fpace of ground between the point of the
right wing of infantry, and the pond near Sterboholi, where the
cavalry fhould have been pofted, as it is marked in the plan,
with the light troops and fome regular infantry in Sterbo-
holi, and a battery on the height, befose the right wing of horfe.
While the Auftrians occupied this ground, they could not be
defeated ; but they had ftudied fo little the fcience of camps, " that
they did not perceive this point, and formed their cavalry a great
way behind it; and were beat.

From all the preceding remarks, it appears, that M. Brown
either did not know the country, or did not know how to occupy
it properly, in the diftribution of his army into winter quarters ;
and that he committed numberlefs faults, as well before, as during
the action ; which neceffarily were followed with the lofs of it.
As we know that he was a good foldier, and by no meansa con-
‘temptible general, it is far from being impoffible, that fome pri-
vate motives might make him lefs careful and clear-fighted than is
cenfiftent with a perfon of his genius. He was, no doubt, little
' pleafed
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pleafed to fee prince Charles at the head of the army; and, being
under the command of another, was, probably, lefs anxious about
the event. Had he been alone, perhaps he would have acted
etherwife. This thews, how imprudent it is to employ, together,
men whofé private views of ambition can fcarce ever coincide..

As to the king’s difpofitions,. they will, no doubt, appear very
fine to thofe who aré not fufficiently acquainted with the nature
ef military eperations, or who have not attended to the defcription.
we have given of the country wherein thefe tranfactions happened..
~ Events, like an impetuous torrent, hurry people away, without.
giving them time to raflet on their caufes, or examine the various.
circumftances which contributed to preduce them; and.therefore:
their opinion. of things is. fcldom cﬁabhihcd an. clear and exa&
xdcas;. '

- BeING feparated from the enemy by a chain of meuntains,. and
mioreover protected by many ftrong places, he could diftribute his.,
troops into winter quarters as he plexfed, without any rifk ; be
caufe the nature of the country enabled him to afiemble.them, be- -
" fore any confiderable bedy of the enemy could penetrate. The:
difpofition-of his.march into Bohemia, was fubject.to.a prodigious.
number of abiftacles ;. many of which were, at leaft might have:
been, infurmountable.. :

Prinece Muurice’s column. was feparated from that under- the
King by an-interval of 50 miles; and, moreover, by a moft diffi-.
cult country,. full of mountains, woods,. ravins, defiles, &c. The:
enemy had, in this very fpace of ground,. an army much fuperior -
to either prince Maurice’s, or the king’s ;. they might confequently:
Bave taken forty pofitions that would have effetually hindered.
their jun&ion  and, if they prefumed to ddvance one flep into the
eountry,. attack either of them feparaetly 5. .and, bemg much,;
ﬁlpcnor, probably defeat them..

E.V.EN: ’
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EvEN after their jun@ion, M. Brown, with the duke of Arem«~
berg, was ftill equal to them, and might have taken feveral pofitions
between the Egra and Prague, which would have hindered them
- from approaching the Moldau, and joining Schwerin. ‘Being at laft
aflembled at Prague, they might have attacked either the king or
Schwerin, with forces much fuperior to either. As thefe were
feparated by the Moldau, they might have been hindered from:
joining at all. When the king pafled that river, leaving
M. Keith* on the other fide, the enemy were at liberty to deftroy
either of them, having more. time than was ncceflary for that
purpofe. 'The fame reafoning holds good with regard to the
other two columns under prince Bevern and marfhal Schwerin..
They were fo far feparated, that the enemy might have taken fuch
pofitions as would have hindered them from joining; and might,
with fuperior forces, have attacked either. From whence it
appears, that the king, by thus feparating his columns at fuch
an immenfe diftance, expofcd ‘them to be beat in detail, and his
whole army to deftru@ion. His paffing {uch a river as the Moldau,-
in fight' of an immenfe army, his ftaying eighteen hours, at leaft,
with a handful of men, in their prefence, ought to have been
fatal to him; and, if it happencd otherwife, he muft thank his

good fortune.

~ ® Marfhal Keith, knight of the black eagle, of St. Andreas, and Alexander Newiki’s
orders in Ruffia, was born of the illuftrious family ef Marfhall, in Scotland. In 1730 he
was a major general in Ruffia; in 1734 a lieutenant general, and went with the Ruflian
troops into Germany ; in 1737 he ferved againft the Turks, and diftinguifhed himfelf grcctly'
at the taking of Oczakow, where he was wounded ; in 1741 and 1742 he commanded againtt
the Swedes, and got the battle of Williamftrand ; in 1747 he quitted the Ruffian fervice,
and entered that of Pruffia; in 1749 was made knight of the black eagle, and governor of
Berlin, with a penfion of 12,000 dollars, befides his pay. He was killed in 1758, at the
battle of Hochkirchen, at the head of the Pruffian infantry, who had repulfed the Auftrians,
and were purfuing them. He was middle fized ; had a very martial countenance ; and was '
an humane and benevolent man.

His
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- His attacking the enemy in fuch a ftrong camp, ‘and in the
neighbourhood of a fortrefs, was certainly very' rafh,. becaufe it
was very improbable that he beat them: and, though he did, he.
could not reap any great advantage from it;. as'they could always
retire into Brague, and from thence march inftantly out, and

deftroy marffial Keith in his prefence, even aftef he had feparated = .

the two wings. °’Tis, in general, very imprudent to- attack an
army near a fortrefs ; becaufe, in cafe of fuccefs, ’tis impofiible ta’
proceed with cavalry, whiclr alone can deftroy a defeated army ;
whatever advantages the infantry nray gain, they cannot profecute
them with fuch vigour and celerity, as to hinder an enemy frany
making a retreat, and get {oon together again. . Had: the king got
fuch a battle, 20 miles from aoy fortrefs, the. whole Aufiriam
army would have been.deftroyed. He was -the lefs obliged to
attack the ememy in this pofition, as, by direCting his wmarch:
towards Kollin and Kuttenburg, where the enemy had thein
magazines, they would have followed him,. and given him a .mor§
favourable opportunity. to- attack them; and, in.all prohability,
he would have met M. Daun, then coming: from Moravia,
whom he might have cruthed. This manceuvre would have -
enabled him to deftroy the enemy’s magazines, and fozee them to
fght on-his own tetms, or fubmit to be cut off from Vienna. As.
to the altion itfelf, he had ne choice .in his attack ; it could be
done only en:the left ;. but his feeing, and feizing the critical and:
decifive moment that M. Brown gave him, by bmakmg his line,.
is fuch a firoke of fupenor genius, that few, vesy few, are capable
of. His prudence, in re-eftablifhing the. line,. continually, as he
advanced, and his whole conduét during the aion, moft juftly
deferve the greateft approbation. What appears rath. in the.
‘manceuvres which. immediately preceded it, muft, probably, be
attributed to the neceffity of his affairs, and to the knowledge he
- had

—_
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had of thofe generals who oppofed him. His majefty feems toe
great a general to commit a common faule.

Prince Charles, with near §0,000 imen, having been forced
to throw himfelf into Prague, the king formed the extraordinary
proje of blockading him in that place. As it is very populous,
the addition of near 60,000 men, including fervants, and the fol-
lowers of the army, would, he hoped, ﬁ)on forcc them to fur..
render for want of {ubfiftence.

Durine this celebrated blockade, not'hmg happened but what
is common; and therefore, we think, a detail of the operations
would be no lefs infipid, than ufelefs. In fuch an operation of war,
nothing mare ds ito .be done, than to occupy fuch pofts, in the
neighbourhood of  the place, as moft effectually preveat any fuc-
«cours, ‘provifions, -or intelligence, to enter. Thofe who are fhut
up, -on the .contrary, endeaveur to open the chain as eften as
poffible, that their wants may be relieved. The nature of the
ground, the number and fpecies of the troops on edch fide, are
the only matters to be confulted, as to the methods to be ufed on
thefe occafions 1 no rule can bé given as to the mannér of occupy-
ing properly a . piece of ground ; -genius alone - can do it, and
precepts are vain.. . ;

It is, no doubt, a. tzhmg worthy nemank and mn appeir a fable
to pofterity, that near 50,600 men, with a train of artillery, arms,
&c. fhould fubmit to-be (hut up for fix weeks, -and reduced to
extremity, by an.army.of equal force. That of the king did net
certainly, at the end of May, exceed:that of«thé Auftrians ; which
will appear evident, -if we confider how many meh he had loft in
the battle, by ficknefs, - dcfertxen, and the numberlefs detached
corps. ~ This army, fmall as it was, formed & chain of pofts,
which extended meny miles, and was moreover feparated by the

Moldau ; over whxch they. communicated by two,bridges only 5
‘the
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‘the ome above, and the other below the town: fo that, in fad,
the Auftrians, had they chofe to march out of the place, would
Kave had no more than half the Pruffian army to contend with :
why therefore they did not, ho man, that has the leaft idea of -
military effairs, can ever comprehend.. A torrent carried one of '
the bridges away ; yet did they continue quiet,. and let: flip this.
favourable oppertunity,. without. making any attempt.to.go out..
We have been very often on the ground.about Prague,.and muft:
own, it is, and will be; a matter of wonder and aftonithment, that-
no effort was made to march out. Had they.attacked the Pruffians,.
thus {eparated by a great river,. and divided into. fo. many fmall de--
tachments, they ceuld not.fail in their attempt ;. they muft have:
deftroyed their.army. It is nolefs furprizing, that fo-great a gene--
ral as the king of Pruffia fhould. think it poflible to reduce an army:
of 50,000 men, in fuck an extenfive town .as Prague, with one oft
equal force. The fupinenefs of the Auftrians juftified this attempt,,
and faved his army from .inevitable deftru&ion..

WHEN the king fummoned prince Charles to furrender,. marfhal$
Brown, then fick in bed, being confulted, anfwered, with na lefs:
{pirit than.amazement, ‘ Eft ce que fa majefté croit que nous.
‘¢ fommes. tous des C—Ill—ns.. Dites au prince que mon avis eft,,
¢ que fon alteffe aille fur le champ attaquer le M. Keith.”

‘*THE celebrated: marfhal Belleifle,, who knew. Prague perfeétly:
well, had, in the preéeding-War,.. with 15,000 men, defended it:
for many months againft the Auftrians; and, being at laft reduced:
to the greateft extremity, quitted-it.with 12,000.men, and retired:
to Egra, with fafety and glory. 'This general wrote a letter, while.
tHe king was blockading that- town ; which I'have feen ;- wherein.
He fays, ¢« Je connmois Prague, ff j’y etois, avec la.moitié des:
“ troupes, que le prince Charles y a altuéllement. je detruirois-<-
“ larmée Pruflienne.” '

- L2 Waine
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- WHiLE the king was occupied before Prague, he fent out feves
ral detachments, in order to raife contributions, and fecure, or
deftroy, the magazines which the enemy had formed in different
parts of Bohemia. General Oldenbourg and colonel Meyer were
fent into the empire with the fame view, and to hinder, or at leaft
retard, the operations of the army of the empire. But all their
operations are of too "m'ﬁgniﬁcant’ a nature to deferve any particular
detail ; none of them had, nor indeed could have, any confiderable
“influence on the general plan of opcratlons We fhall therefore
pafs them in filence. SR '

- MARsHAL Daun, who now commanded the army in Moravia,
which had been the preceding campaign under the ordqrs of prince
Piccolomini, having received orders to join the main army at
‘Prague, quitted Moravia, and dxre&ed his mai‘ch for that purpofe.
However, on the 6th of May, he was only arrived at Béhmifch
Brodt, within 12 miles of that place, where he was informed of
the battle. He continued here for fome days, and then retired to
Kollm, as well to av01d an action, as. to join the right wing
which, as we have alrcady faid, had retlrcd to Benefchau.,

TuE king, fearing that this army, which amountzd to above
40,000 men, might not only difturb his operanons before Prague, .
but likewife, by fome manceuvre or othcr, give prince Charles an
opportunity to get out of that place, thought it ncceﬁ'ary to drive
them further back. - For which purpofe, the prince of Bevern,
with about 25,000 men, was ordered to execute this plan.

As this general advanced, the marfhal very wifely retired, in
order to receive the reinforcements which were in march to join

- him, and fell back fucceﬁivcly t> Kollin, Kauttenberg, Goltzjen-
kau, and Habcr., .

Lt Having
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HaviNG at length received all the reinforcements, artillery, &c.
which he expected, he‘gave orders, the 11th of June in the even~
ing, to march next morning. Accordingly the army-quitted the’
camp of Jenikau the 12th, and marchsd the Tame day to Janovitzy.
The next day general Nadafh was attacked at Pikan; but, being
fuftained by the whole army, the Pruffians were repulfed with lofs. '
This general, having been reinforced, was ordered.to march by
Malefchau, 4nd take poft at Suchdol, while general Beck, with
about 6000 men, was commanded to occupy Kuttenberg; which
the Pruffians had quitted on the 12th, amf retired to Kallin. On
the 14th the marfhal marched to Gintitz, and on the 16th to Kri-
chenau, where he encamped as in A..A. This whole march was
- conducted with much prudence and vigour; infomuch.that the
- enemy was more than once on the point of being attacked, and
probably defeated ; being much inferior. The marthal, by the’
dire@ion of his march, feems to have intended to bring prince .
Bevern to an altion before he was _]omcd by any reinforcements,
or to have cut him oﬂ" from Prague, the difficulty of the- roads
and the good condu& of - the prince prcvcnted it.

TuE king, bemg mformed of the enemy’s approach, qulttcd his
army beforc Prague on the 13th, and marched towards Kollin;
where he propofed uniting the feveral corps, he had detached, to
_ the army under prince Bevern, -and then attack the enemy without -
delay. On the.i4th he marched by Schwartz Kofteletz, and Zda-
nitz, intending to encamp at Malotitz ; but, on approaching that
place, a large -b,ody of troops was difcovered marching behind Zaf-
muck. Being no ways prepared for an actiop, having only a few
battalions with him, his inajelty threw.them into the village of
Zdanitz, with the cavalfy on the pliain before it, and:continued in
this pofition ’till he_was jomcd by the different detachments he -

expelted, .
THE
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THE camp occupied by the enemy, at Krichenau, was judged?
too advantageous to be attacked. in front, with any probahility ofr
fuccefs : nor-could it be approached on.the left, withoas: marching,,
a great way up, to the fource of the ravin:which cavered.it. This-
would give the marfhal time to change his pofition,, as he thought-
moft convenient, and pcrhapt afford him. an-oppertunity to give:
the king the flip, and march to Prague. For which.reafon his.
majefty refolved to occupy- the. hills. of Chotzemitz,. behind the-
enemy’s right. Accardingly,. on- the 18th in the morning,. the:
army was ordered to march on its left; along the great:road that.
goes from Prague towards Kollin.. During the. march,  advice was-
brought that. the enemy was fetiring ;. which was foon. found .to
be a miftake ;. fer he had only changed his pofition,. and was ob--
ferved to be putting his army. in. order. of. battle, . on. the. very;
ground which the king propofed. to.occupy.. ‘

Tuze marfhal, feeing the enemy’s<army move on ifs left, eafily.
perceived thie king’s intentions were to attack. him_on his right:
flank : to avoid which,. he ordered his: army to move on the right,,
firft to B. B. the referve in . D. then to G. G. with the referve :
in E. E. and general Nadafti’s corps in F: F. His army, confifting
of 60,000 men, was formed in two lines; the infantry on.the-
wings, and the cavalry in the center.. The. right of the infantry
was pofted on a high hill, quite clofe to an open wood occupied
by the light troops. At a.{mall diftance before the front was the -
village of Krzeczor, in which fome battalions were placed very:
properly, as they could” with.eafe be fuftained by the line. The-
hill, on which this village ftands, prefents, towards the right, very -
high and fteep precipices, which cannot be paffed by any fpecies
of troops. At the bottom of this hill is another village, which
was likewife occupied by fome infantry. Out of the hill, a little-
behind this laft village, runs a rivulet almoft perpendicular to the

enemy’s
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wenemy’s line ; the banks of it are very high and craggy. ‘Behind
this rivulet Nadafti’s cotps was at firft .placed, and then in F. F.’
fo that the enemy could not advance to attack ‘the line, without
prefenting his flank to this corps. 'On the left of Krzeceor, on a’
‘high and ‘fteep hill, is the village of Brzift, a little before the line,
alfo occupied by fome infantry. The left was likewife on a very
high hill, which commands all the plain about it. Near the left |
is the village of Podhorz; through which runs a marfhy rivulet,
which effectually covered that wing. All the ground before the
front was very unequal; this obliges a line, marching to attack it,
to ftop often, in order to clofe and form again; which is a great
_ difadvantage, particularly'being near the enemy, whofe actillery
<ammét fail doing great execution. '

Tue king ordered his army to halt in the ‘plain near Slatiflunz and
Novimiefto, while he recorinoitred ‘the enemy’s -pofition ; whom,
notwrthﬁandmg the ftrength of it, he refolved to attack. The
drmy was again put in motion, and foon after the battle begun:
-of which we fhall give the different relations that were pubhfhed
By which edns the reader will be enabled to form a proper judg-
ment of this great and decifive attion. The firft is that publithed
by the court -of Viennas the fecond is that of the Pruflians; and
the laft, which is more extenfive than the others, was wrote by
o Fronch oﬂicer, who was at the Auﬁri:m army by order of his

«court.

' ‘As-foon asthe imperial and royal army quitted the camp of
e Gmtitz, on the 16¢h of Jume in the 5venmg, in ordcr to oc-
¢ cupy that which had been marked out at Krichenau, his Pru(-
“ fian tnajelty quitted likewife that of Kaufzim, and pofted his
* army on the heights behind Planian. Upon which the Auftrian
v army c}&aﬁgcd its pofition that (amie €vening, and was pofted, in
* order of battle, between two. heights, that were to the right

~ ¢ and
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¢« and left. On the 18th, in the morning, the enemy marched.

towards Planian, and halted between that place and ‘the Inn.
called Slatiflunz.: At 1 o’clock, however,. his army was put.
again in motion, in four columns.. As foon. as. his excellency.
marfhal Daun perceived that the enemy’s intention was to come:
on his right flank, he ordered the referve, and all the fecond.
line,. to march there, and form a flank to cover the right wing..
General Nadafti, with his huffars and Croats, was likewife or-.
dered ther¢ for the fame purpofe. The firft line continued in.
its firflt pofition ’till the enemy’s left wing was feen to advance,.
in feveral columns, againft: the flank and right wing of the
Auftrian army ;. then it was ordered. to‘march. on its right,,
quite’ clofe to the abovementioned flank ;. and, at two in the.
evening, it was at length formed. upon the heights.. Then the:

heavy artillery, on both fides, began to play. The enemy’s at—

tack on our right wing was {o. violent,, that it:threw the cavalry,
inte -confufion: it was, however, put again in order,. by the:

: braveﬁy. and good conduct of the generals. Serbelloni, Daun,,

Odonell, Trautmanfdorff, and Afpremont; and then they re~
pulfed the Pruffians. Notwithftanding which, the. enemy ad-
vanced on the- heights of the village of Krzeczor, ftill nearer:
our flank. As feon as they reached the village, they burnt it ;;
which was the fignal to their right wing to attack our left. At
half an hour after three they made a moft violent attack on oun
flank, and immediately after on: our-right and'left wing. Some- -

hundred men, formed in half a. fquare,. penetrated. through the
flank ; thcy were,, however,. drove back by our cavalry and the

Saxon carabineers., The enemy renewed his attacks feven dif-
ferent times ; in each of which he was repulfed ;, and. at lafh

forced to abandon us a compleat victory. Upon which the
Auftrian army took its third pefition on the heights, where it

$¢ remained
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remained all night, in order of battle; and, on the rgth, retired
to the old camp of Krichenau. During the a@ion, the king was
on a hill behind his left wing, from whence he gave his orders.
The enemy, in their retreat, burnt the villages of Brzafam and
Kutliers : their feft wing went towards the village of Welin;
and their right towards Nimburg. This battle, which lafted
from 2 o’clock ’till nine, may be reckoned among the moft re-
markable and bloody that have happened for a long time. It
was condu&ted, on bath fides, with no lefs valour than pru-
dence; ’till the Pruffians were, at length, thrown into the
greateft confufion, and forced to take a precipitate flight, by
two different ways, and in fmall divifions; as chance brought
them together. ‘Their lofs, on this occafion, may be certainly
reckoned at 20,000 men: 6500 were found dead on the ficld
of battle; and above 7000 prifoners: among which are licu-
tenant general Trefkow, major general Pannewitz, and 120 ftaff
officers ; befides 3000 deferters. We have taken 22 pair of
colours, and 45 pieces of cannon. The lofs of the Auftrian
army amounts to above 6000 men, killed, wounded, and mif-
fing. Among the firft is lieutenant general Lutzow ; apd among
the fecond were count Serbelloni, general of horfe, lieutenant
general Wolwart, and major generals prince Lobkovitz, and
Wolf. The vittory, after God, muft be afcribed to the wife
and valourous condu& of marfhal Daun.* Count Stambach, ge-
neral of horfe, who commanded the left wing, contribuged very
much to the victory, by the vigorous attack he made on the
K - ¢ enemy’s

- ® Leopold count Daun was born in 1705. He was, in tke beginning, a knight of Malta,
and colonel of his father’s regiment: in 1736 lord of the bed-chamber; in 1737 major ge-
neral, and ferved againft the Turks; in 1739 a lieutenant general; in 1740 he obtained a
regiment; in 1745 he was made a general of infantry 3 in 1748 a privy cooncillor; in 1751

commandant of Vienna; in 1753 knight of the golden fleece; and in 1754 a ficld marfhal.

He
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¢ enemy’s right. 'Lieutenant generals Kolowrat, Wolwart, Wied,
<< and Sincere ; major generals Schallenberg, Le Fevre, and Niclas
s¢ Efterhafi, diftinguifhed themfelves very much: as did general
& Nadafti,* with the Saxon light horfe, and the other troops
v under his command. The regiments that formed the referve,
¥¢ and the grenadiers, fuffered very much ; having been continu-~
¢ ally in aftion. Among the infantry, the regiment of Botta,
*¢ commanded by prince Kinfky, diftinguithed itfelf; having fired
< gll their cartridges, they however continued-in the line, with
< their bayonnets fixed, and repulfed the enemy. Among the
t cavalry, the four regiments of Savoy, Ligne, Birkenfeld, and
s« Waurtenberg, diftinguifhed themfelves in: a particular manner.
¢ Theartillery, commanded by colonel Feuerftein, was remarkably
¢ well ferved. Among ‘the volunteers, the duke of Wartenberg,
* and major general count Czernichew, lxkewlfc diftinguithed
«¢ themfelves.”

He had, in the preceding war, fhewn no lefs Bravery than prudence; and was wounded in
the battles of Grotzka and Freidberg, in 1749. He formed the, new exeicife, and eom-
pofed the inftitutions for the new nuhtary aca.demy. In 1745, having qpitted the order of
Malta, he married the countefs Fuchs, (a favourite of the emprefs) by whom he has many
<hildren. He is a middle fized man, and has the moft engaging countenance that can be
feen : is uncommonly brave, ‘and cool in alion: a degrec more of that viger animi,
would make him one of the greateft men of his age.

* General Nadafti is a Hungarian born : he ferved at firft as lieutenant colonel in Baro-
niai’s regiment of huffass ; and in 1736 colonel; in 1741 major general ; in 1744 licutenant
general; in 1753 a privy counciller; in 1754 commandant of Buda; and general of horfe ; ;
in 1756 bann of Croatia; and in 1758 4 field marfhal. He ferved in Italy, Silefia, and'
on the Rhine; and diRinguithed himfelf greatly in the paffage of that river, in the pre-
ceding war ; and by the taking ‘of Schweidnitz in 1757. To recompence his fervices, her
imperial majefty reftored him his grandfather’s eftates ; and, though a Hungarian, conferred
upon him the government.of Buda. He was married in 1745, and has feveral children.
Some difguft happened between him and the other commanders, after the battle of Lifa,
and he never appeared more in the army. :

+ Count Czernichew is a Ruffian born: he was firft an enfign in the Semonowtki life
guards ; -and in 1756 a major general. IHe is a man of great parts, which have contributed
to advar cc his fortune. At prefent he is fecretary of-war. '

LY

LY
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‘T'we Pruflians account of this battle is as follows:
¢ Immediately after the battle of Prague, colonel Putkammer,
< with his huffars, was fent to purfue the enemy; who was fol-
¢ lowed, on the gth of May, by the the prince of Bevern and
¢ goneral Zeithen, * with 20,000 men. The firft remarkable
¢ fkirmith happened at Suchdol, where the Auftrians great ma-
«¢ gazine of meal was taken. Lieutenant gemeral Ziethen, and
““ major generals Krochow and Manftein, with four battalions,
“ and 1100 horfe, were fent from the camp at ‘Kollin on_this
¢¢ expedition, They fucceeded in taking this magazine; notwith-
“¢ ftanding there was a camp of huffars and Creats; behind Such-
< dol, and the heights by St. Jobn's chapel was occupied by the
¢ Auftrians. General Nadafti fent licutenant colomnel: Ballaftiy.
¢ with Yome hundred huffars, to attack licutenant colomel Var~
¢ nery, of Putkammer’s regiment, but they were repulfed with:
< lofe: Colon¢l Werner, being fent to-obferve the Auftrians, was:
«« 'attackdd, near Krattenau, by colonels Zobel andl Lufintki, withy
“ 6oo hotfe, which he repulfed, and took 43 priforers. On the:
s sth of June, the prince of Bevern quitted his camp at Kollin,-
“t in ordet to attack general Nadafti’s corps, who was Encamged:
“¢ on -th¢ heights near St. John’s chapel;: bt this gereril made
<t no ftand, either there, or on the heights by Kank; which he
« quitted, as well as the town of Kuttenberg. We took 773 pri=:
< foriers:: ‘and: the enemy loft, killed and Wounded, above 150
: : ' k2 oo L s men:
KRy T genu-al is greatly favoured by the king. In 1740 he ferved us major of huffars,
in Silefia ; in 1741 was lieatenant colonel, and decorated with the order pour le merite; and’ -
in the fame year a tolonel, and had a regiment given him; in 1744 2 major general; in
1756 alicutenant general.  After the battle of Prague, in which he diftinguifhed himfelf,
hé was’ made kmght of the-black eagle. 'He has ‘comitionly commanded the vanguard.
After the batfle of Breflaw, hie made a fine rétreat.- In ¢ baide of Torgau he gained’
immortal glory, by occupying the heights of Saptitz, .fter the king had been forced to
quit .the field, which tore the vi®ory out of M. Daun’s hands. He is nqw above 6o
yoars old,
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men more. ‘The princé of Bevern, on this occafion, took two
magazines of forage and provifiens, at Kuttenberg and Neuhoff,
and encamped by Nefchkarziz, a village between Neuheff and
Kuttenberg. ‘This pofition forced M. Daun to quit his ftrong
camp at Czaflaw, and fall back firft to Goltzjenkau,-and after-
wards to Haber. The great number of defiles hindered us
from attacking the enemy’s rear-guard, fo that this march was
made without any {kirmifh, excepting that which happened on’
the 7th of June, at the defile of Czéirckwitz, which alarmed

-general Nadafti, who was encampetl behind Czaflaw, with his

corps reinforced by the four regiments of Saxon horfe. In the
mean while, the army under M. Daun, having been reinforced,
amounted to 60,000 men ; and it appeared, his intentions were
to march, with the greateft part of his troops, againft that part
of the king’s camp, before Prague, on the other fide of the
Moldau; and, to cover this manceuvre, to attack the prince of
Bevern with Nadafti’s corps. The prince of Bevern had only
70 fquadrons and 18 battalions, and confequently was in need of
a reinforcement. The king, therefore, having drawn his pofts
before Prague nearer together, broke up the 13th of June, and
marched with 1o battalions and 20 fquadrons, by Kofteletz, to-
wards Zafmuck. On the fame day, count Daun ordered gene-
ral Nadafti to attack prince Bevern’s fore-pofts, and at the fame
time made a motion with his whole army on the Pruffians flank,
which forced them to retire towards Kollin, and on the 14th
to Kaurzim, where the king’s corps joined them.. The 15th
and 16th were employed in recornoitring the roads towards-the
village of Wifocka, where the Auftrian army ftood ; which was
not perfeitly executed on account of the great number of the
enemy’s light troops., Four thoufand pandours and huffars
attacked a tranfport coming from Nimburg, but the efcort,

’ ¢ confifting
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confifting of 200 men, under major Billerbeck, ‘defended them-~
felves above three hours ;- and, "having received a reinforcement,’
arrived fafe at the camp with the lofs of feven men only. On

‘the 17th, as we ptopofed marching to Schwoyfitz, we perceived

the enemy’s army formed -on the heights; (in-a half fquare,
with the right wing extending towards Kuttenberg and Kollin,
and the left towards Zafmuck ;. the front was covered by a
chain of fithponds and moraffes;; We .made a motion, fo that -

¢ our right came to Kaurzim, and our I¢ft towards Nimburg
and Planian, before it. On the 18th we occupied fome hills
' before this place. - The army marched on the left, in order to

attack the enemy as foon as the neceflary difpofitions could be
made ; and our light. troops had pofted themfelves oppofite thofe:
of the enemy, who endeavoured to form on our left flank; we
drove them back beyond Kollin, as far as the heights, which
we muft neceflarily oecupy to be -able to attack the enemy’s:
right flank. Major vgcncral Hulfen,* with feven battalions,
was ordered to render himfelf mafter of them. The infantry
was to form a line to fuftain this attack, without engaging its
right, which was ordered to remain fomewhat further back.
Our grenadiers climbed up the heights, occupied a village the
enemy had abandoned, and took two batteries, each of 12 or
13 pieces behind it; and, of a fudden, our infantry, without
giving time to ftop them, advanced and attacked all the enemy’s
firt line, which hindered us from. fuftaining the attack of the
heights : four battalions would have fufficed, and the viGory
was ours. The enemy, taking advantage of this fault, ordered

: ¢« fome

* This general was major in 1740; in 1743 lieutenant colonel; in 1745 colonel; in

1754 major general, and knight of the order pour le merite; in 1756 he had a regiment;
and in 1758 was made a licutenant general. He commanded a confiderable corps in
Saxony, againft the army of the empire, with much reputation, particularly in the aétion
by Strehlen. '
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forhe infaatty .to file lichind the line, and attack our feven
battalions ; whp, thongh thej had fuffered very much in three
fucceffive attacks, and from the fire of 40 pieces of cannon,
repulfed themi' Norman’s dragoons attacked the enemy’s in-
fantry, difperfed fevéral battaliens, - tock 5 pair of colours, end
then advanced againft the Saxon carabineers, whom they beat
back and purfued .as far as:Kollin. -While our infantry was

_engaged with ‘the eniemy, it fuffered greatly from the heavy

artillery : the battalions were fult of large openings. The regi-
ment of cavalry of the prince of Pruffia took poft oppofite the -
interval between the regiments of prince Bevern and prince
Henry, in order to cover ‘the abovementioned opemngs, and
attacked an Auftrian regimént of foot: that ‘ftood over againft
them, and no doubt had pénetrated, if it had not been expofed, -

' at the fame time, to a battery charged with cartouches, which

threw them back on Bevern's régitignt.: The Auftrian éavalry
purfued them ; : whereby prince Bevern’s and prince Fenry’s
regiments- fuffered fo much; that they were’ obliged to be
ordered out of the line. TFhis produced an opéning that cut '
off our communication with the attack of the hcnghts, and we'
were forced to retire. - ‘Theé battalion of guards, on tht right,”
repulfed. four battalions, ‘and two regiments of horf¢; who at-'
tempted to furround them. Our left wing remained on the’
ground, where the enemy was pofted before the action, ’till
about g o’clock, and then retiréd. - The army marched towatds-
Nimburg without being followed at all:: Several cannon have
been left behind, the carriages being broke, and for want of
horfes. The lofs of this battle obliges us to raife the fiege of

Prague. ‘The army on the right of the Moldau marched:to-

wards Brandeifs, and joined that which came from Kollin; and:
M. Keith, with his, marched to Budyn.

Ccem

“ THE
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¢ THE I’rufﬁans account of their lofs, is 1450 men, and' 1667
# horfes,” killed, in the cavalry; 8754 ten,. killed and mrﬂ'mg,
« in’the infantry; and 3568 wounded : im ally 14,773 "The lift,
““ pubh{hed at Vlerma, of the 1ofs ‘of’ thie ‘Auftrians, is 819 rhen
“ kdled 3616 wouncfe&f in the’ mfantry, 163 men, 414 hoffes,

,,,,

“ Among the wounded were 23 ﬁaﬁ' ofﬁcers, and marfhal Dauu
¢ himfelf.”

THOUGH the two’ preccdmg accounfs,’ particuIarIy thc Iaf’c' are
very clear and ‘explicity I wilk add’ thaf fent to France, becaufc it
is impoffi ble that fo lmportant an a&mn thould be too much ex~
plained and examirted.

« Magsuar Daun, havmg received orders, on the 1ith’ of
bl June, to march to the relief of - Prague, with full powcr to a&
“as he fhould thmk moff advantagcous for the emprefs’s fervice,
“« 'quxtted.hls camp ‘the next morning, and, after a dxfﬁcult march
« of fome days, arrived on the 15th at Gintitz. His excellency
“ propofcd marchmg, the day foﬂowmg, to Kaurzim, which was
«_the moft, comn;odmus road to \Prague The king of Pguﬁia, had
se Jomed.the nnce of Bevéf'n', Wlth a conﬁdcrablg remforcement,
‘¢ the prccedmg evening 5, and as he 'had a -perfe@’ knowledge
¢ of the country, he no doubt’ believed, that, by occupying the
“ camp of Kaurzim; he would 3 very much’embarrafs marfhal Daun,
L Eﬂfc&‘lvcly, whcn the marfhai was 1nformed of it, he percen}ed:
“ very well the great inconveniency in which the king had put him
“ by taking this. pefition, while it reduced him to the neceffity of
« marg:hmjg on his’ nght, or on his left.”" It was extreamly dan-,
6 gerous and dxﬁ'icuit to march on thc Ieft, on account of the

efiles, moraﬁ'es, and woo&s ;5 and, if he ‘marched 013 his right,,
* he muft neceﬁ'arily pafs near Kaurzim, and prefent his flank,

“ to the enemy: and laftly, if;” to avoid "this,”he would march
é¢ a
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a great way about towards the right, he would be the next day

farther from Prague than at prefent; and moreover would, by
that means, afford the enemy an opportunity to take twenty
other pofitions, equally proper-to hinder him from approaching
that place; which is very eafy in this country, where advan-
tageous camps can be found on every fpot. The marfhal, feeing

‘therefore that he muft neceffarily come to an ation, in order

to deliver Prague, refolved to encamp the next morning in the
enemy’s prefence, and reduce him to the neceflity either of

attacking, or give a proper opportunity of being attacked.
Accordingly the army marched to Krichenau. On the 17th,

the marthal, being informed that the cnemy marched towards
Planian, mounted inftantly, and went. to reconnoitre their mo-
tions, in perfon. Perceiving that the king directed his march
towards the Auftrians right, he thought it neceflary to change
the poﬁtlon of his army. It was formed with Planian before
the front: the left wing was placed, in two lines of infantry,
with a great quantity of artillery, on a high hill, that ftood

.quite alone, in the plain. On the right was another hill, fome-

what Tower than the former; on this the reft of the infantry
was pofted, likewife in two lines, with two lines of cavalry

‘on their flank. At the bottom of the hill, between thefe two

heights, is a plain of about 2500 paces long ; here the marthal
put two lines of horfe, and a third in referve; becanfe, ‘as the
king was equally ftrong in cavalry, it was imagined he would
make his greateft efforts againft the ceénter, in order to cut the
army in two. His excellency ufed all the poffible precautions
to elude the king’s intention : artillery was placed on the flanks,
and before the cavalry. Thmgs continued in this fituation the
17th.  On the 18th the king ordered his army to march on the
left, along the great road that goes from Praguc to Vienna, and

‘ - ¢ he
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=< he endeavoured, continually, to come on the right flank of the

6,

<¢

imperial army. M. Daun, perceiving the king’s intentions,
ordered the corps de referve to march on the right wing, in

¢¢ order to cover the flank. Between 9 and ro c'clock in the
< morning, the head of the king’s army appeared near Slatiflunz,
¢« about a mile and a half off, where he continued.’till midday,
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in.order to give his columns time to affemble : then all was put
again in motion, and always directed their march towards the
Auftrians right flank. The marfhal, who expe¢ted this, ordered
his fecond line to march there, and clofe up with the referve.
At half an hour paft one, the head of the Pruffian columms,
both infantry and cavalry, appeared -oppofite the imperial army ;.
which was prepared ‘to receive them. The Pruffian infantry

¢ formed immediately, and advanced, in good order, to attack

the :marfhal ;; who likewife marched to meet them. About
2 o'clock, the attack, fupported by a numerous artillery, began
with fuch incredible vivacity, that an eye witnefs only can form
~a proper idea of it. The imperial army an{wered with a con-
tinual fire, both ef fmall arms, and heavy értillcry. The king
-of Pruffia had pofted fome heavy cannon on a hill, behind his
infantry, which did the imperial army much damage. This
firfk attack lafted about an hour and a half; then the fire of the
imperial army began to be fuperier to that of the Pruffians,
and forced them to quit the field of battle, that they might
reft, and put themfelves in order to renew the a&ion. This
was executed foon after; but they were repulfed, as in the firft.
Seven fucceflive attacks were made frem 2 o’clock ’till half an
hour paft fix, when the laft and moft violent was made. This
attack was general, and lafted ’till patt 7 o'clock, when the '
Pruffians were forced to give way on all fides, and retire .in
confufion. 'The marfhal fent fome infantry and cavalry to’

- L purfue
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purfue them. The carps of light troops, under general Nadagti,
followed them a great. way, and brought in. many prifoners..
The Saxon carabineers ftoad over againft fome Pruffian infantry,,
from which, as well as from the artillery, they fuffered very

much.: they defired leave to.attack them ;. which,. haying ob-.

tained, they executed it with much bravery, cut the enemy’s.
infantry to pieces, and toak feveral cannon and colours.. This.

“is what bappened un the right wing, where the battle was.

hotteft.. About two hours after the firft attack on, our right,,
that of the Pruffian army advanced againft the left of the-
Auftriags,,in order to attack it ;; which,. confidering the. ftrength:
of its pofition, ought never to. have been undertaken.. It ftood:
upon. a hilk which was. almoft impofiible to afcend,. and: whichs
was covered: with astillery that did the Ptuffians- great: damage.. .
The Pruffians right wing, being arrived at. the bottom of the:
hill, ftopped : upon- which. the Anftrians left;. feeing the ene--’

“ my did not. advance,. being defirous to attack them,, and par~-
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take of the glory of the day with the reft of the army, quitteds
their pofition, and defcended to the faot of the hill.. The:
Auftrian infantry attacked that of the Pruffians with- muchs
bravery ;: and, after an hour’s combat,. obliged. them. ta. give:
way. The Auftrian cavalry advanced likewife, in. order to.
attack that of the enemy, but thefe immediately retired to--
wards their infantry. The Auftrians were prudent enough. not:
to purfue their. advantages on this fide, for fear, of being fepa~
rated from their right wing.. In about an hour after,. the Pruf--

fians right wing attacked the Auftrians left again ;. but,, in lefs:

than half an hour, they were beat back in confufion. They:

.refumed their former pofition,. and. fired from all their artillery:

upon the Auftrians, during the whole action. While the fecond;

4 attack was made, fix battalions, commanded by count Niclas.

Eﬁerhaﬁ’,
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«¢ Efterhafi, having {hot all their cartridges, advanced againit the
¢ enemy with fixed bayonnets, and, with great bravery, forced
<« them to give way. This battle was general, and all the corps
¢ were more than once engaged, &c.”

As this remarkable ation makes a confiderable epoch in the
hiftory of the war, being the firft the king of Pruffia ever loft,
we fhall here give our refleCtions upon it, and upon the different
maneeuvres that preceded it.

REFLECTIONS on the battle of Kollin.

It has been already obferved, that the fiege of Prague, with
about 50,000 men in it, was an imprudent and dangerous enters
prize. - Sieges are attended with fo great expence, and fo much
lofs of time, and men, that they ought never to be undertaken
without the utmoft neceflity. The king of Pruffia was then in
circumftances that required fome decifive ftroke; and that as foon
as poflible; and therefore he fhould not, by any means, amufe
himfelf with fieges, which he knew would give the Auftrians
time and means to provide for their defence, whatever was the
event of that of Prague. Sieges muft never be formed, unlefs,
1. when the fortrefles are placed on the paffes which lead into the
enemy’s country, and in fuch a manner that you cannot penctrate
“till you are mafters of them; 2. when they are on your communi-
<ations, and the country does not furnifh the neceffary fubfiftence ;
3. when they are neceflary, in order to cover the magazines you
form in the country itfelf, to facilitate your operations; 4. when
they contain confiderable magazines of the enemy, and fuch as are
effentially neceffary to him; 5. when the conqueft of them is ne~
ceffarily followed by that of fome confiderabl€ diftri&, which en-
ables you to feparate your armies into winter quarters in the enemy’s

L2 ' country.
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eountry. In thefe cafes, your firft operation muft, no doubt, be
the fiege of fome fuch. place; which in all others muft be avoided..
Not ane of thefe eircumftances concurred with regard to Prague:.
it covers no effential pafs into the country, neither contained any

confiderable magazine, nor was neceflary for the king in erder to.
form one there, becaufe the country itfelf furnithed abundantly all

kind of fubfiftence; and, though it did not,, his armies could be

fupplied from Silefia, without any rifk ; for prince Gharles could

not,. if he remained at or about Prague, prevent it. If, inftead of”
befieging this town, his. majefty had feat 20,000 men, the next:
morning, after the enemy’s right wing, which,, as we have faid,,
had fled to Benefchau,. and, with the remainder, marched to Béh--
mifch Brodt againft M. Daun, it is more than probable lie would:
have deftroyed both :. they certainly could. not have retired without

lofing their artillery, baggage, &c.. and muft have fell back, with:
the utmoft expedition,, on the Danube.. Then the king was. atr
liberty to befiege Olmutz ; which wauld have. given him all Bo-

hemia ;. becaufe prince Charles muft likewife have marched. on the-
Danube,. in order to join the remainder. of the army, as he could’
not, in the fituation in which he then. was, without any magazines:
or artillery, undertake any thing himfelf :: he. could. not even ap--
proach the King at all, without expofing his army to deftruion..
His. majefty might have taken. twenty pofitions that. would” have-
covered thc.ﬁcge of Olmutz, mafked the Danube and the capital,.
and forced. prince Charles to march up to Lintz, in order to pafs:
it, and jeinr the raft of the troops. This would.Have given him:
all the time neceflary to reduce Olmutz, and even Prague itfelf,,
which would have been left.to.a common . garrifon.. His majetty,,
allured by the uncestain and vain, but flattering, hopes of taking:
50,000 men prifoners, loft fight of Daun and the right wing, and.
with it an opportunity of giving fome decifive blow.. When he:

was
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was informed of the enemy’s approach, it was ftill time to repair
the fault he had committed. He might, and ought to have raifed
the fiege: of Prague, and, with his whole forces, attack' M. Daun;
if he fucceeded, it was very probable that prince €harles, in fo
Jong a march as he muft make from Prague to the Danube, would
give an opportunity to attack him alfo; and he could fearce ap-
proach the Danube at all, while the king was with an army near
Kollin, as is.evident from the infpection: of the map.

His. majefty knew that prince Bevern narrowly efcaped being
opprefled by the fuperior forces of the enemy; How could he
think that the addition of a few battalions and fquadrons would
infure the viétory ? His whole army was fcarce: fuffieient to con-
tend with Daun, and. yet he perfifts in his firft proje&t of taking
Prague, and thereby expofed himfelf to certain deftruction, if the
enemy had done part only of what might have been eafily executed,.
as well by the garrifon. of Prague, as by M. Daun after the battle..
It is one of the moft effential qualities of a general, not to be in-
fatuated with a paffion for feme favourite and ftriking project, be-
caufe. it expofes him to many, and fometimes fatal, confequences..
It is difficult to renounce to an enterprize once embraced, becaufe:
it in fome meafure expofes one to the cenfure of want of forefight,.
or conflancy, both wery mortifying to. felf-love. - However, there:
is more glory in mending a fault,. than: to- perfevere in- it; His
majefty, confiding too much in his own fuperior talents, too little:
in thofe of his enemies, or. prefled, perhaps,.by the neceffity of his’
affairs, has been: obferved, very often, to: undertake things much
above the. means he had to. accomplith them ;- and therefore no:
wonder that many of his projecs, though-in appearance plaufible,.
wanted. {alidity,. and: confequently have not been always attended.
with. fuccefs. Being arrived at Kaurzim; and finding the enemy-
too frongly pofted to be attacked with any probability of fuccefs,

his
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his majefty might have fell back, and taken fome éther pofition,
which perhaps would have induced them to advance, and give him
an epportunity to fight upon more equal terms : if it be obje@ed
that prince Charles, informed of his abfence, would attick the
army left before Prague, it only proves he was fenfible he had ex-
pofed that ‘army to deftruion, as it depended on the enemy’s
knowing a thing, which he might have done by. a thoufand rheans.
When he refolved to occupy the heights on the right flank of the
enemy, he ought not furely to have marched at broad day, becaufe
they muft neceflarily perceive his intention, and in tirhe to make
their difpofitions accordingly, as it happened. Poflibly if the king
had fent in the evening a great corps of cavalty, which he could
{pare in-that mountainous country, towards the enemy’s left flank,
it would have drawn their attention that way; and given him ,an
opportunity to march unobferved in the night; and occupy the
height of Chotzemitz: the attempting it by day made it impof-
fible from the firft inftant. His majefty in marching formed a por-
tion of a circle; the enemy marched on the Chord, and therefore
could with eafe bring more men into ation; at any one point of
attack, and in lefs time, than he could do, though the armies had
been equal, which muft be decifive; as his majefty was in propor-
tion much ftronger in cavalry than in infantry, he ought no doubt
to have chofen the moft convenient groupd on the enemy’s front for
that {pecies of troops; and, as he had given them an opportunity
to reinforce their right, and its flank, where they had brought two
thirds of their army, he ought to have refafed both his wings, and
make an effort with his cavalry, fuftained by infantry and artilfery,
on the center, between Chotzemitz and Brzift, where the enemy
had only cavalry ; and therefore moft probably would have been
forced to give way, and their two wings, being thus feparated, ea-
fily defeated ; whereas, by perfifting to attack their right, he could

. bring
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bring only his infantry to a&ion, the ground being very improper
for cavalry, as well on account of the ravins and woods, as of the
villages before the enemy’s front. Having refolved to attack this
wing, his majefty thould have brought here all his infantry, leav-
ing only a line of horfe on his right, which would have be¢n fuf-
ficient, as the enemy’s left could never quit their advantageous po-
fition and defcend into the plain. This would have enabled him.
to fuftain his vanguard praperly, and at a convenient diftance;.
whereas he left it expofed, and quite in the air, his line being
too far back: the more fuccefsful his vanguard was, the more cer-
tain to be deftroyed, becaufe the more they advanced, the more
they expofed themfelves to be attacked on all fides, as it really
happened : for, having pierced the firft line of the enemy, and at-
tacked the flank of the fecond,. they found themftlves engaged.
with the greateft part of the army in front; and the whole referve,.
compofed of infantry and cavalry, on their flank; and at the fame:
time expofed to the fire of a very numerous and well ferved ar--
tillery : and, being fo far advanced that: they could not be fuftained:
by the line, were obliged to give way. If they had been properly
fupported, and a body of troops fent on their flank, oppofite the
enemy’s referve, to keep it in awe, the battle was won: - the ene~
my’s line was already broke, and had no convenient. ground. behind.
to take a new pofition upon ;. fo that the- whole army would have:
been taken in flank ; nor could the referve quit its pofition to:
attack this vanguard in flank, without prefenting their own, and:
lofing the advantage of their fituation. But,.as thefe difpofitions:
were not made, - the enemy’s referve, without any ritk, quitted its.
poft, and took the king’s vanguard in flank, which,, as has been.
faid, being unfupported by any other: troops, was forced to give
way, and the battle was loft. The general faults therefore of the:
king’s difpofition, before, and during the aéhon, were, I.to have:
manceuvred:
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-manceuvred’ by day, which gave the enemy -time to change their .
pofition, according to their circumftances; 2. to have formed an
attack where he could not conveniently combine the different
{pecies of arms ; whereas the enemy had both infantry and cavalry, -
with a great quantity of artillery, to fuftain the point attacked;
3. to have let general Hulfen advance fo far, that he could net be
fupported by the line; and, 4. to have attacked with too httlc .
infantry, canfidering the nature of the ground.

As to the condu@ of M. Daun, it appears uniform, and founded
upon reafonable principles: after the battle of Prague, it was very
judicious ; he retired before the duke of Bevern, though ftronger
than him from the beginning, as well to give his men time to
recollect vthcmfclvcs., as to be able to receive the reinforcements he
expected. Thefe being arrived, his condu¢t changes according to
the circumftances; he is now as vigorous and active, as he feemed
before flow and dilatory. His march was calculated to cut off the |
prince of Bevern, before he could jain the army at Prague, or be
reinforced by it; and, though this proje& did not fucceed, it was
certainly well laid. His condu&, during the action,-appears no
lefs prudent. = The enemy made no fault of which he did not take
advantage : one only he himfelf feems to have committed, which
was to have kept his line too far back : this gave Hulfen an op-
portunity of taking the villages, before the front, from between
them and the front, and then penetrate through the line, which
would certainly -have occafioned the lofs of the battle, had he been
properly fupported. Whenever your line is placed behind vil-
lages, it muft be at a proper diftance to fuftain them, otherwife
they, being taken, will be of great prejidice to you, and advan-
tage to the enemy, whofe motions are covered and fuftained by
them; whereas, if you f{uftain them properly, he cannot poffibly take
them, nor advance, lcavmg them behind ; becaufe not only thcy i

: * break
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break his line and throw it into fome degreé of confufion, which

favourable opportunity, if improved, will neceflarily be attended

with a defeat, and alfo expofe it to be taken in flank by the troops
pofted in them. The pofieflion therefore of villages, provided™
thc'y are at a proper diftance to be fuftained, is one of the moft

advantageous circumftances that can occur in a field of battle; but

all thefe advantages are loft, and turn againft you, if you do not

fuftain them. They are fo very-advantageous that I would never

advife any general to attack them, if he fees they will be fuftained,

but rather mafk them, and put them on fire with haubitz, and

choofe fome other point of attack, which, though in appearance

lefs proper, will, generally fpeaking, fucceed better.* If the mar-

thal had marched the 19th with his whole army towards Prague,

it is probable that of the king, before that place, would have been

- deftroyed. In war a general muft think he has done nothing,

while fomething remains unfinithed; he ought to confider all his

fuccefles as means only that lead to greater, but never make an

epoch of them, or paufe to meditate, while in the full career of

victory and glory. '

O~ the 19th his majefty quitted the army, which had fought
at Kollin, and went to Prague, in order to raife the fiege :
* this was executed the day following without any lofs worth
mentioning ; that part of the army which was on the right of

the Moldau, marched down that fide as far as Leutmeritz,
M while

® We have a fine example of this given by the famous Marlborough, at the battle of
Hockftedt ; he had attacked feveral times the village of Oberklaw, but was each time re-
pulfed with great lofs ; his lordfhip, very judicioufly having left a body of infantry to mafk
the village, advanced, and broke the enemy’s line, which got the battle. The French
bad garnithed all the villages before their front, particularly Oberklaw and Plentheim,
with a pradigious quantity of infantry, expefing that the generals of the allies would at-
tack them, and by no means prefume to advance and leave them behind; but they were
difappointed, beat, and loft all their infantry pofted in the villages.
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while that under M. Keith took the road of Welwarn and
Budyn, where he pafled the Egra, and went to encamp between
Libofchowitz and Lowofitz, oppofite the king’s divifion; fo that
- the whole formed only one army, feparated by the Elbe, over
which they had the neceflary communications, and could eafily be
on ejther fide, according as circumftances might require. With
the remainder of his forces his majefty had formed another con-
fiderable army, amounting to above 30,000 men, under the
command of the prince of Pruffia, who took poft about Bdh-
mifch Leipa. By this means it was thought they could effectu-
ally cover Saxony and Lufatia, and keep open the communication
through this laft province with Silefia : for, if the enemy marched
down the left of the Elbe, and attempted to penetrate into Saxony,
hy the way of Auflig, the king could, with his army encamped about
Leutmeritz, pafs the river, and take fuch pofitions between Lowo-
fitz and Auflig, as would effectually put a flop to their progrefs ;
and, if they directed their fleps towards Lufatia, the prince’s army
could eafily take fome advantageous camp in that mountainous
country, which would enable him, though inferior, to oppofe
them with fuccefs, at leaft till the kmg had time to make fome
~ manceuvre in his favour.

WhiLe his majefty was thus occupied in making difpofitions
to continue in Bohemia as long as poflible, the Auftrians were no
lefs a&ive in forming their plan to drive him out of it. This
could be accomplifhed in three different ways: the firft was to fol-
tow M. Keith down the left of the Elbe, and endeavour to pene-
trate into Saxony, the conqueft of which would open the way to
carry the war into Brandeburg, and probably furnith fome op-
portunity to put a happy end to it; and the more fo, as the Ruf-
fians ahd Swedes would be at hand to a& in concert, and confe-
quently with more vigour: the fecond method propofed, was to

leave
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leave an army to obferve the enemy, and to féend the remainder
into Silefia, either to befiege Neifs or Schweidnitz, which, it was
imagined, would force the enemy to quit Bohemia, in order to
cover thefe important places, on which the prefervation of Silefia
feems very much to depend : the third and laft method that of-
fered, was to keep the army together, and march towards Lufatia,
which would force the enemy to retire, or come to an aion: and,
as this.laft was moft probable, from the known chara@er of the
king, it would be advifeable to have the whole army united, rather
than féparate it, to undertake many things at once, and fo expofe
it to be beat in detail.. This plan was preferred to the others:
accordingly, the whole Auftrian army paffed the Elbe on the rft -
of July, and encamped at Liffau, which the enemy had quitted
the 26th of laft month, and marched fucceflively to Jungbuntzlaw
and Tf{cheditz, on the right of the Ifer. .

Prince Charles fent general Nadafti, with a confiderable corps,
likewife on the right of that river, as well to obferve the enemy’s
" motions at Leutmeritz, as to cover the march of the army to-
wards Jungbuntzlaw. General Morocz was fent alfo, with a ftrong
body, on the left of the Ifer, to obferve the prince of Pruffia’s
motions, and to prepare every thing for the march of the main
- army. The firft of thefe corps having tzken poft at Michno, be-
tween the prince’s army and that of the king, while the other
paffed the Ifer at Bakehofen, on the prince’s left flank, his royal
highnefs thought it full time to quit Tfcheditz; and, as thefe
two corps were continually on his flanks, he found it neceflary to
fall back fucceflively to Hirfchberg, Neufchlofs, and Leipa; from
whence he fent general Putkammer, with four battalions and oo
huffars, to occupy Gabel, that he might fecure that important
pafs which leads into Lufatia. , .

M2 .. In
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Ix the mean time the Auftrians grand army advanced with flow,
but cautious and fure fteps, to Munchengratz, and from thence to
Hunnerwafler. The enexpy’s pofition at Leipa, covered with the
Poltz, was thought too ftrong to be attacked; it was therefore re-
folved to turn his left flank and attack Gabel, which would ne-
ceflarily force him to retire, and at the fame time open a furs way
into Lufatia. Accordingly, general Macquire, with a confiderablg
detachment, fuftained by the vanguard, was fent on this expedi-
tion. The army advanced to Nimes, in order to cover it.. The
place was taken the 15th, after a defence of thirty-fix hours, and
the army immediately paffed the Poltz. All thefe manceuvres
forced the prince of Pruffia to quit Leipa; and having, with Ga-
bel, loft the neareft communication with Zittau, where he had a
ftrong garrifon, and a very confiderable magazine of every kind,
he was obliged to make feveral forced and difficult marches by
Kamrentz, Georgenthal, Kreywitz, Rumburg, and Unterhennerft
dorf, in order, if poffible, to anticipate the enemy; but he was dif-
appointed; for, on the taking of Gabel, they had dire@®ed their
march to Zittau, where they arrived the 19th, and were then
bombarding the town with the moft unrelenting fury. They had
however neglected to inveft it entirely ; the prince feized this fa-
vourable opportunity, approached the place with his army, and
having, during the preceding night, withdrawn the greateft part
of the ftores, baggage, &c. on the 23d he retired,. by Lébau, to-
wards Bautzen, without any other lofs than that of colonel Diereck,
and about 200 men, who-ftill endeavoured to defend themfelves in
that general conflagration, which' confumed one of the moft po-
pulouns and rich cities of Germany:

‘Tne Auftrians having thus drove a' confiderable part of the
enemy’s forces out of Bohemia, and fecured their communica-
tiona with that country, by occupying Zittau: and: Gabel, they

: ‘ | refolved



',in, GerMANY, . 1757. 8y

refolved to advance farther into Lufatia, and.endeavour to cut off
the enemy intirely from Silefia.  Accordingly, the grand army
marched the 25th from Zittau to Eckartfberg ; from whence feve-
ral detachments were fent on the left, to obferve the motions of
the enemy; and on the right, down the Neifs, in order to fecure
the pafles into Silefia. A {mall corps of light troops, commanded
by colonel Janus, had already penetrated into-that country by the
way of Trautenau ; but it was too inconfiderable to undertake any
thing of confequence.

His royal highnefs prince Charles refolved to continue in the
neighbourhood of Zittau until the enemy quitted the frontiers and
fell back into Saxony; which he knew they would foon be forced to
do, in order to oppofe the combined army, that was then forming in
the empire, and preparing to march towards the Saala and Leipfig.
While thefe things paffed between prince Charles and the prince

of Pruffia, the king, with near 40,000 ‘men, remained at Leut-

meritz in great tranquility, as if he had been no ways concerned
in the event. At length, however, the taking of Zittau roufed
him from his lethargy, and fhewed him the unfavourable fituation
of his affairs, which ‘nothing but {upérior conduct and attivity
could reinftate. On entering Bohen’iia,, at the begmmng of the
campaign, Silefia had been left without any troops, excepting fome
weak garrifons to cover it. The enemy had takerr fuch a pofition
as made it difficult to fend any fuccours there ;" they could, there-
fore, enter that country, and perhaps take fome place of confe-
quence before it could poffibly be relieved.

To remedy thefe evils, his majefty qmtted Lqutmerxtz the zoth,
and marched fucceflively to Pirna, where he paﬂ"cd the Elbe, Bif-
chofffwerda, -and Bautzen, where he arrived the zgth and joined
the army commanded by the prince of Pruffia, who retired, ands

mever appeared more in the field, and died foon after..
' . | ' - From
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From hence his majefty marched to Weiflenberg, and there
waited 'till the arrival of marfhal Keith; who, having left a fmall
corps to protect Saxony, followed with the remainder, and joined
him in the beginning of Auguft. Having thus affembled a very
confiderable army, he refolved to open the communication with
Silefia; and, if poffible, bring the enemy to an action; which
might, if fuccefsful, retrieve his affairs. '

WiTH thefe views, his majefty quitted Weiffenberg on the 1 5th,
and marched to Oftritz. His vanguard took general Beck’s bag-
gage at Bernftadtel; and fome of the light troops, puthing on to
Oftritz, they there furprized general Nadafti, at table; who, with
the utmoft difficulty, found means to efcape. All his equipage
was taken: fome letters were found in it that indicated a defign
to betray Drefden to the Auftrians. This ferved as a pretext to
treat the qucen of Poland with fome hardfhip. On the 16th he
advanced within cannon fhot of the ¢nemy, in order to give them
battle; but he found them fo advantageoufly pofted, that he did
not think it prudent to attack them. However, he continued here
till the 20th ; and then, finding they would not quit their pofition,
returned to his former camp behind Oftritz. Though his majefty
had not been able to execute his plan intirely, he had gained an
important point by opening a communication with Silefia; which
he refolved to keep fo, if poffible, that his forces might a& in
concert, at leaft, if not united. He left, therefore, in this neigh-
. bourhood, a confiderable part of his army, under the command
of the prince of Bev¢rn; and, with the remainder, returned to
Drefden, in orde;;.}fb" march againft the combined army, which
was advancing towards Saxony.

BEFORE we proceed to give an account of the ulterior operations
of the refpective armies, we think it may be ufeful to examine thofe
which happened after the fiege of Prague. In the defcription we

. have
t
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have given of this country, it appears, there are three roads that
go out of it into Lufatia: the firft, near the Elbe, goes by Leipa,
Kamentz, and Rumburg, towards Bautzen ; the fecond, along the
Ifer, by Munchengratz, and Gabel, towards Zittau; the third,

by Reichenberg, and Friedland, towards Lauban: all which are
intercepted by many and great defiles, efpecially the firft and laft,

where a corps, compofed of a few battalions, would fuffice to ftop
an army. The plan, formed by the Auftrians, to ac on the right
of the Elbe, preferable to the left, was certainly well advifed ;
becaufe they could, with greater facility, drive the enemy out of
Bohemia, than if they attempted it on the other fide, where he
could: take many pofitions between Lowofitz and Pirna, from
whence they could not force him by any direct motion ; and, if
they endeavoured to get on. h1s flanks, it would be attended thh
lofs of time, and perhaps would fail in the executlon This plan
was attended with another great advantage, that, in forcing the
enemy to retire qut of Boliemia, by gaining his left flank, they
cut him off from Silefia, and opcned a fure way into it for them-
felves.

As foon as the army paﬂed the Elbe, a-large corps, under Na-
dafti, was fent to obferve the king; and another between that.and
the prince of Pruffia’s arm)". Thefe two corps were fo ftrong,
that when united they formed a fmall army, and could with fafety
k;cp clofe to the enemy, and render the communication between
their two armies very precarious. A third was fent on the prince’s
left flank ; and, within a march of thefe different corps, the main
army advanced under prince Charles. By this admirable difpofition
he could fuftain them, if neceffary ; and they had a fure retreat by
falling back on his army : he was covered by them ; and, keeping
on the left of the Ifer, could not be forced to fight againft his will.

His meafures were 'fo well taken, and executed with fo much
vigour
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vigour and prudence, that in 20 days he forced the enemy t;/

abandon Bohemla with great lofs, and cut oﬁ' his communicatio
with Silefia. «

Ir, after the taking of Zittau, his royal highnefs had marched

to Stromberg,” bcyond Lébau, or to Reichenbach, or, laftly, to

Jauernick, with a ftrong corps on the Landfcron, and the light

troops in the woods behind Lobau, the enemy could never have
opened a communication with Silefia. The pofition of Kleinfchénau
was too far back, and left the road between Bautzen and Gérlitz
open; fo that the king could always enter Silefia without any op-
pofition, The method, purfued by prince Charles, of ating with
firong corps, rather than with the whole army, is attended with
infinite advantages: 1. it facilitates the means of fubfifting, whxch,
in every country, is difficult, when ‘the army is very numcrous,

2. it enables you to engage every day ‘e tﬁ‘fportant combat; -
without bringing affairs to a decifion’; 3. ‘they revive ‘he fpirits

of the foldiers, whom former misfortunes have rendered timid;
4. by taking poft on the enemy’s flanks you force him to quit

every camp, however ftrong, and confequently to abandon the
whole country.  All which truths are deduced clearly from the

condu& of prince Charles on this occafion.
* THAT of the king does not, on the whole, appear in the fame

favourable light. His activity in raifing the fiege of Prague is

...-imuch to be commended; the leaft delay would have been fatal to

,,,,,

himm: his dividing the army into feveral ftrong corps, after the
battle of Kollin, very much facilitated the retreat. Thefe pre-
fented fo many objects to the enemy, that he could not immedi-

ately determine which was moft worthy his attention; nor could .

he undertake any thing againft them ’till he had afcertained their
number, fpecies, and pofition : in the mean time they retired with
tranquility and fafety. From the king’s conduct, on this occafion,

’ may
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.may be deduced a general rule for retreating after an ation loft.
That an army retreating muft be divided into as many ftrong corps
as the nature of the country will admit of ; becaufe, in this cafe,
~the enemy can do you no very effential damage: if he feparates
his army likewife into many corps, neither of them-will be ftrong
enough to undertake any thing of confequence; even, if they keep
too clofe, ‘they may reccive fome confiderable check. Another
‘advantage, arifing from this method .of retiring, is, that the ene-
" my cannot intercept any one of your corps; becaufe he can neither
puth between them, nor.go fo far about as to come before them,
without expofing his own troops to be hemmed in between your
different corps. If he follows you with his whole army, one only
divifion can be in danger, which may be eafily avoided by forming
a ftrong rear-guard, who will get time for the remainder to march
off in fafety; and the more fo, as a fmall corps marches much
more lightly than an army. Care muft be taken not to engage the
whole corps; becaufe, if the enemy is near, and acts with vigour,
it will be loft intirely. ‘

WHEN prince Charles paffed the Elbe, it was evident he pro-
pofed to advance towards Lufatia, confequently the king fhould
have left M. Keith, with a few battalions and fquadrons, in the
mountains between Lowofitz and Pirna, to cover Saxony, againit
‘the enemy’s light troops, and with the remainder have taken a
pofition behind the Poltz, about Leipa or Nimes, with a ftrong
corps on his left, towards Liebenau, and another finaller on his
right, between him and the Elbe, on the road to Rumburg. This
would have made it impoffible for the enemy to advance one fiep
‘till they had diflodged him : they could not think of entering
-thofe great defiles, through which the road leading to Rumburg
- - pafles, having a corps, as I fuppofe, in front, and the whole army
on their flank and rear; nor could they enter thofe of Liebenau

N v and

~
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and Reichienberg on his left, for the fame reafons : they muft com-
fequently either force him to retire, or ftop fhert. It was flill
more improbable that they would feparate thieir army and fend a.
confiderable part of it to make an efficacious diverfion in Silefia.
Such is the firength of this country, and fo many good camps to.
Be found in it, that, if the prince of Pruffia, even with his army,,
‘had taken the road of Gabel and Zittau,. inftead of that of Rumburg,
it is probable he might have ftopped prince Charles, for fome time-
at leaft. The enemy did not choofe to venture between his right
flank and the king’s army, and they.could not eafily take a pofition-
‘on his left, that could. force him to quit Gabel and Zittau, if he-
had taken his camp orr the meuntains between thefe two places,.
which he ought to have done, rather than take the road of Rum-
burg, by which he loft them both, and his communication.with.
Silefia. When the enemy arrived at Hunnerwaffer, Why did not.
the king march inftantly from Gaftorff, and. come on their flank
and rear,. while the prince his brother attacked them in front?
Nothing in the world could hinder them from a&ing in cancert..
‘This; however, and many other favourable opportunities,. which.
the enemy gave him, were loft. His majefty continued, as we:
have faid, all this while, near Leutmeritz, in perfe@ tranquility..
THE prince’s army was, ne doubt, too weak to withftand the:
efforts of the enemy, who were more than double his-number;;
yet we think he might have taken fuch camps.as would. have ftop--
ped them. When a general has the: misfortune to command an:
army that is much inferior. to that of the enemy, he mutt certainly.
retire before them, if they fend.very ftrong corps on his flanks, as.
well becaufe his fubfiftance becomes precarious, as.becaufe they:
may, by a judicious ufe of thefe: corps,. attack him with united:
forces in frent and rear, and intirely defeat him, particularly if the:

country has many defiles. A general, in fuch circumftances, has.
but
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but one way to extricate himfelf; which is, to attack, with his
whole forces, whatever corps may be fent oa his flank : if he fuc-
ceeds, once or twice, the enemy will fcarce attempt a third time.
'The prince, having negleted to do this, was, as we have faid,
forced to retire from camp to-camp, and at length to abandon the
whole country. .

- DorING thefe ¢ranfadtions in Bohemia, the army of the empire,
confifting of 32 fquadrons, 32 battalions, 23-companies of grena-
diers, 2 regiments of huffars, and 52 pieces of cannon, commanded
by the prince of Hildburgthaufen, affembled in the circle of Fran-
conia, in the month of Auguft. Thefe were to be reinforced by
30,000 French, under the command of prince Soubife, who had
heen for fome time on the Main. Accordingly, they united at
Erfurth on the 21t of Auguft, and afflumed the title of the com-
bined army; the object of which, was, to drive the Pruffians out
of Saxony. This, it was thought, could be executed without any
confiderable difficulty. The country was in fome meafure defence-
lefs, there being nothing to guard it but fome few weak garrifons,
which, though united, could form but an inconfiderable corps,
incapable of keeping the field againft fuch fuperior forces; and,
being thus feparated, were ftill lefs capable of making any effeGtual’
refiftance.  The king, being wholly ‘taken up in obferving the
Auftrians, had not, 'as they imagined, either time or means to
come and oppofe their operations.

. For thefe reafons, it was refolved to march down the Saala and
begin the campaign with the fiege of Leipfig, preferable to any
other enterprize, becaufe they would be at hand to receive all kind
of fuccours from Kichlieu's army, now intirely at liberty by the
convention of Clofterfeven, and moreover could, in cafe of fuc-
cefs, take their winter quarters in this part of Saxony, and the
next campaign proceed to the intire conqueﬁ of it, and of Magde-
burg and Brandcburg | ,

N 2 THE
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Tue king knew perfe@ly well, that, if the progrefs of the com=
bined army,. and that of M. Richlieu, was not immediately ftop-
ped, they would foon be on the Elbe; the confequence of which
mutft be fatal to him. Having, therefore, left an army of 40 bat~
talions and 70 fquadrons, under the prince of Bevern, to defend:
Silefia, he quitted Bernftadtel the 2 5th of Auguft, and marched to
Drefden, where he affembled an army, and proceeded without de-
lay to the Saala. On the 12th of September he arrived at Erfurth,.
which the enemy abandoned on his approach, and retired to. Eife-
nach. His majefty followed them, intending to give them battle,.
but he found them fo advantageoufly pofted, that he did not think.
it advifeable to attack them; and, feeing they declined coming to:
an action as much as poffible;, he refolved to fall back on the Saala,
as well to. make his army fubfift with more eafe, as to be at hand'
to fuftain a detachment which: he propofed fending under prince:
Ferdinand, to cover Halberftadt and the neighbouring countsy,.
againft the incusfions of the light troops, which infefted them
daily from Richlieu’s: army; and another, under prince Maurice, .
‘hetween the Moldau and the Elbe, to cover that part of Saxony-
and Brandeburg. Accordingly, he retired firft to Buttelftadt, and:
from thence to Naumburg, where he arrived the 13th.of O&ober..
This retreat enceuraged the combined. army to advance;. they re-~.
fumed their former pofition. at Erfurth, where general St. Germain:
was pofted, with a con{idcrable detachment,, to. obferve the king’s;
motions, and cover the remainder of the army, who,. not being-
able to fupport the cold, were put into.quarters of cantonment..

Prince Charles, fecing the enemy’s. forces. thus feparated at an
immenfe diftance, and the road into Brandeburg quite open, refol~
. ved to fend a confiderable detachment to Berlin ; and, to-cover this
expedition, another great corps, under general Marfhal, was fent.
upan the Elfter.  His royal highnefs propofed, by this enterprize;

: o
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to rdife the credit of his arms, which the taking of the enemy’s
capital could not fail to do; to make a diverfion in favour of the
combined army, becaufe it was not doubted but the king would
quit Saxony for fome time, and haften to the fuccour of his refi-
dence; and laftly, to oblige the prince of Bevern to make fome
conﬁderablc detachment, which would facilitate the means to drive
him out of his prefent advantageous pofition.

AccorpINGLY, general Haddick, with about 4000 men, was
fent to Berlin; which he took, and ranfomed, and then retired
hehind the Spree with fafety and honour.

Prince Maurice, who, as hath been faid, had been detached
towards the Elbe, was on his march there when he was informed
of the enemy’s enterprize againft Berlin; he immediately paffed
that river, and direted his march towards Berlin, in hopes ftill to
anticipate the enemy, or at leaft intercept him in his retreat; but,
on his arrival at Schwelinz, advice was brought that Haddick had
“been at Berlin, and, having ranfomed it, was retired into Lufatia.

- THE king, having been informed of this enterprize againft his
capital, and believing at firft that the enemy had concerted fome
folid plan with. the Swedes, who were likewife advancing that
* way, thought it neceflary to go and defeat their defigns in perfon.
For which purpofe, having left ahout 6coo or 7000 men, under
M. Keith, to guard the Saala, and obferve the combined army,
he quitted Leipfig on the 16th of O¢tober, and on the 20th arrived
at Annaberg, on the right of the Elbe, where he was informed of
Haddick’s retreat. Upon which he ordered prince Maurice to re-
fume his pofition between the Elbe and the Moaldau, and with part
of the troops returned to Leipfig.

THE generals of the combined army, now rcmforced by a very
ﬁrong corps, commanded by the duke of Broglio, refolved to feize:
this favourable opportunity which the king’s abfence afforded them,

and:
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and once more penetrate into Saxony : accordingly, they put their-

troops in motion, paflfed the Saala on the 25th, and on the 27th
had their head quarters at Weiflenfels. From hence count de Mailly
was fent to fummon Leipfig, which M. Keith refufed to furrender.
Things were in this fituation, when the king arrived with about
10,000 men; and, being joined by the corps under M. Keith, and
prince Ferdinand, an army of 22,000 men was aflembled, w1th
which he refolved to march againft the enemy.

THouGH the combined army was much fuperior to that of the
king, it was thought prudent to decline coming to an action, with
the Saala behind them; and probably they meant to concert fome
new plan with M. Richlieu, now intirely difengaged. Accordingly,
the whole army repaffed that river on the 29th; 4 battalions, and
18 companies of grenadiers, were left to defend Weiffenfels; and
14 battalions, with fome cavalry, under the command of the duke
of Broglio, were fent to occupy Merfeburg; which thews they
then propofed defending the banks of the Saala. ,

Tue king quitted Leipfig on the joth, and arrived the day fol-
lowing at Weiffenfels, which he ordered to be attacked inftantly;
and, after fome refiftance, took it {word in hand. The enemy,
‘having for the moft part paffed the river, put fire to the bridge,
which intercepted fome of them, who were made prifoners. Their
army was divided into two parts: the one, commanded by the
prince of Hildburgfhaufen, remained oppofite to Weiflenfels s and
the other, under prince Soubife, approached Merfeburg, to fuftain

M. Broglio, or cover his retreat, in cafe it fhould be thought con-’

venient to abandon that place.

His majefty knew, that, while the enemy had fuch ‘confiderable
forces on the frontiers of Magdeburg and Saxony, he could not
think of feparating his army, to put the troops in winter quarters
when the feafon required it, even fuppofing he could keep the

’ whole
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‘whale in that country : it was therefore refolved to give the com-
.bined army battle, and, if they declined it, drive them fo far back
.that they could not refume their operations, at leaft for this cam-
paign.  Accordingly, bridges were thrown over the Saala, at
Weiflenfels, Merfeburg, and Halle, where the army pafied in
‘three columns, and aflembled, the 2d of November, near the vil-
Jage of Rofbach, asin A. A. The enemy, having abandoned the:
defign of defending the banks of the Saala, quitted Merfeburg,.
-and united their whole forces in B. B. The king examined their
:pofition the 3d, and refolved to attack them the next morning.
Accordingly, he advanced at the head of his cavalry, in order to:
~ occupy thofe pofts which fhould be found moft proper to cover the:

-infantry, and at the fame time form his difpofitions for the attack..
Being arrived in D. D. he perceived they had, in the: preceding
- amight, changed their pofition,. and taken another in €. C. which
appeared too ftrong to be attacked : ‘upon which the army was or—
dered to march on the left, and encamp in E. E. with the left at
Rofbach, the center at Schartau, and the right t.owards Bedra,
-with the cavalry in the third line..

Tue commanders of the combined army attributed this retro--
-grade motion of the king to fear.. This, and the great force of their-
army, elated their courage in fuch a manner, that they refolved to-
attack him next morning, and fo finith the campaign ; the fatigues.
of which their troops fecmed no longer able or willing to endure..
~ The king’s right and center were deemed too well pofted to be:
.attacked with fuccefs, confequently they propofed attacking the
Ieft on the flank and rear; and at the fame time ggneral St. Ger-
-main was ordered to take poft, with a confiderable corps, in N. N.
-as well to amufe the enemy, as to cover the march of the army:
at 11 o’clock it was put in motion, in three columns; the van-
-guard was compofed of Auftrian and imperial cavalry,. followed by

: tae.
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the French and imperial infantry ; the whole was clofed by the
French horfe. Being arrived on the hill, oppofite the enemy’s
left flank, they halted, and ordered the French horfe to a.dvance,
and join the reft of the cavalry at the head. :

AsouT 1 O'clock the king was informed that they were in
march on his left flank; but, not being able as yet to difcover
their intentions, he remained quict for the prefent, and obferved
them. At 2 o'clock he pefccivcd they had paffed his flank, and
continued marching towards Merfeburg; upon which he ordered
his cavalry and artillery to march on the left, behind the hills, and
occupy that near Lunftadt and Reichertfwerben, while the infantry
fcllowed in all hafte.

Tue generals of the combined army, feeing the enemy quit their
camp with an appearance of precipitation, thought they were re-
tiring ; which feemed the more probable, as they could not difco-
ver any thing of the march, being covered bty the hills. Anxious
left the enemy efcaped, and they lofe the fruits of their fine difpo~
fiticns, they advanced in great hafte with their cavalry, followed,
at a confiderable diftance, by their infantry, hoping to overtake the
rear-guard, and, by attacking it with vigour, either deftroy it, or
force the enemy to a general action. Being arrived near Reichertf-
werben, fome of the enemy’s horfe appeared on the heights behind
the village ; they continued, however, to advance, thinking they
were only pofted there to gain time, and cover the retreat. This
illufion foon vanithed; all the Pruffian horfe was then forming,
under the protection of fome heavy artillery, pofted on the hill,
which did great execution, and contributed effentially to the fuc-’
cefs of the battle. As foon as they were formed, his majefty or-
dered them to attack that of the enemy; this they executed with
premptitude and vigour, broke them, and drove them back in

confufien to the village of Bufendorff, where they attempted to
rally;
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rally ; -but the Pruffians renewed their attack, without giving them
time-to execute it, broke them again, and fo effectually, that they
quitted the field. In the mean time the generals of the combined
army endeavoured to form their mfantry 5 but the king, who had
as yet fix or eight battalions only come up, ordered them inftantly
to advance, and attack the enemy, while they were occupied in.
forming the line. This was immediately executed; and, being
fupported by the cavalry ard artillery, they eafily broke thofe
few troops which had formed at the head of the columns, and
drove them back in confufion,

Prince Soubife, however, did not give up the affair as loﬁ
the referve, confifting of five regiments of cavalry, was ordered
to advance and fuftain the infantry, in order to form'the line, if
poffible. Thefe were inftantly attacked, broke, and drove off the
field; upon which the infantry, unfupported by its own cavalry,
taken in flank by that of the enemy, and moreover expofed to a
heavy fire of the artillery and {mall arms, were unable to keep their
ground, much lefs form a line forwards: they attempted once more
to form it behind, between the village of Bufendorff and the
Luftfchiff, under the prote@ion.of fome French cavalry; but thefe
being over-powered, and forced ta retire, after a vigorous combat, -
the infantry was likewife obliged to quit the field with ptccxpx-
tation,  Count St. Germain covered the retreat.

Tuus ended the battle of Roibach; where 22,000 men, con-"'
dued with prudence and vigour, defeated above 50,000, with the'
inconfiderable lofs of about 300 men, killed and wounded; whereas*

. that of the combimed army amounted to about 8oo killed, and
6000 prifoners, including 11 generals and 300 officers, together *
with 72 pieces of cannon, and other military trophies. Many re-*
lations of this battle were publithed by autherity : that of Vienna-*
is too general, and gives a very imperfect idea of it; we fhall, »
therefore, omit it, and give that of Berlin, and another wrote by an
o 6] officer
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dfficer in the combined army; Which, with what we have faid o
the {ubje@, will enable the reader to form a proper _]udgmcnt of
this extraordinary tranfaction.

- Tue Pruffians account of the battle is as follows :

" ¢¢ In'the beginning of September, the army of the empire; and
« the corps commanded by prince Soubife,. affembled at Erfurth,,
<t intending to penetrate into Saxony, and render themfelves mafters:
¢ of the Elbe: upon which part of the Pruffian army marched;
« towards Naumburg. Our light troops had a fkirmith with thofe-
« of the enemy, .over which they gained a confiderable advantage.-
“ The army pafled the Sasla, and advaneed as far as Buttelftedt.,
¢ About this time the convention of Bremerforde; between thes
¢¢ French and Hanoverians, was, made, asid: a ftzong corps from the
« duke of Richliew’s army entered the principality of Halberftadt:.
¢ prince Ferdinand of Brun{wic was fent there; he foon delivered:
«¢ the country from the French, of whom he took 20 officers and:
¢ 400 men; but, as the duke of Richlieu advanced with his. whole:
¢ army, prince Ferdinand retired to Wanfleben, from whence he-

- % coyld intercept their convoys. His majefty’s army marched to-
-« Erfurth, which the enemy quitted and retired into the monn~
* tains behind Eifenach... We had 3 poft at Gotha; prince Hild~'
“ burghaufen attacked it, but was repulfed with lofs.. Both-armies-
¢ continued in this fituation ’till the end of O&ober, when a corps

- of Hungarian troops marched threugh Lufatia into Brandeburg =
« it was thought that general Marfhal’s corps would follow them,

«. which obliged his majefty to fend prince Maurice to oppofe

*“: them, and he himfelf followed, and advanced as far as Annaberg,.’
‘- to intercept them; but the enemy’s expedition had no other ob-

“+ ject than to raife contribution, and, en the approach of prince

¢¢. Maurice, they retired without having colle@ed it at all. While

“. part of our-army marched to fuccour the eleGorate, M. Keith,

[ w1ta
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with:the reft, .retired .into Leipfig.. The generals of -the com-
bined army beligved this.a favourable moment to put their-pro-
je@s in-execution : -accordingly they. marched cantonwife, , past
‘by Naumburg amd Zeitz, and part by Weiffenfels, in ordcr to
take Leipfig, and our great.magazine at Torgau. Our ax my

‘was-erdered to aflemble at Leipfig, where the different corps

« armred the 26th of Oé'tahcr ‘On the 31ft we marched, intend-
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ing. to attack thc -enemy’s quatters; we made fome pufoncrs,
but went no fatthcr than Lutzen. His majefty, being informed
that the .enemy r,etlred on all. ﬁdes, ‘marched with the vanguard
to Weiffenfels. T hxs _city was defended by fome of the Bava-
rian-and Circles trogps : we attacked: it, and took it, with abqyt
300 pnfoners the enemy burat the bndge over the Saala to

[fagilitate their flight. The troops of the empire encamped on the
. oxher vﬁdc of the river, oever a,gam(t Wmﬁ'enfcls, pofted behind
Athcenclefures and. the houfcs. in order- to hmdcr us “from. re-
. pairing the bridge: they formed a chain on the left fide.of the

river ; and marfhal Keith, who, with the greateft part of the
army, was marched to’ Merfeburg, found the bridge burnt, and
the - town occuplcd by .14 French- battahons, a dctachmcnt of
which broke dewn the bridge at Halle. The: field marfhal went
with a- dr:tachmcnt to this:Jaft. place, and ordercd the bndgc
to be repaired,  which obliged the enemy to.abandon their pofts
on the Saala, and retire - towards Micheln. We repalrcd im-

_mcdlately the other. bndg,cs, and,—paﬁ’cd the’ nyer by Merfeburg,

Halle,andWmﬁénfcls' the three columns afiembled on the fame

.day mear the village of Rofbach.  His majefty, having recon-

noitred the enemy, -found that thcy could. be attacked on the
right flank with adventage, which was refolved to be executc;l
the following day : accordingly we marched, the cavalry havmg

% the vanguard. 'When we arrived on the hcxghts, from whence

O 2 . s the
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the day before we had examined the enemy’s poﬁti’on,. we:
found they had changed it: their front was not enly parallél

.to ours,- but was covered by a deep ravin ; their right was in a.

wood, on 2 high hill, covered alfo with three redoubts and an.
abbattis.* It was not thouglit prudent to attack them in this.
advantageous pofition, and fo we returned. to our old camp..
The enemy, perceiving we did not attack them, ordered: fome
detachments to follow us; they fired' a: few cannon fhot at our-
cavalry, but without effe¢t. The sth, in the morning, we were-
informed the enemy were in motion on their right;. and; foon.
after, that their whole army was in march:: about noon we-
perceived the heads of their columns oppofite to the flank of"
our left wing : we would' take no- refolution ’till we knew per-.
fectly their intentions. About 3 o’clock we perceived they,
had pafled’ our left wing, and' dire@ed their- march towards:
Merfeburg: upon which our army was formed' in orderof battle,,
and, having made a motion on the left, we cofted them :- we-
reached the heights, which our cavalry occupied-in fiich-2 man-.
ner, that they came on the flank of that of the enemy, and:
after feveral attacks Broke and difperfed them.. Our infintry-
reached the village of Reichertfwerben, where our left was.
pofted; and, as we perceived the French infantry form in co-.
humns, in order to attack us, we anticipated them.. The bat-
tle lafted about an hour and' a half: fix battalions only of our:
left wing came to action. We followed the enemy to Burgwer-
ben : the night hindered us from reaping ftill greater advantages.
from our vi&ery. The day following our army marched: to~
wards Freidburg : the 7th a ftrong detachment pafied the Saala,,
and advanced to Eckartfberg, &c. &c.””

* Trces cut down, and: placed fo as to-form a parapet;. belnnd which the troops, partis

cululy mfautr,y, are placed;

THE
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© frge next was wrote by a French officer in the combined

- .#¢ I was refolved to attack the left flank of the Pruflian army-:
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accordingly, at nine in the meorning, our’s marched in two co-
lumns. General St. Germain was ordered to take poit beforc
qur ¢amp, with g battalions and 14 or 15 fquadrons, in order
to attack the enemy.in front, when he perceived that we did
the fame on his flank. Fhe king, having been informed of
thefe motions, which he fo much defired, left his camp ftand-

.ing, with. part of his army in it, to oppofe St. Germain,

and to make us believe he was in perfeét fecurity. The left
wing of his. aymy was hid behind a hill, and covered by fome
marfhy ground,.and. a village: part of his azmy was formed be»
hind the above-mentioned hill, on which was a great quantity:
of artillery. Not.far foonr this hill is another, which joins it,.
and extends far into.the plain.. Behind this hill the enemy had
his infantry in columns, a great quantity of artillery, and almoft
his whole cavalry. Our army, having marched about two hours,
Was DOW. oppoﬁte the enemy’s.flank ; we had a fine plain. before

us, and, perceiving no. enemy, we haftened our march. It

looked: as if we feared. the enemy fhould efcape us, and only'
reconnoitred his front,, without taking any notice. of his left

.wing; fo were we heartily chaftifed for it. About half an hour

after three. our cavalry ftruck in with that of the enemy, which

' ftood at the_ bottom, of .the fecond. hill, and advanced in good

order againft ours, whom they could. eafily break ; becaufe the
cavalry of the empire was fo clofe to them, that they could

‘not fire freely, nor could they form. in good order, When the

enemy firft. appeared, the cavalry of the left Wlng was ordered
to advance, which they executed full gallop; but they found
that of the right wing retiring in confufion. Notwithftanding

“ thi,
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s¢ this, the Auftrian cavalry, and the-regiments of Bousban, La-
- «¢ meth, and Fitzjames in particular, fought with fuccefs. Scerge
« was:the combat between the civalry-engagkd, When -the enemy
4¢ directed his artillery to play on the ffont and:flank of our ce-
¢ valry and infantry. Our infantry was. jmaediately) formed, ‘but
- <¢ in fome places they wepe:too clofe, and id qthers-had large open-
< ings; they moved ta the left, where fome  brigades were foen
< repulfed by thefire of the Pruflidns:- that of Muailly followed
#¢ them ; that of Wittmer, of which was the regiment of Dieé-
¢ bach, kept its ground the longeft; and prinee fSWrbxfe -wes
¢ obliged .to go bimfelf and order it-to fetire”. - - >

Avy ‘the other accqunts concur’ in'the ‘princigal. cireumﬁaac”.
and therefore it feems needlefs to add any miore.. o

Rnrxmc'rmons. Lo

Tm: gcncrals of the combired army do not i‘ccm to have formed
any fixed plan of operations, as if they propofed a&ing accordmg
" ‘to circumftances, as they occaﬁonélly arofe : at‘firflt they feem wd-
ling to occupy Saxony, prov1dcd it m:ght "be done’ without any
rifk ; they avoid coming to an ‘adtion duting thc whole campa&gn,
and at laft, when it was leaft proper, ‘they engage it. “'When “the
king quitted the Saala, havmg there only 12,000 men in two dxf-
ferent corps, then was the time to -advance and attack ‘chpﬁg,
they might have taken many poﬁtxons, which would have made it
difficult, and perhaps impoffible, for the King to rélieve it; as hc
had no more than 10,000 men with him, and about 6000 - men
under prince Maurice; fo that they would- have had’ only thefe
16,000 men to contend with. As to the corps under Prmce Yer-
dinand, he might eafily have been forced under the cannon of
'Magdcburg, any {mall detachment from the right of Rxchhcu s

. army
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army would” ave been fufficient for that purpofe. Having fuf-
féred the king to unite his different corps’ at Leipfig, it was pru-
dent, no doubt, to rcpafs the Saala; becaufe it is of too dangerous
a-confeqitence- to- engage an-ation with a great river-behind the
army; but they fhould have defended the banks of that river.
As they were-much ffonger than- the king, he could not pafs it
without their knowledge : if they left a ftrong detachment over’
againft” Weiffenfels, “and another at: Merfeburg, and with' the army"
had takien a central pofition between thefe two places, they could,
by an-eafy march, fuftain either of them; and therefore, in all
probability, have hindered the enemy from paffing at all. If they’
propoféd: fighting, thiey could not have a better opportunity than.
while-the enemy was paffing the river; and, if they did not, they
fhiould hrave gone behind the Unftrut, and covered themfelves with
that river. It is agreed upon, by every one; that- the king’s army-
pafled ‘the Saala in- three columns; one at Wexﬂérrfels, another at-
Merfeburg, and the: third at Halle; by which means they were:
fopatatéd from each other about feven miles; and that they united
at Rofbach. ~We cannot conceive why the generals of the com~
bined army permitted the enemy to commit fo great a fault, with-
ont punithing him for it: they could have taken many pofitions
to prevent the’ jun&ion of thefe ‘columns; and could, with their’
wnited forces, attack either of them feparately ; as appears evident,.’
from the.infpection of the map. Having, during the campaign,
declined coming to an a&tion; they fhould have perfifted in that’
relolution a few days longer ; becaufe, from the fituation of affairs
in Silefia and in Weftphalia, it was probable the king would be
forced to'go ‘againft the Auftrians in perfon; and, thiough he did
net, it-was impoffible for him to oppofe effectually the.combined
army;* amd. that of Richlieu, now difengaged, becaufe he muft ne-
ceffarily ‘have one ‘or the other upon his flank ; and, having about -
. - , a
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a fifth part of their forces only, he miuft have abandoned 'the coun-.
try, or fcll a viéim to fuperiority, if he perfifted to wait for them;
fo that in this very campaign he would have loft either .Saxony
ar Silefia, and perhaps both, had M. Richlieu and the gencrals of.
the combined army acted with more judgment. -

- ‘THE plan they formed to attack the enemy’s left flank was in-
cpnﬁﬁcnt with all the rules of military prudence; becaufe, in cafe
of a defeat, there was no retreat at all for them : they had a river
behind them, and the enemy between them and the country to
which they muft neceflarily retire. The condu@ of the a&ion
was no lefs imprudent; they could not think the enemy would
permit them to invelope his left wing, and cut him off from the
Saala; and, as they marched at mid-day, he could not be deceived -
as to their intentions. No general will fuffer an enemy to attack

_lum in flank and rear: How could they imagine fuch a general
as the king of Pruffia would commit this fault 2 When they re-
folvcd to attack his left flank, they fhould have made fome de-
monftrations on his right, to draw his attention that way: and,
by marching in the night, approach his left flank, and attack it,
without giving him time to change his pofition. . This was the
only probable means to bring their plan to bear. - The method
they took made it impraicable from the firft inftant they put the
army in motion.

WHEN the king quitted his camp thh an air of precipitation,
St. Germain fhould have followed him; and a ftrong detachment of
"cavalry have been fent on the road to Merfcburg, in order to recon- .
noitre his motions; and, if they found he'was retiring, thefe two
corps would have fufficed to beat his rear-guard ; and, if it was
found he only changed poﬁtxon, thcy would have kept him at bay,
and give time ta form the army, or retire into thcxr old camp. Surely

it was unpardonablc to march thh thc wholc army without any
vanguard,
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vanguard, - which ‘muft never be done, particularly if near the,
enemy. When at length they were undeceived, and found that
the enemy was forming on the heights of Reichert{fwerben, Why
perfift in-advancing ? They fhould inftantly have formed their line
as far backwards as poffible, and by no means attempt it under
" the enemy’s fire, and fo near him; becaufe fuch manceuvres can
never fucceed, if the enemy has either conduct or vigour.

THE king-appears in a very different light : though he fees thc
enemy in motion all the morning, he is eafy and quiet; no ways
agitated, as too often is the cafe; waits ’till he perceives their in- -
tentions, and then mﬁantly makes his difpofitions. His march-,
ing behind the hill was attended with many great advantages :
that appearance of a flight elated the f{pirits of the enemy fo as
to make them negle¢t the neceffary precautions ; they haftened fo
much that their army was thrown into fome diforder while in
march; and they were fo perfecly deceived, that they found
themfelves, all at once, with the head of their columns, under
the fire of the enemy’s line; and fo near, that they could not form
their troops. The king faw this favourable moment, and ordered
his cavalry to attack diretly; and, though fcarce any of the in-
fantry was come up, he ordered thofe few battalions.to advance
before the enemy could make any difpofition. One inch of ground,
or one inftant of time loft, would have given the enemy time and
room to form their line; but the king’s difpofitions were fo exact,
and fo well calculated, that neither happened; and he was moft
defervedly crowned with victory; which put an end to the cam-
paign in Saxony.

WE have already fald that his majefly the king of Pruffia,
on leavmg Lufatia, had left there the duke of Bevern,* with a

' | . confiderable

¢ Auguftus William duke of Bevern was born in 1715: in 1733 he ferved agamﬂ: the

Freuch; in 1735 he entered thc Pruflian {cmce, as licatenant colonel; in 1739 he was
. : made
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conifiderable body of troops, to obferve prince Charlés; and, above-
all things, hinder him from making any folid enterprize againft

Silefia. Accordingly, the duke, having received a convoy from .
Bautzen, quitted Bernftadtel;, and encamped on the mountain,
called the Landfcron, near Gérlitz ;. and the better to fecure the-
paffes of the Neifs and Queifs, that.he might enter Silefia, if ne-.
ceffary, he fent. gencral Winterfield, with a ftrong corps, between ;
thofe two rivers, at:a place called Moys, near Gérlitz..,

Prince Charles advanced with the main army as far as Bern-.
ftadtel, and fent general Nadafti with a confiderable corps to Sei- -
denberg, alfo between the Neifs and Queifs, as well to obferve :
Winterfield, as to fecure a paffage over the Neifs, and be ready to .
follow, or anticipate the duke of Bevern, whenever he went to--
wards Silefia, ' |

His royal highnefs was defirous to force the enemy to quit théir -
prefent pofition, and carry the war. into Silefias becaufe not only.
the army would be maintained at their expence, but, being much .
fuperior, could undertake fomething folid: whereas, if he:con--
tinued there, the campaign would foon be at an end, and the fruits .
of ‘their preceding good manceuvres loft. For thefe fame.reafons, .
it was incumbent on the duke of Bevern to keep things in the-

prefent:

made a colonel, and wounded at the battle of Molwitz; in 1341 he had a regiment given
him; in 1743 was made a major general ; in 1747 governor of Stettin; in 1750 knight of .
the black cagle, and lieutenant general. He diftinguifhed himfelf in the battles of Hohen-.
friedberg, Lowofitz, Praguc, Chotzemitz, and Breflaw : after which he was made,a prifo- -
ner, while he went with a fervant only to reconnoitre the enemy. He was in 1758 releafed,
without any ranfom, for his affinity to the emprefs. The king feeming offsnded at his con-
du&, he re:ired to his government of Stettin; where he remained ’till 1762 ; when he was
called to the army in Silefia, ard had a corps confided to him, while the king was befieging
‘Schweidnitz. “The Aaftrians, interding to relieve that place, attacked him with an army
_under the ccmmand of generals Lacy,. Laudhon, and Odonell, whom he repulfed feveral
times, though they were thrce times fironger. than he was, and gave the king time to come
so bis aid, He may, no doubt, be numbered among the £t generals of this age.
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fpre'fent fituation, and draw on the war, without permitting the
enemy to gain any confiderable advantage. His pofition feemed
to enable him ‘to .obtain this end. The Auftrians could -not, he
thought, enter Silefia, and ‘leave him behind, becaufe he could ’
-return into Bohemia, and, by cutting off their fubfiftences, ‘make
it impoffible for them to do any thing of confequence in Silefia;
and, having a garrifon .in ‘Bautzen, he was at hand likewife to
favom', or be favoured, by the king's operations in Saxony; and,
no doubt, could he have: ‘kept his pofition till the king had -deli-
wered that country from the combined army, the enemy muft have
“been forced back into Bohemia, without even attempting any thing
againft Silefia.

Prince Charles, perfcé’tly acquairfted with all thefe reafons,
tefolved to force the enemy to quit their pofition, and march to
Silefia; but, it having been judged too ftrong to be attacked, it-
‘was neceflary to obtain by dinit of proper :manccuvres what could
not be done by force. Wherefore, he fent a corps to drive the
garrifon out of Bautzen, and fo cut off the enemy’s communication

“awith Saxony, and determined to attack general Winterfield, which
would likewife cut them off from Silefia. Thefe refolutions being
-taken, Nadafti’s corps was confiderably teinforced, and on the 7th
‘of September the-attack was.made on that of Winterfield’s. "This
general had pofted, on -a hill called Holtzberg, at a fmall diftance
from his camp; two ‘battalions ; againft which the Auftrians
direCted their attack, and came upon them before they could
wcither be fuftained or -called back. They -defended themfelves
with uncommon‘bravery; infomuch ‘that Winterfield had time to
~come with fome troops to their relief, and facilitate their retreat:
‘upon which the combat became more ‘violent than -cver, in hopes
«f being able.to keep their ground ; but, having loft a great number

) B P 2 of
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of men, and their general mortally wounded, they were forced
to quit their poft, and retire to their camp. - The Auftrians took:
po'ﬁ'cﬁion of the Holtzberg; which, however, they abandened
the next morning ;. having loft, in this bloody a&ion, killed and
wounded,  about 2000 men.

.-Tue duke of Bevern, having loft Bautzen, and with it his
communication with the king in Saxony, and moreover fearing
the Auftrians would now, after the defeat of Winterfield, pafs the
Neifs with their main army, and fo hinder him from entering
Silefia, refolved, while it was in his power, to march thither;, and
the more fo, as he could not poffibly fubfift in his prefent pofition,,
becaufe he could draw nothing from his magazines in Saxony, and
what could be had from Silefia was fubjet to be intercepted, by the
enemy’s light troops, who were extremely numerous, and had a
very favourable country,, full of woods, ravins, hills, &c. to a¢t in..
Accordingly, not daring to pafs the Neifs at Gérlitz, fo near the
enemy, he fell down that river to Naumburg, and there paffed it;
and from thence marched fucceflively, by Buntzlaw and Hainau, to
Lignitz, where he arrived the 1gth. '
~ Prince Charles, having received information of the enemy’s.
march, put his army inftantly in metion, and took his route by
Lauban, Léwenberg, Goldberg, Hundorff, Jauer, Nicolftad,.
and Greibnig, where he arrived on the 25th. By taking this
pofition he had cut off the enemy from Breflaw, Scliweidnitz, and
~ all Upper Sitefia. On the following day, he ordered tRe village of.
Barfhdorff, where the enemy had pofted fome infintry, to be can-
nonaded ; which, having put the houfes on fire, forced them to
retire, and take a new pofition behind'it, where they could be fuf=
tained by the whole army.  Prince Charles intended to attack
them, but the duke of Bevern, propofing, "if poffible, to regain
his communication with Breflaw and Upper. Silefia, quitted his

v camp
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eamp in the night of the 27th, and: directed-his march towards
Glogau, that he might pafs the Qder in fafety, if he was followed
~ by the whole Auftrian army ; but, finding that only the vanguard
purfued him, and that only on the right of the Katzbach, towards
Parchwitz, he refolved to pafs it near. Lamperfdorff; which was
executed on- the 2gth;; and, having marched up the. right. of the
‘Oder; he repaflfed it at Breflaw, and on the 1ft of Q&ober took
his: camp- on- the: banks of the Lohe, with.the city behind him.
By this fine march he once more opened the communication with
Upper Silefia, and covered the capital with his army, which was
reciprocally covered. by it..

Prince Charles found it: would be ufdcfs to-purfue the enemy
en his quitting Lignitz, becaufe he could only. drive them undes
the cannon of Glogau; where-they could remain in fafety, and bs
pravided with all the neceffary ftores and fubfiftence :. whereas he,
on the contrary, had no mmagazines in the country.; nor could he
form any, having the enemy in front, and their. ftrong places be-
hind him; fo that he muft neceffarily fall.back, and appraach tha
frontiers of Bohemia ;. from whence only his numerous army, could
be naurithed: For thefe reafons,. inftead of fatiguing-his traops in
a vain.purfuit of the enemy, lie direted his march towards Breflaw;:
hoping, no doubt,. to take that place before the enemy could come
near it, being.in itfelf very weak,. and mareover had. then.an in-
confiderable garrifon. .

Being arrived on the Schweidnitzwafler,. a- fmall river w1thm
three miles. of. Breflaw, he found the enemy had anticipated him,
and was encamped, about two miles off,. between him and that
town. Thefe -circumftances made it-necéffary to concert new mea~
fures. His.rayal higlinefs could not poffibly. continue long: in that-
fituation, as well for want of fubfiftence, as becaufe the winter:
-was. growing fharp, and would foon make it impoffible for. him ta

keep
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keep the field; nor could he pre{fume :to feparate his army in the
middle of an enemy’s country, :where .they had an army, and all

the ftrong places, in their power. It feemed likewife rather difs
honourable to retire .into Bohemia without having attempted any

thing, and fo lofe the fruits.of their paft labours; and the more fo,

as his army-was much fuperior to that.of the enemy already, and,
befides, his royal highnefs expected a confiderable body of Bavarians:
and Wurtemburgers, who were on their march, to join him, Thefe

motives made him determine to undertake the fiege of fome fortrefs,

that he might have a place of arms in the enemy’s country, and
put part, at’leaft, -of his army in it, with fafety, dufing the win-

ter, and {o .be.enabled to enter it the enfuing campaign without

difficulty; and, having the neceflary ftores and provifions in this

place, profecute .the war with more cafe and .fafety than hitherta
had been done.

Tuis refolution "being ‘tiken, -the next object was, to fix upon
the place :that would beft anfwer ithe end they had in view:
Neifs, .being near the frontiers. of Moravia, .could be attacked with
more facility .than .any other; becaufe they.could be fupplied with
every-thing-meceffary for fuch an undertaking fram Olmutz, and
the taking of it would fecure a paffage into Upper Silefia; and,
‘befides, -they would, the enfuing campaign, from thence attack the
-country of Glatz with more eafe than from any other place what-
-ever. To this it was objected, that Neifs was at fuch a diftance, that
:the army could not arrive there ’till the feafon would be too far
:advanced to carry on the fiege without infinite pains, and probably
-without fuccefs; and the more fa, as the duke of Bevern could be
‘there with-his army long before them, and take fuch a pofition as
would effeually cover the place; and laftly, that, though they
fhould .take it, the advantage that would accrue from .it was tri-
fling ; becaufe they would get fcarce any part of the .country with
‘ it
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it; while the enemy had Kofel, Brieg, and Glatz, all about it; -and
that it only covered Moravia, ‘leaving Bohemia quite open to.the
enemy. : | '
. It was next propofed to attack the enemy before Breflaw : if
they beat him, not only that fortrefs would fall, but they would .
be at liberty to attack. any place in Upper Silefia ;: which, being .
left to their own weak garrifons, would foon be reduced :.by this .
means. the: whole Auftrian army, covered by thefe places,. could
‘with fafety be feparated,.and put into winter quarters.. This pro<
pofition was: very plaufible,. but thought dangerous ;. becaufe, in.-
cafe. they did .not fucceed in this attempt, it.would be extreamly.
difficult to retire into-Bohemia, from whence ‘they were feparated -
by many high mountains, .and had very bad roads to pafs through ;.
and, moreover, the town.of Schweidnitz, .with.a ftrong garrifon.
in it, behind them.. Thefe reafons being well. weighed, it was re-
folved to attack Schweidnitz, preferable. to. the two others above--
mentioned ; , becaufe they would be mafters of the principal defiles
which lead to. Bohemia on: that fidey: and of all the towns and vil-
lages-behind Schweidnitz ;. which would enable.them.to keep the
greateft part-of the army in Silefia during the winter; and, more-
over, if they took it without great.lofs of time, .they could then,
with fafety, attack the.duke of Bevern,. having a place to retire to
in cafe of misfortune, or.undertake fome other enterprize..
A‘ccoRDINGLY, general Nadafti, with a very confiderable corps, .
was fent to befiege Schweidnitz ;. where he was joined by the Ba-
varians-and Wurtemburgers. This town lies in a fine plain, about
three miles diftant from the mountains which feparate Silefia from .
Bohemia, is rich and populous: originally, when it firftscame into
the power of the Pruffians, during_ the preceding war, it was {ur- -
sdunded only by an old wall, with round towers, in the Gothie.

* manner ; but his majefty, confidering.the advantageous fituaticn of .

it .

ot
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it, as well to facilitate any projects he might hereafter form againft
Bohemia, as.to eover Silefia, refolved to fortify it: accordingly,
on the conclufion of that war, he ordered feveral redoubts,, called
ftar redoubts, becaufe they refemble a ftar, to be built about it:
thefe were joined by a curtain; and in the intervals, between the.
redoubts, were placed fome {mall lunettes, or half moons: the
whole covered by a ditch, with.a covered way pallifaded.

OF all the fpecies of. works ufed in fortification, the ftarry re-
doubt is the worft; becaufe, by the nature of its conftruion, it
can have no flank ; and the re-entering angles take up fo much of
the ground within, that they cannot contain the number of men
and artillery fufficient to defend them; and are, moreover, expofed
to be enfiladed from .one end to the other; fo that it is impoffible
they fhould make any confiderable defence, when properly attacked. .

GenErRAL Nadafti ordered two true attacks, and one falfe one,
to be made ; and the trenches were opened in the night of the 27th
of O&ober; and, a breach having been made in three of thefe re-
doubts, the 11th at night, they were carried by aflault; which
forced the governor to capitulate the next morning. The gatrifon,
confifting of 4 generals, and about 6000 men, were made prifoners
of war: a vaft quantity of provifions, artillery, and ftores, were .
found in the place, and 300,000 florins.

During all this time, prince Charles, and the duke of Bevern,
remained quiet in their camps by Breflaw ; the firft to cover the
fiege of ‘Schweidnitz, and the other to fortify his camp; becaufe
he did not dare quit it, and march to relieve Schweidnitz, for fear
of lofing Breflaw, and be hemmed in between the prince’s army,
and that before Schweidnitz.

" Prince Charles, having fucceeded to his with, in his under-
taking again@t that place, was encouraged to attack the enemy,

vthough now very ftrongly fortified ; and, therefore, general Nadafti
was
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‘wras ordered to come and join the main army with that under his
command. Accordingly, that general arrived on the 19th, and
encamped on the right, as marked in the plan. The two following
days were taken up in making the neceflary preparations for the
attack. Every thing being ready, on the 22d in the morning, the
battle begun; of which we give here the different relations, as
publifhed by authoritys which, with our refle&tions on the ground
and the a&ion, will be fufficient to give a clear idea of it.

. TuAT publifhed at Vienna is as follows :

« THE imperial and royal atmy was encamped, W1th the right
< at Strachwitz, and the left at Groflmaffelwitz, in two lines,
¢ and a referve. The grenadiers were pofted at Groflmochbet,
“ to cover the right wing; and fome regiments of infantry at
<« Kleinmaflelwitz, to cover the left. The army. under general
« Nadafti ftood on our right, beyond Operau, on the left of the
« Lohe, with fome light troops at Hartlieb, on the other fide of
"« it. The Pruflian army was likewifc pofted in two lines;  the
¢ infantry in the firft, and the cavalry in the fecond; both ex-
¢ tending from Cofel to Kleinmochber, and from thence, in a
*¢ frait line, towards Breflaw; fo that it formed a half fquare,
« with the angle at Kleinmochber: but, when they perceived our
¢ difpofitions, they changed their pofiticn, and that part of the
« army which extended from Kleinmochber towards Breflaw, was
¢ ordered to advance towards the Lohe, and occupy fome hills,
s a5 well as the villages of Kleinburg and Kreitern, in order to
“¢ make a front againit general Nadafti. They were covered by
<< the Lohc, which is not broad, but the banks of it. are very
““ marthy ; and had thrown up a great ‘many redoubts and rc-
<¢ trenchments. . Their right wing was covered by an abatis, or
- parapet of trees cut doun behind whxch thcy had poftcd their
Q : . h nters



BT 4: Mrstory of the Wan

(X}

5.

-

(7]
({3
3
[73
s
[73
Y
[13

[£4
€

¢4

€6
(71
, 86
(11
(4
[ 14
({4
&

[ 34

[ 2
[

hunters ar mark{men, and fix. battalions-of grenadiers, to eover
their right flank.. The village of Pilfnitz,. through which.the,
Lohe pafies, was well fortified with redoubts, before and behind:
it,. which prefented continually {fome new-defence. The fame-
was done. at the villages of Schmiedfeld,, Hoflichen, Klein--
mochber, and Grabifchen, with breaftworks, ditches, and three:
rows of wolf-heles ;* fo that it. was almoft impoffible to. pafs:
them. ‘Befides thefe works, there were likewife,. between andi
behind the villages,. other redoubts and batteries, with parapets,,
as far as the fuburbs of the town. On the other fide the Oder-
they had put fome infantry in the villages of Protfch, We¢ida,,
Hunnern, Simf{dorff, and Rofenthal ; and fome cavalry, between:
the villages. Upon the left wing they had moreaver. two re-~-
giments of Huffars.

«- SycH was the fituation of both armies: the Auftrian amounted!
to 60,000 men,. and.the Pruffian to about 40,000:-

<« IN confequence of the meafures. coneerted between his: royali -
highnefs. and his. excellency marfhal Daun, batteries were raifed:
the 21ft at night, the pontoons brought near the places. where:
the bridges were ta be laid, and. all. the other neceflary prepa~-
rations for paffing the river and attacking the enemy’s works;
being compieated, the army marched the 22d,. before day, and.
was formed, in two lines, on the banks.of the Lohe; the firft:
was compofed of infantry, and the other of cavalry. The bag--

‘gage was fent back behind the Schweidnitz, and the furgeons.

ordered to follow the army, and to ftay at certain places, where:

the wounded were to be brought.

“ TrE 22d, the day appointed for the attack, there was a great:

fog, which prevented us from fecing the enemy’s difpofitions..
«“ At.

* Rouni holes, generally about two feet in diameter at the top, one at the bottom;.and .

acar two deep,
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At nine in the morning we- raifed four batteties, in which 46
pieces of canfion were placed, which played on .the villages of
Pilfhitz, Schmiedfeld, Hoflichen, Kleinmochber and Grabifchen;
and the redoubts, 'till 12 o'clock. In the mean while, the fog
began to diffipate ; upon which we advanced to lay the bridges
over the river ; and, in lefs than three quarters of an hour, feven
were made in the enemy’s prefence, and under their fire.
«¢ Hrs royal highnefs and-M. Daun were at Grofimochber, and -
the fignal agreed upon being given by their orders, general
Sprecher, who had under his orders major general Richlin,
advanced with 35 companies of grenadiers, fuftained by 12 com=
panies of horfe grenadiers, commanded by prince Lowenttein,
and pafled the bridge by Grofimochber. Thefe troops were
fupported- by the right wing of the firft line of infantry, under
the command of lieutenant general Andlau, and major generals
duke of Urfel, and baron Unrhue; and, moreover, by the corps
de referve, commanded by lieutenant generals count Wied, and
Nicholas Efterhafi, and mazjor generals Blonquet, Wolf, and
Otterwolf ; and, laftly, by the right wing of the fecond line,
commanded by lieutenant generals Minulph, count Stahrem-
berg, and major generals Wulfen, and Buttler.
« At the fame time and place, count Luchefi, géneral of horfe,
and lieutenant generals Spada, and Wolwart, and major generals-
Deville, Kolbel, and Afpremont, with the right wing of the
firft line of horfe, likewife pafled. All thefe troops formed, in
two lines, on the other fide the Loohe, unfer the fire of the
enemy’s artillery, and attacked their cavalry and infantry
that were advancing. At 1 o’clock the fire of the fmall arms
began, and lafted very hot, and in good order, about half an
hour, without being able to force either fide to cede an inch.

Q.2 “ At
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At laft, the enemy’s horfe and foat were obliged to give wapg:
upon which our infantry took the. village of Grabifchen, and
the great battery behind it, Our troops advanced ftill forwards
to the retrenchment by Kleinmochber ;:, and, though the enemy

- had fent there both infantry and artillery, they were, however,,

drove further back..

« Tue next attack was commanded by lieutenant general count .
Arberg, and under him major:general Lacy, and was fuftained .
by the infantry, commanded by lieutenant general Macquire; .
and by the left wing of the fecond line of horfe, commanded by

count Stambach, general-of horfe.  This column was to attack

the villages. of Schmiedfeld and Hoflichen; and, at 3.o’clock

paffed the Lohe. Counts Arberg and Macquire attacked the
redoubts by Schmiedfeld, and, after a moft bloody combat, drove

the enemy. out of them: At the fame time, count Wied, who
commanded the referve, advanced :againft Hoflichen; and, not-

withftanding it was covered by breaftworks, ditches, and wolf-

holes, he took it, as well as the redoubt that was near it.

«¢ Tue third attack againft Pilfnitz was more violent, and lafted

longer than.any of the. others. This village is cut in two by

the Lohe, whofe banks:are very high here, and the ground

all about is. very clofe and difficult to be pafled; and, befides, .
the entry and the iffue out of it were covered by. redoubts:

General Keuhl; with the:left wing of infantry, fuftained by the

left wing- of the fecond line of horfe, commanded by count
Serbelloni, was ordered to attack this village, .and. the neigh-

- bouring works ;  but, by the difficulty of the ground, the.

ftrength of the works, and the. bravery of the enemy, he was
repulled, with great.lofs, three feveral times. At laft, however, .
though it was now near fix o’clock, and quite dark, he re-
newed the attack with fo much courage and bravery, that the-

¢ enemy.
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" enemy was farced to give way, and abandon fucceffively the:
village and the redoubts. :
«« WEe thought that, with the day, the battle was likewife at
an end. The enemy, however, appeared again, and a column
advanced againft Kleinmochber,. endeavouring to come on the
flank of the archduke Jofeph’s and Leopold’s regiments of horfe:
Thefe being fuftained by fix'companies of grenadiers, pofted in
the redoubts, commanded by general Sprecher, made fuclr good
mancenvres, as kept the enemy at a diftance, till prinee Charles’s.
regiment of foot, and Luchefi’s regiment of horfe, had time to
come up,, which obliged them to retire for good and all..
« Nort far from Pilfnitz,. on the right of the Lohe, the enemy
had a great. abatis,. which reached quite to the Oder.. Colone}
Brentano,. with his Croats,. fuftained by 1000 men- of regular
infantry,. was ordered to attack it. He had the good fortune
to fucceed, and pafs it; but,.as we had not then got pofleflior
of Pilfnitz, he was forced to retire. with fome lofs. Soon after,
hchver, he renewed the attack ; and, as our left wing wae

- then advanced to Pilfnitz, he pafled the abatxs, and threw the:

enemy. into no finall confufion.

© ¢« Major. general Beck, with a confiderable- corps, was fent
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€

over the Oder ;. and, having drove the enemy out of feveral vil-
lages they occupied, he cannenaded the enemy’s-right. wmg,
over the Qder,.at Cofel,.in flank and rear.

“ WHAT we have hitherto related was performed.by the army
which had always remained in-this neighbourhood during the-
fiege of Schweidnitz.. Befides thefe-feveral attacks, general Na--
dafti,. with the army he had commanded: at. ths above fiege,
(excepting_ a few battalions) and. reinforced by feur regiments:
of horfe, was ordered to divide his troops in three columnsy

¢- at.the head of which were the grenadiers, fuftained by battalions:

¢~ and!
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and brigades, and having pafled the Lohe, to attack the ene-
my’s left wing, that was pofted againft him. Accordingly, he
occupied the village of Hartlieb the 21ft, which the enemy
held with infentry and cavalry; and, on the 22d, at break of
day, he pafled the Lohe, and formed his army with the right
at Oltafchin, and the left towards Kreitern, where the artillery
of referve was likewife pofted. The enemy, whofe cavalry ex-
tenided on the plains of Durjahn, -endeavoured to take our corps
in the flank, which the good difpofitions of general Nadafti
prevented.

s In the mean time, general Wolferfdorff, with 16 companies
of grenadiers, attacked thc'village of Kleinburg, drove the ene-
my out of it, took one cannon, and advanced to Woifchwitz.
The Saxon light horfe, who were on the right, were preparing
to advance; but, the evening coming on, and the enemy’s horfe
being advantageoufly pofted on a hill, behind fome redoubts,
general Nadafti thought it would be needlefs to attempt any
thing farther.

¢ DuriNG this time, the enemy attacked Kleinburg with feven
battalions, and fome cavalry; and, having put it on fire, retired
on the hills behind the redoubts; where they continued ’till
they found that the reft of their army was retiring ; then they
followed them, and paffed the Oder, through Breflaw. We
have taken 36 pieces of cannon, and about 600 men prifoners,
with above 3000 deferters.”

Tue Pruffians account of this battle is very little exalt; parti-

cularly where it fays, that the Auftrian’s right wing had not only
been repulfed, but that it quitted the field, and retired to Neu-
mark, many miles off; which is both falfe and ridiculous. It is
as follows:

¢« WHEN
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o« WHEN. the Auftrians had taken Schweidnitz, and the corps.
« employed in that fiege had joined the main army at Liffa, they
“ refolved to attack the prince of Bevern’s corps before the king,
« could come to fuccour him. They knew that, in. fpite of
“ Marfhall’s dnd Haddick’s corps, he had already paffed. through.
« Lufatia. Accordingly, on the 22d of November, the attack.
“ was made,. at nine in the morning. The enemy’s army was, at..
¢ leaft,, three times ftronger. than ours, asappears by the gazettes:
¢¢ they have often publithed : and general Nadafti had a particu--
« lar corps oppofite the flank of our left wing. The attack. fuc--
« ceeded. fo ill to the Auftrians,. that. their right wing was totally-
¢« defeated, and forced.to retire towards Neumark. Lieutenant.
¢ general Ziethen, who commanded. our left wing, likewife en-
¢ tirely defeated Nadafti’s corps, and the enemy thought the bat-
¢ tle loft; having been forced, in moft places,.to fly ; but, as.ons
“ our right fome of our regiments had. fomewhat fuffered, the.
¢« prince of Bevern thought it beft to quit the ficld of battle,.
“ which we had kept till 5 o’clock, and. retire into our camp,.
¢ and the following night to pafs the Oder,. over the bridge that,
¢ is in. the town of Breflaw. The Auftrians, finding that. every
¢ thing was abandoned as far as Breflaw, returred,. and occupied.
¢« the field- of battle ;. which, to their: great. aftonithment,. we had:
¢« quitted. Our lofs. is midling : that of the Auftrians, according:
‘¢ to accounts worthy of credit, amounts to above 20,000 men.
“ The 23d. we remained behind Breflaw. The 24th, the duke:
¢ of Bevern rode out at 4 o’clock in- the' morning,. with one fer--
¢ vant only, in order to reconnoitre the enemy, and fell in with:
“ fome of their advanced: pofts, who made him prifoner.. The:
¢ fame day, having waited. in vain the. duke’s return,. lieutenant:
¢« general Kyow took upon him the command .of the army.. Ge--
¢ ncral Leftewitz, who, by. the king’s orders, was left commander

. - 86- Oﬁ‘
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<t of Breflaw, could not poffibly defend long fo extenlive a place,
< and fo ill fortified, againft fuch a confiderable army as that of
<« the enemy; and fo he muft be content to have leave to re-
« tire, with his garrifon, and the fick we had left in Breflaw, to
<¢ Glogaun.”

Tue Auftrians loft in this a&tion 666, among which one gene-
ral, killed: 4620, of which five generals, wounded : 437 miffing:
and about 400 horfes killed, wounded, and loit. '

-No accaunt appeared of the lofs of the Pruffians.

RerrecTio0Ns on the battle of Breflaw, and the
preceding operations.

IT has been already obferved, that there is, in every camp, fome
one effential point, or hinge, which may be called the key of it,
and on which the ftrength of it moft immediately depends: the
fame holds good as to pofitions. In a whole country there may .

- not, perhaps, be one found which will enable a general to obtain

his ends. "The choice of this point, with regard to pofitions, de~
pends entirely on, and muft be regulated by, the object he has in
view ; by the fituation of his magazines; and by the number and
fpecies of his troops; that he may not only have a good pofition,
but likewife a good field of battle, in cafe he is attacked.

“Tur duke of Bevern had two obje&s in view: the firft and

‘principal one was to cover Silefia; and particularly Breflaw,

Schweidnitz, and Neifs; againft which alone the enemy could
direct their operations: the other obje@ was only fecondary, and -
of much lefs confequence ; and was to keep open a qommunication
with the Elbe, as well to a& in concert with.the king in Saxony,
as becaufe he drew his fubfiftence chiefly from Drefden. The
camp he had taken at Bernftadtel, though a little too far back,
m;.fwcrcd, in fome meafure, thefe ends: he could be on the Elbe,
or



in GErMANY, 17357 121

or in Silefia, fooner than the enemy, by marching on his right,
by Lébau and Bautzen ; or on his left, by Lauban and Léwenberg,
and fo on to Schweidnitz or Breflaw. The only inconveniency of
this pofition, was, that the enemy, being much fuperior, could
fend ftrong corps towards Bautzen, and thereby render his convoys,
coming from the Elbe, precarious. This, however, might have
been remedied by occupyingBautzen with a confiderable detach-
ment of cavalry, and fome light infantry, and poﬂing'anothér'o'f ‘
the fame f{pecies about Lébau; which would have formed a chain
from his right quite to the Elbe; fo that he might, and, as we
think, ought to have kept this pofition as long as poffible ; whxch
would have ftoppcd the progrefs of the enemy. ‘

InsTEAD of which, he abandoned it, and took anOther, fill
farther back, on the Landfcron, near Gérlitz: the confcqucnce
of which was, that he inftantly loft his communication with the
Elbe, and rendered that with Silefia very difficult; nor could he
remain in his prefcnt fituation for want of fubfiftence: he might,
however, ftill have anticipated the enemy’s march into Silefia, and
towards Breflaw and Schweidnitz, if, inftead of marching by
Langenau, Naumburg, Buntzlaw, Hainau, and Lignitz, he had
marched by Lauban, Ldéwenberg, Goldberg, and Jauer; which
the king did, the year following, after the battle of Hochkirchen,
in much more difficult circumftances : for the whole Auftrian army
was encamped on the Landfcron, within fight; yet he paffed the
Neifs and Queifs, and, in fpite of the enemy, went into Upper
Silefia, and raifed the fiege of Neifs. If, therefore, the prince of
Bevern had taken this route, and even gone to Liebenthal, between
Grexﬁ'cnberg and Léwenberg, with a ftrong corps on the right of
the Queifs, betwcen Markliffa and Grieffenberg, it would have
been impofiible for the ‘enemy to advance one ftep farther :. they
conld not pafs between his left and thofe immenfe mountains,

' R called
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called the Riefengeburg, having no road; much lefs could they
march on his right, towards Léwenberg and Lignitz, leaving him
‘mafter of thofe immenfe defiles and mountains which feparated
them from Bohemia, from whence only they could draw their fub-
fiftence, without expofing their army to certain deftruction. They
muft, therefore, either ftop fhort, or come to an ation; which
he could accept, much to his advantage, in that ftrong camp of
‘Liebenthal, or decline it, and retire fucceflively to Lahn and Jauer,
and laftly to Striegau and Schweidnitz. In all which places there
are fuch camps to be taken, as cannot eafily be forced. The coun-
try is extremely clofe, and therefore numbers are of little ufe, be-
caufe they cannot be all brought to action: whereas, by taking
the march he did, he left that very road open which he ought to
have taken, and by that means gave the enemy an opportunity to
anticipate him ; fo that, on his arrival at Lignitz, he found they had
taken a pofition between that town and Jauer, and by that means ’
cut him off from Schweidnitz, Neifs, Breflaw, and all Upper Si-
lefia. Indeed he got afterwards to Breflaw, but this ought to be
attributed to his extraordinary good fortune, that the enemy com-
mitted a greater fault than he had done. Being arrived at Breflaw,
* we think he ought to have drawn the principal effeéts and ftores
out of it, and fent them to Glogau, and have gone with his army
to Schweidnitz, where the enemy muft have followed him; be-
caufe they could not keep Breflaw, even if they had taken it while
he was mafter of Schweidnitz, and of the defiles which lead into
Bohemia ; nor ceuld they force him, by any manceuvre, to aban-
don that town, and the neighbourhood ; nor, fuppofing they were
matfters of Breflaw, could they put their army into winter quarters, .
while he was in pofieflion of a chain of fortreffes behind them,
and had an army between them and their own country, with
which they could pot have the leaft communication, not even with

the
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the capitah fo that thcx muft neceffarily be forced to quit Silefia, !
and endeavour to gain Bohemia; which was by mo means an eafy.
undertaking ; becaufe, as we have faid, they were feparated from'
that. country by an cnemy’s army, and three ftrong fortreffes, as-
Schweidnitz, Glatz, and Neifs, on the very defiles where they
muft pafs; and, in which, in all human probability, their army,
in that advanced feafon, and harraffed by the enemy, would have
perithed. By flaying at Breflaw; and fuffering Schweidnitz to be’
taked, he gave prince Charles an opportunity to take firft a poft in
the country, and by that means enabled him to profecute his ad-
vantages-with fecurity; which brought on the lofs of the battle-
of Breflaw, and with it Breflaw itfelf; and might, if thefe advan-
tages had been properly improved, occafioned that of all Silefia.
- WHeNEVER the Auftridns attempt any thing againft that coun-’
try, by the way of Lufatia, the Pruffians may, we think, by
taking the above pofitions, even.with an inconfiderable army,’
effeCtually flep their progrefs. ’ - :

As to the condutt of the a&ion of Breflaw, we think that the
Pruffians, to the many works, which, during feven weeks, they:
had raifed, thould have added an inundation, if poffible, by means.
of the Lohe. This would have effectually ¢overed them. The:
choice of the camp does not appear to have been well made;
becaufe the left wing and its flank were not fo ftrong as the front;’
fo that, if the enemy had made the principal attack where Nadafti.
was, the Pruffians muft have abandoned their ftrong camp, and
lofe the fruits of their long labours, in order to make a front
where Ziethen ftood; and, moreover, if the enemy ever got pof-
feflion of the hills behind Kleinburg and Grabifchen, the whole
Pruflian army would have been hemmed in between the Lohe and
the Oder, with general Beck in their rear on the other fide, and
the enemy in front, without fufficient ground to manguvre upon ;

R 2 and,
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and, in fuch circumftances, it would have been difficult even to
get into Breflaw. It would, I think, have been better to place the
right on the town of Breflaw, and occupy the villages that were.
near and under the protetion of it. The left thould have been.
extended to. the hills by Kleinburg and Grabifchen, which ought
to have been fortified with care, and redoubts raifed all along the.
front, from right to left. 'The army, fo pofted, could net, we
think, -have been forced at all; nor could the town be attacked
while it was there. When the enemy paffed the Lohe at Grofi-
rhochbcr,. we think that general Ziethen, inftead of extending his.
left, fhould,, on the contrary, have lengthened his right as far as-
Grabifchen, with his infantry and all the heavy artillery on the hill,
it, and his cavalry at the bottom of it; and the prince of Bevern’s
divifion. fhould have clofed its left with the right of this. By which '
means, the enemy, who had pafled the Lohe there, would have
been taken in flank, whether they attacked Grabifchen: or Klein-
mochber : whereas, by the difpofitions made,. there was an inter~
val between Ziethen’s right, and the prince of Bevern’s left, where-
the engmy. entered, and. met with no other difficulty than that at
Klemmo_chbcr "This interval was the key of the camp; and, the
inftant the enemy got poffeflion of it, the prince of Bevern could
not continue. where ¥ was, though he had been vitorious on
" his right .and center; becaufe, being mafters of this interval,
. if they. reinforced that attack, which they might have done, they-
were on his flank, and- would fucceflively have puthed him into
the Oder: whereas, if he repulfed the-enemy here, the battle was:
won ; becaufe, though they fucceeded in their- attacks at Pilfnitz:
and-Schmiedfeld, they could not continue in that ground between-
the Lohe, the Oder, and his army, with Breflaw juft before them ;-
and muft, therefore, have abandoned thofe villagés, and repafs the.
Lohe,

TER
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. ‘TuE event confirms my opinion: for the enemy had got no
very great advantage on the right and center; yet it was neceflary
%o retire, becaufe they had taken Grabifchen and Kleinmochber,
and were, confcquently, on prince Bevern’s flank ; and might, if
he continued i in the fame pofition, cut him off from Breflaw, and:
throw him into the Oder. : : '

- As to the conduct of prince Charles, it feems to have been na
efs ptudent than vigorous. By-fending two corps on the enemy’s
flank, he forced them to quit their ftrong camp on the Landfcron,
and go farther dewn, in order to pafs the Neifs and Queifs ; which
was an, effential advantage to-him, becaufe he had, by that. means,,
a nearer road than they to Breflaw and Schweidnitz.  When his.
royal hnghncfs came to Lignitz, we think he fhould have attacked
- the enemy ; and, if that was thought dangerous, he fthould have
fent 20,000 men to befiege Breflaw, then- defended by a very weak
' garnfon and, with the remainder of the army, have covered the
fiege ; which he could eafily have done, being ftill very much fupe~
rior to the enemy, who could not poffibly approach Breflaw, w1th-
out previoufly coming to an aétion.
 WHEN -the prince: of Bevern quitted Lignitz, and marched
towards Steinau, on the Oder, prince Charles fhould have fent
a ftrong corps after hxm, and with the army have gone to Dyher~
nenfurth ;. and there threw as many bridges as poffible over the:
Oder,, in. order ta be onm: either fide;, as circumftances might require..
By this means he could cover the fiege of Breflaw,. and effectually:
hinder the enemy from difturbing it. Why he permitted the:
prince of Bevern to march near twenty leagues, and pafs. the Oder
twice, and come to Breflaw before him, while he had only ten.
feagues to march, and no river tq pafs, is what cannot eafily be.
conceived. As to the condu@ of the aion itfelf,. it does not feem.
to have been mt;'rely prudent and blamelefs. The three. attacks
were made prccu’e]y againft thc ftrongeft part of the enemy’s camp,,

and:
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and were, moreover, expofed to great difficulties in' pafling ‘the
Lohe-under the fire of their works: whereas, if his royal highne(s
- had only made a falfe attack on the enemy’s center and right; and
have pofted his left by Neukirchen, with fome heavy artillery and
haubitz near it, and have pafled his line by Groflmochber, between
Operau and the Lohe, where the bridges muft have been laid, and
Nadafti’s left quite’clofe to the prince’s right, fo as to form a kind
of curve about the enemy, as marked in the plan, he would have
avoided the villages and works, in which the enemy placed the
greateft hopes, and the difficulties that muft occur in pafling a river
fo near them ; and, moreover, would have forced them to abandon
thefe very works, in order to take a new pofition, with their right
on the Lohe, and their left towards the hills behind Kleinburg,
which would have expofed it to be enfiladed from one end to the
other, by the artillery placed at Neukirchen and Grofimochber.
When the enemy’s right and center quitted their ground, as
they muft have done, nothing could hinder the light troops from
occupying it, and taking them in the rear. For all which rea-
fons, I think, the Auftrians fhould have made their attack wheres
Nadafti was, by which they would have avoided all thofe great
difficulties they met with. Even, if this gemeral, inftead of ex-
tending his right, had ftretched his left fo as to clofe with-the
right of the army which pafled at Groflmochber, and have acted
with his ufual vigour, it is probable the Pruflian arrny was loft,

and thrown into the Oder.

Tre immediate confequence of this battle was the taking of
Breflaw, with about 3oo,ooo florins, and a prodigious quantxty of
ftores in it.

THE Autftrians, thinking the campaign finithed, were preparing
to enter into winter quarters; when news came, that the king, at
the head of a confiderable body of troops, was advancing towards

» - Silefia.
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¢ TuE army, having been provided on the 3d of Decémber,
for four days, with every thing neceflary, and prepared for all
events, broke up the 4th in the morning, and paﬁ'ed the Lohe
and the Schweidnitz, in order to encamp there.  While it was
filing over the bridges, advice was brought, that the kmg of
Pruffia had quitted Parchwitz the 4th in the morning, and was
‘advanced to Neumark, from whence he had forced our troops
to retire. Upon which the baggage was fent back "behind ‘the
Schweidnitz, and the columns ordered to haften their march,

that the army might be formed ;- which was accordmgly done,
in two lines, General Nadafti, with the cotps under his com-
mand, made a third, which was defigned to cover the flank of
the left wing; and the corps de referve that of the right." The
army was pofted with the right at Nypern, the left at Lcu’then,
and the center at Frobelwitz : all ‘thefe vxllages were occupxcd
with mfantry, and provided with artxlleryg "In Frobelw;tz were
eight companies of granadiers, with many picquets : in Lcuthcn
feven companies of granadiers, with feveral plcquets and feve-
ral picquets alfo in Nypern. All the companies of granadxers,
and the picquets of the referve, were pofted on the nght of the
cavalry, at the point of a wood that joined it. - b

e General Lufinfki, with two regiments of huﬁ'ars, and fome

gramtzers, fuftained by the Saxon light horfe, commanded by
count Noftitz, was pofted fo as to cover the left wing 5 and
general Morocz, with two regiments of huffars, and fome’ gra-
nitzers, on the right, for the fame purpofe. Whllﬁ we werc
making thefe difpofitions, the enemy advanced on this fide Neu-
mark, with his right at Krintfch, and the left at Blfchdorﬂ'
with his forepofts at Borna. In this’ ﬁtuatxon both armies con=
tinued under arms the whole night. The sth in thé morning,
before day, gcncral Nadafti, whofe: corps had made a third line,

¢ went,
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went, as had been concerted, and pofted himfelf near the ca-
valry of the left wing, and extended his troops to a hill, that
was on the fide, upon which fome artillery was placed, and an
abatis made before it. The Auftrians under his command
were next the left of the army, and the Wurtemburgers and
Bavarians came to be on the flank, and behind the abatis.

«« AT break of day, the enemy made feveral motions, fometimes
to the right, and fometimes to the left, which lafted °till 12
oclock; and it appeared he intended to attack the right wing
of the imperial army; infomuch that general Luchefi, who
commanded there, fent feveral times to demand fuccours. The
referve was deftined for that purpofe; yet the fending of it
was ‘poftponed ’till the enemy’s intentions were fully known :

-but, as the count repeated his inftances, and the enemy’s mo-

tions behind the hills not being difcovered, -the referve was fent
him, and M. Daun went there himfelf, in order to be at hand
in cafe of need. Scarce had the referve marched, when the
enemy’s cavalry appeared on our left; which thewed they pro-
pofed attacking that wing, and the flank adjoining: upon which
his royal highnefs and his excellency M. Daun otdered prince
Efterhafi, general of horfe, and generals Macquire and Angern,
with the cavalry and infantry under their command, and all the
fecond line, to march and fuftain that flank. About 1 o’clock
the enemy approached it, and the fire of the fmall arms began
againft the Wurtembergers; which being very hot, forced them
back in confufion, leaving their artillery behind them; which
brought the Bavarians, who formed the flank, likewife into -
confufion. “Thefe auxiliary traops immediately threw the other
régiments of the Imperials in diforder, and hindered thofe that
were coming to fuftain them from doing any thing to the purpofe.
Every poffible means was ufed to bring the troops into order,

' S “ but
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but in vain, During this time¢, the enemy attacked the village

‘of Leuthen, and the left wing of the army, and had brought

there the greateft part of his forces; but he was repulfed three
feveral times with great lofs; fo that the viftory was dubious
for a long while. At length, however, the Pruffians penetrated.
in the opening between the left wing and the flank, and fo
were in the rear of aur army. We were forced to abandon
Leuthen,. and. retire towards the Schweidnitz and the Lohe.
This was. executed in good order, and under a continual fire.
In this manner the battle, which lafted from 1 e’cloek 'tilf.
five, finithed.”

TuE Pruffian’s account is as follows =

¢ AFTER the battle of Rofbach, his majefty turned his thoughts.
towards Silefia, in order to oppofe vigoroufly the progrefs of
the Auftrians. Accordingly,: his majefty, at the head of 33
fquadrons,. and: 19 battalions,. quitted Leipfig the 12th of No-
vember, and arrived the 13th at Eulenberg, the 14th at Tor-
gau, the 16th at Muhlberg, the 17th paffed the Roder at
Groficnhayn, where general Haddick had been with 2000 men;.
but was retired. to Konigibruck. He had left fome huffars bes-
hind. the Roder to obferve us; but they were drove back by
ours, who took. about 4o prifoners.

« THE 18th his majefty marched by Polfmitz to Konigfbruck;.

~where the pandours under general Haddick ftopped once more 3:

whom he forced. to retire towards. the corps. under general Mar~
thal, in Lufatia, who likewife retired towards Ldbau,. and new-
ver appeared again during our whole march. The, 20th his
majefty paffed over the Black Elfter to Camenz; and the 21§
over the Spree to Bautzen; from whence Marfhal's corps had
retired towards Bohemia : the 22d his majefty pafled. the Old-

Spree, and went ta Maltita ;. the 23d to Gorlitz; from whence
s Haddick’s
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Haddick’s corps likewife retired towards Bohemia: the 24th
he paffed the Queifs, and went to Naumburg in Silefia; the
26th to Deutmanfdorff; the 27th to Lobethau; and the 28th
to Parchwitz; where we arrived at 6 o'clock in the evening,
and there found the Auftrian colonel Gerfdorff, who was juft
come with about 1100 horfe and foot. His majefty ordered
him to be immediately attacked, and killed about 80 men, took
150 prifoners, and difperfed the reft. The army pafied the
Katzbach, and remained fome days at Parchwite, to reft after
fuch a ftrong march. The 1ft of December, the huflars, be-
longing to the army of prince Bevern, came to uss and the 2d
that whole army joined ours. On the 4th we marched to Neu-
mark, where we found fome thoufand Croats and huffars, who
kept the gate oppofite to us fhut, and endeavoured to get out
on the fide of Breflaw. In the mean while, fome of our dras
goons. and huffars went about the town, and others opened the -
gate by force; fo that, having drove the enemy out, they fell
into the hands of thofe who had gone on the other fide. We
killed about 300, and took 6co prifoners, with the bakery of
the whole army, a fmall magazine, and two cannon. Here ad=
vice was brought, that prince Charles had quitted Breflaw, and
was advanced to Liffa, with his right at Nypern, and his left at
Golau, with the Schweidnitz behind him. His majefty thought
proper to go and meet him; and therefore ordered the army to
break up on the sth, at 5 o’clock in the morning. At break of
day we difcovered, on a hill behind the village of Borna, abouit

‘half a mile from Neumark, a ftrong corps of cavalry, which, in

the twilight, was thought to be the eremy’s whele army. Upon
our approaching them, we found ‘it-was only two regiments of
huffars, and the Saxon light hWorfe, ‘commanded by gereral
Noftitz. Our vanguard attacked them immediately; drove’

' S2  them
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¢t them back into their camp; and took. goo prifoners. We
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continued our march, in wet and thick. weather, about .four
miles; and, near 12 o'clock, we difcovered the enemy’s whole.
army, in order of battle, behind the village of Leuthen. All
the hills before their front were covered with artillery; and .
the left wing had, befides a great hill with artillery. upon it,
an abatis likewife. The right had. allo a great many batteries
before it. The king refolved to. attack the enemy’s left, as
foon as our army reached the heights. befere . We marched on
the right; fo that our right wing came up to the Schweidnitz:
river. We firft attacked the wood;. and very foon drove the
enemy’s infantry out of it. When they perceived that we out-.
winged them, and took them in flank, they were forced to-
change their pofition.; and, as we were on. their flank, they had.
nothing more to do, than to. take the firft new pofition they
could find, to hinder us. from enfilading their army from one.
wing to the other. They therefore fent fome brigades of in--
fantry on- the heights abovementioned, behind the wood': our
right wing attacked it; and, after an obftinate combat, took:
it. 'Fhe enemy formed a. new line by Leuthen, and defended:
themfelves with. much brawery; but, at laft, were. forced tos
give way. Here: our cavalry of the right wing attacked thas:
of the enemy, and defeated it. They were; however, afterwards-
drove back by the enemy’s artillery charged with cartridgess
but, being again re-eftablifhed, they. attacked their infantfy,'.
and took many. prifoners. During thefe feveral: attacks, the
enemy’s right advanced. The cavalry of our left attacked that:
of the enemy, and entirely defeated it: then our regiment of
dragoons Bareuth attacked a body of infantry, that was on 2
hill, behind, while our infantry did the fame in front; which
foon forced them ta fly. His majefty purfued the enemy. to:
¢ Liffa
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Liffa. -The battle began at 1 o’clock, and finithed st four.
If we had had ‘a few hours more day light, the enemy’s lofs
would have been fill much greater. Prince Maurice com-
manded the right wing under the king, and major general Ret-
zow the left. Our lofs confifts in 5oo men killed, and 23co0
wounded : ameng thefe is general Rochow, who was alfo taken
prifoner. 'The enemy’s army, which amounted to 30,000 men,.
never fought with more bravery than this time. Ours amounted. .
to 36,000 men only. The enemy ftood in a plain, with fome
fmall hills on it, which they covered with artillery. There
were likewife many buthes on the plain, of which they took
advantage. On their left wing was.a confiderable woad,, where:
they made an abatis,, and took. all the meafures poflible to hin--
der us from coming on their flank. General Nadafti,, with his:
corps, was likewife pofted there, with intention to come on.
our flank. For which reafon, his majefty placed four battalions:
behind the cavalry of our right; which wife difpofition was:
afterwards of great fervice to-us : for, when Nadaftt attacked our
right wing of horfe, and had thrown fome. regiments in con--
fufion, the fire of thefe battalions threw the enemy back in.
great diforder, and by that means cleared our flank, and ena--
bled our right to a& with vigour againft the enemy’s left, which.
in. a. thort’ time was forced to.retire. The right wing of our
infantry continued to advance in the fineft order,, though it.was,
expofed to a prodigious cannonading, and the fire of {fmall arms.
Our artillery, of which we had no fmall quantity,, did great.
fervice, and fuftained. our advancing. infantry ;, and. by. degrees.

filenced that gf the enemy, which was. at laft: abandoned..
* Though the enemy had. fought with. great bravery. during the:

whole action, yet they feemed. to. redouble their. forces and-
courage at Lcuthqn,ﬂ which was fortified with. redoubts and:
: «- retrenchments..
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retrenchments. The combat lafted here above an hour; and
our brave battalions made feveral attacks, one after another,
before they got mafters of the village. This decided the battle ;

for the enemy, on lofing this village, retired with great pre-

cipitation, and never attempted again to make any conﬁderablc:
ftand. Our cavalry, and particularly the huffars, purfued the
flying enemy ; killed many; and took fome thoufands prifoners.
His majefty purfucd the enemy to Liffa, where he ordered thc
army to remain that night under arms. Our infantry did won-
ders.. We thought, in the beginning, that our left would have
no opportunity to come to aéhon, as our right advanced fo
much before it; however, at 4 oclock the battle was gcnc-
ral: even our fmall referve ‘was ordered to advance into the
line. Our cavalry had many difficulties, in the beginning, to
encounter, ‘from the ditches and enclofures: at laft, how-
ever, by the a&lvxty of our brave general Ziethen, it had alfo‘
an opportunity of acing. The 6th we followed the enemy,
and the 7th invefted Breflaw. General Ziethen, w1th a great
corps of infantry and cavalry, was fent after them. He has
taken feveral cannons, and above 3000 waggons. We have
taken, in and fince the battle, to the r2th of December, 291
officers, and 21,500 men, pnfoncrs, among whom are generals
Nottitz, and Odonell, 116 cannon, 51 palr of colours, and 4000
waggons.”

THE lofs of the Auftrians, not mcludmg the Wurtcmbcrgcrs

and Bavarians, amounted to 6574, killed and wounded, Among
the firft. were ‘generals Luchefi, Otterwolf, and prince Stolberg :
and -among ‘the wounded were generals Haller, Macquire, Lacy,
Lobkowitz, and Preyfac. That of the Pruﬁ’lans conﬁﬁcd of about
5000 mreh, not including the cavalry '

PriNcE
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Prince Charles left a very confiderable garrifon in Breflaw,.
under the command of general Sprecher, and retired to Schweid-
nitz; and, having provided for the defence of that place, he
~ made his difpofitions to retire into Bohemia; which was accord-
ingly executed : and, before the end of the month, the Auftrians.
entirely evacuated Silefia, excepting only the town of Schweidnitz.
Ix the mean time, the king opened the trenches before Breflaw 3.
and, a bomb having fallen into a powder magazine, the 16th in:
the evening, the attacked baftion, and near half the adjoining
curtain, was blown up, and above 800 men of the befieged. This
misfortune obliged the commandant to capitulate the 1gth at night,
The garrifon, confifting of above 17,000 men, including 13 gene<
rals, and the fick and wounded at the two laft battles, were madé
prifoners of war. '
GoneraL Driefen had been fent the 16th, with a body of
troops, to befiege Lignitz 3 and, on the 26th, took that place by
capitulation. Colonel Bulow, the governor, obtained leave to re-
tire into Bohemia, with his garrifon, confifting of near 3000 men.
- Tuws one vittory, improved by a vigorous and ative genius,
enabled kis majefty to recover, in one month, all, excepting.
Schweidnitz, that he had loft during the whole campaign. .
IT has been alrcady obferved, that,. when the king left Saxony,’
in order to go to Silefia, M. Keith, with about 8coo men, had
been fent into Bohemia, with a view to draw general: Marfhal,,
then in Lufatia, there; and, by that means, facilitate the march of
the king. This end having been happily accomplithed,. M. Keith,
after he hod burnt feveral magazines, and the bridge at Lgutmei-, .
ritz, returned into Saxony; where he put his troops into winter;
quarters,

REFLECTIONS
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ReErFLECTIONS on the battle of Liffa, and the
preceding operations.

: f’nINCE Charles knew, even before the battle of Breflaw, that
the king, with about 10 or 12,000 men, at moft, was coming
into Silefia: the only object his majefty could have in view, was
to join Bevern’s army, without which he could attempt nothing

at all; nor even, with fo inconfiderable a force as that he brought
* with him, approach the Auftrian army, without expofing himfelf
to certain deftru@ion. Wherefore, the only object prince Charles -
thould have had in view, was to prevent him from effetuating
this jun®ion. His royal highnefs fhould therefore have marched
to Parchwitz, and take a pofition between that place and Lignitz,
with a ftrong corps, on the heights of Pfaffendorff, which would
have hindered the king from approaching the Oder; nor even could
he have gone to Glogau, without giving them an opportunity to
attack him, and confequently defeat him, confidering the Auftrian
army was, perhaps, fix times ftronger than he was.

THE only meafure taken by the Auftrians, was to fend a gar-
rifon to Lignitz, which could anfwer no end whatever, and ex-.
pofed fo many men to be loft. It was by no means probable
that the king would amufe himfelf with a fiege of that miferable
place, when all Silefia was at ftake.

WHEN the Auftrians had permitted the king to unite all his
forces, and provide them with the neceffary artillery, &c. we can-
not conceive why all of a fudden they refolved to quit Breflaw,
and go to meet him. I know very well, that flattery, too prevalent
in camps, as well as courts, had raifed their fpirits and confidence
much above what prudence prefcribes: but they could then have
no motives to defire an acion ; becaufe, if victorious, they could
not, in that advanced feafon, purfue the enemy further than Glo-

gau; and, if vanquithed, it might prove fatal to them.
: o Havine
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“Having paffed the Schweidnitz the 4th, they were informed
the enemy was advancing towards them; Why not inftantly repafs
that river, and put it before .them, rather than behind Though.
this river is but fmall, yet its banks, for the moft part, are very-
marthy; infomuch that an army cannot pafs it without the greateft
difficulty, and fcarce at all if they meet with any oppofition. If
the Auftrians had done this, and have fent a ftrong corps higher
up on their left flank, with their light troops on the fame fide as
the enemy, on the road that leads to Striegau, we do not think
his majefty would have attempted to pafs the river; and, if he did,
the corps abovementioned would have been on his flank during the
paflage and the action; and, as they were much ftronger than he
was, having their army covered by the Schweidnitz, they could
have pofted 20,000 men on their flank ; which would have made
it impofiible for the enemy to pafs the river. He would, there-
fore, in all probability, have marched to Striegan, in -order to
bring the Auftrians from their advantageous fituation, by endea-
vouring to cut off their communication with Bohemia. In this
cafe, the corps, pofted, as we fuppofe, on their left, would have
been at Striegau before the enemy ; and the whole army muft have
marched behind Schweidnitz, with the riglit at Hohen Gier{dorff,
and the left towards Friberg; which would have fecured the road
By. Lawdthut to Bohemia, and their communication with that
country. ‘This pofition is very ftrong, and we do not think they
could have been beat in it; nor, in that-advanced feafon, by any
manceuvre on their left, be forced out of it; nor could the king
continue in the neighbourhood of Striegau, having no magazines
within a hundred miles of him. He muft, therefore, have given
up the point, and retire to Glogau, in order to refreth his troops,
who were much in need of reft. Thefe meafures being neglected,
or never thought of, they fhould have advanced, and occupied all '
T ' - .the
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the hills before them, particularly that by Lobetnitz, as well to
take this advantage from the enemy, as to have rcom enough be-
hind them to manceuvre upon; but, from the moment they heard
of the king’s approach, they feem ftupified ; they meither advance:
nor retire. It is impofhible for a fuperior army to be outwinged,.
but by fome fault; yet this happened. The king made great de-
monftrations againft their right, by which they were deceived fo
long, that he, covered by the hills they had negleéted to occupy,
had time to bring his whole army on their left. The only remedy
then, was to order their right and center to march againtt his left;
and, as they were much fuperior, and this wing weakened, to re-
inforce the right. They would have inveloped it, and in all pro-
bability deftroyed it; nor could the king purfue his advantages on
the right, while his left was thus attacked, for fear of being in-
clofed between the enemy’s right wing and the river, where there
was not ground enough to act in. They fhould, at the fame time,
have formed a line or two behind the flank attacked, with inter-
vals to let the troops repulfed pafs, and then advance againft the

- enemy, whom they would have found broke, and in confufion,
and, therefore, eafily have defeated him.

InsTEAD of which, they ordered the whole army to make a
motion on the left, to fuftain that wing ; fo that the columns met
their companions retiring, and the enemy advancing in order of
battle ; which hindered them from being able to form at all; and

+ thus the whole army was defeated, one battalion after another,
as muft neceflarily happen. Troops marching in {mall and long
columns can never open, and form themfelves in a line, when near
the enemy, and under his fire; and, therefore, fuch a manceuvre
muft never be attempted. ‘They fhould have endeavoured to keep
the enemy back ’till they had formed a line, and then advance,
or wait his coming. This not being executed, the battle was loft,
and nothing could prevent it.

It
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IT was likewife a capital fault to have put the auxiliary troops,
who had never feen an enemy, on the flank. If they had thrown
their light troops, and 8 or 10 battalions of Auftrians, fuftained by
Nadafti’s corps, and the whole left wing, into the wood, before
the village of Sagfchutz, and ordered their right and center to
advance, and attack the enemy’s left, we think they would have
gained the victory. '

Tue king’s conduct was founded on the moft fublime principles
of war. Though his army was much inferior to that of the enemy,
yet, by dint of fuperior manceuvres, he brought more men into
action, at the point attacked, than they; which muft be decifive
when the troops are nearly equal in goodnefs. Wherefore, generals
muft make it their ftudy, to eftablith, in time of peace, fuch evo-
lutions as facilitate the manceuvres of armies; and, in time of war,
choofe fuch a field of battle, if poffible, as enables them to hide
part of their motions, and fo bring more men into action than the
enemy; and, if the ground, either by its nature, or by the vigi-
lance of the enemy, does not permit them to cover their motions,
then a greater facility of manceuvring will anfwer the fame end,
and enable them to bring more men to the principal point attacked
than the enemy. The only advantage of a fuperior army, in a day
of ation, confifts in this only, that the general can bring more
meninto a&tion than the enemy; but, if they do not move with
facility and quicknefs, and are not all brought to ation at the fame
time, that fuperiority of numbers will be of no ufe: on the con-
trary, will ferve only to increafe the confufion. From whence we
will deduce a general rule: ¢ That general, who, by the facility
¢ of his motions, or by artifice, can bring moft men into acion,
¢ at the fame time, and at the fame point, mutft, if the troops are
¢ equally good, neceflarily prevail; and, therefore, all evolutions,
¢ which do not tend to this obje®, muft be exploded.”

T 2 OPERATIONS
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OPERATIONS of the War in Pruffia, _

between the Pruffians and Ruffians.

HE king of Pruffia, being informed of the Czarina’s accef-

fion to the tréaty of Verfailles, ordered general Lewhald,
with about 30,000 men, to march on the frontiers of Pruffia,
and eppofe the march of the enemy. Accordingly, this general,
having affembled his army in the month of June, advanced to
Infterburg, with a corps further on towards Memel, to obferve
their motions.

IN the mean time, the Ruffian army, confifting of 31 regiments
of foot, 14 of harfe, 5 of huffars, and about 16,000 Tartars, Cal-
mucks, and Cefacks, amounting in the whole to 62,000 foot,
19,000 horfe, and the abovementioned Tartars, &c. broke up in
May, and advanced, in four columns, towards the frontiers of
Pruffia.

THREE of which pafled through Poland, and the fourth through
Samogitia, towards Memel. This laft was commanded by general
Fermor, and deftined to befiege that town. To facilitate which
enterprize, admiral Lewis, an Englithman of reputation, in the
Ruffian fervice, failed with a cenfiderable fleet from Revel, with
about goqo men on boeard, in order to land, and attack Memel on
the fea fide, while general Fermar did the fame on the land fide.
Accordingly, they arrived before Memel at the end of June, and,
on the sth of the following month, they teok that place by
capitulation. ‘

THis conqueft was of infimite confequence to the Ruffidns,
becaufe they could make a convenient place of arms of it, and,
by means of their fleet, provide it with provifiohs and flores fuf-
ficient'to {upply the whole army, (who.could not poffibly be pro-
vided otherwifc). and confequently profecute the operations of the

campaigg.
Fuis
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Tuis expedition being happily executed, the whole army, under
the command of M. Apraxin, united in the month of Auguft, on
the river Rufs; and from thence advanced towards the Pregel.
Upon which general Lewhald quisted the camp at Infterburg, and
retired towards Wehlau; where he eontinued ’till the joth of
Auguft, and then advanced to attack  the Rauffians, who had
pafled the Pregel, and were cncamped‘ at Grofs Jagerfdorff, 'This
" occafioned 4 great battle : of which the Pruffians give the follow-
ing account.

«¢ Lieutenant general Schorlemmer having reconnoitred the ene«
“ my’s pofition, it was refolved to attack them the joth. We
¢ firft attacked their left wing. Prince Holftein’s regiment, undet
< his own.command, Rtefch’s, and the fecond battalion of Schor~
¢ lemmer, diftinguifhed themfelves very much. They took feve-
¢¢ ral batteries, and totally defeated the enemy’s cavalry. - We
¢¢ advanced, over a prodigious number of dead bodies, againft the
s center and right wing of the enemy’s army, that was proteted
¢« by various batteries and retrenchments. We took three of them
¢¢ in the wood, each from 10 or 12 cannons : in one of which the
¢ marfhal himfelf gave quarter to a Raffian colonel; and in ano=-
f¢ ther we made general Lapuchin prifoner. We fthould probably
¢ have kept the field of battle, if, unfortunately, our fecond line
¢ had not fired on our firft; the great fmoak of the artillery, and
“ of two villages which the enemy had put on fire, having hin-
< Ficred our people from feeing their companions; fo that our firft
« line was expofed to the fire of the enemy’s infantry, fuftained
¢ by 150 pieces of cannon, and that of our own fecond line. We
¢¢ therefore quitted the field of battle, and retired in good order,
¢ without being followed. Our lofs, in all, amounts to about
¢ 2000 men. That of the enemy much above goop. Among
“ whom are generals Lieven, and Lapuchin.” This account, as

geacrally



in GerMANY, I757. | 143

genesally happens with the lofers, is very little exact, and no ways
warthy to be printed, but impartiality required it.

.Tuat of M. Apraxin, to the Czarina, is as follows:

«« I Hap the honour to inform your majefty, that numberlefa»
«¢ and invincible obftacles hindered us from approaching the ene~
s my on the right of the Pregel. Wherefore, I refolved to pafs
¢ this river, and force them to come to an action; which was
« accordingly done on the 28th; and, as the enemy perceived, by
¢¢ this manceuvre, and our ulterior march, that we could cut off
¢ their communication with the countries from whence they drew
¢ their fubfiftence, they found it neceflary to abandon their ftrong
_ * camp, and likewife pafs on our fide the Pregel on the 28th.
« The 3oth your majefty’s army, in confequence of the order
¢« given the preceding night, was ready to march; and the van-
«¢ guard, and part of the army, were already in motion; when, at
¢ 4 o'clock in the morning, we perceived that the wood, befere
« our front, was filled with the enemy’s trcops, whofe motions
* had been covered by it. We were not as yet formed, whem
« the enemy eame out of the wood in the fineft order,. and be-
“ gan to fire upon us with their artillery, and foon after with
* fmall arms; which continued without intermiffion the whole
¢ attion. They attacked our front with great fury; and it re-
¢¢ quired uncommon firmnefs to refift their efforts. The firft and
*¢ chief attack was againft our left wing, They advanced in co-
¢ lumns, within gun fhot, and then formed the line. When both
¢ armies were formed, with the front againft each other, the
« fire of artillery and fmall arms continued for three hours, and
‘¢ the vitory’ was all this while doubtful. The enemy made all
¢ the efforts poffible to break our front, but were repulfed in
“ each attempt with great lofs. While thefe things paffed on our
¢ left, they attacked our right and vanguard (who, from the

| : nature
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"« nature of the ground, were fomewhat more advanced than our
«¢ left) with two feparate corps of cavalry, fuftained by infan-
¢ try; but were repulfed in both places. Our artillery, particu-
« larly thofe called the Schwalows, did great execution; and
« contributed much to throw the enemy’s cavalry in confufion.
« Though they met every where with the fame bad fuccefs, they
“ made one effort more. On our left wing feveral openings were
¢ found in the line, becaufe the marfhy ground made it imprati-
“ cable to clofe it. The enemy attempted to penetrate through
¢ thefe intervals, in order to cut our line in two, and fo take it
“ in flank ; but they were miftaken: for we had pofted there -
“ fome troops out of the fecond line; fo that, fcarce had they
« entered the wood, when they were received with fixed bayon~
* nets, and foon forced to fly with precipitation : which put an
“ end to the battle, &c.”

THE reft of general Apraxin’s letter contains nothing more than
compliments, no wife neceflary to give an idea of the action.

Tue Ruffians took 29 cannons, and about 600 prifoners. Their
lofs confifted in 800 killed, among which were generals Lapuchin,
Sybin, and Kapnift; and 4260 wounded, among whom were the
generals Lieven, Tolftoi, Bofquet, Villeboy, Manteuffel, Weimarn,
and Plemannikow. That of the Pruffians in about 3000 killed,
wounded, and mifling. a

Tue Pruffians retired to Wehlau, and the Ruffians continued
in their camp, by Norkitten, ’till the 7th of September; when
they made fome difpofitions, as if they intended paffing the river
Aller, at Friedland, on the enemy’s right flank; but it was not
executed. They attempted likewife to difembark fome troops in
the Curifh bay, but were repulfed by the militia. On the 17th
the whole Ruffian army broke up, and retired in hafte towards
the frontiers; fo that, by the end of the month, they had entirely

abandoned
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shandoned the kingdom of Pruffia, excepting Memel; where they
feft 10 or 12,c00 men. This put an end to the campaign in:
Prufiia.. :

REFLECTION S

WieN the Prufliians kfiew that the enemy was in march, they
fhould, one would think, advance to the frontiers, and have made
incurfions into Poland, to dcfh:oy the: provifions, or carry it off 5
which would have retarded very much the progrefs of the encmy;
who had abfolutely no other means. of fubfifting, but. what they
found on the fpot, as they paffed ;. which was rendered ftill more:
difficult, by the terror the Tartars infpired, by their uncommon.
ravages and cruelty.. Another advantage would have accrued ;. that
the inhabitants of Pruflia would have had time to withdraw them--
felves, and their cattle, and retire to Konigfberg, or fome other.
places of furety :. whereas, by ftaying on the Pregel,. the beft part
of the cauntry was left at the mercy of the enemy..

As to the condu& of the acion itfelf,. nothing ¢an be objected.
to M. Lewhald. He had, no doubt, orders: to fight, though much:
inferior. He formed his army in a line, facing the enemy, which-
may be confidered as a. fault, being fo much weaker than they;.
becaufe he could not make any confiderable effort, in any one
point ;. his troops being equally diftributed. throughout the line;.
fo that the enemy. had every- where a_greater number of men in.
action than he could have. As. the Ruffians were then little
known, ’tis na- wonder the Pruffian geperal fhould think his:
troops fuperior to theirs,, and therefore did not think. it neceflary
to oppofe ‘any. thing but infantry to infantry, and cavalry againft.
cavalry. But experience has proved, that the Ruffian infantry is by
far fuperior to any_in Europe; infomuch. that.I queftion whether-

"% ik
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it can be defeated by any other infantry whatever; and, as their
cavalry is not fo good as that of other nations, reafon ditates, that
a mixed order of battle alone can conquer them. They cannot
be defeated ; they muft be kllled ; and mfantry, mixed with great
corps of cavalry, only can do this.

Ir the Ruflians intended to remain in Pruffia, their firft care
ought to have been to form magazines at Memel, in order to fup-
ply the army ; becaufe they muft know, that it was impoffible for
the country, even had they obferved the moft exa& difcipline, to
furnith enough for that purpofe. The want of this precaution,
hoth this and all the followihg campaigns, rendered their victories
ufelefs. They made war, and always will, in all probability, like
the Tartars. They will over-run a country, ravage and deftroy it,

-and fo leave it; becaufe they can never, according to the method

they now follow, make a folid and afting conqueft. They put
themfelves an infurmountable barrier to it. Their own light
tronps, and the want of a folid plan of operations, will ope day
ruin their army.

OPERATIONS
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OPERATIONS of the War in Pomerania,

between the Pruflfians and Swedes.

HE Swedes, under pretence of guarrantying the treaty of

Weﬁphalia, fent an army of about 17,000 men, under the
command of general Ungern Stornberg, againft the Pruffians.
This army pafled the Peen, and, having foon taken Demmin,
Anclam, and the iflands of Ufedom and Wollin, they advanced
into the Pruffian part of Pomerania; where they raifed contri-
bu‘t‘ions, without meeting Aany obftacle : for the garrifon of Stettin,
confifting of about 10,000 men, under general Manteuffel, could
not quit that important place, in order to oppofe the progrefs of
the Swedes. At length, however, the army, which had been in
Pruffia, arrived under general Lewhald; and, before the end of
December, forced the Swedes to abandon all they had taken,
except the Penamunder and the Anclamer retrenchments, and
retire under the cannon of Stralfund. :

Tuus ended the campaign of 1757, the moft important for
the number of great a@ions, the variety of events, and the uncer-
tainty of its iffue, of any recorded either in antient or modern
hiftory. |

WE hope our account of it, and our refleGtions on its various
operations, will prove no iefs agreeable than ufeful to our readers.

The Enp of the First VoLuME.



ERRATA

Preface, page 1, line 3, and a1, Jor Didacktical, rsed Didacticgk_
——— page 6, line 8, afler two, @dd parts.

Page v, line §, for Etries, reqd Btreés.
Page xxxiv, line 9, for on, read in.

Page 3, line 15, for any further; to prevent, read any further: To preveat..
Page 3, line 17, for Auftrians, A confiderable, read Awftrians, a confiderabie.
Page 31, line 10, after Schneeberg, add by.

Page 38, line 3, for Giltchin, read Gitchin.

Page 49, latt line, for, Bduyn, read Budyn.

Page 55, line 30, for feparaetly, read feparagely.

Page 8o, line 23, for from, read form.

Page 100, line 17, for cofted, read coafted.

Page 123, line 13, for occafloned, read occafion..

Page 137, line 14, for Lufea, read Lufatia.

Page 135, line 22, dele It has been already obferved, that.
Page 147, linc 3, for. Stornherg, read Sterberg.,
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| Highnefs Prince CaarLEs of LorrRAINE, May 6, 1757.

'NE.

Spada.
Bretlach.

~

Gen. of Horfe, Luchefi.

Dourlach.

" Wolfersdorf. Urfel.

N N

. Sq. A. D. Jofeph.

. 5q. A.D. H..no_uoE.

. 5q. Luchefi.

. Sq. Trautmansdorf.

. Bat. PEmpereur.
. — Waldeck.
. — Broune.

Bat. Keul.

2. — Dourlach.

.m .
..mm 7. Sq. Bathiani.
o e
&
T ..
Mg &
=
.m...l....m 7. Sq. Stambach.
3<=
)
G ..m, 7. Sq. Nnnr».
M
4% ( 2. Bat. Harrach.
o
MM 2. — Los Rios.
&
Wwo 2. — Merci.
L
L0
m 2. Bat. mih_u.
. <

2, — Arberg.
1. — Bethlem.

.
- Lafcy.
,M—-—\

Detached.

Referves,

|
|
|
|
|
|
|

7+ 8q. V. Modene,
7. — Ligne.

7. — Feftetitz.

#. 8q. J. Modene.

2. Bat. Konigfegg.

Argenteau.

1. ~ L. Palfi.

Maquire.

Okelli.

2. — Bareuth.
3. — Magquire.
7. Sq. C. Palf.

7. Sq. Baroniay.

! Secfeni.

§. — Efterhazy.

2. Bat. Stahrenberg.




4
)
13
: |
ASTOR, LEFEX A2
i TiLDEN Fout caTitd,



v F



THE NEW TORE
PUBLIC LioRARY

ASTOR, LENCX AND
TILDEN FounDATIOND




*52391J 28§ — ‘suour)

4, F s
> § =5 i £ 5 8 £ . ‘Jeg zf —— JuRjU[
35842 293
N B & 3 ..M @ m cu» B *bg 811 ‘[eae)
-2 I P & 1 & | ‘NOILVINLIAVOAY
S 6 g oW § 8 o8
‘He ‘UINH wo oW
UIYIIZ 3 w3 T
) ) n.w
s ¢ § gy g
g .m nm g H g F E g
48 ° 5 & &k = 8
g | a |1 1| g =Z
S “ .-ru 6 & = [V h
A ) e -~ J \ - J
MU ~uaqapaSu] Spyory ‘uin
m. . g ‘woquaduspy — 1 *youry — °1 ° . W
w m lmu m .m “ b4 . Q m&
. . —a& B @ : ‘[agnAue — * =
H & wm ¢ 3 ‘JHOpU[ION _m m ,m.m £ & m lgnaEy — 't n._.mm.u
] T35 ‘us qeq 1" g 2 2 A AgyayopmiN eger ) ¢ 5o
m : .m.m 28 LR LR R i 2= & worpo g hxmm
g | 1& | & ’ a | 14 | & Y gl
th th  thin e 4 & o« 8 o o thihthn
sy ) {G WSS i WS -~ 4 ———
“YOIBUSOYIG ‘UBULION ‘UISYUEA] ‘ZNMIUUE]  “IOIMJunIg JO Suel ] i ‘MONo0IY 42D “fopN
*2IeARUUSJ UPDAME JO 3 MOIIL, 429 mary

‘0PI JO DUNEN DUMY ‘Kuuvfur fo (viamid

‘ONIIN 4L

*LSL1 ‘g1 sunf NITOD) 38 AWYY NVISSAYT oUW I0 TTILIVA 10 NAAWA o







’\Hl‘}

/
J. LN
AN o L \
R PN BTN ¢
AITO™, Lenex anp

T2 £, CAT.ONE,




LR

THE NEW Yol i
PUBLIC LIBRARY |

ABTOR, LENOX AND
TILDEN FQUNDATIONG




/
‘Uﬂx “‘)

OR, LFN‘)X arn

AT }
——



PSSy

T b

T‘::\'f. N Y
P2l ARV

AI‘TOR. LENOX AND
FNP‘DAT (ONS.

P

—— R ~



T~ n e

; .
K
. . 1 i CE SN \1:
o NESR
. . oo U siany
ATHR, LENDX AND
TUDUN F QIRUATIONS.
. .
.
. .
L)
‘.
.
N
v
4




-

i
- E &

\

L

~;
PV

1 -1
U oiil Licaesot

\ 8]

sy, LENGX AND
FQUNDATIONS

1LOEN

e 2

a7
.
)




THE NFW YORK
PUBLIC LIBRARY

ASTOR, LINCX AD
©OTILDEN FOUNLAT ONA

)w*




T
P

PR
Tlim e

uBLIC

‘_""‘-‘.' :

.

.ipl"\;{nY :




Ve
Ao
4
-~
.m. 1. Bat. Manteufel.
=]
<4
-4
(9]
~ 5 1 Haak
N ’ )
~
-y
- m w ‘1. Bat. Wedel.
Y 5
5 OL 1. — Ramin.
o]
g
&

rlm.jw»" Bornftide,

3. Sq. Gardesdu Corps
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1. Bat. Kleift.
1. — Unruh
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1. Bat. Gremzow.

rice of Deffau.
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5. Sq. Norman,

Zetteritz.
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5. Sq. Stechow.
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