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The Right Honourable

WILLIAM PITT, Efq;

LATE

One of his Majefty's Principal Secretaries of State 5

A Man

Honoured by his King, Rever'd by the People,
Dreaded by our Enemies;

Under whose Administration

All Parties united for the common Good, Confidence between

the Court and Country was reftored, a refpedtable Militia was

eftablifhed, the natural Strength of the Nation was exerted by

$e« and Land, the Terrors of an Invafion were removed,

Public Credit was carried to the greateft Height, the Britifh

Arms triumphed in every Quarter of the Globe, Trade and

Navigation were promoted and protected, and France was

humbled, and reduced to the Necefiity of fuing for a Peace ;

THIS HISTORY
Is moft humbly Infcribed,

With a grateful Senfe of that glorious Part, which by his Wifdom a

Vigour, and Firmnefs, He has afted in the Courfe of the late War,

B Y

; His moft devoted and obedient Servant,

John Entick,





THE

GENERAL HISTORY
OF THE

LATE WAR.
The INTRODUCTION.

K3K^*i5p8C*jLL the writers on the laws of na-

<25 ••../'
'""''•

*'"--.
4
--^ ture and nations lay it down, as a

y&?,i A >£)$( maxim, not to be departed from,

I MV » That arms or force mould never

K.)^^*^)^ju( ^e employed, without an intention

thereby to obtain an honourable and lading Peace.

But, the Machiavelian politics, which have been Modern

adopted by the enemies of our nation, and the Polltlcs <

difturbers of the repofe of Europe, and have pre-

vailed in the formation of treaties of pacification,

within the prefent century, depart from that de-

firable end of ajuft and necefiary war ; and (hew

that their intention is not, in the lead, to decide

the contentions of jarring interefls ; to curb the

Vol. I. B exceed-
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exceedings of ambition •, to reconcile or abate im-

placable hatred ; to prevent craft, double meaning

and infiduous conferences in negotiations, nor to give

fufficient fecuriry for the performance of treaties.

To this depravation of politics, in the cabinets

of our enemies, we may place an account of thofe

prodigious fums of money, and that moft fur-

prifing lofs of men, expended by Great Britain,

and facrificed to eftablifh peace in Europe, and to

preferve this ifland and its dependencies from the

power, tyranny, encroachments, dilapidations, in-

trigues and perfidy of her own natural, and Eu-

rope's common enemy.

Treaty of The war with France, which terminated with
Utrecht. ^ treaty f Utrecht, coll: this nation upwards of

fixty millions in the whole, and left it fifty mil-

lions in debt : befides, after repeated victories, as

well as unexpected fuccefs, put the Englifh, and

their pofterity, in a worfe condition, not only than

any of their allies, but even their conquered ene-

mies. The national intereft was not provided for

in any better manner by the treaty of peace, con-

ofAix-ia- eluded at Aix-la-Chapelle. Matters rather de-

Chapdle. v0 }vec] int0 worfe. At Utrecht the confederates

with Great Britain obtained a valuable augmenta-

tion of territory, and a barrier, againft the French,

in the Netherlands : But by the treaty of Aix-la-

Chapelle, which left the enormous debt of eighty

millions upon the Britifli nation, their Auftrian

ally was obliged to cede leveral confiderable pof~

feffions*. And tho' the war with Spain was avow

-

3 See page 12.

cdly



. the LATE WAR.
ediy commenced to obtain an uninterrupted navi-

gation in South-America, and to procure a proper

fatisfaclion for our South- Sea company ; yet the

definitive treaty was couched in fuch indefinite

terms, that nothing was ftipulated with any pre-

cifenefs, but a fufpenfion of arms between the two

crowns, and the re-eftabliihment of commerce,

between their fubjects reciprocally, without men-

tioning a word of what gave rife to the war, in

regard to America.

Let the treaty itfelf vouch the truth.

It was on the 7th of October 1748 the Britifh,

French and Dutch plenipotentiaries fign'd the ge-

neral and definitive treaty at Aix-la-Chapelle, as did

the Spanifh plenipotentiaries on the 9th. In the

preamble we find this remarkable fallacious ex-

prefiion ;
" Europe new fees the happy day mine

" forth that the divine providence had pointed

" out for the eftablifhment of her repofe ;" when

it is certain, from the meafures immediately pur-

fued by the French court, that war remained in

their heart. However, under this deception, it

is fet forth in thejirft article, That there fhall be a

chriftian, univerfal and perpetual peace, and a

fincere and inviolable friendfhip preierved between

the contracting parties : that no hoftilities of "hit

nature or kind foever fhall be permitted, on either

fide, or on any caufe or pretence whatfoever •, in-

duftrioufly avoiding all things for the future that

might any ways difiurb or alter the union efta-

biifhed by this peace ; and that rhey mould ufe

their utmoft endeavours to procure, on all occa-

B 2 fions,
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fions, whatever may contribute to their mutual

glory, intereft and advantage, without giving the

leaft aid or affiftance, directly or indirectly, to any

perfons whomfoever, who would willingly injure

or prejudice any of the high contracting powers

whatfoever.

By the third article, the treaties of Weftphalia

in 1648-, of Madrid in 1667, 1678 and 1679;

of Ryfwick in 1697; of Utrecht in 1713 ; of

Baden in 1714.1 at the Hague in 1717-, of the

quadruple alliance at London in 1 7 1 8, and the treaty

of Vienna in 1738, are renewed and admitted to

ferve as a bafis of the prefent treaty. By the fifth

article, all the parties renounce all right and claim,

by what title or pretence whatfoever, to the places,

they mutually covenant to reftore. By the ninth

article his Britannic Majefty reftores Cape Breton

and all the conquefts made by his arms in the Eaft

and Weft Indies -, and agrees to give hoftages for

the faithful performance of this covenant. By

the fixteenth article the Catholic King allows the

affiento of negroes, and the annual (hip for the

fouth feas, to continue for four years. The fe-

venteenth article demolishes Dunkirk on the lea

fide, conformable to ancient treaties-, and allows

it to remain fortified on the land fide. By the

eighteenth article we have a true fpecimen of

French prevarication ; for, by leaving certain

points or demands open, not regulated by the ple-

nipotentiaries, nor inferted in the prefent treaty,

but to be fettled amicably, by commiflaries no-

minated for that purpofe, on each fide, or other-

wife,
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wife, as it fhall be agreed on by the interefted

powers, we fhall find that this chriftian, univerfal,

and perpetual peace, and fincere and inviolable

friendfhip, fo artfully and pompoufly fet forth at

the beginning of this treaty, is entirely enervated

and expofed to the intrigue, caprice and ambition

of our enemies, whenever they might want a

pretence to break it. And by the nineteenth and

twentieth articles all the contracting parties gua-

rantee the fucceflion of Great Britain and the

Electoral dominions of hi$ Britannic Majefry.

Let us now enquire how conformable the French Behaviotir

and Spanifh monarchs behaved to thefe engage- amj Spain,

ments, fo folemnly figned and ratified. France

put on the mafk of fincerity, and engaged Spain

to make the firft demur to the faithful execution

of her part of the definitive treaty. Notwith-

ftanding the advantages of the fixteenth article,

which grants only four years, inftead of nine, non-

enjoyment of the ajfiento contract, the Spanifh mi-

niftry were now as refractory in fatisfying the de-

mands of the Englifh South- Sea company 3
, as they

were before the commencement of the war-, tho'

the Britifh troops and fubjects had formally eva-

cuated the ifland of Ratan. They were even fo

untraceable, as to reject all the expedients offered,

on this fubject, by Mr. Benj. Keene, the Britifh

minifter at their court, who made the ftrongeft

follicitations for compromifing the differences un-

a Which, by their account delivered to the fecretary of

ftate, amounted to the fum of 1,300,000 1.

B 3
adjufted
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adjufted by the definitive treaty, until the fifth of

October, 1750; when they were pleafed to fign

what they called a definitive convention. In

SpaniHi which, after a fallacious preamble (fetting forth
definitive \ • • <r
convention the defire of their refpective fovereigns to adjuft

Seaty.

a

the difputable points, which at the treaty of Aix-

la-Chapelle remained unfettled, in regard to their

refpective pretenfions, and to the commerce of

their fubjects, and declaring their willingnefs to

terminate all things thereunto relating, by a

friendly compenfation) it was agreed to acquiefce in

the following articles :

I. His Britannic Majefty cedes to his Catholic

Majefty his right of enjoyment of the aflientoof

negroes; and of the annual {hip, during the four

years ftipulated by the fixteenth article of the

treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle.

II. His Britannic Majefty, for a compenfation

of 100,000 1. fterling
b
, which his Catholic Ma-

jefty promifes and engages to pay at Madrid, or

at London, to the royal affiento company, within

the term of three months or fooner, from the

day of the fignature of this treaty, cedes to his

Catholic Majefty all that might be due to the faid

company in any manner, on account of the faid

affiento : infomuch that this compenfation (hall

be efteemed and regarded as a full and entire fa-

tisfaclion on the part of his Catholic Majefty, and

ihall extinguish for the prefent, for the future,

b Friftead of 1,300,0001. demanded by the South-Sea

company g<: mentioned before.

and
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and for ever, all rights, pretenfions, or demands,

which might be formed in confequence of the

faid afliento or annual fhip, directly or indirectly,

either on the part of his Britannic Majefty, or on

the part of the company.

III. The Catholic King cedes to his Britannic

Majefty all that he might demand, in confe-

quence of the laid affiento or annual fhip, as well

with regard to the articles already liquidated, as

thofe, which might be eafy or difficult to liquidate

;

fo that neither on one fide, nor on the other, is

ever the lead mention to be made thereof.

IV. His Catholic Majefty confents that the Bri-

tifli fubje&s (hall pay no greater or other duties

for the merchandizes, which they import or ex-

port at the different ports of his Catholic Majefty,

than thofe, which they paid, for the fame mer-

chandize, in the time of Charles II. of Spain, re-

gulated by fchedules and ordinances of the faid

King, or of his predeceffors : And, tho' the Pie

del Fardo was not founded upon any royal ordi-

nance, his Catholic Majefty declares neverthelefs,

that he wills and ordains, that it be obferved for

the prefent, and the future, as an inviolable law,

and that all the faid duties be levied with the fame

advantage and eafe to the faid fubjects,

V. His Catholic Majefty permits the faid fub-

jects to take fait in the iiland of Tortuga, without

any moleftation, as they did in the time of King

Charles II.

VI. His Catholic Majefty confents, That the

faid fubjecls fhall not pay any other duties, than

B 4 thofe
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thofe paid by the fubjects of his Catholic Majefty

in the fame place.

VII. His Catholic Majefty grants the faid fub-

jects all the rights, privileges, franchifes, exemp-

tions and immunities whatfoever, which they en-

joyed before the laft war, in virtue of fchedules

or royal ordinances, by the articles of the treaty

of peace and commerce made at Madrid in 1667.

The faid fubjects mail be treated in Spain on the

fame footing with the mod favoured nations. In

confequence no nation (hall be rated at lefs duties

for the merchandize they fend into, or carry out

of Spain by land, than the faid fubjects pay for

fuch, as they import or export by fea. All the

rights, privileges, franchifes, exemptions, and

immunities, that are permitted to any nation, fhall

be granted to the faid fubjects : And his Britannic

Majefty confents, that the fame thing be granted

and permitted to the fubjects of Spain in the king-

doms of his faid Britannic Majefty.

VIII. His Catholic Majefty promifes to take all

the care polTible, on his part, to abolifti all the

innovations, which have appeared to be introduced

in the commerce j and in order to avert them for

the future, his Britannic Majefty promifes like-

wife, on his fide, to take all poflible care to pre-

vent all innovations of that kind.

IX. Their Catholic and Britannic Mijefties

confirm by the prefent treaty, that of Aix la-

Chapelle, and all other former treaties; which

are hereby confirmed in all their articles and

rlauies, excepting fuch as are derogated from

Z by
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by the prefent treaty •, as alfo the treaty of com-

merce concluded at Utrecht in 1 7 1 3 •, except thofe

articles, which are found contrary to the prefent

treaty, which become abolifhed and of no force,

namely, the three articles of the faid treaty of

Utrecht, commonly called explanatory.

X. All the reciprocal differences, rights, de-

mands, and pretenlions, which have fubfifted be-

tween the two crowns of Spain and Great Britain,

wherein no other nation hath any part, intereft or

right of intervention, being hereby accommodated

;

the two ferene Kings mutually engage for the

punctual execution of this treaty of reciprocal

compenfation, which fhall be ratified by their faid

Majeflies, and the ratifications exchanged within

the term of fix weeks, from the day of the figna-

ture hereof, or fooner if pofiible.

It was reafonable to expect, that this definitive Its defici-

convention would have determined the difputable urd to the

points, not regulated, nor fettled by the definitive J^S^f
treaty at Aix-la-Chapelle •, fome of which were the war.

nothing lefs than the very points, which had oc-

cafioned lb long and expenfive a war-, to the mu-

tual injury of Great Britain and Spain. Thefe

points were, 1. What the common voice included

in the words no search, and fignifies free trade

and navigation, in Britifn bottoms, with our Weft

India colonies, without being fubj-ct to be board-

ed by Spanifh guarda coftas, in open feas, and

rummaged or fearched by them for Spanifh goods,

of the growth or manufacture of New Spain or

other
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other territories, iflands and places bordering on

thofe feas, and fubject to the crown of Spain.

By \vh\ch right, claimed by the Spaniards, our na-

vigation from Jamaica efpecially, was rendered

precarious ; it being impoflible for thofe iflanders

to make proper returns, without felling, or bar-

tering, for Spanifli money, or goods, brought to

their markets by Spanifh agents ; and almoft as

impoflible for our fhipping to make a fafe voyage,

without making the coail of Cuba in their way to

Great Britain ; as might be inftanced in the many

depredations made upon them by the guarda cof-

tas. Except we are to underftand the Spanilh re-

nunciation of this right, under the ambiguous

terms in the eighth article of this convention

;

where the Catholic King promifes to take all the

care poflible, on his part, to abolifh all the innova-

tions, which have appeared to be introduced in the

commerce. Such, no doubt, were the practices of

the guarda coftas •, but not fo fufficiently and de-

finitely here defcribed and acknowledged, as to

regulate and fettle this difputed point, which had

been the caufe of fo much bloodfhed and expence.

So that Spain was left in a condition to revive this

dormant right, and to return to their depredations

in thofe feas, without breach of treaty ; and from

the filence of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, &c.

to infift upon fearcbing all Britilh bottoms, which

failed near their coafts. Secondly, Another point

in difpute was our right to cut logwood in Cam-

pechy and Honduras. A trade of the utmofl im-

2 port-
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portance to Great Britain •, for, without this wood,

feveral confiderable branches in trade and manu-

facture would be at a Hand. A right fo well

eftablifhed upon the cleared title, as let forth by

our board of trade and plantations in the reign of

George I. that, the only means for the Spaniards

to avoid its acknowledgment, was to decline its Why.

difcuffion, and thereby to leave the foundation of

another quarrel. Which, notwithstanding the

formal ratification of former treaties, and the par-

ticular flipulations and promifes, concerning rights,

privileges, franchifes, exemptions, immunities,

and favours in regard to duties, appears, and

fhall be proved, in the courfe of this hiftory, to

have been the intention of Spain, as well as of

France, at the time of figning the peace of Aix-

la-Chapelle.

Thus the French fucceeded in their fcheme French

to flrike up a peace, at a time their maritime motlves for

intereft had fuffered extremely, and they faw their

own ruin inevitable, fhould they neglect the pa-

cific difpofition of the prefent miniflry of Great

Britain, and rifque all to the chance of more war-

like and vigorous meafures, to which his Bri-

tannic Majefly was perfonally more inclined.

Yet they kept two things in view to fecure the

confidence and affections of their allies : and to

keep Great Britain embarraffed, both abroad and

at home. They faithfully protected the territo-

rial property of their confederates ; whereas we

confented to, or rather obliged the Queen of

Hun*
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Hungary to cede Silefia to the King of Pruffia,

and a large territory to Don Philip in Italy. And

by prevailing with the Spaniards not to admit the

Britifh right to a free navigation and to cut log-

wood, they ruined the Britifh miniftry in the af-

fections of the people : fo that by raifing a jea-

loufy between the court and the country, they

gained time to carry their perfidious plan into ex-

ecution ; having confented to a peace only to

prepare and ftrengthen France for the renewal

of the war.

T H E
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Shewing the provocations leading thereunto, and

the means to prevent it.

THE treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle having tied A.D.

the hands of Great Britain, France imme- * 74 "

diately improved the prefent moment. Her emif- France's

faries were difpatched throughout all the world, ^"the
She re-exerted her political intrigues at Conftanti- Peace «

nople, where fhe procured the depofition of the

Mufti, the difgrace of the Grand Vizir, and en-

dangered the fafety of the Sultan, by irritating

the janizaries againft all, who had recommended

or favoured a pacific difpofition during the wars of

chriftendom : and fhe reigned flill predominant at

Stockholm j and renewed the fubfidy treaty with

his Danifh majefty. New alliances were fought a
:

fubfi-

a By promoting the marriage of the Infanta Donna Maria

of Spain with Viclor Amadseus Maria, Prince of Piedmont,

a treaty
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A. D. fubftdiary treaties were renewed : her militia well
7+ ' regulated and difciplined : her armies b kept up

:

her fortifications repaired, and a more than ordi-

nary effort was made to recruit and to eftablifh

her marine c
in a more refpectable condition, than

heretofore.

Examples But wnat ^oes tn *s vat7 ^rom tne conftant prac-

of French tice f tne French at other times, when perhaps

they had not fuch a plaufible defence for their

breach of faith ? Not content with the acquifition

of A 1 face by the treaty of Weftphalia in 1648,

under the reflection of maintaining the privileges

after the ancj liberties of ten imperial cities fituate in that
treaty or

_

*

Weitpha- extenfive and important country, the French mon-

arch invaded their freedom, abolifhed their privi-

leges, and by force obliged them to fubmit to the

law of his own will, as foon as he found the gua-

Pyienees. rantees of that treaty difarmed. The means by

which the French got a footing in Flanders, con-

trary to the treaty of the Pyrenees : the wanton-

a treaty was brought about between France, Spain and Sar-

dinia, under a pretence of maintaining the peace of Italy

:

it was agreed to comprehend the King of the Two Sicilies, the

Duke of Modena, the Republic of Genoa, and the Infant

Duke of Parma and Placentia, with engagement by France

and Spain to furniih 30,000 men, mould any of the contract-

ing parties ftand in need of afiiftance.

b In Sept. 1749, her forces confifted of 150,000 effective

men, ready for action ; befides the militia.

c A plan was formed by M. Rouille to have m mips of

the line, 54 frigates, 22 bomb ketches and 25 fire fhips—

.

always ready in time of peace to put to fea. Twenty millions

of livres were appropriated for this fervice, annually.

nefs
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nefs with which Lewis XIV. violated the treaty of A. D.
174.8

Nimeguen almoft before it was definitively figned :
_

*

and the ftory of the partition treaty, which was
Nimesuen -

abandoned by France, as ibon as it was folemnly
treaty.

00

ratified, are eternal mementos of French perfidy.

To thefe add the conduct of Lewis XV. in regard

to the pragmatic fanction, whofe guaranteefhip Pragmatic

was purchafed at the extraordinary price of the

dutchy of Lorrain, annexed to the crown of France

:

yet upon the demife of the Emperor Charles VI.

the armies of this perfidious nation were prepared,

and actually affifted the Elector of B-avaria, to over-

turn that very treaty, and, if pofiible, to dethrone

the Auftrian heirefs, whom their King had fo

lately fworn in the name of the Holy Trinity to

protect and defend from all her enemies. And in

regard to Great Britain alone, the treaty of Utrecht

furnifhes fufficient ideas of that nation's intentions, Utrecht,

when our intereft and their own interfere with each

other. By that treaty (twelfth article) " All Nova
" Scotia or Acadia, with its ancient limits, and

" with all its dependencies, is ceded to the crown

" of Great Britain." And (fifteenth article) " The
w fubjects of France, inhabitants of Canada, and
<c elfewhere, fhall not difturb or moleft, in any

" manner whatever, the five Indian nations, which

" are fubject to Great Britain, nor its other Ame-
" rican allies."

Clear as thefe articles may feem to be, it is cer-

tain that the French never intended to fubmit to

their contents. They, ever fince they thought trade Tw0 ob _

and commerce an object worthy of their attention, j^ c£

f

have inks.
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A. D. have kept two capital views in fight, whenever
74 ' America has been the object of confideration. The

one was to extend themfelves from Canada fouth-

wards, through the lakes, along the back of our co-

lonies, in order to cut off our communication with

the Indian nations, and to open a communication

for themfelves between the rivers St. Lawrence and

MiffifTippi ; and thus to join, as it were, their co-

lonies of Canada and Louifiana. The other, and

indeed the mod important to them and moft fatal

to the Englifh, was to gain a communication with

the ocean ; the only accefs to Canada being com-

monly fliut up half the year.

Therefore full ofthis project ofAmerican empire

;

for fupreme dominion is the aim of the French,

wherever they gain a footing ; they, in defiance of

the treaty of Utrecht, began, foon after its ratifica-

tion, to violate thofe folemn conceffions, by large

Encroach- encroachments, &c. In the year 1720, they feized
merits in . -- r ,. T . r . ,

North upon the important pals 01 Niagara, iituate in the
America COuntry of the five Indian nations, from which they
begun. ' '

• -

~
were exprefly excluded by the fifteenth article ; and

fortified it, with a view to defend their encroach-

ments already made, and defigned to be carried on

with force, upon the Britifh empire in North Ame-
rica ; they being able by this ufurpation to com-

mand the lakes, and at leifure to extend themfelves

to the Ohio, and to continue a chain of forts and

fettlements down to the mouth of the Miffifiippi.

The plan of ufurpation on the back of our co-

lonies, from henceforward, went on gradually and

fuccefsfully, from year to year. The Indians,

acknow-
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acknowledged by the treaty of Utrecht to be under A. D.

the dominion of the Britifh crown, were debauched *
7+ "

from our intereft and their allegiance, and fpirited Indians!

*

up to mafiTacre and fcalp the Englifh : So that in the

year 1731 the French had the infolence to erect

the fort of Crown Point in the centre of the Five

Nations^ and actually within the limits of the pro-

vince of New York -, in order mOre effectually to

expofe our mod valuable colonies to Indian maf-

facres and French ufurpation, and more eafily to

open a communication with the great ocean, as

may be feen by calling an eye upon its advantage-

ous fituation for thefe purpofes. Yet they were

fuffered to proceed without any refentment on the

part of the Britifh miniftry !

The infidelity of the French, in regard to Nova Their

Scotia or Acadia, kept pace with their other con- NovaSco-

duct in North America. This peninfula, (as if it tiaorAca-

were deferted by the Britifh court, which never

thought of fettling it for the national intereft, till

after the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle; and where the

French forefaw no refiflance, whenever it fhould

fuit them beft to make a total feizure thereof for

completing their American plan of empire) laid

expofed to whatever ufes our enemies, or rivals in

power as well as trade, thought proper to put it.

They formed a plan, during this long interval, to

rob us of that extenfive country, whenever they

mould be able to bring the Britifh miniftry into a

temper to fubmit the title, given us by treaty, as

well as priority of difcovery, to the uncertain de-

termination of commifTaries, as fhall be fhewn here-

Vol. I. C after 1

1
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A. D. after •, refolved at the fame time, if they fhould not
1/4

' be able to carry their point, in that way of nego-

tiation, to ftrengthen themfelves upon the premifes,

and to fupport a bad argument by force of arms.

Such was the fituation of affairs in America,

and the mod certain index of the meafures taken

by the French, upon the figning of the treaty of

Aix-la-Chapelle ; in which they gained this Angu-

lar advantage, to encourage them to proceed in

their usurpations in North America j namely,

That, notwithftanding it was notorious to all the

world, that the increafe of their territory, and the

diminution of our power, on that continent, had

been the object of the French councils, ever fince

the treaty of Utrecht j and that hoftilities were

commenced in thofe parts, before the war -, the

Weaknefs Britifh friiniftry, neither availed themfelves of the

Brifiih mi- war t0 difpoffefs the French of our property •, nor,

niftiy. when they were negotiating a peace, does it ap-

pear, that they paid any regard to a point of the

laft importance to Great Britain. If his Majefty's

plenipotentiaries received no inftrucYions on that

head, it could not be owing to the want of intel-

ligence ; for it is certain that repeated remon-

ftrances were tranfmitted from the governors of

our colonies againft the practices of the French j

which fcarce can be thought to have mifcarried •,

or to have been deftroyed or neglected by them in

power -, as fome people have fuggefted.

Bmiih GreatBritain,ever credulous, was the only power
condu£t that difarmed herfelf, and could not believe any

peace. latent evil defign, in the meafures taken, by her

perfi-
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perfidious neighbours, to break the peace. Even A - D -

his moft gracious Majefty, in his fpeech to both /+9 "

houfes of parliament on June 13, 1749, was fo

thoroughly fatisfied with the fincerity of the con-

tracting powers, That he fays, " All the pc ers

*' concerned have declared themfelves in fo clear

4< and friendly "a manner, on this fubjecl:, as leaves

" no room to doubt of their fincere difpofition to

" render the peace lading in all parts." The failors

were difcharged, the (hips of war laid up : The

fhipwrights paid off, and permitted to enter,

as did our feamen, into the fervice of France and

Spain. Cur army was reduced to 1 8,000 men ;

and, what was equally as impolitic, we had tiif-

gufted our late allies -

3 difpofed, nay almoft pro-

voked, them to receive overtures from our natural

. enemy, and took no regard to fecure any others

;

except Bavaria, which was engaged by an annual

fubfidy of 40,0001. two thirds to be paid by Great

Britain, and the other by Holland, to keep 6000

men in pay to march at the requifition of thole

powers, for fix years •, but not to be employed

againfl. the Emperor, nor the Empire-, with promife

of indemnification by the maritime powers, in cafe

Bavaria fhould fuffer any damage on this account.

The affairs of the North, which threatened to TrouMes

break out into troubles on the expected death of
JJjJfim.

the King of Sweden, favoured the political con- proved by

duel: of France \ always ready to fnateh every ad-

vantage from the quarrels of other nations. The

confequences of France's interfering in thofe trou-

bles, on one fide or other, might be no lefs than

C 2 the
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A» D. the flames of a new war ; which might by treaties

involve us again in connections, that would en-

tirely deprive us of the benefits of peace, and of

the means to refent, or provide againft the arma-

ments and hoftilities of France, either in Europe

or America. This feems to have been forefeen by

the Britifli court-, and Colonel York, the Britifli

minifter, at that time, at Paris, was ordered J
to

iound the Marquis of Puyfieux, the French mi-

nifter, concerning the premifes, and the difpofi-

tion of his royal matter in cafe of a rupture be-

tween Ruffia and Sweden. To whom that mini-

fter replied in fuch terms, as left no room for

doubting of the French monarch's readinefs to

take a part in thofe troubles. He faid, " That as

" future events are in the hands of Providence,

" time only could difcover whether that part of

" Europe was really deftined for the renewal of

" broils, and the calamities of war ; to ward off

" which his Majefty [Lewis] would neglect no
" means in his power. But that in cafe all his

" pains and endeavours mould prove fruitlefs, and

" his Majefty be called upon to fulfil his engage-

" ments with Sweden, it was (from his Majefty's
64 well known character) needlefs to inform him
ce [Colonel York] that he muft anfwer the demand
" with the exact nefs and punctuality, which the

" execution of folemn treaties requires."

A few days after (March 18) appeared the fol-

lowing expofition of the motives, that determined

d In the beginning of March 1749.

the



the LATE WAR. 21

the King of Prufiia to keep his army e
in readinefs A

-
D '

T "749'
to march on the firft warning :

< ; The King con-° Why the

** fidering peace and union among the Princes of*King of

" Europe, as the greateft happinefs they can afpire kept 'up

" to, his Majefty greatly rejoiced to fee the foun- his army.

" dations thereof laid at Aix-la-Chapelle by the

" contracting parties in the late treaty of peace.—

•

" There was nothing wanting in order to render

" this happinefs univerfal ; but the difperlion of

" the clouds, which feemed to be gathering in

" the north. The King laboured as effectually,

" as he poffibly could, to prevent the effects there

-

" of.—Neverthelefs thofe clouds are ftill lowring,

" and give reafon to fear that they may, this ap-

sc preaching fpring, be productive of iome event

" capable of dilturbing the tranquillity of the

" north j unlefs the wifdom of Divine Providence

" preferves Europe from this difafter.—The ex-

" traordinary movements made in the dominions

" of fome neighbouring powers f
, the armaments

" and preparations carried on there, fufficiently

" intimate, thofe powers are filled with the fame

" apprehenfions, as the King, in regard to the

" interruption of the public tranquillity.— Jt be-

" comes the prudence of fovereigns, when they

" forefee events, which may, in their confequences,

" influence the tranquillity of their dominions, and

" of their fubjecls, to take, long beforehand,

*' the necefiary precautions againll a fudden fur-

e Then confining of 150,000 men, well provided.

{ Alluding to Ruilia, Sweden, Denmark, and Auftria, who
all pretended to arm with the fame views ; and to the decla-

ration and meafures of the French.

C 3 prize.
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a. D. " prize.—Such then is the motive, which has made
J 749- «t £1^ King judge it neceffary that he fhould make

" likewife difpofitions for putting his army in a con-

" dition to .act, in order to keep at a diftance from

" his dominions all the unforefeen dangers, that

" might difturb the repofe of his faithful fub-

"je&s, &c."

France made fo fure of embroiling Great Britain

feize upon by a northern war, that, inftead of complying with

jflands?

1

*
the directions and obligations of the late treaty,

which had delivered her from the power of our

arms, her minifters were encouraged to raife frem

difficulties, and to employ force to defeat the real

intention of the conferences ftipulated to be held

by commifiaries on the difputable points not fet-

tled by the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle. For, be-

fore the day of s folemn thankfgiving for the

peace, the nation was alarmed with the following

act of hoitility upon the very iflands, whofe right

had been fubje&ed to the determination of the faid

commifiaries : as appears at large by this ordinance

of the General of the French windward iflands in

America, of the 7th of December 11

1748, N. S.

French " Charles de Thebieres, de Levi, de Peflel, de

Xr^or- " Grimoard, Marquis of Caylus, Knight of the

dinance « order of St. John of Jerufalem, and of the royal

" and military order of St. Lewis, Commander in :

" Chief of his Majefty's fhips,' his Governor and
" Lieutenant General of the iflands of Martinico,

s April 25, 1749.
b Only one month and twenty-fix days after the figning of

the definitive treaty at Aix-la-Chapelle.

" Guarda-

thereon.
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** Guardalupe, Grande and Petite Terre, Defeada, A - X>>

" Mary Galant, the Saints Dcminico, St. Lucia,
17*9 '

" St. Vincent, Bequia, Canaouan, Cairiouacon,

" Grenade, and of all the iflands and iflets com-
" monly called the Gran adillos, Tobago, St. Bar-

" tholomew, St. Martin, Cayan, and the conti-

" nent comprehended between the rivers of the

" Amazons and Oronoque.

" The ifland of Tobago, commonly called To-

" bacco^ one of thofe under our government, in-

" difputably belonging to his Majefty, and the pro-

" perty,which he has in it having been authenticly

" acknowledged by treaties, and no prince or fo-

" vereign power whatever laid any pretenfion to

" the fovereignty, or dominion of the fame j has

" obliged us to give no credit to an information

" we have received, that a fmall frigate, fliling

" herfelf Englifh, and authorized by certain pre-

" tended powers iflued from the Governor of Bar-

" badoes, mould have been about a month fince

" at the faid ifland of Tobago ; and there clan-

" deftinely (luck up to trees, in different parts of

" the fame, a pretended proclamation, importing,

" that Mr. Greenville, Governor of Barbadoes,

" who in the fame proclamation calls himfelf,

" without any foundation, Governor of St. Lucia,

** Dominico, St. Vincent and Tobago, together

" with all the iflands, colonies, and plantations

" in America, commonly called or known by the

" name of the Caribbee Iflands (which iflands and

*- plantations, nevertheleis indifputably belonging

" to his Majefly) had ordered the inhabitants of

C 4 " Toba-
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A. D. " Tobago, who are all fubjeffs to his Majefty, tq
x 749' «

qU j t t^g fame jn t ]ie fpace of thirty days, giving

te them to underftand, that they muft expect mill?

^ tary execution in cafe of their non-compliance-,

" the nature of fuch an act, and the terms, in

!' which it is conceived, puts it out of all doubt

" that it could never have proceeded from the

ec Governor of Barbadoes, but is the work of

" fome evil difpofed perfon, and determines us to

" wave the demanding any fatisfaction from the

" pretended author of it, who in all probability

c? had no hand in it.

" Neverthelefs, it being neceffary to hinder any

" perfon, of what quality, condition, and nation

M foever they may be, from falling into the fnare

" laid for them : We declare to all the fubjefb of

" his Majefty, who are fettled upon the faid ifland

" of Tobago, as well whites, as Indians, Negroes,

" Mulattoes, Meftees, and all others, that it may
rt concern, that we will defend them againft the
u attempts, that any nation, ftrangers to us, may
" form againft the faid ifland •, and that we will

?' fend them fuch a quantity of ammunition and
" provifions, as they may ftand in need of.

'* We prohibit their having any correfpondence

" or dealing with the neighbouring colonies, be-

" longing either to the Englifh, Dutch, or Danes
2

(t nor to fuffer any of them to continue amongft
" them •, or to permit their coming on fliore in the
4 ' faid ifland of Tobago, until fuch time, as we
" fhall have lent a commanding officer with regu-

f* lar troops, for their protection and defence.

a Tj-
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" It is our will, that thefe prefents be read, A. D.

46 publifhed, and let up in all the quarters of the
l/49 °

'* faid ifland of Tobago, that no perfon whatever

?c may plead ignorance of the fame. Given under

" our feal at arms, and the counterfign of our

" firft Secretary at Martinico, the 7th day of De^

" cember 1748.
Le Marquis de Caylus.

By his Lordfhip's command.
Mouret.

This ordinance was fupported by two French Maintain,-

frigates, one of 40 guns, the other of 36. in
«ibyforce,

the interim his Britannic Majefty's (hip, the Bofton

of 20 guns, Captain Wheeler, arrived at the fame

place '. The French commander demanded his

bufinefs there, (which was for wood and water,

and to prevent the ufurpations of the French on

that neutral ifland) and forbid him to lend his boat

on fhore, or to give any difturbance to the French

in that ifland ; adding that they were furprifed

Mr. Greenville would take upon him to order any

of the inhabitants to withdraw from off that ifland,

which belonged to his molt Chriftian Majefty,

and that if they found him there again, they

would repel him by force
k

. At the fame time

the French, to prevent any furprize, erected a

battery of twelve guns, and began another cf

equal force.

The like hoflilities began now alfo to be prac-

tifed in Nova Scotia or Acadia, whofe limits were

? Courlander's Bay.

fc Advice from Barbadoes, dated January 21, 1748-9.

referred
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A, D. referred alfo to the decifion of commhTaries. Cape
Breton having been given back by the treaty to

France, the people of New England reprefented

The im- the importance and neceffity of cultivating; or co-
portance , . . . .

J &
of Nova Ionizing this country fo effectually, by delcribing
Scotia

* its produce, capacious and fafe harbours for mips
of any burden, and fhewing that by its fituation,

it might be made not only a barrier againft all the

fchemes and forces of the French in thofe parts,

for extending their trade ; but a key to their fur-

trade and cod- fifhery, and to counteract any at-

tempts made againft our fettlements on that coaft,

by the greateft power France is able to equip at

Cape Breton; that plans were formed, and his

Ordered to Majefty approved J of one of them for the better
bc iettlcd

' peopling and fettling the province of Nova Scotia

in America, and for extending and improving the

fifhery thereof, and eftablifhing a civil government.

Amongft other arguments to forward this refo-

For what lution of the Britifh council, it was urged, That
the reftoration of Louifbourg might prove very
fatal to us in another war, unlefs the government
could be prevailed upon to fettle and fortify Nova-
Scotia, which, as it would be a barrier to all our
northern provinces, and, as it might be made a

check upon Louifbourg and the French encroach-
ments in the fifhery, would, in time, be of more
fervice to the nation, than half the colonies already

fettled : that it has a very large extent of fea-

coaft, abounding with fine rivers, bays, and har-

2 In council on March 7, 1749. O. S.

bours,
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bours, and is furrounded with fuch fifhing banks a. D.

for cod and other fifh, as are to be found in no ! '49-

other part of the world : That the foil is vaftly

prolific in all forts of herbage, grain and fruit,

and abounds with excellent timber. That its

trade, when properly fettled, would be the greateit

feminary, we can have, for feamen ; and add a

considerable weight to our commercial intereft,

and greatly enrich his Majefty's kingdoms ; the

climate being healthy and agreeable, perfectly
'

adapted to the Englifh constitutions ; and that it

would want but little encouragement more than a

proper protection, under the form of a civil go-

vernment, and a humane governor.

Tranfports were provided, and proper encou- a lar^e

ragement offered to fuch as would venture upon colo"y
r tranfported

the fettlement and cultivation of this colony : and thither.

General Cornwallis was appointed their governor,

with a fufficient number of forces, and directions

to fortify the country, and to allure the French,

that mould be found within the -limits of the

Britifh dominions, in that province, that they

fhould be protected in their Settlements, on the

fole condition of taking an oath of fidelity to his

Britannic Majefty. The number of families,

which entered voluntarily for this colony were

three thoufand feven hundred and fifty, and up-

wards ', which failed from England in the begin-

ning of May 1748, and arrived at the harbour pf<r*he
-

Chebuctou, the place of their deitination, to erect mal.

fortifications and to build a regular town, fur-

rounded with a ftrong pallifade, on the more of

one
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A. D. one of the mod fecure and commodious havens
J
"
49 " in the whole world, and fituated about midway

between cape Canfeau and cape Sable. Which

town was named Halifax in honour of the

noble Earl of that title, who then prefided over

the board of trade and plantations, and had in a

particular manner diftinguifhed his judgment and

capacity in executing the plan, and his parriotic

zeal in the remarkable diligence and trouble, with

which he cherifhed and eitablifhed that infant co-

lony m
.

Difturbed Immediately upon the appearance of this power-

Firench
^ D°dy> reinforced with two regiments from Cape

Breton, and a company of rangers from Annapo-

lis, the only fort at that time belonging to Great

Britain, on thepeninfula, the French fettlers, who,

in time of peace, had affected to call themfelves

Neutrals -, but, upon every difpute between the

two crowns, intrigued with the Indians, and joined

with their own countrymen in fupport of their

ufurpations, encroachments and hoftilities ; were

either compelled by M. de la Corne •, or they wil-

fully rejected the protection of Great Britain,

drove away their cattle, burnt their houfes, and

withdrew to St. John's, &c.

This was followed by open hoftilities. A party

of French and Indians, in their intereft, feized

upon a veflel belonging to Bofton, in New- Eng-

land, Beath^ Matter, at or near Canfeau -, and Cap-

m The expence incurred this year, by the new colony of

Nova-Scotia, appears by the efUmates laid before parliament

to excesd 76,000 1.

tain
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tain Donnel was attacked at the head of the bay A. D.

of Fundy, near Chebu&ou : he was wounded, and * 749
*

had three of his men killed. Every day produced

frefh complaints of the hoftile behaviour of the

French and Indians under their influence : which

obliged the governor to employ force in his own Meafures

defence. He detached 1000 regular forces under f
f defence

o bv the go-

the command of Major Lawrence, with four floops vemmem.

of war to Chigneclo, to drive out the Indians,

who had been engaged by the French to annoy the

Englifh ever fince their fir(t landing. Thefe In-

dians mixed with the neutral French, to the num-

ber of about 800, being entrenched behind ftrong

banks and pallifadoes, made cannon-proof, ob-

ftructed their landing. But, Major Lawrence, at

the head of a hundred chofen men, made a fecond

attempt about a mile and a half from their en-

trenchment i where allb the enemy detached a fuf-

ficient party to receive him with their fmall arms

;

but he landed in the midft of their fire, without

returning it, till his men had run up to their

nofes ; by which means a great number of the

enemy were killed, before they had time to load

again. The remains fled with great precipitation

under the protection of a French commander, en-

camped on the ground, acrofs the river, claimed

by France n
. Major Lawrence defired a parley

with the French commander : in which he de-

manded to know, " why the French inhabitants

had fhaken off their allegiance to the King of Great

He had built a fort here by the nair.e of Beau Sajour.

Britain :*'
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A. D. Britain :" but could get no other anfwer than,

49 ' " he had orders to defend that poll-, which he

" was refolved to obey."

Thus the French were determined to feize upon

all Nova-Scotia, beyond the bay of Fundi, from

the riveer Chignecto to the river St. John. But

both their actions and intentions, in this province,

will more fully appear in the memorial delivered

to the French court by the Earl of Albemarle.

.„ • , f | ^HE under-written AmbafTador-extraordinary
Memorial '

concerning ancj Plenipotentiary from his Majefty of Great

tia . Britain, has orders from the King his matter

;

dated Hanover the 26th of lad month, to repre-

fent to the court of France, how much he is fur-

prifed at hearing the violent proceedings of the

French in America, under the authority and di-

rection of M. de la Jonquiere, who has readily

avowed them.

M. Cornwallis, Governor of Nova-Scotia, has

informed the Duke of Bedford, by a letter dated

the ill of May this year, that the French have

* taken pofieflion of all that part of Nova- Scotia

beyond the bay of Fundi, from the river Chig-

necto, to that of St. John, making the firft the

limits of that province.

They have reduced Beubafiin to afhes, and car-

ried to the other lide of the river the inhabitants

with their effects ; compelled them to take up

arms, and formed them into companies ; fo that

the Sfeur La Corne, a French officer, has at that

place, under his command, a body of 2,500 men,

made
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made up of regular troops, Canadians and In- A.D.

dians. , 745-

The Sieur La Corne and father Loutre, a French

miffionary, have made ufe of repeated and innu-

merable promifes and menaces, in order to per*

fuade all the inhabitants of the province to leave

the country.

The inhabitants declare openly their abhorrence

of thefe proceedings -, but the Sieurs La Corne

and Loutre threaten them with a general maffacre

from the Indians, if they remain in the province.

They fupport and protect openly the Indians, our

declared enemies ; whoinlift under the banners df

France. They detain the King's fubjedts, his of-

ficers and foldiers prifoners. They excite the

King's French fubjects to rebellion, and thofe,

who remain loyal, they threaten with deftruclion.

They fend their Indian flaves all over the country,

where they are guilty of all forts of outrages.

They have fet fire to the town acknowledged

by themfelves to appertain to his Britannic Ma-

jefty.

Governor Cornwallis fent the Sieur Lawrence,

Major of foot, with a detachment to Chignecto,

where he arrived on the 20th of laft April. They

faw the French fet fire to the town of Chignecto,

French colours planted on the ditches, and the

Sieur De la Corne at the head of his detachment,

braving Major Lawrence, and declaring that he

would defend, to the laft, that ground as belong-

ing to France.

The
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A. D. The Sicur De la Corne having fent to defire <S

,74"9 ' conference with the Sieur Lawrence, the Utter,

accompanied by two captains of foot, went to

meet him, and demanded by whofe orders he had

thus come into his Britannic Majefty's territories,-

and committed fuch ads of violence. The Sieur

De la Corne anfwered : it was by thofe of Mr. De
la Jonquiere, who had alfo commanded him to

take porTeffion ofChippodi, John's river, Mamram,
Cooke, Pitcordiack, and of all that country, as

far as the river, which was on the right hand of

Major Lawrence, as belonging to his moll Chrif-

tian Majefty ; or, at leaft, that he was to keep

and defend it as fuch, till fuch time as the limits

were fettled by commifTaries appointed for that

purpofe.

Though the Sieur Lawrence had under his com-

mand a detachment of regular troops, very little

inferior to that commanded by Sieur De la Corne,

he forebore committing any hoftilities, in obedience

to the King of Great Britain's orders for that pur-

pofe.

The King cannot perfuade himfelf thatthefe acts

of violence have been committed with the know-

ledge of the court of France, and he is fo fully

convinced of his mofl Chriftian Majefty's equity,

and his defire to maintain a good understanding

between the two crowns, that he allures himfelf

the moil Chriftian King will readily fhew his dis-

approbation of fuch conduct.

Governor Cornwallis has never made, nor de-

figned to make any fettlements out of the limits

of
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df the Peninfula* which the French before never A - D.

pretended to belong to them : the King of Great

Britain having had no intention in forming a fet-

tlement in his province of Nova Scotia, to en-

croach on the rights of his mod Chriftian Maje-

ily, or to take forcible poffefiion of a country, of

which the King had referred the right of property

to the decifion of commifTaries appointed for that

purpofe, before it was poffible for them to have

met in order to proceed to the fettling of the

limits.

The underwritten ambaflfador has orders to de-

mand, that the conduct of M. de la Jonquiere be

difavowed, that pofitive orders be fent to him im-

mediately to withdraw his troops and the Indians

under his authority, from the places which be-

long to Great Britain j that amends be made for

the ads of violence which have been committed,

and the damages which the King's fubjects have

fuffered : and his Majefly is perfuaded that the

court of France will make no difficulty, to give

the underwritten ambafTador a duplicate of the

orders, which will be fent to the governor of Ca-

nada, that he may tranfmit them to his court.

Done at Compeigne the 7th of July 1750.

Signed Albemarle.

The Marquis of Puyfieulx aniwered this me-

morial, by a letter to the Earl of Albemarle,

dated the 23d of July 1750, in the form follow-

ing.

Vol. I. D SIR,
1
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a. D. si R,
I75 °' TN the memorial) which your excellency has given

fwer byVhfc me concerning the complaints of M. Cornwallis,

comt of Governor of Acadia, are contained many facts, fo
? luiice. .

contrary to the equity of his Majefty, the inftruc-

tions of M. de la Jonquiere, and that, if they are

found to be fuch, as they are reprefented, the King

will take carejuftice (hall be done to his Britannic

Majefty's fubjects, and will give fuch frefh orders,

as will prevent the rife of any difpute of what kind

foever between the two nations, his Majefty being

thoroughly perfuaded his Britannic Majefty will

give, on his fide, orders to the fame purpofe.

Give me leave, Sir, to tell you, I cannot be

prevailed upon to believe, but that the facts are

expofed with too much exaggeration, and from

my knowledge of M. de la Jonquiere's prudence,

and in the instructions, which he has, I am forry

M. Cornwallis has not applied for redrefs, before

he had made complaints to his court. I fent your

memorial, as foon as I received it, to M. Rouille,

and defired he would take the proper fteps, to be

informed in a fpeedy and precife manner, of what

has palled at Canada, fo as I may be enabled to

give your excellency a more pofuive anfwer. I

have the honour to be, &c.

Signed Puysieulx..o

Soon after the French miniftry gave the Earl of

Albemarle a letter, wrote by M. Rouille to M. de

la Jonquiere, in which he was defired to forbear

hoftilities upon the fubjects of England -, which

entirely
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entirely anfwered the ends of the court of France, A. D»

to keep Great Britain inactive, and to gain time 75°*

to execute their own perfidious fchemes. For

M. Cornwallis was not properly reinforced, to drive

the French from their encroachments, and they

kept their ground, and continued their hoftilities,

till the year 1755, when they were driven out by

the New England troops.

The French infincerity on this occafion is very

eafily to be gathered from this evafive anfwer.

But on the 1 5th of September following the French

miniftry acted more openly, and delivered a me-

morial to Lord Albemarle, by way of confutation

of that delivered on the part of his Britannic Ma-

jefty ; in which counter-memorial they deny molt

of the facts laid to the charge of their governor

and officers in Canada and Acadia j and fpeak of

the limits of the province of Nova Scotia in the

moft quibbling manner.

The French did not confine their operations of Other ope-

war to the limits of Nova Scotia or Acadia. This [he°Fren°ch

was only the fagg end of their grand American c°m
\

'"

North A-
fcheme. The ftrength and riches of their mother merica.

country were found to increafe, in proportion to

their power and trade in the Weft Indies ; and

they were as fully fatisfied, that their fugar

iflands could not be fupported, with the defirable

advantage, unlefs they could be fupplied with

provifions, lumber and other necelTaries from

plantations, under the dominion of France in

North America. Such is the natural connection

of thofe two parts of the new world •,. which puts

D 2 our
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A. D. our enemies upon meaiures to procure thofe con-

veniences by intrigue, breach of faith, mifinter-

pretation of treaties, unjuft claims, ufurpations

and encroachments in times of peace, which they

could not obtain by treaty, or by force and arms.

They purfued this plan, for many years, by erect-

ing a cordon of forts and garrifons on our back

fettlements, from the bay of Fundy, in Nova Sco-

tia, to fort du Quefne, on the confines of Virginia

:

and, when they difcovered the inattention of the

Englim miniftry towards thofe encroachments, at

the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle, they immediately

prepared to carry on their approaches towards the

fea ; ftrengthened and increafed their fortifications;

augmented their forces on the continent, and pro-

ceeded in every other manner, as people deter-

mined to carry their point by furprife ; as thofe

regions on the fouth of the bay of St. Lawrence

did not fall under ° the article of difputable points

to be decided by commhTaries : tho' the feveral

provinces under the Britifh dominion had, from

time to time, remonftrated to their court, in

the flrongeft terms, againft the French practices

amongft our Indian allies, and their encroach-

ments on our territories.

Thefe new friends, to confirm us in a belief of

their fincerky, not only took thefe early fteps to

eftablifh their own trade and intereft upon more

certain grounds, than the faith and courtefy of

their neighbours ; but they glanced at every ob-

ject, which appeared in favour of Great Britain,

c See 15th article of the treaty of Utrecht.

to
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to render it abortive, and to avail themfelves of A - D -

our miicarnages.

Immediately upon the conclufion of the peace, Pariia-

the miniftry attempted to efface fome of the po- ^"totions

pular diflike, they had incurred thereby, with cer- ""j^"'"8

tain parliamentary regulations for the improve- trade.

ment of commerce. Amongft thefe was the

monopoly of our African trade to the coaft of

Guinea ; by which our plantations and fugar

iflands are iupplied with negroes ; and a very ex-

tenfive traffic is carried on for Britifh manufactures.

This monopoly, in the African company, was be-

come extremely obnoxious to the nation in ge-

neral ; but more particularly to the merchants ad-

venturers in thofe feas ; who having made their

allegations good before parliament, the trade was

made free and open, and the protection of that

navigation and trade was committed to the crown.

The benefits of thefe national refolutions arifing The

to our fugar iflands, plantations and manufactures, Fl'ench
o ' r take um-

could not efcape the envy of the French. They biage

looked upon this parliamentary act to be intended

for the fupport of an exclufive right to the trade

of Guinea, to which the French could pretend no

claim by right of difcovery : but now infill upon

a fhare, under the fole argument, that as the fea

is free, they have a right to trade on that coaft,

as well as the Ensliih. M. Durand was fent to ™

London from Paris on this errand, to try what *° g« > f

might be done by intrigue and bold affertions :
\ wdm

! ""

And in the mean time the French court encouraged

their merchants to fit out Shipping for the African

P 3 and
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A - D - and Guinea trade, with promifes to fupport them

with fufficient force againft the Englifh p
.

Thus France was covering her hoftile defigns

under the profpect of a fallacious peace, and pre-

paring to acl: with vigour could Great Britain be

lulled afleep in an infidious fecurity, or chained

down to the continent of Europe, by the part fhe

would be obliged to take in the quarrels of the

northern and German powers, could their difputes*

be, in any wife, blown up into a ftorm.

Remon- The affair of Tobago, and the like ufurpatlons

fromAnie-Cm St. Lucia, and the other neutral iflands, were

SeSrifff?
rePrefemed by the governor, &c. of Barbadoes to

behaviour, our court q
. The governor of the infant colony

of Nova Scotia tranfmitted his complaints of the

hoftile obstructions thrown in the way, by the

French, to the peaceable fettling of that province.

And fuch remonflrances were fent from the other

colonies in North America, as reprefented the im-

minent danger, to which they were expofed, from

the continual encroachments of the French.

Tranfmit- The Biitifh court tranfmitted thefe accounts to

the Earl of Albemarle, their ambaffador at Paris,

with proper inftrudions on the refpective heads of

P The French fent twelve merchant (hips, under convoy

of two men of war to the coall of Guinea, on which were

embarked 250 pieces of cannon, and a large quantity of am-

munition and provisions, to eftablifh, forts, &c. in thofe

parts.

1 Having firfr tried to bring the Marquis de Caylus to rea-

{on, by fending the Cheiterfield and Richmond men of war,

and Speedwell fioop, to deter him from fuch proceedings, but

without efTefL

com-
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complaint againft thofe acts of violence ; (o con- A - D -

trary to the letter and tenor of the late treaty, and r>

to the conduct of Great Britain. And by this time

the florm, which had feemed gathering in the

north, on which depended the final relolution

of the French miniftry, in regard to the meafures

they were to keep with Great Britain, being blown

over, or rather prevented by the vigilance, acti-

vity and flrength of the King of Pruffia, (whofe

deftruction appears to have been threatened by a

treaty figned, about this time, between Vienna r

and Petersburg ; though the Czarina's intermed-

ling with the fucceflion of Sweden, and its form of

government was the public pretence for fo many

armaments;) they took the fhorteft way to excul-

pate themfelves to our ambaffador, by absolutely

difavovving the proceedings of their Governor Difavowed

Caylus, on Tobago, &c. and of their commander y rancC:

in Acadia-, and further, the French miniftry pro-

mifed, that, if it mould be proved that any

thing of fuch a nature was in agitation, immediate

orders mould be given to put a flop thereunto.

And in order to induce a belief of their fincerity

in this declaration, they indirectly accufed the

governor of Barbadoes's account of fiction or

mifreprefentation, by alluring our minifter, that

nobody had been lent to Tobago from Marti-

nico-, and that they were well informed, that the

r Importing, that if either power fhall be attacked in

any part of its dominions, by chriuinns, or infidels, the other

ihall immediately march 50,000 auxiliaries according to the

terms ftipulated in the convention.

P 4 battery



4o The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. battery complained of, and the two {hips of war,

which were upon the coaft, to defend the entry,

were the fole work and property of certain priva-r

teers, lately put out of commiffion ; and that

meafures fhould be taken to punifh them, and to

prevent the like for the future.

Noredrds Neverthelefs the Marquis de Caylus continued
but further

t ^ poffeflion and to fortify Tobago, in the
grounds or t r

. .

fpmplaint. ftrongeft manner, and with the utmoft diligence.

For, by advices from Barbadoes, dated July the

24th 1749, it appears, that feveral families were

then tranfporting themfelves and effects from Mar-

rinico, and that the French governor had declared,

he would not give it up. And when Commodore

Holbourne, with the Rofe, Captain Bladwell, and

the Jamaica (loop, Captain Gatbreath, failed to

Martinico, with the King of France's orders, as

delivered to our ambaffador at Paris, to be for*

warded by the Britirti miniftry, by the way of Bar-

badoes, to M. Calus, for the immediate evacua-

tion of the iflands of St. Lucia, Dominico, St,

Vincent and Tobago, and appeared with thofe dis-

patches on the coaft of that ifland ; a boat was

lent off, to forbid their landing. Whereupon the

commodore fent his difpatches aihore by his fecre-

tary and Captain Bladwell, charging them to en-

quire the reafon, why they were not permitted to

Jafid ? To which the commanding officer, that

acted upon the occafion, anfwered, that it was by

the order of M. Caylus, who was reprefented to be

a considerable diftance from his place of refidence,

ax that juncture ; and that the commodore mould

have
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have a final anfwer in twelve hours. But this was A. D.

only a finefTe in the governor to gain time : for M. I75 °*

Caylus was really upon the fpot : who, after fome

confultation, fent orders for the Englifh fhips of

war to depart from that coaft, he [M. Calus] hav-

ing no orders from his matter about evacuations.

Commodore Holbourne withdrew, and ordered

the Taviftock to call by the way at the ifland of St.

Lucia •, where alfo the Captain had the mortifica-

tion to fee the Britifh flag infulted by a command

from the French to depart in twelve hours

:

which he was obliged to obey. Such was the good

faith of our new friends, and of the orders of the

French court, delivered with fuch folemnity to our

ambaflador at Paris.

M. Caylus, having thus eluded the orders of

his court, tranfmitted by the way of England:

but fatisfied, that, if an expedient could not be

foon devifed, in favour of his mafter's pretenfions,

he mould be obliged to comply with a repetition

of the late orders, had recourfe to a treaty of ac-

commodation, by which he endeavoured to draw

the governor of Barbadoes into a direcl: acknow- M.deCav.

ledgment of the French King's equal right and J

us
'

s at -

O & t O tempt to

title to the ifland of Tobago, with his Britannic draw us

Majefty, by a claufe importing, " That the Kings ceflionpreI

" of Great Britain and France, (hall entirely pre- l"
dl
£

a
.

J to
' J r his Britan-

w ferve their refpeclive pretenfions to this ifland, n >c Majef,

" &c." By which Great Britain would have been and title,

mifled into a conceflion of a right claimed by the

French to that ifland, and given the conferences

of their commiflaries greater weight in that cafe,

than
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A- D. than all the proofs drawn from hiftory and treaties ;

and furni/hed them with a plaufible pretence, at

any time, to fcize upon that ifland, mould nothing

be concluded by the commifTaries. However,

though the deception was feen through, this nego-

ciation fo far anfwered the purpofes of the French,

as to procraftinate and puzzle, as much as poiTible,

in expectation of a more favourable opportunity,

or to gain fome advantage by equivocal, or un-

guarded expreffions.

During this negociation another incident hap-

pened, which was the death of M. Caylus, to

drive off the evacuation. For, advices from Bar-

badoes of the 24th of June following relate, That

not only Caylus, but his fucceflbr M. Point Sable

was alfo dead, without taking one ftep to evacuate

the iflands : and that the French continued to clear

the lands in Tobago, and to complete their fettle-

ments with negroes, and every neceflary for people

determined to maintain their footing.

The inclination of the French court for the

neutral iflands put them upon another expedient,

•when they had fpun their thread of negociation,

as long as it would bear, at Martinico. A de-

mand of fatisfaction for an infult pretended to be

committed upon the Galathea, a French frigate,

by the governor of Nevis, was thrown in the

way, and magnified in fuch a manner, as to make

it a iufncient remora to the above-mentioned eva-

cuations.

The behaviour of the French in regard to Nova

Scotia was equally as trifling, infincere and falla-

cious ,
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cious. The Britifh court backed their remon- A - D.

(trances with the mod authentic and inconteftable 75°*

proofs s of their King's title to Acadia within its

ancient limits. The French temporized ; it was

not yet a time to renew the war. They endea-

voured to flop the prefent clamour with ftrong

affurances of preventing the like to come. But,

thefe promifes and orders were made and executed

with juft as little fincerity and punctuality, as thole

relative to the neutral iflands. Inftead of laying The

down their arms, and withdrawing from their en- Fren
.

ch
° continue

croachments, the French built a fort on the neck their hofti-

of the peninfula called Bay Verte, another on the Nova 'sco-

north of Bay Fundy, and a third on the river St. tia -

John, within the limits of Nova Scotia ; and

added both force and treachery to diflurb and to

difcourage the new fettlers in that province. For,

Captain Bartlo reconnoitring the country about

Chiconeclo, with a party of rangers, fell into an

ambufh of French Indians, who killed him, took

an enfign, and alio took, and killed thirteen private

men j and then joined Monf. Le Corne, who
hoifted the French flag on the other fide of the

river, and declared he had orders to defend all to

the northv/ard, as the property of the French

* The Lords of trade and plantations produced an aft

whereby it appeared that all the Indian Chiefs within the

whole extent of Acadia, took an oath of fidelity to King

George I. in 1725, agreeable to the treaty of Utrecht, which

was tranfmitted with the remonftrances againft the French en-

croachments, to the Earl of Albemarle, for the perufal of the

French court.

King,
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A. D, King. Captain Cobb, who commanded a (loop
175 °*

in the public fervice, hovering off St. John's in

rouTdeal- Nova Scotia, had alfo like to have fallen a facri-

ings to- gce t0 thofe fame people. The French decoyed
wardsCap- Vrt
tain Cobb, him afhore under a friendly pretence. But he was

prefently furrounded, and made a prifoner by a

band of Indians, who threatned to kill him. In

the mean time a French officer, going aboard, at-

tempted to get poffeflion of the (loop by way of

fecurity or ranfom for the captain's life -, which fo

exafperated the mate, or lieutenant, that he de-

clared his refolution to defend the (loop •, and fur-

ther, that he would hang him, meaning the French

officer, as a treacherous villain, if Captain Cobb

was not immediately releafed, and fent on board :

which had its defired effect.

I -ance
As for their other encroachments and ufurpa-

of the Bri- tions, our miniftry were fo deficient in their know-

concerning ledge concerning the juft limits of the Britifh pro-

c/North
S
v inccs on the fouth of St. Lawrence's, and for

America. many years fo regardlefs of their fecurity and pro-

tection; and the French, fo artful in their de-

fcriptions, and pertinacious in their claim?, that

they pailed almoft unnoticed, till the Ohio com-

pany roufed them from that American lethargy,

which had for many years feized upon the Britifh.

cabinet.

The merchants interefted in that company,
Ohio com- r »

pany a feconded the remonftrances of the provincials fo

inform warmly, that the miniftry began ferioufly to fet

them. about the means to fettle the differences left un-

decided by the definitive treaty, and to enquire

into
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into the nature and reality of the French encroach- A. D.

ments, efpecially on the banks of the Ohio. Of I75 °*

which we may look upon the following ac~l of

hoftility committed by the Governor of Canada,

and the proceedings thereupon to be full evidence.

In the year 1750, the Marquis de la Jonquiere, Hoftilities

Governor of Canada, fent feveral detachments G^thfFrench

troops, not only to Acadia or Nova Scotia, but on
.

the

to the country upon the Ohio ; where they feized

four Englifh traders, confiscated their goods, and

fent them by the way of Quebec to Rocheile in

Old France, where they were caft into the com-

mon gaol. Thele prifoners having found means

to reprefent their cafe and fituation to Lord Albe-

marle then at Paris, his Lordfhip tranlmitted the

fame to Lord HoldernefTe, fecretary of ftate, at

London, in the manner following :

[" muft acquaint your Lordfhip, that in

**" month of November laft, I received a

Paris March 1, 1752.

the LordAlbc-

|„£_ mark's let-

ter con-

fer from three perfons > fio-nins themfelves, John coming
three Eng-

Patton, Luke Irwin and Thomas Bourke ; repre- lift prifon-

fenting to me, that they were Englishmen, who on t^s

had been brought to Rocheile, and put into pri- ° hl°-

fon there, from whence they wrote •, having been

taken by the French fubjects, who feized their

effects, as they were trading with the Englilh and

other Indians on the Ohio, and carried prifoners

to Quebec-, from whence they have been fent

over to Rocheile ; where they were hardly ufed.

Upon this information I applied to M. St. Con-

2 ted,
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A. D. teft, and gave him a note of it, claiming them as
I75°* the King's fubjects, and demanding their liberty,

and the reftitution of their effects, that had been

unjuftly taken from them.

Thefe three perfons, I find by the paper your

Lordfbip has fent me, are of the number of thofe

demanded of the French by Mr. Clinton, and

named in M. de la Jonquiere's letter. I have

wrote to a merchant at Rochelle to enquire after

them, and to fupply them with money, to make
their journey hither, if they are not gone j that I

may receive from them all the informations necef-

fary, on my feeing M. St. Conteft next Tuefday.

I will reprefent the cafe to him, in obedience to

his Majefty's commands, that la Jonquiere may
have pofitive orders to defifl from the unjuftifiable

proceedings complained of-, to releafe any of his

Majefty's fubjects he may ftill detain in prifon,

and to make ample reftitution of their effects.

And Ifhalltakecare to fhew him the abfolute ne-

cefiity of fending instructions to their feveral

governors, not to attempt any fuch encroachments

for the future."

Another Accordingly Lord Albemarle, by a letter dated

Itefime the 8th °f March
>

further writes t0 Lord Hol~

account, derneffe, " That he had feen M. Rouille, deli-

vered to him a note of the feveral complaints he

had orders to make againft M. de la Jonquiere's

conduct:, and told him, in general, the contents

of it •, infilling, for the prefervation of a good

underftanding between the two crowns, upon the

i necef-
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neceflity of fending fuch pofitive orders to all A - %
Yheir governors, as might effectually prevenf, for

the future, any fuch encroachments on his Ma-

jefty's territories, and committing fuch violence

on his fubje&s, as had been done in time pad

;

adding to this remonflrance, that he hoped, they

would be taken into confideration quickly, that:

he might be able to give him an anfvver next

week, or as foon afterwards as he poffibly could.

That M. Rouille had promifed to ufe his bed en- M. Rouille

deavours for that purpofe ; and aflured him that redrefs.

it was the intention of the court of France to

prevent any difputes arifing that might tend to

alter the prefent correfpondence between the two

nations, and it might be depended upon that fuch

orders fhould be lent to their governors accord-

ingly."

At the fame time Lord Albemarle mentioned

this affair to M. Rouille his lordfhip delivered

him a memorial, which among other things, com- Lord A?-

plained, " Of the French encroachments on the memorial.

Ohio, and demanded that the moft exprels orders

mould be fent to M. de la Jonquiere to defift from

his unjuft proceedings, and in particular to caufe

the fort, which they had undertaken to build on

the river Niagara, to be immediately razed, and

the French and others in their alliance, who may

happen to be there, to retire forthwith ; as like-

wife to fet the fix Englishmen, whom they had

made prifoners at liberty, and to make them am-

ple Satisfaction for the wrings and loffes they

have fuffered ; and billy, that the perfons who

have
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A. D. have committed thefe excefTes, be punifhed iri

l 7S°- fuch a manner as might ferve for an example to

thofe, who mould venture on any like attempt."

Though thefe remonftrances and complaints

were founded upon the mod; notorious acts of hos-

tility •, they produced no other effect than the re-

leafe of the three prifoners at Rochelle. No refti-

tution, nor reparation of damages was ever made,

or intended by France for the lofTes fuitained by the

Britifh fubjects. And the French court were fo

far from calling Jonquiere to an account, or re-

training him from purfuing his encroachments,

that he was encouraged to complete the ufurpations

he had begun on the back of all our provinces

in North America : for he had prepared a confi-

derablearmy for that fervice, and was ready, when

death prevented him in March 1752, to execute

his intentions for that purpofe. Befides it might

have convinced the Britifh miniftry of the infin-

cerity of the court of France in all their anfwers

to our grievances, and that the blame did not reft

upon M. de la Jonquiere-, for, his fucceffor M.

du Quefne was immediately difpatched with the

lame inftructions ; did not abate, in the lead, the

diligence, with which his predeceffor had fpread

the terror of the French power on the vaft conti-

nent ; and carried the encroachments every day

further and further ; while the French miniftry

confided in their fuccefs of deceiving the Britifh

court with fair promifes.

n ,r CommifTaries were appointed, and fent to

ries aP- Paris well inftructed and provided with irrefra-
pjinteJ.

gable
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gable proofs of his Britannic Majefty's right and A. D.

title to the difputable articles, referred to their
I75°"

cognizance and determination by the definitive hm it s/&Cn

treaty •, the Lords of trade and plantations hav-

ing fearched every treaty and record, both on the

part of England and France, that could be pro-

duced equitably in that debate by way of proof.

France, which never intended to terminate an How re-

affair, in which they were fure to be worfteds hadp^d
ce

b?

avoided, as much as poffible, this appointment ;

and received the Englifh commifTaries with fo

much coolnefs and backwardnefs, as promifed no

happy hTue to their conferences.

William Shirley and William Mildmay, Efqrs. commiffi-

opened their commiffion at Paris, on the 2 lit of °n
g^jj

September 1750, with a memorial reciting thecommiflk-

twelfth article of the treaty of peace concluded

at Utrecht, the nth of April 17 13 ;
" Whereby

" the moft Chiiftian King agreed, amongft other

ct particulars, to yield and make over by folemn

" and authentic letters, or inftruments, all Nova
" Scotia or Acadia* with its ancient boundaries 5

" as alfo the city of Port Royal, now called An-
" napolis Royal, and all other things in thofe

V parts, which depend on the faid lands, &c."

And that in conformity to this treaty, the laid

moft Chriftian King, by his letters and authentic

acts, figned with his own hand at Marli, dated in

the month of May 17 13, " did yield up for ever

** to the faid late Queen of Great Britain, the

u faid country of Nova Scotia or Acadia, in its

" entire, conformable to its ancient limits, as alfo

Vol. I. E " the

2
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A- D. " the city of Port Roy a], now called Annapolis
l 75°- cc R ya], knd generally all that depends on the

" faid lanas, Sec. to be pofTeffed for the future in

44 full fovereignty and propriety, with all the

" rights acquired by him the faid King, and his

" fubjects, by treaty or otherwife, by the faid

44 Queen, and the crown of Great Britain, mak-
44 ing over to her, to this effect, full and entire

" poffeffion for ever."

Bounds of Then the faid commiflaries declared what thole

ti^or Aca- limits are, which they demanded on the part of
dia de- Great Britain, as the true boundaries of the faid
manned by

his Britan- territories of Nova Scotia or Acadia, in its entire,
/ J;c

' conformable to its antient limits •, namely—" On
" the Weft towards New England, by the river

" Penobfcot, alias Pentagoet, beginning at its en-

44 trance, and from thence drawing a ftraight line

" northward to the river St. Lawrence, or the

" great river of Canada.—On the north by the

" faid river of St. Lawrence, going along the

" fouth fide of it to Cape Rofiers, fituated at its

44 entrance.—To the eait of the great gulph of

" St. Lawrence, from the faid Cape Rofiers,

" running fouth-eaftwards by the iflands of Ba-
44 calao or Cape Breton, leaving thefe iflands at

" the right; and the gulph of St. Lawrence and
44 Newfoundland, with the iflands belonging
44 thereto, on the left, unto the Cape or Promon-
44 tory called Cape Breton.—And to the fouth by
44 the great Atlantic ocean, drawing to the fouth-
44 weft from the faid Cape Breton, by the Cape
44 Sable, taking in the ifland of that name, round

2 " about
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" about the bay of Fundi, which goes up eaftward A - D -

" to the country, at the entrance of the river
I75 °*

*' Penobfcot, alias Pentagoet."

Thefe were the limits, which they offered to

prove were the antient boundaries intended by the

treaty above-mentioned: And agreeable thereto

the Britifh commiffaries demanded all the lands,

continents, iflands, bays, coafts, rivers and places,

comprifed within the faid limits, or dependant on

the laid Nova Scotia or Acadia, bounded as above,

with the fovereignty, &c. which the Chriftian

King, &c. ever had in the faid lands, &c. as be-

longing to the crown of Great Britain, by virtue

of the twelfth article of the treaty of Utrecht,

without refervation or diminution ; including alfo

the lands or territories weftward, between the rivers

Penobfcot and Kennebequi, which the French

had pretended, at divers times, to be a part of

the faid Acadia ; though the faid lands did always

belong to the crown of Great Britain.

Then the commiffaries concluded with a de-

mand, That neceffary orders mould be difpatched

for the due execution of the faid twelfth article of

the treaty of Utrecht, agreeable to the true inten-

tion and fpirit of the fame, as alfo for the with-

drawing of all the eftablifhments made by the fub-

jects of his mod Chriftian Majefty, if any there

might be within the limits, as above \

On the part of France were appointed La Gal- Commifla-

liffoniere and De Silhouette, who, by a refcript of
"JjJ^j

the

* See the memorials of the Englifh and French coramifTa- their an-

ries, 4to. vol. I. p. 3, &c. fw««

E 2 the
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A. D. the fame date, pretended and affirmed, That by
x? 5°' ceding Annapolis Royal, diftinftly by itfelf, it ap-

pears not to have been comprifed within the an-

tient limits of Acadia, according to the mod an-

tient defcriptions of the country, and confequently,

that the antient Acadia made but a part of the

peninfula fo called. That the ifland of Canfeau

beino- fuuated in one of the embouchures of the

gulph of St. Lawrence, could not be ceded by his

Chriftian Majefty, as part of Acadia : And that

nothing had been altered by the treaty of Utrecht,

in regard to the limits between New France and

New England, from what they were before that

Limits of treaty. And by another memorial thefe French

SdiafIt" negociators fix the ancient limits of Acadia, from

cording to
t }, e extremity of la Baye-francoife, depuis le Cap

the French * _
,

. ,

account, de Sainte-Marie, or le Cap Fourchu, then along

the coaft as far as Cap Canfeau u
.

The na- This proceeding obliged the Britifh commhTaries
re

fs

f

for

e
to defcend to particulars, and on the eleventh of

proo
the King january 1 75 1, they delivered a very long memo-

Britain's rial
w concerning the limits of Nova Scotia or

claim.

A. D.
J75 1 -

Acadia, to evince the truth of thofe limits, de-

fcribed, and demanded, by them, in their memo-

rial of the 2 1 ft of September laft, and to demon-

ftrate his Britannic Majefty's juft title to all the

lands, &c. comprehended within them, by au-

thentic facts and conclufive. evidence -, they being

able to fupport every pait of their claim, not

only from feveral declarations and a&s of ftate,

on the part of the crown of France; but alio,

» Ibid. p. 10, 11.
,v Ibid. p. 13, &c.

from
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from the uniform pofTeflion of that crown, for A - D -

many years, both before and after the treaty of

.

Breda; which crown, as often as it claimed and

pofleiTed Acadia, claimed and pofTefTed it in that

extent, and with the fame limits they demand it.

The French commifTaries, in their memorial x
", The eva '

above-mentioned, by way of difcouragement, held fthe
P )

out a plan to mew the difficulties, with which French <

they could embroil, and the length, into which

they were able to protract thefe conferences ; and

thereby infinnated the little fuccefs the Englifh

had to expect from them. They, to the loofe

manner, in which they anfwercd our demand of

the entire country of Nova Scotia or Acadia, added

a memento of the claims their mailer had on us in

other places : and that the definitive treaty did

not confine their conferences to the limits of Aca-

dia only, but impowered them to fettle the limits

of all their other colonies, and all other matters

left undecided at Aix-la-Chapelle.

But inftead of difcouraging, they hereby drew The fpi.it-.

, , . ed aniwer
from the Englifh commilTaries the following fpi- oftheEng.

rited declaration :
" With refpect to the bounda- ''V

0171 "

^ mijlancs.

i ries of any other dominions belonging to the

" two crowns in America, it is fufficient for us

" to fay, That the prefent difcuflion is confined

" fingly to the limits of Acadia or Nova Scotia

:

" But mould any difference of opinion hereafter

" arife in deciding what are the limits of any other

M of his Britannic Majefty's territories in North

* See ibid. p. u.

E 3
" Amerin



54 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. if America, our m after, the King of Great Bri-

75 ? ' i* tain, defirous on the one hand, in no inftance,

f< to break in upon the rights of his neighbours,

*' will on the other be found ready to affert and
ft vindicate his own y ." Concluding their long

memorial, which has connected, in a moft judi-

cious and impartial manner, every fact and evi-

dence efTential to the matter in queftion, with this

juft and fenfible challenge z
: "As the potfeftion

" of Nova Scotia or Acadia, with its ancient li*

'* mits, was finally determined to Great Britain,

" by the execution of the treaty of Utrecht ;

" what were thofe ancient limits is the only mat-

" ter now in difpute ; and as we have afcertamed

" the limits, with which his Majefly claims Aca^
44 dia or Nova Scotia, under that treaty, and pro-

" duced our proofs of that claim, it is equally

" incumbent on the commifTaries of the court of

" France to fet forth particularly the limits,

" which the court of France would affign as the

" true limits of Acadia or Nova Scotia, and to

" produce their proofs in fupport of them."

Thus flood the cafe of the difputable article

concerning the limits of Acadia or Nova Scotia,

feemingly more embarraffed, by the French tena-

ciouiheis, than ever; which joined to the com-

plaint of their not having fulfilled that article of

the treaty of Aix la- Chapelle, concerning the de-

molition of Dunkirk, prognosticated no long con-

tinuance of the peace between the two crowns.

y Ibid. p. 65. * Ibid. p. 81.

To



i 7 s».

the L A T E W A R. 55

To fpin thefe conferences out to the greateft A- D -

length, the French commifTaries, without taking

any notice of the affair of Acadia or Nova Scotia,

produced on the nth of February 1751, N. S.

a memorial concerning the neutral ifland of St. French

Lucia, only •, which is let off with a preface or ^nTern-

preamble to prejudice the reader in favour of the '"?
^
leir

French claim to St. Lucia and Tobago, and to title to St.

diveft Great Britain of all right to St. Dominico

and St. Vincent j aliedging, with a good grace,

that they could produce iufficient proof of rhe for-

mer ; and that they did not doubt, but it would

be admitted, That the two nations had guaranteed

the two latter to the native Caribbees, under the

protection of France.

They argue firft from priority of difcovery ; Their

and, laying that title down, as valid by the laws J™ de(i

of nations, thev attempt to prove an equal good uPon de-

1 r ftrtign.

title from a poffefTion taken of any country or

ifland deferted, and not reclaimed, by the other

nation, in whom was the original right of dif-

covery.

To fhew this to be the cafe of the ifland of St.

Lucia, they affirm, That the Englifh had been

driven off, and had abandoned that ifland -, having

fuffered a mafiacre by the natives : and that the

French ventured their lives to fecure its pofieftion,

and had maintained their footing againft the fa-

vages, twenty years before the Englifh re-claimed

any right to the faid ifland ; pretending that this

pofieflion had been acknowledged by feveral trea-

ties : that the Englifh had made ufe of the French

E 4 to
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A. D. to make their peace with the favage Caribbee
/s ' iflanders ; and that the French had never quitted

the ifland of St. Lucia ; but had always kept up

a fucceffion of governors and commanders upon

it, without any impeachment of their right •, and

promife to prove thefe affertions by evidence from

cotemporary hiftories, and from authentic inftru-

ments and papers.

Their po- But, with a craft peculiar to thofe, who intend

nuSon"^ to deceive, the French commifTaries put on an

bout fin- a jr f uncommon ftncerity and refpecl, " defiring

" the Englifti to read this memorial and the others,

" intended to be laid before them, without pre-

judice, without partiality, with that fpirit of
ce equity, which ought to direct the actions of two
6£ fuch great and puiffant nations ; that being the

<c only means to arrive at the truth, whofe difcp-

" very would be of infinite importance for their

6C reciprocal good and tranquillity, and which the

<c commifTaries of each nation ought to make their

" only objed V
Petered. How far we may admit of the fincerity of the

French commiffaries in this addrefs, their candour

French *n tne recital of facts will explain. They fupprefs
pretences

the original difcovery of St. Lucia by the Enelifn,
to a right o / .' & »

by difco- and won't allow any account thereof, till Sir Tho-

Jctcfted? mas Warner took pofleflion of it in the year 1626

;

and that by this Warner's agreement a French ad-

venturer, D'Efnambuc, who divided St. Chrifto-

pher's with him, returned to France, and obtained

for himfelf and others a charter, not only for the

ifland of St. Chriftopher, but for Barbadoes

a Ibid. vol. 11. -p. 7, &c.

3 and
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and the other neighbouring ifles, from eleven de- A. D.

grees to twenty, within which parallel lies the
17 $*"

ifland of St. Lucia. Whereas it was not till the

year following, that the firft public and authentic

act appeared for the eftablifliment of the Englifh

property of this ifland, by a Charter granted tQ

the Earl of Carlifle.

This being their only proof for pofTerTion ancj

title by propriety of difcovery ; their next attempt

is to fhew that in the infancy of our adventures

amongft thefe iflands of the new world, both the

Englifli and French would frequently attempt 3

fettlement, and be obliged to leave it for a nation

more able "than themfelves to maintain its pof-

feflion. Thus, fay they, the French tried to fettle

Antigua and Montferrat ; but thefe firft adven-

turers abandoning thefe iflands, the Englifli en-

tered upon and kept them. So in like manner,

they infer the Englifli attempted in 1639 to fettle

St. Lucia, but not being able to fupport themfelves

againfl: the native favages, they were forced to

abandon it in the year following : and the French

immediately took poiTeflion of the fame.

As the whole of the argument in fupport of the

French claim, turns upon this principle
b
, let us

cut it fhort, and, after dating the right, which the

King of Great Britain has to that ifland of St. Lu-

cia, examine its validity by authentic facts, and

ftrictly jufr conclufions drawn from them.

The Englifli codimiflaries replied
c
, with a be-

b See the memorial in vol. II. p. 3, &c. \ Ibid,

p. 45, &c.

coming
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A. D. coming dignity, That they were perfectly con-
175

vinced, that while they confidered the memorial

finSy ofwi£h temper, difintereftednefs, and a fpirit of equi-

the Eng-
ty ? recommended to them by the French com-r

mifTaries, and preferved this temper, they were

conforming to the intentions, and executing the

commands of their mailer, who came into this

negociation from the motives of juftice and

fnendfhip •, defirous on the one hand, in no in-

ftance to encroach on the rights of France, de-

termined on the other to maintain his own ; and

fenfible at the fame time, that in all cafes, where

two ft.ar.es, at peace and in alliance, have incon-

finVnt pretentions on the fame dominion and ter-

ritory, nothing is more fure to preferve that

peace, and to perpetuate the alliance, defired by

both, than the bringing fuch claims to an amicable

decifion.

Anfwer They then prated againft the pretended gua-

*un«nt
r

of rantee of the iflands of St. Dominico and St. Vin-
the French centj anc| produce evidence that St. Lucia was dif-
memonalj

covered by three mips fitted out by the Earl of
By (hew- Cumberland in i£Q2, and fettled in 1605 and
lOgourpn- usu* u
ority of 1 606 by a colony of Englifh, under the direction of

my
' Sir Oliph Leaph : which was ftrengthened a few

years after by another colony fent by Sir Thomas
Warner, in 1626, who appointed Major Judge go-

vernor of that ifland. This deftroys the French

title by priority of pofTeflion or difcovery.

As to the commifiion or patent to d'Efnambuc

and others, it is, fay the Englifh commifTaries,

worded in fuch a manner as to induce a belief, that

St.
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St. Lucia was not fo much as known to the French A. D.

at that time (1626). It does not fo much as men- *" u

tion the name of luch an ifland, which appears in

the Earl of Carlifle's, under the form of an old co-

lony ; therefore no title can be drawn from that

com million ; whofe filence of fuch a place ihews at

leaft, if it was known to the Freach, that they

confidered it to belong to the Englifh.

As to acquiring a right of poiTeflion by the re- B d

moval of a prior fettlement, it is anfwered in this in g.<he<ie-

r /-r-i «i r • 1
lertion of

cafe; That in the year 1040, in the month of St. Lucia.

Augufr, the favage natives of St. Lucia over-

powering the Englifh colonies, killed the gover-

nor, and deftroyed all that came in their way with

fire and fword. Such, as efcaped this mafTacre,

fled away to Montferrat. Which is the forfaking

or abandonment, the French chiefly found their

title upon. For, it was immediately d
after, in

this very year 1640, that M. du Parquet, not

without fufpicion of being a chief abettor in that

bloody fcene, carried a colony of 35 or 40 effective

people to St. Lucia, and built a fort, &c. to pro-

tect them, and to afiiire their ufurpation againft the

Englifh, fhould they return with force.

It is undeniably evident, That the defertion of

the ifland, by the Englifh, was not voluntary, but

forced upon them by an inhuman mafiacre, and

therefore the property could not be loll by the

flight of thofe who efcaped •, but it remained in

the nation, to which they were fubjects, to reclaim

and repoffefs, when time and opportunity fhould

a Within a month. See ibid. p. 69. 71.

ferve.
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A. D. ferve. Accordingly Lord Carlifle, in the midfl:

- 751, of our deftructions at home, fent over feveral

Englifh in the years 1644 and 1645 : but neither

thefe, nor another armed force, fent againft thofe

ufurpers in 1657, were able to make good their

landing •, who kept their ufurpation till the year

1664 j when Col. Carew, with a regiment of fol-

diers, drove the French off, regained poffefllon,

and was made deputy -governor of the ifland un-

der Lord Willoughby e
.

what is Now, as to the law of dereliction : That fuch a

£rtH^°
f

^aw is neceffary, is allowed; but then it muft be

tion. a law, eftablifhed on the confent of all nations,

to prevent extenfive countries from being with-

held from the common utility of all people, upon

a pretence, in any one, of a right to that which

they ufe not, and to prevent frequent wars being

perpetually carried on in fupport of uncertain and

revived titles. And this law is not to be founded

upon an act of neceffity ^ but upon an act of choice

and conveniency f
.

Therefore, there can be no abfolute dereliction

of a country, but where the laft poffeffor leaves it

voluntarily, and without any apparent neceffity.

To make fuch dereliction in one people a founda-

tion of right in any other coming after them, it is

neceffary that the acquiefcence of the firfb power

under the poffeffion of the latter, be an acquief-

e Ibid. p. 73.

f Pro dcreli&o habetur, quod dominus ea mente abjecerit,

ut id in numerp rerum fuarum effe nolit ; ideoque Ilacim do-

minus ejus defi^et. Ibid. p. 83.

cence
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cence indeed voluntary and clearly manifested. A. D.

So that a defertion, forced upon any people by an 175 **

enemy, or a temporary acquiefcence under that

expulfion, occafioned by necefiity, cannot extin-

guish the right of any people to the country they

fo abandon. Which was the very cafe of the Eng-

lifh in the year 1 640 at St. Lucia e
. And in con-

fequence, all the arguments drawn from a fuccef-

fion of governors, and bargains and fales, &c. are

of no confideration.

As to the whole of their argument, we may form Obferva-

the belt conceptions of their evidences from the
{jjjjjjjj,

declaration, with which the Englifh commiffaries, proofs,

wind up their reply -,
" We, fay thofe commilfaries,

" have gone through the hiftory of his Majefty's

" antient, uniform, and clear right to the ifland of

" St. Lucia : We have {hewn that this right began,

" and was eftablifhed, by a difcovery and fettle-

" ment made many years before the French, upon
'* the teftimony of their own writers, had any

" knowledge of the Caribbee iflands ; and that it

" was uninterruptedly continued and kept up by
" all proper and fufEcient acts of government,

" and, in later times, it has more than once re-

<c ceived the final fanction of treaties •, at the fame

" time making it appear, That the commiiTaries

* c of France have nothing to oppofe to this right,

11 but pretence of early difcovery and pofTdlion,

" which their own historians overturn •, or, a

*' temporary fettlement, gained by an ufurpation,

" which the law of nations will not jultify •, or,

8 See ibid. p. 85.

a re-
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a remote conftru&ion of treaties, inconfiftent

" with both the letter, intention and fpirit of

" them : and therefore think themfelves warranted

" to conclude with a renewal of that affertion they

" began with," That " the right to the ijland of
" St. Lucia is not in the crown 0/ France, but in

" the crown of Great Britain h ."

Conduftof The expedition of thefe conferences being now

in thefe entirely in the power of the French comrnifTaries,

ences
tney ^ not deliver m tne ^ r memorial of proofs

concerning the mod Chriftian King's title to Nova
Scotia or Acadia, till the fourth of October 1751,

and then it was made up of fuch materials as both,

for their matter and form, mewed that they paid

no regard to truth, and were only intended to gain

time for backing their negociations with an effec-

tual naval and military power, fent, in the mod
fecret manner, to cover and fecure, for the French

crown, the places under debate.

During thefe conferences the French kept up

the fame hoftile fpirit, as before. They pretended

that his moft Chriftian Majefty had willingly

agreed to a provifional and conditional evacuation

of the Neutral Iflands : but this boafted evacua-

tion amounted to no more, than a fulpenfion of

arms ; for the French ftill kept poffeiTion of their

forts and fettlements on thofe iflands. Their In-

dian allies allarmed the very city of Hallifax by

an incurfion * to the town of Dartmouth, oppofite

h See the memorial prefcnted by the Englifh commifiaries,

15th of Nov. 1 75 1. p. 159. vol. II. printed at London.
1 March the 27th, 1751.

to
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to that metropolis, which they plundered, and left A. D.

reeking with the blood of the Englifh inhabitants ;
* 75

1 '

befides making a number of captives. And they

made fuch progrefs in their practices with our In- on the

dian allies on the back of the other provinces in
0hl°"

North America, that thefe alfo received arms from

the French, and were perfuaded by them to break

their treaties with England, and not only to com-

mit the mod horrid murders and outrages upon

the outfettlers, but to penetrate within a few miles

of Charles Town, in South Carolina k
.

On the coaft of Guinea Commodore Buckle, in ~, .

' Their at-

his Majefty's {hip Afiiftance, with the St. Alban tempt on

and Sphynx, in the beginning of 1752, found Guinea.

three French men of war, one of 64, the others ^
A D.

of 54 and 24 guns, tampering with our friendly I7 - 2
".

natives at Anamaboa, by prefents, and an offer of

15,000 k fterling, for liberty to build a fort there.

Commodore Buckle obliged them to defift and re-

tire. But the French promifed the natives better

prefents, and more money, and to vifit them in

ten months time.

By this time alfo the malignity of the intentions intheEaft

of the French in the Eaft Indies was detected by Indies -

feveral authentic accounts of their hoftilities, re-

newed againft the Englifh and their allies. M.
Dupliex had acquired great power and riches for

himfelf, and gained fuch an acquifition of ftrength

and trade for his country by a new alliance
1 with

the Marattoes, that it was determined, in all out-

ward appearance, to make ufe of thefe allies to

ruin the Englifh Eaft India company.

k In September and October 1751.
j In 1750.

The
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A. D. The contended fuccefiion to the government
I752,

and kingdom of Arcot gave the French governor

Stencc!!*' °f Pondicherry a favourable opportunity to dif-

guife his real intentions, and to ruin the Englifh

On that coaft, under the name of juftice, and of

auxiliaries to an exiled family : a game, which

the French court has often played in Europe,

by invafions and rebellions in Great Britain and

Ireland. M. Dupleix in poffeffion of the Preten-

der to the kingdom of Arcot, at the time peace

was concluded at Aix-la-Chapelle, and forefeeing

the vaft advantages arifing from the improvement

of fo lucky an -incident, when he had no oppofi-

tion to fear from the Englifh, fettered by the faith

of the late treaty, he joined the Pretender Muza-

pherzing with fix hundred Europeans and a train

of artillery.

The reigning Nabob was fiain in the defence of

his capital : his elded fon fell into the hands of

the French and their allies ; Mahomed Allee

Cawn efcaped to Tritchinopoly ; and Arcot, and

the whole province, fubmitted to the arms of the

invaders; who, afraid to alarm the Englifli too

much, at once, returned to Pondicherry, till Ad-

miral Bofcawen, who was flill on that coaft, and

exprefled himfelf with great refentment againft

the French governor on this occafion, mould fail

for Europe.

The Englifh fleet under that admiral's com«*

mand departed for England on the 2 1 ft of October*

T ke the
I 749» anc* nexC day the French and their allies

field. took the field* and raifed contributions all over

the
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the country. The French troops were commanded A. D.

by Mr. Law, nephew of the famous Miffifippi
I7S2 '

Law. The King of Tanjore refufing to acknow-

ledge the ufurper Muzapherzing, they befieged his

capital, which was defended with much bravery

;

till the Engliih, (finding it neceflary to put a flop oppofed

to the progrefs of the French, and to prevent an
''
y ^ ,

increafe of power in an oppreflive neighbour, that

mult at laft have proved their ruin, and were fo-

liated by Mahomed Allee Cawn to affift him in

defence of his right,) fent Captain Cope with a

detachment from Fort St. George to Trichinopo-

ly ; who, being joined m by a large army of horfe

under the command of Nazirzing, Viceroy of

the Deckan, obliged them to raife the fiege and to

return to Pondicherry.

Being reinforced with 2000 Europeans, a nu-

merous body of Sepoys, and a large train of ar-

tillery under the command of M. d'Auteuil, they

again took the field, and marched to feek Nazir-

zing. This obliged the Englifh to fend another

detachment from Fort St. George, confiding of 600

men, under the command of Captain Lawrence,

who has favoured the world with this account, ac-

companied by Mr. Weftcott, one of the council,

by way of commifiary, to manage the conduct of

the allies for the intereft of his nation.

Nazirzing appointed Captain Lawrence General-

ifiimo of his army ; and both armies were ready to

engage, when the French general's heart, begin-

m At Waldore, in February 1750.

Thirty thoufand men, So cannon.

Vol. I. F ring

2
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A. D. niftg to fail him, had recourfe to ftratagem, in

1/ *2 ' hopes of prevailing with the Englifh to ftand

neuter in the time of action. M. d'Auteuil fent

a meiTenger to General Lawrence, to acquaint him,

" That although they were engaged in different

" caufes ; yet it was not his defign, nor inclina-

Frenefa « tion, that any European blood fhould be fpilt

:

ftratagem ' J r *

to defeat " but that, as he did not know the poft of the

lilh.

n§ " Englifh, he could not be blamed fhould any of

" his mot come that way, and hurt the Englifh."

To which General Lawrence fent back this anfwer :

" I have the honour of carrying the Englifh co-

" lours on my flag-gun •, which by a proper look-

" out will direct where the Englifh are pofted.

" But whatever your defign and inclination may
41 be, I am refolved, if any fhot come my way,

" to return them •, though I fhould alfo be very

" loath to fpill European blood."

The cannonading began ; and M. d'Auteuil,

like a true Frenchman, fired a fhot directly over

the heads of the Englifh : which General Lawrence

ordered to be returned by three guns well pointed,

to convince him, that the Englifh were not to be

cajoled or terrified into a Mate of inactivity, at fo

critical a juncture, when a defeat of their friendly

Indians would put the French in poiTefiion of all

the inland country ; circumfcribe the Englifh

within the walls of their fea ports, and -cut off

their commercial intercourfe with the natives.

Mifcanies. This refolution had its effect. M. d'Auteuil

having nothing to hope for, from his ftratagem to

keep the Englifh inactive ; and not daring to rifk

the
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the iffue of a battle with fuch a numerous army, A. D.

fo well fupported by the Englifh, he decamped, 1752 °

and retreated with his Europeans and Sepoys, in

the night, leaving behind eleven pieces of heavy,

artillery, with part of his artillery-men, in order

to conceal his real defign ; for, he gave out that

he was marching to alarm the camp of the enemy,

by night, and would be back in the morning.

Thus deferted, the French allies were immedi-

ately attacked and routed with a mod mocking car-

nage by Nazirzing ; and it was with the utmoft

difficulty that the Englifh. faved fome of the French

gunners from the fury of the Moors. The Eng- Humanity

lifh general committed the wounded to the care EnglHh

of his own furgeons ; and provided for them all

with a humanity and generofity becoming an Eng-

lifhman. But in return for this friendly diftindtion,

M. Dupleix laid hold of it, by way of proof that

the Englifh had broke the peace, by making them

prifoners ; and wrote a long proteft againft Gene-

ral Lawrence for that purpofe. Which the poor

French artillery-men, that furvived, fenfible of

their obligation to the Englifh, effectually con-

futed, by gratefully acknowledging their tender

ufage of them, and confeffing that their lives were

entirely owing to the forcible interposition of the

Englifh general.

Nazirzing had in his army a body of 3000

men under the command of one Morarow, a kind

of freebooters, and ready to execute any dcfpe-

rate fervice. Having completed his victory over

the forces of his native enemies, he the fame

F 2 night
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A. D. night difpatched this corps in purfuit of M. d'Au-
* 752,

teuil, whom they overtook, and obliged him with

great lofs to haften his march into Pondicherry.

M. Da- From this moment M. Dupleix, convinced he

Jio*
s

fhould never be able to carry his point, againft the

Englifh and their friendly Indians, by a fuperiority

in the field, determined to try the fuccefs of in-

trigue, and the bafeft treachery. He engaged

Muzapherzing to make an infidious fubmiffion to

Nazirzing, that he might be always at hand to

facilitate the intended confpiracy againft the Vice-

roy's life-, which M. Dupleix looked up^n to be

the greateft obftacle to his fuccefs. He alio found

means, by fair promifes of aid and great rewards,

to gain Nazirzing's prime minifter, and the Na-

bobs of Cadapah and Condanore, to be parties in

the treafon againft their fovereign ; while they

amufed the Viceroy with flattering hopes of an

accommodation by ambaffadors, fent with a public

character, that they might more effectually con-

cert meafures with the chiefs of the confpiracy, at

his court.

Means to
The onty trnng the confpirators dreaded was the

carry it power of the Englifh auxiliaries ; therefore means
into exe-

cution. muft be contrived to get rid of them : which the

prime minifter, the Viceroy's favourite, under-

took to bring about,without giving his mafter any

fufpicion of a defign to weaken his army. He
knew that the Englifh could not be prevailed with,

in fuch circumftances, to leave their fettlements

and frontier bounds expoied to their enemy's force

;

which would be the cafe, provided they fhould

follow



175*.

the L A T E W A R: 69

follow his matter's army to Arcot. He therefore, A - D -

fo wrought upon his matter's pafttons, that deter-

mined him to take the rout of that city, and to

leave the Englifh under a necefTity to return home.

At Arcot the court was fo conducted, as to gra-

tify his paflions for women and hunting, and to

take away his attention from bufinefs, and the de-

figns plotted againft him. In which ttate of fe-

curity the Viceroy was kept, till roufed by frefli

hoftilities, which attacked the corps of Morarow,,

and put them to rout ; and furprized the fortrefs

of Trividy, only fixteen miles weft from Fort

St. David.

A new requifition was made by Nazirzing for

a detachment of Englifh from Fort St. George ;

who marched under the command of Captain

Cope : but the Viceroy, poifoned by his prime

minifter, treated them with fuch indifference and

prevarication, that they, for want of pay, were

foon obliged to feparate from his army, command-

ed in chief by the Nabob Mahomed Allee Cawn.

As foon as the departure of the Englifh was

known, the French and their allies attacked the

Nabob's camp, and gained a complete victory ;

the Nabob himielf efcaping with great difficulty.

This victory was followed with the furrender of

the ftrong town of Gingee. The confpirators im-

proved this lofs fo pathetically, as to make it an

argument for Nazirzing to take the field in perfon

to oppofe the progrefs of his enemies. Thus un-

der the pretence of recovering Gingee, and chat

tifing his enemies, they brought the Viceroy

F 3 before
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A - D « before that town, in the teeth of the French and

their allies, encamped under the cover of the guns

on the ramparts. The tragical fcene here began.

The French had agreed to attack that part of the

camp occupied by the two traitorous Nabobs

;

and their troops had instructions to make no re-

fiftance. The Nabobs had alfo perfonally en-

gaged, on their part, to affafllnate their Sovereign

Nazirzing, at his firft appearance on the alarm.

The attack was no fooner begun, but the two

Nabobs made directly for Nazirzing's tent, and

meeting him as he came out, intreated him to

mount his elephant, and haften to punifh the

rebels. But whilft the credulous and unfortunate

Prince was preparing to follow their advice, one

of them ftabbed him with a poniard, and the

other mot him with a piftol. His head was im-

mediately fevered from his body, fixed upon a

fpear, and carried to his competitor Muzapher-

zing, whom the murdered Prince had brought

with him, as a (late prifoner; and whom the

rebels, taking the advantage of the confufion

and panic of the army, placed upon the ele-

phant prepared for the deceafed, and proclaimed

Viceroy of the Deckan, without any material

oppofition -, every friend of his country endeavour-

ing to provide for his own fafety, at a time they

did not know who were to be trufted. While the

natives were thus employed, the French pufhed

forward to Nazirzing's tents, where they found

vaft riches in money and jewels 5 out of which

they raifed immenfe fortunes -, but none fo great

as
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as M. Dupleix's ; who from this time looked A. D.

upon himfelf to be the richeft fubjed in Europe.
* 752 '

And fuch was his ambition, that in memory ofDu^ieix'

this maffacre he caufed a town to be built upon sot i
ra*

* menie

the fpot, called Dupleix Fateabat, the place of riches,

victory.

The confequences of this fuccefs to the French

were mod extraordinary. The government of

Arcot, with its dependencies, was given to their

faft friend Chunda Saib, and Dupleix himfelf was His power,

affociated by the new Viceroy to fliare the go-

vernment with him e
.

Nothing feemed now to (land in the way of the

French icheme of fuperiority, but the efcape of

Mahomed Allee Cawn, who, at the firft hearing

of the anaflination, made the belt of his way,

without any attendants, and got fafe to Trichi-

nopoly, imploring the aid of the Englifh, who
fent him a ftrong detachment under Captain Cope.

By this afliftance Trichinopoly was defended, this

whole year : and by another detachment of about

300 Europeans and 500 Sepoys, officered by gentle-

men, that had never been employed in a military

capacity, under the command of Captain Clive, Captain

the city of Arcot, the capital of the province, was
,

j'

c

ve

a

S

ai-

r ~

furprized on the ill of September. This was°" sbc8un -

made more glorious by the defence of their con-

queft ; in a liege of two months by a large army,

and conducted by European engineers. At laft

the town was afiaulted by breach, in three different

places ; but Clive's little garriibn beat the enemy

• January 1 75 1

.

F 4 off
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A. D. off with confiderable lofs ; and the Captain taking

advantage of their confufion, Tallied out, and fol-

lowing the blow, took all their cannon and levelled

their trenches : being immediately reinforced with

a detachment from Trichinopoly, he purfued the

French and their allies till he gave them a total

overthrow at Cauverypauk, in the month of

March 1752, and did not halt till he had reduced

the Forts of Timery, Cauverypauk, Aranie and

Conjeveram.

The con- But this was not the only mortification of the

difagree
enem y- The two Nabobs, that aflaflinated Na-

and quar- zirzing, thinking themfelves neglected in the dif-

tribution of rewards, and growing jealous of the

power of the French and their connection with

Muzapherzing, mutined in their march to Auren-

gabad, the ufual refidence of the Princes of the

Deckan •, and though not ftrong enough to matter

the French, who confifted of 600 Europeans,

3000 Sepoys, and a large train of artillery under

the command of M. BulTy, charged with a corn-

million to place Muzapherzing in pofTeffion of his

new acquired Viceroyfhip ; they fell upon the flank

of Muzapherzing's troops, defeated them and

killed Muzapherzing himfelf ; with a great lofs

of their own party, and the life; of the Nabob of

Condanore, one of Nazirzing's murderers.

From this time the war was continued with va-

rious iuccefs. The French and their allies, at-

tempting to prevent Colonel Lawrence's entrance

into Trichinopoly, were feverely handled, and ob-

liged tp retreat, and foon after to lurrender prilbners

of
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of war to the faid officer, who took meafures, A. D.

when reinforced, to cut off the enemy's communi-
' 752 '

cation with the country, from whence they were

fupplied with provifion. They were commanded

by Mr. Law, and according to Mr. Duplcix's

account were 20,000 in all, including 600 Eu-

ropeans, Topafles and Cofrrees.

This was followed with the lurrender of the

poft of Elmiferam, after a faint refinance. But

the French having, by a faife report of a large

convoy of (lores to be on a certain day at Outatour,

about fifteen miles from a Pagoda, where Mr. Give

had taken poft, drawn out that active officer with

the chief part of his men, in expectation to furprize

it; they, advifed of his march, detached a con-

fiderable number from their army, with orders to

march after dark, and to make their attack on

the party left for defence of the pagoda, at day

light. Captain Give not finding at Outatour any Captain

advice of a convoy, as reported, fufpected the re- £
llve

'
s

port as it was really intended ; and therefore after danger and

refrefhing his men, returned with the utmoft expe-

dition, and regained his poft at the pagoda about

eleven at night ; no enemy appearing, his men
went to reft, and himfelf retired to his Pallankeen.

So that at four in the morning, when the French

arrived before this poft, they found all quiet; and

ignorant of Captain Give's return, they advanced,

and by the help of deferters from the Englifh, they

deceived the guard left there in the morning; who
having challenged them, and being anfwered/r/V;/^,

were
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A. D. were not convinced of their miftake till the Se-
/5

' poys began to fire.

The firing roufed the garrifon : Captain Clive

ran immediately to the place of action, and was fo

confufed, at firft, that he ran amongft the French

Sepoys, who were pufhing into the pagoda, and,

thinking they were endeavouring to fkreen them-

felves from an attack, repremanded them in their

country language, demanding what they were firing

at. A French officer cut at him with his fword

;

but Mr. Clive clofing with the Frenchman, re-

ceived the blow from him fo near the hilt, that it

did no execution : and one of his own Sepoy of-

ficers, coming accidentally to his relief, cut the

French officer down.

Captain Clive thus providentially faved and dif-

engaged, hurried in fearch of his own men, and

found the munder arms. But the French had got

poflefiion of the poft. He then formed his de-

tachment, marched to the pagoda, and after fum-

mons to furrender, which the French rejected, he

prepared to ftorm it. But the French made a fally,

in which their officer was killed, with a few more

:

the reft furrendered at difcretion. The Sepoys

in the French intereft, who remained without the

pagoda, endeavoured to efcape by flight, but were

purfued by the Maratta cavalry, and cut all to

pieces.

The fiege of Pitchunda was undertaken ; and

the garrifon in three days furrendered themfelves

prifoners of war. A party p of French, under

v Thirty oflkcrs, five men, 300 Sepoys, and 300 horfe.

the
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the command of M. D' Auteuil, were firft driven by A - D -

I7C2
Captain Dalton from Outatour, which the French

deferted in the night ; and were made prifoners,

with a large quantity of ftores, at Volconda, by

Captain CJive, on the 29th of March.

Such a feries of misfortunes, which had de- French &-

prived the French allies of iupplies both in pro- fome of

vifions and money, determined great numbers of
tieira les *

the Indian army in the French intereft to come

over to us. Amongft whom was one of their

generals, Coop Saib, with a thouiand horfe, a

large body ofSepoys and fourteen elephants. Even

Chunda Saib, the grand partizan of the French,

was fo difpirited, as to throw himfelf into the hands

of our allies ; who thinking it unpolitic to let fuch

a dangerous man go out of their pofTeffion, but

not agreeing to whofe care he ihould be com-

mitted, fome of Monagee's, the King of Tan-

jore's General's people, cut off his head % un-

known to the Englith commander.

Captain Law, who defended Seringham, furren-

dered by capitulation to the Nabob Mahomed

Allee Cawn, on the fame day Chunda Saib was

decolated, and Captain Dalton took po/Teflion of

that town, in which he found 30 pieces of cannon,

ten of which were 18 and 12 pounders, the reft

field pieces; two large mortars, a number of co-

horns, and a great quantity of ammunition, and

all kinds of warlike ftores.

M. Dupleix was not eafily call down. His M. Dm-

pride fupported him, and at the fame time, fays Sua*
sc""'

1 On the 3d of June.

my
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A. D. my author r
, his mind was full of refources. The

75 ' injuftice of his caufe never difturbed him •, and

provided he could gain his ends, the means never

gave him any concern. His council was chiefly

compofed of his own creatures, who never dif-

puted what he propofed. He was married to a

woman, endowed with as much fpirit, art and

pride, as himfelf ; born in the country, miftrefs

of all the low cunning peculiar to the natives, and

well fkilled in their language.

At the feafon Law was obliged to furrender,

the fhips from Old France arrived with a large

reinforcement -, which, as it indicated the hoftile

intentions of the French court, encouraged M.
Dupleix to proceed with the utmofl vigour to ex-

ecute their grand project of dominion. And that

he might not want a pretence for his hoftile con-

duel, which ceafed with the life of Chunda Saib,

UTurped lately beheaded, Dupleix railed up another Pre-

tender to the province of Arcot ; and that he might

feem to have an unbounded right to appoint,

whom he pleafed, he gave out that the Mogul

had fent him commiffions, declaring him gover-

nor of all this part of the Carnatick, from the

river Kriftnah to the fea. Which was a mere

forgery.

The young Pretender was Raja Saib, the fon of

Chunda Saib; but this youth having neither mo-

ney, nor intered with his country-people, was

loon obliged to refign his Nabo'ofhip to the go-

vernor of Velloure, whom Dupleix, by virtue of

•* Colonel Lawrence's Narrative, p. 41.

his

power.
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his pretended commiffions from the Mogul, raifed A. D.

to that dignity for a valuable confideration in mo- 175 ~*

ney. But after trufting Dupleix with three lack

of rupees, not finding any effect likely to enfue

to his own advantage from a mere title, he ftopt

his hand.

The French forces were now confiderably aug-

mented, not only by the reinforcements from Eu-

rope, but by prefiing all the failors from the

China fhips, that touched at Pondicherry, com-

mitting their navigation to Lafcars. Our force

was rather upon the decline. Neverthelefs the siege of

governor of Madrafs concerted the fiege of Gingee ; ^n^ted
a ftrong place by art and nature, on the weft of and

.

mif-

Pondicherry, well garrifoned and well provided ;

befides being mod difficult of accefs amongft

mountains well fortified : which ended in a re-

pulfe, with confiderable lofs of men and officers.

Major Kinner, who commanded the detachment,

was wounded, and died of a fever and flux, be-

fore he was recovered of his hurt.

This advantage fo puffed up the French go- M. Du-

vernor, that he ordered all his forces to take the dwftofeias

field, and to march dole to the bounds of Fort E,1g liil1

troops.

St. David. Which motion alarmed the Englifh.

The troops in St. David's were ordered to encamp

without the walls, and Captain Schaul's company

of Swils were lent from Madrafs in boats ; but

were intercepted by a fhip fent by M. Dupleix,

carried into Pondicherry, and there detained pri-

foners of war, in open violation of the peace *

between England and France.

s In Auguft 1752.

2 Such
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A. D. Such an open hoftility only ferved to animate
* 752,

the Englifh; as it made the French principals in

the

n

Enfiim tne In&an war, and would juftify our more vigo-
on that oc- r0us operations againft their forces. General Law-

rence took the field before St. David's on the 7th

of Auguft with 400 Europeans, 1700 Sepoys,

4000 of the Nabob's troops, and nine pieces of

cannon. The French army, commanded by M.
de Kerjean, nephew of M. Dupleix, confifted of

400 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, and 500 cavalry,

encamped at Trichanky Pagoda $ who being fo

near, as to difcoverour preparations for an attack,

ftole away in the night to Bahoor ; and, feeing

themfelves purfued, they retreated to Villanour,

within three miles of Pondicherry. But, finding

it impofiible to force them to an action, unlefs he

mould follow them into their own bounds, which

he had no orders to do, the Englifh commander
had recourie to a ftratagem, to decoy the French

back again, with a fuppofition, that his retreat

from their bounds was a token of fear and want

of courage : and accordingly M. Dupleix fwal-

lowed the bait, and by a peremptory order ob-

liged his nephew to purfue the Englifh to Bahoor,

two miles from fort St. David, and to rifque a

battle.

Defeat the This was juft what the Englifh commander
French, wanted ; who on the 26th of Auguft, at two in the

morning, got under arms, and marched up to the

enemy's camp, and advanced firing ; the French

ftanding their ground, till our bayonets met.

Then our grenadiers pufhed with fuch fury, that

2 the
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the French threw down their arms and ran for it, A. D.

leaving the Englifh mafters of the field, all their '
75? *

baggage, eight pieces of cannon, and all their

ammunition, tumbrils and ftores, with the lofs on

our fide of one officer killed, four wounded, and

78 men killed and wounded.

This victory was followed by the furrender ofitsconfc-

fort Covelong, about 16 miles fouth of Madrafs, q

and fort Chengalaput, about 40 miles from that

fettlement •, which, tho' exceeding ftrong, almoft

encompafTed by a morafs and furrounded with two

walls, whofe ramparts are 16 feet thick, a wet

ditch fenced with ftonefixty feet wide, quite round

the outward fort, and another half round the in-

ner, furrcndered on the firft of Auguft, to a fmall

party commanded by Captain Give.

In Europe the countenance with which the court Conduft

of Spain tolerated the feiznre, and fearch of Britifh towards

11

mips in the Weft Indies ; and the notorious advan- G,eat Bn "

. .
tain «

tage given to the French trade in Spain, in pre-

ference 'to the Englifh; and the diligence, with

which the navy of Spain was ordered to be in-

creafed ; exemplified of how great power the in-

fluence of the French was, at that time, in the

court of Spain •, and that the Spanifh miniftry were

refolved, fooner or later, to join all their force with

France againft Great Britain, mould matters end

in a rupture between thofe crowns, and France

(land m need of the navy and treafure of Spain, as

the event has (hewn, to extricate her from the arms

of the conqueror.

£ Contrary to the exprefs letter of the late treaty. See p. 7.

Everv
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A. D. Every packet, from the Weft Indies and our
175Z

* plantations, brought frefh accounts of the ob-

of

ai

the

ltieS
ftru&i°n our commerce, in thofe parts, met with

guardacof- from the Spanifh guarda coftas, which had been
tiiS

civil for a while. Thefe armed veflfels fwarmed

on the coaft of Coracoa, and in thefummer 1752

took all vefTels, that fell in their way, amongft

which was a floop belonging to Coracoa coming

from Aruba u
. John Galhey, mailer of the (hip

Eagle, of Bolton, failed from Port Royal in

' Jamaica, on the 20th of May 1750, bound for

Coracoa in ballaft and five negroes : but meet-

ing with tempeltuous weather, violent fqualls

and tornados, with calms and a ftrong current

we ftward, was forced to the leeward of the

ifland of Ratan, where he fell in with a Spa-

nifh half-galley of eight guns and fixty-five men,

and a floop of eight guns and feventy men, com-

manded by Don Publo Gracia Tolon, who fired

four Ihot thro* his fails and rigging, and ordered

him immediately to lie too, and go on board of

his floop, or he would board him and cut him

and his people to pieces. The mailer, furnilhed

with proper papers to Ihew he was upon a lawful

trade, complied with the Don's commands. But

was detained on board the Spaniard in a hoftile

manner: and while he was kept under arrefl, the

Spaniards feized his boat, went on board the

Eagle, then eight leagues from the fhore : robbed

and plundered the fhip's (tores and provifions

;

broke locks and chells, and in a wanton and ma-

u By letter from New York, Sept. 23, 175 1.

Vicious
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licious manner tore and deftroyed every thing, A - D.

that did not feem of fervice to them u
. But this

/S

was mild treatment compared with the cafe of Pa-

trick Roney of the fhip Diamond, who in his

voyage from Port Royal in Jamaica to Charles

Town in South Carolina, was brought to, and

boarded, off Cape Nicholas, by a Spanifh floop ;

carried into Cape Nicholas Mole-, rummaged,

plundered of 3000 1. in money, and after being

obliged, by threats, to have his ears cut off, to

fign a paper he did not underftand, was put on

board a fchooner, and fent to Jamaica w
. A letter,

dated July 16, this fame year, from Providence

in North America, relates, That the Cool, from

Jamaica to Cape Fear, was arrived there in diflrefs,

occafioned by her ill ufage from a Spanifh guarda

cofta, which brought her to, in the windward

paflage, and after a ftric~t fearch, finding no mo-

ney on board, the Spaniards were fo exafperated,

that they ufed the people with fuch cruelty, that

there were only three men able to (land the deck

;

which obliged them to fteer for Providence, to get

able hands to carry the veffel to the northward.

All which depredations were approved of by the

Spanifh court.

In Spain itfelf our merchants in vain infilled Behaviour

upon the privilege of being treated with the fame |" {j?^
regard, as was paid to the molt friendly nations merchants.

u John Gafney's depofition at Kingfton in Jamaica.
w As appears by the oaths of Patrick. *Roney, John Holt,

and Francis Welfh, fworo before Thomas Hibbert, at King-

fton in Jamaica, January n, 1752.

Vol. I. G fettled

2
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A. D. fettled in her fea~ports, or elfewhere. For, ad-
I752#

vantageous tariffs were made with France, and the

Britifh commerce was loaded with fo much more

at the cuftom-houfe, as enabled our chief rival in

trade to underfell our manufactures and goods in

the Spanifh markets.

The appointments for the marine, and the mea- •

fures purfued for making it refpe<5table, promifed,

The in a fhort time, to fulfil their wifhes. In 1752 it

the Spanifh was confidently given out that the Spanifh navy,
navy* before the end of the winter, would confifl of 64

fhips, from 60 guns and upwards, and 28 frigates.

XT , The naval preparations were carried on in France
Naval pre- r

\
parations with fo much diligence and vigour, that at Ro-

chelle, it was denied a private Englifh gentleman

the requefl to view the great dock at that port, in

which only there laid, in the winter 1751, fifty

fail of men of war and frigates, be fides feveral

fhips of force upon the flocks.

Thefe accounts, it might be thought, fhould

have awakened the Britifh miniflry ; to take into

confideration the actual ftate of the naval forces

of France and Spain, and the continual attention

of thofe powers to augment their marine, which

could not poflibly be intended againft any other

nation, than Great Britain. Befides the French

troops, ordered for the year 1753, which toge-

ther made 211,755 men, difcovered their hoftile

intentions.

Yet, his Majefty at the opening of the parlia-

A jy ment, on the eleventh day of January 1753, in-

1753* formed them, by a fpeech from the throne, " That
" all
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" all his views and negotiations had been calcu- A. D.

" lated and directed to preferve and fecure the
I753 '

" duration of the general peace." Arid added, k!nV s

" That he had the iatisfaction to be allured of a****1'

" good difpofition in all the powers, that were his

" allies, to adhere to the fame falutary object."

But as it could not be hid, that a war was una-
voidable, and that this nation was it the Very eve
of a rupture, with her molt formidable enemy,
the addrefs did not pafs in the Houfe of Com- How re-

mons, without fome fevere animadverfions on the"
1^*

inconfiftency of the fpeech, with the real ftate of
affairs in Europe -, nor without many fpirited de-
clamations againft French perfidy and continental
connections.

But, fo little regard was paid by the miniftry Conduflof
to the apprehenfions of the nation, alarmed by*?""

1"1
""

the meafures purfued by France and Spain, in de-^
fiance of the late treaty, that Our forces by fea

and lancl were continued in the low ftate of the
preceding year. However, the parliament pro- font-
vided for the maintenance of Nova Scotia x and g

6"^
Georgia, for the fupport ' of the caftles on the

"^

"

coaft of Guinea, and for erecting * a new fort at
Anamaboe, where the French lift year had at-

tempted, and threatened to return and to make
a fettlement.

In the courfe of this year the French ordered French

croffesand copper-plate infcriptions, faftened upon £?£**
Jarge polls, to be erected on the Weft Indian A™ P'e-

iflands, not already fettled by Europeans, con- SeN^trU
Illai :

x 94.0157. us. 4 d. y i6
;
ocol.

G ? raining
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A- D. taining the French King's arms, and thefe words,
1
75 3- cc A Continuation of the Poffeffion of Lewis XIV.

Condua King of France -1753." Which being difcovered
of the -P ' ^° °
Engiifli on on Turk's Ifland, Caicos and Haneaga, by Cap-

fion.

OCCa
" ta^n Ju^an Legge, of his Majefty's fhip Shore-

ham, he cut them all down, and brought them

away : and lead the French fliould mifufe the

Bermudians, who were on thofe iflands, when they

mould find the marks taken away, he left the fol-

lowing declaration at each place ; " To prevent

" any violence being ufed to any of the people

H who live on Grand-key, Salt-key or Seal-key,

v
it is thought proper to leave this declaration,

" that we cut down the arms of the molt Chrif-

" tian King, and the croffes that were fet up as

" marks of poffeffion upon the faid iflands, and

" carried the fame away, purfuant to inftruclions

" for fo doing : and further, That his Britannic

" Majefty will not fuffer any marks of poiTeflion

" to be put up on any of the keys or iflands known i

" by the name of TurkVIflands."

Britifli
^n tne 2 3^ of January 1753. the Engiifli com-

\

commifla- mjfiaries delivered their reply to a long, tedious
,

nes reply

to the and fallacious memorial of proofs produced by

memorial tne commiffaries of his moft Chriftian Majefty on
concerning

the ajJ* of October 17/51. In this reply they, in,
NovaSco - * i r i v u c • •

tia. general, accule the French or going into a variety

of confiderations, not immediately connected with

the point in diicuffion, and of an attempt to puzzle

the debate by a confufed method of dividing and

arranging their materials. And, in particular,

they in the firfl place protefl: againft the leading

prin-'j
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principle in the dilcuflion laid down by the French A -
T>

-

commifTaries, That becaufe the peace of Utrecht /53 '

ceded the country of Nova Scotia or Acadia to

Great Britain, therefore no additional lights and

evidence are to be brought from acls of govern-

ment, treaties between two nations, or fimilar cef-

fions of the fame territory, previous to the treaty

of Utrecht, to clear up and enforce the true mean-

ing and real intention of that treaty.

Then they proceed to fhew, That the defign of

the crown of Great Britain, in the twelfth article

of the treaty of Utrecht, was not to fecure an ex-

clufive fifhery, but to gain pofiefiion of all Aca-

dia or Nova Scotia, as a territory that would give

ftrength 'and intirenefs to the Britifh fettlement in

North America 7
: and that the commifTaries of his

moftChriftian Majefty, by treating the object of the

twelfth article concerning the territory of Acadia,

and the thirteenth article concerning the fifhery as

one, they reftrain the fenfe of one part of thefe ar-

ticles by confounding it with the other -, firfl mif-

reprefenting the views of Great Britain at the time

of the treaty, and afterwards fupporting their mif-

conftruction of the words of the treaty by the help

of -that very mifreprefentation.

But for as much as the French commifTaries

accufe the Englifh of producing evidences foreign

to the queftion, in proof of their interpretation of

the twelfth article of the treaty of Utrecht, con-

cerning the antient limits of Acadia or Nova Sco-

tia, they appeal to, and fhew from the treaty of

z See Memorials, vol. I. p. 244, Sec.

G 3
St.
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A. D. St. Germains, by which this fame country was,
* 753 ' with its antient limits, reftored to France, that

England then ceded the very fame territory, and

within the fame limits, as now they claim under

the title of the twelfth article of the treaty of

Utrecht. They alfo refer to the treaty of Breda,

where the crown of France made the very fame

claim upon Nova Scotia or Acadia, as Great Bri-

tain now does, and fupported it upon the very

fame method of argument, and fort of proof,

which Great Britain now alledges, and which the

French commhTaries now condemn as foreign to

the queftion
a

.

The French commhTaries threw out feveral infi-

nuations, as if the King of Great Britain had no

intention to come to any accommodation, for the

mutual advantage of the fubjecls of the two crowns,

inhabiting countries fo diftant from their refpective

fovereigns : And that this claim, founded on the

twelfth article of the treaty of Utrecht, difcovers

an inclination in Great Britain to open a way to

Canada, that me might ieize it on the firft favour-

able opportunity.

The fin-
^ne ^nglifh commiffaries reply, " That his

cerity of « Britannic Majefty was fully fenfible of the ex-

nicMajcfty " pediency and extreme fatisfadtion, that would
m this ne- <c ar jfe t0 t jje fubiedb of both crowns in North
gociation. J

*' America, from a final afcertainment of the

" boundaries of their refpective dominions : that

" he was alfo extremely defirous of ftrengthening

" and perpetuating the prefent peace and good

8 Ibid. p. 249.

i " cor-
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u correfpondence, which fubfifts between the two A. D.

" crowns, and of promoting, by every method in

*' his power, the amicable fettlement of every

" matter in difpute between them ; but then the

" more important that intereft is which his Ma-

"jefty hath in this queftion, and the more re-

" mote his fubjects in America are from his per-

" fon, and the immediate refidence of his govern-

" ment, the more neceflary does he judge it to

" be, to maintain his actual rights, and to pre-

" ferve his juft dominions in America intire, for

" the encouragement, advantage and fecurity of

" thofe very fubjects ; and that his Majefty had

" given the ftrongeft proofs of his willingnefs to

" take proper meafures in concert with France for

" adjufting all differences, when he acceded to the

" prefent negociation, and continued to act, to

*' that moment, according to the ftricteft juftice

* c and candour, when he claimed no other poffef-

" fion of Nova Scotia or Acadia in confequence of

" the treaty of Utrecht, than the crown of France

" actually enjoyed by the treaty of Breda, making
<c the claim of France in confequence of that trea-

" ty, and the poffeffion of France in confequence

" of that difputed claim, the rule and boundary

" of his own pretenfions V*

As to the infinuation of Great Britain's hoflile Had no

defigns againfl Canada : the commiilaries " ap-
',oft,ledc -

*' peal to the late counfels and meafures of Great Canada.

" Britain, and the part (he has acted both in Eu-
<c rope and America : in many inltances the pro-

h Ibid. p. 254, &c.

G 4 " tectrefs,
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A. D. « te&refs, but in none the invader of the rights

*7S3' ct Qf Q^gj. nations, and who has never, at any juno
" ture, or in any inflance broke in upon the poffef-

«' fions of France in America, contrary to the laws

" of peace, and to the faith of ftricteft alliance and

" friendfhip." And then very fenfibly and juftly

obferve, " That the rights of one nation are not

" to be determined upon the apprehenfions of an-

" other : nor is Great Britain to have her pofTeflion

" of Nova Scotia or Acadia narrowed or pared

" down to the idea of the French commifTaries, and

" reduced to the fouth-eaft part of the peninfula,

" merely becaufe, if fully poffeffed and improved by

" Great Britain, it might give umbrage to the

<c French fettlements in Canada. Which would be

*' to make Great Britain to hold this country by a

*' Hill more precarious and barren tenure, not even
<4 by the treaty of Utrecht, as the French commifla-

* e ries themfelves explain it ; but by the comparative

" ftate of the French colonies in North America c."

The French commiflaries charge the Englifti of

having poffened themfelves of Acadia in 1629

and 1654, times of full peace. This, fay the

Englifli commifTaries, was owing to a want of at-

tention to the hiftory of thofe times. For, Eng-

land declared war againft France in 1627, which

continued to the year 1632. And it is well known

thatCromwell treated France, and looked upon her
9

as an open enemy from the year 1652 to 1655 d
.

c See Memorials, vol. I. page 257.

d Ibid. p. 259. See alio Lettre de M. d'Eftrades, vol. I.

p. 389- Eafn*ge Annates des Province* Unies, p. 352.

The
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The firft proof produced againft our claim is A. D.

from certain maps of Acadia; which the trench I7 53-

commifTaries prelume to fay are all on their iide. AafWw*r * tnenproots

In reply, it is urged, that this kind of evidence, from maps.

in the cafe before us, is very inconclufive : but ne-

verthelefs that it may be proper, ad rem, to obferve,

that the molt ancient map extant of this territory,

publifhed by Eicarbot in 1609, does not fo much
as mention the name of Acadia •, therefore can't

be produced in evidence by either party. But

the map, which followed this in 1625, printed in

the fourth volume of Purchafe's Pilgrim ; and is

the firft ancient map that has the marks of know-

ledge and correctnefs in it, gives both the boun-

daries of every territory within it, and the limits

of Nova Scotia or Acadia, in every particular,

contrary to the defcription of that country by the

French commifTaries : and therefore confutes the

fyftem of the court of France, fo far as the au-

thority of one map goes.

Having fupported this part of their reply by

the maps of Laet in 1633, under the title of In-

dia occidentalis Tabula Generalis
e
; Of Berry, intitled,

North America divided into its principal
f
parts, in

King Charles IPs time : Of Morden's Englijh Em-
pire on the Continent of America^, in the fame

reign: Of Thornton, intitled, A New Chart

of the Sea Coaji of Newfoundland, New Scotland,

New England, &c. h
; which coincide with the

e See Memorials, Vol. I. p. 269. f Ibid. p. 271.

* Ibid. h ibid.

ancient
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A. D, ancient limits demanded by Great Britain ; and
I755#

by four French maps 1
published by De Lifle,

Bellen and d'Anville, which confine the country

of New France to the north fide of the river of

Canada, and mark out the limits between Acadia

and New England to the weftward according to

the claim of his Britannic Majefty ; and the fourth

by Champlain, which carries Acadia beyond the

Peninfula* and makes Pantagoet the weftern

boundary of it; they further fay, That Henne-

pin in his travels marks Acadia on the continent,

between New England and the river St. Lawrence:

that de Fer k
, the French King's geographer, in his

Atlas, makes Nova Scotia and Acadia one and the

fame country ; extending it to Canada northwards,

and afligning the fame extent of limits to them

both ; terminating the weftern limit at the river

Pantagoet : and that Gerdreville l

in his Atlas

makes Acadia to extend from the Kennebec to the

iQand called Perfee at the mouth of the river St.

Lawrence m
.

Then having fhewn what little authority the

maps of Mr. Halley, Popple and Salmon are of",

theEnglifh commifTaries conclude this part of the

argument with the following obfervation °
: That

the more ancient maps abfolutely contradict and

deftroy the idea, which the French commifTaries

have of the ancient limits of Acadia : that there

1 See Memorials, Vol. I. p. 271. k A. D. 1705.
1 A. D. 1719. m See Memorials, Vol. I. p. 275.

» Ibid. » Ibid. p. 281.

is
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is not a fingle map to be found, not even amongft a. D.

the French maps, which does not exprefly confute l 751-

the main and elTential part of the fyftem of the

French commiflaries : That though they do not

exactly mark out the ancient limits, as the com-

miflaries of his Britannic Majefty contend for

them, yet every map is a diftinct and clear anfwer

to the opinion of the French commiflaries, as

founded upon maps; bccaufe every map differs

from their defcription of the ancient limits, in

fome eflential point, and all of them are incon-

fiftent and irreconcileable with their general idea

of them :—That many ancient and modern maps

in different countries fupport the claim of his

Britannic Majefty, but no one can be found to au-

thenticate in any degree, or in any one particular,

the pretenfions of France p
.

The fecond authority, produced by the French

commiflaries in this cafe, is taken from Denys,

Champlain and Efcarbot, hiftorians of North

America.

To which the Englifh commifTaries reply with From hif*

a previous obfervation, That their adverfaries have

cited thefe authors in a very uncommon and bro-

ken manner •, and that the proof pretended to be

drawn from thefe authors are founded upon gene-

ral obfervations on their title pages, on marginal

notes found in their works, and incorporated into

them by the French commiflaries ; frequently

on fingle expreflions detached from the context,

f See Memorials, Vol. I. p. 283.

and

tonans.



9 2 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. and fometimes upon the mere omiflions ofthe name
I753

' of Acadia, rather than upon the full and entire

fenfe of any paifage in thefe writers fully and fatis-

factorily cited. By which means books may be

made to carry any appearance 9
. They then pro-

ceed and examine each of thefe hiftorians by tak-

ing every paragraph in queftion entire
r

; and hav-

ing gone through each author diftinctly, they

fum up their evidence in thefe words : " We have

" now examined all the French hiftorians cited

" by his mod Chriftian Majefty's commiffaries to

" eftablifh their fyftem of the ancient limits of

" Acadia, and we think ourfelves authorifed to

" fay, from this view of their feveral works,

" that the Sieur Deny*s commiffion in 1654, and

w that claufe in particular which grants him the

" fedentary fifhery on the coaft of Acadia, marks

" out the fouthern bank of the river St. Law-
*' rence, as the northern boundary of Acadia,

" and makes it extend as far to the weft as New
" England: That Mr. Champlain agrees with

" the Sieur Denys in the northern limit of Acadia,

" and makes Sainte Croix within the wejlern limit

•' of it : That Efcarbot never affigns any limits

" to Acadia, or even mentions the country

:

*' And that, therefore, one of the only two hifto-

" rians, from which any evidence at all can be

" collected, is a very full evidence in fupport of

" the whole claim of Great Britain ; and the other

" by afligning the fouthern bank of the river St.

1 See Memorials, Vol. I. p. 283. r Ibid. p. 2S5.

" Lawrence
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" Lawrence, as the northern, is authority alfo for A. D.

" the weftern boundary we afiign as far as Ste.
I7 53«

<c Croix ; and both confute the aflertion of the

" French commilTaries, That thefe writers con-

" fined the bounds of Acadia to the Peninfula \V

The French commilTaries have recourfe to a

proof founded upon this circumftance, That feve-

ral parts of the country, which his Britannic Ma-
jefty claims as Acadia, have always paffed under

diftincl: names l

. A method of proof calculated

rather to confound than to confute : however the

Englifli commilTaries put even this prolix and con-

futed kind of evidence upon a thorough and dif-

tincl; examination : and having refuted each par-

ticular, conclude, " That there is no real weight

" in that argument founded upon the particular

" names, which particular parts of Acadia have

" borne different from the general country : And
" that New France has from very early times

" been the name given by the French writers, the

" people and crown of France, to the French

" territory in North America"."

Then they enter into a particular examination

into the ftate of the hiftory of Acadia, and the re-

volutions
v '

it underwent from the year 1632, the

date of the treaty of St. Germains, to the treaty

of Utrecht : and upon the whole conclude their

reply in this fummary way :
" All the evidence The fum

*' brought by the French commilTaries, in fupport of thls ar"

' ..
. T* gumcnt.

* See Memorials, Vol.1, p. 325, &c. ' Ibid, from

p. 327 to p. 399. « Ibid. p. 395.

* Ibid. p. 399 to 521.

2 "Of
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A. D. <{ of their fyftem, has been demonftrated to be
J 753« « deftrudlive to it, and applied in the ftrongeft

" manner in maintenance of the claim of Great

" Britain. And it appears upon the whole, that

" the King of Great Britain, bringing no evi-

" dences from fources, that are not authentic, is

" fupported in his claim by every tranfaction be-

<s tween the two crowns for above a century paft

;

" and that in claiming the country from Pantp.goet

" to the river St. Lawrence, as Acadia, his Bri-

" tannic Majefty demands no more than what

" France has always received under that name in

" the moft general reftitution j than what, if the

" ancient limits of it be determined upon maps,

" hiftorians, the Uniform decifions of the two
* c crowns for above one hundred years together,

" and Upon the declarations Of the crown of

" France at the treaty of Utrecht itfelf, the

" crown of France muft in all equity and fairnefs

" acknowledge to be a juft claim upon the words

" of ceffion in the treaty of Utrecht."

" The French commiifaries, on the contrary,

<c are equally incapable of fupporting their fyftem

" and their limits upon the maps and hiftorians

" they cite, and upon the proceedings of govern-

" ment, treaties and better evidence produced by
« c

us. They dare not abide by any polTeflion ever

<c taken by France in confequence of the moft
*' general words of reftitution ; nor by the pof-

" fefllon of France for above an hundred year,

" fuccefllvely ; nor by any declarations made by
*' the crown of France at the time of the treaty

" of
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*' of Utrecht-, but fetting afide all thefe evidences, A. D.

" taken from times of certainty and precifenefs,
1/53 *

" they are obliged to have recourfe to maps and

" hiftorians of lefs certainty in point of time, and

" lefs precifenefs from the nature of them : both
<l which, when they come to be ftriclly examined,

" abfolutely deftroy their fyftem, fall in with the

" fenfe and operation of the better and latter evi-

" dence of treaties and tranfactions between the

" two crowns, and become fo many auxiliary

" proofs in fupport of the claim of the crown of

" Great Britain \"

Here refted the argument upon the claim of his

Britannic Majefty upon Acadia or Nova Scotia,

according to the ancient boundaries of that coun-

try, ceded by France in the treaty of Utrecht, and

demanded by the Englifh commhTaries, as fet forth

in the premifes y
.

It was the latter part of the year 1 754 before the French re-

French commiiTaries delivered their reply to the R
1
? £ the

a J Britilh me-

Britifh memorial concerning the title of his Bri- moriaicon-

tannic Majefty to the ifland of St. Lucia : fpun Lucia.
5

out to fuch a length, as to prevent the amicable

decifion of that point by a clear and juft examina-

tion of the matter it contained ; for the French

court had now fo far entered into hoflile meafures,

to defeat the ftrength of the molt convincing

evidence in favour of his Britannic Majeity's

right, that the Britifh commiiTaries were obliged

to break up the conferences, and to return home,

* See Memorials, Vol. I. p. 541, &c. r Seep. 50.

before



96 The GENERAL HISTORY op

A.. D. before they had time to examine and confute the
I753

' pretended proofs of his moft Chriftian Majefty's

claim; in which the French had employed the

like arts of chicanery and cavil, as you have feen

in the cafe of Nova Scotia or Acadia.

Their pro- M. du Quefne, who fucceeded M. de la Jon-

North
gS in

qu *ere m tne government of Canada, being

America charged with an immediate and vigorous execu-

Ohic ^on of fhe expedition to fubdue the country on the

Ohio to the crown of France, detached the Sieur

de St. Pierre early in the year 1753 with a fufRci-

en t force to make a lodgment and to maintain his

ground on the river Beuf, or Beef river, till rein-

forced : which St. Pierre performed ; and he built

a fort upon the fpot in honour to M. du Quefne,

Such a difagreeable neighbour foon notified his

acceffion by the outrages committed on the back

fettlements of Virginia and Philadelphia, and more

particularly by cutting off the Indian trade, and

feizing upon our traders and their goods.

In October 1753 the governor and council of

Virginia, having orders from England to repel

A meffen- force by force, difpatched a meifenger to examine
ger dif- the territory behind their fettlement, and to ex-
patched J

fromVirgi- plore the French encroachments and operations

;

French at wno brought back an account, That there had
river de been j 500 regular forces fent to thofe parts from

Old France: That the French had built three

forts upon the Ohio, on the lands lately granted to

certain gentlemen in London, by the crown.

That, as the French met with no oppofition, they

were relblved to maintain their ground. This

advice
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advice concluded with obferving, That unlefs A -
D -

means were uied to drive off the French, and

likewife forts built on the banks of the Miilifippi

by the Englilh, the French would fortify them-

felves in fuch a manner, that it would not be in

our power to expel them.

This report made by the provincial meffenger

appeared of fuch an interefting nature to the

crown of Great Britain, that Governor Dinwiddie

immediately z fent the following letter by Major

George Wamington to the French commander in

chief, at the fort on the river Du Beuf.

S 1 R,

HPH E lands upon the river Ohio, in the weft- Governor

* ern parts of the colony of Virginia, are fo no- die"s letter

torioufly known to be the property of the crown
J? ^

of Great Britain, that it is a matter of equal con- command-

cert] and furprize to me, to hear that a body of r ;ver du

French forces are erecting fortrelfes and making Beu

fettlements upon that river, within his Majefty's

dominions. The many and repeated complaints I

have received of thefe a£ts of bqftility lay me un-

der the neceffity of fending, in the name of the

King my matter, the bearer hereof, George Wam-
ington, Efq-, one of the adjutants general of the

forces of this dominion •, to complain to you of the

encroachments thus made, and of the injuries

done to the fubjecls of Great Britain, in violation

of the law of nations, and the treaties now fub-

2 October 31, 1753.

Vol. I. H filling

3
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- fitting between the two crowns. If thefe facts be
1753.

°
true, and you think fit to juftify your proceed-

ings, I muft defire you to acquaint me, by whofe

authority and inftructions, you have lately marched

from Canada with an armed force, and invaded

the King of Great Britain's territories, in the

manner complained of; that according to the pur-

port and refolution of your anfwer, I may aft

agreeably to the commifilon I am honoured with,

from the King my matter. However, Sir, in

obedience to my inftructions, it becomes my duty

to require your peaceable departure •, and that you

would forbear profecuting a purpofe fo interrup-

tive of the harmony and good underftanding,

which his Majefty is defirous to continue and cul-

tivate with the molt Chriftian King, &c.

Robert Dinwiddie.

Major Mr. Wafhington was alio inftrufted to make a

ton's in?* further and diligent enquiry into the French en-

ftruftions croachments and defigns. For this purpofe, it
and en- °

.

quiries in- appears by his journal on this occafion, that he

ey to river travelled by the way of Frederickfburg, Win-
du Beuf.

ch e fter ancj Will's Creek, and thence to the mouth

of Turtle Creek on the river Monongahela;

where he was informed of the death of the French

general in chief in thofe parts ; and of their

troops returning into winter quarters a
. From

thence he pafTed to the forts of the Ohio, about

10 miles diftant , where the Monongahela is joined

3 It being the 2 2d of November..

by
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by the river Alligany. On the 25th of November A - D «

he met with a few French deferters, from whom
he got intelligence, That they were part of ioo

menj fent with eight canoes laden with provifions,

from New Orleans to Kufkafkas, with a promife

of being joined there by an equal number of

French from the Miffifippi, to convey them and

their ftores up the river. That the French had

built four fmall forts, between New Orleans and

the Black iflands, garrifoned by 30 or 40 men, and

a few fmall pieces of cannon in each. That at

New Orleans, near the mouth of the Miffifippi*

there were 35 companies of 40 men each, with a

fort of fix carriage guns : And at Black iflands
b
,

a fort with eight gun?, and feveral companies.

They alfo acquainted him, that there was a fmall

pallifadoed fort on the Ohio, at the mouth of the

Ouabach or Wabafh c
; a river, which heads near

the weft end of Lake Erie, by which the French

on the Miffifippi, communicate with thoie on the

Lakes.

With thefe deferters was an Indian trader, nam-

ed Brown, who informed him further, that at Sha-

naoh town, he had met with a King of the Six

Nations, from whom he learnt, That the French
had built a fort on Lake Erie, and another on a

fmall Lake, about 15 miles afunder, with a large

waggon road between. That three nations of

French Indians had taken the hatchet againft the

Englilh. That the French had called all the

b Diftant 130 leagues above the mouth of the Ohio.

- About 6oleano.es from the Mifliilpri.

II 2 l\ lingo'?,
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A. D. Mingo's, Delawares, &c. together, and told them,
I753

' that they had intended td be down the river, this

fall, but were obliged by the inclemency of the

feafon, to defer their march till the fpring, when

they would certainly come with a much greater

number ; and threatning them with military exe-

cution, in cafe they would not remain neuter : for

that they expected to fight the Engliih three years,

and did not doubt of fuccefs, and of conquering

all the lands on the Ohio.

Ma
j
or Mr. Wafhington arrived at Verango, on the

Wafhing- 4th day of December 17/52, an old Indian town
ton s arn- ^ * r ** J

val at the at the mouth of French Creek on the Ohio -, where

tion/and" ne found the French colours hoifted at a houfe,

reception. from which they had driven Mr. John Frazer, an

Englifh fubject ; and met with Captain Joncaire,

who was the French commander of the Ohio

;

who received him courteoufly, and referred him

to the general officer of the next fort with his

letter. However Joncaire kept him at fupper,

and after the glafs had paffed about chearfully,

the French captain told him, That it was their

abfolute defign to take pofleflion of the Ohio

:

And by G— they would do it : For, though they

were fenfible the Engliih could raife two men for

their one, yet they knew their motions to be too

flow and dilatory to prevent any undertaking of

theirs -, grounding the right of France to the river,

upon a difcovery made by one La Salle, about

60 years befo're : And agreeable to this conven-

tion, they had feized all ftraggling Englifh traders,

and had orders to make every perfon prilbner, who

attempted
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attempted to trade on the Ohio ; or the waters of A. D.

it : and now the commandant returned the fol-

lowing anfwer to the governor's letter

:

S I R,

A SI have the honour of commanding here in The

chief, Mr. Wafhington delivered to me the command-

letter, which you wrote to the commander of the ™ s

G
a

v̂

Kvcr

French troops. I mould have been glad that Dinwid-

you had given him orders, or that he had been

inclined, to proceed to Canada to fee our General

:

to whom it better belongs, than to me, to fet forth

the evidence and the reality of the rights of the

King my mailer, to the lands fituate along the

river Ohio, and to conteft the pretenfions of the

King of Great Britain thereto. I fhall tranimit

your letter to the Marquis Duguifne, or du Quefne.

His anfwer will be a law to me. And if he mail

order me to communicate it to you, Sir, you

may be allured, I ih all not fail todifpatch it forth-

with to you. As to the fummorre you fend me to

retire ; I do not think myfelf obliged to obey it.

Whatever may be your inftru it ions, I am here by

virtue of the orders of my general ; and, I ih-

treat you, Sir, not to doubt one moment, but

that 1 am determined to conform myfelf to them

with all the exaclnefs and refolution, which can

be expected from the bed officer. I do not know

that in the progrefs of this campaign, any thing

has palled, which can be reputed an aft of hofti-

lity, or, that is contrary to the treaties, which

fubfift between the two crowns •, the continuation

H 3 whereof
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A. D. whereof as much interefteth, and is as pleafing to
753 ' us, as the Englifh. Had you been pleafed, Sir,

to have defcended to particularize the facts, which

occafioned your complaint, I mould have had the

honour of anfwering you in the fulleft, and, I

am perfuaded, the mod fatisfactory manner, &c.

From the Fort Sur

la Riviere au T e- t»

Beuf, Decern- Leg ARDE U R DE St. PlERE,

ber 15, 1753.

Brinfh Thefe hoftilities were alfo tranfmitted to the

plains of court of Great Britain : and the complaints againft

thefe hofti-
them were exhibited in a memorial by the Earl of

hues, with- '

out effea. Albemarle the Britifh miniiter at Paris : but with-

out any other effect, than delufive promifes to

curb and withdraw the caufes of thole complaints.

And the Britifh miniilry ftill gave fo much ear to

thofe vain pretences and excufes, that they pre-

vented his Majefty, at the opening of the parlia-

ment on the 15th of November 1753, fr°m tak-

ing proper notice of the French conduct towards

his American fubjects ; and permitted him to de-

King's clare, " That the continuance of the public tran-
pee " quillity, and the general ftate of Europe re-

" mained upon the fame footing, as when they

*? Iaft parted j and allured them of his fteadinefs

*f in purfuing the mod effectual meafures to pre-

" ferve to his people the bleflings of peace."

A. D. The governor of Virginia was convinced other-

*754- wife j and endeavoured, with a true Britifh fpirit,

to prevail with the Virginians, and his neighbour-

ing governments, to arm |n their own defence,

and to erect a fort on the Forks, to curb the

1 French
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French encroachments, and to defend the Britifh A. D.

traders and property. But for want of a national
I754

countenance and fuccour, this fcheme failed, and,

inftead of deterring the French from their defigns,

it ferved only as a means to provide them with ar-

guments to make the native Indians jealous, and

to oppofe the Englifh.

Governor Dinwiddie prevailed at laft with his Colonel

. r , , Wartiin?-
province to raiie io,oool. and 300 men, to pro- ton's ex-

tec~t their frontiers : and the command of this Peditlon -

fmall regiment was given to Mr. Walliington,

a brave and prudent young gentleman, who be-

gan his march on the ift of May, and on the 2Sth

came up with a party of the French, took 20

prifoners, killed ten, and put the reft to flight-

Having learnt from his prifoners the real ftrength

of the enemy in thole parts, under the command

of the Sieur de Contrecceur, in chief on the Ohio,

and informed by his fcouts, that this commander

in chief, informed of the advantage he had gained

over the French party on the 28th, had fent

the Sieur de Villers with a 1000 French, and 200

Indians, to attack him, and diflodge him from a

little fort he had run up, called Fort NecelTiry,

as a temporary defence, and cover for his handful

of men, till fome troops, which had been pro-

mifed to follow him from New York, might ar-

rive; he made the bell: difpofitions poffible for one

in his circumftances, to maintain his poll:, and to

beat off an enemy, if any fuch mould attempt to

difturb him. Which came to pafs on the 3d of

July, when the body of 1200 men above men-

H 4 tioned
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A. 1>. tioned marched up to the attack of his little camp
I754

' and fort. The Englifh were by this time, by one

cafualty or other, reduced to 200 ; but they fuf-

tained the enemy's whole force for upwards of

three hours, and laid 200 of the enemy dead in

the field. So much refolution greatly difcouraged

the French •, and put their general upon fome lefs

dangerous method of diflodging the Englifli.

Thus, at the time Colonel Wafhington expected

nothing better than to be furrounded and put to

the fword, the enemy called a parley ; which end-

Capim- ed in an honourable capitulation for the brave re-

mains of our provincial troops ; of whom 30

had been killed, and 70 wounded : The enemy

had 300 killed and wounded. For our men be-

haved with fingular intrepidity, determined not to

afk for quarter, but with their bayonets fcrewed,

to fell their lives as dear as they pofiibly could.

Hiscapitu- The capitulation was, That each fide ihould re-

tire without moleftation ; and that the Englifh

army Ihould march away with all the honours of

war, apd with ftores, effects and baggage. But,

after Colonel Wafhington had marched out of

Fort Neceffity, the Indians, whom the French

had feduced from their allegiance to the King of

Great Britain, attacked them, plundered their

baggage, and made a great Daughter of the men,

cattle and horfes. And, when the French com-

mander was applied to, he pretended to be ex-

tremely concerned, drew his fword, and ran

amongft the Indians ; but, inftead of ufing means

to flop their breach of the capitulation, he en-

couraged

ation.
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couraged them to plunder and murder the A. D.

Englilh.
J 7S4-

The importance and diftrefs of our provinces at

this time, and the great neglect there was fome-

where in England, to relieve and to fupport them

againft thofe violent meafures, which the French

executed with impunity, are well defcribed in the

following letter, wrote about this time, from Wil-

liamfbura to a merchant in London.
't?

S I R,

TN the name of curiofity, what are you about in The im-

"*• England ? If we might judge of you by the and mifer-

rules of good fenfe and policy, I mould imagine
*f

le

th |!

a

*o.

you to be all in the hurry of preparation for war : lonies.

for you will not furely fuffer the moft notorious

and repeated violations of rights and treaties to

go unrevenged. The French have long fince,

commenced actual hoftilities againft us here j have

not only entered upon our territories manu fortiy

but have taken from us our forts, and ftrong holds,

fuch as they were. In fhort, all our colonies are

in the utmoft hurry and confufion from the ap-

proaching danger. By this lituation of our af-

fairs, you, gentlemen merchants of the mother

country, mull expect to be in great meafure af-

fected with us : For, whilft we are fending our

youth, to the repulfion of the enemy, and reco-

very of our frontiers, cultivation muft be, and is,

neglected: And without a full attention to our

produce, how mall we be able to make the proper

returns to England. What will really be the con-

fequences
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A. D. fequences of thefe proceedings, God only knows!
I754

' But certainly you ought not to be indifferent, as

to the danger, becaufe at prefent it is at a diftance

from you.

It requires not a very great degree of know-

ledge and judgment to comprehend, that on the

fecurity and profperity of the colonies, depends

the prefent flourifhing condition of the mother

country. The immenfe quantities of goods, which

are annually imported into America from England,

to the amount of fome millions flerling •, the

greater number of (hipping and hands employed

in the exportation of them, make up, I doubt

not, the mod confiderable part of your prefent

trading intereft : and by manufacturing the ma-

terials for this particular commerce, what number

of individuals, nay families, are wholly fupported

in England! In fhort, Great Britain is chiefly

indebted to us, that fhe makes fo rich, fo potent

and refpectable a figure in Europe. A truth that,

however evident, we have reafon to fuppofe, from

the tenor of their pad conduct, has not been fo

obvious to your miniftry; or, in other words, to

thofe in power, whofe immediate duty it was to

inform themfelves concerning it.

It does not efcape our notice here, how ready

and generous England has been, and ftili is, to

grant fubfidies upon every paltry alarm, to fome

petty German Princes, to the tune of fome hun-

dreds of thoufands, merely for the fake of pre-

ferving, as the minifters call ir, the balance of

power. How much has been done to preferve

the
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the balance of trade, or even our undoubted A. D.

rights in America, let them declare, who know ,75+"

it. In fhort, and to tell the plain truth in a few

words, we are looked upon by your great men,

as a fubjeefc too low for their fublime politics ; by

your country 'fquires and coxcombs, as a fet of

tranfports and vagabonds', and by your boards,

as unruly children, that want more to be corrected

than encouraged. Thanks to their wifdom in

taking fo little care of our breeding

!

It has been for many years paft, that the French

have uninterruptedly been forming a force on the

back of our colonies, from the Miflifippi to Ca-

nada, by gaining over the Indians to their intereft

and erecting forts at proper diftances, which might

open a ready communication from north to fouth.

They had a triple policy in this, (i.) That by

fecuring the alliance of the Indians, they might

engrofs the peltry and fur-trade. (2.) That by

fuch a chain of forts and ftrength, they might not

only prevent the extenfion of our colonies, but

even ftraiten and diflrefs them at pleafure. (3.)

That by fuch an eftablifhment and porTeflion, they

might be able to preferve the back parts of Ame-

rica by negociation and treaty, whenever our mi-

niftry might be provoked to look into our rights

;

and take up the refolution of calling them to ac-

count for fuch a procedure.

As far as my obfervation has gone, it has ever

been through negligence and negociation, that

Britain has, firft, permitted her proper rights and

advant?
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A. D. advantages to become difputable, by fuffering
I754

' them to be invaded, without an immediate proper

refentment : and after me has come to the reiolu-

tion of afferting them, flie has too eafily con-

defcended to a treaty •, and at length been con-

tented, or made fatisfied, with a divifion. It is

this kind of conduct, that I doubt we (hall have

more reafon to be afraid of, hereafter, than we

feem to be at prefent, leaft the miniftry mould not

grant us a fubfidy. For, after all the inconve-

niences which we muft inevitably go through, af-

ter the great expences and lofles we muft actually

fuffer, as well in lives, as in matters of property,

before we ihall be able to regain our forts and

frontiers ; if there mould be any composition made

with the French, as to the lands on this fide the

Miflifippi, it will be only protracting the evil day,

and prove to be fo much blood and treafure ex-

pended to little purpofe. For how can our colo-

nies be ever fafe with a French enemy on their

backs ? Or, whilfl fuch a danger is hanging over

them, what fecurity can be given to the induftri-

ous, that they mail reap the fruit of their own

labours ?

To conclude, we defire to be confidered only

as a petty German Prince, with relation to your

liberality ; but with refpect to the rights of the

Britifh empire, and the rights of induflrious fub-

jects, we hope to be empowered and encouraged

not only to aflert, but to recover, to defend and

enjoy them in their full and juft extent, in fpite

of
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of all the power, perfidy and ftratagem of the A. D.

French, and even of the devil himfelf, ihould he 17i+

think fit to join them. I am, Sir, &c. &c.

This feafonable and fenfible reprefentation, of

the danger and importance of our American plan-

tations, deferves a ierious attention, as it contains

many interefting remarks concerning the value of

thofe provinces to the mother-country ; the means

of preferving and improving them, and the ha-

zard this nation runs by every neglect to drive off

encroachments, and by any compofition or divi-

fion of the lands behind thofe fettlements •, which

were daily extending their limits, efpecially into

the fertile and delightful country of the Twightees,

inhabiting the plains on the Ohio ; by a company
T(ie Q^[o

of merchants at London : who have obtained a company
eltablifhed

grant from the crown to lettle that tract: of land with an

under the protection of Great Britain, with an ex-
rj

X
CT

c

n

l

t
'.

lve

clufive privilege of trading with the Indians on

the banks of the river Ohio.

This grant was made foon after the treaty of

Aix-la-Chapelle : and it no fooner tranfpired, than its effefts

the French governor of Canada wrote to the go-
\Q

^j*^

vernors of New York and Penfylvania ;
giving Freoch.

them to understand, u That as the Englifh inland

" traders had encroached on the French territories

" and privileges, by trading with the Indians un-

" der the protection of his Sovereign, he would

" feize them, wherever they mould be found, if

" they did not immediately defift from that illicit

" practice." This menace not being regarded,

he



no The GENERAL HISTORY of

f[A.D. he next year caufed three Britifli traders to be ar«*

* 754 " relied. Their effects were confifcatedj and their

perfons fent, by the way of Quebec, to Rochelle

in Old France, and there imprifoned : As already

related more at large
c

.

in regard This grant produced another unlucky effect ^
to the In- _, & r ,„«•'•
dians. The new company not only neglected to gain the

confent of the native Indians, on the back of the

royal patent, which might have been done at a

trifling expence, and what has been ufual on like

occafions *, but they fent a perfon to furvey their"

country in fuch a dark myfterious manner, as gave

a people, naturally jealous^ too much room for

fufpicion and difcontent. Which diipofed them

to receive any overtures, with more willingnefs

from the French, offered by way of protection.

Befides, thejealoufy of the Indians was greatly

heightened by the traders from Penfylvania and

Virginia, who forefaw that they themfelves would

be great lofers, in that valuable branch of traffic,

from which they were jealous of being excluded

by the royal privilege of a new monopoly.

French The action at Fort Neceffity being tranfmitted

Eviour at t0 London ; it was reprefented by the Britifli Am-
ine com- baffador at Paris, as an open violation of the
plaint a- r

bout Fort peace. Which did not meet with the fame de-
lly- gree f refpect, as on former occafions of com-

plaint •, the time now nearly approaching for the

French to pull off the mafk of moderation and

peace. For, inftead of diiavowing the conduct

c On page 44, &-c. ' Ibid.

of
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•f their American commander, as they had done in A. D.

the feveral cafes of Caylus and Jonquiere, orders
I754"

were expedited for reinforcements of men and

ammunition, to perfect their pernicious defigns on

that continent.

As this could not be concealed from the Britilli Inftruc-

miniftry, which was known to all the people, the t0 om. co .

nation murmured greatly at their fupine inactivity ;
lon

.

ies
J°

whofe only care of that vail and important conti- one confc-

nent amounted to no more than fome cautionary
eracy *

inftructions tranfmitted to the governors of our

provinces ; and for them to unite in their own de-

fence. The inftructions ran thus : " It is his Ma-
jefty's command, that in cafe the fubjects of any

foreign Prince mould prefume to make any en-

croachments in the limits of his Majefty's domi-

nions, or to erect forts on his Majefty's lands, or

to commit any other act of hoftility ; and mould,

upon a requifition made to them to defift from fuch.

proceedings, perfift in them, they mould draw

forth the armed force of their refpective provinces,

and ufe their beft endeavours to repel force by

force." The governors were likewife ordered to

form a political confederacy. And the governor of

New York was appointed to confer with the Chiefs

of the Indians, and by prefents, and other means,

to keep them fteady to the Britifh intereft.

This, to be fure, was a deiirable union, and a Tr ,7 ' ' How th^y

meafure that, if effectually executed, might have were fnu-

anfwered the intention of preventing further en-

croachments ; and, fuch is the bad policy of Bri-

tifh fubjects, that they, by their own contentions,

fre-
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A. D. frequently fruftrate the bed concerted meafures.
J 754- Thus, when unanimity and activity were moft ne-

cefiary, the national intereft was neglected, and

obliged to give way to the religious and political

difputes of the provinces. The affembly of Vir-

ginia quarrelled with Dinwiddie their governor,

about a fee he demanded for every grant he mould

pafs for land. The Penfylvanian reprefentatives

wafted their time in vain deliberations and vio-

lent difputes with their proprietaries, while the

enemy invaded their frontiers, and fortified them-

felves. New York was divided into factions by

fome men of property, but of turbulent fpirits,

who exerted their influence to diftrefs the views

and defigns of government. A congrefs was

appointed and held for that purpofe at Albany,

by commiffioners from all the Britifh provinces.

But few Indians attended, and they behaved

with fo much indifference, that, though they

accepted of the prefents, renewed treaties, and

demanded aid to drive the French from their terri-

tories, it. appeared plainly, that they were gained

over to the French intereft, and perfuaded that

the Englifh would be obliged to deliver up their

country to the French. Though they feemed to

be very well pleafed with their prefents, which

were much more confiderable than ever had been

Speech of known, they in their fpeech to Mr. Lancey,
the Inch-

ljeUtenant-governor of New York, fpoke with

great warmth, feverely blaming the neglect and

indolence of our nation, and in praife ofthe French

for their diligence and care to fortify and maintain

2 their

ans.
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their garrifons, while the Englifh left both their A - D -

fettlements and their allies expofed to invafion
l '^'

and deftrudion. They particularly recriminated

upon us the defertion of our fort at Saraghtoga,

in the laft war ; reprefented the defencelefs condi-

tion of our frontier city of Albany ; and con-

cluded with feafonable and rational advice to de-

fend ourfelves, and to encounter the French with

more fpirit and conduct for the future.

In this congrefs a plan was concerted, after General u-

long debates, for executing that falutary meafure n, " nn§Iecd

of a general union of the Britifh colonies, and

for creating a common fund to defray all military

expences : and it was agreed to lay this plan be-

fore his Majelty and council •, but, this was never

carried into execution.

During the fitting of this congrefs Mr. Shirley, Fortsbniltj

governor of Maflachuiet's bay, prevailed with the f;
c - l

jy
New

aflembly of his province to build a ftrong fort

near the head of the river Kennebeck, and to pro-

vide 800 men for that fervice, to protect the

province from the incurfions of the French and In-

dians. In purfuance of this relblution of the af-

fembly, Mr. Shirley, in the fummer 1754, marched

with the troops to the eaflern frontier, and, with

the confent of the Indians, built Fort Wefrern,

about 37 miles from the mouth of the river Ken-

nebeck, and Fort Hallifax about 54 miles down

the fame river ; of which proceedings when go-

vernor Shirley tranfmitted an account to the mi-

niftry at home, he alio reprefemed the imminent

danger to which Nova Scotia was expoled from

Vol. I. I the

3



Approved
of.

114 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. the encroachments and fortifications of the French,
754 ' which had extended themfelves to the very neigh

-

ftrancia- bournood of the Englifh fettlements ; and from
bout Nova any fudden attack, which might eafily be formed
Scotia.

J
r 1

againft that province from St. John's ifland, Cape

Breton, and Canada.

This remonftrance feemed to carry fome weight

:

for Governor Shirley received not only the appro-

bation of his Majefty and council for the fervice

he had performed on the river Kennebeck, but

a command alfo to concert meafures with Mr.

Lawrence, lieutenant-governor and commander

in chief of the province of Nova Scotia, for at-

tacking the French forts in that province. But

nothing could be done in this fervice till the next

fummer; except railing 2000 men in New Eng-

land, and receiving 2000 Hands of arms from

London.

Genera] It was alio refolved in his Majefty's council to

appointed. aPP°int a generaliflimo for the fervice of North

America. This command was conferred on Ge-

neral Braddock, whole courage and military dif-

cipline had recommended him, as of ability for

fo great a truft. At the fame time orders were

ifiiied for raifing two regiments, of two battalions

each, in North America, to be commanded

by Sir William Pepperel and Mr. Shirley, and

for the embarkation of Halklet's and Dunbar's

regiments of foot, to fail with all expedition

with General Braddock for Virginia ; but they

did not get from Ireland till the 14th of January,

J755-

Though
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Though it was not poffible to fix upon any plan A. D.

to unite the provinces effectually, for their com-

mon fafety under thefe perilous circumilances, the

governors and principal planters repeated their re-

prefentations to the minifters in England, of the

bad ftate of their relpective colonies, affuring

them that they muft inevitably fall a prey to the

French invaders, if not fpeedily and powerfully

afllfted by their mother country. And pofterity

will review with aftonifhment the negligent remif-

nefs with which the Britifh miniftry fr.ffered the

caufe of thole complaints to continue, and thole

valuable territories, which make lb confiderable a

part of the Britifh dominions, to remain in lb ex*

pofed and defencelefs a condition. All that can

be urged to exculpate fuch a neglect, is the fup-

pofition, That the provinces had a fufficient in-

ternal ftrength to defend themfelves. But, this

is a fallacious way of reafoning : for, though it

be allowed, that the inhabitants of the Britifh

empire on the continent of North America, ex-

ceeded the French and Canadians, at the rate of

ten to one, it ought to be remembered alio, thar,

while thefe provinces or governments continue in

feparate ftates, with feparate interefts, without

any connection with one another, their ftrength is

divided, and might, one after another, fall a prey

to the combined force of the French, Canadians

and Indians. However, though the provinces

might have done more at this time for their com-

mon defence, than they did, that is no excufe for

the Britifh miniftry, who ought either to have

I 2 com-
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A. D. compelled them to fubmit to fuch impofitions, as

'^' the legiQature might find neceffary for their mu-

tual intereft in time of danger and war : or, to

have protected them with regular forces fent from

Europe.

In this they would only have imitated the ene-

my, who, by every (hip to Louifbourg and Que-

bec, kept continually fending regular troops to en-

courage and ftrengthen their fubjects and allies.

By thefe Colonel Washington was defeated ; and

with the fame force the French improved that de-

feat, by feizing all that fine country on the Ohio,

and its branches.

However, Spain feemed fo much inclined, (upon

the change of her miniftry, this year, when the

Marquis de la Enfenada was forced to refign to

Thepacific Mr. WallJ to maintain the peace with England,

ti.Tcoun tnat the difputes about our cutting logwood in the

of Spain. bav of Honduras were amicably adjufted between

the faid Mr. Wall, the Spanifh Prime Minifter,

and Sir Benjamin Keene, the Britifh ambaflador.

Mr. Pitt's No wonder, therefore, that Mr. Pitt did after-

conduft ,n
warc} s treat the Franco-Spanifh memorial, in which

regam to *

Spain de- the cutting of logwood was pretended, amongft
tended. . . . . . , .

other grievances, to be a principal article to ob-

ftruct the pacific negociations, then carrying on,

between Great Britain and France, with the in-

dignity fuch an after-claim deferved. And he

had good reafon, from fuch a change in the con-

duct of Mr. Wall towards Great Britain, to be-

lieve him frenchified, and to be feeking an oppor-

tunity to join the enemy of our country, under

the
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the fpecious pretence of maintaining the rights of A. D.

his own nation, in a point they had already given

up and adjufted.

This year had not yet produced any remark- Affairs in

able alteration in the affairs of the northern powers,

fo as to affedt the interefl of Great Britain •, though

it was very certain, that no court in Europe, ever

fo obfcure, had efcaped the attention of France,

and being tempted to adhere to her interefl, either

by promifes, threats, or fubfidies : And at the

fame time rcprefenting the complaints and mea-

fures of Great Britain, againfl their encroachments

in America, in a mod diladvantageous light.

In the Eaft Indies, M. Dupleix, affuming the Affairs in

port and character of an eaftern monarch, under indies.

his forged commiffion from the Mogul, continued

the war, with all his power, to diftrefs the Britiih.

Interefl. But notwithstanding his riches, fuperio-

rity of men, and connections with the natives,

he could not, all this time, flrike any effectual

flroke againfl our fettlements ; but, on the con-

trary, was obliged to fubmit to many difappoint-

ments and rebuffs from the conduct and courage

of our troops.

The Britiih miniftry, during this fummer ( 1 754)
had managed the national affairs without the help

of a primier, which place was lafl vacated by thej)
eath f

Right Hon. Henry Pelham, Efqj brother to the the Rlght

Duke of Newcaftle, who departed this life in the n Peiham

beginning of March. And his Majeily, on the
E[1*

fourteenth day of November opened the parlia-

ment with informing them, " That the general

I 3 ftat«
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A - D - " {late of Europe had undergone very little alter-

" ation fince their laft meeting : That he had

?" ins
.,

s " lately received the ftron^eft affurances from
ipeecn. J o

u his good brother the King of Spain of friend-

" fhip and confidence : That his principal view

" fhould be to ftrengthen the foundation, and

" fecure the duration of a general peace ; to im-

" prove the prefent advantages of it for promot-

" ing the trade of his good fubjects, and preletting

" ibofe pcjfcffions [North America] which confti-

" tuted one great fource of their wealth and

" commerce."

Remark? Though his Majefty avoided mentioning the

particular encroachments or t ranee, in order to

prevent debates upon the addrefs, it is evident

that he faid enough to convince the nation, of his

relblution to humble the infolence of that perfidi-

ous neighbour. Thus alfo was he underftood by

Supplies the parliament, which unanimoufly granted for

the fervice of the enfuing year 4,073,729!. of

which one million was exprefly given for aug-

menting the forces by fea and land. They alfo

voted 32,0001. fubfidy to the King of Poland,

and 20,000 1. to the Elector of Bavaria, on a fup-

pofition that fuch fubfidiary allies were neceffary

to defeat, or prevent, any after game, to be

played by France againft Hanover, fhould that
'

perfidious nation drive Great Britain to an open

rupture.

Such public a£ts, as thefe, convinced the French,

that the Englifh were in good earnefl to exert

themfelves ng^inft their encroachments in America:

And,
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And, as they, with all their diligence, were not A. D.

in a condition to complete their intended arma- '**"

ments, by fea and land, for that.fervice, to be time

enough to fecure their pofts on that continent,

before the Britifh forces might arrive at the places

of their destination, they took great pains, once

more, to amufe the Britifh miniftry with general

declarations, that no hoftility was intended, nor

the leafl infringement of the treaty : which de-

clarations .were communicated to the court of

London, by the Marquis de Mirepoix, their own

ambaiTador at the Britifh court, the Earl of Albe-

marle being lately dead at Paris.

Mirepoix, on this occafion, played the part of The artful

the Archbifhop of Ambrune, the French ambaf- JJ° F,.en
°
h

fador at Madrid, in the laft century. The French ambaffk-

t^- u L r. u j j
dor

'
Mire"

King, by the ryrenean treaty, had guaranteed poix.

all the Spanifh dominions, to the fucceflbr of the

King, upon the throne ; the King of Spain, with

whom that treaty was made, dies within feven

years, and leaves a fon and fucceflbr, a minor, on

the throne, whofe filler had been married to the

Dauphin, with the exprefs condition of her re-

nunciation of all right and title to any part of her

father's dominions, together with the confent,

approbation and ratification of the French King

and her hufband. But Lewis XIV. in defiance

of renunciations, ratifications, treaties, and every .

other motive for maintaining good faith, kept up

a powerful army, and as foon as he heard of the

King's death, made the necefTary difpofitions to

Jeize upon Flanders, a part of the Spanifh mon-

I 4 archy,
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A.D. archy, and to add that fine country to his own

dominions. Thefe preparations and intentions

reaching the court of Spain, the Queen mother

queftioned his Grace the archbifhop ; who, either

deceived by his inftructions from France, or pre-

pared to keep the Spanifh court in a ruinous ftate

of fecurity and inactivity, by the flrongeft aflur-

ances of his royal matter's refolution to maintain

the faith of the late treaty, and not to invade any

part of the Spanifh dominions, during the young

King's minority, continued, with the moft folemn

proteftations of fincerity and friendfhip, to amufe

the Queen mother and her miniftry, till the very

news of the French having invaded Flanders ar-

rived at the court of Madrid. Thus the Marquis

de Mirepoix was ordered, (whether in the fecret

or not) to amufe the Britifh court, and, if pofli-

ble, to delay, or flacken their armaments for

America, till the French had iufficiently ftrength-

ened their ufurpations from Europe.

It is certain Mirepoix acted his part extremely

well : even fo far, as when facts were daily al-

ledged to confront his pacific declarations, this

thorough-paced politician pretended to be ftruck

Repairs to w * tn aftonifhrnr-nt and chagrin, and to repair to

ins own Verfailles to upbraid that miniftry for making him
court for r jo
further in- the tool of their cliffimulation.

Krks" This conduct of the French ambaflador, has

thereon, been urged in favour of his candour and fincerity:

But, if we confider it with all its circumftances,

and compare it with the Archbilhopof Ambrune's

behaviour, in a fimilar cafe •, this aftaniihment,

a chagrin,
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chagrin, rage and departure of Mirepoix, will A. D.

appear to have been a concerted fineflfe to gain
l7 '*"

that time by fufpence, which they were not able

to obtain by prevarication. Mirepoix's reputed

honour, and the politenefs with which he had in-

gratiated himfelf at the Britifh court, conduced

greatly to fill fome of our ftatefmen with hopes of

accommodating matters, by his prefence at Ver-

failles : And, at his return to London, they tri-

umphed greatly at the pacific intentions of his

royal matter, which he declared were delivered to

him by the King himfelf : Which aflurances, hav-

ing been long detected of falfhood, could find no

other means to gain credit, but on the good opi-

nion the Britifh Court entertained of the Marquis

de Mirepoix.

France, ever watchful of the proceedings be-

tween our King and parliament, eafily forefaw the

refolution of his Britannic Majefty, and the de-

termination of the parliament to fupport him

againfl the French violation of treaties. There-

fore, not to be behindhand, the French miniflry

ordered a powerful armament to be immediately Conduftaf

fitted out at Breft, for North America; and took JnfoaE^

other meafu res, which prognosticated their inten- thls time -

tion to ftrike fome important blow, that might

ferve for a declaration of war.

De Cofne, the fecretary of our embafly at A. D.

Paris, by letter dated the ill of January 1755,
/5S '

informed Sir Thomas Robinlbn, fecretary of

ftate, That feventeen men of war, the admiral's

fhip of 70 guns, were ordered to be equipped at

Breft,
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A. D. Breft, and that the greateft part of that fleet was

deflined for America^ with regular troops on

board. By another letter of the 8th, he fpecifies

the number of fhips to be 1 6 of the line, and five

frigates ; and the troops to be 3000 men : and

adds, that they would be ready to fail by the end

of March. On the 23d, he writes, That there

were eight fhips more to join them from Rochfort

and Rochelle, which would make in all 30 fhips

of waj, 20 of which were of the line, and would

take on board 6000 forces ; and that they were

working night and day to get to lea.

By the fame hand, the miniftry were informed

on February 16 and 23, That M. Macnamara was

to command this expedition. And in a few days

after, the Earl of Holdemefs was informed, That

in all thefe armaments there appeared a plain de-

fign to make fettlements and to build forts : be-

fides, that, it was given but, they refolved to

augment the fortifications at Louifbourg, and to

build more forts on the Ohio.

But thofe armaments were not confined to Breft,

&c. For Mr. Birtles our conful at Genoa, fent

advice, dated February 10, That the French had

24 mips of war at Toulon, befides three on the

itocks, and one of 70 guns careening ; that they

were ordered to be got fit for fea with all expedi-

tion ; and that the magazines and {lores were in

fuch order and rcadinefs, as to make it pofiible to

fend all thofe fhips to fea in a very fhort time.

Which intelligence, as well as that, which follow-

ed from Mr. Banks, our conful at Carthagena,

on
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on the 1 2th of March 1755, that the great ad- A. D

miral of France was to have the chief command, 1755

and that tranfports were taken up for a great num-

ber of land forces •, it (hews that they had already

planned the invafion and conqueft of Minorca.

On the 17th of March fix (hips of the Breft

fquadron got into the road : but the advices of

the 25th (aid, that they could not fail before the

beginning of April, and that they would endea-

vour to flip away, without noife, with fuccours for

America ; and that the M. now Duke of Mirepoix's

negociation was only to gain time, till the Frenoh

might arrive at the places of their deftination, and

be provided to declare open war. Accordingly

it was difcovered that fix of the Breft fquadron,

had failed in the night between the 17th and 18 th,

privately, with troops for America. Six others

took their ftation in the road, and received on

board a number of regular troops ; among whom
were many Scotch and Irifh officers. And five

more (hips were ordered to be expedited with the

utmoft diligence.

Our diligent fecretary at Paris further informs,

That the frigate La Diane had been difpatched

and failed from Rochforr, on the 27th of March,

to Lcuifbourg and Quebec, with advice of thefe

fuccours : that eight more (hips of the line were

ordered to be victualled and fitted for fea in two

months, and that M. Macnamara, who had re-

figned the command of the fleet already failed,

to M. de la Mothe, upon account of his great

age,

I2 3
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A. D. age, had received orders to fail with a fquadron
I75S ' on the 1 6th of March.

The Britifh court thus informed, faw through

the artifice of Mirepoix, and the fallacious word

of his mod Chriftian Majefty ; and entered upon

fuch meafures, as they fuppofed effectual to pre-

vent the fatal effects of the French armaments.

Prochma- A proclamation was iffued
e
to encourage fea-

tion for men t0 enter themfelves on board his Majefty's
railing lea- r r
men. mips of war; offering a bounty of 30 s. for every

able bodied feaman, between 20 and 50 years of

age, and 20 s. for every ordinary feaman. The

fame night there was a warm prefs below bridge

;

warrants for the fame purpofe were difpatched to

the outports ; and public notice was given at

Greenwich hofpital, for all the feamen, who were

willing to go to fea, to give in their names, and

that they mould not fail of the ufual encourage-

For calling ments. Another proclamation f was publifhed,

faringmen. for recalling all mailers of mips, pilots, mariners,

feamen, fhipwrights and other fea-faring men,

his Majefty's natural born fubje£bs, from the fer-

vice of all foreign Princes and States, and prohibit-

ing fuch perfons from entering their fervice. And

Encourag- this proclamation increafed the bounty of feamen
mem or

from _os to o
|, anc] from 20 s. to 2 1. who fhould

voluntarily enter before the ioth day of March

next following : and further promifed 2 1. reward

to any perfon difcovering any able feamen, and

30 s. for every ordinary feaman, who mould fecrete

* On January 23, 1755. f February 8.

them-
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themfelves, fo that fuch feamen mould be taken, A. D.

for his Majefty's fervice, by any fea officer, em-
* 7SS '

ployed for raifing men.

In March 1755 his Majefty fent a mefiage by A mefage

Sir Thomas Robinfon, then fecretary of (late, KiU^to

to inform his parliament, " That having; at the
the Parha-

1
meat.

beginning of the lefiion declared, that his princi-

pal object was to preferve the public tranquillity,

and at the fame time to proteft thofe poJfefwnsy

which conflitute one great fource of the commerce

and wealth of his kingdoms ; he now finds it ne-

ceffary to acquaint the houfe of commons, that

the prefent fituation of affairs makes it requifite

to augment his forces by fea and land, and to take

fuch other meafures, as may beft tend to preferve

the general peace of Europe, and to fecure the

juft rights and poffefTions of his crown in America

;

as well as to repel any attempts whatfoever, that

may be made to fupport or countenance any de-

figns, which may be formed againfl his Majefty

and his dominions ; not doubting, but that his

faithful commons would enable him to make fuch

augmentations, and to take fuch meafures for fup-

porting the honour of his crown, and the true

interefls of his people, and for the fecurity of his

dominions, in the prefent critical juncture, as the

exigency of affairs may require."

—

This meffage was anfwered with a warm and How re-

affectionate addrefs : and the miniftry in the cabi- boAhoufes

net, as if they were fully reiblved to execute the ot Parlia *

necefiary meafures in fuch a critical juncture, or-

dered a body of forces to America, to act in con-

junction



126 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. jun&ion with the provincial troops. Which order
17 >$' produced an extraordinary claufe to the mutiny

bill, to render it more clear, extenfive and ufeful

for the national fervice : wherein it was provided,

Mutiny " That all officers and foldiers of any troops,

bill «x- C c De in o; muttered and in pay, which are or fhall
tended to t> r 7

'

North A- " be raifed in any of the Britifh provinces in
merica. . . _

, .

" America, by authority or the reipeChve governors

" or governments thereof, fhall at all times, and

" in all places, when they happen to join or act

" in conjunction with his Majefty's Britifh forces,

*' be liable to martial law, and difcipline, in like

" manner, to all intents and purpofes, as theBri-
46

tifli forces are, and fhall be fubjed to the fame

" trial, penalties and punifhments."

A fpeech A general officer, who on this critical occafion

in pailia- was ca\\ed up in the houfe of commons, by a fpi-
ment by ,a

r * r

general rit, becoming a true patriot, expreffed himfelf in

the following manner ; " We feem, faid he, to

be driven upon the edge of a high mountain ; on

every fide a dreadful and tremendous precipice :

too much expence makes us bankrupts : too little

makes us flaves. Some years ago, the French

were by no means a match for the Five Nations

:

now they have a communication, by a range of

forts, from the river St. Lawrence, in Canada, to

the Ohio, near the Mifiifippi. Hence it is, that

they hold our colonies between the two ends of a

net, which if they tighten by degrees, they may

get all of them into the body of it, and then

drown them in the fea. When the fhip is fink-

ing, the man at the helm in vain lays the blame

upon

officer.
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upon the labourer at the oar, or the labourer at A. D.

the oar, recriminates upon the man at the helm :
' 55 *

we are all in one vefTel : it is our intereft as well

as our duty, to unite heartily in the common

caufe ; and laying afide private ambition and ani-

mofity, to act with alacrity and confidence, and to

perform every thing in our power, for the prefer-

vation, honour and happinefs of our country.

So many men were provided for the fea fervice, Admiral
* Boicawcn

by proper means, that a fquadron of 11 (hips of fails for N.

, ,. , c - i_ • • 11 America.
the line, and one frigate, bearing in all 5,945
men, was got ready and failed for America, on

the 22d day of April, under the command of Vice

Admiral Bofcawen. This fquadron had on board

a confiderable body of land forces s to attend the

motions of the enemy : And the admiral's inftruc-

tions to attack the French fleet, wherever he mould

meet them, was notified to the Duke de Mire-

poix. To which that polite ambafiador replied,

" That his royal mailer would confider the firfl Mirepoix's

" gun, fired at fea in an hoftile manner, to be a J^^ST
"declaration of war." event -

This language, fo reverfe to his pacific confer- How it

ences, feemed to whet the refentment of our coun- °Perat"
' upon the

cils, fo as to redouble their preparations for war : miniftry.

and the public began to think, that the miniftry

were come to a reiblution to fulfil their defires

for the defence of America, and to oppofe all other

machinations of the French againft their trade,

navigation and pofTcifions ; fo that the monied

s Two regiments, which he took, up at Plymouth.

men
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A. D. men fubfcribed 3,880,000 1. immediately, inftead
* 755 * of 1,000,000 1. required to be raifcd by way of

lottery.

Our miniftry had certain advice h from M. de
The
French Cofne, That the fleet from Bred and Rochfort,

SJ^H. confifted of one lhip of 90 guns, three of 74,
America. four f y0y feven of 64, one of 58, one of 50,

and five of 30 guns, from Breft •, two of 64 guns,

one of 50, one of 30, and one of 26 guns, from

Rochfort : Together 18 mips of the line, and

nine frigates ; in all 27. But ten of thefe line of

battle were converted into tranfports, and mounted

no more than from 18 to 22 guns apiece, under

the command of M. Macnamara and M. Bois de

la Mothe.

This united fleet had orders to be ready to fail

by the 1 8th or 20th of April, with 11 battalions

on board •, but it was wind bound, till the 3d of

May : Of which M. de Cofne did not fail to give

immediate notice, adding, that it was generally

believed, that Macnamara's orders were only to

convoy the mips that ferve for tranfports, to a

certain diftance, and then to let them puriue their

voyage without him.

Here it may be feafonable to enquire, what was

done on the part of Great Britain, befides the pro-

ontheBri- ceedings in parliament, to counteract the vigorous

ftry at'This
meafures of our enemy ? It is evident from all

time. thefe advices, and from the facts themfelves, that

thefe kingdoms had nothing to fear from an inva-

h Dated the 15th of April 1755.

fion :
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fion : For, though France had a few more (hips A D.

in the ports of Breft and Rochfort, fit for fervice,

they had neither failors, nor ordnance, nor pro-

vifions, nor ammunition to fit them for fea ; nor

any number of vefTels capable of tranfporting an

army into this ifland, as all accounts from abroad

agreed, had they ever lb ferioufly meditated a de-

fcent in favour of the Pretender, as Mr. Barnham

from Dover had intimated his fufpicion : which,

by other advices, was treated with contempt*

Why then was there not a more powerful fleet or-

dered in time, not to fight the French convoy

under Macnamara in the American feas, or to

block up, or intercept their fleet at Louifbourg,

or Quebec, but at Breft and Rochfort? What
muft be thought of fuch management, that, out

of the numerous navy, which Great Britain had at

this time in pay, they could fpare, or, were afraid

to fuffer, no more than 1 1 fhips of the line and

one (loop to defeat the French embarkation for

America : and to be at the extraordinary ex-

pence and hazard of fending a fquadron to do
that work in the American ocean, which, in all

probability, could have been done with little or no
rifk and much lefs expence, near the chops of

the Britiih channel. Such an apppointment was
very wide of the utmoft exertion of our power in

defence of our colonies, and to maintain the do-

minion of the feas -, when the miniftry, duly and

certainly informed of the force under failing or-

ders at Breft, confined their own ftrength to a

fquadron under Mr. Bofcawen, of a little more
Vol. I. K than

3
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A - D - than half the force of the enemy ; and paid no
755 * manner of regard to the equipment of the naval

preparations at Toulon, of which they had pofi-

tive advice on the 14th of April; nor to the in-

telligence from Conful Banks, on the 12th of

March, who gave it, as his confirmed opinion,

that there would be a powerful expedition with

land forces from that port.

The only ftep taken to remedy thefe egregious

omiffions, or whatever you may pleafe to call

them, in the Britifh politics, was to rifk fix fhips

of the line and one frigate, under Admiral Hol-

bourne, to follow and ftrengthen Admiral Bof-

cawen ; who not failing till the nth of May,

when the chance of his falling in with Macnama-

ra's ftrong fquadron, which failed but eight days

before, was againft him, the national difguft with

the miniftry daily increafed.

King's On the 25th day of April his Majefty clofed

ipeechat
that feff10ns f parliament by a mod gracious

the end or r J °
the ieffion. fpeech, wherein he told the two houfes, " That

" the zeal they had (hewn, for fnpporting the ho-

" nour, rights and poiTeffions of his crown, had

" afforded him the greateft fatisfaction : That
" his defire to preferve the public tranquillity had

" been fincere and uniform : That he had reli-

" gioufly adhered to the ftipulations of the treaty

M of Aix-la-Chapelle, and made it his care not to

" injure or offend any power whatfoever; but

" that he could never entertain a thought of

" purchafing the name of peace at the expence

" of iuffering encroachments upon, or of yield-

* c ina
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" in<* up, what juftly belonged to Great Britain, A. D.

" either by antient poflefllon, or by folemn trea-
I755 '

" ties : That the vigour and firmnefs of his par-

" liament, on this important occafion, had en-

*' abled him to be prepared for fuch contingen-

*' cies as might happen : That if realbnable and
M honourable terms of accommodation could be

" agreed upon, he would be fatisfied, and, in all

" events, rely on the juftice of his caufe, the ef-

" fe&ual fupport of his people, and the protection

" of divine providence."

The parliament was prorogued to the 25th of Departs

May : A regency was appointed, and his Majefty man domil

departed for his German dominions on the 28th mons *

of April.

M. Macnamara returned into Bred with nine Attention

ihips on the 20th of May, which were victualled JkJ,£ t0 _

for fix months, and failed again on the 4th of Tune wards
,11 , r n* ^ ~ .

North A-
under the command or M. Du Guay, on a cruize merica.

near the ftreights of Gibraltar, and in fuch parts of

the Atlantic ocean as might favour the return of

La Mothe and Salvert, his coadjutor, in cafe of

bad news from North America. The other mips

in Breft and Rochfort, for fome time, wanted both

men and cannon ; and when they got fupplies, it

was ordered that they (15 in all) mould not fail

till the court had certain advice of the fate of

thir fleet in America. Thus it appears that the

whole attention of the French councils was taken

up with their American intereft, or at leaft to fa-

vour the return of their mips from Canada : and

that Britain had nothing to fear of an invafion,

K 2 from
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A
-
D

« from any preparation at Bred or its neighbouring
D

ports.

Advice In the mean time the Lords of the Admiralty

the Toulon received advice from Captain Buckle, of the Uni-
fquadron.

corn? dated May 9^ \n Genoa-mole, That ele-

ven days before, there had been orders publimed,

by beat of drum, for failors to repair to Toulon

;

and that orders were likewife fent to Toulon, to

fit out all the fhips in that harbour.

But, though it was confirmed by letters to Lord

Holdernefs, dated July 19th, and received on

the 2 2d, that no fhips were fitting out at Breft ;

and that they were equipping with expedition nine

fhips at Toulon, with orders for the failors not to

depart from thence ; the Britifh miniftry con-

tented themfelves, as we fhall fhevv more fully

Admiral hereafter, with fending Sir Edward Hawke on the

ftaZmk 24tn °f Ju ty>
tocruifetill September, only to en-

cruije. deavour to intercept Du Guay's fquadron in its

return from Cadiz j or any fhips, which might

efcape the vigilance of Mr. Bofcawen, and at-

tempt 10 recover any port in France : His whole

force being no more than twenty-one fhips of the

line, and five frigates ; whereas, if there was any

credit to be given to our intelligence, it was pro-

bable that he might have met with Du Guay's

fquadron of ten mips, joined by five (hips from

Rochfort, ten fhips from Breft, and the ten fhips

Very ha- m tne ir return fr°m America. By which it ap-

zardous. pears that this fleet was commanded upon a very

hazardous fervice-, and all the advices concerning

the
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the naval preparations in the Mediterranean were A - D -

difregarded.

The equipments in the port of Toulon, which The arina-

hitherto had been carried on with more artifice, Toulon

began now to appear openly, and to keep pace exP ei, 'teJ -

with the armaments facing the Britifh fhore

;

formed merely to give umbrage to the Englifh ;

and with the motion and augmentation of their

troops. For, letters of the 6th of Auguft de-

clare exprefly, that orders had been fent to Tou-

lon to equip, with all expedition, all the new

ihips, and to get the old ones alfo in a condition

for fervice ; that thefe orders were then purfued

with great diligence, and that they were to take

on board feveral companies of land forces, befides

mariners. They further advifed, that fince the ar-

rival of two expreffes at Toulon, which had

caufed the holding of two extraordinary councils,

attended by the principal officers of the marine,

the hands, which were at work in fitting out the

nine fbips there, were doubled, and fix other (hips

of the line put in commiffion, and ordered to be

equipped with the former nine, fo as to be able

to put all the fifteen fail to fea before the iSth or

20th of Auguft, and to be victualled only for

three months. Which letter concluded :
" Tho'

" the deftination of this fquadron is not known,
" it is generally conjectured to be intended againft

" Gibraltar: But be that as it will, never was there

" a greater hurry in that port, than at prefent."

At the fame time it ought to be obferved, that

we had no force in thofe leas to prevent Du Guay's

K 3 fcjua*
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A. D. fquadron, which did not fail from Cadiz till the
755 " beginning of Auguft, from joining the Toulon

fpuadron.

His Ma- It cannot be fuggefted that his Majefty re-

duft

S

in°

n
" rained as indolent, as this regency appeared to be •,

Germany. for ne was trying, abroad, every prudent meafure

to obviate the difficulties that might arife, in the

courfe of a war from the French againft his Ger-

man dominions. To cover thefefrom any infults

and attacks, on account of their connections with

Great Britain, and which already threatened the

Electorate of Hanover by French magazines

erected in Weftphalia, under the jurifdiction of

the Elector of Cologne, and to guafd againft the

effects of a fecret treaty, which he grew jealous of,

and was carrying on between Vienna and Verfailles,

Concludes his Britannic Majefty concluded a fubfidiary trea-

wSiHertb ty> on tne 1 8th of June, with the Landgrave of
Caffel, HefTe-Caflel; by which his Serene Highnefs en-

gaged to hold in readinefs, during four years, a

body of eight thoufand men, for his Majefty's

fervice, to be employed, if required, upon the

Continent, or in Great Britain, or Ireland; but not

on board the fleet, or beyond the feas : And alfo, if

his Britannic Majefty ihould judge it neceflary, or

advantageous, for his fervice, to furnifh and join

to this body of 8000 men, within fix months af-

ter they mould be demanded, four thoufand more;

of which feven hundred to be horfe or dragoons,

and each regiment of infantry to have two field

pieces of cannon,

At
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At the fame time his Majefty propofed to re- A. D.

new the treaties with Bavaria and Saxony. But

the connections of thefe two houfes with France, and Saxo-

though no bar to their receiving a fubfidy from " y
(

r

.!

f" (e

Great Britain in time of peace, would not let them

hearken to any renewal, at the eve of a war ith

that crown. However Rufiia accepted of fubfi- Treaty
...:»u i).

diary overtures for a large body of troops, which,

though not carried into the form of a treaty, be-

fore his Majefty left Hanover, may be properly

noted in this place, That the Emprefs of Rufiia

mould hold in readinefs in Livonia, and upon the

frontiers of Lithuania, a body of forty thoufand

infantry, with the necefiary artillery, and 15,000

cavalry : And alio on the coaft of the faid pro-

vince, 40 or 50 galleys with the necefiary crews

;

to be ready to act, upon the fir ft order, in his

Majefty's fervice, in cafe his Majefty's dominions

in Germany fhould be invaded on account of the

interefts or difputes, which regard his kingdoms

:

But that neither thefe troops nor gallies were to

be put in motion unlefs his Britannic Majefty, or

his allies, mould be fomewhere attacked. This

treaty was to exift four years, from the exchange of

the ratifications. But it was unluckily inferted*

in the feventh article, That confidering the proxi-

mity of the countries wherein the diverfion in

queftion will probably be made, and the facility

her troops will probably have of fubfifting imme-

diately in an enemy's country, fhe takes upon

herfelf alone, during luch a diverfion, the fub-

fiftence and treatment of the faid troops, by fea

K 4 and
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and land. And in the eleventh article it was fur-

ther ftipulated, That all the plunder, which the

Ruffian army might take from the enemy, mould

belong to them.

Operations The operations of the French on the banks
or the

.

French on of the Ohio had been carried on, all the winter,

continued. w *tn Sreat diligence and activity ; and with power-

ful reinforcements from Old France : For, by ad-

vice dated the 2d of January 1755, from Phila-

delphia, it was notified, That about 6000 men of

the ben: troops of France, felecled and fent over

upon this particular fervice, were juft arrived at the

lower fort on the Ohio, and were employed, even

in that rigorous feafon, in fortifying that country.

Thofe troops were fent by the way of Quebec,

and from thence were feen, by the Indian traders,

to crofs the lakes Ofwego and Erie, in a prodi-

gious number of battoes, of which the feveral go-

vernors received notice.

Notwithstanding this the afiemtyy of Penfylva-

riia continued as obftinate as ever, there being no

probability of their granting any money towards

the expence of the neceffary armaments in this

time of danger •, although they were to adjourn

within two days. The governor reprefented, in

the ftrongeft terms, the defencelefs ftate of their

province, and recommended the eftablifhment of

a regular militia •, but to no purpofe.

It was alfo obferved, that the activity of the

French, in the depth of winter, was a convincing

proof, that they were forming fome grand de-

fign in regard to that continent ; and that it

feemed
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feemed probable, their firft attack would be upon A « D.

Penfylvania, as being in the center, and not only

the moft plentiful, but the molt defencelefs and

unweildy of all his Majefty's colonies : And,

having once got footing there, they might iflue

forth upon the colonies on each fide ; which

had not a fingle regiment from Europe to defend

them.

Accordingly we find, that the French made

fuch good ufe of the time, we remained inactive,

that in the beginning of the year 1755, they had

advanced with their camps and forts within 225

miles of Philadelphia.

This account, without any profpect of meafures

to put a (lop to the encroachments of our ene-

mies, filled every lover of his country with dire

forebodings for the fafety of their American bre-

thren : When the nation received fome glimmer-

ings of better things from the difpatches of Ad-
miral Bofcawen, who by letters dated ofFLouif-

bourg, on the 22d of June 1755, informed the

miniftry, That on the tenth of that month, the The Al-

Alcide, a French man of war of 64 guns, and ^
e

s taken.

480 men, commanded by M. Hockquart, and the

Lys, commanded by M. Lageril, pierced for fixty-

four guns, but mounting only 22, and having

eight companies of land forces on board, being

feparated from the French fquadron commanded

by M. Bois de la Mothe, fell in with the Englifh

fleet off the banks of Newfoundland, they re-

fufing to pay the ufual compliment to the Britifh

flag i and, that his Majefty's fhips, the Dunkirk

and
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A- D. and Defiance, after an engagement of five hours,
l7S5

' in which they fought fo dofe, that a man killed

on the yard of a French man of war fell into the

Dunkirk, had obliged them to ftrike, and brought

them into the fleet. The Dunkirk loft o men.

TheLys had on board 76,0001. Aiding in money

to pay their troops, and eight companies of fol-

Admiral diers, befides feveral general officers and engi-

joinecTby neers. He alfo gave advice, that he had been
Adm.Hol- joined by Rear-Admiral Holbourne, with whom
bourne. J J

he failed, the fame day, within a mile of Louif-

bourg harbour : where feeing four large mips and

two frigates lately arrived from Europe, under

the command of M. du Perrier, he ftationed Rear-

Admiral Holbourne off that harbour with five or

fix mips, and proceeded to his own rendezvous,

being the beft adapted for preventing M. de la

Mothe's fquadron getting into the gulph of St.

Lawrence, had not the fogs and hard gales of

wind difappointed him, and carried them fafe to

Quebec, the place of their deftination.

Immediately upon this, though much beneath

the fanguine expectations conceived of the prowefs

and ftrength of Mr. Bofcawen and his fleet, the

fpirit of the nation revived, and the French Am-
bafTador, the Duke of Mirepoix, was ordered to

Mirepoix depart the kingdom in twenty-four hours ; and

without accordingly he fet out for his own country betimes

ceremony.
jn tne morning of the 24th of July, to avoid the

infults of the mob.

The expedition againft the French in Nova Sco-

tia, which by his Majefty's command, had been con-

certed
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certed between Governor Lawrence and Governor A. D.

Shirley, was carried into execution, with the aid of ,755 *

2000 New Englandmen, and had its defired ef-
tTo™

f

?n~

feci:. For by a letter ' from Lieutenant-Gover- Nova Sc°-

T . r tia.

nor Lawrence, our government were informed,

that the French fort of Beaufejour furrendered to

Lieutenant-Colonel Monkton, by captitulation,

after four days bombardment, b?fore his Majefty's

forces had mounted a fingle cannon upon their

batteries, though that fort had twenty-fix cannon Several

well mounted. The fame fate befel a fmall fort SSS.*
6*

upon the river Gafpereau, running into the bay

Verte, where the French had their principal ma-
gazine for fupplying the French inhabitants, and

Indians with provifions, arms and ftores of all

kinds.—He proceeds, and fays, " At Colonel

" Monkton's firft arrival the French had a large

" number of inhabitants and Indians, four hun-
" dred and fifty of which were ported at a block-

" houfe, which they had on their fide of the river

" Mefiaguam, to defend the pafs of that river

:

" Here they had thrown up a ftrong breaft-work

*' of timber, for covering their men, and had
«* cannon mounted on the block-houfe. At this

u place they made a (land for about an hour, but

" were forced by our troops, with fome lofs,

*' leaving the block-houfe and the pafs of the

" river, clear for our people, who marched with-

" out further interruption, to the ground intended.

" for their encampment. As we had not men

* Dated June 28, 1755, at Hallifax in Nova Scotia.

" enough
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A. D. " enough to invert the fort intirely, feveral got
J 755- « away . ancj when the fort furrendered, there re-

" mained 150 regulars, and about 300 inhabitants,

" feveral of which, with their officers, were wound-
" ed. We do not yet exactly know the number

? that were killed in the fort •, but we believe their

" lofs has not been trifling, as feveral laid half

*' buried upon the parade. Colonel Monkton has

cc new-named the fort, and called it Fort Cum-
" berland."

By this means Colonel Monkton difarmed fifteen

thoufand Acadians. And in the mean time Captain

Rous, being ordered to attack the fort, the French

had lately erected at the mouth of St. John's ri-

ver, the enemy abandoned it, at the appearance

of his fmall fquadron : having burfted their can-

non, blown up their magazine, and all the works

they had raifed, as much as time would permit

them to do.

By means This fuccefs was greatly owing to a vigorous re-

Enia^d* f°luti°n taken, in the beginning of this year, by

refoiu- the afiembly of Maifachufet's bay in New Eng-

land ; which had prohibited all correfpondence

with the French at Louifbourg, and, befides the

large detachment of troops fent under the command
of Lieutenant-Colonel Monkton, above-mentioned,

had fitted out three frigates and a (loop, under the

command of Captain Rous, to favour their opera-

tions, by covering the coaft. .

While the New Englandmen afllfled in the re-

duction of Nova Scotia or Acadia, which was ef-

fected with the lofs of only twenty men killed,

and

tions.
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and about the fame number wounded, the Virgi- A. D.
I 7 C C

nians built a fort, likewife called Fort Cumber- '-*'.'

land, and formed a camp at Will's Creek, in or- berlaod

der to attack the French on the Ohio. Which b
1

ll, ' t
.

by
-

the Virgi-

promifed fuccefs, had this provincial meafure been mans,

effectually backed by Major-General Braddock,

and his two regiments of regulars from Ireland. £jen f;al .

This little army landed fafe in Virginia before the and his

i r t-< i
troops land.

end or February. inVngi-

As foon as he pofTibly could, the general fum- ma -

moned the feveral governors on that continent to Summons

meet him at /Alexandria in Virginia, to confult

upon the bufinefs of the approaching campaign.

In which convention, after much debating, it was

agreed, That for the prefervation of Ofwego, and

reduction of Niagara, Shirley's and Peperel's regi-

ments fhould march to Lake Ontario ; on which

lake one or more armed veffels, of about 6o tons

each, mould be built to command that lake: And
Mr. Shirley was charged with the execution of this

part of the fervice. General Braddock undertook Refo'm.

their next refolution, which was to attack Fort tlons *

Du Quefne : And General Johnfon was ordered to

invert Crown Point with the provincial troops.

Thefe refolutions and plans were commend-

able : But how far they anfwered in the execution

of each, is matter of the greater! aitonifhment and

concern.

Mr. Braddock had neither provifions nor car-

riages for a march of fo confiderable a length,

which was greatly increafed and cmbarrafTed by

his orders to take the rout of Will's Creek •, which

road,
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A. D. road, as it was the worft provided with provifions,
,755 ' more troublefome and hazardous, and much more

fures^uV- about, than by the way of Penfylvania ; and the

fued in his
\on„ delay occafioned by the contractors for the

operations. ° '

army, who had neither provided a fufficient quan-

tity of provifions for the troops, nor a competent

number of carriages for the army, overturned

the expedition. Mr. Braddock mould certainly

have landed in Penfylvania : And the contract for

fupplying his troops would have been beft made

with fome of the principal planters of that pro-

vince, who, both in regard to convenience in car-

riage, and in plenty of provifions, could have

performed their engagements with more eafe and

punctuality. For, fuch is the attention of the

Virginians towards their ftaple trade of tobacco,

that they fcarce raife as much corn, as is neceffary

for their own fubfiftence j and their country being

well provided with water-carriage in great rivers,

an army which requires a large fupply of wheel-

carriages and beafts of burden, could not expect

to be furnifhed with them in a place, where they

are not in general ufe. But Penfylvania abounds

with corn, and with mod forts of provifions, and

its inhabitants carry on moll of their bufinefs with

carts, waggons and horfes. Befides, had he en-

camped near Franc's town, or fomewhere upon

the fouth-weft borders of this province, his road

to Fort Du Quefne would have been as practicable,

and fifty miles nearer than from his camp at Will's

Creek. This is not mere lpeculation, but what

is ftrongly confirmed by facts, and from the

feafon-
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feafonable and generous afiiftance of fome gentle- A - 1>-

men in Penfylvania, who at laft were applied to,
I755 *

and did make up the deficiency of the Virginian

contractors, without which it was not poflible for

the army to proceed.

It has alfo been hinted, that much of the difap- His con-

pointment in this expedition was owing to the ge- e(J.

am"

neral himfelf, in point of conduct. The plan was

laid, and his inftructions fettled, in fuch a manner,

as to put him always upon his guard againft ambut-

cades,which were to be expected in a march through

woods, deferts and morafies. But this gentleman,

placing all his fuccefs upon the fingle point of

courage and difcipline, behaved in that haughty,

pofitive and referved way, that he foon difgufted

the people, over whom he was to command.

His foldiers could not relifh his extreme feverity in

matters of difcipline : And, not confidering the

nature of an American battle, he fhewed fuch

contempt towards the provincial forces, becaufe

they could not go through their exercife, with the

fame dexterity and regularity, as a regiment of

guards in Hyde-Park, that he drew upon himfelf

their general refentment.

Give this general his due, it is certain that his The dif-

fervice was attended with many unforefeen and
Jj

C
j
lt,es

f

hc

unconceivable difficulties. He was obliged to mount,

march his army through a rugged, pathlefs and

unknown country, acrofs the Allegheny moun-

tains, through unfrequented woods and dangerous

defiles, rendered more dangerous by almoft every

thing he had to do with the provinces, as more

partial -
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A. D. particularly appears in his letters to the Britifli

755 ' miniftry, complaining of the neglect and difaffec-

tion of all employed to fupply neceflaries for the

troops, and fetting forth the continual labour and

fatigue of his foldiers to cut out roads acrofs

mountains and rocks of an exceffive heighth>

fteep, and divided by rivers and torrents.

Put all thefe together, what was extraordinary

in his conduct, and what was extraordinary in the

way of the fervice, there could be formed no

good idea of the iffue of fuch an untoward expe-

dition*

His march He arrived fafe, and without any manifeft de-

tack^of
1" creafe °f ms ftrength, at Fort Cumberland, and

Fort du being informed that the French, at Fort du Qiiefne,

lately built on the river, near the conflux of the

Monangahela, were expecting a reinforcement of

500 regular troops, which, as it required all the

expedition he could prudently make, to prevent

fuch an increafe of flrength in the enemy, deter-

mined him to pulh forward by forced marches.

But the impetuofity of his temper kept him from

paying that due regard to the reprefentations of his

officers, and to the hazard of entering woods and

thickets without reconnoitring the enemy, which

proved his ruin.

Leaves his The general marched from Fort Cumberland

&c

gg
a

a

t

g
Fort on the 10th of June 1755, with 1400 men, and

f
UT

(\

h
with

^e greate ft Part °f tne ammunition and artillery;

orders to having, for greater difpatch, left Colonel Dunbar,

with 800 men, to efcort the provifions, (lores and

baggage, with as much expedition, as the nature

1 of
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of the fervice would allow. Thus Braddock with A D.
ten pieces of cannon, and neceflary provifions and

I755 *

ammunition, marched without delay or fear of
danger through the woody defert: and arrived on
the 8th of July, within ten miles of Fort- du
Quefne

; without meeting any oppofition.

He was now 40 miles encamped a-head of his
corps of referve, under Colonel Dunbar, and muft
expetf: all the ftratagems and force of an infidious

enemy
; which was expreffed to him in the ftrong-

eft terms, efpecially by his Colonel Sir Peter
Halklet, who earneftly defired him to proceed
with caution on fuch hoftile and dangerous ground,
and to order the Indians, to reconnoitre, by way
of fcouts or advanced guards, in cafe of an am-
buicade, for which that country was fo well adapt-
ed. But, as if courage could do the whole work Re

j
eas,of a foldier, the general paid no regard to their and is ^eaf

wholefome and feafonable advice. He command- JL?
ad"

ed his men to refume their march next day,
without endeavouring to inform himfelf of the
fituation or difpofition of the enemy, and without
detaching fcouts to preferve him from the furprize
of ambufcades, though furrounded with woods. So i8furPri*ed
that, having proceeded with this unpardonable j"

a " am *

carelefsnefs through a defile of the enemy, fo art-

fully concealed behind the trees and bufhes, that
not a man of them could be feen, his little army,
about noon, was furprized by a general fire upon
his front, and along his left flank : which ob- fa fntd
ligcd the van-guard to fall back immediately upon conf"^^
the main body

; and in an inftant a panic and con-
VoL

'
l L fufion

4
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A- D. fufion feized the regulars : who difgufted with
I755

'

their commander, could not be prevailed upon,

.outcd. either by promifes, intreaties or commands to

keep their ground : yet fome of the officers did

honour to their country by their gallant behaviour

under fuch defperate circumftances. A few re-

mained by their general's perfon. But moft of

thofe brave officers and men, that flood till the

lafl, remained only to be facrificed to the gene-

ral's further mifcondudt. For, inftead of order-

ing a retreat, when he found his men flying with

precipitation, till he could fcour the avenues lined

by the enemy, with grape mot, from ten pieces

of cannon, he had with him ; or ordering the

Indians to advance, in flanking parties, againft

the hidden enemy ; he obftinately continued upon

the fpot, where he firft received their fire, till he

was almoft left alone, with his officers and men

killed about him -, his obftinacy increafing with

the danger. At laft, having had five horfes fhot

under him, a mufket fhot, through his right arm

Killed. and lungs, gave him a mortal wound. He was

carried off the field by the bravery of Lieutenant

Colonel Gage, and another of his officers ; but

furvived only four days.

The confufion of the few that remained was

now turned into a real and diforderly flight ; and

though not purfued, and no enemy in fight, they

Baggage, deferted and left all their artillery, ammunition

and baggage, and amongft the reft the general's

cabinet, a prey to the enemy ; in which the

French found all Braddock*s letters and inftruc-i

tions,

&C. loll
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tions, made ufe of afterwards by their miniftry in A. D.

printed memorials and manifeftoes, to throw the
1755 '

breach of peace upon Great Britain.

It is but juftice due to the behaviour of the Behaviour

Provincial troops, under Braddock, in thisaftion, °-^J
v°"

to obferve, That they were not fo affecled with trooV*'

the panic, as the regulars ; though the enemy's
fire fell as heavy upon them, as upon any of the

reft of the army : And, that when the regulars

could not be prevailed upon to Hand their ground,

nor to fight with brakes and bullies lined with un-
feen deftruction, the Provincials bravely formed,
offered to cover the fugitives, and, by advancing

alone againft the Indians in the wood, prevented
the regulars from being all cut off.

The panic of thofe that fled infected them with
fuch terrors, that they never ftopt till they met the

rear divifion : which receiving the infection, they
all retreated without flopping, till they arrived at

Fort Cumberland : Though the enemy never at-

tempted to purfue, or ever appeared in fight, ei-

ther in the battle, or after the defeat.

The lofs of the Englifh in this unfortunate The loft

affair, amounted to 700 men, befides the bao--
ol men on

gage, artillery, &c. The officers fuffered moft
'

in proportion ; the Indians being good marks-
men had picked them out. Sir Peter Halklet,
at the head of his regiment, fell at the firft fire.

The French will allow that they loft no more than
•400 men, moftly Indians.

Thus ended this tragical expedition, whofe bad Badeffca*.
con Sequences to the Bfitifti intereft were rendered

L 2 worfe
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A. D. worfe by increafing the fpirit and activity of our
755 ' enemies, and confirming the Indians in the intereft

of their new allies. Befides, the Indians, in the

Britifh intereft, defpifed us for not being able to

protect ourfelves : and fuch an univerfal panic

feized on all our colonies, that they feemed, for

fome time, to give up all for loft. .

At home great pains was taken by the public to

fix the caufe of this misfortune. Some caft the

whole blame upon the general •, others were as

who ianguine againft the miniftry. But a little im-
' partiality and cool attention, will difcover both

the general and miniftry faulty. The capital mif-

take was his orders to land in Virginia inftead

of Penfylvania, for the reafons already given.

Then his march would have been fhortned fix

weeks and performed with lefs fatigue and expence.

His obftinacy, feverity and inattention to the ad-

vice of his officers, &c. his contemptuous beha-

viour towards the provincials, and his neglect to

reconnoitre the enemy, and to make a proper

difpofition and ufe of his artillery on the day of

action, fell heavy upon Braddock.

Dunbar Nothing now could prevent the outrages and

bfck Lttie- encroachments of the Indians and French on the

meny ex- back of Virginia, Maryland and Penfylvania, ex-

cept a refpectable garrifon left at Fort Cumberland,

well fortified : which ought to have been done by

the remains of Braddock's army : who might

have fortified themielves againft any furprize, dur-

ing the reft of the fummer, and, in the winter,

would have been a furfkient check upon the French

and
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and their fcalping Indians. Bur, inftead of fo A
-
Im-

prudent a mealure, the commander in chief left

only the fick and wounded, under the care of two

companies of provincial militia, at Fort Cumber-

land, and, with 1600 men, marched on the 2d of Retires

Auguft, for Philadelphia, where their prefence, at 1600 men

that time, could be of no fervioe. General Shirley, ^ j|- a

a "

upon whom, by the death of Braddock, the chief

command in America devolved, ordered thefe Is o><'ei-ed

troops from Philadelphia to Albany, in New York.

This is the expedition and battle, upon which Thc
,

.
French

the French court laid that ftrefsj as to fix upon mcke this

Great Britain the odium of beginning the war.
o^hoiliiTty

Which invention to reproach our miniltry with b
,

etw

giving Braddock inftrudions, inconfiit.ent with tions.

their declaration to the French ambaiTador, deny-

ing that Braddock had orders to act holiilely, or

invalively ; of all the inftanees of French in-

genuity, and of abufive groundlefs declamation,

with which they have endeavoured to inodiate

our nation to all Europe, there is not a more flag-

rant, or a more eafily refutable one.

To lay no worfe, the French difcovered a (Irong Refuted,

and immediate inclination to attack our American

Provinces ; had built forts, and formed camps

upon territories, from which they were excluded

by treaty, and had very lately attacked and de-

feated a body of Virginians, guarding their own

frontiers, and demolished their fort. The Pro-

vinces apply to their mother country for relief and

defence. Braddock is fent with a fmall force to

their afliftance, and with inltruclions how to be-

L 3
have,
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A. D. have, and to purfue incidentally the advantages

of war, or to oppofe force to force, fhould the

French perfift in their unjuftifiable extenfion -of the

country, they called Canada, upon the fame mo-

tive of felf-intereft, as they had endeavoured to

contract Acadia. Such a declaration, therefore,

made to the French ambaffador at London, that

the deftination of the forces fent- to the fuccour

of our oppreffed, threatned and defencelefs colo-

nies, in North America, had nothing in it, but

what was . literally and rigoroufly true, both in

fact and inference, was purely pacific •, for no-

thing is more univerfally allowed, than that a pre-

paration for defence and offence, is the mod fure

expedient towards preferring and reftoring public

peace. That Braddock then fhould be furnifhed

eventually, both with defenfive and offenfive in-

flructions, with plans of operation adapted to

contingencies, was plainly matter in courfe of his

expedition, and of which the French could not

have the leaft reaibn to complain, unlefs they

would ingrofs to themfelves an exclufive right to

invade their neighbours, or fuppofe us meek, or

paffive enough not to refent their hoftilities, when

they had dared us by their encroachments and for-

cible entry, to defend our pofTeffions. In this,

fair and obvious fenfe, what contradiction, what

prevarication, can be laid to the charge of the

Englifh government, (whilft th.7 openly fent that

reinforcement to their colonies, which the pro-

ceedings of the French themfelves had made an

imiifpeniible meafure) for their vouchfafing an

aifuranee
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afifurance and declaration of pacific intentions ? A. D.

Was this, by any conftruction, other, or more,
*

than telling them, that nothing on our part was

intended to break the general peace, fhould the

French defifi: from provocations, and from giving

us reafon to fupport our rights by arms, or to

exact fatisfaction for future injuries ? That Brad-

dock then was equipped with all the inductions

neceffary for the moft determinate war, is not in

the Ieaft repugnant to the moft fincere profefiions

of wifhing and meaning nothing but peace. As

a man, who puts on a fword, may for all that,

defire nothing fo much, as not to be compelled to

draw it, or to make ufe of his fencing matter's

inflructions.

What is (till more furprizing, though Virginia, Difllntions

Maryland and Penfylvania, were by thefe means '"^Jf.?^

left entirely deftitute of all protection, from their t'mue.

hoftile enemies behind them, the ufual difputes

between their governors, aflemblies, &c. got the

better of their reafon, and fo divided their coun-

cils, that they came to no effectual refolutions for

the public fafety. It is true Penfylvania was at lafl

excited to vote 50,000 1. for the defence of their

weflern frontier \ but this trifling fum was ren-

dered abortive by the governor pofitively refufing

to give his alTent to the act of the affembly for

raifing that fum ; becaufe they had rated the pro-

prietaries eflate equal with thofe of the inhabi-

tants. By which mifcarriage the province was Their

left defencelefs, to the deftruction of many of the effeas'

poor fettlers upon the weflern frontier. Befides

L 4 fach
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A. D. fuch inactivity and neglect of their own pofTeflions

,755- imprefled the Indians with a very contemptible

opinion of the Englifh, and made them either

efteem, or fear, the French invaders k
.

Condua The people in New York acted more for their

of New own ancj tne common intereft. Their affembly
York. ...

laid a prohibition upon all provifions being fent

to any port, fettlement or ifland belonging to the

French, on, or adjacent to, the continent of North

America : and voted 45,000 1. for the defence of

their colony, expofed molt of any other to an in-

vafion of the French, from Crown Point. With

this little fupply, and the afiiftance of other colo-

nies to the eaft of them, together with the fmall

body of troops, ordered thither by General Shirley

from Peniylvania, under Colonel Dunbar, it was

Twoexpe- refolved, as the belt way to keep the enemy from

pofed.

8 *""
" invading their province, to undertake the two

expeditions, one againit the French fort, at Crown

Point, the other againft Niagara, between the

lakes Ontario and Erie, as had before been con-

certed with General Braddock at Alexandria.

By whom The expedition againft Crown Point was corn-

command- niitted to the care of colonel, afterwards General
ed.

Johnfon, an Irilhman by birth, but an old inha-

bitant in the weftern parts of New York. He
had fettled on the Mohock river, and not only

,

acquired a confiderable eftate, but was univerfally

beloved both by the inhabitants and the neigh-

bouring Indians : whofe language he had learnt,

k See the Indian fpeech, p. 112, 113.

and
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and whofe affections he had gained by his faithful A.D.

and humane behaviour towards them. General 755 *

Shirley took upon himfelf the command of the

expedition againft Niagara.

Albany was appointed for the rendezvous of the Carried

c t i i- • i-i • i • i
intocxeca-

troops tor both expeditions : which arrived in good uon.

time, towards the end of June. This army con-

fifted of near 6ooo men, befides Indians, raifed

by the government of Bofton, Connecticut, New-
Hamplhire, Rhode Ifland and New York, and

foon after marched forward, about 6o miles from

Albany, under the command of Major- General

Lyman. But the artillery, battoes, provifions,

and other neceffaries for the attempt upon Crown

Point, were not got ready till the 8th of Auguft,

when General Johnfon fet out with them for Lake

George, where he met and joined his army ; that General

had been employed to build a fort at the landing
an-ive-Tat

place, on the eaft fide of Hudfon's river, called ^ake
1

.
George.

Fort Edward. He marched fourteen miles more

northerly, and encamped at the fouth end of Lake

George, alias Sacrament, in a very (Irong fituation,

covered on each fide by a thick woody fwamp,

with the lake in his rear, and by a breaft work

of trees in front •, to wait for his battoes, and then

to proceed to Ticondaroga, diftant fifteen miles

from Crown Point, which the French called Fort

Frederick.

The Baron de Diefkau, who arrived at Que- The in-

bec in the fpring with Monf. de Vaudreuil, and ^
u

f£
ns

troops to defend Canada, had inftruelions to make Baron <ie

. *. . Ditfkuu.

his firft attack upon Oiwego, and to reduce it •,

which
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A. D. which the French court thought to be of Angular
I755

' confequence for facilitating their grand fcheme of

forcing a way through our colonies to the great

weftern ocean. According to thefe inftructions

the Baron, without delay, proceeded to Montreal,

and detached 700 troops up the river, intending

himfelf to follow and join them with the remain-

der. But in this interval the Indians alarmed the

inhabitants of Montreal with an account of a nu-

merous army aiTembling near Lake Sacrament,

alias Lake George, for the reduction of Fort

Frederick ; from whence the victors might eafily

Why lie penetrate into the heart of Canada. This advice

departed occafioned a grand council, by which the Baron
from them. °

.

- J

"was prevailed upon, with great difficulty, to fuf-

pend his firft intention, as directed by his inftruc-

tions, againft Ofwego, and to proceed directly

through Lake Champlain, for the defence of Fort

Frederick. Where he waited fome time, expect-

ing that General Johnfon would advance and give

him battle. But being difappointed of his ex-

pectations, he embarked his men in battoes, and

landed at the South Bay, about fixteen miles from

Johnfon's camp, intending firfl: to reduce Fort Ed-

ward at the carrying place, and then to proceed

and attack the Englifh camp under General John-

ion •, and refolving, if he ihould fucceed in both

attempts, to lay wafte all our northern colonies,

burn the towns of Albany and Shencctady to

allies, and-fo to cut off all communication with

Ofwego.._....

This
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This embarkation from Fort Frederick landed A. D.

without oppofition, or the lead difcovery. But, 175S *

when they were advanced fome miles from the

Ihore, the fcouts brought General Johnfon intel-

ligence, that a confiderable number ' of the ene- Reinforce-

my were on their march from Ticondaroga m
, by Ufj^

1*

way of the South Bay, towards that fortified camp, Edward,

fince called Fort Edward, built and garrifoned,

with upwards of 400 of the New Hampfhire and

New York men, by General Lyman at the Carry-

ing Place, Colonel Johnfon gave notice thereof

to Colonel Blanchard, the commander, with orders

to call in all his out parties, and to keep his whole

force within the entrenchments. He was further

informed by his fcouts, about 12 o'clock at night,

that they had feen the enemy, about four miles

only from the camp at the Carrying Place; but

he took no meafures for the fupport of Colonel

Blanchard, till next morning" •, though he perfect-

ly knew the importance of that camp's defence,

for the fafety of his whole army. Early in the

morning General Johnfon called a council, in

which it was refolved to detach only 1000 men,

with a number of Indians, to intercept the enemy

in their retreat, either as victors, or defeated in

their attempt : though they had no account of the

1 It was found, on their defeat, that they confirmed of 2000

men, including 200 grenadiers, Sco Canadians, the reft In- -

dians of divers nations.

In Situated on the Ifihmus, between the north end of Lake

George, and the for.thern part of Lake Champlain.

-"' On the 3th of September.

number
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A. D. number or ftrength of the enemy •, neither could
75i * they get any certainty thereof, from the Indian

fcouts •, becaufe thofe favages have no diftincl:

words or figns, whereby to exprefs large numbers,

otherwife than pointing to the ftars in the firma-

ment, or to the hair of their head, which fome-

times may denote 10,000, when at another, time*

it may fignify not more than 1000, or an inferior

number.

According to this refolution, Colonel Williams

marched between eight and nine o'clock in the

morning with 1000 men, and 200 Indians. Bur,

the French general trufting to the information of

deferters from General Johnfon'b camp, that it

was in want of cannon, and in a defencelefs ftate,

which made it more expofed and much eafier to

be furprized than Fort Edward, where feveral

pieces of cannon were mounted ; he was prevailed

upon by the common voice of his troops (when

he was within four miles and a half from Fort

Edward, the firft object of this expedition) to pro-

ceed to the attack of the camp, which he expected

to be without cannon, and without lines and bread-

work.

Though this alteration in the enemy's rout, did

in all probability lave Fort Edward; it had like

to have cut off the whole detachment, under Co-

lonel Williams. For, Williams had not marched

two hours, before his detachment fell into the

The de-
very mout-hs of the French. However, the co-

tachment Jonel behaved with great gallantry and prudence,

and maintained his ground for a confiJerable

time,
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time, till obliged by numbers to fall back. Here- A. D.

upon began fome confufion : feveral companies 175S "

fled, and made the beft of their way to the camp -

t

which had been already alarmed, at firft, by their

firing in the fkirmifh, and more effectually by the

fugitives. So that the general detached Lieutenant-

Colonel Cole with 300 freih men, who came time

enough to ftop the enemy's purfuit, and to cover

the retreat of the Englifh, who othervvife might

have been entirely cut off. This alarm gave

Johnfon time to ftrengthen his front with heavy

cannon, to take poiTeflion of fome eminencies on

his left flank, and to fix a field piece in a very ad-

vantageous fituation.

The French, fiufhed with this advantage, pufli- French at-

ed forwards in a very regular order towards the
x

™\ S„!~
center ; and had they attacked the camp, which fon'scamp.

was then all in confufion, it is probable, they

might have fucceeded and obtained an eafy victory.

But Providence had ordained better things for us

:

The enemy, without any apparent realbn, inftead

of attacking the breaft-work directly, halted at

about 150 yards from the camp, and began the

attack at fuch a difrance with platoon-firing, that

it did no execution againft troops covered by a

flrong breaft-work ; and this ineffectual fire lb

raifed the fpirits of the Englilh forces, that, hav-

ing prepared their artillery, during the time the

enemy halted, (which was ferved well under the

direction of Captain Eyre) they foon difperfed the

Indians and Canadians, by a brifk difcharge of

grape (hot, who fled into the woods on each fide

the
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A. D. the camp, and fought for defence amongfl the trees
* 755 ' and bufhes, where they hid themfelves.

Deferted The French, deferted by the Indians and Cana-

dfansand" dians, indead of retreating, as prudence directed,

Canadians. fe j] jnt0 another error. Their general, not able

with his fmall number of regulars to make a clofe

attack upon the front of the camp, which he,

contrary to his intelligence, found well fortified

and lined with cannon, attempted in vain to pe-

netrate the bread-work, firft en the left, and then

on the right. Thefe feveral attempts ferved only

to weaken and difpirit his men, who differed

greatly by the fire from the camp : and they being

Repuifed at lad thrown into confufion, General Johnfon's

ed. men, and his Indians, about four o'clock °, without

waiting for orders, jumped over their bread- work,

attacked the enemy on all fides, killed between

7 and 800 p
, took 30 prifoners, and difperfed

thofe, that were able to fly, with the utmofl fpeed.

Their Ge- Amongd the prifoners was their General, the very

keni>
Baron Diefkau, who failed with the fleet from

Bred, and efcaped Admiral Bofcawen, under fa-

vour of thick fogs and hard gales of wind, in

his voyage to Quebec. He was found alone,

dangeroufly wounded, and fupporting himfelf on

the dump of a tree, a little didance from the

field of battle. The lofs on our fide chiefly fell

* On the 8th of September, 1755.'

p Amongft whom was Monf. St. Pierre, who commanded

all the Indians, and the moll ufeful officer the French had in

all their expeditions in thofe parts, and in their treaties with

the Indian natives.

upca
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upon Colonel Williams's detachment. In which A. D.

fkirmifh we loft almoft 200 men killed : amonsft I755 "

whom was Colonel Williams, Major Afhley, fix ^°
r

f
VJ"

captains, and many fubalterns. In the camp the

lofs was very frnall, and no perfon of distinction

fell but Colonel Titcomb, who was killed. The

General and Major Nichols were wounded. Our

Indians mourned for the death of the brave old

Hendrick our fall friend, the Sachem or chief

captain of the Mohocks q
. They alfo loft forty-

private men.

The commander at Fort Edward, getting in- Detach-

formation of the attack, which had been intended JJJ/j™"
againft himfelf, being turned and fallen upon ward.

General Johnfon's camp, detached, about eight

o'clock at night, 120 of the New Hampfhire re-

giment, and 90 of the New York regiment, un-

der the command of Captain M'Ginnes, from

his garrifon to reinforce the general. But the

Indians and Canadians, which had efcaped from

the (laughter of the French army in the morning,

having collected themfelves into a body of about

400, and rendezvoufed at the place where Williams

was defeated, in order to fcalp the dead left on

that fpot, intercepted this detachment about four
Interce t

in the morning. Our brave men, fays General ed by the

Johnfon, in his letter to Governor Wentworth, roy.

fought them for near two hours, and made a con-

"J The other Indians, upon the approach of the French,

retired from the camp, and did not join General Johnibn till

the battle was over ; which ftiews, that they were determined

to join the conqueror, French or Englifn.

fiderable
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A. D. fiderable Haughter amongft them, and extricated

' themfelves with the lofs of no more than two kill-
Defeat the , .

enemy. ed, eleven wounded and five milling. Amongft the

wounded was Captain M'Ginnes, whofe wounds

proved mortal ; of which he died in a few days

at General Johnfon's camp, whereunto he con-

dueled his party.

M. Dief- Monf. le Baron de Diefkau, the French gene-
fcau s cha-

_

c-'

rafter. ral, was wounded in his leg, and through both

his hips ; a man in years, an experienced officer,

and a perfon of high confideration in France. He
brought 3 171 regular troops under his command,

to Quebec, in the late fleet ; and had difpofed of

them partly to garrifon Crown Point, and partly

in encampments at Ticondaroga, and other ad-

vantageous paffes between Lake George and

Crown Point.

General The fki rrnifn Captain M'Ginnes had with the re-
Johnion s .

*

conduft. mains of the French army, and the certain account

Gen. Johnfon had from Diefkau and the officers, in

his cuftody, of the numberof regular troops encamp-

ed between him and Crown Point, put him greatly

upon his guard againft a furprize, and to pro-

vide the beft in his power againft a more defperate

attack. This determined him not to purfue the

fugitives, beyond the probability of a fafe retreat.

The enemy, he was convinced, were in a difpofition

to rally, and had reinforcements near at hand :

therefore he was watchful to maintain the advan-

tages he had gained, without weakening himfelf

by detaching parties in purfuit of an enemy, whom

it might be dangerous to meet : and for feveral days,

2 till
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till he was thoroughly convinced by his fcouts, A. D.

that there appeared no intentions of the enemy
I755 *

to give him further trouble, he kept his men con-

ftantly upon their arms by day, half the whole

upon guard by night, and the reft laid down arm-

ed and accoutred.

Fruitful minds have endeavoured to lefTen the Both ge-

merit of the two generals, that commanded in J*™
1

,.^
6*

chief, on this occafion. Diefkau's conduct is Firft, m.

highly arraigned for departing from his firft plan
Diefkau *

of operation, by leaving Fort Edward at the Car-

. rying Place, and attacking the main body of the

Bririfh forces encamped under the command of

General Johnfon. They fay, that the garrifon of

Fort Edward did not exceed four or 500, and that

the lofs of this fort would fo have diftrefTed the

main camp, as to prevent its proceeding further,

and its fubfiftence where it was. So that the

French might have had an opportunity to harafs

it, in its retreat. What difTuaded the French

general from his firft opinion was, a certain in-

formation that Fort Edward was well garrifoned,

and mounted feveral pieces of cannon ; of which

he was in want : That fhould he be detained be-

fore that fort, which could not be expected to

yield immediately to his fummons, its vicinity to

the main camp made him liable to be put between

two fires, of the cannon of the fort, and of the

army under General Johnfon, who would certainly

endeavour to relieve it : that the army laid expofed

in an heedlefs fecurity, without either cannon

mounted, or breaft works thrown up to prevent a

Vo l. I. M furprize

;

4
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A
-
D

- furprize • which was the real cafe three days be-

fore, when thofe deferters, that gave him the in*

formation, fled from their colours: And that it

was more agreeable to the Canadians and Indians

to engage an enemy in the woods, where they had

no cannon ; than in a fort, where their bufh-firing

could be of no fervice. Under thefe circum-

flances, the mod prudent reader will allow that

Dielkau ought to be acquitted of mifconducT,

when he engaged in that attack, which, in the

nature of things, promifed him more fure fuccefs

;

both in regard to the chance of the iffue, the incli-

nation of his whole army, and to the want of ar-

tillery, or heavy cannon to reduce the fort.

Second, As for General Johnfon, they accufe him of

Johnfon. lofing the opportunity of totally deflroying the

French army, by a too referved reftraint upon his

men, whom he would notfufferto purfue the fly-

ing enemy ; and of neglecting to improve his vic-

tory by advancing to the attack of the main object

of his expedition at Crown Point. But there is

no need of refutation or apology, more than that

general himfelf furnifhes in his letter to Governor

Wentworth •, which fhevvs plainly, that he had

reafon to expect a renewal of the attack ; that it

was dangerous to weaken his main body by de-

tachments to fcour the country -, that the pafles

to Crown Point were fo well provided with regu-

lar troops and Indians, that he would find work

enough for his ftrength, to force his way through

them, if at all, and then could not, after fo much

fatigue, and perhaps great lofs of men and am-

munition,
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munition, hope to be in a condition to reduce A. D.

Crown Point, where their chief force was lodged.
I75S *

Reafons, however they may appear to the capti-

ous, fufficiently commended by his Mujefty's par-

liament and government : And for which fervice,

the King created General Johnfon a baronet, and

the parliament voted him a prefent of 5000 1. in

reward of his merit.

General Johnfon apprehending that he had done General

all in his power, at a feafon of the year, which,-etums

very foon would prevent his keeping the field,
ome *

and having good reafon to think, before he re-

folved upon his decamping to return home, that

the enemy was in no condition to do more than

remain upon the defenfive, he made the neceflary

preparations to break up his camp, and returned

to Albany, leaving only a fmall garrifon of mili-

tia, in a little flockaded fort, at the higher end

of Lake George, to afTert the right of his Britan-

nic Majefty to the country round about.

General Shirley, who took upon himfelf the Expedition

command of the expedition againft Niagara, did Niagara.

not meet with the like approbation at the Britifh

court. His dilatory and defective preparations*

on this occafion, at his firft fetting out promifed

no great advantages to the common caufe. His General

fuccefs chiefly depended upon an early march to
conduft

5

the object of his armament. But time was con- cenfured.

fumed fo lavifhly, that his firft divifion, Colonel

Schuylar's New Jerfey regiment, did not march

from Albany till the beginning of July ; and it

was near the end of that month, before Shirley's

M 2 and
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and Pepperel's regiments followed j and then they

were fo difpirited by the news of Braddock's

ftiameful defeat, that many of the troops deferted ;

and the battoemen in particular were ftruck with

fuch a panic, that there could not be found

enough to carry the neceffary ftores for the army.

However, General Shirley fet out with his regi-

ment, and, in his way to Ofwego from Albany

endeavoured to ftrengthen his forces, by apply-

ing to the Indians of the Six Nations for their

auxiliary aid. But very few joined his army •, ex-

cufing themfelves, as a trading people, from

taking any part of the quarrel between the French

and Englilh ; and infilling that Ofwego, being a

place of trade, traffic and peace, ought not to be

difturbed by either party.

Under thefe difa^ pointments General Shirley

aruved at Ofwego r on the 18th of Auguftj but

the reft of his troops and the artillery did not get up

there before the laft day of that month ; and fo

badly provided with provifions, that it was im-

poflible for them all to proceed to Niagara. He
then refolved to draw out fix hundred men, and

with them to attack Niagara, and to leave 1400

at Ofwego, to prevent a furprize from the French

fort Frontenac, which was very powerful, and

could ealily make a defcent, a-crofs the lake On-

* About 30O miles weft from Albany, where there were

150 men in garrifon, under Captain Broadftreet, befides work-

men to be employed in building floops on the lake.

tano,
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tario, upon Ofwego 5
. But it was the 26th of A. D.

September before provifions could be provided for
l7S5 '

fo fmall a force : and to leave only twelve days

fhort fubfiftence for the troops left behind : And

the boifterous rainy feafon having begun, which

drove many of the Indians home, and made the

navigation of the lake Ontario very dangerous

;

it was by a council of war, after weighing all cir-

cumftances, unanimoufly refolved to defer the at- Refolved

tempt upon Niagara, till the next year ; and to home.""
1

employ the troops, then at Ofwego, in building

barracks, and two new forts, one on the fide of

the river Onondaga, 450 yards diftant from the

old fort, to command the entrance of the har-

bour, by the name of Ontario Fort, and the other

at the diftance of 450 yards weft of the old fort,

and to bear the name of Ofwego New Fort. Thele

were wife difpolkions againft the fuperior power of

the French Fort Frontenac, which was too ftrong

for Ofwego Fort alone. But General Shirley Leaves the

marr'd all the benefit of thofe councils, by march- ^""expof-

ing on the 24th of October to Albany, and leav- ed to the
° T J enemy.

ing no more than feven hundred men, under Co-

lonel Mercer, both to garrifon Ofwego, and to

complete the two forts, not near rimmed ; and

without any poffibility of relief in cafe of a fiegc

by the enemy in the winter.

3 Situated on the fouth bank of the lake, confining of a

ftone wall, and mounted with five cannon, three or four

pounders, and otherwife in a very bad defenceless condition,

when General Shirley arrived there.

M 3 General
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A. D. General Shirley fet out from Oiwego in a whale-

boat on the 24th of Oflober, attended by fome

sS" battoes, and arrived at Albany on the 4th of No-
fummons's vember. On the 2d of December he, by circu-
all the go- '

f

vemors to Jar letters, fummoned the feveral governors upon
'

ny
' the Continent, as far weftward as Virginia, to

meet him there, in order to form a council of

war, which, by his Majefty's inftrudlions to him,

was to confift of as many governors and field'

officers of his Majefty's troops, as could at-

tend.

This council met on the 12th, but confided of

a very few. Mr. Shirley laid before them his

Majefty's inftru&ions to General Braddock, and

then delivered his own fentiments to the board,

which were, at all events, to fecure the naviga-

tion of lake Ontario : that 6000 troops ihould be

employed to reduce the French forts on the lake,

and 10,000 againft Crown Point; to which they

agreed. There was a propofal to renew the expe-

dition againft Fort du Quefne, and to attack the

French in the river Chaudiere, but that was con

-

fented to only conditionally, provided it could be

done without interfering with the two principal

expeditions. The council then unanimoufly de-

clared it to be their opinion, that it would be im-

pofllble to recover a:id fecure his Majefty's jufl

rights without an additional number of regular

forces, befides thofe already upon that continent,

and, as the French were building vefTels of force

at Frontenac, they ordered a fnow, a brigandine

and
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and a floop to be built with all diligence at Fort A
-
D.

Ofwego.
,755,

As many paffages in the American war, which An ac-_

will come under your eye and confideration, muft North A-

lofe their proper effect, and be rendered abftrufe menct

and unlatisfactory in regard to the right, import-

ance and limits of the Britiih Empire upon the

Continent of North America, it will be neceflary

to give you ibme account of the manner Great

Britain became pofieffed of thofe territories in the

new world ; to explain their benefit to their mo-
ther country, and to defcribe the limits of the fe- .

veral provinces, and the nature of the French en-

croachments j with fome topographical remarks

on thofe particular places, which more imme-

diately come under the cognizance of this Hif-

tory.

To fix the original right to our pofiefiions in When this

North America, it is neceflary to go back to the "^s firft

age, in which the powers of Europe were firft in- dlfc°vered.

fpired with the fpirit of making difcoveries in

what was, at that time, the unknown world.

Columbus, who firft offered his fervice to our ByCoIum-

Henry the Seventh, to fail in queft of a new part
'

of the globe, being neglected in England, had

alarmed Europe with his difcoveries in the fervice

of Spain •, by which tenure only the Spaniards

hold their iflands and that vaft extent of territory,

which were, in a courfe of years and various at-

tempts, difcovered in South America, from whence

they drew fuch immenfe riches, as amazed the

whole v/orld. Two years after Cabot, a Vene-

M 4 tian
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A. D. tlan born, but fettled at Briftol, a maritime port,

75

5

* even at that time of great repute in the weftero

y a e
' parts of England, being well ikilled in cofmogra-

phy and navigation, naturally interred from the

difcoveries made by Columbus in the fouth-weft,

that there was as much probability of fuccefs in

ploughing the Atlantic Ocean towards the north-

welt, and prefented a memorial to King Henry VII.

fetting forth, that he made no doubt, but if his

Majefty would pleafe to employ him, he could

make fome ufeful difcoveries, in his name, and

find out iilands and countries, abounding with

rich commodities, no ways inferior in value to

thofe already difcovered by Columbus in the fer-

vice of the King of Spain.

King Henry VII. hearkened to the propofal,

and commifTioned John Cabot * and his three fons

to fail in quelt of unknown lands, and to annex

them to the crown of England •, with this claufe,

which before this time have been unknown to all

Chrijiians
w

. His firlt elfay, as related by Sir

Humphrey Gilbert, who was employed in the

like fervice afterwards by Queen Elizabeth, was

to difcover a north-welt paffage to Cathay or

China ; in which voyage he failed very far eaft-

ward, with a quarter of the north, on the north

fide of Terra de Labrador^ till he came into the

« See Peter Martyr Hift. Ind. Occiden. and Rapin.

u Hackluit's Voyages, vol. III. p. 4. and Rymer's Foe-

dera, A. D. 1496.

* This commiffion was dated the 5th of March, in the

i Hh year of Henry VIL

north
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north latitude of fixty-feven degrees and a half. A. D.

In his next voyage, which was made with his fon
755 "

Sebaftian, in the year 1497, he fteered to the

fouth fide of Labrador, and fell in with the Ifland

of BctccalaoSy which is Newfoundland, and took

poflefiion both of that ifland and all the coaft of

the north-eaft part of America, as far as Cape

Florida ; which he alfo, by landing in feveral parts

of it, claimed in the name of his matter the King

of England.

In memory of this difcovery, and by way of

evidence, there was a map or chart of the whole

coaft of North America, drawn by Sebaftian Cabot

himfelf, with his picture and this title, Effigies

Seb. Caboti Angli, Filii Jo. Caboti, Venetiani,

Militis Aurati, &c. and with the following ac-

count of the difcovery above-mentioned.

" In the year of our Lord 1497, John Cabot,

" a Venetian, and his fon Sebaftian (with an Eng-
41

lilh fleet) fet out from Briftol, and difcovered

" that land, which no man had before attempted.

" This tiilcovery was made on the 24th of June
M about five o'clock in the morning. This land

" he called Prima Vifta (or the firft feen) becaule

«' it was that part, of which they had the firft

** fight from the fea. It is now called Bonavifia.

" The ifland, which lies out before the land, he
*' called the Ifland of St. John, probably becaufe
<e

it was difcovered on the feftival of St. John
«' Baptift."

This map was hung up in his Majefty's privy-

gallery at Whitehall j and, it is to be feared, the

nation
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A. D. nation was deprived of fuch a valuable teftimonial

,755 " of their American title to the whole coaft of North

America, by the fire, which deftroyed that gallery

in the late King William's reign.

Authors % who confirm this account, and are

more creditable, for having lived nearer the time

this difcovery was made, write that Cabot, having

failed beyond the Cape of Labrador', till he had pafled

58 degrees, and being ftopt in the month of July

with cold and ice, turned again towards the weft,

refrefhed himfelf at Baccalaos or Newfoundland,

and afterwards failed along the coaft (of the con-

tinent) unto 38 degrees, from whence he fhaped

Extent of his courfe to return to England. By which we

are authorized to comprehend Hudibn's Bay, with

the adjacent countries and the banks of New-

foundland, under the dominion of the Britifli

crown : A territory which extends, along the fea

coaft, feventeen hundred miles, in a direct line.

But as Hudfon's Bay has not been concerned in

the prefent conteft, it will fuffice to confine this

fubject to the territory tending, from Cape Charles

on the fouth-eaft point of Terra Labrador, to Cape

Florida ; including the iflands and fifhing banks

upon that extenfive coaft ; and, by right of difco-

very, as there was no Chriftian power had any

fettlement thereon, or claim thereto, or even know-

* See Francis Lopez de Gomera, a Spaniard, in his Hiftory

of the Weft Indies, book II. c. 4.

Peter Martyr. Decad. 3. ch. 6.

Baptifta Romufius in the Preface to his 3d vol. of Naviga-

tions. And Hackluit's Voyages, vol. III.

i ledge
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ledge thereof, comprehending all the heathen pof- A. D.

feffions and immenfe wildernefifes, to the utmoft 17^'

extent of that continent weftward, as far as it is

bounded by the South-fea.

In this light it is certain the powers of Europe,

to whom Henry VII. of England notified the pof-

feflion he had taken of the premifes, by his captains

the Cabots, father and ion, underftood this difco-

very to exclude their commifllons and navigators

from this coaft and thefe iflands and banks : for

we read of no attempt of that fort within thefe Firft at-

limits, till a lull of dominion, a rivalfhip in trade [""p^ndi.

and navigation, and a natural antipathy and envy,

which the French took up againft our nation,

prompted them to fet a-foot new commiftions for

paring the territories and diftri&s of other Chriftian

nations in the new world. They fucceeded moft

in the Weft Indies, where they got poiTeflion of

thofe iflands, from whence they draw fo great na-

tional refources by trade and navigation. Nor
did they fail, in a courfe of years, to explore the

coaft of North America. But with that fecrecy,

as to make a ftrong lodgment in the mod obfeure

part thereof, before it was poflible to interrupt their

operations, and to drive them off. Thus favoured

by the indolence and neglect of the Englifh, who,

in thofe early days, did not pay a due regard to

the improvement of their North American re-

gions, they ftole up the bay and river of St. Law-

rence, and fortified themfelves at Quebec : by

this influence they acquired a great extent of land,

by them called Canada ^ and they maintained

that
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A. D. that ufurpation by force, till it was conquered in
I755

* the prefent war.

The death of Henry VII. and the fchemes car-

ried on by his fon and fucceflbr Henry VIII. to

enflave his fubjects, to fatisfy his luft, and to rob

the religious foundations, by introducing a religion

of his own invention (for he was no otherwife a

proteftant, than as he aboliflied the Pope's fupre-

macy in England, (till retaining the word of doc-

trines, and the fpirit of perfecution againft all that

Negiea of refufed to fubfcribe unto his fix fanguinary articles)

veries. interrupted the laudable and profitable adventures,

fet on foot with fo much fuccefs, for the difcovery

and the fettlement of unknown countries, inha-

bited only by heathens.

The ifland Newfoundland being the firft land mentioned

f

f

undT"d
*n CaDot,s difcovery, we begin with its defcrip-

tion. It is an ifland of a triangular form, about

930 miles in circumference, feparated on the north,

from Terra de Labrador by the ftreight of Bell-

ifle, which runs north-eaft, and is about 23 miles

over in its narroweft part. On the weft it has the

gulph of St. Lawrence, and on the fouth and eaft

the weftern or great Atlantic ocean. Cape Race

or Raz is the moft foutherly point of the ifland,

and lies in 46 45' north lat. the moft northern

point is in lat. 51. 30. fo that the greateft length

of the ifland from north to fouth is 280 miles.

And as Cape Raye is its moft wefterly point, in

north lat. 47. 35. the diftance between it and Cape

Race is about 240 miles.

This
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This ifland abounds with fpacious and excel- A. D.

lent bays and harbours j and is otherwife well fup- I7S5 *

plied with frefh fprings and waters. The pro-

duce of the land, though it might be made, by

induftry, to turn to fome account, is not the

confideratton of the adventurers, whofe principal,

and indeed only care is to enrich themfelves by

the cod-fifh trade upon its coaft ; which fifh is fo

plentiful in this fea, as to be fufficient to fupply

the whole world ; including what is taken on the

banks, which are vaft mountains concealed under

water, as if nature had defigned them for inex-

haustible magazines of cod-fifh. Befides, from

the livers of thefe fifh the adventurers draw off

great quantities of train oil, of which they make

a confiderable advantage. And as this naviga-

tion brings up the beft and great numbers of

feamen, and there is a great demand in France,

Spain, Portugal and Italy for Newfoundland fifh,

an exclufive right to this trade and navigation,

which we are intitled to by priority of difcovery,

is of the greateft confequence to England ; as it

ferves, at the fame time, to enrich and flrengthen

ourfelves, and deprives other nations of the like

means to fupply themfelves with fifh, and to man

their navies.

The continent, under this difcovery, has by ThecontI .

feveral grants, from time to time, been divided nent -

into a number of provinces and diftricts, of

which Nova Scotia is the moft eaftern fettle-

ment.

Nova
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A. D. Nova Scotia or Acadia, as to its antient boun-
* 755 ' darieSjhas already y been defcribed in the demand

tia°or Aca- made by the Britifh commiflaries upon the French
d5a « King, for the faithful performance of that part of

the treaty of Utrecht, which cedes Nova Scotia

or Acadia, according to its antient boundaries, to

his Britannic Majefty.

When firft This province was firft fettled by the Englifh,

theEng-
7 before the year 1602, which the French hiftorians

lifli. allow to be two years before their navigators

fkulked up the gulph of St. Lawrence, and made

a lodgment on the northern borders of this coun-

try. In 1620 the crown granted all that part of

Acadia, as far as the 48th degree of north lat. to

the council of Plymouth or New England : and

in the next year the council of New England re-

figned to the crown all parts of their grant to the

north of the river St. Croix, when it was then

granted with the reft of Acadia to Sir William

Alexander, Secretary of State for Scotland, and

by him, or his charter, named Nova Scotia, inftead

Ceded to of Acadia. In 1623 all Acadia or Nova Scotia was
theFrench.

given \n marriage with King Charles the Firft's

Undergoes daughter to the French King. Sir David Kirk

tolutions."
t00k

'

lt fr°m tne French m 1627-, but it was again

ceded to France by the treaty of St. Germain.

In 1654 Cromwel reduced it. But King Charles II.

in 1662, without any regard to the remonftrances

of New England and his parliament, againft ad-

mitting the French fo near to our colonies, deli-

vered it up again ; and confirmed its pofleflion to

y See before, p. 50.

France
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France by the treaty of Breda in 1667. The New A. D.

Englandmen labouring under great difadvantages 5S '

from a French neighbour in that maritime fitua-

tion, laid hold of the firft. opportunity of a war

to force it again out of the hands of the French,

and took it from them in 1690 with 700 men

only. But their hopes were once more difap-

pointed ; for the treaty of Refwick gave it back to

France. However, the time at lad came to fix Ceded to

this pofJefilon in its original right : For Nova Sco-
tJa\L the

da or Acadia being reduced in 17 10 by united ^eat
y,
of

' J Utrecht.

forces from Old and New England, it was, as al-

ready largely
z explained, confirmed to the crown

of Great Britain by the treaty of Utrecht, " with

" its antient boundaries, as alfo the city of Port

" Royal, as fully as ever France pofleiTed them
" by treaty or other means."

The importance of this fettlement to the French its import-

was very confiderable. In the firft place, it opened French.

for them a way to the great weftern ocean from

Canada, and fecured a communication between

Old France and that back colony, without the

delay and hazard of the navigation through the

river St. Lawrence : Again, it put them in pof-

feflion of the banks on that coaft, with whofe pro-

duce they might eafily rival, if not beat England

out of the cod fifhery.

An author, well acquainted with this fubject, Remarks

remarks, That could France have carried her thereon%

point in her claim upon Acadia or Nova Scotia,

z See before, p. 49, 50, and 84, &c.

with
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A. D. with the contiguous iflands and Cape Breton, fuch

'55* an acquifition would have made our natural ene-

mies more terrible, than ever, to our colonies

:

becaufe it might fecure to them a fuperiority in

the fifhery for ever, and the whole fur-trade of

the northern continent : it would provide them

with materials for building fhips of the greateft

force, and with excellent: ports and harbours, from

whence they might embark and launch into the

ocean •, inftead of the tedious and hazardous na-

vigation down the river Sr. Lawrence. So that

in proportion as France mould be deprived of

thefe advantages, Great Britain, by retaining the

pofleffion of Acadia or Nova Scotia, maintains her

fuperiority in the fifhery and in thofe feas, and pre-

ferves her colonies from the encroachments and

threats of their enemies, or rivals in trade. France

was fo fcnfible of the ruin of all her fine plans, for

the extent and improvement of her Canadian co-

lony ; and for the deftruction of the Britifh power,

intereft and trade on the continent of North Ame-
rica, fhould fhe not be able by negociation or

force to maintain her perfidious claim to Acadia,

that we have feen all her policy, riches and ftrength

employed, in this war, to get it once more into

her actual pofleflion.

NewEng- New England, which was begun to be inha-

j.

a"d firft bited in the year 1606, by patent from King

compofed James I. is now compofed of the provinces

of New Hampfhire, Mafiachufet's Bay, Rhode
Ifland and Connecticut •, which have, in courfe of

time, confederated for their common fupport

again ft

of four

provinces
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againft the feveral attempts made by the French A. D.

on their back fettlements : For, fo early as the 755 '

year 161 1, the French made encroachments upon mentsbT*

the New England patent, and endeavoured to fe- tMFrtndi*

cure their ufurpation by feveral forts at mount

Manfel, St. Croix, and Port Royal -, and were

making difpofitions for further invafions, when

Sir Samuel Afgall drove them off, difmantled

their fortifications, and carried away both their ar-

tillery and ftores \

At prefent, and for many years, New England The town

1 , ! * 1 • 1 « /1
of Bolton*

abounds with trading towns, ot which Bolton,

the metropolis of the province of Maffachufet's

Bay, is the firft city of all North America. It

contains ten churches, and about 30,000 inhabi-

tants, is built on a peninfula at the bottom of a

capacious harbour, defended from the violence of

the ocean by feveral iflands and rocks, that ap-

pear above water; and from an enemy by a re-

gular fortrefs at the narrow entrance of the river.

The chief branch of trade in this city feems to

be in fifh, which employs a vafi number of peo-

ple 5 but the inhabitants alfo drive a brifk trade

with the Weil Indies for lumber and provifions 5

and with England in marts, yards, pitch, tar, tur-

pentine and rtaves, and fome peltry. Befides,

by taking molaiToes in return for lumber on the

fugar iflands, the people of Borton have ingroffed

the Indian trade on that Continent for fpirituous

liquors, and fuppiy the Britifti colonies in North

a See Harris, Part I. p. 851. lft Edition.

Vol. I. N America

4
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A
- D. America, the Newfoundland fifhery, and the greateft

part of the commerce on the coaft of Guinea, with

a kind of rum diftilled from that barter. But

nothing does the induftry of the New England-

men more honour, than the number of fhips

built in their ports. By which they draw great

furns from other countries, and have become car-

riers for moft of the other colonies. They have

manufactures of hats, linnen and woollen ; and

on all occafions, when called out for war, have

diftinguifhed themfelves in courage; and there-

fore the French have always been endeavouring to

creep down upon them, and to circumfcribe both

their trade and power ; which has been particu-

larly manifested by building Fort Cohaflcr and

Fort Frederic or Crown Point, a confiderable

way within their acknowledged frontier. Thefe

confederate provinces contain about 350,000 inha-

bitants, including a fmall number of blacks and

Indians.

New York New York is the next colony to thefouth. It

fettled by was grfl. fett ] ecj Dy trie Swedes, and by the name
bweilesand J J

Dutch. of New Sweden •, and afterwards the name of New
Netherland was impofed by the Dutch, who got

footing on the Delaware river by the help of

Henry Hudfon, an Englilh commander of a fhip,

fitted out by the Dutch Eaft India company to

find a nearer pafiage to China. Who, fail-

ing in his difcovery by the north weft, fleered

for the coaft of Florida, pufhed into the river,

and made a lodgment at the place, where New
York now ftands, in the year 1609. Which, in

a few
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a few years, throve fo well, under the influence A. D.

and aid of the United Provinces in Europe, that 755 *

the Swedes were obliged to fubmit to their jurif-

diction. But as foon as our national flrength and Driven out

fpirit revived after the reftoration, the Englifh a£j£
Jjjj^

ferted their right ; and the Dutch, not able to

refift the force fent to reduce them, or to drive

them off, fubmitted to the King of England on

promife of being protected in their perfons and

properties, in the year 1664. King Charles II.

had granted this territory to his brother the Duke

of York by letters patent, before the expedition

failed ; and therefore it was immediately named

New York in compliment to his Royal Highnefs

the proprietor.

This province is about 50 miles in breadth,

within which compafs lies Long Ifland, on the Long

fouth of Connecticut. But it extends on both Ifland

fides of the river Hudfon, northerly, about 200

miles, till it meets with the Iroquois or Indians of

the Five Nations.

Hudfon River is navigable almoft 200 miles. Hudfon's

At its mouth is the ifland Manahatton, 14 miles Rlver *

long and five broad, which forms an excellent

harbour, and contains the capital city, alfo named

New York. In which are upwards of 8000 in- Townof
habitants, who drive a good trade in corn, flour New York,

and other fpecies of provifions to the Weft In-

dies. It is neatly built, and has four churches.

At the diftance of 150 miles ftands the town ofTownof
Albany, upon the fame river ; which, though A11«ny.

not large nor populous, is a place of great trade

N 2 with



Indians.

180 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. wich the Indians, who come here to barter their

/55 ' goods for powder and (hot, fire arms and cut-

lery ware, coarfe woollen cloths and linnen, &c.

And this is the place where all tranfactions and

treaties are negociated between the Englifh and

Iroquois Iroquois ; once the mod powerful of all the hea-

thens on that Continent, but fo enervated by the

ufe of fpirituous liquors chiefly, that their whole

confederate nation is not able to bring above 1500

men into the field, though augmented by the

Tufcororas, an Indian tribe, which was driven

from the confines of Carolina, and joined in their

confederacy.

It is computed that the province of New York,

including Long Ifland, contains 80,000 inhabi-

tants. It mould feem, from the fituation of

Crown Point, between lake Champlain and Sa-

crament, which Hands at leaft thirty miles within

the river Iroquois, that the French muft have

gained over thofe Indians to their intereft, fo, at

leaft, as to fland neuter upon any breach between

them and the Englifh •, which is confirmed by

their anfwer to General Shirley's invitation to ac-

company him to Niagara j and that they were

fortifying a road, that in a little time might put

them in poffefllon of Hudfon's river ; which could

be eafily formed from Quebec, by the river.

Richeliei . nd the lakes Champlain and George;

and, confequently, gain them a fettlement in the

heart of our colonies, and a fafe and eafy com-

munication with the weftern ocean. The Mohok

Indians inhabit the country advanced from Albany.

New
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New. Jerfey lies in a foutherly direction from A - v.

New York, and is that piece of land, which is

inclofed between the boundaries of New York and (w

the river Dalaware, on the weft, about 150 miles

in length, and 50 miles broad, containing about

50,000 fouls. It is fo advantageoufly fituated be-

tween New York and Penfylvania, that its back

fettlements have little to fear from the hoftile In-

dians : and this fmall tract of land excels in grain

and in all kinds of provifions and fruits, particu-

larly in peaches and melons. Its forefts, which

are large, abound with oak, alh, beech, cedar,

cheftnut, cyprefs, wallnut-tree, pine, faffafras and

hickery. Both this country and New York pro-

duce good hemp and flax. All which commodi-

ties the inhabitants fend to the markets of New
York and Penfylvania, though there is a very

commodious harbour, capable of receiving fhips

of great burden, at Perth-Amboy, its capital,

which is very thinly inhabited ; though the pro-

vince is fuppofed to contain about 60,000 fouls.

Penfylvania ftretcbes foutherly from New York Penfyiva-

and New Jerfey, 250 miles in length, and 200 in
ma "

breadth, having no communication with the Tea,

except by the mouth of the Delaware -, containing

above 250,000 inhabitants, who carry on a large

commerce with Europe and the Weft Indies: and

the importance of this colony to its mother coun-

try, may be gathered from the value of the im-

ports from England, which in the year 1757
amounted to 268,426k 6s. 6d. fterling. Phi-

ladelphia, its capital, is an extraordinary large,

N 3 rich
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A- D. rich and flourifhing city, built on a tongue of
/55 ' land, at the conflux of the -Dataware and Schul-

of Phiir" kel, two navigable rivers, in the form of a regular

delphia, oblong j with broad, fpacious and uniform ftreets,

which crofs each other at right angles, leaving pro-

per fpaces for public edifices. The houies are alfo

neatly built of brick, and there are commodious

docks for building of ihips. But one great mif-

fortune attends this opulent and numerous people,

whofe religious principles of Quakerifm, being too

pacific, have encouraged the fubtle French to

hover more about their borders than fome other

of their neighbours. They even erected a fort

on their property, at Lake Erie, and another at

fome diftance to the fouthward of the River Au
Beuf, befides other encroachments, unmolefted.

Maryland. Maryland, in length about 140 miles, and al-

moft of the fame breadth, fpreads along the Bay of

Chefapeak, bounded on the north by Penfylvania,

on the eaft by the Atlantic Ocean, and on the

fouth of the river Potowmack. Its number of

white inhabitants do not exceed 40,000: But their

negro flaves are upwards of 60,000, by whofe

labour they cultivate and manufacture 40,000

hogfheads of tobacco, which is the ftaple commo-

dity of their province. Their capital is called

Annapolis, beautifully fituated on the river Pa-

tuxent.

Virginia. Virginia, which is now properly fo called, and

diMinguimed as a province on this continent, is

the next fettlement to the fouthward, bounded on

the north, by the river Potowmack ; on the eaft,

by



the L A T E W A R. i8j

by the bay of Chefapeak ; on the fouth, by Ca- A - D -

rolina ; and without any limits to the weftward ;

though the plantations have not yet extended be-

yond the Allegany mountains; making in length

about 240 miles, and in breadth not more than

200 miles. The white people in this province

are computed to be 70,000, and the blacks many

more ; employed chiefly as in Maryland, and

railing much the fame quantity of tobacco, which

is the ftaple commodity of this province, though.

Great Britain is fupplied from hence with a con-

liderable quantity of flax, hemp, iron, ftaves,

wallnut-tree and cedar-planks-, and a good trade

is carried on with the Weft Indies in lumber,

pitch, tar, corn and provifions.

This province abounds with vaft forefls of tim-

ber, and produces plenty of corn, and every fort

of fruit in great abundance and perfection.

The Bay of Chefapeak runs from fouth to north Chefapeak

300 miies into the country, covered from the weftern

ocean by the eaft fide of Maryland, and a fmall

part of Virginia on the fame Peninfula, and re-

ceiving many rivers on both fides ; as James river,.

York river, Rappahannock, and Potowmack.

As to its towns : James Town, its ancient ca-

pital, is dwindled into a village ; and the preient

feat of government, named Williamfburg, is nei-

ther large nor populous.

The Carolinas, bounded on the north by Vir- The Caro-

ginia, form a fhore on the weftern ocean of 400
linas "

miles and upwards; extending in breadth near

N 4 300
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A. D. 300, to the lands inhabited by the Cutabaws b
,

l755#
Creeks% Cherokees**, and Chickefaws e

.

They are divided into two provinces, the north

and the fouth. North Carolina is molt populous,

and carries on a very confiderable trade in tar,

pitch, turpentine, ftaves, fhingles, lumber, .corn,

peas, pork, beef, tobacco, deer-fkins, indigo,

wheat, rice, bees-wax, tallow, bacon, hogs-lard,

timber, &c. Its chief town is fmall, and called

Edenton. But the capital of South Carolina,

called Charles town, is commodioufly fituated at

the conflux of two navigable rivers, with a com-

modious harbour; contains about §00 houfes

well built, and is well fortified. The trade of

this province is much in the fame things, as in

North Carolina-, excepting its ftaple commodities

of rice and indigo, which here are cultivated with

good fuccefs.

Qeprgia. Georgia, the moil fouthern of all our fettle-

ments on this coaft, extends about 60 miles along

the fea more, and runs almoft 300 miles from

thence to the Apalachian mountains, widening

in the inland parts to above 150 miles in breadth :

b They live in the middle of our plantations, about 200

miles from Charles Town.
c Inhabit a beautiful country, beginning at about 500

miles from Charles Town, and running weftward within 100

miles of the Miflifippi; and are accounted a brave and wife

people.

<* Diftant 500 miles from Charles Town, and 200 miles

frqm theneareft Englifh fettlement.

« Live about 600 miles weft of Charles Town, and are a

brave, friendiy and faithful people.

But
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But thinly inhabited. It is bounded on the fouth, A. D.

by the river Attamaha, not far from the late Spa-
I755 *

nifh fort of St. Auguftine. The inhabitants raife

large quantities of rice and indigo •, and have made

fome progrefs in the culture of filk. Its capital is

named Savannah, commodioufly fituated on a river The towns

of the fame name, about ten miles from the fea.
Jah

S™"
It has another town named Augufta, about 200 Augufta.

miles higher up that river, navigable for large

boats ; at which town the Georgians carry on a

profitable trade for fkins,with the Creeks, Chicke-

faws, and the Cherokees, who are at prefent the

moft refpectable tribes of Indians, both for num-

ber and ftrength.

Let us now refume the thread of oui hiftory. The mea-

The hoftilities commenced in the North American [
ur

!f
ta
^

e
-

n
by the jsn-

feas, as well as on that continent, gave fuch a tiflltoult «

turn to the fpirit of the nation, which received

the news with the greateft joy, as obliged the go-

vernment to proceed ; it being too late to retreat.

And, as the war was expected to be confined to the

fea, and to the operations in North America, our mL
niftry, depending upon a fuperiority on the ocean,

pretended to flrike fuch a ftroke, as to deprive the

French at once of the means to man their fleets.

But this amounted to no more than an order for

our (hips of war to make reprifals upon the French, Reprifals

by taking all their fhips, wherever they fhould be
ma

met-, and to difpatch Sir Edward Hawke, with

eighteen men of war', to wait for the French fleet,

j f On the 21ft of July.

under
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A. D. under the command of M. de Guay, who had put
I755

" into Cadiz; and was expected fhortly to return

Admiral to Breft. Sir Edward's orders were, to cruize off

Jruiib.

e S
Cape Finefterre till the French fleet came in fight

:

than which no flation could have been appointed

fo favourable to the French. It was ordered upon

the mere prefumption, that the French fleet muft

fail in that tract and in no other, leaving the

whole Bay of Bifcay, and the Atlantic Ocean, as

far as the Englifh channel, open, for the courfe of

M. du Guay's fleet, as well as for the return of

the mips from North America, which du Guay

had been fent out to convoy fafe into port. Accord-

ingly M. du Guay foon got intelligence of Ad-

miral Hawke's ftrength and ftation, and the pur-

pofes for which he had orders to lie there : And
like a fkilful feaman, the French admiral feized

the opportunity of the Englifh fquadron's confine-

ment, fo far diftant from Bred ; and, departing

from Cadiz, he fleered directly weft from Spain into

the Atlantic Ocean, and, at a great diftance from the

coaft, changing his courfe, he flood directly for the

Land's End of England •, whereby he avoided Ad-

miral Hawke's fleet, cruifing off Cape Finefterre ;

arrived fafe in the Britifh channel ; fell in behind

it with his fquadron, and got fafe into the harbour

of Brefl g on the 3d of September.

Upon advice of du Guay's fafe return, Ad-

miral Hawke was called home •, where he arrived

on the 29th of September. The miniftry in order

s See the Observation concerning this meafure, on p. 132.

to
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to flop the clamour of the people, who were greatly A. D.

exafperated at their imprudent conduct on this oc- /55 *

cafion, pretended toftrike fome extraordinary blow

by another fleet of 22 (hips of the line and fix

frigates. But, it is evident, this was only intend-

ed for a temporary expedient to cover themfelves

from national refentment : for, this fquadron, Admiral

committed to the command of Admiral Byng, f^"J"
failed on October the 14th, and returned on the

2 2d of November, from a weftern cruife, which

was all the fervice he was directed to perform.

Commodore Frankland was fent to the Weft Indies

with four men of war, under the like inftructions.

However, by the com million for reprifals, the

French trade was diftrefTed, and their navy de- French

prived of a great body of feamen. For, before Sffed.

the end of the year, our cruifers brought 300
merchant fhips, many of which were very rich,

from St. Domingo and Martinico; and 8000

failors, into our ports. By which the French

government were diftrefTed for men, and the mer-

chants and manufacturers were ruined.

But this violent proceeding, without a formal Remarks

declaration of war, on the part of Great Britain, Uleafcrea

was loudly impeached of injuftice, and breach of °^the
.

B."-

faith, by the French miniftry, and not greatly ap- ftry.

proved of by many thinking people at home.

A pamphlet loon appeared with remarks on

this meafure; the author of which faid, " Whilft

the French are palpably obnoxious to the charge

of having been originally the incendiaries of the

war ; whilft the Englifh have, on the other hand,

the
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A. D. the jufteft of caufes to maintain againft the open
*7H' invafion of their rights and properties, it feems

the fate of this nation, never to imitate the French
but in thofe points, which redound to the reproach

of their tafte, and of their honour.

The French, it is true, fet us an example of
committing hoftilities without a previous declara-

tion of war. But was fuch an example to be fol-

lowed ? Or can the matter we blame, be given as

a reafon, and a fan&ion for our own proceeding ?

If they violated the facred law of nations, in their

unformal attack upon a fort, in an obfcure, re-

mote fpot of America, the old fair Englifh way
was, to have inftantly declared war, and to have

repelled their perfidy in a manner more fuitable

to the dignity of the nation.

To urge, that it was apprehended Spain would

have joined with France, had Great Britain de-

clared war firft, is a weak fuppofition. For an

open act of hoftility is a more effectual declaration

of war, than mere words in form. And we had

that advantage of the French. Nothing was more
£afy than to prove it.

The failure then of this effential form, has fur-

nifhed the French with that handle for declaimingo
againft us, of which they have taken fuch advan-

tage.

The hoftilities begun and committed by them
in a corner of North America, though to the full,

as real breaches of the peace, as any we have

fmce retaliated upon them, were not of that glar-

ing and univerfally ftriking nature, as the preda-

tory
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tory war carried on by us upon the fea, which A - D-

was fpread with their merchantmen, fecure, as they 75S *

had reafon to apprehend, upon the faith of a

peace; of which this rupture had, as to them,

received no fanction of a declaration of war ; and

furely fuch a meafure could not, humanly fpeak-

ing, fail of bringing it on : So that, to treat them

only as provifional captures, is as falfe, with re-

fpect to politics, as it is with refpect to the law of

nations. Indeed, nothing could have been con-

trived more effectually to give fuch a good cauie,

as ours, the air and face of a bad one.

This was then playing the game agreeable to

the defires of the French. They could not but

feel the damage •, but though the merchantile in-

tereft was very dear to them, it was confidered

as fubordinate to their general fyftem : Therefore,

in this cafe, they bore the injury with national

fortitude, and fecretly folacing themfelves in this

reflection, That by fuch an aft of precipitation in

politics, the Enghfli were doing themfelves greater,

and even irreparable damage in the opinion of

the public, and had given them a fair opportunity

to vindicate their own breach of faith in the re-

pairs of Dunkirk, which they had, ever fince the

treaty of Utrecht, made a capital object: of their

councils.

Advices from the Eaft Indies, this year, com- Affairs of

plained of a want of flrength, in the Englifh, EaltInd 'e«.

to maintain their former advantages over the

French and their allies: and that a negotiation, Anegoda-

fet on foot between Mr. Saunders, the Englifh. £°
o

n

t jjj«

govern- Monf.Du-
plcix.
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A. D. governor, and M. Dupleix, had mifcarried-, the
*755 ' commifTaries on our part having detected a forgery

SfcoveS *n l^e commifTions, under which Dupleix pre-

tended to act from the Great Mogul, appointing

him governor general, from the river Kriftna to

the fea
h

.

Hoftiiities The congrefs broke up, and hoftilities con-
renewe

.
t jnuec^ as ufua ] s jn tne neighbourhood of Tri-

chinopoly. The Englim were in poffeflion of the

town, and the enemy well encamped upon the

ifland before it, with a large body of cavalry, and

the river every where ford able.

This fituation of the enemy was of great dis-

advantage to parties fent out for provifions and

flores, which could not be avoided. In the

month of February 1754, they cut off a party of

two captains, fix officers, 180 men rank and file,

four pieces of cannon, 800 Sepoys, and about

7000 pounds of money, with a large convoy of

provifions, by a party of 120 French infantry,

about the fame number of deferters, a French

troop of about 80, 6000 Sepoys, a large body of

MaifTore cavalry, and the Marattas, making in

all about 10,000, with feven pieces of cannon

:

And it was with great courage and conduct, that

another convoy efcaped the like fate, on the 12th

of May following. In which fkirmifh we loft

h Theydifcovered that it was afalfe feal fixed to the Saned

or grant, called the Mogul's ; and another had no date.

Every grant from the Mogul is authenticated not only with a

fmall feal, on which is engraven the name of the Mogul, but

alfo with that of his Vifiers.

about
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about 200 Sepoys, 59 private men, killed and A. D.

wounded, and fix officers wounded. In this
I?55 *

hazardous fituation, our Indian war continued the

whole fummer, till it was happily concluded by

an unforefeen negotiation.

The French Eaft: India company, having great Refoiuti-

reafon to be difgufted with M. Dupleix's conduft, *££*
which ferved to enrich himfelf, and to extend his Eaft lndl'a

own power, fo far, as to make them jealous of

his defign to raife himfelf to the dignity of an inde-

pendent Eaftern Prince, and to eftablifh his go-

vernment at their expence, and perhaps upon their

ruin in thofe parts -, and dreading the confequences

of a war with the Englifli, on that trading coaft,

in cafe of a rupture between Great Britain and

France, which they were not able to fupport ; en-

deavoured to get clear of Dup!eix, and to eftablifh

a good harmony with the Engiifh Eaft India com-

pany at the fame time : Having alfo intelligence,

that the Britifh miniftry had already * difpatched Admirals

Rear Admiral Watfon, and Rear Admiral Pocock,
d̂

ap™
ock

with a fquadron k of capital fhips, and Colonel fail f<*

* ji . r u d • n. •
E ' Indies -

Adlercron s regiment, to lupport the Britifh m-

tereft beyond the Line ; they immediately dif-

patched M. Godeheu, with a commiflion of com-

1 In March 1754.
k Confifting of the Kent 70 guns, Captain Speke, with

Rear Admiral Watfon on board: the Cumberland, 66 guns,

Captain Harrifon, with Rear Admiral Pocock on board ; the

Tyger, 60 guns, Captain Latham ; the Salifbury, 50 guns.

Captain Knowles ; the Bridgwater, 20 guns, Captain Mar-

tin j and the King's Filher floop, 14 guns, Captain Smith.

miliary
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A- D. mhTary general and governor general of all their
17^' fettlements, and 1500 Europeans, and with in-

Dupleix ftructions to fuperfede M. Dupleix in his govern-

ed
e

" ment, and to do his endeavours to flrike up a

provifional treaty of armiftice and pacification with

the governor of Fort St. George, and with the

other Englifh fettlements on that coaft.

M. Gode- M. Godeheu executed his commifiion with dex-

liccondua" teritY ancl nonour - He, on his arrival, found the

Englifli fquadron upon the coaft. A truce, if

poffible to be gained, admitted of no delay j and

in order to conciliate a good opinion of his pacific

intentions, he, immediately upon his landing, fent

back the troops, which M. Dupleix had flopped '

in their paffage from Madrafs to Fort St. George,

and detained priibners ever fince at Pondicherry ;

and at the fame time fignifted his inclination to

purfue pacific meafures, and propofed a fufpenfion

of arms between the two European grand com-

inercial companies.

Such a fudden change in the French was highly

acceptable to the Englifli. The governor and

council by their difpatch and promife concurred

with M. Godeheu in this work, and it was foon

A ceffation after
m agreed to fufpend all hoflilities : and on the

^
f

es

ho "" 26th of December 1754, articles of a provifional

Aprovi- treaty, and articles and flipulations of a truce,

treaty be- vvere figned by Thomas Saunders, Efq-> prefident

tween the for fa honourable Eaft India company on the
two com- r »

l»anies. coaft ot Coromandel and Orixa, of Fort St.

1 Sec before, p. 77. » Ojj the nth of Od. 1754.

George,
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George, on the part of the Englifli united Eaft A - D.

India company ; and by the Sieur Charles Robert
I755 *

Godeheu, commiflary for his mod Chriftian Ma-

jelly ; commander general of all the fettlements

of the French company on both fides the Cape of

Good Hope, and at China; prefident of all the

councils there eftablifhed, and director general of

the India company of France.

By the provifional treaty it was agreed in the

firft article, That the two companies, Englifli

and French, fhould renounce for ever all Moorilli

government and dignity, and never interfere in

any difference that may arife between the princes

of the country.—In which article the conduct of

M. Dupleix is particularly pointed at and con-

demned, whofe ambition had put him upon every

device of arms, of intrigue and forgery, to robe

himfelf with the pageantry of an eaftern mon-

arch; to force himfelf into the Mooriih govern-

ment, and to pillage the Nabobs, &c. of their

treafure ; ever fomenting difference between the

princes of the country, that he might by fome

means come in for a part of the fpoil.

The 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th articles, re-

late to the fettlements of both nations and their dif-

tricts. By the 8th article, it was agreed, " That
" thefe conditions accepted on both fides, altho'

" they are not to be a law for a definitive treaty

" in Europe, fhould neverthelefs produce a truce

" between the two nations and their allies, until

" news be received in India of the anfwers made
" in Europe concerning this agreement. By

Vol. I. O the
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A -
D

* the gth article, " That neither nation (hall be
" allowed to procure, during the truce, any new
*' grant or ceffion, or to build forts for the defence

" ofnew eftablifhments j but only to rebuild and

" repair the fortifications now fubfifting in the

*' eftablifhments they polfefled at that time, in or-

" der to prevent their entire ruin."—By the tenth,

" That until the arrival of anfwers from Europe
" to thefe articles, which were to be difpatched

" by the firft (hips, to be fubmitted to the decifion

" of the two companies, under the pleafure and

" approbation of the two crowns ; the two na-

" tions fhould not proceed to any ceffion, retro-

" ceffion, or evacuation of what they now pof-

" fefs, every thing being to remain on the foot-

" ing of uti pfftdetis"—And laftly, " That in

cc regard to indemnification, the two nations may
" expecl for the expences of the war ; This arti-

tC cle fhould be amicably adjufted in the definitive

" treaty."

A mice The articles and flipulations of a truce, conclud-
concJuded. .

, r .
, , , r

ed on the fame day, and between the lame parties

to promote the re-eftablifhment of tranquillity in

this part of India, were as follow :

Art. I. To take place on the i ith of January

1755, the day of the expiration of the fufpenfion

of arms, proclaimed on the nth of October

1 754 : all hoflilities mall ceafe between the Englifh

and French.

Art. II. During this truce, which (hall be in

force until we are informed in India of the an-

fwers made in Europe concerning the laid provi-

fional
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fibnal treaty ; the troops of the two nations, A - D.

French and Englifh, fhall not act againft each
* 755 '

other, either as principals or auxiliaries.

Art. III. The two nations, Englifh and French,

engage to oblige their allies to obferve all that is

ftipulated for the accomplilliment of a truce by

virtue of the treaty, and whoever fhall dare to in-

fringe it fhall be reputed a common enemy, and

fhall be reduced to good order by force of arms.

Art. IV. If either of the two nations, French

or Englifh, or either auxiliary troops or allies,

fhall commit any aft of hoftility, poffefs them*

felves of any place, or any one fhall caufe any

damage to be done to another during the faid

truce, both oblige themfelves to make reparation,

proportionable to the damage and to the entire

reftitution of whatever fhall be taken.

Art. V. If the allies, or other troops in pay of

either nation fhall be guilty of any act of hofli-

lity, or commit any pillages in the territories

whereof either nation is now in pofTeflion, it fhall

be lawful for both nations to repulfe their infults

by force, by which the injured nation fhall not be

deemed to have infringed the prefent agreement.

Art. VI. If the allies or auxiliaries, troops of

either nation fhall take up arms and in (lilt the

countries of which the nation, they are allied to,

is now in pofTeflion : in this cafe, the two nations

(hall aflift each other againft this enemy, who fhall

thereby become the common enemy of both.

Art. VII. The troops of the two nations fhall

be employed, during this truce, in the care of

O 2 their
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A. D. their prefent eftablifhments and pofTeflions ; they
S755

" may be tranfported freely, and without any diffi-

culty, from one place to another, at the pleafure

of the governor, generals, commanders, &c. of

each nation -, and all perfons actually under the

protection of either flag, may likewife go and

come at pleafure, without being molefted either

in their effects or perfons.

Art. VIII. Trade fhall be free throughout the

Carnatick, and in all the countries to the north-

ward of the Coromandel coaft, for the two con-

tracting nations : they may fetch merchandizes

from all the places in the dependance of each other,

and tranfport them freely, without any reftraint,

through the refpective jageers and territories.

Art. IX. All common enemies, or the particu-

lar enemies of either nation, who fhall come to at-

tack the Englifh and French in their prefent pof-

feffions, and trouble the tranquillity which is to

reign in India, fhall be repulfed by the united

force of the two nations, French and Englifh.

Art. X. As foon as the truce is proclaimed,

the mutual exchange of prifoners fhall be fet about,

man for man, and means fhall be refolved on for

the eafe of thofe, which fhall not be exchanged.

Art. XI. CommiiTaries fhall be appointed on

both fides, to examine into the infringements com-

mitted by each party, or their auxiliary troops or
.

allies, and fettle the reftitution to be made of all

the places taken, during the truce, againft the

tenor of the fufpenfion of arms-, as likewife of all

that may have been taken from them by the faid

auxiliary
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auxiliary troops, in merchandize, effects, money, A. D.

&c. and further to fettle in a fixed method, for a
I75s *

guide, during the whole time of the truce, all

the names, and the extent of every country, pa-

ragana n
, and village, under the power and in the

poffefTion of the two nations, Englifh and French.

Art. XII. It is agreed,, that whenever, in the

courfe of the truce, any complaint mail be made

by either of the faid nations of an infringement of

the fourth article, the faid commifiaries on each

fide appointed, fhall certify and examine the fact,

that juftice may be done accordingly to the in-

jured nation, either by reftitution or reparation,

according to the nature of the injury received.

Done at Fort St. George, Dec. 31, 1754.

Dated at Pondicherry,

Dec. 26, 1754.

Thefe treaties (though manifeftly mod favour- Remark*

able to the French, as they lefc them at liberty to JJatiei?

recover from the unnatural Hate, into which Du-
pleix had thrown the company's affairs, by his

ambition, avarice, and tyranny ; had opened a

free trade and communication for their under-

takings by fea, and left fo many efTential points

to be fettled by commiflaries, with a people that

are known never to determine in fuch cafes, but

by the fingle argument of their own convenience

and intereft) promifed the Englifh considerable re-

lief from the burden and hazard of war ; and

they were rendered more fatisfactory by the de-

» Diftrift.

O 3 parture
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A. D. parture of M. Dupleix ; who was ordered and
755 ' fent to France by the firft fhips •, and by the

friendly conduct of M. de Sauffay, commander

of the French at Seringham, who, being follicit-

ed by Nauderauze, the MaiiTorean General, with

an offer of three lack of rupees, to march off and

leave him at liberty to furprize Trichinopoly, in

poffeffion of the Englifn, rejected the bribe with

difdain.

The truce But, the Sieur Godehevi being returned for

IheFrench. Europe, Mr. de Leyrit, his fucceffor, and M.
BuiTy, who was left at liberty, in the late treaty,

to enlarge the valuable and extenfive poffeffions

which the French held in the north, loon convinced

the Engliih that the tranquillity was not founded

upon fuch a folid bafis as expected ; and that while

one fide of the country had laid down their arms,

there was no fecurity for our extenfive concerns

and interefls in other parts. For, exprefly con-

trary to the ninth article of the provifional treaty,

it appeared very early in the year 1755, that the

French were endeavouring to acquire the domi-

nion of all the provinces of the Deckan °. Buffy

demanded of Salabatzing, the poffeffion of the

fort of Golconda •, and Leyrit took the part of

the Polygar of the Velloure, the ftrongeft fort in

the province, againft his Sovereign the Nabob

Mahomed Allee Cawn ; threatning, by letter to

the Governor of Madrafs, and by marching 300

French, and as many Sepoys, from Pondicherry,

See the account of the war in India, by Richard Owen
Cambridge, Efq; p. 132. ,

3 to
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to fupport the rebel, and to oppofe the Englifh A. D.

employed by the Nabob to collect his revenues
1755 '

from the tributary princes, that held under him p
;

our fleet having then failed upon an expedition to

reduce the piratical ftate of Angria, on the Mala-

bar coaft, which had for many years infefted the

trade of Bombay, and greatly endangered the na-

vigation of, not only the Englifh, but of the

Dutch, &c. from Europe.

After this furvey of the tranfactions beyond the Affairs of

feas, let us return to the ftate of affairs at home.
urope '

Where, at the end of September, the admiralty

lift of the royal navy exhibited a mod formidable

afpeel for our enemies to meditate upon. It con-

fided then of

1 fhip carrying 1 10 guns 1100 men

5 fhips carrying 100——
J 3

8

5

29

39

3

28

4

35

42

31 carrying from 18 to 10— 100

213 Befides a great many bomb-ketches, fire-

fhips and tenders.

p Ibid. p. 117.

O 4 Such
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A. D. Such a. navy was fufficient to oppofe the united
1?55 ' maritime forces of all Europe ; whilft that of the

French, even at the end of this year, and includ-

ing the mips upon the flocks, amounted to no

more than

French 6 miPs carrying So guns
navy. 2I „ y^

1 72

4 70

31 ' 64
2 1 60

6 ,

5q

32 frigates

"3

French re- The French court, as foon as they heard of

l"oVn.?
nce Admiral Boicawen's taking their two men of war,

H O a I II it *^

Admiral dreffed up a frefh remonftrance againft Great

en's pro- Britain to the court of Spain ; and reprefented
cee mgs.

^jg a(
c|.j

on> before a declaration of war, to be

a proceeding, that threatened the very diffolution

of all faith amongft nations : with a view to draw

the Spaniards, at once, into their quarrel. To

Anfwered which Sir Benjamin Keene the Britifh minifter to

hv sir
. iiis molt Catholic Maiefty confronted a ftrong

Benjamin
. , . .

J '
.. .

°
Keene. memorial, importing, " That it was well known,

" the French fleet fent to America, carried troops,

" ammunition, and every neceffary for defending

" countries, which the French had unjuftly ufurped

" in North America, and of which the Englifh

c< claimed the property. That the rules of felf-

2 " defence
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" defence authorize every nation to render fruit- A. D.

" lefs any attempt that may tend to its prejudice. * 755 *

" That this right had been made ufe of only in

W taking the two French fhips of war, and that

" the diftinction of place may be interpreted in

" favour of the Englifh, feeing the two fhips

*' were taken on the coafl of the countries where

" the conteft arofe." Such was the difpofition or

policy of the Spanifh court at this time, that they

feemed fatisfied with Sir Benjamin Keene's anfwer

to the French complaint ; though the French mi- Reply of

nifter replied with obferving, That the hoftilities
theFrench -

of the Englifh had begun in the European feas,

from whence they had taken and carried a vafl

number of French fhips p into their ports.

But what is more extraordinary, the French Their Pa-

miniftry (till maintained an appearance of mode- J^n/
1

"
6

ration, and a defire to accommodate matters with tinued.

Great Britain without coming to blows. It is

certain, they were afraid of our iuperiority at fea,

mould it be let loofe upon them ; and they were

difappointed of their American feheme, to fecure

their poffeflion by a fuperiority of European troops,

&c. before we Ihould be ready to oppofe them.

Therefore any device to curb, or to keep us in-

active, was the bed game they could play. So

that, after we had carried the national refentment

to the lengths above related, taking every fhip

our cruifers could meet with, and detaining both

their cargoes and crews, the French miniftry, as

foon as they heard that one of their men of war

had taken the Blandford man of war, belonging

p About 195 at this time,

to



202 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. to his Britannic Majefty, with Mr. Littleton,
* 755 ' appointed Governor of Carolina, on board, and

Biandfbrd carried her into Nants ; they ordered the governor

*L
n
aJe

f

d
war to be fet at liberty, and fhortly after releafed both

and fent the fhip and crew. Whatever might be the mo-

tive for this reftitution, whether to throw upon

us the breach of faith and the commencement of

the war ; or to provoke us to more moderate mea-

fures ; it had no effect. Our preparations for fea

fervice were accelerated with incredible activity

and expedition. And the French in earneft be-

gan to make the beft of their cafe, in order to

deprive us of the benefit of a naval war. Their

preparations for a land war went on with extraor-

dinary diligence : They made lure of the Emprefs

Queen, our old ally, and marched great numbers

of their troops along the coaft of the Britifh Chan-

Threaten nel, to terrify us with an invafion; a fcheme that

ws wnh an j

i ^ often delivered them from the power of the
jnvaiion. *

Britifh arms, when they were not able to cope with

us in open battle.

The In the midft of this hurry his Majefty returned
Kmg*s re-

f ^is £ie&orate, which he left on the 8th of
turn from
Germany. September ; and he arrived at his palace at Ken-

ffngton on the 15th of the fame month.

The firft thing his Majefty did was to finifli

the treaty with Ruffia, above-mentioned q
, which

was ratified on the thirtieth of the fame month.

Debates But when this and the treaty with HelTe Cafiel

treaties*

6 came before the parliament, they were canvaffed

withRuffii
and Hells _

Cartel.
q See page 135.

with
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with a good deal of diflike : and previous to that, A. D.

the King of Pruffia taking groat difguft at the
I755 *

feventh article in his Britannic Majefty's treaty

with Ruffia, which he looked upon as a menace

levelled againft himfelf, declared by his minifters

in all the courts of Europe, " That he would op- King of

" pofe, with his utmoft force, the entrance of'?"
1

,

" any foreign troops into the Empire, under any tiononthat

sc pretence whatioever.

This fpirited declaration by the King of Pruf- itseffefton

fia, at a time France had erected and filled feveral
France*

great magazines in Weftphalia, by permiffion of

the Elector of Cologne, and had already marched

large bodies of troops towards the frontiers of the

Empire, drew overtures from that court imme-

diately. The Duke de Nivernois was fent to

Berlin, and propofed a new alliance with his Pruf-

fian Majefty; in order to perfwade his Majefty to

retract his declaration : and the French Ambafia-

dor's reception was fuch as made England dubi-

ous of the King's refolution to abide by what he

had declared. In this ambiguity his Britannic 0n Great

Majefty dreaded the fate of his electoral domi- Bntain «

nions, in cafe Pruffia might be gained over by

France, whofe forces on the Lower Rhine were

provided with magazines, all the way to Hanover,

applied alfo to the court of Pruffia, with fuch ad-

vantageous propofals, as made his Pruffian Ma-
jefty entirely relinquifh all thoughts of further

negociation with the Grand Monarch : Though

this treaty with Pruffia did not take effect till fome

months after.

His
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A. D. His Britannic Majefty at the fame time de-
* 755 '

manded the auxiliaries, which he had a right unto
Queen of by treaties, from the Emprefs Queen. But, withHungary » 9

* r ^*— *

refufes to an unprecedented ingratitude, that heirefs of the

Britain ac- houfe of Auftria, for whofe fupport againft France

fc°eaty.
g t0

*n P^fticvilar, Great Britain had fpent and run our

nation in debt more millions than her hereditary

dominions are worth, not only abfolutely refufed

to perform her engagements, under the pretence

that an American war was not a claufe in our

alliance with her-, but afterwards, when re-

quired by England alfo, to defend her barrier

towns in the Low Countries, obtained for her

family by Britifh blood and treafure, on that ex-

prefs condition, me excufed herfelf from the fer-

vice, under a pretence of her fears from the King

of Pruflia.

National The nation began to be greatly alarmed at the
difcontent meafures f tne C0lirt . The miniftry, notwith-
with the J '

miniftry. Handing the attention given, all this year, to our

marine, and the lengths they had run, in making

reprifals, and in commencing hoftilities in North

America, were fo perplexed and difpirited with

the news of Braddock's defeat, that they feemed

wavering in their councils, and more inclined to

an accommodation, than to proceed in tiieir de-

mands of fatisfaclion, and to maintain their na-

tional rights, by way of arms. And his Majefty's

taking fuch a powerful army of Ruffians and Hef-

fians into Britifli pay, without confent of parlia-

ment, and, as it was fuggefted, having drawn

upon the treafury for a part of the money (which

had
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had been particularly intended by the vote of A. D.

credit in the laft lemons of parliament for the fea I75s *

fervice, and to maintain our poflemons in North

America) to make good his agreement with the

Landgrave of Heffe Caflel ; this created a jealoufy

in the people, that it was intended to enter into fuch

continental meafures, as would neceflarily deprive

Great Britain of the means to diftrefs the enemy

by fea, and to do herfelf juftice in America.

The fpirit of the nation at this juncture, will Remarks

beft appear from the political obfervations pub- °"
^J^'

lifhed by the patriots. It was obferved, That the nation,

nation had been long under the direction of flate

emperics ; whole only merit had been to fkin

our wounds and palliate our diftempers. That it

was now time to iearch the wound to the bottom,

and to apply wholefome and regular medicaments

to the almoft corrupted body : That die cure,

though perhaps painful, mud be fpeedily under-

gone : becaufe a delay would certainly bring on

more dreadful fymptoms, and infallibly end in

political death. That the nation had been long

deluded by the magic found of words, and fome

of the principal men had been drove from the

throne by odious diftinctions and falfe imputa-

tions •, whereby the rancour and animofity of par-

ties had been kept up, and the Sovereign de-

prived of the afliftance of fome of the ableft of

his fubjects, mod firmly attached to his perfon

and family : That we were loaded with a molt

heavy debt, and alarmed by imminent dangers

from within ; and juft upon the brink of a war

with
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A. D. with a great, and our moft powerful enemy ; the

event of which might determine our being, as a

free and independant nation. Therefore, that

nothing lefs than a vigorous exertion of our na-

tural rights, and unanimous concurrence, with the

divine afliftance, in the defence of our liberties,

King and country, could prevent us from finkjng

under the weight of fuch multiplying and grow-

ing evils.

Does not the voice of the people, faid they,

who pay the taxes, cry loudly at prefent for a war,

to reftrain the ambitious views of our perfidious

neighbours, the French ? So that let thofe, now
concerned for the nation, fleer clear of the blun-

ders, miftakes and malpractices, which deprived

Great Britain of the advantages expected in the

laft war -, and make the true intereft. of their coun-

try, the fble object of their operations, and they

need not doubt of giving fatisfaction to the na-

tion.

The intereft of this nation is fo very plain and

obvious, that honefty can never miftake it : we
want no extraordinary talents to feel our own

ftrength, or to know our own good. The fea is

our element to fight upon, mips are our caftles :

and our marine is an over-match for all Europe.

We may in fuch a war humble the Grand Mo-
narch, and reduce him to fubmit to equitable

terms of peace. It is as natural for Britain to

truft in her fleets, as a bull in his horns, or a lion

in his paws. But on the Continent France mufl

beggar
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beggar us and difpofe us to accept of the condi- A. D.

tions fhe may pleafe to grant. ,753 '

As for fubfidiary forces ; it was afked, What
had the Britifh Empire got by the vaft fums of

money paid in fubfidies to the Dutch, Saxons,

Bavarians, Hefllans, Hanoverians, Danes, Ruf-

fians, Prufiians, Hungarians, to the King of Sar-

dinia, the Duke of Wolfenbuttle, and to God
knows who befides ? All of whom had taken Bri-

tifh pay, within fixty years paft, without enabling

us to humble one enemy, or to fecure a firm, tail-

ing and equitable peace : or to ftrike fuch terror

into our enemies, that they durft not invade our

property, plot againfl our liberty, or to interrupt

our trade, and without recovering the balance of

Europe, or putting our allies out of the power of

the common enemy. What then is Britain to ex-

pect from numerous and ftili more expenfive fub-

fidiary treaties ? but a national debt, which, if

not timely prevented, would in the end reduce

us to beggary and contempt. Every one knows

that our land forces, whether mercenaries or fub-

fidiaries, have no influence upon the councils of

our enemies. It is our naval force they are afraid

of. It is the number of our fquadrons of (hips

of war, when they are well manned and appointed,

under brave, experienced and honeft commanders,

and not a (landing army at home, nor a fubfidiary

army abroad, that gives us a due influence at fo-

reign courts. Such was the language and fenti-

ments of the nation at this time.

The
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A. D. The parliament being funmoned to meet on
x 755- the 13th of November, the city of London ad-

Addrefs of drefled his Majefty, not with the flattery of a

London, miniftcrial faction, to deceive and poifon the ear

of the Sovereign ; to fmother the complaints and

prayers of the people ; to palliate the national

diftrefTes, and to fkreen our enemies from juft re-

venge; but with language and fentiment, that

flowed from hearts replete with truth and liberty,

and intended to roufe the Britifh lion from a ftate

of dangerous fecurity, by making a tender of their

lives and fortunes, to enable his Majefty to begin

and carry on a juft and neceflfary war againft an

enemy, that is not to be bound by treaties ; nor

to be fatisfied with any thing lefs, than our ruin :

but who may at any time be humbled by a proper

exertion of that naval force, with which Provi-

dence has bleffed and diftinguifhed this nation,

and enabled it, above all others, to defend itfelf.

This was followed by addrefies of the fame import

from the whole nation.

His Majefty met his parliament on the 13th of

November, and opened the fefiions with the fol-

lowing fpeech :

His Ma- My Lords and Gentlemen ! The prefent critical

jeity's conjuncture of affairs, and my conftant incli-
ipeech at f

*

opening nation to have the advice and afliftance of my

menu"
'*"

parliament on all important occafions, have made

me defirous to meet you here as early as poflible.

Since your laft feffion I have taken luch meafures

as might be made conducive to the protection of

our pofleiTions in America, and to the regaining

fuch
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fuch parts thereof, as had been encroached upon, A. D.

and invaded, in violation of the peace, and con-

trary to the faith of mod folemn treaties.—For

this purpofe, the maritime power of this kingdom

has been got ready with the utmoft application

and expedition, and been principally employed.

Some land forces have been fent from hence to

North America-, and all proper encouragement

Jias been given to the feveral colonies there, to

exert themfelves in their own defence, and in the

maintenance of the rights and poiTefilons of Great

Britain.

With a fincere defire to preferve my people

from the calamities of war, as well as to prevent,

in the midfl: of thefe troubles, a general war from

being lighted up in Europe, I have been always

ready to accept reafonable and honourable terms of

accommodation ; but not fuch have hitherto been

propofed on the part of France. I have alio con-

fined my views and operations to hinder France

from making new encroachments, or fupporting

thole already made ; to exert our right to a fatif-

faclion for hoflilities commenced in a time of pro-

found peace ; and to difappoint fuch defigns, as>

from various appearances and preparations, there

is reafon to think have been formed againft my
kingdoms and dominions.—By thefe methods I

have purfued the plan, which I formerly pointed

out to you, and for which I had the fatisfaclion

to receive the ftrongeftaffurances of your vigorous

fupport.—What other power can object to pro-

ceedings fo abfolttteiy neceflary to our own de-

Vol. I. P fence

5
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A - D - fence and fecurity ? My good brother, the King
° 5 ' of Spain, fees with concern thefe differences ; and

the part which he generoufly takes in the common
welfare of Europe, makes him earneftly wifh the

prefervation of the public tranquillity. He has

alfo given alfurances, that he will continue in the

fame pacific fentiments.—In purfuing thefe great

ends, I make no doubt of the vigorous and chear-

ful fupport of my parliament: and that while I

am engaged in this juft and national caufe, the

affectionate alfurances, which they gave mc the

laft feffions will be effectually made good. In

confequence thereof, I have greatly increafed my
naval armaments, augmented my land forces in

fuch a manner, as might be the leaft burdenfome ;

and have concluded a treaty with the Emprefs of

Rufiia, and another with the Landgrave of Heffe

Caffel, which Hi all be laid before you. His Ma-

jefty concluded with obferving that the fervices

would require large fupplies : declaring that he

afked no more than mould be requifite for the

effectual carrying on of thofe meafures, which

would be neceffary to fupport what has been be-

gun, according to their inclination, for the fecu-

rity of his kingdoms and dominions, and for the

purpofes already mentioned, of an extraordinary

expence made this year by him, in purfuance of

the power given him by parliament -, and pro-

mifing that whatever fhould be granted, fhould

be applied with the flrictefl oeconomy to thofe

ufes only, for which it (hall be given.

4. This
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This fpeech met with uncommon oppofuion in A « D.

both houfes of parliament, which appeared in the

formation of the adurefs from each houfe. The Upon the

minifterial party amongft the Lords had inferted
[JjJjj^S,

in their addrefs, * That they looked upon them-

felves as obliged by the ftrongeft ties of duty,

gratitude, and honour, to ftand by and fupport

his Majefty in all fuch wife and neceflary mea- in the

fures and engagements, as his Majefty might have^^
taken in vindication of the rights of his crown,

or to defeat any attempts, which might be made

by France, in refentment for fuch meafures ; and

to affift his Majefty in difappointing or repelling

all fuch enterprizes, as might be formed, not

only againft his kingdoms, but alfo againft any

other of his dominions, though not belonging to the

crown of Great Britain, in cafe they mould be at-

tacked on account of the part, which his Majefty

had taken for maintaining the eftential interefts of

his kingdoms.' The other Lords in the oppofi-

tion
r
, headed by Lord Temple, would not agree

to this infertion •, becaufe, in the firft part of it,

the wifdom of the houfe was proftituted, by en-

gaging to approve of the treaties with Rufiia and

Heffc CafTel, which they had not feen, and which

they apprehended could be of no ufe to Great.

Britain : and, in the fecond parr, they would be

guilty of the greateft indifcretion, by confenting

to meafures, which manifcftly engaged this na-

tion in a continental connection for the defence of

» Amongft whom, it is faid, were Lord Hallifax, Lord

Talbot, and Ear! Pomfret.

P 2 Hano-
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A. D. Hanover, that could not be fupported by Great
,755- Britain, and would be fo far from being of ad-

vantage to us at fea, or in America, that, it was

to be feared, might, in the end, difable the na-

tion from defending itfelf in other parts of the

world.—But the court party, upon putting the

queftion, carried their addrefs with this infertion,

by a great majority of voices againft the weight of

argument.

His Majefty received this addrefs with the fol-

His Ma- lowing moft gracious anfvver :

—

c My Lords ! I

jetty's an- give you my thanks for this dutiful and affectionate
iwer to the ° J ' nrrn-
addrefs of addrefs. I fee with the greatelt fatisfaction the
te 01 s.

zeaj ^,ou eXprefs for my perfon and government,

and for the true intereft of your country •, which

I am determined to adhere to. The afTurance,

which you give me for the defence of my territo-

ries abroad, are a ftrong proof of your affection

for me, and regard for my honour. Nothing

jhall divert me from purluing thofe meafures,

which will effectually maintain the pofTeflions and

rights of my kingdoms, and procure reafonable

and honourable terms of accommodation.'

The addrefs in the Houfe of Commons was
Debates on
the addrefs dreiTed up with the fame zeal, gratitude and

Houfe of warm afiluances to fupport his Majefty and his

Commons. forc*gn dominions •, and with their approbation of

the treaties he had made •, but not yet laid before

that houfe ; and was carried, upon a divifion, by

a great majority, though ftrenuoufly oppofed by

feveral gentlemen in high pofts under the govern-

ment j amongft whom Henry Bilfon Legge, Efq;

4 the
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tTie Chancellor and Under-Treafurer of his Majefty's A -
D -

Exchequer, and William Pitt, Efq; Pay-Mafter of

his Majefty's forces, are faid to have diftinguifhed

themfelves, on the part of their country.

His Majefty, when he received the addrefs of

the Houfe of Commons, gave the following an-

fwer. " Gentlemen ! I thank you for this dutiful His Ma-

and loyal addrefs. You may be affured, although fwer to

I wifh for nothing more than a fafe and honour- JjJL*
*

able accommodation, I am determined to protect

and maintain the valuable and undoubted rights

and pofTeflions of my crown. Your affurances,

that you will afiift me in the defence of my fo-

reign dominions, if they mould be attacked, on

account of the meafures I am purfuing for the true

intereft of thefe kingdoms, are fuch proofs of your

affection to me, and of your regard to my honour,

as give me the greateft fatisfaction."

How triumphant foever the court enjoyed this National

j u • • • i- u
dlfSuft'

advantage by a majority in parliament, the country

conceived a very mean opinion of the miniftry,

efpecially of Henry Fox, Efq; who, three days

before the fefTion was opened, had fucceeded Sir Mr. Fox

Thomas Robinfon, in the office of one of his Ma- fstats>.

y

jelly's principal Secretary's of State, and was em-

powered by his Majefty to manage his intereft in

parliament. The nation's attention was immedi-

ately fixed upon this new minifter ; and they made

him refponfible for the addrefies above-mentioned,

and for an intention to involve his country in a

continental war, to the prejudice of our national

Intereft. Which difcontent was heightened very

P ^ fccm
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A. D. foon after by a draught from Rufiia, for a part of
I7SS#

the fubfidy agreed for in the late treaty with the

Czarina; and not yet provided for by parlia-

ment : and therefore it was refufed by part of the

miniftry.

His artful The minifter took uncommon pains, even from
conduit.

one mernber's houfe to another, to divide the

country party, and even to condemn in private

converfation the meafures he was purfuing in par-

liament, and to pledge his honour for the up-

rightnefs of his intenfions, and his averfion to

continental connections. But, when no art was

powerful enough to conceal the fallacy of his heart,

he was refoived to try what might be done by re-

moving the patriots from all (hare and pods in the

government. Accordingly Henry Biifon Legge,

Efq-, and William Pitt, Efq-, were difmifled from

their employments, for diftinguiihing themfelves

on the part of their country, in the late parlia-

mentary debate j and Sir George Lyttleton was

made Chancellor of the Exchequer s
. But, neither

did

s There was a new commifTion for the Treafury, confifting

of the Duke of Newcaftle, the Earl of Darlington, Sir George

Lyttleton, Thomas Hay and Robert Nugent, Efq; But fuch

was the ficklenefs of the times, that on the 1 6th of November

the Earl of Darlington and Mr. Hay were removed from the

Treafury,- and appointed Pay-Mafters-General in the room of

Mr. Pitt. Earl Gower was fworn of the Privy-Council and

made Keeper of the Privy-Seal ; the Duke of Marlborough

made Mailer-General of the Ordnance. Lord Anfon, Sir

William Rowley, William Ponfonby, Thomas Villiers, Ed-

ward Bofcawen, Richard Edgecumbe, Efq; and Lord Bate-

man, were conflicted Lords of the Admiralty.

This
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did this violent fcheme anfwer his expectations. A. D.

Neither places, penfions, nor power were the ob- 17)5 '

jects of a patriotic heart. The great men, dif- Patriotifin

placed for their virtue, perfevered in their endea-
rev,ve<1,

vours to prevent the fatal confequences of a war,

on the continent, prejudicial to our national in-

tereft. So that, when the treaties of Ruflia and

Hefle came before parliament, they did not re-

ceive the fanclion of thofe houfes, without very

warm debates •, and feem to have received the ap-

probation of the Houfe of Commons, only to pre-

ferve his Majefty's honour, and to defend thofe

countries, which might be attacked merely on ac-

count of our quarrel with France.

Without doors the nation rang with thefe or Their ar-

the like expreflions.—The quarrel with France, at sument -

prefent, is not for any of thofe ruinous motives,

which have kindled fo many bloody wars, in fup-

port of foreign ftates ; nor for dominion •, nor ex-

tent of territory •, but for extent and protection of

trade : It is whether the trading gtnius of Great

Britain or France (hall prevail I It is whether Great

Britain, or France, mail rule the main ?

France has taken meafures to rum our trade -

and navigation. They have ufurped upon thofe

territories, by which our naval power and our

trade are fupported. What therefore have we to

do ? But to prepare in time for a vigorous, and,

perhaps, a long war ; to keep our fleets out con-

This was called the miniftry, with Mr. Fox at the head ;

bat few of them were coniulted in the adminiftraiion of the

moll important affairs.

P 4 ftantly;
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a. D. ftantly ; to fupply our people abundantly with
* 755 " provifions, ftores, and money •, a great deal of

which muft be wanted to carry on a war in Ame-
rica: and therefore, it is to be hoped, that we

fhall not wantonly and unprofitably fquander it

away in Germany. It is not meet we fhould take

the childrens bread and caft it to the dogs. What,

then, in the name of common fenfe, can be the

meaning of hiring troops in Germany, or Rufila?

To pretend that they are for our affiftance, is an

impofition upon the common understanding of

mankind.

Howevad- In order to quiet thefe clamours, the march of

a large body of French troops down to their

coafts, fumifhed the minifterial agents, with an

artificial argument, to terrify the people into a

better opinion of the fubfidiary treaties. They

ventured to fay, that thefe fubfidiary troops were

not only intended originally, but would foon be

found neceffary, and imported, for the defence

of our idand againft a French invafion, to be

carried into execution by flat-bottomed boats, and

fuch ridiculous, incredible veffels. But, argu-

ments, that work only on our fears, and don't

conciliate a confidence and affection, feldom pre-

vail in fettling the mind.

Supplies Yet, while the nation was agitated by the ter-

raced by
rors Qf an j nva fion and bv the apprehenfions of

paiiia- ' ' » r

mem. a war in the hands of a minifhry, obnoxious for

their flattery about the throne, and for their attach-

ment to continental meafures, the Houfe of Com-
mons agreed to the fupplies for the enfuing year,

and
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and provided for the deficiencies of the provifion A. D.

for the former year. The houfe voted ' 50,000
J755 *

feamen, including 9138 marines, and 34,263 fol-

diers. In January following they voted ten new

regiments of foot, and eleven troops of light dra-

goons, befides the former. They likewife voted

298,5341. 17 s. iod. ~ for the maintenance of

forces already in our American colonies ; and

79,9151. 6s. od. for fix regiments of foot from

Ireland, to ferve in North America and the Eaft

Indies. 15,0001. gratuity to New England for

faithful fervices, and 5000 1. to Sir William John-

fon in particular. 20,000 1. to the King of Pruffia;

121,4471. 2s. 6d. for Hanoverian forces.

The warlike preparations in South France be-

gan about this time to attract the attention of all

Europe. And it was with fome degree of confi-

dence reprefefited to be intended again ft Minorca.

But this information was totally difregarded by our

miniftry, which affected to interpret all the motions

of the French in every part of their kingdom, to be

deftined either again ft the Britifh ifles, or our plan-

tations in America, or againft Hanover. By incul-

cating and perfuading the fir ft report amongft the

well-meaning people, they prepared them to ac-

quiefce to the mealures of the court •, and by the

fecond they endeavoured to reconcile the difiike

1 On the 24th of November 175^. About this time the

Efperance man of war failing from Rochfort to Breft, to be

completely manned, was taken, with 300 men on board, and

79 guns, by the Orford, Captain Stevens, after three hours

engagement, and brought into Plymouth.

' the
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A. D. the Engliih had to the fubfidiary forces to cover
1755 ' his Majefty's electoral dominions.

Ministerial The minifter drove on Jehu-like by his majority
condua.

jn t^e houfe . ancj j t0 gjve ^Q better proof of

his principles, he carried fuch affairs, as under

another miniftry would have given him a real caufe

to inveigh againft their arbitrary proceedings.

For, in the act for the more fpeedy manning of

A danger- his Majefty's navy, he had this claufe added, That

added to

6
tne commiffioners impowered under this act

the navy " might order, wherever and whenever they
bill.

," pleafed, a general fearch to be made for fuch

" perfons (there defcribed) in order to their being

" brought before them to be examined : that the

" parifh and town-officers might, without any

" fuch order, fearch for and fecure fuch perfons,

** in order to convey them before the faid com-
ic miflioners to be examined : and that when fuch

M perfon or perfons were judged by the recruiting

" officer to be fit for his Majefty's fervice, he or

" they mould be deemed a lifted foldier, and

" committed to a place of fafety or to a public

lt prifon." By a new claufe added to the act for

extending the maritime laws to America, a re-

cruiting officer was impowered to enlift and detain

an indented fervant, though his mafter mould re-

claim him, upon paying lb much as two juftices

of the peace mould allow. Both which claufes, in

the hands of a wicked and enterprizing admini-

ftratvon, might have been made fuch ufe of, as

would have undermined the bill of rights, and

been inconfiitent with that fecurity, which is pro-

vided
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vided by our happy conftitution for the liberty of A. D.

the fiibjea.
f 7S5-

But this was not all : the very minifter, who Foreign

pleaded the fupport of Hanover and our German
bJJJjjl,

allies for taking German and Ruffian troops into intoEng-

11 r • r • land.

Britiih pay, made the terrors of an invafion, in-

dultrioufly propagated for minifterial purpofes,

the prop of that difgraceful, and dangerous mea-

fure of calling over Hanoverian and Heffian

troops to defend England from the attempts of

the French : by which Hanover and HefTe were

left expofed to the danger of the French army, as

had been fuggefted both from the throne and in

the debates on the fubfidiary treaties : and Eng-

land, fufficiently fecure by a powerful army of her

own children, was put under the protection of

foreign troops. Mr. Fox, by a meffage from his

Majefty, got both the houfes to approve of his

requifition and bringing over a body of Heflian

troops u
, and then to addrefs his Majefty to bring

a body of Hanoverians w over alfo, into this king-

dom. And accordingly thefe foreign troops, not-

withftanding all the pretended fears of fome peo-

ple for Hanover, &c. were landed in England %

u The parliament granted for the charge of 6544. foot,

with the general officers and train of artillery, from Feb. 23,

1756, to Dec. 24 following, together with the fubfidy pm-
fuant to treaty, 163,3571, 9s. 9a

1

.

w The parliament granted for the charge of 8605 foot, with

the general officers, train of artillery and hofpital, from May

II, 1756, to December 24 following, 121,4471. 2s. 6d.

x Eight thoufand Heffian foot and nine hundred horfe, landed

at Southampton, on the 15th of May. Ten thoufand Hano-

verians landed the 2ift of May at Chatham.

within
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A. D. within the courfe of one month. Such expedi-
I755

' tion, and fo little need of foreign troops to guard

Creates our coafts, created great jealoufies; and made

fafmef"""
tne PeoP^e °f England more afraid of their mili-

tary friends, than the hoftilities of an open ene-

my ; dreading, from the fpecimen of thofe acts

of parliament, which ftruck at the root of the

fubjects liberty, that thefe forces might be called

in to enable the miniftry to proceed to more vio-

lent meafures. But under fo good and gracious

a King, as then reigned, his fubjects had reafon

to hope for better things, and thefe defpotic acts

ierved only to bring fuch an odious adminiftration

to a fudden end.

Pacific Several pafTages both in his Majefty's fpeech,

meafures ancj ÎS an fwers to the addreffes of his parliament,
pretentSeu r '

by the feemed to leave the French fome hopes of fuccefs

court. by way of negotiation ; if not to fettle affairs

amicably, yet to amuie the Britifh court, till they

might be perfectly prepared to execute their im-

portant fchemes. We are indulged in this fup-

pofition by that extraordinary correfpondence car-

ried on between the two crowns, during the re-

cefs of parliament, at Chriftmas •, which pro-

duced the following letter, from M. Rouille, mi-

ni (ler and fecretary of (late for foreign affairs, to

Mr. Fox, fecretary of ftate to the King of Eng-

land ; dated Verfailles, 21ft of December.

S I R,

M. Rou- T? T command of the King my majier, I have the

to m. Fox.
honour to fend your excellency the following me-

morial) tiff.

" The
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** The King is able to demonstrate to the whole A D.

vmiverfe, by authentic proofs, that it is not owing

to his Majefty that the differences relating to Ame-
rica, have not been amicably accommodated.—
The King, being molt fincerely dcfirous to main-

tain the public peace, and a good underftanding

with his Britannic Majefty, carried on the nego-

tiation relative to that fubject, with the molt un-

referved confidence and good faith. The affur-

ance of the King of Great Britain's difpofition to

peace, which his Britannic Majefty and his mini-

flry were conftamly repeating both by word of

mouth and in writing, were fo formal and precife,

that the King could not, without reproaching him-

felf, entertain the leaft fufpicion of the fincerity of

the court of London's intentions. It is fcarce

poffible to conceive how thefe affurances can be

reconciled with the orders for hoftilities, given in

November 1754, to General Braddock, and in

April 1755, to Admiral Bofcawen. The at-

tack and capture, in July lad, of two of the

King's fhips in the open fea, and without a decla-

ration of war, was a public infult to his Majefty's

flag; and his Majefty would have immediately

manifested his juft refentment of fuch an irregular

and violent proceeding, if he could have imagined

that Admiral Bofcawen acted by the orders of his

court. For the fame reafon the King fufpended,

at firft, his judgment of the piracies, that have

been committed for feveral months by the Eng-

lish men of war, on the navigation and commerce

of his Majefty's fubjects, in contempt of the law

of



: 2 2 The GENERAL HISTORY of

•A. D. f nations, the faith of treaties, the ufages eftab-
1755. . .

lifhed among civilized nations, and the regard

they rec'procally owe to one another. The fenti-

ments of his Britannic Majefty gave the King

room to expect, that at his return to London, he

would difevow the conduct of his admiralty and

naval officers, and give his Majefty a fatisfaction

proportionate to the injury and the damage.—But

feeing that the King of England, inftead of pu-

nifhing the robberies committed by the Englifli

navy, on the contrary encourages them, by de-

manding from his fubjects frefh fupplies againft

France •, his Majefty would fall fliort in what he

owes to his own glory, the dignity of his crown,

and the defence of his people, if he deferred any

longer the demanding of a fingle reparation for

the outrage done to the French flag, and the da-

mage done to the King's fubjects.

His Majefty, therefore, thinks proper to apply

directly to his Britannic Majefty, and demand

from him immediate and full reftitution for the

French fhips, as well men of war, as merchant-

men, which, contrary to all law, and all decorum,

have been taken by the Englifti navy •, and of all

the officers, foldiers, mariners, guns, ftores, mer-

chandize, and in general of every thing belonging

to thefe vefiels.

The King will always chufe to owe to the King

of England's equity, rather than to any thing

elfe, that fatisfaction, which he hath a right to

demand : and all the powers in Europe will un-

doubtedly fee in this ftep, which he hath deter-

mined
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mined to take, a new and ftriking proof of that A. D.

invariable love of peace, which directs all his
' 75 ''

counfels and refolutions.—If his Britannic Ma-

jefty orders reftitution of the vefTels in queftion,

the King will be difpofed to enter into a negocia-

tion for that further fatisfaction, which is legally

due to him, and will continue defirous, as he hath

always been, to have the difcufiions relating to

America determined by an equitable and folid

accommodation. But if, contrary to all hopes,

the King of England (hall refufe what the King

demands, his Majefty will regard this denial of

juftice, as the molt authentic declaration of war,

and as a formed defign in the court of London,

to difturb the peace of Europe."
,

Mr. Fox fent to M. Rouille the following

anf\ver y
, dated at Whitehall, January 13, 1756,

by his Majefty's command.

S I R,

I Received on the 3d inftant, the letter dated the Mr. Fox's

A
2 1 ft paft, with which your excellency honoured anfwer -

me, together with the memorial fubjoined to it.

I immediately laid them before the King my maf-

ter ; and by his command I have the honour to

inform your excellency, that his Majefty continues

defirous of preferving the public tranquillity : but

though the King will readily confent to an equi-

f In French, ill becoming the firft minifler of Hate in the

Britifh court.

table
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•A. D. table and folid accommodation, his Majefty can-
l '^'

not: grant the demand that is made of immediate

and full reftiturion of all the French veffels, and

whatever belongs to them, as the preliminary con-

dition of any negociation ; his Majefty having

taken no ftep, but what the hoftilities begun by

France, in a time of profound peace, (of which

he hath the mod authentic proofs) and what his

Majefty owes to his own honour, to the defence of

the rights and pohrflions of his crown, and the fe-

curity of his kingdoms, rendered juft and indif-

penfible. I have the honour to be, &c.

Remaiks The incongruity of this correfpondence between
ontbiscor-

t natjons f far engaged in hoftilities, as Great
relpord- do '

ence. Britain and France were at this time, would not

permit his Britannic Majefty to anfwer M. Rou-

ble's letter other wife, than by his fecretary of

ilate, and required ibme method to take off the

difagreeable apprehenfions, which it began to dif-

fufe amongft the people, already diffatisfied with

die pacific conduct of the miniftry, and to ex-

pofe to the feveral courts of Europe, the falfhood

of the imputations and fads therein contained.

Therefore the miniftry caufed remarks to be made

on the principal articles of its contents ; which

were published and difperfed at all the courts of

Europe.

The Bri- In the firi! place; it is therein remarked, That

ttry^rel" whatever may have been, or are now, the fenti-

marks on mcnts f the moft Chrillian King, with regard to
M. Rou- ° ...
ille's me- the differences concerning North America, it is

unlucky,
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unlucky, that the conduct of the court of Ver- A. D.

failles, towards Great Britain, mould correfpond 1Js6 '

fo ill to the difpofition, which M. Rouille's memo-
rial afcribes to his mod Chriftian Majefty, and to

the profefiions of good faith and unreferved con-

fidence, with which, it was pretended, the nego-
tiation was, on their part, carried on b

. And if it

be from the courfe of this negociation, " that the
" authentic proofs, are to be drawn, by which
" the raoft Chriftian King is able to demonftrate
" to the whole world, that it is not owing to
" him, that the differences in queftion have not
" been amicably accommodated," it may not be
improper to touch upon fome parts thereof, and
fhew that every fad bears witnefs to his Britannic

-Majefty 's moderation.

For, in the month of January 1756, the French,

ambaffador returned to London, and made great

proteftations c of his court's fincere defire, finally

and fpeedily to adjufl: all difputes between the two
crowns concerning America : and notwithstanding

the extraordinary preparations, which were known
to be making at that time in the ports of France,

her ambaffador propofed, " That before the ground
*' and circumftances of the quarrel mould be en-
" quired into, pofitive orders fhould be immedi-
" ately fent to our refpedive governors, forbid-

ding them to undertake any new enterprize, or

? proceed to any ad of hoftility ; and enjoining

b See the proofs produced by the commifiaries, on p. 49.
&c. and p. 84, Sec.

c See page 121.

Vol. I. Q_ "them,
5
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A
- D. " them, on the contrary, to put things, without

" delay, with regard to the lands on the Ohio,
" on the fame footing that they were, or ought to

" have been, before the late war, and that the

" refpective claims fhould amicably be referred to

" the commiflioners at Paris, that, the two courts

" might terminate the differences by a fpeedy ac-

" commodation."

The court of London immediately declared its

readinefs to confent to the propofed ceffation of

hofrilities, and that all the points in difpute might

be difcuffed and terminated by the minifters of

the two crowns : but on this fpecial condition,

That all the poffefiions in America mould previ-

oufly be put on the foot of the treaty of Utrecht,

confirmed by that of Aix-la-Chapelle. Where-

fore, the King of Great Britain propofed, " That
" the poiTeflion of the lands on the Ohio, (houjd

" be reftored to the footing it was on, at the con-

" clufion of the treaty of Utrecht, and agreeable

" to the ftipulations of the faid treaty, which
4< was renewed by that of Aix-la-Chapelle-, and

" moreover that the other poiTeffions in North
" America fnould be reftored to the fame con-
wt

dition, in which they actually were at the

" figning of the faid treaty of Utrecht, and agree-

" able to the ceflions and ftipulations therein ex-

" preffed ; and then the method of informing the

" relpeftive governors, and forbidding them to

" undertake any new enterprize or a& of hoftility,

" might be treated of-, and the claims of both
<c

parties referved to be fpeedily and finally adjufted

"in
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" in an amicable manner between the two courts.

5 * A. D
That is to fay, the French mould repair the injury 1?s6 '

done by open force, before the parties fhould en-
ter into treaty about the claim of right ; after which
the pofTelTions of both parties might be fettled on
the foot of a definitive agreement.

To this equitable expedient to divert the horrors
of an open war, the French amballador was fo far
from agreeing, that he ferioufly delivered a kind
of reply, which at bottom was only a repetition

of his firfr. propofal. However, to foften the af-

fair, he produced, at the fame time, full powers
from his court to treat, conceived in very fpecious
and polite terms : though the effects were as little

correfpondent thereto, as before, France, like-

wife, foon after delivered a draught of a prelimi-
nary convention, which was nothing more than
the firfl propofal enlarged. This, added to what
was doing on the coaft of France, was too plain
to deceive any. Therefore, England would by no
means agree to a convention, which fhould leave
France in poiTeffion of all fhe had acquired by her
violences and usurpations ; the precife grievance
Great Britain complained of: and, after the expi-
ration of which, we fhould have been juft where
we were, when that convention was figned.

A draught of a counter-convention was after-

wards delivered to the ambaffador, containing an
offer of the mod moderate terms, being confined
to thofe points only, which were his Majefty's
indifpenfible right, and effential to the fecurity of
his colonies.—To this France did not vouchfafe

Q^2 to
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A. D. to make any anfwer, and her ambaffador was autho-

rifed only to hear what was faid to him about the

affair, but to make no propofals. In fine, after

a long feries of evafions, in which the ceffation of

hoftilities was continually recurred to, the ambaf-

fador inftead of receiving instructions to enter into

a negociation upon the counter-convention above-

mentioned, was ordered to demand, as a previous

condition, that England mould defift from three

points, which made a principal part of the fubject

in difpute, viz.

I. The fouth part of the river St. Lawrence,

and the lakes, that difcharge themfelves into that

river.

II. The twenty leagues of country demanded

along the bay of Fundi : and,

III. The lands between the Ohio and Oubecho.

The difcuffions, with which this extraordinary

piece was followed, and during which France

muffled, at every turn, concluded with a memorial

prefented by the French ambaffador, in which was

treated the affairs of the iflands, as well as that of

North America. This alfo was anfwered by a

very ample piece, that refuted the memorial article

by article, and fully justified the terms of the

counter-convention. But the French ambaffador's

fudden departure, about this time, prevented any

reply.

Secondly, it is remarked, that notwithstanding

the meafures taken to defend our rights and pro-

perty in North America, both by lea and land,

and the captures, which were made in July laft,

purlu-
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purfuant thereunto, his Britannic Majefty's afTur- A. D.

ances, of his pacific difpofition, given to France,

were as honeft and fmcere, as they were formal

and preciie : and he muft have condemned him-

ielf, had he carried them To far, as to endanger

the poiTefiions of his crown, and the fafety of his

people, to purchafe the friendfliip of France.

It is to no purpofe that France gives the epithet

of beftile to the orders and inftructions given to

General Braddock and Admiral Bofcawen. She

would be glad to draw a veil over the hoftilities

committed by France in America, from the peace

of Aix-la-Chapelle to the date of thole orders.

For almoft from the very inftant of figning that

treaty
d
, and even at the opening of the commif-

fion
c
, which in confequence of it was eftablifhed

at Paris, for the affairs of America; France dif-

trufted before hand her right ; and, fetting up

for the judge, as well as the party, in her own

dilpute, cauied the province of Nova Scotia to be

invaded, and, after a feries of open hoftilities

againft the inhabitants, the King's fubjects erected

three forts in the heart of that province ; and, if

fhe had not been prevented, was prepared and

ready to deftroy the new fettlement at Hallifax.

The like hoftilities were committed, at the fame

time, againft his Majefty's lands and fubjects on

the Ohio and the Indian lakes ; where France,

without any Ihadow of right, forbid the Englifh

to trade, leized them by force, and lent them

d See p. 22, 25, 41.
e See p. 18, 33, 43, 45, 49.

Q^ 3 prifoners
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A.D. prifoners
f
to France ; invaded the territories of

75
.

• Virginia, attacked a fort, which covers its fron-

tier, and to fecure their ufurpations, erected, with

an armed force, a chain of forts on the lands they

had invaded.

If his Majefty could have thought, that the

governors of Canada acted by orders of their

court, he would have been intitled to repell thefe

hoftilities with that vigour, which the cafe re-

quired. He contented himfelf with complaining

to the court of France ! but with fo little effect:,

that the French miniftry, not fatisfied with not

anfwering, gave on this occafion a very fingular

inftance of their honefty : for in fpite of thefe

complaints made by the Earl of Albemarle, (in

confequence of an order from his Majefty) par-

ticularly by an exprefs memorial delivered in May

1752 s
, France had afterwards the modefty to

alledge, that England had never complained of

thefe proceedings, and confequently had nothing

to find fault with.

At laft the King's patience being worn out by

the continuance of thefe violences, he found him-

felf obliged to provide for the fecurity and de-

fence of his lubjects. Yet, notwithstanding the

juft reafons he had for proceeding to extremities,

he added, to his many years forbearance, a fignal

proof of his moderation in the fmallnefs of the

iuccours he fent to America, which confifted only

of two battalions of 500 men each, eicorted by

* Sep p. 45. s See this memorial at large on p. 45, &c.

tWQ
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two frigates : and in the orders given to the A - D
commanding officer, which were to diflodo-e the

* 7s6 '

invaders of the King's territories, there is nothing
in thefe fads irreconcileable with the affurances

given of his Majeity's difpofition towards peace.

It is the invafion made by France, and the vio-

lences that attended it, which are hoftik : and it

never can be unlawful to repel an ao-oreifor.

Therefore to make out the pretended infult

offered to his moft Chriftian Majefty's flag, France
is obliged to invert the order of things.

°
She af-

fects to take the confequence and effect for the
caufe

; and alledges, as the principal affair, what
was only acceflary, and proceeded from it; taking
occafion from the fmall fuccours General Brad°
dock carried to America, to make the fending of
thofe fuccours, the rife of the troubles in that part
of the world. France equips a fleet of a very
alarming force, and the King, in confequence
thereof, is obliged to make proportionable arma-
ments. France fends that fleet to North Ame-
rica, (with three times the number of troops car-
ried to the fame continent by General Braddock)
in order for her commanders to i'upport the adfcs

of violence already committed, and to add new
ones.

Now the fame law, the fame principle of de-

fence, which authorifes the refiftance of an invader,

equally authorifes the preventing of the part at-

tacked, from being over- powered by fo formid-

able a reinforcement
: it was therefore very natural

to expect, that the King would provide for the

Q.. 4 protec-



2 5 2 The GENERAL HISTORY of

•A- D - teclion and fafety of his fubjects, by hindering

175 the landing of fo powerful an armament in North

America, and endeavour to preferve his American

fettlements from total ruin.

The fame motive of felf-defence hath forced

the King to feize the French fhips and failors, in

order to deprive the court of France of the means

of making a defcent ; with which their minifters

in all the courts of Europe have threatned Eng-*

land. A menace, which is the molt fignificative

to England, as it hath been accompanied or pre-

ceded by the precipitate recall of the minifters of

France at London and Hanover ; by the march

and cantonment of large bodies of troops on the

coafts of Flanders and the channel ; and they

publicly avowed the re-eftablifhment of the port

of Dunkirk h
.

For the reft : it is hard to imagine why the

French mould conceive the King ought to difavow

h In Auguft 1755, the Rifbank, a very ftrong battery, on

the right hand fide going into the harbour, was reltored to its

original ftrength, or better fortified, though expreily contrary

to the flipulations of the treaty of Utrecht and Aix-la-Cha-

pelle. It was built entirely new in form of a half moon,

mounting 22 cannon, facing the mouth of the harbour, with

embrafuiss for feveral more ; and many men were flill em-

ployed on that part of the fortification. On the other fide of

the harbour they were erecting a large rampart for a battery

of 50 or 60 cannon, facing the fea : 2coo men were then

employed to finifh it with all expedition, and was to be called

tiie Bavarian Battery. They were alfo repairing the fluices

in order to form a back-wa^er for cleaning and deepening the

harbour.

the
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the conduct of his officers, who acted by his or- A. D
ders : or why they fhould wonder at his Majefty's I7S

demanding the neceflary fuppiies from his Subjects

to enable him to fruftrate the ambitious and un,-

juftifiable views of France.

How can that court pretend to be furprifed at

the acts of violence it complains of, after the

court of Great Britain had, during the whole

courfe of the negociation, constantly rejected the

propofals made by France for a fufpenfion of arms,

unlefs it were preceded by a restitution of the pof-

fefTions taken by open force from England ? A
condition, to which the court of Versailles would

never agree. This was informing that court very

plainly, what method the King propofed to take,

in order to obtain his juft right.

For thefe juft and valid reafons the King rejected

the peremptory demand contained in the memo-

rial figned by M. Rouille : and to avoid taking

notice of the terms made ufe of in it, which

fhock common decency, his Majefty caufed a

fhort and negative anfwer to be made to it, in the

form of a letter, written by Mr. Fox, his Secretary

of ftate : and he is the more determined not to

admit what France demands, as a preliminary

condition, prior to any negociation, as it appears

from this very memorial, that after granting it,

he would be as far as ever from obtaining an

equitable and folid accommodation with refpect to

the injuries he has fuffered for feveral years. And
it does not appear how his Majefty's refolution to

defend his American dominions, and hinder France

g
from

233
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A. t>. from infulting his kingdoms, can be conftrued in

*75 6 - France Co be a denial of juftice, and a formed

defign in the King of Great Britain to difturb the

peace of Europe.

Br ;tiai
However, in confequence of that memorial and

fobje&s ]yj r# pox '

s anfwer, the French King's orders were
ordered to °
depart publifhed, at Dunkirk, for all Britifh fubjecls to

France, leave his dominions, before the firft of March, ex-

cept fuch as might obtain his permiffion to re-

main. Another edict was publifhed at the fame

time, inviting his moil Chriftian Maieflv's fubiects
Privateers

.

D
.

J J J

ordered to fit out privateers, promifing a premium of forty

couraged Hvrcs for every gun, and as much for every man,

t>y France.
t jiey mjght ta|^e on board the enemy's fhips ; with

a further promife, that in cafe peace mould be

concluded loon, the King would purchafe his faid

privateers at their prime coft.

Purtuant to the above orders, the Englifh vef-

fiiips nized fels in the feveral ports of France were feized, and
»" P01t -

tjiejr crews fen t to prifon.

Whatever might be the real motive for this

correfpondence, it outwardly appeared, on the part

of Britain, to be countenanced by the apprehen-

fions the minifiry had all along entertained, and

affected to entertain, of an invaficn j and, on the

part of the French to prolong our neglect of ar*

maments for the Mediterranean , where now they

had determined to (hike that great blow, Co long

Remarks threatened againft Great Britain. For, though

on the fe- our agents, confuls and ambafTadors at Paris,
vera! pieces a > *

qfinteiii- Carthagena, Turin, &c. perpetually represented

cSnSig°°n iri tne ftrongeft terms the naval and military pre-

invafjoii. paratiqrts
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parations at Toulon •, though Mr. Banks at Car- A. D.

thagena had informed the miniftry, on the 27th
* 75

of Auguft, that thefe preparations were exprefly

making againft Minorca : the French, by their

-emiffaries in Holland, &c. and by their move-

ments on the coaft of the Britifh channel, and

fometimes by counter orders at Toulon, endea-

voured to draw off their attention from the main

object. The French knowing the foible of their

neighbours, to be terrified with every motion

they mould make on the coaft of the Channel,

played off their old political engine of an inva-

sion fo effectually, that they dampt the Britifh

fire, which a few months before had threatened

deftruction to the navigation of France ; and made

the miniftry focool, that they feemed unconcerned,

what became of the important tenures of their

matter's crown in the Mediterranean.

It is true that there was a report ' of the Pre-

tender's being at Paris : but the fame advice re-

marked, that it wanted confirmation : that an

embarkation was intended for Scotland : that the

Bred fquadron was ordered to continue in the

road : that the French miniftry were extreme bufy Dunkirk

in repairing the fortifications of Dunkirk, and
repaired *

that there were fixteen battalions in and about

that town, befides feven companies of marines.

But there could be nothing fo terrible in all thefe

appearances, as to engage the whole attention of

the Britifh miniftry, and our chief ftrength at fea,

1 September the 16th, 1755.

to
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A. D. to wait upon their motions. For, other letters

17 >
6,

on the 30th of the fame month informed, That

fn°inva-

°

f
t

'10Ugn a^ trie grenadiers in the French garrifons

Cow. had orders to be ready to march, and the troops

at Dunkirk were flill encamped, the infantry,

which are the only troops for an expedition againft

this ifland, had begun their march into winter

quarters, and the cavalry were gone into Britany,

French-Comte and Burgundy. A natural difpo-

fition for covering their own coafts againft a defcent

from Britain •, but very improper to be interpreted

a difpofition for invading an ifland, whofe bul-

warks are the ocean, and whofe cities and towns

ate without walls and fortifications. Had the

French ever intended to invade us, they would

have kept their infantry, and not their cavalry

upon the coaft.

Arma- The advices in the courfe of the month of Oc-

Toulon, tober, confirm the armament's deftination from
and their Xoulon againd Minorca or Gibraltar. And from
dcluna- °
tiojv, thole advices it appears, with great perfpicuity,

that the French obferved an exact uniformity of

conduct in their ports of the Mediterranean ;

ibmetimes in a hurry; at other times fhewing by

way of feint, a flacknefs in their armaments, or

a diftant intention ; but never lofing fight of their

real object, and making as much difpatch, as the

nature of their expedition and the feafon of the

year would permit. In which they difcovered

great policy and oeconomy •, confounding our in-

telligence, and expending no more of the public

money than was neceflary, till the time of action

fhould
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ihould difcover their real defign •, while in the A - D -

northern provinces they induftrioufly kept up the
75

report and appearance of an embarkation. But

how could people be (6 infatuated with fuch an

improbability, weighing all circumftances ? Be-

fides, the mod penetrating intelligence received

on the 20th of October, by Lord Holdernefs,

ought to have rectified all fuch vague k
fuppofi-

tions, founded on no better authority than hear-

fay. " No court, faid that correfpondent, was

" ever in a more cruel fituation than that of

" France ; they have been led into a war by the

" repeated aiTu ranees given them by the Duke
" de Mirepoix, That however angry the Englifh

" nation was, the King and his miniftry would

" not enter into a war. As this was credited by

k Is it not amazing, that a perfon in the capacity of Ad-

miral Smith, than whom nobody could be fuppofed to under-

ftand the requifites for embarkation and convoying troops,

deftined for a defcent upon an ifland better, fhould hearken to,

and tranfmit to the admiralty, his own apprehenfions of the

truth of a report, which forr.e French emiftary had impofed

upon him, That the defcent was to be made with ioo.coo

troops : which would require more vefiels to bring them over,

than all their nation could then furnifh; and a better Rationed

and equipped navy to convoy them, than the few fhips of war

at Breft and Rochfort, whofe courfe down the channel to Ca-

lais and Dunkirk, muft be expofed to the Britifli fleets at Ply-

mouth, Portfmouth, and at the mouth of the Thames. How
Admiral Smith could be fo credulous on this occafion is be-

yond comprehenfion : for, about a month after, he aflures the

lords of the admiralty, That there was no movement in the

French ports of Dunkirk, &c. that indicated an embarka-

tion.

" the

237
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A. D. " the French council in general, they took theif

*7S • « rneafures in confequence, and were never more
" furprized than when the news came of our

" taking the two French mips in America."

No fears of That the French King and his miniftry were

fion'

nVa
Sreatty en raged there is not the lead doubt.

Neither fhall it be denied that an invafion of Ire-

land and Scotland was propofed. But upon ex-

amination, fo many difficulties arofe that it was

laid afide. However it was refolved to ftrike fome

flroke of great confequence, to indemnify the

French merchants for the lofs of their mips : not

by a new embarkation for America, where their

force was already greatly fuperior to ours, and

which could not be undertaken with bad fhips,

and fcarcity of artillery, men and provilions ; nor

by invading Britain or Ireland ; becaufe they had

neither tranfports for fuch an undertaking, nor

were making other difpofitions in the northern

provinces of their country, that could induce us

to give credit to fuch a report •, but by fome

action in the Mediterranean againft fome place

left unguarded,

invafion In the courfe of the next month, the alarm

E
r

°the n^ °f an invafion increafed, and was rung in every

niftry. body's ears by the minifterial agents and emif-

faries, who in this particular joined heartily in the

delnfive pretences of the enemy. It appears by

the intelligence received at the proper offices, that

without this terror of an invafion was founded upon no

grounds!
better authority yet, than trite accounts of the

Iriih brigade being quartered on the French coaft;

ox"
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©f a few merchantmen detained or laid up in A. D.

Dunkirk and Calais •, of feven frigates lying under
1?5

failing orders in Bred road, for the protection of

their mercantile navigation, and a gafconade to

invade England with a fleet not in their power to

fend to fea, and at the fame time to attack Ha-

nover. Whereas the mod punctual and intelligible

correfpondents declared, That there did not ap-

pear the lead difpofition, nor was there any talk

of an embarkation. For, though different plans

had been propofed, they had all been rejected

:

becaufe, in the firft place, it was impoflible for

them to collect a fufncient number of tranfports

in one or two harbours, as would be neceffary

:

and becaufe the Brefl: fleet, was it in a condition

to put to fea, could not pretend to convoy them

;

for mould that fleet meet the Englifh, either in

going or returning, it would be rifking the v/hole

trade of their country, and expofing both their

fleet and forces to ruin.

Still our miniftry kept the greateft part of their Naval force

naval force inactive; to watch the event of uncer- k5£* m"

'

_
active.

tain, contradictory, and improbable reports, and

paid no regard to the real armaments making at

Toulon -, except we may admit an order for Ge- General

neral Stuart to repair to his command in Minorca, s
,

tuU
j

or*

r ' dered to

given this month, to be an indication of their Minorca,

firft glance towards the defence of the important

fortrefs of Mahon : but even this was done with

fo little grace, that the General could not pro-

cure a palTage to his command till he failed, in

April, with Admiral Byng.

As
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A. D. As the winter advanced, the diligence in the
175 ' port of Toulon flackened ; and this furnifhed va-

armamente rious conjectures, as if the French were inclined

at Toulon, to pacific meafures, and to lay the intended ex-

t^r, pedition afide in the Mediterranean. But yet it

plainly appears, in the midft of that uncertainty,

that the Toulon fquadron, of twelve fhips of the

line, were in iuch forward nefs as required no

oreater expedition at that feafbn, and might be

eafily put to fea, early in the fpring : that, in the

mean time, all diligence was ufed to recruit the

land forces in Provence, and in the neighbouring

provinces : that contracts were made for tranfports,

and that a flricl watch was kept to fecure a fuffi-

cient number of Tailors againft the time of action {«

Nay, our admiralty received letters from Mar-

feilles, dated the 24th of December 1755, which

exprefly faid, That five frigates were ready to put

{to fea, and that twelve fhips of the line were

under orders to be equipped with all expedition,

and would be ready to fail in three weeks, under

the command of M. de la Galifiionere, all the

officers being appointed : which is generally the

laft flep in the equipment of a French fquadron.

Thus every particular, but the pofitive defti-
Its fleftma-

i i

tion how nation of the Toulon fquadron was known ; and

teftttf; '

" *h Q intention to attack Gibraltar or Mahon was

eafily coiIec~ted from their viciualling, for a fhort

time, the number of troops to be embarked, and

1 See Mr. Banks's letter of the 7th of December 1755

and (everal oiher correfpor.dents.

the
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the variety of fmall vefTels taken up for tranfports, A. D.

which were not fit to pafs into the ocean.

However our miniftry continued to give credit Neglefled

to, and to fix their whole attention upon the ad- nJbyJ
im ~

vices of the tranfactions in the north of France

:

from whence Lord Holdernefs produced letters,

dated from the 5th to the 15th of December,

that mentioned great augmentations made to the

militia of Normandy and Picardy, which already vain Pre-

confifted of twenty -two battalions each, and that
tences of

* 'an inva-

nothing was talked of but a declaration of war, Con.

and a refolution to fix the Pretender on the

throne of England, in the March following: that

70 or 80,000 land forces were expected to arrive,

and to be cantoned in the towns and villages near

Dunkirk, to favour a fquadron to be commanded

by M. Bart, tofcour the north feas.

"Whence was a fquadron to be expected fuffi-

cient to face the Britifh navy ? It could not be

from Toulon, for obvious reafons. It could not

be from Brett, nor from Rochfort; becaufe advices

of the firft of December, to that fame noble lord,

exprefly declared, that the fquadrons in thofe ports,

under M. Conflans went on very flowly •, that the

fquadron under M. Perrier confifted only of five

ihips of the line, and four frigates, when com-

pletely equipped ; that there was but one fhip fif-

ing atDunkirk •, and that there was no other mari-

time difpofition in that, or in its neighbouring ports.

It muft be confeffed that fome advices, of the

ninth of this month, related a defign in France,

to fit out every (hip, that could be made capable

Vol. I. R to

6



242 The GENERAL HISTORY or

A. D. to keep the feas, and to divide the whole into two
I7

5 6 - fleets, one at Toulon, the other at Breft; to fall

with force on the Britifh fquadrons difperfed in

fmall numbers •, and in the mean time to make a

powerful invafion with 50,000 men. But, next

day, this formidable gafconade was knocked on

the head by frefh aflurances, That France had no

other views than to gain time : that there were

no difpofitions on the coaft of the Britifh channel

for an embarkation : that eight frigates had failed

from Breft, but were employed only as convoys

to merchantmen : and that there was nothing to

be apprehended of immediate danger or trouble

from the French on that coaft.

Remarks Sum up the whole intelligence, which brings

on ail the us to the conclufion of the year 1755, you will

gence. not be able to find any ground for the minifterial

pannic continually dreaming of, and alarming the

people with the dread of an invafion. How then

ought we to account for that paiTage in his Ma-

jefty's fpeech, where he informs his parliament,

" That from various appearances and preparations

" there was reafon to think, there have been

" formed defigns againfthis kingdoms and domi-

" nions i" except, as a noble Peer, many years at

the head of the law, has taught us, We confider

fuch fpeeches as the language of the miniftry, ra-i

ther than the fentimentsof their royal mafter : and:

then it may create a fufpicion, that this alarming

invafion was a pure minifterial bubble, grafted

upon the political conduct of the enemy, in order!

to raife a prodigious fum of money out of the fears 1

of the people.

On
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On the 4th of February 1756, Mr. Fox re- A - D.

ceived advice, dated the 17th of January, from /5

Mr. Birtles, Conful at Genoa, a port greatly con- flolTofMi~-

ne&ed with Toulon, That the Dukes of Riche- norc* af
:

ccrtained.

lieu and Mirepoix were nominated to command
in Provence, and that it was whifpered, they in-

tended to make a defcent from Toulon, with a

body of troops m
, to furprize the ifland of Mi-

norca. The lords of the admiralty, on the 20th,

received an account of the date of the French

marine as follows

:

At Breft 2 mips of 80 guns

1 of 74
2 of 70

3 °f 64

3 of 5°
1 of 34

State of
the French
marine.

In all 24

At Rochfort 2 mips -of 74 guns

I —



244 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. At Toulon i fhip of 80 guns
'756.

3 of 74

7 of 64

1 • -of 60

4 of 30
2 * 1 of 24

In all 1

8

At Havre 2 fhips of 32 guns 2

Total 57

Minorca The ftate of Minorca did not yet feem to be

lecled

eg" rJgnt ly considered and attended to by the Britilli

court, who fuffered themfelves to be deluded, or

were willingly engaged in the deception of a

French invafion, which after Chriftmas revived

with flronger fymptoms of a determinate refolu-

tion. It was currently reported from the Hague,

that the troops n were to be tranfported in ° flat-

bottomed boats •, that M. de Bellifle was to com-

mand the expedition, who was already with the

Prince de Soubife making their circuit along the

Reports of French coaft : that 80,000 men were marching

fion refut- to Dunkirk, and that M. Perr.ier's iquadron was
cd - falling down into Breit road. But Mr. Jofeph

Cockburn, of the Hunter cutter, having ventured

n One hundred and forty battalions, faid Lord Briftol in

his letter from Turin.

• Seven or eight hundred faid M. Villettes at Bern.

into
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into Breft water in his row boat, 'could fee no A - r>.

more than nine men of war of 50 guns, and un- 7i

der, and fix fail of large merchantmen. Confe-

quently all this talk was calculated by the enemy

only to alarm and diftrefs us. For at this very

juncture the Breft fquadron above-mentioned failed

with a convoy of troops for Canada p
, and not

upon that filly ineffectual errand to cover a fleet

of flat-bottomed boats through the Englifh, in

defiance of the Britifti navy.

The month of February increafed the light into Certain

the deftination of the Toulon armament. Pofitive ^Intend
advice was received \ that preparations were ed imial '°"

1 . ,1 . , . -of Minor-
making to embark 25,000 men, with a train of ca.

artillery, defigned againft Minorca : that the fhips

were hove down, and that they would be ready

to put to fea the middle of March r
. The fame

advice was confirmed very ftrongly from the

Hague s
. And Sir Benjamin Keene, the Englifh From sir

minifter at Madrid, who having given General KecneX-
Blakeney, the commanding officer at Mahon, no-

tice of the French armament, and his apprehen-

fions concerning its deftination, writes to Mr. Fox

J

in thefe pathetic terms :
" The uneafinefs, I feel,

" comes from the approach of an intended attack

p See letter in Lord HolderneuVs office, dated January 31,

1756.

1 On the 26th of February, by the admiralty from Mar-

feilles.

r Ibid, and Conful Birtles, from Genoa.
s So early as the 14th of February.

1 On the 24th of February.

R 3
" oa
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A. D. " on his Majefty's dominions in the Mediterra-
175 ' " nean.— I mean the ifland of Minorca in par-

fi ticular ; being forced to this idea by repeated

" accounts of numbers of troops aflembled at

" Marfeilles, and on the coafts of the Mediter-

f ranean, to be eafily tranfported in fmall veflels,

" under the convoy of twelve capital mips ready

From Cap- " to fail from Toulon." Captain Harvey, of the

vey. Phoenix, then at Mahon, gave notice u of the

fame to the admiralty, and to Lieutenant-Gene-

ral Fowke, commanding at Gibraltar, That the

Toulon expedition was certainly intended againft

Minorca -, that there had been a council of war

called at Mahon, and refolutions taken to prepare

for defence •, but adds, in his letter to General

Fowke, we can do nothing if you do not fend

us fome beef fpeedily •, and that the garrifon was

then in great diftrefs. This intelligence was fol-

lowed by a letter to Mr, Fox, from General

FromGen. Blakeney himfelf, in thefe terms, " I cant't be too

early in acquainting you, Sir, that by different

informations from France and Spain, there is

great reafon to believe the French intend very

fhortly to make an attack upon this ifland—In

confequence I've called a council of war—and we

were unanimoufly of opinion, that confidering who

thefe informations came from, and the reports

every where about, which feemed to tally with

them, this ifland ought, with the greateft fpeed,

to be put in the belt ftate of defence it can:—

u February 7, received March 6th.

and

Blakenev.
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and I am accordingly applying myfelf to every A
- *&

meafure, I think for the fafety and defence of this

place."

Yet nothing feemed to awaken the attention of Neglefted
O by the 1111-

the miniftry for Minorca. The nearer the danger niftiy.

of that illand approached, the more determined

the French endeavoured to make us believe they

intended to invade Britain, thereby to keep our

navy in a ftate of inactivity, till the blow was

ftruck in the Mediterranean. Belleifle's plan was

magnified, which was to alTemble 100,000 men

between Cherburg and Dunkirk, in order to give Terrified

an equal uneafinefs to the fouth and weft parts ofncal

England, and to oblige us to feparate our forces :
fl °

to bring twelve mips of the line and as many fri-

gates from Bred, to facilitate an embarkation of

600 fail of tranfports, each to carry 100 men, to

be piloted by fmugglers of Kent, Suflex and Hamp-
fhire, to three different attacks ; two of which to

be only feints, the real one to be commanded by

the Marfhal in perfon. All which was pretended

to be feafible in a frefli fouth-eafterly wind, a dark

night, a fog, or a flark calm : becaufe in any of

thefe cafes, the Englifh fleet could not come to

prevent their paiTage.

It was further laid, That there were already

collected 140 vefTels of different burdens at Dun-

kirk ; a great convoy of provifions and ammuni-

tion fent to Calais, Dunkirk, &c. from Douay

and other places: that there were 600 flat-bot-

tomed boats in the ports of Britany and Norman-

dy for the fame fervice ; that the Pretender had

R 4 been
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A. D. been at Verfailles fome time, and was to embark
17s6 ' with the M. Belleitle ; that the train of artillery

was prodigious, and the preparations both for de-

fence and offence were immenfe : that they were

determined to execute Belleifle's plan, though they

were fure to lofe all their veffels employed, and

rifk the whole kingdom : but that they hoped,

by their number of boats, and fuperiority of fire

from the heavy cannon, they were to carry, they

might form a fafe pafTage, notwithstanding they

fhould meet with the Englifh fleets ; and that, in

cafe they could land their whole force, they would

march directly to London ; and fecure Portimouth,

with the battering train and the fhips from Breft

and Toulon.

Refuted. Yet if we attend to the following intelligence,

it will be found that ail thefe preparationsand gaf-

conades, were no other than feints on the part of

France : it will appear that there was not near the

like certainty of a refolution to make a defcent on

Great Britain, as there was on Minorca.

The bugbear of the fquadrons fitting out at

Breft was known on the firft of February to

amount to no more than a fquadron under M.
ferrier, to fail to St. Domingo ; another under

M. Beaufremonr, to guard the coafts, and a third

under M. Conflans, to protect theFrench colonies,

So that nothing was to be feared from the naval

power of France in the Channel. The very men-

tion of 100,000 men for the ferviee of a maritime

expedition was enough to deprive it of credit

;

and the fame correfpondents, who transmitted that

intel-
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intelligence, (hewed that they did not believe it to A. D.

be ferious. ' It is believed, faid one, that their
* 756*

motion to the Tea coaft is nothing but an affected

parade of marches and counter-marches.' Or, as

another of the fame date, 5 An army to fkreen

their own coafts from a defcent, and to intimidate

England.'

On the fixth of February it was allured, from

undoubted correfpondents, that neither armament,

nor embarkation was then ordered : that the

troops ordered from the interior parts of France

to the fea coafts, had received counter-orders

:

that every thing for the prefent feemed quiet at

Calais: that neither troops nor velTels of any fort

were collecting at Havre : that all reports of fuch

armaments, as above-mentioned, on that coaft,

were falfe, and that there were no more than

fourteen or fixteen fail of (hipping in that port,

including two frigates on the ftocks, ready to be

launched, and two others of 30 and 40 guns, fent

from Bred, a few days before, to be refitted
w

.

i It is, therefore, very extraordinary that his Hl
-

S Ma_

Majefty was advifed to lend a melTage to the L
efty ,s mef-

T r r **ge to tl,e

Houfe of Lords, on the 23d of this month, fig- parliament

nifying, That he had received repeated advices

from different places and perfons, that a defign r,on

had been formed by the French court, to make

an hoftile invafion upon Great Britain or Ireland ;

and that the great preparations of land forces,

w Captain WhitwelFs Letter to the Admiralty, on the 24th

of February,

fhips,

concernmo:

an inva-
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A. D. fhips, artillery, and warlike flores, that were then
175 ' notorioufly making in the ports of France, oppofite

to the Britifh coafts, left little room to doubt of

the reality of fuch a defign : that he had not only

augmented his forces by fea and land, to put his

kingdoms into a pofture of defence; but that he

had ordered tranfports to bring over hither a body

of Heffian troops, in order further to ftrengthen

Takes no himfelf; without taking the leaft notice of the
notice of . . r , . ... .

the intelli- advices or the intelligence concerning the hoitile

fe,"^
011 " preparations for invading Minorca-, which had

Minorca, been repeated uniformly, continually, and with

greater certainty than any of the advices about the

imaginary invafion of Great Britain or Ireland ; and

without mentioning any meafures taken, or in-

tended, by his mini dry, for its defence.

The time of action drawing nigh, and no pre-

parations of a fleet, nor of an army by the Eng-
Officers lifh, except an order x

for all the abient officers

Minorca, from Minorca, but General Hufke, to oppofe the

Duke of grar,d enterprize undertaken at Toulon ; the Duke
Richelieu f Richelieu, on the road, to take the command
declares

1 1 • 1 1 1 t
his fervice or the embarkation, declared openly, at JLyons,

Minorca. ^at lts deftination was againft Minorca, and to

befiege Mahon.

This intelligence was immediately tranfmitted

from Bern, by M. Villcttes, who had all along

difcouraged the thoughts of fuch an expedition ;

but now adds, That the armaments, then carry-

ing on in the neighbouring provinces of Spain

* Dated the 3d of February 1756, in the war office.

with
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with great activity, gave him room to think that A. D.

the two courts would join their force againft Mi- * 75 *

norca and Gibraltar. He particularly obferved,

That Galifiionere was arrived to take upon him

the command of the fleet : that feven (hips of

the line and five frigates were in the road y
: that

they were fhipping 6000 bombs and 30,000 weight

of bifcuit
z

: that twelve fhips of the line and five

frigates would be ready to fail by the beginning

of April : that four gallies, four xebecks and fe-

ven or eight other vefiels, fit for fuch a fervice,

were ordered to attend the fleet, and to carry the

ammunition and provifions, &c. viz. 2500 oxen,

6000 rations of hay, 6000 fafcines, 1000 barrels

of gunpowder, 12 cannon 36 pounders, 24 of

14 pounders, 8 of 12 pounders, 8 mortars of 12

inches, 6 of 8 inches, befides petards, fufees, &c.

that cloth had been bought at Merfailles for 350

tents : that they ftript the fea and land, and the The readi-

iflands, of their artillery and ammunition, to arm app

s

j n t.

the fleet at Toulon ; and that all thefe (lens, and ™ e?ls f
?
r

r 7 the Toulon
more, left no doubt, but that an attack would expedition.

be made on Mahon ; and that the whole embar-

kation of twenty-three battalions of foot and one

of artillery would be in readine'fs to fail on the

fifth of April. All which was literally true, and

confirmed from all quarters.

In this fituation what did the Britifh miniflry do? Remarks

They had intelligence, from mofl unexceptionable SSa of the

authorities, that there was a real armament at B
'j
tini mi_

niltry.

v On the firft of March. * On the eighth of March.

Toulon
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A. D. Toulon of twelve men of war of the line, five

175
frigates, &c. ready to convoy a powerful army,

openly acknowledged by the enemy to be defigned

againft. Minorca: and they could not be ignorant

of the diftrefs Mahon was in for officers, for men,

for provifions, and almoft every necelTary to de-

fend that fortrefs againft fo powerful, fkilful and

enraged an enemy ; and, confequently, of the

danger of its falling a prey to the French, for want

of a fuperior fleet, to cover the ifland from fuch

A fqua- an attempt. Yet this could work no further upon

dered un- tne miniftry than to procure an order on the 8th
der Adm. f March for ten mips of the line to hold them-
•Byng, tor *

Minorca, felves in readinefs for the Mediterranean. Which

fquadron, on the nth, was put under the com-

mand of Admiral Byng, a good difciplinarian,

but never proved by any fevere fervice, where he

had the chief command ; with an order for him

to take on board the Earl of Effingham, General

Stuart, and other officers, to the number of forty-

two, and fome private men, ordered to their re-

fpective polls and corps at Minorca and Gibraltar.

Thefe (hips were,

Kamilies
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But the order for equipping thefe ten (hips was A. D.

attended with fuch directions, that their departure
r
' 5 *

was protracted till the 6th of April, for want of la
°^.

dc~

men a
; Mr. Byng being 'directed to haflen the

fitting out of the Stirling Caftle, and to complete

her compliment of men, in preference to any other

fhip •, and reftrained from meddling with the men

on board the NafTau, Torbay, Etfex, Prince Fre-

derick and Greyhound, which the Secretary of the

Admiralty faid, were wanted on the moji preffing

fervice, viz. to try to intercept four frigates and a

convoy of forty merchantmen, drove into Havre

by the Windfor , a fervice no ways fo prefling, as

the relief of Minorca

!

What adds to the negligence of the Britifh mi-

nistry, in regard to his Majefty's dominions in the

Mediterranean, is, that no advices, ever fo well

attefted and confirmed, could prevail with them,

in the courfe of years fince the treaty of Aix-la-

Chapelle, to fend into thofe feas, for the protection

of Minorca, and the lucrative trade carried on by

our merchants through the Streights, more than

a Admiral Byng writes to Mr. Clevland, Secretary to the

Admiralty, April ift, ready for failing in every refpecl:, ex-

cept want of men : will take 336 men, now the regiments are

all on board, to complete them. My own fhip wants 222, 183

of them being lent to the Ludlow Caftle. The Trident had

78 lent to the Hampton Court and Tilbury, which mips we

are likely to meet with. April 3d, Intrepid, Ludlow Caftle

and Cambridge came but yefterday to Spithead—ordered men

immediately.—Hope to fettle to-day, to be able to fet fail to

St. Helen's. April 4th, wind weft, difappointed to find the

intrepid fhort of complement 150 men.

2, three
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A. D. three fhips of 60, one of 50, three of 44, and a
175 '

floop, to cruife on that extenfive ftation.

State of Our navy, at home, within this period, (from
the navy, n r * n_ i 1 - «• •«

and how the ill of Auguit 1 755, to the 30th of April
employed, ij^*^ ^hzn fat French carried on their arma-

ments both by fea and land, in their fouth and

north provinces, was employed only to reinforce

Admiral Hawke, cruifing off Cape Finifterre;

to form a fquadron of obfervation in the Downs,

under Vice-Admiral Smith ; another fquadron, as

noted above, to cruife to the weftward of Ufhant,

under Admiral Byng : and in another fquadron of

thirteen fhips of the line, and one frigate, ordered

on the 9th of January 1756, under the command
of Vice-Admiral Ofborne, to convoy a grand fleet

of merchantmen, and to cruife to the weftward c
.

So that the whole maritime ftrength of the nation,

which in the open feas would be a match for all

the fhips of war in Europe, was detained from its

neceffary fervice, by the policy of France and the

fears of our own miniftry.

Continen- Here let us leave Admiral Byng upon his

in Euro"
voyaSe t0 Minorca, and enquire into the negocia-

tions carrying on between Great Britain and the

b According to the admiralty account of the ftate and con-

dition of the fleet, in the fevera! ports of Great Britain in Ja-

nuary 1756, there were twenty-one fhips of the line, and twen-

ty-four frigates, ready to put to fea ; and thirty-two fhips of

the line, and five frigates fitting, which were very forward :

and there was actually muftered on board thofe lhips 20,541

feamen, and borne upon the books 24,853.

N. B. Exclufive of what were at fea.

c He returned on the 16th of February.

2 powers
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powers on the continent, in the beginning of this A. D.

year. We have already d cited the correfpondence I7S *

between the fecretaries of the two crowns of Great

Britain and France. Which put an end to any

further overtures from that infidious enemy.

Upon this, the face of affairs began to bear an Hoftile ap-

hoftile afpect, threatening not only this nation, g^""^
11

but the King of Pruflia with the moft powerful ef-

forts of arms, from France and her intereft upon

the continent of Europe ; the conduct of the court

of Vienna having convinced his .Majefty, before

he left Hanover, that there was a fecret intrigue

between that court and Verfailles.

As his Britannic Majefty was anxious for the Hanover

fafety of his electoral dominions, and they were {^"J^.
fpecifically threatened by France, it was natural

for him to provide, the beft way in his power, to

defeat the intentions of his enemies, and to cover

his German dominions from furprize and invafion.

On the other fide, his Pruflian Majefty, without Motives

ally, and fully informed of the fecret practices and for the
.

,

.
treatv with

deftructive intentions of the Czarina, and the Em- Pruflia.

prefs Queen, and their allies on the continent,

againft him ; and far from being pleafed with the

French conduct in cafe of an open rupture be-

tween him and thofe powers : thefe motives had,

in the latter end of the year 1755, brought about

a negociation for a treaty between England and

Pruflia, to keep all foreign troops from entering

the empire of Germany, as a meafure neceffary

for the fafety of their refpective dominions : which

d See p. 220, &c.

treaty
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A. D. treaty was concluded and figned, on the 16th of
175 January 1756, and contained in fubftance,

The Pruf- I. That Great Britain, with her allies, and
fian treaty, p^^ fl^j mutually affift each other, in endea-

vouring to keep all foreign troops from entering

the Empire.

II. That Great Britain (hall pay 20,oool. as an

indemnification for the captures of that merchan-

dize, which was taken on board Pruffian bottoms,

and fold during the laft war ; and in return, that

Pruffia mail pay the Silefia loan.

Remarks Whoever compares this treaty, with that made

a few months before with Rufiia, though they arc

quite oppofite to each other, will find that they are

not contradictory, but very confident : for, what-

ever they may appear in terms ; it is manifeft, that

they are both formed to anfwer one intention, on

the part of his Britannic Majefty. The King of

PrufTia's martial fpirit ; his difguft for a long time

with the Houfe of Hanover ; his general attach-

ment to the interefl of France, which might dif-

pofe him to become a proper inftrument to execute

the projects of the French miniftry, already pro-

vided for, againft the Electorate of Hanover, and

its dependencies •, put the King of Great Britain,

Elector of Hanover, upon meaiures to defeat any

attempt to his prejudice by the aids of Pruflia.

Which could not be done (o effectually by any

other means, than engaging a power fufficient to

deter him, and to keep him quiet, with an army

hovering over, and ready to break in upon his

regal dominions, the moment his Pruffian Majefty

dared



the LATE WAR. m
dared to join France in the execution of the inva- A - D-

fion of Hanover. This was certainly a good rea-

fon for the Ruffian treaty •, and would not only

have anfwered the end propofed by his Britannic

Majefty, but completed the ruin of his Pruffian

Majefty, under the fpecious appearance of main-

taining the liberties of the Empire, which was

then reiblved by the confederacy againft Pruffia,

though not come to the knowledge of his late

Majefty. But when his Majefty difcovered an in-

clination in the King of Pruffia to make off his

French connections, and to become fincerely an

ally to Great Braitain, and was from thence

thoroughly perfuaded, that his Electoral domi-

nions had nothing to fear from his arms, it made

the treaty with Ruffia ufelefs ; the power, whofe

motions the Ruffian army was hired to watch,

having become a friend. The only dread, that

now appeared, was an invafion by the French ;

whofe entrance into the Empire was become the fole

object of thofe councils, which were held for the

protection of Hanover. The beft means to pre-

ferve Hanover, was to feek for, and gain an alli-

ance capable Gf refilling any foreign power, fuch

as the French, from entering the Empire. This

could not be done by the Ruffian troops, which

were cantoned in Lithuania and other diftant fta-

tions : but might be effectually undertaken with

the aid of the King of Pruffia. Therefore as the

fafety of Hanover was the chief object of thefe

two treaties •, and that fafety could be more ef-

fectually maintained by making the enemy, of

Vol. I. S whom
6
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A. D. whom we were jealous, a friend and ally, and to
175 ' join in keeping the French from entering the Em-

pire, it was a wife and good meafure.

The Piuf- This treaty was foon perceived to contain the

fhTfledTof êec^ s °f a German war : for, fhould the French
a German per fifl; jn their refolution to invade Hanover,
war.

HefTe, Hanover and Pruffia would be obliged to

oppofe them.

HisBritan- 1° Holland, the minifters of Great Britain and
me Majef- prance ufecj their utmoft endeavours to fecure an
ty demands '

an aid of intereft with the States, for their refpective maf-

fand Dutch ters. The Honourable Colonel York, his Bri-

tannic Majefty's ambaffador at the Hague, de-

livered a memorial on the 13th of February, im-

porting, " That although his mailer had con-

" vinced all Europe of his defire to maintain

" the general peace, that had lately fubfifted ;

" yet he found himfelf threatened with a war be-

" ing kindled in his own dominions. That France

" was at that time making immenfe preparations

" of all kinds, particularly on the northern coafr,

" which were evidently defigned againft Great

" Britain -, and which the French minifters at the

" feveral courts of Europe had confirmed by their

" declarations : that it was the intereft of their

"High MightinefTes to defend Great Britain,

" and the proteftant fuccefllon in his Majefty's

" illurtrious houfe : that his Majefty was not

*' frightened by thofe threatning appearances ; but

" was determined to take every precaution to pre-

" vent their effed : and that the love he bore to

*f his people, his attention to their fafety, and to

" the
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¥ the prefervation of their liberty and religion, and A
-
**•

" his defire to protect all his coafts from the ra-

" vages of the enemy, were motives, which ob-

*' liged him to demand the 6000 men, to be fent

" over to his afliftance, which the Republic was

M bound to do by treaty ; and that the neceflary

" Ihipping for their embarkation would be got

" ready immediately."

But the French ambaflador prefented a memo- Tfie

rial, in which he infifted that Great Britain was ambaflador

the aggreflbr ; and threatened the States with the ga
ljj!

high difpleafure of his royal mafter, in cafe they poi« thator
. r . r rtquifition.

complied with the requifition of 6000 men made

by England ;
putting them in mind of their ex-

pence and lofles in the laft war : and he feconded

his menaces with fhewing them, that there were

40,000 French troops in Flanders ready to invade

their provinces. This threatning, and the weight

of the French penfioners in the councils of the

United Provinces, who are well paid, furnifhed

the Dutch with excufes for refufing, or, at leaft,

for procrastinating their anfwer to this fcederal de-

mand ; till the court of Great Britain, rather than

be obliged to refent fuch a breach of treaty in a

national way, delivered them out of the embar-

raflment, by ordering Mr. York to acquaint the

Princefs Regent, That his Majefty would not infill

upon his demand.

We muft not quit the Dutch on this occafion, Rcmarfct

without fome remarks on a conduct, which (hews J"a of°tht

that there can be no dependance on their covenant- Dutch.

ed faith, nor any expectations of grateful returns

S 2 for
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A - D - for the innumerable favours they have received

from England.—The dread of the French arms,

and their inability to defend themfelves againft fo

powerful an invader was their plea, to make void

their engagement by treaty. But, if we fearch

the hearts of thefe politicians, it will be found,

that, if France had not been fo kind as to furnifti

them with this excufe, they were determined to

find fome other means to evade our demand.

Could the Dutch, that in the year 1745 picked

out 6000 men, who, they knew, were under a

capitulation not to fight the French, and fent

them, at our great expence, to defend this ifland

againft that very foe, landed in North Britain,

be expected to act with fincerity and fidelity on

any other like occafion ? Their dependance is en-

tirely upon trade : and as their expectations to in-

creafe their trade were to be attained only by an

exact neutrality, it was refolved, from the mo-

ment a war between Great Britain and France was

certain, to facrifice faith, gratitude, and every

public virtue, to procure a neutrality : and that

they would have acted no otherwife is evident from

the Fefolutions, previous to Mr. York's declaration

to the Princefs Regent, delivered to the States of

Holland, by the towns of Amfterdam, Dort,

Haerlem, Gouda, Rotterdam and Enckhuyfen,

which flatly declared that England was uncontro*

vertibly the aggreffor in Europe, by feizing a con-

fiderable number of French vefTels j that the

threatened invafion of Great Britain did not affect

the Republic's guarantee of the proteilant fuccef-

fion,
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fion, inafmuch as it was only intended to obtain A - D «

reparation for the injury fufhined by the fubjects
I7S

of his moil Chriftian Majefty ; finally, that the

fuccours demanded could not be of any advantage

to the King of England; as it appeared by the

declaration of his moll Chriftian Majefty, that

their granting thefe fuccours would immediately

lay them under a neceflity of demanding, in their

turn, afiiftance from Great Britain.

Such fentiments deftroy all thoughts of any

fcederal aid from the Dutch, however ftrictly

bound by treaty and gratitude. If in cafes of fuch

emergency our neareft allies can deny their aflift-

ance upon the bare excufe of convenience to their

own interefl ; it is time for Great Britain to with-

draw its dependance from all foreign connections,

and inftead of relying on the forces provided by

treaties, to place its ftrength in a regular and well-

difciplined militia, which we mail find wifely and

honeftly eftablifhed under the next adminiftration ;

and, if kept up under due regulation, will always

relieve us from the neceflity of calling in a foreign

mercenary army to defend us from invafions.

The Emprefs Queen had let the Dutch an ex- Auftm

ample of the fame kind of difregard to treaties France?

and of ingratitude, as obferved before. But not

content with departing fo much from the interefl

of that ally, which had fo often, and to its own

great detriment, faved her houfe from ruin ; fhe,

on the 1 ft of May, figned a treaty with France

our natural enemy, and then in arms, and threat-

ning us with deftru&ion. By which extraordinary

S 3
revolt!-
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A - D. revolution in the interefts of Europe, its whole po-

lineal fyftem aflumed a new face ; and we find it
New fyf-

J
.

tem of Po-
neceffary to fhew the caufes which produced it.

Europe!
The reign ing King of Prufila having, in the

Its caufes.
cour ^"e °f tne laft war5 taken advantage of the

weaknefs to which the Honfe of Auftria was then

reduced, made good the claims of his family to

the moft confiderable part of the dutchy of Silefia,

by force of arms; and, by the treaty of Drefden,

silefia obliged the Queen of Hungary to cede and gua-

the King rantee to him his conquefts in Silefia ; a fine

anJits im-
country, extending 200 miles in length, along the

poitance. CO urfe of the large and navigable river Oder : a

country of the mod exquifite fertility and beft

cultivation, abounding with men, abounding with

valuable manufactures, and yielding a clear yearly

revenue of 800,000 1. fterling. The peace was

Queen of fcarcely figned, before this Auftrian heirefs fet on
HuEJ.1 foot practices to recover, what fhe had ceded in
practices to r '

recover it. December 1745. For on May the 22d 1746,

(he entered into a league with the court of Peters-

burg, one of whole fecret articles provides, That

in cafe his Pruffian Majefly mould attack her Ma-
Her treaty jefty the Emprefs Queen, or the Emprefs of Ruf-

jia. fia, or even the Republic of Poland, that this at-

tack fhould be confidered as a breach of the treaty

of Drefden : that the right of the Emprefs Queen

to Silefia, ceded by that treaty, fhould revive

;

and that the contracting powers ihould mutually

furnifh an army of 60,000 men to reinvefi: the

King of Emprefs Queen with that dutchy. The King of
' Poland was invited to accede to that treaty : and

he
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he did fo far accede to it, as to mew he perfectly A. D.

agreed in his fentiments, and was willing to co-
' 7s6 '

operate with the two Emprefies. But, his filia-

tion in the jaws of a formidable enemy, mould

any thing perfpire too foon, and the experience of

pad misfortunes, had rendered him fo wary, that

he declined figning the treaty, with the confent of

the parties concerned ; who agreed with his re-

queft, that he fhould have a fhare of the fpoil, on

the footing of a treaty (the iSth of May 1745,)

for the eventual partition of the King of PrufTia's

dominions. So that though the King of Poland,

Elector of Saxony, was excepted, he was, to all

intents and purpofes, a party to the treaty of

Peterfburg.

From this time every device was practifed to intrigues

embroil the King of PrufTia with the northern ration"?™-

powers: and efpecially to render him odious to
v
y
aragainft

the Czarina in peribn. This being fully effected, of Pruflia.

magazines and armies were prepared in Bohemia

and Moravia ; and the King of Poland, under the

pretence of a military amufement, raifed an army

of 16,000 men, to fecure the important and ftrong

polt of Pirna. The Emprefs Queen went fo far,

as to try her intereft with Great Britain, whether

me might depend upon any fupport from thence

in cafe of need, depending much upon the diffe-

rences, which had fome time fubfifted between

his Britannic Majefty and the King of Pruflia,

But they that were moil ready to help her and

her family in diftrefs, could not be brought to do

any thing for her ambition and revenge. This

S a rebuff
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A - O, rebuff in England threw her into that humour,

which made her refufe her aid, when demanded.Why the
. .

'

Queen of by virtue of treaty, by Great Britain : and the

aSL7 Britim alliance with Pruffia Toon after furnifhed her

Great En- with a reafon for throwing herfelf into the arms
tain.

D
of France d

.

Her p-ac- Thofe treaties could not be carried on without
tices clifco- r
vered by the knowledge of his Pruffian Majefty, who jea-

o/pruffif
l°us °^ tne Queen of Hungary's fmcerity at the

time of her ceding Silefia, watched all their mo-

tions, and fpared no cod to gain perfect intelli-

gence of their moil hidden defigns. Therefore,

when he faw that the Emprefs Queen was refolved

to avail herfelf of her alliances and her arma-

ments, by means of the troubles between Eng-

land and France, his Majefty ordered his minifter

at Vienna, to demand a clear explication and

proper alTurances concerning the preparations then

making within her dominions : and being anfwered

very dryly, That ihe was only taking meafures

for her own fecurity, and that of her allies and

„ r , , friends •, the Kino; believing himfelf no longer
Why the r

5 °
. .

King of obliged to prelerve any terms with one, that was
rU

urfe

ha
to

preparing for his ruin j fenfible of the advantage
recoui

arms.
j t Would be to keep a ruinous war out of his own

territories, and well prepared for action, he en-

tered Saxony with a powerful army. Where we

fhall leave him, till we have taken a further view

of our own affairs.

i d Some think that this was done in revenge for our making

a feparate peace at Aix-la-Chapelle, and making Auftria the

viiflim. See page 2.

The
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The fquadron under the command of Admiral A. D.

Bvng being fining out, the Lords of the Admi- 75 *

ralty ? fent him theie inftructions for his conduct. Byng's in-

" Whereas the King's pleaiure has been fignified ftruftiops*

to us by Mr. Fox, one of his Majefty's principal

fecretaries of ftate, that upon confederation of the

feveral advices, which have be.en received relating

to the fpppofed intention of the French to attack

the ifland of Minorca, a fquadron of ten ihips of

the line do forthwith fail for the Mediterranean,

under your command : and whereas we have ap-

pointed the fhips named in the margin f
for this

fervice, you are hereby required and directed im-

mediately to put to fea with fuch of them as are

ready, (leaving orders for the reft to follow you,

as foon as poffible) and proceed with the utmofl

expedition to Gibraltar.

Upon your arrival there, you are to enquire,

whether any French fquadron is come through the

Streights ; and if there is, to inform yourfelf, as

well as poflible, of their number and force ; and

if any of them were tranfports. And, as it is

probable they may be deftined for North America,

and as his Majefty's fhips named in the margin s
,

are either at, or going to Halifax, and are to

cruife off Louifbourg, and the mouth of the

e March 30, 17156, figned Anion, Villiers, Rowley, Bof-

cawen, Bateman, Edgecumbe and J. Cleland. N. B. The

Admiral did not receive them till April the ift, at ten in the

morning.

f See before, p. 252.

8 Grafton, Stirling Cattle, Fougueux, 4th, Nottingham,

Litchfield, Centurion, Norwich, 6th, Succefs, Vulture floop.

i Gulph
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A. D. Gulph of St. Lawrence, you are immediately to

take the foldiers out of fo many mips of your

fquadron as, together with the mips at, and going

to Hallifax, will make a force fuperior to the faid

French fquadron, (replacing them with landmen

or ordinary feamen from your other (hips) and then

detach them, under the command of Rear-Admiral

Weft, directing him to make the bed of his way

off Louifbourgh ; and taking the afore-mentioned

{hips, which he may expefb to find there, under

his command, to cruife off the faid place, and the

entrance of the Gulph of St. Lawrence ; and ufe

his utmoft endeavours to intercept and feize the

aforefaid French mips, or any other Ihips belong-

ing to the French that may be bound to, or re-

turning from, that part of North America.

If upon your arrival at Gibraltar, you fhall not:

gain intelligence of a French fquadron having

patted theStreights; you are then to go on, with-

out a moment's lofs of time, to Minorca : Or, if,

in confequence of fuch intelligence, you fhall de-

tach Rear-Admiral Weft, as before directed, you

are to ufe equal expedition in repairing thither,

with the fhips, which fhall remain with you •, and

if you find any attack made upon that ifland by

the French, you are to ufe all poflible means in

your power for its relief. If you find no fuch

attack made ; you are to proceed off" Toulon, and

ftation your fquadron in the beft manner you fhall

be able, for preventing any fhips getting out of

that port ; or for intercepting and feizing any,

that may get our • and you are to exert the utmoft

vigilance
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vigilance therein, and in protecting Minorca and A. D.

Gibraltar, from any hoftile attempt. ,75;6,

You are alfo to be vigilant for protecting the

trade of his Majefty's fubjects from being molefted*

either by the French, or by cruifers from Morocco,

or any other of the Barbary States ; and for that

purpofe to appoint proper convoys and cruifers.

You are likewife to be as attentive, as poffible,

to the intercepting and feizing, as well mips of

war and privateers, as merchant-fhips, belonging

to the French, wherever they may be met with,

within the limits of your command. But in pur-

fuance of the King's order in council, you are not

to fuffer any of the (hips of your fquadron to

take any French veflels out of any port belonging

to the Ottoman Empire, upon any pretence ; nor

to moleft, detain or imprifon, the perfons of any

of the fubjects of the Ottoman Empire ; and alfo

not to feize and detain any French fhip or veflel

whatfoever, which they mail meet with in the

Levant Seas, bound from one port to another in

thofe feas, or to, or from any ports of Egypt,

having any effects of Turks on board.

Upon your arrival in the Mediterranean, you

are to take under your command his Majefty's

fhips and veflels named in the margin h
, which

are at prefent there.

If any French fhip of war fhould fail from

Toulon, and efcape your fquadron, and proceed

out of the Mediterranean •, you are forthwith to

h Princefs Louifa, Portland, Deptford, Chefterfield, Dol-

phin, Phoenix, Experiment Fortune (loop,

2 fend,
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A. D. fend, or repair yourfelf to England, with a pro-
175

' portionable part of the (hips under your com-

mand : obferving that you are never to keep more
mips in the Mediterranean, than fhall be necef-

fary for executing the fervices recommended to

you.

To enable you the better to perform the afjove-

mentioned fervices, you are to take care to keep

the (hips and veffels under your command in con-

flant good condition, and to have them cleaned as

often as (hall be requifite for that purpofe."

More in- By further inftructions * it was ordered, that,

(whereas the King had been pleafed to direct that

the royal regiment of Fuzileers, commanded by

Lord Robert Bertie, fhould ferve on board his

Majefty's ihips in the Mediterranean, and that the

faid regiment fhould be landed in Minorca, in

cafe the governor, or commander in chief of that

ifland, fhall think it neceiTary for its deferice ; and

the governor of Gibraltar having orders, in cafe

3 further reinforcement fhall be neceiTary at Minor-

ca, to make a detachment equal to a battalion,

from his garrifon ; which detachment, the admi-

ral, or commander in chief of his Majefty's fhips

in the Mediterranean, is to convoy to Minorca, on

board the men of war, or fuch tranfport veffels,

as he fhall be able to provide for that purpofe •,) he

mould pay due obedience to his Majefty's aforefaid

directions, by landing Lord Robert Bertie's regi-

ment, in cafe the faid ifland of Minorca fhould be

5 Dated the 31 ft of March 1756, figned by Anfon, Villiers,

Howie/ «uiu J. Lleland.

attacked,
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•attacked, and, upon confutation with the gover- A. D.

nor, the lame ihou)d appear to be neceiTary; and not 1?s6 *

to confine himfelf to the landing that regiment

only, but alio to affift with as many gunners and

men from his fquadron, as might be ferviceable,

and the mips could poflibly fpare ; and that he

likewife mould pay due regard to his Muje-ly's

aforefaid pleafure, in relation to tranfporting a

battalion from Gibraltar to Minorca.

Before we proceed with the expedition, it will Remarks

be proper to fpend a little attention upon thefe

inftru&ions, of whofe breach, the Honourable

Mr Byng ib accufed. There is bur o-^e article in

the it of i-i^ructions, i^o far as they legard the

operations of the enemy, that can be accounted

pofidve : which is the order that requires him to

put to fea as foon as poflible, &c. Fo., though

it is admitted in the introductory clauie, That fe-

Veral advices had been received concerning the

fuppofed intentions of the French to attack ihe

ifland of Minorca ; the next fuppofes, that their

real di :ign was, to flip through the Straits of

Gibraltar, and direcT their courle to North Ame-
rica •, and makes a fuitable provifion for feparating

the fquadron, and fending off fuch a part of it,

under Rear Admiral Well, together with fuch a

proportionable number of the foldiers on board, as,

added to the mips, he was fuppofed to find there,

would render him fuperior to the enemy : and all

the other articles hanging in like manner upon

events, were accordingly to be obferved, or nor,

as circumftances agreed, or otherwife. And as the

admiial's
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A. D. admiral's inftructions were, in general, founded
17 $ on a perfuafion, that the French armament at

Toulon was deftined to North America-, fo it was

declared with the utmoft confidence, by thofe,

who ought to have known better, that, for want

of feamen, fix or eight fhips of the line at moft,

was the greateft number the enemy could pofiibly

put to fea from that port.

Hence it is manifefl, That, as there was no

want of early intelligence of the nature and defti-

nation of the armament at Toulon, the miniftry

gave no credit to it : that inftructions unprecife iri

their nature, being founded on miftakes and un-«

certainties, accompanied with orders, yet more

unprecife and embarraffing, could not but be pro-

ductive of perplexities and difficulties in every

queftion, they gave rife to : confequently of fnares

and dangers in every refolution taken upon them :

and that from the very different afpect of things

on the admiral's arrival at Gibraltar, from that,

which they had been made to wear in England,

a difference of conduct became abfolutely necef-

fary: and thenceforward, he was either to proceed

difcretionally, or not proceed at all—Inftead of

fix or eight fhips of the line, he had been inform-

ed were the moft the enemy could fend to fea on

the 13th of April, jufl a week after Admiral

Byng failed from St. Helens ; he now found their

Toulon fquadron to confifl of 12 fnips, from

64 to 84 guns-, four frigates, from 24 to 46;

befides floops, five bomb vefiels, &c. which had

already
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already got poffeflion of all Minorca, except Fort A. D.

St. Philip.
I7$6 *

This difference in the real (late, as well as in

the afpect of things, will, in fome meafure, ac-

count for part of that conduct, for which Admi-

ral Byng was fo feverely treated afterwards.

However, thus armed and inftructed, the ad- Admiral

miral failed for Gibraltar in his way to Minorca, forGibral-

on the 6th day of April : but was kept at fea by tar *

calms and contrary winds, till the 2d day of

May, on which he arrived at Gibraltar, where he Arrives at

received an information of the enemy's operations
l ra tar*

and ftrength on the ifland of Minorca, and on

that coaft, very different from what he had been

made to expect : and, without delay k
, ifllieu his His con-

orders accordingly, on the very day of his arrival,
l ere

for all the {hips of his fquadron to complete their

provifions and water with the utmoft expedition.

On the 3d the admiral went a more to communi-

cate to the governor of Gibraltar his orders, re-

lative to a battalion, to be detached from the gar-

rifon, and to be embarked on board the fquadron

for the relief of Fort St. Philip.

But General Fowke, the governor of Gibraltar, General

having alfo received instructions or orders upon co°ndua!

this head from the war office, in three feveral let-

k The firft refolution of the court martial unanimoufly de-

clares, " It does not appear that any unneceflary delay was

made by Admiral Byng, in the proceedings of the fquadron

under his command, from the time of their failing from St.

Helens, on the 6th of April, till the time of their arrival off

Minorca, on the 19th of May."

ters,
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A. D. ters, which either did not appear fo intelligible

175 to him, as to warrant a precipitate compliance with

the admiral's demand ; or, perhaps, new matter

had arifen* which had not been fo much as fup-

pofed at the time of penning them, and fuch as was

productive of difficulties hardly to be furmounted,

he thought it his duty, in the firft place to take

Confuhs the opinion of the engineers bell acquainted with
Engineers.^ WQrks of Fort Sc> philip> ^ prindpal of

whom had been in fervice there, and enjoyed his

prefent poft, on the merit of bringing home a

model of that fortrefs) concerning the poflibility

of relieving the fame. Who, the fame day, fign-

Their opi- e^ an opinion, That all circumftances confidered,
mon

* it would be extremely dangerous, if not imprac-

ticable, to throw fuccours into it.

Calls a Next day, the 4th of May, this opinion was

fubmitted to a council of war, compofed of the

governor and all the field officers of the garrilbn,

affembled to take into confideration the feveral

orders above-mentioned. Thofe to Admiral Byng,

have been recited at length. General Fowke pro-

duced Lord Barrington's letters to him, who in his

firft letter, dated March 21, 1756, writes, " That

the King has ordered the royal regiment of Fuzi-

leers to embark immediately for Gibraltar, and

that upon their arrival, he is to make a detachment

from the four regiments then in garrifon, to Minor-

ca :" which implies, That if the detachment was

to go, the regiment was to flay. But lead this

mould not be clear enough, the next paragraph

adds, " That together with the recruits for the

corps

war



the LATE WAR, 273

corps in his ganifon, the laid regiment was to be A. D.

difembarked and quartered in the garrifon under
I75

his command : upon which laid difemburkation,

he, the Hud General, in obedience to his Majef-

ty's further pleasure, was to caufe a detachment,

equal to a battalion on the prefent Britifh eftab-

lifhment, to embark for Minorca." The next

letter, without the leaft reference to, or appeal of,

any part of the former, repeats the order for cauf-

ing a battalion to embark on board his Majefty's

fleet for the relief of the ifland of Minorca, in

cafe there mould be any likelihood of its being

attacked." And the third letter, dated April i„

only directs him, " to receive fuch women and

children belonging to the royal regiment of Fuzi-

leers, as Admiral Byng mould think fit to land

there."

As it was impoflible to form any abfolute judg-

ment upon thefe inconfiftencies ; they had recourfe

to the admiralty in ftructions delivered to Admiral

Byng, dated March 31ft, for an explanation of

their intention. Wherein it is not only fignified*

That the King had been pleafed to direct, that

the royal regiment of Fuzileers mould ferve on

board his Majefty's fhips in the Mediterranean,

and alfo be landed at Minorca, in cafe the laid

ifland was attacked, and upon a confutation with.

General Blakeney, it fhould be found neceflary

:

but moreover that the governor of Gibraltar had

orders (only thofe above mentioned) to make a

detachment, equal to a battalion, from his garrifon,

in cafe of a like neceflity, for a further reinforce-

Vol. I. T ment

;

6
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A. D. merit : and this detarnment, together with the faid

175 regiment, the Admral was required to land in.

Minorca, under the reftriclions before fpecified j

together with what other affiftance of gunners and

men his mips could poflibly fpare.

But after mature deliberation upon thefe letters

and inductions, and upon the written opinion of

the engineers, and the fituation of his Majefty's

garrifons and forces in the Mediterranean, the

council came to this refolution, That the fending

fuch a detachment, equal to a battalion, would

evidently weaken the garrifon of Gibraltar, and

be no ways effectual for the relief of Minorca :

affigning for the grounds and reafons of this re-

folution, the impracticability of introducing any

fuccours into the place j the infufficiency of the

number propofed, if thrown in, for the defence

and prefervation of the ifland in its prefent condi-

tion, which they apprehended to be the meaning

of the letters and orders before them 5 and the im-

prudence of weakening the garrifon of Gibraltar, un-

neceffarily rifking the lofs of an additional number

of his JVIajefty's troops, without any reafonable

profpect or hope of their being any affiftance to

Minorca : concluding with the following reafon :

—

" Becaufe the Toulon fquadron, by the bcfb ac-

*' counts the council have received, is at lead equal

tc
in force, if not fuperior to that under Admiral

" Byng : and mould the Britiih fleet be any way

" weakened by any engagement, or any other ac-

" cident, the garrifon of Gibraltar would be ex-

" poled to imminent danger ; and as the garrifon

<v Hands
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•* (lands at prefent, it is not more than fufficient A
-
D.

" to the common duty of the garrifon."

Though thefe considerations prevailed with the

council not to come into any meafures, which would

have expofed Gibraltar, without preferring Fort

St. Philip ; they neverthelefs difcovered a laud- A fupply

able difpofirion to do whatever could be prudently s '

done for the good of the fervice, which was to

furnifli one captain, fix fubalterns, nine ferjeants,

eleven corporals, five drums and 235 private men,

Co fupply the deficiency of thofe ibldiers, miners

and featfter), put afhore at Fort St. Philip by Cap-

tain Edgecumbe, and without which reinforce-

ment his (hips ' could not bs of any fervice in an

engagement.

Let us now revert to the conduct of Admiral Admiral

Byng on this occafion. Having now, for the firft £
D

ef
p
t^
c "

time, one pofitive fact to reafon upon, namely, [•''! for
' r

.

r
'

J ' Minorca.
That Fort St. Philip was actually befieged, by

a great force completely furnifhed with all man-

ner of necefTaries for fuch an undertaking, and

that the fiege was covered by a fquadron abun-

dantly ftronger and better appointed, than had

been conceived by thofe, who dictated his in-

ftructions : His firft concern was to confider in

what manner he might conduct himfelf for the

better fulfilling his orders.—The American if, on
1 which his instructions feemed to lay the greater!:

mrefs of probability, with refpedt to the detign of"

[the French armament at Toulcn, was now out of

1 The Dej-tford, Princefs Louifa, and the Fortune fioop.

T 2 the
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•A- D - the queltion. And the if referring to the French

fleet's being Hill inactive in their port, and in that

cafe, directing him to ftation his fquadron in the

beft manner to prevent their getting out, was alfo

made void : fo that his prefent duty was confined

to ufe all foffible means in his power, for the relief

of the place -, at the fame time to take proper care

to protect Gibraltar from any hoftile attempt •,

to protect the trade of his Majefty's fubjects in the

Mediterranean, and to annoy the enemy within the

limits of his command ; except, &c. therefore Ad-

miral Byng, having received on board the 267 men

from Gibraltar garrilbn, on the 6th, and being

joined by the Experiment, the Portland and the

Dolphin, and having done all in his power to

fupply the wants of his fquadron, though not

fully fupplied with water, a deficiency entirely

owing to the infufficiency of the fprings -, he kt

fail on the 8th of May at eight in the morning,

the wind eafterly. But it continuing variable, and

often interrupted by calms, this fquadron could

not reach the height of Pal ma, the capital of

Arrives off Majorca, till the 1 6th, where the Phcenix had
ajoica. ^en (hut up, almolt three weeks, by two French

men of war, that cruifed off that port, and retired

immediately on fight of the Britim fquadron in the

Offing. The Experiment was lent in with a letter

from the Admiral to the Englifh conful for intel-

ligence, which returned with the Phcenix, Capt.

Harvey, who in the conrfe of this war has ac-

quired great honour to his country by his naval

conduct and pcrfonal courage j by whom he re-

ceived
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ceived advice, that the Toulon fleet, under the A
-
D -

command of M. de la Galifllonere, confuting of

ten fhips of the line, five frigates, and 1 80 tran- pet" intel-

- ^ licence of

fports, with 1 1,coo land forces, had failed from the French

that port on the 12th of April; and landed in
flcut> ^ : -

Minorca, at Ciudadella, on the 1 8th of the fame

month. The French fleet confiited of,

Line of battle mips.
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A. D. thins; but truth, his zeal for the fervice, and cha-

.r
5

' grin at the many difappointments and delays he

had met with, prompted him to expoftulate too

freely with thofe, he knew, could have difpatched

him with more advantage and credit. He begins

with a kind of accufation againft their dilatory

Admiral orders for fitting out his fquadron :
" If, faid he,

firftletter I had been lb happy, as to have arrived at Mahon,
from G.b-

before; the French had landed, I flatter myfelf, I
jaltar to -

the Lords fhouTd have been able to prevent their getting a.

of the Ad-
,

•
'•_ ,.'. .

miralty. rooting on tnat lfland. He complained that there

were no magazines in Gibraltar for fupply.ng his

fquadron with neceifaries ; whofe necefTities had

not been fully fapplied at the time he was obliged

to fail from England, and had been greatly multi-

plied in a long and tedious voyage. In particular,

he obferved, that the careening- wharfs, pits and

ftorehoufes were entirely decayed, fo that he

mould find the greateft difficulty in cleaning the

{hips that were foul : and this was the cafe, not

only of thofe that here joined him from a cruile

in the Mediterranean, under Commodore Edge-

cumbe ; but even of fome of thofe carried out

from Portfmouth. He then very impoliticly gave

his opinion, that, if it mould be found practica-

ble, it would be very impolitic to thiow any men

into St. Philip's caftie •, which could not, he faid,

be faved without a land force fuffkient to raife

the fiege : and therefore, that a fmall reinforce-

ment would only add lb many men to the number,

which mud fall into the hands of the enemy.

He further faid, T I was the joint opinion of

fuch
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fuch engineers and artillerymen in Gibraltar, who A
- B-

had been at Minorca, that it would be impofilble

to throw any number of men into St. Philip's, if

the French had erected batteries on the two fhores

near the entrance of the harbour, lb as to bar all

paflage up to the fally-port of the fortrefs •, and

concluded, that his own fentiments were agree-

able to their opinion."

This letter confifts of two parts : the former is Remark^

a pofitive impeachment of the miniftry, for their

not fending a fleet to the afliftance of Minorca

fooner, and better provided ; and for neglecting,

and fufFerins the magazines and wharfs at Gibral-

tar, the only place for the King's fnips to careen

at, and to be fupplied with neceifaries, when Ma-

hon was inverted, run to decay and ruin.—-The

latter part does as good as tell them, that they

had fent him upon an impracticable fervice, and

that if it mifcarried, as in all probability it was

like to do, it muft be laid to their charge, who

had not fent a land force to raife the fiege, as

well as a fleet, that was inferior to the ene-

my's.

The gentlemen in the administration not being

ufed to be rallied by their officers, and forefeeing

that Minorca muft fall a prey to the French force

upon it, and that its lofs would be attended with

a general clamour againft themfelves, fhould they

not be able to fix the blame elfewhere ; it feems

mod probable, that from this moment, they

united to throw the mifcarriage, if it fhould fo

happen, upon Byng alone : for which purpofe

T 4 they
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A - D. they could collect matter enough from this letter,

' where he doubts of the j-uicels of his expeduion.

Which they interpreted, and had it propagated,

to be a certain fign that Mr. Byng would not en-

deavour to relieve ton St. Philip: and this was

fo well improved from Byng's future conduct,

that they effectually transferred the blame of the

lofs of Minorca from themfelves to the peribn,

who had taken upon him, fo unfeafonably, to

hint a difapprobation of their conduct. This ferved

to amufe the people, and made a facrifice of

Byng j yet, the mod fenfible and impartial part

of the nation faw through the artifice, and could

not acquit the miniftry of mifconduct, delays and

neglect, though they could not entirely approve

of the conduct of Admiral Byng, on the day of

baitle ; for which he fuffered death ; yet his

crime was no more, than not having done ail that

was in his power to do in the time of action j a

crime, if deferving of death, that involved many

more, even every one, through whofe delay, im-

pediment, or neglect, that expedition was put

off to the 6th of April, and was fo badly fitted

out.

Arr ; ves on It appears by the journals of this voyage, that

tiiecoaftof
the wind continued eafterly until the i 8th, at nine

Minorca.
_

*

at night, when a fine breeze iprung up northerly,

and the fquadron failed large all night, and found

itfelf on the coajt of Minorca at break of day, on

the 19th. The Admiral, about five in the morning,

difpatched Captain Harvey, in the Phoenix, with

the Chefterfield and Dolphin, a-head of his fleet,

to
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to reconnoitre, as clofe as poffible, the harbour's A. D.

mouth, at Mahon, and the fituation both of the
'"

5

enemy and their batteries •, as alio to obferve whe-

ther it was practicable, and v/here, to throw any

fuccou: s into the caftle •, to look out for the French

fquadron, and to pick up, if poffible, any of their

fmail crafr, for intelligence, with proper fignals

for all thefe purpofes.

Captain Harvey was alfo charged with the fol-

lowing letter to General Blakency.

Ramillies, off Minorca, May 19.

S I R,

I
Send you this by Captain Harvey, of his Ma- His letter

jefty's (hip Phoenix, who has my orders to
foroJneral

convey it to you, if poffible, together with the Blakeney.

inclofed packet, which he received at Leghorn.

— I am extremely concerned to find that Captain

Edgecumbe was obliged to retire to Gibraltar, with

the mips under his command, and that the French

are landed, and St. Philip's Caftle is inverted

;

as I flatter myfelf, had I fortunately been more

timely in the Mediterranean, that I mould have

been able to have prevented the enemy's getting

a footing on the ifland of Minorca.

I am to acquaint you, that General Stuart,

Lord Effingham and Colonel Cornwallis, with

about 30 officers, and Tome recruits belonging to

the different regiments now in garrifon with you,

are on board the mips of the fquadron ; and (hall

be glad to know by the return of the officer,

what place you will think proper to have them

landed at.

1 The
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A. D. The royal regiment of Englifo fuziliers, com-
175 * manded by Lord Robert Bertie, is likewife on

board the fquadron, deftined, agreeable to my
orders, to ferve on board the fleet in the Mediter-

ranean, unlefs it Ihould be thought neceffary,

upon confutation with you, to land the regiment

for the defence of Minorca: But, I muft alio in-

form you, Ihould the fuziliers be landed, as they

are part of the mips compliments, the marines

having been ordered by the lords commlfiioners

of the admiralty, on board of other fliips at

Portfmouth, to make room for them, that it will

difable the fquadron from acting againfl that of

the enemy, which I am informed is cruifing off

the ifland : however, I mail gladly embrace every

opportunity of promoting his Majefty's fervice in

the mofi: effectual manner, and fhall afilft you to

diftr.fs the enemy, and defeat their defigns, to the

utmoftof my power.

Pleafe to favour me with information, how I

can be mofc effectually of fervice to you, and the

garrifon ; and believe me to be, &c.

Captain Harvey had orders to deliver this let-

ter, if poffible, to the general •, and as with a

view tofome fuch fervice as this, a private fignal

had been agreed upon between him and Captain

Scroopc, of the Dolphin, who was in the cattle,

and had kept his boat, in order to come off, upon
occafion, it was expected that the letter would
have been fafely' delivered.

The
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The frigates above difpatched got round the A. D.

Laire of Mahon, a fmall ifland, about half an 175

hour before nine o'clock, and, though they met

with light airs of wind, and lbmetimes a ftark

calm, they continued to make the bed of their

way for the harbour's mouth.

About half an hour pafc nine the whole fqua-

dron got round the Laire alfo, with a frefh gale •,

but loon fell in with light airs and calms, at about

three miles from St. Philip's Caftle.

In the mean time Captain Harvey, (landing on what pro-

for the harbour's mouth, made his private fig-
JJJvery™

nals, but without the defired fuccefs. No return

was made: no boat was feen to come off : and

the enemy's fquadron appearing at the fame time Enemy 1
!?

in the fouth-eaft quarter, the Admiral thought it
fleet

s

aP-

advifeable to call in the Phoenix, and the other

frigates •, bore away for the enemy, and made the

general fignal to chafe.

Both fquadrons made fail to each other, and Byn* pre-

about two in the afternoon the admiral made the p*™? for

battle.

fignal for the line of battle a-head, which for

want of fufficient wind, could not be formed fo

properly, as otherwife it might have been. His

next care was to furnifh fuch of his fhips, as were

fickl y and ill manned (which was the cafe of fe-

veral) with feamen from the frigates
m

. He or-

m Thirty out of the Phcenix into the Revenge ; and twenty

into the Deptford. Forty out of the Experiment into the

Captain, and twenty into the Lancafter : and out of the Dol-

phin twenty into the Intrepid, twenty to the Defiance, and

feventeen to the Portland.

2 dered
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A.D.
1756.

Theenemy
advances.

Tacks.

The GENERAL HISTORY of

dered the Phoenix, which had long before been

reported unfit for fervice, and was furnifhed with

proper materials for fuch a purpofe, to be con-

verted into a fire-fhip. He alfo difpofed his fqua-

dron in line of battle, as you'll find it in the note

at the bottom n
, according to the order he had

made on the 3d of May, while he laid in the Bay

of Gibraltar.

About fix in the evening the enemy advanced

in order, with twelve large (hips and five frigates ;

but in an hour's time, at two leagues diitance,

they tacked, as it did ieem, to gain the weather-

gage ; an advantage, which Mr. Byng would have

committed a great error to lofe, and therefore this

obliged him to tack alio, and to fecure the land-

wind in the morning • being 1-hen about five

leagues from Cape Mola, having flood towards

the enemy % from the time of their firft difco-

The line of battle,—The Kingfton to lead with the ftar-board

and the Defiance with the lar-board tacks on board.

Frigates

Chefterfield

Phoenix to re-

peat figoals

Fortunefloop

Ships

Experiment

Dolphin' to

repeat fignal

Kingfton

4jDeptford

3|Culloden

z Ramillies
I

3lTrident

4jPrfs. Louifa

3 Revenge

3 Intrepid

3 'Captain

Commanders

Capt. Perry

Amhurft
- Ward

f Hon.
J. Byng, Efq; I

ICapt. Gardiner J

Durell

Noel

Cornwall

Ycung

Catford

3 Buckingham i Tem P'* Weft
>

Ef<U
?. Capt. Eventt

3 Lancafter

4 Portland

4' Defiance

J
Hon. G. Edgecumbe !

I Capt. Baird

Andrews

Numb
Guns
60

50

74
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very, with calms an- little wind ; which conduct A. D.

was afterwards approved of by the court-mar-
I7S '

tial p
.

The enemy on more, having got fight of our Ts rein.

fleet, were not negligent in contributing all in their
gJJJ^

power to encourage and ftrengthen their fleet for iiland.

engagement-, and foi this purpofe they difpatched

600 foldiers in two tartans to reinforce G.iliilionere,

in the night. The two tartans, appearing dole to

the rear of the Englifh fleet, were chafed, and one Lofe * tar.

of them, with two captains, two lieutenants, and g»*jj

about 100 foldiers, rank and file, fell into the

hands of one of our frigates, that gave them

chafe : the other efcaped.

The 20th, in the morning, proving hazy, the

enemy's fquadron was not to be feen at day-break •,

but foon after the taking of this tartan, it came

in fight, to the fouth eaft ; and Admiral Byng,

about two o'clock, threw out a fignal to bear Byng*
s{;g.

away two points from the wind, and engage q
.
™Uo en-

Thus, from the time of firft feeing the French fleet

in the morning of the 19th of May, till our fleet

weathered the French about noon the 20th, the

admiral took proper meafures to gain and keep

p Fifth retaliation of the court martial.

<J See twelfth and thirteenth refolutions, where it is faid,

That foon after the fleet was upon the lar-board-tack the

admiral made fignals for leading two points to ftar-board,

which brought the wind upon or abaft the beam, and the fhips

continued that courfe, nearly a- head of each other, till the ad-

miral made the fignal for baule, about twenty minutes after

two o'clock.

the
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f 6*
the W3

'

nd 0f
"

the enem
-
v

'
and t0 foriTI an^ clofe the

1/S line of battle r
.

Admiral But Rear-Admiral Weft perceiving it impof-

comhk in
flble

> at fo great a diftance as they were then

munf
g6 ' fr0m thc enemy> t0 comply with both orders,

bore away with his divifion feven points from the

wind, and clofing down upon the enemy, at-

tacked them with fuch vigour, that the mips,
which oppofed him were prefently driven out of
the line

s

. This feerhs to have been the critical

moment, that decided the fate of Minorca, and
furnifned matter for Byng's ruin. For, the other

divifion not bearing down, and the enemy's cen-

tre keeping their ftation, Rear-Admiral Weft durft

not purfue his advantage, leaft his communica-
tion with the reft of his fleet mould be entirely

cut off.

Errors of What Admiral Byng was particularly blamed
for, was his order for the Deptford to quit the

line, before the engagement, and for all his divi-

fion to fall a-back in the beginning of the action,

when the Intrepid's fore-topmaft was mot away l
.

For his order to the Deptford, the admiral faid,

it was to make the Englifn fleet exactly equal to

the enemy's, which confiitcd of twelve fhips of

the line and rive frigates : as for the other point,

r Seethe eighth refolution of the court-martial.

5 The five head-molt fhips of the enemy went away to lee-

ward, out of gun-mot. Ibid, refolution fifteenth.
-

r A little before three o'clock. Ibid, refolution fix-

Cgenth. /

though

Admiral
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though it fhewed a good deal of care of his Ma- A. D.

jelly's fhips, to prevent their running foul or
I/5

*

damaging one another, it was ill-timed, and gave

the cenforious world too much ground to queftion

his courage, and to caft the whole blame of the

mifcarriage of this day upon him alone ; and an

opportunity for Galiffionere to retreat with his

fleet, and repair his damage; and as his mips

were clean, they were foon out of reach of

our fhips, which gave them chafe, being very

foul and unfit for the purfuit of a nimble

enemy.

In this action it appeared, by the refolutions of The court

the court-martial, That the van-divifion bore Sutions
down properly for the fhips oppofed to them in c°nce™ing

,
this action.

the enemy's line, and difabled five of them : that

the Intrepid, the fternmoft fhip of our van-divi-

fion, after an engagement of about a quarter of

an hour, loft her fore-topmafl a little before three

o'clock : that the Revenge, the headmolt fhip

of the rear-divifion bore down, after the fhips of

the van bore down, for the fhip oppofed to her

in the enemy's line, and that fhe brought up upon

the weather-quarter of the Intrepid, upon the In-

trepid's fore-topmaft going away j and that fhe

quickly afterwards, upon the Intrepid's fetting her

fore-fail, bore down under the Intrepid's lee-

quarter and brought up there : and that upon the

fignal being made for battle, and the van putting

before the wind, the admiral in the Ramillies

edged away fome points ; and the Trident and

Princefs
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A. D. Princefs Louifa thereby coming to windward of
175 him, the admiral thereupon hauled up his fore-

fail, backed his mizen top-fail, and endeavoured

to back his maintop fail, to allow of their

getting into their ftations, and continued in that

fituation for five, fix or ieven minutes. Upon

which that court gave it as their opinion, That

the admiral, after the fignal was made for battle,

feparated the rear from the van-divifion, and re-

tarded the rear-divifion of the Britifh fleet from

clofing with and engaging the enemy, by his

Ihortning fail, by hauling up his fore-fail, back-

ing his mizentop-fail, and backing or attempting

to back his maintop-fail, in order that the Tri-

dent and Princefs Louifa might get a- head again

of the Ramillies : And further, that inftead of

fhdrtning fail, the admiral ought to have made the

Trident and Princeis Louifa fignals to make

more fail •, and that he ought alio to have fet fo

much fail himfelf, as would have enabled the Cul-

loden, the word failing fhip in his divifion, to

have kept her flation, with all her plain fail fet,

in order to have got down, with as much expedi-

tion as pofTible, to the enemy, and thereby have

properly fupported the van-divifion °.

Galiffio- Having loft fight, and all hopes of feeing the
nere'scon- jrrencn again under M. Gahfiionere, whofe beha-
ducl cen- » »

fmed. viour on this occafion feems more unpardonable

than Admiral Byng's ; his (hips being clean, bet-

u See fifteenth to twentieth refolution of the court-mar-

tial.

ter
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A.D.
1756.

ter manned, carrying a greater weight of metal w
,

and encouraged by a place of retreat, in cafe of a

defeat ; the want of which was certainly a grand

confideration with an admiral, who had no other Admiral

relief in cafe of a misfortune, than to return to aSftaf-
Gibraltar, where there were neither fiores, con- tcr the cn "

gagement.

veniencies, nor yet provifions to fupply the wants

of fuch a fquadron, if difabled from keeping the

fea ; Admiral Byng brought to about eight o'clock

at night, to join the Intrepid, difabled and left to

* The Hon.
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A. D. the care of the Chefterfield, and to refit his fhips,

17 $ 6 ' as faft as poffible, and continued fo all night.

But next morning the enemy was quite gone, and

Mahon was north- north-weft about ten or eleven

leagues. He then fent cruifers in queft of the

Intrepid and Chefterfield, which had parted from

the reft of the fquadron in the night ; and joined

him next day ; and having, from a ftate and con-

dition of the fquadron, brought him in by the

proper officers, found that the Captain, the In-

trepid and the Defiance, (which latter had loft

her Captain) were very much damaged in their

mafts, the admiral thought it proper, on the 24th,

to call a council of war on board the Ramillies,

before he went again to look for the enemy.

Acouncil This council, befides the proper naval officers %
who by right are confulted upon fuch occafions,

confifted alfo of feveral land officers, by the ad-

miral's particular requeft. For he defired General

Stuart, Lord Effingham, Lord Robert Bertie and

Colonel Cornwallis to attend, that he might col-

lect their opinions, upon the prefent fituation, and

concerning the future operations of the fleet un-

der his command. And the queftions debated,

and the refolutions in this council were, as follows :

Qneftions I. Whether an attack upon the French fleet

gives any profpedT; of relieving Minorca. Anf. It

would not.

II. Whether, if there was no French fleet

cruifing off Minorca, the Englifh fleet could raife

the fiege. Anf It could not.

x The admirals and captains of all the ftiips.

III. Whe~

ot war.

debated.
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III. Whether Gibraltar would not be in danger A - D -

by any accident that may befal this fleet. Anf. It
I/5

would be in danger.

IV. Whether an attack with our fleet, in the

prefent (late of it, upon that of the French, will

not endanger the fafety of Gibraltar, and expofe

the trade of the Mediterranean to great hazard.

Anf That it would.

V. Whether it is not moll for his Majefty's

fervice, that the fleet mould immediately proceed

for Gibraltar. Anf. That it fhould proceed for

Gibraltar.

At this council, fays the admiral, in his letter

to Mr. Cleland, fecretary to the admiralty, dated

on board the Ramillies off Minorca, May the 25th,

1756, not the lead contention or doubt arofe.

In the fame letter he informed the lords of the

admiralty, that he was making the beft of his way

to Gibraltar.

In this a&ion the killed and wounded on our Lofs in this

fide were,
aa:°n '

On board the Buckingham, wounded 7 killed 3
Captain ——-— 30 6

Lancafter _ 14 1

Intrepid 29 — 9
PrincefsLouifa———-— 13 — 3
Defiance 45 14

Portland 20 6

Total 168 42

U 2 The
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A
- D - The only perfon of diftinction amongft the flain

was Captain Andrews of the Defiance, whofe fhip

i
the admiral gave to Captain Harvey.

The killed and wounded on the fide of the

French were, on board the

Foudroyant wounded 10 killed 2

Le Redoutable 3
La Couronne 3
Le Tameraire — 15

Le Guerrier 43
Le Lion 7 2

Le Sage 8 —
L'Orphee _ 9 1 10

Le Content ——

—

19 —— 5

Le Triton __ 14 5

L'Hipopothame 10 2

Le Fier 4 •
•

Total 145 26

Minorca being thus given up by our fleet upon

the coaft, let us turn our attention to what was

doing upon the ifland.

The The Marfhal Duke de Richelieu, who com-

vade
C

Mi!!"
manded *n cmef by land, on this expedition, and

norca. Count Galiflionere, who commanded the fleet,

attended by the principal officers of the army, had

entered the city of Cieudadella without oppofition.

The Englifh garrifon, not able to diipute the dis-

embarkation of the troops, retired : and the ma-

gistracy received the French officers with great ce-

4 remony
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remony at their entrance ;—the Marfhal telling A. D.

them, That he was not come to attack them :

I75
*

but that he was fent thither for no other reafon r^^Vs
than to obtain fatisfaction for the infults and in- Speech.

juries done the King his matter by the Englifh.

He promifed them his protection, and allured

them that he would take particular care of the

behaviour of his troops, lb that they fhould com-

mit no fort of violence, and pay for what they

fhould buy. But he added :
" beware of carry-

" ing on any correfpondence with the enemy ; for,

" if you do, you (hall be treated with the utmofl

" feverity."

This was upon the 1 8th of April-, and on the

19 th the Marfhal took pofieftion of a fmall fort,

abandoned alfo by the Englifh, which ferved to

cover Fornelles, a fmall port, fituate on the eaflr

fide of the ifland, at the point of a bay near a

cape of the fame name.

On the 20th, the Marquis du Mefnil and the March for.

Marquis de Monteynard, two lieutenant-gene- ^'jj
to

rals, were detached from the army with twenty-

four companies of grenadiers and a royal brigade,

to encamp at Mercadel, from whence they were

to advance towards Mahon, in order to block up

that port on the eaftern fide of the bay, whilft

the main body of the army inverted Fort St. Phi-

lip, and the French fleet under Galillionere blocked SupnortCd

up the entrance of the bay of Port Mahon, with by a flect -

orders to give Admiral Byng's fquadron battle, in

cafe it fhould attempt to relieve the fort,

U 3 Wc



294 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. We have already feen that many of the prin-
175 '• cipal officers were abfent from Fort St. Philip:

of°Fort°St. f°r> though they had been fent on board Admiral
Philip. Byng's fleet, they were not landed. The garri-

fon alfo was thought to be too weak for a long
.

and vigorous defence of a fortreis furrounded

with fuch numerous works, againft an army, fo

eafily fupplied and recruited from the fouth of

France : for which reafon a reinforcement had

been ordered from Gibraltar, but without its pro-

per effect. For, the fiege was begun fome weeks

before our fleet appeared upon the coaft ; and it

returned to Gibraltar, with the troops on board,

defigned to reinforce the garrifon of Fort St. Phi-

Governor lip. Yet Governor Blakeney has been greatly

cenfuS blamed for his conduct. It has been faid, that

he neglected his poll:, by (hutting himfelf up in

his own houfe during the whole fiege, regardlefs

of the command entrufted to his care : that he

ought to have broke up the roads from Cuidadella

and Fornelles, and pulled down the houfesin St.

Philip's town : that he ought alfo to have com-

pelled the natives to go into the cattle to eafe the

ibldiers by doing the labour of the garrifon

:

and that the fortrefs was not, in the whole, pro-

perly defended; and at laft, given up without

necefiky "

This is the fubftance of the charge ; which,

after the governor's return to England, was an-

y See a letter to the Right Hon. Lord B—

—

y, being an

enquiry into his defence of Minorca,

fwered
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fwered z minutely by a principal officer, with the A - D -

concurrence of the other officers under his com- *
75

mand during the fiege. In which anfwer tfie in his 4n-
public are informed, That, as there was not one duft *

colonel to take the chief command, in cafe of

an accident ; nor an officer between him and a

lieutenant-colonel •, and that there were forty-

one captains and fubaltern-officers belonging to

the four regiments in garrifon abfent, the Go-

vernor thought it molt advifeable, and beft for

the fervice, to appoint one fixt place or ftation

for him to receive intelligence from the officers

commanded to go the rounds, or from any others,

as circumftances and the exigencies of the fervice

might require ; laying it down as a maxim, That

it mould always be known, during a fiege, where

to find the Commander in Chief; and that the Go-

vernor of a fortification, who, out of vain curio-

fity, when the immediate fervice does not require

his prefence, goes to view the out- works, or ha-

zards his life, when there is no need of his at-"

tendance, is guilty of great imprudence. Ht
kept two lieutenant- colonels, and the aid-de-

camp to one of them conftantly going the rounds

:

for which they were excufed all other duty •, that

they might have no excufe for remifihefs in this.

Befides, the fort-major and fore adjutant at-

tended the Governor as often as they could be

fparect: the captains, at every poft, had orders

* Sec a full anfwer to an infamous libel, &c Printed for

W. Reeve, 1757.

U Ar
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•A. D. to inform the Governor, by a fubaltern-officer, or
'* ' a ferjeant, immediately, of every proceeding or

accident that might happen under their refpeclive

commands : A report was made every morning

to him, by the field-officer of the day, of the

particular incidents within the twenty-four hours

of duty : with an account of the mot and (hells

fired during that time, defcribing their particular

directions : and his own aid-de-camp was always

ready to carry his orders when and wherever

required.

The circumference of the works being about a

mile, wholly inverted by fea and land, and the

approaches carried on every where, it might have

been a fatal confequence,had the Governor, through

a vain curiofity or imprudent bravery, gone to

view one part of the fortifications, while another

remote part of it had been attacked •, or had he

thereby loft his life. Therefore, it was thought

moil prudent, under thefe circumstances, to fix

upon the cattle for his ftation to receive intelli-

gence, and to give his directions and orders. Not

that the caftle could be fuppofed exempt from

danger : on the contrary, the Governor was here

much expofed to the fire of the enemy's cannon

and mortars •, who in a particular manner were

obferved to level their fhot and fhells at the body

of the caftle and the Governor's houfe : But, it was

from the top thereof, as from the centre of the

fortrefs, he could bed and almoft inftantaneoufly

view all the works and polls under his command,

and
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and the operations, batteries, movements and ap- A. D.

proaches of the beiiegers.

During the whole fiege of feventy days, the

Governor never went into a bed nor undrefled

himfelf. Everyone had accefs to him at all hours,

night and day : and in the day-time he exercifed

the ferjeants and ibidiers himfelf, on the public

parade, in the manner of defence upon any attack

of the fortifications, or fubterraneans; until it

became dangerous for the men, from the enemy's

fhot and fhells •, and after that he continued their

exercife in his own apartments, when time would

permit. Thereby difcharging the duty of a good

Governor, with an attention and application fel-

dom to be met with in a man of eighty-two years

of age.

When a place on the continent is threatened

with a fiege •, the advance of armies, and the ne-

ceffary preparations to carry the defign into exe-

cution cannot be fecreted : they foon grow noto-

rious, and furnifh the governor with time to break

up roads, and to remove all buildings that may
either obftrud the execution of his own batteries,

or favour the approaches of the enemy. But in

this cafe all the intelligence, that could be ob-

tained by the governor, fhut up in an ifland,

was, that great preparations were making in the

fouth of France, which fometimes were faid to

be intended againfl Gibraltar, or Minorca, and

fometimes againffc Corfica, or againfl our planta-

tions in North America, or to join theBreft fqua-

jdron in the invafion of Great Britain or Ireland.

In
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A. D. In which uncertainty, having no advice, nor or-
175 ' ders for his conduct from England, he would

have acted very improperly to break up roads

and to remove buildings before the enemy's mo-

tions mould put their intentions out of all doubt

to be levelled againft his government; and then

Governor Blakeney did all that was in the power of

one in his circumftances, to do. For, as foon as

it was certain
a that the French were making good

their landing at Ciudadella, the governor, with

the advice of the chief engineer, pulled down the

engineer's own houfe, which was a fine modern

building, and four windmills ; thefe being the

only erections, fuppofed to be of fervice to the

enemy, during a fiege ; there being fuch an ef-

planade between the village and the fortifications,

that the houfes in St. Philip's town could do no

harm to the befieged, but, on the contrary, they

did great mifchief to the French, when beat about

their ears by the cannon-balls and fhells from the

caftle. As to the roads ; the difficulty both in

regard to time, and to the nature of the ground,

might be admitted in excufe. The French landed

on the 17th, and meeting with no oppofition from

a land force
b
, that was obliged to fhut themielves

up

a General Blakeney had no certainty of this intended in-

vasion of IVlinorca, till two days before they landed, which

advice he received by a packet-boat difpatched on purpofe.

From which time he made the bell preparations he could for

the defence of the caftle.

b There was a fmall redoubt, with one company, at For-

ces, ar.d a poll with five companies at Ciudadella, which

the
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up in the fort, they took poffefiion of Mahon on A. D.

the 19th of the fame month. Which was a fpace 17s6*

of time too fhort for removing the buildings of

St. Philip's town, had it been neceflary ; or to

break up the roads effectually, had they been ever

fo eafy to dig up. But, the furface of the whole

ifland of Minorca is luch a hard rock, that the

French could not fink entrenchments for about

a mile round the fort, with the labour of their

whole army : How then was it poflible for Go-

vernor Blakeney to break up the roads for thirty

miles with his fmall number of men in three days,

and when they had other work and duty upon their

hands, which could not be left undone. Yet,

even under thefe difficulties, the governor gave a

fample of his attention to this part of duty. He
did order c the bridges to be broken down, and

the roads to be broken up : and they were actually

fpoiled, as much as the fhortnefs of the time, and

the few men, that could be fpared, were able to

execute his orders. In which, or any other la-

bour or fervice, the Governor could depend upon

no afliftance from the iflanders. The Spaniards,

upon this occafion, refufed to join in any act:

againft the French. The more fenfible part of

them would frequently acknowledge, that their

condition was greatly bettered, fince the Engliih

had poffefiion of the ifland -, and that their go-

the Governor recalled, as he did all his advanced parties, as

foon as the enemy began to difembark.
c Major Cunningham was charged with this part of the fer-

vice.

4. vernment
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A. D. vernment was mild and good : but fuch was the

influence of the priefts, over the lower clafs efpeci-

ally, by reprefenting the Englifh to be enemies to

their religion, and in a Hate of damnation, or de-

vils upon earth •, that it got the better of all other

confiderations, and kept up their averfion to us,

even to the laft. For, though the Governor if-

fued out a proclamation, with a promife of pay

and other encouragements, to as many as would

voluntarily enter the fort, only thirteen gentle-

men gave in their names ; only three of them en-

tered the caftle with the Governor ; and one of

them deferted afterwards. And of twenty-five

bakers and artificers, whom the Governor hired,

at a high price, to ferve in the caftie, and grati-

fied with a priefl at the public expence, for their

fpiritual duties •, fuch was the difafFe&ion, that

five or fix of them deferted over the pallifadoes

;

neither could the reft have been reftrained without

a proper guard always to watch them.

All that the Governor could do was actually

performed with great diligence and circumfpection.

He deftroyed all the wine in the cellars of St.

Philip's town, to prevent any mifcarriage in his

own men by drunkennefs ; and he carried the

butts into the caftle to ferve for gabions and tra-

verfes. He drove all the cattle he could meet

with into the fort, for the benefit of the garrifon,

and made fuch a provifion of wine, that there was

no want of thefe neceffaries at the time of their

capitulation. He, not in a condition to give the

invaders battle, walled up his ports ; he afligne4

. every
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every party their pofts ; placed centinels ; and or- A. D.

dered every other precaution becoming the bed I7s6 '

commander in his circumftances.

At this time Commodore Edgecumbe laid at

anchor clofe under the walls of St. Philip's Caftle,

with feveral rich merchant mips ; which muft

have all followed the fate of the fortrefs, had the

French fleet, as it might, have blocked them up

in the harbour of Mahon. But, they were per-

mitted to efcape ; upon a fuppofition, that their

crews would be too inconfiderable a reinforcement

to the garrifon, whofe weaknefs the French Mar-

fhal was perfectly acquainted with. However,

when Edgecumbe failed with his fquadron, he left

behind him all his marines, a detachment from

Gibraltar, the whole crew of the Porcupine (loop,

and the greater part of the Dolphin's, as a rein-

forcement to the fort, under the immediate di-

rection and command of Captain Scroop of the

Dolphin, who voluntarily offered himfelf for that

fervice, and fignalized himfelf by his conduct and

bravery during the fiege.

As foon as this little fquadron had failed for

Gibraltar, the Governor funk a floop in the chan-

nel leading to the harbour. But the French fleet

never attempted to approach the fort.

On the 2 2d of April Governor Blakeney fent a

letter by a drum to Marfhal Duke de Richelieu,

demanding the reafons for fuch a hoftile invafion

of that ifland ; to which he received for anfwer,

That he was come with intention to reduce the

ifland under tj^e dominion of his moft Chriftian

Majefty.

301
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A. D. Majefty, by way of retaliation for the conduct of
175 the King of England, who had feized and de-

tained (hips belonging to the King of France and

his fubjects.

It was conjectured by the French Commander

in Chief, that he fhould have very little trouble

in the reduction of a fortrefs, which, to all ap-

pearance, was not provided with fufficient flrength

to hold out a regular fiege : and therefore he him-

felf did not come fo well provided with engineers,

as the fervice afterwards did require j and, as if

the bare fight of his army had been enough to

ftrike terror into the handful of men immured by

their Governor in Fort St. Philip, he erected his

batteries at Cape Mola, at fuch a diftance, on the

other fide of the harbour, that they could do no,

execution, and at the fame time were moft ex-

pofed to the fire of the caftle ; which was fo well

ferved, and fo continual on this quarter, that it

foon convinced the enemy of the vanity of their

fanguine hopes of an eafy conqueft, and of the

neceffity of changing their plan of attack, and to

make their approaches on the fide of St. Philip's

town. Where, on the 12th of May, and near

the fite, from whence the Governor had removed

the wind-mills, they, about nine at night, opened

two bomb batteries, with great fury. The fire

was incefiantly kept up on both fides, from mor-

tars and cannon ; and the French raifed new bat-

teries continually, where they difcovered the lead

advantage againft the fortrefs.

In
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In this precarious fituation Governor Blakeney A. T»

took the direction of the whole defence upon *' 5

h'mfelf. His order in writing was, " That no

" officer, of what rank foever he might be, fhould

" direct a meafure of any confequence to be taken,

" without being firft communicated to him for

" his approbation." Which was punctually ob-

ferved.

As the works were extenfive, the befiegers

much too numerous to be oppofed by open force,

and the garrifon not half the number requifite

for the defence of the fort, the Governor could

make no fallies ; and was confined to fuch opera-

tions, as would annoy the enemy from his batte-

ries, and to fave his people for the defence of the

place, in the laft extremity. Thus he made as

much ufe as he could of the fubterraneans to fhelter

his men : he ordered the guards to parade in them,

and to march to and from the feveral pofls afligned

them, under their covers by the communications

:

and that part of the garrifon, not upon duty, was

ordered to continue always under thofe covers.

By which prudent difpofition the garrifon was

faved, and the pofls conftantly fupplied ; and it

was in a great meafure owing to the obedience

both of officers and men under this wife difpofi-

tion, that five thoufand of the enemy were cut

off, with a fmall lofs on our fide.

Having feen that all difpofitions were made for

i defence, that providence could fuggefr, or the na-

ture of the place could admit of;—let us add,

That
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A. D. That the Governor, upwards of a year before the

l 75 6 - fiege, had ordered a furvey to be taken of the

ordnance and of the ftores ; found forty cannon

and upwards defective, and had them replaced by

the Board of Ordnance. He alfo had the fhot

and mells carefully furveyed and gaged ; and find-

ing the fuzees in (tore unferviceable by length of

time, he ordered an equal number of empty ones

to be drove -, and by ordering a number of fol-

diers to be difciplined in the management of the

artillery, many of them became expert gunners,

and did good fervice in the defence of the place.

—All which were proper attentions of a good Go-

vernor.—In the time of the fiege councils of war

were frequent, and the engineers always attended.

The batteries of cannon and mortars were well

ferved, and did great execution : but he had no

miners, except fix or feven coal-heavers, or fuch

like men, picked out amongft the regiments.

On the 19th day of the month the brave gar-

rifon exulted with joy at the fight of Admiral

Byng's fquadron : and Mr. Boyd, CommhTary of

Stores, ventured in an open boat with fix oars,

down a creek called St. Steven's Cove, on the weft

fide of the caftle, through a fhower of mufket

and cannon-balls, from the enemy's port on the

other fide, to join the Britifh fquadron, and to

inform the admiral of the condition of the gar-

rifon. This boat actually reached the open fea,

but was obliged to put back by the fame way he

came out, not being able to reach the fleet, which

was



the LATE WAR. 305

was too far diftant, and then ftretching to the A
-
D.

fouthward, and alfo chaced by two light veffels

from the enemy. But no tongue can exprefs the

furpi ize they met with next day, when the French

fleet returned to their ftation, off Cape Mola 5 no

Englifh fquadron was to be feen, and a general

difcharge or feu-de-joye, in the French camp, con-

firmed by the report of a deferter, that Admiral

Byng's fleet had been worried, and obliged to

retire, by the French fquadron under M. de la

Galiffionere.

How far Galiffionere could pride himfelf, or

the French were entitled to the claim, of a victory

over the Englifh fleet, by the action on the 20th

of May, is beyond all conception : for, it is no-

torious, that Galiffionere ran away from Admiral

Byng. The misfortune on our fide was the per-

mitting the French fleet to retreat, without a ge-

neral engagement, and to flee without being pur-

fued, and to relume their ftation to block up

Mahon by fea, without being molefted. All which

circumftances, duly confidered, anfwered the pur-

pofes of the greateft victory to the enemy : becaufe

the fea was (hut to the befieged, and open for

every neceffary purpofe to the befiegers.

Thefe were, no doubt, fevere trials : but the

garrifon in no wife degenerated from their cou-

rage : though they found themfelves abandoned

by the Englifh fleet, they refolved to exert their

utmoft in their own defence, and for the glory of

their country •, not without hopes, that the fleet

might be reinforced, and return with fufficient

Vol. I. X ftrength

7
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A- D. flrength to their relief. With fuch fpirits they
175

' fuftained and returned the enemy's fire without

ceafing, always ready to maintain the poft of ho-

nour, and to feek for a ftation where they could

do moft execution. Neither did their vigour

abate, but rather increafed with their labour and

danger ; when their embrafures and parapets were

demolifhed, and they flood expofed to every ball

and fhell from the enemy, encompafling them on

every fide ; who at lad were augmented, by re-

inforcements to twenty thoufand men, and were

incefiantly carrying on their approaches with fixty-

two battering cannon, twenty-one mortars, and

four howitzers, befides fmall arms.

There was no refilling fuch a formidable army,

without further aid. And a well appointed fleet

was the only effectual means to fnatch the prey

out of the enemy's hands : which, as it was in

our power to fend, might be expected in a very

fhort time : And the French Marfhal having in-

telligence, th3t the court of Great Britain had dif-

patched a ftrong addition of one eighty gun fhip,

three of fixty-four and one of fifty guns to join

the fquadron under Admiral Byng : as he could not

but forefee his own difgrace in the confequences

of a defeat of his fleet, which would infallibly

lock his army up in an idand where he could not

find fupport of any kind, and oblige him to fur-

render priibners of war : and the prolongation

of the fiege being fo far beyond the time his

court was taught to expect a furrender of Fort St.

Philip's, that his enemies about the King had

made
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made ufe of it to leffen his abilities in their royal A - D.

mailer's efteem, and were upon the point of getting

him recalled : therefore M. Duke de Richelieu

pufhed matters with the utmoft vigour ; and

having made a practicable breach in one of the

ravelins, and confiderably damaged the other out-

works on the 27th day of June, it was refolved

to try the effects of a general aflault, in that very

night.

The garrifon was reduced to two thoufand five State of the

hundred men at the time the general attack was fhe^naai

made : on the contrary, the enemy's army, which attack -

had been continually reinforced by a regiment of

artillery and fupplies of troops, ammunition, &c,

was ftronger than at the beginning of the fiege.

On the evening of the 26th the Duke de Riche- The plan

lieu called a council of war, at which were prefent ^JjJ,

all the general officers, to whom he imparted the

whole project* and received their approbation. He
then proceeded to fettle their refpective charges for

the execution of the plan •, and took his own poft

in the centre of the attacks on the left, with orders

for the Count deMaillebois, the Marquis de Mifnilj

and the Prince of Wirtemburg to attend him, to

give the neceffary directions for the fupport and

fuccefs of the attacks. It was likewife agreed*

That the fignal, for the beginning of the attack,

fhould be given by firing a cannon and four bombs,

from the battery near the fignal houfe.

Things being thus difpofed, the artillery con- The fignal;

tinued to batter the forts till the 27th at ten

o'clock in the evening, when they all on a fudden

X 2 ceafed
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A. D. ceafed firing. Immediately the fignal of a cannon
175 * (hot and four bombs thrown into the caftle, was

given, according to orders ; and M. de Monty

marched againft Strugen and Argyle, and Meffrs.

de Briqueville and de Sades, advanced fucceflively

againft Kane and the Queen's redoubt. The men

of wars boats, with troops and fcaling ladders,

went up to St. Steven's cove at the fame time, and

attempted to carry Charles's Fort, but were bravely

repulfed.

Theftorm. The befieged behaved like heroes, difputing

the ground inch by inch ; but after much execu-

tion, by the fire on both fides, the Strugen or

Anflruther redoubt was taken by affault, and the

Argyle and Queen's redoubt by efcalade.—-The

Argyle was blown up : and three mines were

fprung under the Queen's redoubt, the glacis of

the Anflruther and Kane's lunette, with fuch exe-

cution, that they blew three companies of French

grenadiers into the air. But the lofs on this oc-

cafion to the garrifon was much more fatal. For,

Lieutenant-Colonel Jeffries, of Lord Effingham's

regiment, the fecond in command, and, indeed

the principal acting man in the fort, was taken

prifoner, between the Strugen and Argyle, as he

was hurrying with a hundred men to their relief.

When he found the French in poffeflion of the

redoubt, he endeavoured to retreat : but was fur-

rounded and obliged to furrender, with fifteen of

his men. Here alfo Major Cunningham, who was

in his company, though he had the good fortune

to preferve his liberty, was fo difabled by a wound

through
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through his right hand with a bayonet, and by -A. D.

having his arm mattered with a mufket ball, that *
75

he was no longer able to continue on duty.

Thefe three redoubts being taken, and the ene- A lodg-

my in poiYeffion of the cannon and mortars found made>

in them, made a lodgment inftantly in that part,

which was the principal attack, and carried on

the other attacks with vigour. At the fame time,

the Prince de Beauveau, to whofe charge was

committed the attack againft the weftern and Ca-

roline lunettes, got poficfTion of the covert way

;

but, as Kane's lunette was not taken
; he was ob-

liged to retreat, having nailed up twelve pieces of

cannon, cut down the palliJadoes, deftroyed the

gun carriages, and maintained this as long as he

could, in order to favour the principal attack.

The impracticability of maintaining a fortrefs

of fuch an extent, by fuch a thin garrifon, againft

all thefe firings, and the combination of all thefe

various attacks, fo animated the French com-

mander, that he made fure of fuccefs on the left

;

and by break of day, his men being totally maf-

ters of the Queen's redoubt and the forts Strugen

and Argyle, they ported 400 in the former and

200 in the latter : M. Richelieu and his noble at-

tendants, above-mentioned, continuing all the

time, as had been concerted, in the center of the

attacks on the left.

The brave Governor and garrifon defended Bravery of

themfelves with all the intrepidity that is natural ed.

to Englifhmen in time of danger. But none di-

ftinguilhed themfelves more than thofe in the

X 3 weftern
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A. D. weflern and Caroline lunettes, where each officer

75
' and foldier, emulous of glory, maintained their

ground with exalted courage and exerted bravery,

under the greater!: fatigue, again ft a vaft fuperior

number of the enemy.

A parley, At day-break on the 28th, the befiegers, fa-

Jffefts!

bad mous *or ftratagem, to accomplifh what they can't

perfect by force, beat a parley, and obtained a

ceffation of arms under colour of burying their

dead, which indeed laid in heaps about the places

of action. But the principal view of the enemy

was, to fnatch an opportunity to fecure the lodg-

ments they had made, by introducing into them

a confiderable number of troops, through a fub-

terranean paffage, which had been opened by a

fhell, and not difcovered by the befieged, till the

day cleared up •, and then it was too late to difpute

its pofiefiion with the enemy.

When this was difcovered, and it was known

that, by this paffage under the Kane, the enemy

might proceed to all the other communications of

the fubterraneans communicating with all the out-

works, which the garrifon was not in a condition,

for numbers, to defend; the governor, during the

A council ceffation of arms, held a council of war ; who

rheTaftie! having duly confidered the circumftances of the

garrifon, and of the meafures propereft to be

taken, the majority declared for a capitulation.

Then the Governor confulted the officers of artil-

lery : who all declared, that the works were in a

mattered, ruinous condition, and irreparable in

the prefent ftate of the garrifon. He alfo fent for

4 all
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all the captains not upon duty ; who all agreed, A. D.

that the garrifon was not in a condition to fuftain
*

another general attack : that the body of the caftle

was greatly fhattered : the embrafures were beat

down : that the pallifadoes were in many places

broken to pieces ; that the garrifon was worn out

with inceflant duty and watchings ; and that the

enemy, being in pofTeffion of the fubterraneans,

which communicate themfelves under all the caftle,

the Governor muft be obliged to defend thefe alfo,

mould he (land another ftorm, or leave the body

of the place expofed to the enemy, without refift-

ance: for which there was not a fufficient force

under his commmand.

Thefe confiderations, and the want of intelli- Surrenders

gence, after the difappearance of the Englifh lation.

"

fquadron under Admiral Byng, prevailed on the

Governor to propofe terms of capitulation, in order

to preferve the remains of his brave garrifon, and

the lives of a confiderable number of his Majefty's

fubjefls, that were in the fort ; and which, with-

out diftinction might have been thrown away in

cafe of a general ftorm : and it was happy for

them that he did capitulate ; for the enemy, the

very next day after the capitulation, landed 4000

men more with ammunition at Ciudadella.

Yet this meafure has not efcaped cenfure : there objVti

was an oppofition even in the council of war. on *~

For, fome officers argued that, as the garrifon

was very little
d diminiihed, was ttill in high fpi-

rits,

d The lofs of the EnfcKlh amounted to no more than three

officers killed, five wounded, and 7 1 private men killed, and

X 4 326 wound-
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A. D. rits, and in want of nothing : that, as there was
175

' n> breach made by the enemy in the body of the

caitle, nor a Tingle cannon erected to batter in

breach : that, as the lofs of an outwork was never

deemed a fufficient reafon for furrendering a for-

trefs of fuch a ftrength and importance : that, as

the counteifcarp was fo well fecured by its rocky

foundation, as not to be taken, otherwile than by

aiTault, which would coft the enemy more men,

than in their laft attempt: that, as the counter-

fcarp muft be taken before the enemy could attack

the ditch, or batter in breach, and they muft

have recourfe to galleries, before they could pafs

the fofTe, which was furni/hed with mines and

counter-mines : and that, as they might hope for

relief from the Englifh fleet when properly rein-

forced, they could not fee the neceflity of capitu-

lating •, efpecially, as they held it to be the duty

of a Governor to defend his caftle to the laft ex-

tremity, without paying any regard to confe-

quences.

The capitulation e did great honour to Governor

Blakeney ; Marfhal Richelieu declaring, in his an-

fwer

326 wounded (twenty-five of which died of their wounds) ten

died of difeafes, and feventeen were miffing.

c Articles of capitulation propofed by Lieutenant General Blakeney,

for bis Britannic Majefys garrifon of the cajile of St. Philip" s,

on the ifand of Minorca.

Article I.

'p H A T all ads of hoflility (hall ceafe, until the articles of

capitulation arc agreed upon and figned.

Richelieu] I.

Granted.

II-
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fwer to the fecond article, that he had been induced, A. D.

by the brave defence made by the Governor and
I75

garrifon,

II.

That all the honours of war (hall be granted the garrifon

on their hirrender, fuch as, to march out with their firelocks

on their moulders, drums beating, colours flying, twenty.four

charge, for each man, match lighted, four pieces of cannon,

and two mortals wnh twenty charges for each piece, a co-

vered waggon for the Governor, and four others for the gar-

rifon, wnich fhall not be fearched on any pretence.

Richelieu] II.

The noble and vigorous defence which the Englifli have

made, having deferved all the marks of efleem and venera-

tion, that every military per ion ought to flvw to fuch actions ;

and Marfhal Richelieu being delirou, alfo to fhew General

Blakeney the regard due to the brave defence he has made,

grants to the garrifon all the honours of war that they can

enjoy, under the circumftances of their going out for an em-

barkation, to wit, firelocks on their fhoulders, drums beating,

colours flying, twenty cartouches each man, and alfo lighted

match ; he confents likewife, that Lieutenant-General Blake-

ney, and his garrifon, (hall carry away all the efte&s that

fhali belong to them, and that can be put into trunks. It

would be ufelefs to them to have covered waggons ; there are

none in the ifland, therefore tiiey are refufed.

III.

That all the garrifon, including all the fubjefts of his Bri-

tannick Majefty, as well civil as military, fhall have all their

baggage, and effefts fecured, with liberty of removing and

difpofing of them, as they fhall think proper.

Richelieu] III.

Granted, except to the natives of the ifland, upon condition

that all the lawful debts of the garrifon to the Minorquins, who
are to be considered as French fubjefts, fhall be paid.

IV.

That the garrifon, including the officers, artificers, foldiers,

and other fubjetts of his Britannic Majefty, with their fami-

lies,

I
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A. D. garrifon, to grant them fuch generous terms,
175 ' which entitled them to march out with all the

honours

lies, who fhall be willing to leave the ifland, fhall be provided

with proper veflels, and conducted to Gibraltar by the fhorteft

and moft dire.fl navigation : that they fhall be landed imme-

diately upon their arrival, at the expence of the crown of

France, and that they fhall be fupplied with provifions. out

of thofe that may yet be remaining in the place, at the time

of its furrender, as long as they fhall remain in the ifland, and

during their voyage at fea, and that in the fame proportion

that they receive at prefeiit. But if a greater quantity fhould

be wanted, that they fhould be furnifhed with it at the ex-

pence of the crown of France.

Ricehlieu] IV.

Tranfport veflels fhall be furnifhed from among thofe which

are in the pay of his moft Chiifti^n Majefty, and proper for

the military and civil garrifon of Foit St. Philip, and their

families. Thefe veflels fhall carry them by the fafeft naviga-

tion to Gibraltar, with the fhorteft delay pofflble, and fhall

land them immediately, upon condition, that after their be-

ing landed, thefe fhips fhall be provided with fufficient pafT-

ports, that they may not be molefted on their return to the

port of France they fhall be bound for : and hoftages fhall be

given for the fafety of the tranfport veffels and their crews,

who fhall embark in the firft neutral fhip that fhall come to

fetch them, after the faid veflels fhall be returned in the port

of France.

The garrifon fhall alfc be fupplied with provifions as well

during their flay in the ifland, as for twelve days voyage, which

ihall be taken from thofe that fhall be found in the Fort St.

Philip, and diftributed on thfe footing, that they have been

<ifua!ly furnifhed to the Englifh garrifon ; and if more be

wanted, it fhall be furnifhed, paying for it as it fhall be agreed

by commiflaries on both fides.

V.

Thst proper quarter fhall be provided for the garrifon, with

in hofpital fit for the fick and wounded, whilft the tranfports

are
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honours of war, and to be conveyed by fea to Gib- A. D.

raltar. And his Majefty, our late fovereign, who *
75 '

could

are getting ready, which fhall not exceed a month, to be

reckoned from the day of" figning this capitulation ; and with

regard to thofe, who (hall not be in a condition to be tran-

fported, they fhall flay, and care fhall be taken of them, 'till

they are in a condition to be fent to Gibraltar by another op-

portunity.

Richelieu] V.

The veffels being ready for the tranfporting the garrifon,,

the providing quarters, as demanded, becomes unnecefiary ;

jthey fhall go out of the place with the leaft delay, in order to

froceed to Gibraltar ; and with regard to thofe, who cannot

.be embarked immediately, they fhall be permitted to remain

in the ifland, and all the affiftance they fhall want, fhall be

given them for their going to Gibraltar, when they fhall be

jn a condition to be embarked ; a ilate of them fnall be

drawn up, and the neceffary paflports fhall be left, for a ftiip

to go and return ; and an hofpital fhall alfo be furnifhed for

the fick and wounded, as fhall be fettled by the refpechve

commifTaries.

VI.

That the Governor fhall not be accountable for all the houies

that fhall have been deftroyed and burnt during the fiege.

Richelieu] VI.

Granted for the houfes deflroyed or burnt during the

|iege : but feveral effects, and titles of the admiralty court,

which have been carried into the fort, fhall be reftored, as

well as the papers of the town houfe, which have been carried

away by the receiver , and the papers and titles relating to

the ladings of the French merchant-fnips, which have been

alfo retained.

VII.

When the garrifon fhall come out of the place, no body

fhall be permitted to debauch the foldiers, to make them de.

fert from their regiments • and their officers fhall have accefs

to them at all time.

Richelieu'!
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only

A. D. could not be fuppofed to be ignorant of any part
175

' of the attack and defence of Fort St. Philip, not

Richelieu] VII.

No foldier fhall be excited to defert, and the officers Ihall

have an entire authority over them to the moment of their em-
barkation.

VIII.

An exaft discipline fhall be obferved on each fide.

Richelieu] VIII.

Granted.

IX.

That fuch of the inhabitants of the ifland, as have joined

,

the Englifli for the defence of the place, fhall have leave to

remain, and to enjoy their goods and effefts in the ifland with-

out being molefled.

Richelieu] IX.

General Blakeney, and Marfhal Richelieu cannot fix or ex-

tend the authority of the Kings their matters, over thsir fub-

jecls ; it would be fetting bounds to it, to oblige them to re-

ceive in their dominions, thofe whom they fhould not think

proper to have fettled there.

X.

That all prifoners of war fhall be reftored on each fide.

Richelieu] X.

All the prifoners that have been made during the fiege fhall

be reftored on each fide, fo that when the French return thofe

they have, the piquets, which were taken going to join the

French fleet, the day Admiral Byng appeared before Mahon,

fhall be reftored.

XI.

That Mr. Cunningham the engineer, who atted as a vo-

lunteer during the fiege, fhall have a paffport, and leave to go

wherever his affairs require.

Richelieu] XI.

Granted,

XII.



the L AT E W A R. 317

3nly approved of General Blakeney's conduct ; A. D.

but, upon his arrival in England, ennobled c him ;
I7S '

and diftinguifhed him with other particular marks

of his regard and favour.

This brave commander, General William Blake-

ney, was a native of Ireland, and born at Mounc

'Blakeney, in the county of Limerick, A. D. 1672,

XII.

Upon the foregoing conditions, his excellency the lieutenant

general governor confents, after the hoftages (hall have been

exchanged for the faithful execution of the above articles, to

deliver up the place to his moll Chriftian Majefty, with all

'the magazines, ammunition, cannons, and mortars, except

thofe mentioned in the fecond article, and to point out to the

engineers all the mines, and fubterraneous works. Done at

the caftle of St. Philip, the 28th of June 1756.

Richelieu] XII.

As foon as the foregoing articles (hall have been figned, the

French fhall be put in poffeflion of one of the gates of St. Phi-

lip's caftle, as well as of the Forts Marlborough and St. Charles,

upon the hoftages being fent on both fides, for the faithful exe-

cution of the foregoing articles.

The ftoccado that is in the port fhall be removed, and the

going in and the coming out fhall be left open, at the dif-

pofition of the French, until the whole garrifon has marched

out : in the mean time, the commiffanes on both fides fhall

be employed, thofe on the part of his excellency General

Blakeney, in making an eftimate of the effects in the military

magazines, and others ; and thofe on the part of his excel-

lency the Duke of Richelieu, in receiving them ; and to de-

liver to the Englilh fuch part thereof, as has been agreed

upon. Plans fhall alfo be delivered of the galleries, mines,

and other fubterraneous works. Done at St. Philip, the 29th

of June, 1756.

e By the title of Lord Blakeney, of Mount Blakeney in the

kingdom of Ireland,

the



3i§ The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. the antient feat of his family. He entered into
175

' the land fervice in the beginning of Queen Ann's
war, and was made an enfign by Lord Cutts at

the fiege of Venlo. But he was long overlooked

and neglected, till he found a friend in the late

Duke of Richmond, by whofe intereft he was

promoted to a regiment. He ferved againft the

Spaniards at Carthagena, and recommended him-
felf to his late Majefty by his courage and conduct

in the defence of Stirling caftle, againft the rebels

and their French auxiliaries in 1745. Yet his

great merit and unblemifhed character could pro-

,
cure nothing better for him in the decline of life,

when old age bore hard upon him, than a com-
mand on the ifland of Minorca, where he was
obliged to refide feveral years as lieutenant-go-

vernor*

The caftle,
The articles of capitulation being figned, and

&c. fur- the hoftages given, M. de Richelieu entered Fort

St. Philip, on the 29th of June at noon : where he

found 240 cannon fit for fervice ; befides 40 ruined

or nailed up during the attack, 70 mortars,

700,000 lwt. of gunpowder, 12,000 cannon balls

and 15,000 bombs. The garrifon confifted of

2963 men, about 2300 of whom were military*

(the reft labourers, &c.) commanded by three lieu-

tenant colonels only, 23 captains, and a very few
Ammuni- fubakems. In the defence of this fort there were

pcnded expended, 27,018 fhells of different fizes, 1032
during the hancj granacjes, 32,706 round (hot, 332 double

headed (hot, 959 grape (hot, 353,639 pounds

13 ounces
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13 ounces of gunpowder, 73 carcaffes of 12 inches, A - D -

41 of 10 inches, and 86 fire balls.

Admiral Byng, agreeable to the lad refolution Admiral

of the council of war, which was held on board the um/to"

Ramillies, on the 24th of May, gave orders for Gibial tar-

the mips under his command to ftand to the weft-

ward -, and they accordingly did fo, in the afternoon

of the fame day. But, what by contrary winds, and

what by the detention occafioned by the care ne-

ceiTary to be given to the crippled mips, the In-

trepid being fometimes forced to be taken in tow,

the fquadron did not arrive at Gibraltar till the 19th

of Tune ; where the admiral found Commodore Reinforc,

Broderick, who had arrived four days before, with
e

'

five mips of the line
f
, to reinforce his fquadron.

By the date g of Commodore Broderick's in- Re"iarks

ftructions or orders, it is evident, that this rein- inforce-

forcement was ordered, before it was poffible for
mcnt*

the miniftry to have received any advice from

Admiral Byng himfelf, or any authentic intelli-

gence relating to his fquadron : and by the letter

fent by the Admiralty, and delivered by Captain

Broderick, to Admiral Byng, at Gibraltar, which

you have at the bottom of this page h
, it is alfo

evident,

f The Prince George of 80 guns, Hampton Court, Ipf-

tvich, and Naflau of 64, and the Ifis of 50 guns,

s May the 17th.

h Admiralty office, May 21, 1756.

S I R,

\jf Y lords commiflioners of the admiralty having received

certain intelligence, that the French are fitting out more

ihips at Toulon, they have thought proper to reinforce the

fquadron
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A. D. evident, that che necemty of reinforcing the ad-
17^ • miral was known foon after his failing from Eng-

land; and therefore that, had thofe five mips

been originally added to, inftead of following, his

fquadron, too late, it would have given Admiral

Byng fuch a fuperiority in the Mediterranean, that

the French admiral would not have dared to wait

for him.

Admiral Thus reinforced, Admiral Byng refolved to re-

B
ares ?o

C
" turn *n queft °f tne enemy, and once more to

reek the give them battle; with this refolution, he gave
enemy. . ,. .

" u .
. . .

immediate orders to remove the fick men in his

fquadron, amounting to near iooo, into the hof-

pital ; for all the captains to refit their mips for

fea with all pomble expedition, to complete their

mips with water, to aflivt the matter-fhipwright

and flore- keeper, with as many hands as poiTible,

from every fhip, to carry on the fervice of the

fleet ; and for the agent-victualler to furniih all the

mips with wine and provisions.

All thofe, with feveral other duties and fervices,

were forwarded with the utmofl diligence ; and

the admiral refolved to put to fea, and to attempt

the relief of Fort St. Philip, which according to

fquadron under your command with the mips named in the

margin, by whom this is tent to you.

Thefe mips carry out a regiment of foldiers, and will

probably take more on board at Gibraltar, if they can be

fpared.

I am, Sir,

Your mod humble fervant,

J. Clevland.
To the Hon. Adm. Byng, Mediterranean.

the
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the intelligence he had received, continued ftill to A. D.

hold out.
17s6*

Admiral Byng alfodifpatched a letter to the ad-

miralty containing the particulars of the late ac-

tion, and of the refolutions of the council of war

concerning his prefent motions. But the contents

were not made public, for feveral days after its

arrival, and then garbled in fuch a manner, as to

throw the odium of the mifcarriage upon him, and

to fupprefs thofe paffages, which tended to his own

juftification, or reflected upon the conduct of the

miniftry ; efpecially in the department of the ad-

miralty. For which partiality they were much

blamed by the friends of the admiral, and cenfur-

ed by the generality of the people. Becaufe it

expofed the commander in chief entirely to the

refentment of the public, without a poflibility of

exculpating himfelf \ and fuggefted ftrong fufpi-

cions againft the integrity of thofe, who durft not

trull the people with a fight of thofe paffages in

the admiral's letter, that regarded their own con-

duct, in the affair of Minorca. But this will belt

appear from the entire letter, as it was afterwards

publilhed by the admiral in his own vindication,

as follows

:

Ramillies, off Minorca, May 25, 1756.

SIR,

r Have the pleafure to defire you will acquaint Admiral

their lordfhips, that having failed from Gib- ter% "the

raltar the 8th, I got off Mahon the 19th, having *s*May

been joined by his Majefty's (hip Phoenix, off

Vol. I. Y Majorca,

7
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A^ D. Majorca, two days before, " by whom I had cori-

" firmed the intelligence I received at Gibraltar,

" of the ftrength of the French fleet, and of

" their being off Mahon. His Majefty's colours

" were ftill flying at the caftle of St. Philip, and
" I could perceive feveral bomb batteries playing
iX upon it from different parts ; French colours we
" faw flying on the weft part of St. Philip's. I

" difpatched the Phoenix, Chefterfield and Dol-

" phin a-head, to reconnoitre the harbour's mouth,

" and Captain Harvey to endeavour to land 2

" letter for General Blakeney, to let him know
" the fleet was here to his afliftance, though every

" one was of opinion, we could be of no ufe to

" him, as by all accounts no place was fecured for

" covering a landing, could we have fparcd any

** people. The Phoenix was alfo to make the

" private figrral between Captain Harvey and

" Captain Scrope, as this latter would undoubtedly

" come off, if it were practicable, having kept

" the Dolphin's barge with him-, but, the enemy's

" fleet appearing to the fouth-eaft, and the wind

" at the fame time coming ftrong off the land,

" obliged me to call thofe fliips in, before they

" could get quite fo near the entrance of the har-

" bour, as to make fure what batteries or guns

" might be placed to prevent our having any

" communication with the caftle." Falling little

wind, it was five before I could form my line, or

diftinguifh any of the enemy's motions, and not

at all to judge of their force more than by their

numbers, which were fevcnteen, and thirteen ap-

peared
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peared large. They at firft flood towards us in a A - D -

regular line, and tacked about feven, which I
75

judged was to endeavour to gain the „wind of us

in the night ; fo that being late, I tacked, in order

to keep the weather- gage of them, as well as to

make lure of the land-wind, in the morning, be-

ing very hazy and not above five leagues off

Cape Mola. We tacked off towards the enemy

at eleven j and at day-light had no fight of them.

But two tartans with the French private fignal

being clofe in the rear of our fleet, I fent the

Princefs Louifa to chafe one* and made the fignal

for the rear admiral, who was neareft the other,

to fend fhips to chafe her •, the Princefs Louifa,

Defiance, and Captain, became at a great dif-

tance •, but the Defiance took her's, which had

two captains, two lieutenants, and 102 private

foldiers, who were fent out the day before with

600 men on board tartans to reinforce the French

fleet, on our then appearing off the place. The

Phoenix, on Captain Harvey's offer, prepared to

ierve as a fire fhip, but without damaging her as

a frigate, till the fignal was made to prime, when

flie was then to fcuttle her decks, every thing

elfe being prepared, as the time and place allowed

of. The enemy now began to appear from the

maft head ; I called in the cruifers, and when

they had joined me, I tacked towards the enemy,

and formed the line a-head. I found the French

were preparing theirs to leeward, having unfuc-

cefsfully endeavoured to weather me : they were

12 large fhips of the line, and five frigates. As

Y 2 foon
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A. D. foon as I judged the rear of our fleet to be the
175 ' length of their van, we tacked all together, and

immediately made the fignal for the mips that

led, to lead large, and for the Deptford to quit

the line, that ours might become equal in number

with theirs. At two I made the fignal to engage,

as I found it was the fureft method of ordering

every fhip to clofe down on the one that fell to

their lot. And here I muft exprefs my great fa-

tisfaction at the very gallant manner in which the

rear admiral fet the van the example, by inftantly

bearing down on the fhips he was to engage with

his fecond, and who occafioned one of the French

mips to begin the engagement, which they did, by

raking ours as they went down ; I bore down on

the (hip that lay oppofite me, and began to en-

gage him, after having received the fire for fome

time in going down. The Intrepid " unfortu-

nately" (in the very beginning) had his fore-top-

maft fhot away, and as that hung on his fore-fail

and backed it, he had no command of his fhip,

his fore tack and all his braces being cut at the fame

time, fo that he drove on the next fhip to him,

and obliged that, and the fhips a head of me, to

throw all aback •, this obliged me to do fo alfofor

fome minutes, to avoid their falling on board me,

though not before we had drove ouradverfary out

of the line, who put before the wind, and had

feveral fhot fired at him from his own admiral.

This not only caufed the enemy's center to be un-

attacked, but left the rear admiral's divifion ra-

ther uncovered for fome little time. I fent and

called
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called to the ihips a-head of me to make fail on, A.D.

and go down on the enemy, and ordered the Clief-

terfield to lay by the Intrepid, and the Deptford

to fupply the Intrepid's place. I found the enemy

edged away constantly, and as they went three

feet to our one, they would never permit our

clofmg with them, but took the advantage of de-

stroying our rigging; for though I clofed the rear

admiral fait, I found I could not again clofe the

enemy, whofe van was fairly drove from their

line i but their admiral was joining them by bear-

ing away. By this time 'twas paft fix, and the

enemy's van and ours were at too great a diftance

to engage j I perceived fome of their mips ftretch-

ing to the northward, and I imagined they were

going to form a new line ; I made the fignal for

the head molt Ihips to tack, and thofe that led be-

fore with larboard tacks, to lead with the ftar-

board, that I might by the firft keep (if poflible)

the wind of the enemy, and by the fecond, be

between the rear admiral's divilion and the enemy,

as his had Suffered molt, as alfo to cover the In-

trepid, which I perceived to be in a very bad con-

dition, and whofe lofs would very greatly give the

balance againlt us, if they had attacked us next

morning, as I expected. I brought to about eight

that night to join the Intrepid, and to refit our

ihips as fait as poflible, and continued ib all night.

The next morning we faw nothing of the enemy,

though we were {till lying to-, Mahon was

N. N. W. about ten or eleven leagues. 1 fent

cruiiers out to look for the Intrepid and Chefter-

Y 3
field,
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A. D. field, who joined me the next day, and having,
75 ' from a ftate and condition of the fquadron brought

me in, found that the Captain, Intrepid and De-

fiance (which latter has loft her captain) were

much damaged in their mads, " fo that they were
*' endangered of not being able to fecure their

" mads properly at fea ; and alfo that the fquadron

" in general were very fickly, many killed and
" wounded, and no-where to put a third of their

" number, if I made an hofpital even of the 40
" gun fhip, which was not eafy at lea •," I thought

it proper in this fituation, to call a council of war

before I went again to look for the enemy. I de-

fired the attendance of General Stuart, Lord

Effingham, and Lord Robert Bertie, and Colonel

Cornwallis, that I might collect their opinions

upon the prefent fituation " of Minorca and Gi-

" braltar, and make fure of protefting the latter,

" fince it was found impracticable to either fuc-

" cour or relieve the former with the force we
" had ; for though we may juftly claim the vi&o-

" ry, yet we are much inferior to the weight of

" their fnips, though the numbers are equal ; and

" they have the advantage of fending to Minorca
<c their wounded, and getting reinforcements of

** feamen from their tranfports, and foldiers from

" their camp •, all which, undoubtedly has been

" done in this time that we have been laying to re-

<c
fit, and often in fight of Minorca •, and their

" fhips have more than once appeared in a line

" from our mail- heads. I fend their lordihips

*• the refolution of the council of war," in which

there
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there was not the lead contention or doubt arofe. A. D.

" I hope indeed we fhall find ftores to refit us at

" Gibraltar, and if I have any reinforcement,

" will not lofe a moment's time to feek the enemy
" again, and once more give them battle, though

" they have a great advantage in being clean

" mips, that go three feet to our one, and there-

" fore have the choice how they will engage us,

ct or if they will at all, and will never let us clofe

" them, as their foie view is the difabling our

" mips, in which they have but two well fuccceded,

" though we obliged them to bear up." I do not

fend their lordfhips the particulars of our lofTes

and damages by this, as it would take me much
time, and that I am willing none mould be loft in

letting them know an event of fuch confequence.

* c
I cannot help urging their lordfhips for a rein-

" forcement, if none are yet failed, on their know-
" ledge of the enemy's ftrength in thefe feas, and
*' which, by very good intelligence, will in a few

" days be flrengthened by four more large (hips

5? from Toulon, almoft ready to fail, if not now
" failed to join thefe." I difpatch this to Sir Ben-

jamin Keene, by way of Barcelona, and am mak-

ing the befb of my way to M cover" Gibraltar;

from which place I propofe fending their lordfhips

a more particular account. I am, Sir,

Your molt humble fervanr,

John Byng.

To the Hon. John Clevland, Efq;

Y 4 When



328 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A^- When this entire letter was publifhed by Mr.
Byng's friends, it was accompanied with fome re-

marks very difadvantageous to the miniftry

;

Remarks wherein it is obferved, That the firft mutilation

tiiated par- concealed an allufion made to his former letter

marked ^rom Gibraltar, which it was apparently the in-

with ". tereft of the miniftry to keep in darknefs. It

feems likewife intended by this orniffion, to in rinu-

ate that Byng never came within fight of Minor-

ca, and that he was caught unexpectedly by the

French. The words could we have /pared any

people would have difcovered the weaknefs of the

armament ; and the opinion of the officers that

the landing place was covered, would have fhewn

the folly of thofe, who contrived the expedition,

and fent out a weak fleet, when they might have

made it ftronger, by adding the mips of which the

crews were ufelefsly devouring their provifions at

Spithead -, and amufed the nation with an attempt

to relieve Minorca, while they fent no land forces,

or none proportioned to the purpofe, and fent

them out at a time, when they could not be

landed.

The next orniffion was likewife equally unfair,

and equally malignant, and appears defigned part-

ly to caft reproach on the admiral, and partly to

hide the faults of the miniftry. To conceal the

fitnefs of Byng's retreat, they fupprefs the damage

done to the fhips ; to conceal their own negligence,

they omit the mention of the wounded, and the

want of an hofpital fhip for their reception.

This
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This is the firft time that a fleet was fitted for A. D.

fuch an enterprize, without ftore-fhips, fire- mips, 1?56 '

hofpital-fhips, or tenders ; and why this fleet was

thus imperfectly furnimed, what reafon can be

given, if the relief of Minorca was intended.

The intent of this omiffion being principally to

fix upon Byng the reproach of returning without

neceflity, it may now be enquired, whether it was

proper to have hazarded a fecond engagement ?

No man was ever expected to fight without hope

oi victory, or without profpect of advantage, pro-

portionate to the danger of defeat. Hope of vic-

tory he could have none ; the French fleet was at

firft fuperior, and was far more fuperior after the

battle ; profpect of advantage was now at an end,

for he could not now relieve St. Philip, though

Galiflionere had delivered up his (hips without a

fhot : it was already invefted by an adequate force,

and though the fiege might have been prolonged

it could not have been raifed.

It is much harder to difcover why Galiflionere

fuffered our fhattered fhips to efcape.

The next mutilation fuppreflfes the account of

the enemies fuperiority. The French had an army

from which the fleet was fupplied with frefh men

:

Byng had more than 1000 fick, without an hofpi-

tal fliip for their reception.

The next paflage omitted defcribes another ad-

vantage enjoyed by the French, that their fhips

were clean, to which it might have been added to

the honour of our minifters, that their /hips were

better. A clamour was raifed by the affertion, that

1 they
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A. P. they failed three feet to one: a Teaman's phrafe,
175 •* never defigned to be underftood literally, nor ever

interpreted literally before ; by which nothing is

implied but that they failed fafter, and had great

advantage by fuperior celerity.

He hoped to find ftores to refit him at Gibraltar ;

where, in effect, from the ftate, in which he had

left it, and which was carefully concealed from the

public, he had little hopes of rinding them : yet

this delay, which the minifters knew to be un-

avoidable, was imputed to him, as a new crime.

The next paragraph omitted, is the " urging

" the admiralty to a fpeedy reinforcement, if

" none was already fent :" a requeft which he

had before made -, at the fame time " acquaint

" ing them with the increafing ftrength of the
4< enemy at Toulon, by four large mips •" which

circumftance, though it tends not to jultify the

admirals behaviour, gives a favourable idea of

his zeal for fuccefs, and a contemptible one of

thoie, who, prefiding at the head of affairs, had

been totally ignorant of what was preparing at

Toulon, and negligent at beft of what happened

to Minorca.

The laft paragraph has but one word omit-

ted, which, inftead of " making the beft of my
• " way to Gibraltar, is, to cover Gibraltar " a very

material alteration ; the going to cover a place,

being very different from going to a place ; the

one fignifying an act of prudence, and of a fol-

dier •, the other, in fuch inftances, of flight, and

of a fugitive. Was not this word premedi-

tately
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tately left our, to prevent the afking what danger A. D.

Gibraltar was in, and to what part of the letter

this referred ?

But, the court of London had received advice

of the action of the 20th of May by the way of

France, with fome hints very difadvantageous to

the character of Admiral Byng, and greatly im-

proved afterwards to his deftruction : though it

mull: not be forgotten, that the French Admiral

Galiflionere, was as highly cenfured by his court,

for his conduct on the fame day •, and was fuper-

feded, recalled, and put under arreft ; and, if he was

notdifgraced with the ignominy of a public execu-

tion, he difappeared foon after, not without fufpi-

cion of a violent death, upon the road to Paris.

Upon thefe advices, every inftrument of the The whole

miniftry was employed to degrade the unfortunate upoTAd-

admiral, to reprefent him to be the Cole caufe of ™ iral

7 .
Byng.

the national difgrace in the Mediterranean, and

to prepare them to caft the whole blame of the

lofs of Minorca upon him, mould it be forced to

furrender to the French.

The importance of Minorca, which had been Import-

fo much flighted by the Britifh miniftry, was now Minorca,

rung in every ear. It was now reprefented to be

the molt happy for us in its fituation : to be ca-

pable of valt improvements •, to have the two beft

ports in the Mediterranean fea ; which might

make that ifland a magazine of Britifh commodi-

ties, and the center of a moft extenfive commerce.

This ifland, faid they, who took no effectual mea-

fures for its defence, before it was too late, fo

1 juftly
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juftly the object of our hopes ; the trophy of our

victories ; which drew to Great Britain, the re-

fpect of Spain ; the confidence of Italy •, and the

fubmiffion of the pyratical States of Barbary ; is

not only loft, but loft in fuch a manner, as mould

give every Briton a manly, rational and patriot

concern.

Before we quit this ifland, it may be agreeable

to the reader to give a defcription of it ; for which

we are chiefly obliged to John Armftrong, Efq;

engineer in ordinary to his Majefty . This gentle-

man informs us, that the ifland of Minorca lies

in the Mediterranean fea, about 60 leagues S. of

the coaft of Catalonia, and is one of thofe iflands

that conftituted the ancient kingdom of Majorca

;

cut and indented with a prodigious variety of

creeks and inlets on the north fide, occafioned by

frequent and violent northerly winds. It is up-

wards of 33 miles long, and varies in breadth

from eight to twelve miles, and in fome parts

more : computed to contain 236 fquare miles, and

151,040 fquare acres. It is 62 miles in circum-

ference, and divided into four terminos or dis-

tricts ; the termino of Mahon, of Alajor, the

united termino of Mercadal and Fererias, and

the termino of Ciudadella : which together con-

tain about 28,000 inhabitants.

Mahon is the feat of government, in the neigh-

bourhood of St. Philip's caftle, the only fortrefs

of any confideration in the iQand. This city is

built on an elevated fituation, and the afcent from

the harbour is deep and difficult. It was formerly

furrounded
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Almoft oppofite to this ifland, on the Mahon Oyfter

Tide, lies the Oyfter Cove, This cave or cove is

(cooped
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from eight to twelve miles, and in fome parts

more : computed to contain 236 fquare miles, and

151,040 fquare acres. It is 62 miles in circum-

ference, and divided into four terminos or dis-

tricts ; the termino of Mahon, of Alajor, the

united termino of Mercadal and Fererias, and

the termino of Ciudadella : which together con-

tain about 28,000 inhabitants.

Mahon is the feat of government, in the neigh-

bourhood of St. Philip's caftle, the only fortrefs

of any confideration in the ifland. This city is

built on an elevated fituation, and the afcent from

the harbour is deep and difficult. It was formerly

furrounded
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ot any coniiaera

built on an elevate

the harbour is fteep and difficult, It was formeri;

furroundd
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furrounded with a wall ; but at prefent the build- A. D.

ings have extended themfelves into large and
I7>

*

elegant fuburbs, beyond thofe limits. The build-

ings are univerfally of free (lone, either covered

with tiles, or flat-roofed and terraced. The

ftreets are not paved, the native rock appearing

almoft every where : and they are generally very

narrow. At the foot of the hill, on which Mahon
(lands, is a fine wharf, of great extent in length,

and proportionably broad. The whole weftem

end thereof, was fet apart for magazines of naval

(lores, and other ufes of his Majefly's (hips. The
water at the key is deep enough for any (hip to

come as near, as it has occafion. The eaftern

part of the dock is fet apart for the merchant's

fervice.

A little out of the town, in the way to St. Philip's,

(lands a fmall convent of Carmelite friars : and

about a mile below the town is Englifh Cove, the

general watering place for the navy : where there

is a plentiful fupply of fweet water. The harbour

at this place, is near a mile over; which is almoft

its greater!: breadth : half a mile lower, and about

a mile (hort of St. Philip's, lies Bloody Ifland, Bloody

whofe area contains about 12 acres, making al-
an *

mod an equal divifion of the harbour, leaving the

greateft breadth and deeped water next Mahon.

On this ifland (lands a capacious hofpital belong-

ing to the navy, with convenient apartments for

the proper officers.

Almoft oppofite to this ifland, on the Mahon Oyfter

fide, lies the Oyfter Cove, This cave or cove is

fcooped

Oove.
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A. D. fcooped out of the rock, with a north-eaft afpe&j
*75 6 * and takes its name from an oyfler fifhery, managed

by Spaniib divers, who venture ten or twelve fa-

thoms, with a hammer to break oyfters from the

bottom of the rock.

Quarantine
Fr0m henCe

> °n the Ieft nand
>

in the way tO

Mand. St. Philip's, by water, is the Quarantine Ifland

;

which is lefs than Bloody Ifland, and nearer to

Cape Mola fhore. Here all vefTels from Barbary
j

and the Levant, when thofe parts are vifited by

the plague, are obliged to perform quarantine.

St Phili 's
$' PnmP's Cattle next prefents itfelf at the

Caftle. entrance of Mahon harbour ; and is fituate on a

neck of land between Mahon harbour and St.

Stephen's Cove. Its numerous works extend

themfelves to the fhore on both fides. The body

of the place confifts of four baftions and as many
curtains, furrounded with a deep ditch, hewn out

of the folid rock, which furnifhed free-done for

the walls. The area is furrounded with the go-o
vernor's houfe, a chapel, guard-room, barracks,

&c. and in the center there is a pump to fupply

the troops with rain-water from a ciitern ; and the

whole fquare is paved.

Over the flat-roof of the arched buildings is a

fpacious rampart, affording an extenfive profpect,

and the baftions are mounted with guns. The
communication from the lower area to the top of

the rampart is by a pair of flairs, made likewife

of ftone, and fo wide, broad and eafy of afcent,

that mules and alTes can carry burdens up to any

apart-
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apartment, and great guns can be drawn up them, A. D.

when wanted.

The whole body of the place is undermined ;

and very ferviceable fubterraneous works are con-

trived in the rock, and communicate with one an-

other, where rreceffary.

Before the entrance of the caftle is a horn-work^

with other out-works to this and the reft of the

front ; which works are better conceived by the

eye from the plan, than any words would be able

to defcribe them.

There is a great number of large guns mounted

towards the entrance of the harbour, befides thofe

that point to the land, which would require the

fervice of a vail many artillery-men on occafion

;

as indeed the various works demand a very con-

fiderable garrifon to difpute them with an enemy.

The capacious galleries, that are cut out of the

rock, and extend themfelves throughout all the

works, are of the utmaft advantage : for here the

people are fecured from the fplinters of ftone,

which in time of action would tear them to pieces,

as well thofe off duty, as thofe obliged to expofe

themfelves. Thefe fubterraneans afford quarter

and fhelrer to the garrifon, impenetrable to mot

and fhells, and not to be come at, but by cutting

a way to them through the living rock j againft

which a number of countermines are provided, at

proper diflances, and in fuch places as are mOfl

expofed by their fituation.

In the main ditch is a fmall powder magazine r

there is a much larger under the covert-way of

the
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A. D. the place : where alfo there are ftore-houfes fuf-

J 7S^' ficient for every occafion, with an hofpital near

St. Stephen's Cove. Befides the cittern, which is

liable to many accidents, there are feveral wells

within the works : and a quantity of every fpe-

cies of provifions is conftantly kept up, to fupport

the whole foldiery of the garriibn, in cafe of a

fiege.

On the point of land, eaft of the caftle, (lands

Charles Fort, of little ufe. The grand battery

lies down at the water-edge, and has a high ftone

wall to cover the gunners, who play their ordnance

through a long range of embrafures. This is

the common burial-place of the garrifon.

The Queen's Redoubt is the moll advanced of

all the works towards the country, on the fide

where it Hands : between it and the harbour are

two other works. On the other fide of St. Ste-

phen's Cove flands the Marlborough.

The Araval, or Suburb of St. Philip's, confifts

of quarters for officers, of barracks for foldiers,

a church, and, at one time, of fo many houfes

inhabited by Spaniards, that the glacis of the for-

trefs almoft reached thofe buildings j which being

forefeen to be favourable to an enemy, in cafe of

a fiege, the houfes were cleared away to fuch a

diftance as to leave a fufficient efphnade between

the village and fortifications.

St. Ste- St. Stephen's Cove, is a fmall inlet of the fea,

phen's eafily admitting boats with rifh and provifions,

when the circumltances of a fiege fhall render it

diffi-
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difficult to approach the garrifon by way of the A D -

harbour. 7S

The Laire of Mahon, otherwife Coney- Ifland, Lnir of

•
Mahon.

is feparated from the main land by a found about

two miles over, and very dangerous to mips of

burden, on account of its fhoals and foul ground.

Here are a multitude of rabbets, and no inconfi-

derable quantity of fait.

There is a good key at St. Philip's for fhips ; FortPhiii-

and on the other fide of the harbour, a little lower
[>ct *

down, on the narroweft place, ftands Fort St.

Philipet, in which is a fmall magazine of powder,

and a guard, with a battery of guns, on a level

with the furface of the water, for the defence of

the harbour.

Cape Mola is a high land, fevered almoft from CapeMo-

the illand by Philipet Cove and a fmall bay on
la '

the north fide, and is univerfally efteemed capable

of being rendered an almoft impregnable fortrefs,

at a moderate expence. On the elevated top of

this cape is the fignal-houfe, to give the garrifon

due warning of fhips and veffels approaching

from the fea. A bum hung out denotes a fmall

veflel, a ball a fhip, two or three balls two or three

fhips, and a flag a fleet : thefe fignals are hoifted

on the quarter the fhips are difcovered.

Purfuing the great road to Ciudadella, made by Alajor.

Governor Kane, and called after his name, we

meet with the (hire town of Alajor, and the next

in goodneis to Mahon and Ciudadella. This

town ftands high and airy, and is tolerably well

Vol. I. Z built

3
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A. D. built, with a handfome Gothic free-ftone church

on an eminence. The buildings are of ftone

alfo ; and the ftreets very narrow and not paved.

Here are alfo quarters for a regiment of foldiers

;

but the garrifon ufually confifts of no more than

nine companies, the other being fent to the caftle

of Fornelles. There is only one convent in this

town, which is of Francifcan friars.

Mercadal. Mercadal, the next (hire-town, is fituated on a

hill about the center of the ifland, is a very poor

Mount place, and meanly built. A little to the eaft of

which is Mount Tor or Toro, the higheft ground

in the ifland : on whofe eminence Hands a con-

vent of Auguftine friars, in a moft agreeable

fituation.

Fornelles. About fix miles north of this mount is the caftle

of Fornelles, built on the weftern fide of the en-

trance of a large harbour of the fame name. This

fort is fquare, faced with hewn (tone, and confifts

of four baftions, and as many curtains, a very

little ditch, and no out-works before it. The

fquare within is filled with houfes for the troops,

and for laying up provifions and ammunition :

which are all ftrongly vaulted and covered with

ramparts. The fignal-houfe is fituated at Atha-

lia, upon a high land on the oppofite fide of the

harbour. But the duty of this fort is done by

one company only, detached from Alajor. The

port is large and fpacious ; but the fhoals and

foul ground make it very hazardous for fiiips of

burden.

Mount
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Mount Agatha, fo called from the chapel A. D.

fituate on its fnmmir, dedicated to St. Agatha, *
75 '

(lands about four miles north-weft of Mercadal, A^JJa,

is a very high barren rock : on the top of which

the Moors fortified themfelves, and held out

againft a numerous army, long after the Chriftians

had driven their countrymen from the lower parts

of the ifland. The ruins of which works are ftill

to be feen ; and within their limits there ftill con-

tinue two remarkable rain-water cifterns entire,

containing together 2173 tons, or 547,596 wine

gallons, which, at the allowance of one gallon

a day* would furnifh 1500 men with water for

one year.

Ciudadella is the next place worthy of our at- ciudadel-

tention. It was the antient capital of Minorca,
la '

till the feat of government was removed by the

Englifh to Mahon. By this means it has de-

clined in its trade and wealth. This town is fur-

rounded by a wall, bold and of great height,

built by the Moors upwards of fix hundred years

ago, next the Baranco. The reft is more modern,

and confifts of a rampart, with a great many
baftions and curtains, all of fquared free-ftone.

Though the rampart is narrow at the curtains, the

baftions are roomy enough ; and the parapets are

all of ftone. A good ditch has been laid out,

and cut to a confiderable depth in the folid rock,

in fome places, with the parapet of a covered-way

before it ; but it is little more than marked in

other places. Thefe works, fays Mr. Armftrong,

have been (lighted ever fince Minorca has been in

Z 2 our
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A. D. our hands, and the garrifon, upon an alarm, is to

I756
' make the beft of its way to St Philip's Caftle, (as

was the cafe in 1756) driving before it all the

cattle, that are to be eafily found •, and fpoiling

the roads, the better to obftruct the enemy on

his march l
. This antient town is built at the

head of a little harbour, where coafting veflels

find fhelter in a fufficient depth of water, clofe to

the very walls of the town. The garrifon, which

confifts of a regiment of foldiers, find the beft

quarters in the ifland here. The chief buildings

are the exchange, an antient ftructure, raifed on

Gothic arches of a confiderable height : The

Governor's houfe, a large irregular fabric, built

in the gorge of a baftion. Divine fervice is per-

formed for the garrifon in the great hall of this

houfe. Here is the cathedral of the whole ifland.

It ftands near the center of the town, is the

lar^eft church in the ifland, and a noble Go-

thic building. Here is alfo another neat church

at a little diftance. Near Mahon-gate ftands a

convent of Auftin friars, a large edifice, with a

handfome church within it. Fronting the great

parade there is a Francifcan convent of friars.

This building is large, but irregular. The nuns

of St. Clara have alio a convent in this town.

Near the entrance of the harbour, which is about

a mile from the town, ftands another chapel, de-

dicated to St. Nicholas, the Popifli patron of fea-

faring people j adjacent to which are the ruins of

' See page 300.

a fmall
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a fmall caftle, intended formerly, but very unfit, A. D.

to defend the entrance of the harbour. And a

little without Mahon-gate is a convent of the

order of St. Antonio •, it is a fmall houfe, but

well endowed. The fignal on the light-houfe for

this fortrefs Hands about two miles north- weft,

and is called Torre del Ram : from whence, if a

fleet, in time of war, approaches, the country is

alarmed by a great fmoke in day-time, and by a

great fire in the night.

As for the court of France ; their King's man- Rejoicings

date to the Archbifhop of Paris to fing Te deum
1 ianc '

upon the conqueft of Minorca, and his rewards

beftowed upon the officers concerned in the re-

duction of Fort St. Philip, give a full idea of

their fentiments and rejoicing on that occafion.

In the mandate the French King tells the Arch- King's

1 »n »-i->i r 1 1 1 t • mandate to
bilnop, 1 hat after having waited too long in vain the Aicii-

for the fatisfaction he had promifed himfelf from
S>

ifll.°P ot

.
Palis.

the King of England's equity, as a reparation for

the outrages committed by his navy upon the

French (hips, to the great fcandal of all Europe

;

he found himfelf obliged to have recourfe to arms,

in order to avenge the honour of his crown, and

to protect the commerce of his dominions. " It

" is, faid he, from fuch jufl: motives, that in the

" month of April laft I fent a body of troops into

" the illand of Minorca, under the command of

" my coufin, the Marihal Duke de Richelieu,

" with a fquadron commanded by the Marquis

" de la Galifllonere, Lieutenant-General Of my
" naval armies, to drive the Englidi from a porr,

Z 3
" which
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A. D. " which they had feized upon through the fpirit

" of general domination, which they want to ex-

" tend over the two worlds. After a dangerous

" and tcilfome fiege, during which the Englifh

" fquadron, that came up to relieve Minorca,

" was repulfed by mine ; and Marflial Richelieu,

" in confequence of a difpcfition, as boldly con-

" trived, as it was ro be rapid in its execution,

" at lad gave French valour its full fwing ; and

" whilft the enemy trufted to the ftrength ot their

" ramparts, my troops carried the out-works of

" Mahon by affault, in the night between the 27th

" and 28th of lait month : terror did the reft:

" the garrifon was forced to capitulate, and retire

Ci to Gibraltar; abandoning about 200 pieces of

" cannon and 80 mortars. The fuccefs of fo

" important an enterprize, wherein my troops

" were to furmourit all the obflacles, which art,

" affifted by nature, can contrive for the defence

4 ' of a place, muft be attributed to nothing, but

" the favour, which the Lord of Hofts is pleafed

" to grant to the juftice of my caufe : and there-

" fore, to render him a public homage of my
" thankfulnefs, and to befeech him to continue

" unto me his divine protection, I write you this

" letter, to acquaint you, that it is my intention,

" that you caufe Te deum to be fung in the me-
" tropolitan church of my good city of Paris,

*' &c." And the vanity of the French nation was

fed fo highly with this unprecedented and unac-

countable fuccefs over the Englifh, their antient

conquerors, and the pi .fent obftacle to thofe valt

fchemes
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fchemes of univerfal monarchy, for many years A. D.

carried on by Gallic councils ; that the people im-

mediately conceived, either that theBritifli courage

was degenerated into cowardice, or that the Britifh

miniftry had drank fo deeply of the fountain of

corruption, as to become indifferent, and infenfible

of their national intereft.

Huwever, to efface fuch difagreeable imputa- Resolu-

tions, the firft accounts of this difafter, brought the privy

the Britifh miniftry to a refolution to fuperfede,
counciL

and to put under aireft the two Admirals, Byng

and Weft, chamed with miiconducl: on the dav of

action, and General Fowke, Governor of Gib-

raltar, for not obeying his orders, which were to

embark 700 men on board of the fleet fent to re-

lieve Minorca. For which purpofe the Antelooe Admiral

f Hawke,
of 50 guns, was ordered to fail immediately for &c. fent to

Gibraltar, with Admiral Hawke, Admiral Saun-

ders, feveral navy captains ; alio the Earl of Fan-

mure and the Lord Tyrawley. The two admirals To fuper-

had orders to fuperfede, to put under arreft, and a

e

1Teft

aiK

to fend home Admirals Byng and Weft : and B >'n S> &Ci

Lord Tyrawley had the like orders in regard to

General Fowke. The Antelope failed from Ports-

mouth on the 1 6th of June, and arrived at Gib-

raltar on the third of July, when Admiral Byng

was preparing, and was very near failing for the

relief of Port Mahon. Admiral Hawke obeyed

his orders, and fent the ftate prifoners to England

on the 9th, in the fame man of war that brought

him to Gibraltar.

Z 4 °tt
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A. D. On this occafion the Secretary of the Admiralty

wrote this letter to Admiral Byng, to acquaint

fuperfede him with his Majefty's pleafure.

Admiral •*

Byng.

"SIR,
I S Majefly having received an account

that the fquadron under your command,
" and that of the French under the command of

" Monfieur Galiffionere, came to action off the

46 harbour of Mahon, the 20th of lad month,

u and that the French (though inferior to you in

" force) kept before the harbour, and obliged you

*' to retreat •, I am commanded by my Lords

*' Commiffioners of the Admiralty, to fend you

" herewith an extract of Monfieur Galiflionere's

" letter to his court, giving an account of the

•• action, and to acquaint you that his Majefly

" is fo much diifatisfied with your conduct, that

" he has ordered their Lordfhips to recal your-

<s felf and Mr. Weft", and to fend out Sir Edward
" Hawke, and Rear-Admiral Saunders, to com-
<c mand the fquadron.

** I am extremely forry to be obliged to inform

" ycu of fuch a difagreeable event, being with

" great regard,

S I R,

" Your moil obedient humble fervant,

Admiralty-Office, «
J,

CLEVLAND."
June 8, 1756.

To
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To this he returned a letter, which neither be- A. D.

trayed confcioufnefs of guilt, dread of refentment, ,7s6*

nor confufion of mind.

Gibraltar-Bay, July 4, 1756.

"SIR,
" T> Y Sir Edward Hawke I have received their Admiral

" "*^ Lordfhips orders, and your letter of the fw
y
c
"^

" 8th of June, which I have immediately com-
" plied with, and have only to exprefs my fur-

" prize at being fo ignominioufly difmifTed from
" my employment, in the fight of the fleet I had

" commanded, in fight of the garrifon, and in

" fight of Spain, at fuch a time, in fuch a man-
" ner, and after fuch conduct, as I hope fhall

" fhortly appear to the whole world. 'Tis not

u now for me to expoftulate •, I flatter myfelf

u that Mr. Weft and I fhall make evident the in-

u jury done to our characters, which I know of
u nothing in the power of any being whatever

" that can atone for ; fo high an opinion I have

6< of that, which was ever unfullied before, and

" which I hope to make appear, has been moil

" injurioufly and wrongfully attacked now, on

" the grounds of a falfe gafconade of an open
t{ enemy k

to our King and country, and which

" would

k Galiffionere's letter, dated the 22d of May, in which he

writes: The 19th in the morning we defcried the Englifh

fquadron from the top-maAs-head, and the two fquadrons

drew pretty near each other that day, but never were within

gun-lhot; which was not our fault, as the Englifh were to

wind-



346 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. " would have evidently appeared, had the pof-
175 " fible time been allowed for my own exprefs's

" arrival, in which there was nothing falfe, no-
<c tiling vaunting, nothing fhameful, nor any

" thing, which could have prevented our receiv-

" ing his Majefty's royal approbation, for having,

" with a much inferior force, fought, met, at-

" tacked, and beat the enemy : of this, it is

" needlefs for me to fay more at prefent, than

" that I am forry to find Mr. Weft, with the

" captains, lieutenants, and officers of the mips,

*' we had our flags on board of, are to be fufrerers

" for what I alone, as commander in chief, am
" anfwerable : But it is fo much of a piece with

windward of us. The 20th the French admiral worked about

fo as to gain the wind ; but juft as he had got into a favour-

able pofition for it, the wind fhifted in fuch a manner as ftill

left this advantage to the Englifh fquadron. At half an hour

paft two in the afternoon, the two fquadrons were in line of

battle, and began the engagement. The Englifh confifted of

eighteen fail, of which thirteen were of the line ; and ours

of twelve mips of the line and four frigates. The action

lafted above three hours and a half, but was not general all the

time. The Englifh Ihips that fuffered moil from our broad-

fides got to the windward again out of gun-fhot ; they all

along preferved this advantage, that they might keep clear of

us as they pleafed. After having made their greateit efforts

on our rear-divifion, which they found fo ciofe, and from

which they were fo farioufly canonaded, that they could not

break in upon it, they refolved to fheer off, and did not appear

again all the next day, being the zift. In general, none of

their (hips long flood the fire of ours. The fhips of our fqua-

dron fuffered but little; they were repaired in the night, and

ready to fight the next morning.

" the
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A. D. " would have evidently appeared, had the pof-
75 cc fible time been allowed for my own exprefs's

" arrival, in which there was nothing falfe, no-

" thing vaunting, nothing fhameful, nor any
* c thing, which could have prevented our receiv-

" ing his Majefty's royal approbation, for having,

" with a much inferior force, fought, met, at-

" tacked, and beat the enemy : of this, it is

" needlefs for me to fay more at prefent, than

*' that I am forry to find Mr. Weft, with the

" captains, lieutenants, and officers of the mips,

*' we had our flags on board of, are to be fufferers

** for what I alone, as commander in chief, am
" anfwerable : But it is fo much of a piece with

windward of us. The 20th the French admiral worked about

fo as to gain the wind ; but juft as he had got into a favour-

able pofition for it, the wind Ihifted in fuch a manner as ftill

left this advantage to the Englifh fquadron. At half an hour

pafl two in the afternoon, the two fquadrons were in line of

battle, and began the engagement. The Englifh confifted of

eighteen fail, of which thirteen were of the line ; and ours

of twelve fhips of the line and four frigates. The adlion

lafted above three hours and a half, but was not general all the

time. The Englifh fhips that fuffered moft from our broad-

fides got to the windward again out of gun-fhot ; they all

along preferved this advantage, that they might keep clear of

us as rhey pleafed. After having made their greateir, efforts

on our rear-divifion, which they found fo ciofe, and from

which they were fo fiirioufly canonaded, that they could not

break in upon it, they refolved to fheer off, and did not appear

again all the next day, being the 21ft. In general, none of

their fhips long flood the fire of ours. The fhips of our fqua-

dron fuffered but little; they were repaired in the night, and

ready to fight the next morning.

" the
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" the whole unheard of treatment I have met A. D.

" with, that neither they, the fleet, or myfelf, can ,75
*

" be more aftonifhed at that particular, than at

" the whole.

J. Byng.

The captains and others, who were fuperfeded Prifoners

and ordered home, on this account, were, Rear- ^Iriand.

Admiral Weft, Captain Gardiner of the Ramil-

lies, the Admiral Byng's fix lieutenants, gunner

and purfer, and his matter and furgeon ; and

Captain Gough of the Experiment, and Captain

Bafifctt of the Fortune-lloop, who had been ap-

pointed by him to thofe commands, occafioned

by the death of Captain Andrews and Captain

Noel.

Here we will leave Admiral Byng and his fel-

low-piifoners to meet their deftiny ; and defer the

narrative of the effects, this miicarriage in the

Mediterranean produced at home, till we fhall

have drawn a concife reprefentation of the opera-

tions and tranfactions performed by our arms in

diftant parts of the world.

In the Eaft Indies we left the Britifh fleet at Affairs of

Bombay, preparing for an expedition againft An- indj^
aft

gria, the fcourge of thofe feas ; whofe territories,

from a neft of pyrates, was become a fort of em- tioriagainft

pire, and fubfifted much in the fame manner, on Ansm '

that coaft, as the Hates of Barbary, which fprang

from a like original, make themfelves formidable

for in Europe.

The
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A. D. The origin of this Eaftern pyratical govern-
J 75 6 * merit, was laid by one Conogee Angria : who

His origin, having been advanced by Saha Raja, from the

ftation of a private maratta to the poft of general

and admiral in his wars with, or rather rebellion

againft the Mogul, about one hundred years ago,

and rewarded for his fervice with the govern-

ment of Severndroog, he foon threw off the yoke,

and feized upon feveral of his Prince's veffels,which

he had commanded, and with which he turned an

arch pyrate. His firft care was to fortify him-

felf on that ifland, and to ruin the Marattas fleet,

that they might have no way to attack him.

However the Marattas built three forts upon the

main, within lefs than point-blank fhot of his

little territory, which was not above a mile in cir-

cumference, but a rock of ftone by nature, and

well fortified by art. This did not anfwer their

expectations to reduce Angria to obedience, or to

reftrain him from encroaching upon their domi-

nions, and interrupting the trade and navigation

of that coaft. For, having the fea open, and

much fnperior to his countrymen in maritime

affairs and in bravery, he left them to puriue

a fruitlefs attempt againft his fortifications, and

His terri-
furprized feveral of their fea-ports, and carried his

tones. conquefts from Tamana to Rajapore, containing

fixty leagues of fea coaft, including feveral com-

modious harbours ; and a diftricT: of inland coun-

try from twenty to thirty miles backward ; which

he fecured by forts properly difpofed on fuch emi-

r.ences, as commanded the narrow paiTes and de-

files.
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files. But what made all his forts more formid- A. D.

able, they were receptacles for fugitives, renega-
17

^
"

does and vagrants of all nations.

The Marattas defpairing of fuccefs by their Becomes

arms, propofed to his fucceiTors terms of accom- £21°
modation, for Angria to keep poffeflion of his tas -

acquifitions, on condition that he mould acknow-

ledge the fovereignty of the Raja, and pay him an

annual tribute. To which Angria, then upon the

throne of this pyratical ftate, agreed.

Angria's armaments having now no employ Turns his

ao-ainft his countrymen, he bent all his force to-
*r

,

med vel "

o * ' lels againit

wards the fea, and fitted out a fleet, that made the Eng-

feveral confiderable captures both from the Eng-

lilh, French and Dutch. Amongft them were

the Darby, an Englifh Eaft-Indiaman, richly

laden from Europe, with one hundred and fifty

men ; and the Jupiter, a French fhip of 40 guns,

with 400 flaves on board. The Prince of Ge-

riah, as Angria was then called, grew fo infolent

at laft, that he dared to attack Commodore Lifle,

in the vigilant of 64 guns, the Ruby of 50 guns,

and feveral other fhips in company, as the Com-
modore was departing from the Malabar coaft.

He ftood a fiege by leven armed mips and two Holds out

bomb velTels, fent by the Dutch from Batavia,
iese *

with a number of land forces, and obliged them

to retire without fuccefs ; and then brooking no

kind of fubjection, and prefuming on his own R eb e ] s a ,

ftren^th, he threw off his allegiance to the Raja £*inft tlle

r ,
' ° J Marattas.

of the Marattas •, and by way of contempt, or-

dered the ears and nofes of the mcflengers fent by

his
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A. D. his Sovereign to reclaim him to obedience, to

,7$ 6 ' be cut off. Such a provocation infpired the Ma-

rattas with a fpirit of vengeance, and drove them

to a refolution to follicit the government of Bom-

bay for affiftance, to attack him with their ma-

rine force, while he fhould prefs him clofe by

League be- land. Which ended in a treaty figned by the

SS?
16

Nanna or Chief of the Maratcas
>
an^ °y the Go~

and Ma- vernor of Bombay, on the part of the company.

gainfthim. But before the confederates were ready for action,

which was more than a year, occafioned by the

backwardnefs or dilatory proceedings of the Ma-

rattas, Angria was fo elevated with his fuccefs

His fuccefs
agam ft three Dutch Ihips, one of fifty guns, one

againft the f thirty-fix, and one of eighteen guns, the two

former of which he burnt, and took the Jaft ; that

he had the vanity to declare his expectations to be

foon fuperior to any force, that could be brought

againft him in the Indian feas ; and accordingly

continued to augment his marine with feveral vef-

fels, and one that was to carry 40 guns.

Expedition This fhewed the neceffity of more activity on
againft

the part of the confederates, to humble this com-
him from x

Bombay, mon enemy, already too formidable on the Ma-

labar coaii : Accordingly, the Marattas being

ready, the Protector of 40 guns, the Swallow of

16 guns, and the Viper and Triumph bomb-vef-

fels, failed on the 2 2d of March from Bombay,

under the command of Commodore James, then

commander in chief of the company's maritime

force in India. This fmall iquadron fell in, next

day, with feven fail of Angria's grabs, and eleven

galli-
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gallivats, off Rajapore, and chaced them to the A. D.

fourhward. On the fecond day, ftill continuing 175

the chace, Commodore James was joined off

Choule by feven Maratta grabs and fixty galli-

vats. But, as foon as this fleet got the length of

Comoro. Bay, the Marattas, under pretence of

performing fome religious acts, not practicable on

board of fhip, according to their fuperftition, went

afhore, where they dallied away thirty hours. In

the mean time Angna's iquadron got into the har-

bour of Severndroog. But upon the approach of

Commodore James, who with much difficulty

brought up his dilatory allies, the enemy flipt their

cables and put to fea, the gallivats towing their

larger veffels ; and, as there was but little wind, that

gave them confiderable advantage over the Englifli

mips of war. So that, though the commodore gave

them chafe, it was all in vain : for the enemy threw Theefcape

out every thing to lighten their veflels with amazing of his fleet,

induftry and dexterity, and not only fpread their

yards with all the fail they had, but they tried to

catch every breath of air by faftning their gar-

ments, quilts, and even their turbants extended

on the flag-ftaves. By this manoeuvre they gained

their point ; whilft our allies, the Marattas, whofe

fhips are light, and built floaty for failing large

and in light gales, kept all aftern. Which obliged

Commodore James to give over the chace, and to

return to Severndroog; a fortrefs on an ifland Sevcm-

within muiket-fhot of the main land, with no
ro°s '

more than two fathom and a half in the Firth ;

ftrongly, but not regularly fortified i the greatefl

I part



35
The GENERAL HISTORY of 1

A. D. part of the works being cut out of the folid rock,
175 and the reft built with ftones ten or twelve feet

fquare j and mounts fifty-four guns on the baftions.

On the main land there are three forts ; one, the

largeft, is called Fort Goa, built in the fame man-

ner, with large fquare ftone, and mounts 40 guns.

The other two, built with ftones of an irregular

fhape, mount about 20 guns each.

Befieo-ed.
The commodore began to cannonade and bom-

bard the lfland Fort on the 2d of April ijS5->

but not being able to penetrate the walls, which

were fifty feet high and eighteen thick, on the

fide where he made his firft attack, he moved his

ftation fo, as to reach Fort Goa with his lower

deck guns, while he plied Severndroog with his

upper tier. By this prudent difpofition and a vi-

gorous fire, the north -eaft baftion of Severndroog

and part of the parapet were laid in ruins, about

noon ; when a fhell fet fire to the houfes, and the

Englifh from the round- tops, with an inceffant fire,

prevented the garrifon's extinguishing it : and the

wind being northerly, fpread the flames all through

the fort, blew up one magazine, and caufed a

general conflagration. A multitude of men, wo-

men and children, ran out and endeavoured to

efcape, on the other fide of the ifland, in boats j

but they were taken up by the Swallow floop,

ftationed to the fouthward to prevent the throw-

ing in of fuccours on that fide. This enabled the

commodore to turn all his fire thenceforward

upon Fort Goa : which was ferved with fuch a

fevere cannonade, that the enemy was foon obliged

2 to
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to hang out a flag of truce-, but the governor, A - D.

without waiting the event of a capitulation in his

necefiitous circumftances, croffed over with fome

chofen Sepoys to Severndroog, where he feemed

determined to maintain his ground, till he mould

receive fuccours from Dabul, trufting in the na-

tural ftrength of the place, notwithstanding the

ruin it had fuftained in its walls and magazines

-by the bombardment. This being evident from

all his anfwers to the fummons and meffages fent

him, the commodore increafed his fire, both from

the (hips and from the three forts on the main,

now in his pofTeflion : under which firing a num- Stormed.

ber of feamen were landed, with a determination

to carry their point, who ran up refolutely to the

gates of the fortrefs, and with axes opened to

themfelves an entrance through the {"ally pore

without much lofs.

This conqueft was followed by the furrender ' jf Surrender

Bancote, now called Fort Victoria, the moft

northern part of any confequence under the domi-

nion of Angria, which fubmitted upon the com-

modore's fummons. The harbour is commodious

for a trade in fait and other goods, which are fent

thither from Bombay in great quantities : and

was therefore preferred in thej:hoice of the Eng-

lifh in the diftribution of the con^uefts with the

Marattas ; who confented that our Eaft-India

company mould quietly poffefs this fort and port

for the future. The commodore delivered m up

1 On the 8th of April. m On April nth.

Vol. I. A a the

of B
cote.

in-
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A -
D - the other fortrefTes, he had reduced, to them •, and

on the 15th he was recalled, as he was anchored

before, and was preparing to attack Dabnl ; the

feafon for action at fea being too far advanced.

However, the governor and council of Bombay

conceived Inch an high opinion of Commodore

James's conduct and courage, and were fo ani-

mated by the fuccefs under his command, that

they prepared to follow the blow, in due time,

ngainft their troublefome and dangerous neigh-

bour, whofe deftruction was refolved upon.

Admiral In this fituation flood affairs between theEnglifh

aTl^e

"n

at
and their allies, and Angria, in November, when

Bombay. Rear-Admiral Watfon arrived with his fquadron

at Bombay. While thefe mips were cleaning and

repairing, Commodore James was difpatched in

the Protector, with the Revenge and Bombay

frigates, to reconnoitre Geriah, the capital of An-

gria's dominions, and to found the depths of wa-

ter at the entrance of the harbour : and upon his

return and report, on the laft day of December

the admiral ordered the Bridgwater and King's-

fifher floop, and fome of the company's armed

mips, to proceed to the port of Geriah, and to

Sails cruife off it. Thefe were joined on the 27th of

Angria. January 1756, by Commodore James in the Pro-

tector and Guardian frigate: and on the nth of

February, by the admiral and his whole fqua-

dron.

Anorndif- Such a formidable fleet, fo far beyond the ap-

piriteil flies
pre hen nons of Angria, (truck him with fuch ter-

tothe Ma- r o ' r
rattas. ror, that he abandoned his fort, and threw himlelf

entirely
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entirely upon the mercy of the Marattas, with A
-
D -

whom he law it was necefifary for him to purchase
175

a peace at any rate. And they, without regard

to their treaty with the Englifh, preferred the ad-

vantages, that they hoped to reap from his riches,

to every other confideration «, and agreed to re-

ceive him under their protection, on condition,

that they might immediately be put in poflefTion

of the fort of Geriah, in which he had hoarded

up all his riches. To which Angria lubmitted,

and even figned an order for that purpofe to his

brother, whom he had left in command. Yet

this clandeftine treaty was not carried on fo fe-

cretly, but the admiral got information of it

:

and, in order to defeat their union, he next day,

in the morning, fent a fummons to the fort, and,

receiving no anfwer, in the afternoon he marched, His fort

and flood into the harbour in two divifions, the
e iege

Bridgwater leading his Majefty's mips the Tyger,

Kent, Cumberland and Saliibury, and the com-

pany's (hip, Protector of 40 guns : the other di-

vifion was made up of the company's {hips, the

Revenge, Bombay grab, and Guardian frigate;

the Drake, Warren, Triumph and Viper bomb-

ketches, led by the King's-filher. When this

fleet had taken its {ration, there began fuch a fire,

as prefently filenced both the grabs and batteries.

About four in the afternoon the Reftoration, an

armed fhip, taken by Angria ibme time before,

from the Eaft Jndia company, was fet on fire by

a fhell, which communicating to his whole fleet,

they very foon lhared the fame fate.

A a 2 In
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A- D. In the night, having no enemy to difturb them

by Tea, the admiral ordered Colonel Give to

land with all the troops, to prevent the Marattas

entrance n into the fort : and ntxt morning the

admiral fent a letter to the commander in-

chief, declaring, that he would give no quarter*

in cafe he would not furrender, and admit the

Englilh troops into the fort, in an hour's time-

Which not being complied with, the attack was

renewed v/ith fuch vigour, about four in the af-

ternoon, that the garrifon, in lefs than half an

hour, hung out a flag of truce. However, the

commandant neither hauled down his colours

;

nor admitted the Englifh troops. This obliged

the admiral to repeat the attack, which was car-

Surren- ried on with fo terrible a fire, that the garrifon

cried out for mercy, and let in our troops ; being

fubdued only by the terror of fo unulual a fire

;

it being impofiible for the heavieft metal to make

a breach in the walls of that fortrefs, whofe

height and thicknefs were extraordinary ; either

hewn out of the folid rock, or built of flones ten

feet in length laid endways.

Lofsofthe The ftrength of thefe walls, within which the

Englifh. enem y was fafe, after they were driven from the

ramparts, accounts for the fmallnefs of the num-

n This was proved to be their defign, by an offer they

made to the Captains Buchanan and Forbes of 50,000 rupees,

if they would fufFer them to pafs their guard : which they

rejefted with indignation, and difclofed it to Colonel Give

:

Whofe vigilance the Marattas found it impoilible to elude.

See Cambridge's account of the war in India, p. 109.

ber,
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ber, that were killed : and the inconfiderable lofs A
« D.

of the Enelifh mud be attributed to their own

bravery and fpirit, which icon drove the enemy

from their works by the brifknefs of their fire.

But the lofs to the enemy was irrecoverable, ofthecne-

There were found in the place 200 cannon, fix
}

'

brafs mortars, and a very large quantity of pro-

vifions of all kinds, befides 120,000 1. and up-

wards, in money and effects. There were eight

ketches, one ihip, a great number of fmall veflels

called Gallivats, and two large fhips upon the

itocks, one of 40 guns ; without any poffibility of

recovering that power, by which Angria had for

fo many years reigned a terror to the maritime

powers of Europe, frequenting thofe feas, as well

as to his neighbouring ftates. Amongfl the pri-

foners were the wife, children, and mother of

Angria ; who received the admiral with a flood of

tears, and on their knees, with their faces to the

ground. Mr. Watfon comforted them with af-

furances, that he would be to them a friend and

a father. Upon hearing of which, the youngetl

fon feized the admiral's hand, and fobbing, faid,

" Then you mall be my father." Three hundred

Europeans, and as many Sepoys were left to guard

the forr, and four of the companies vcfiels to de-

fend the harbour.

Our fuccefs on this coaft was greatly checkered

with our loffes in other parts of the Eaft- Indies.

We left g the M. Legrit and M. Buffy feeking a

See p:ige 19?

A a .7 pretence
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A.D. pretence for rekindling the war, on the coaft of
'^ ' Coromandel.

M. Buffy's M. Buffy not getting his ends of Salabatzing,

fcheme to from Vvhom he demanded the poffeffion of the
fejze Cjoi- *

conda. fort of Golconda, under pretence of fecurity for

the expcnces he had been at in his caufe againft the

rebels ; the haughty Frenchman behaved at laft

with fuch an air of arrogance, that the Moorifh

Prince ordered him immediately to return to Pon-

dicherry, with his handful of Europeans. But

Buffy did not depart from the Moorifh army with-

out giving ftrong hints of his intentions to accom-

plifh. that by force, which he was not able to ac-

quire by intrigue and felicitation.

Sahbatz- ^ s marcn f°r Maffulipatam, by the way of

ing applies Hydrabad, the capital of Golconda, alarmed Sa-
for aid to J

. « ,

theEng- labatzing, who immediately wrote to the governor

of Madrafs for an aid of troops to prevent any in-

fuks from this enraged and perfidious Frenchman,

who committed fome diforders in the countries

through which he paffed with his forces : tho'

narrowly watched by a party of Maratta horfe,

which hovered about his little army all the way.

Buffy rein- Buffy had with him 400 Europeans, about

forced. a3 many Seapoys, and he had ordered the gover-

nor of Pondicherry to reinforce him with 400 or

500 more Europeans, to be landed at Maffulipa-

tam, about 15 days march from Hydrabad;

where he arrived with a large flock of provifions

of all forts, which he took by violence from the

Bazars in his march.

At
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At Hydrabad Bufiy converted a large houfe into A. D'i

a fort ; whereon he mounted (bine great guns,

and prepared to defend himfelf, and to maintain himfeifii

that nation, in cafe of an attack •, which he had Hydrtba*.

reafon to expect from his injured ally, the Viceroy

Salabatzing.

The governor of Madras having nothing to fear Aid pro-

from the fide of Pondicherry, fo much weakened bl'tzing!

'

by the large fupplies fent to Mr. Bufiy from

thence, agreed to affile Salabatzing with 400

Europeans, including a train of artillery, and 400

Sepoys -, which joined to 50,000 Moorilh horie

in the Viceroy's pay, were thought fufficient to

defeat the attempts of Bufly's whole army, that

did not exceed 1000 men. But when every thing How dif-

was fettled for their rout and fubfiftence, the lofs
app°'

of Calcutta and all the fubordinate Engliih fettle-

ments or factories in the kingdom of Bengal, ob-

liged the governor and council to drop this expe-

dition, and do the utmofl: in their power to re-

eftablifh thofe fettlements.

How far the French may be fufpecled to have

favoured or fuggefted that fatal cataftrophe at Cal-

cutta has not yet tranfpired : but, as it had fuch

an influence upon our affairs at this critical con-

juncture, it will be proper to give the following

account.

Bengal is the mod eaflern province of the Mo- Bengal, its

gul's dominions in India, lies upon the mouth of
and^xtentt

the Ganges, extending near 400 miles in length,

from E. to W. and 300 in breadth, from N. to S.

annually overflowed by the river Ganges, which

A a 4 makes
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A. D. makes it one of the richeft and moft fruitful pro-

vinces in that quarter of the globe.

jjay f The Bay of Bengal is the largelt and deepeft in

Bengal. tne known WOrld •, extending from the fouth part

of Coromandel to the rivec Huguley. In which

fpace it receives the great rivers Ganges and

Guena from the well fide, and the Aracan and

Menamkiori or Avat river from the eaft fide.

But Bengal, as a coaft, is fuppofed to extend only

from Cape Palmiras on the N. of the coaft of Gol-

Ganges ri- conda, to the entrance into the Ganges •, which

rifes in the mountains of Nigracut, part of Great

Tartary, receives many other rivers, and after a

courfe of 3000 miles falls into the Gulph of Bengal

by fo 'many mouths, that travellers are not agreed

in the number of them. However the common
pafTage for European (hipping is up the river

Huguley, one of the moll weflern branches,

import- The richnels and fertility of the country, and

Bengal. tne extenfive and fafe navigation of this large

river, fhew the importance of the fettlements,

within thefe limits ; and have engaged the trading

companies of the maritime nations in Europe to

eftablifh factories upon the banks of the Ganges

:

which will be better defcribed by the following fur-

vey of the villages, &c. on each ihore, fo far as

they ferve to convey an idea of the intereft of the

Englifh united Eaft India company.

Defer!*- The firft town worthy obfervation on the fide

GukulJa.
°f tne r*ver Huguley is Culculla, a good market

for coarfe cloth, and for corn, oil, and other pro-

duce of the country. A little higher is the Dutch

Bankfhall,
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Bankfhall, or place, where their fhips ride, when A. D.

the currents prevent their getting up the river.

From Culculla and Juanpardoa two large deep

rivers run to the eaft -, and on the weft fide there

is another that runs by the back of Huguley ifland

to Radnagor, famous for manufacturing cotton, Radnagor.

cloth, and filk rornaals, or handkerchiefs : and on

the fame river is grown the greateft quantity of

fugar in Bengal.

Ponjelly, a little market town for corn, ftands Ponjelly.

a little higher on the eaft bank of Huguley river,

and exports more rice than any place thereon.

About a league above Ponjelly, ftands a pyramid,

which ferves for a landmark or boundary of the

Englifh Eaft India company's fettlement of Cal-

cutta, that is about a league higher.

At Calcutta, when this difafter happened, there Calcutta,

was a fort, in which ftood the governor's houfe;

and convenient apartments for the factors and

writers-, magazines for their ammunition, and

(lore houfes for goods and provifions; garrifonedby

two or 300 foldiers •, who were generally employed

in conveying the company's fhips from Patana, or

Patna, loaded with falt-petre, piece goods, opium

and raw filk : for, as the company hold the colony

of Calcutta in fee-tail of the Mogul immediately,

they were under no apprehenfions of being dif-

pofTefTed by an enemy •, tho' the Rajas, whole go-

vernmentsextend along the Ganges, between Patana

and Cafiimbuzzar, had fometimes interrupted that

navigation, and endeavoured by force of arms to

exacl the payment of certain duties for all mer-

chandize,
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A. D. chandize, that palled on the coaft, by or through
175 * their dominions, which extend upwards of 1000

miles.

Trade of The trade of Bengal fupplies rich cargoes for
Bengal, fifty or fixty fhipS yearly : befides what is carried

in fmall veiTels to the neighbouring countries : and

the article of falt-petre only is become of fo great

confequence to the European powers, that every

thing has been attempted by the French and Dutch

to deprive the Englifh of that advantage. For

which reafon it was greatly to be fufpected that

thefe rivals in trade, that were always feeking an

opportunity to ruin the Englifh intereft in the

The En"- -^aft Indies, had fpirited up a new Nabob of Ben-

li/h attack- o-ai to extirpate theEn&lifh factories within his do-
edby the & r

„.\ r i

Nabob of minions, under various ilignt pretences -, of being
nga

' treated with difrefpecl by Governor Drake ; of

a right to certain duties, which were refufed by

the company, and for giving protection to fuch

perfon or perfons, that had fled to him for ianc-

tuary.

Whatever might be the real caufe it does not fo

much concern, neither does it appear, as yet,

with any certainty. Intrigue on the part ot

the French and Dutch ; avarice and ambition of

the Nabob •, and fome indilcretions and neglect on

the part of the Englifh, are the moft reafonable

conjectures.

About the end of May 1756, Saradjot Dollah,

and pro-' the new Nabob, immediately upon his eltablifh-

ceedmgs. ment> t00\^ tne field, with an army of 30,000 horfe,

30,000 foot, and between three and 400 elephants.

Hz

W!
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He detached about 600 men to reduce CalTimbuz- A. D.

zar p
, which fort q he fummoned to furrender ;

l?5
'

alluring them that they fliould have caufe to re-

pent their refinance : which not being complied

with, and expecting a refolute and powerful

oppofition, the cunning Nabob had recourfe to

ftratafjem to facilitate his intentions. He ordered

20,000 men to join the 600, and propofed a truce

for an amicable determination of the fubjec~t of

complaint. By this means he inveigled Mr.

Watts, the chief of this factory, to his tent, un-

der promife of a fafe conduct: : but Mr. Watts

was no fooner in his power, than he was obliged,

by threats, to fign an acknowledgment of a debt

to the Nabob in a large fumof money. He then

infilled upon Mr. Watts's fending for Meffrs.

Collet and Batfon, two of the council ; which

being complied with alfo, the Nabob detained both

Watts and Batfon, and fent Collet to prevail on

p Caffimbuzzar, about 100 miles above Huguley, and 20

leagues weft from Dacca, are factories both Englifh and Dutch,

or which, by their company's orders, the feconds of the

council ought to be the chiefs. It is a large town, much fre-

quented by merchants, and Hands in a very healchy and fruit-

ful ifland of the Ganges, whofe inhabitants are employed in

jnany valuable manufactories, efpecially muflins and filks,

which are naturally yellowifli, till the natives whiten them

with the afhes, which they call there, of Adam's fig-tree.

Tavernier fays, that the Dutch export 7000 bales of them

from hence annually ; and, except what the natives keep for

themfelves, the Tartar and Mogul merchants ingrofs the reft,

which is about 15,0:0 bales.

1 Was fmall, regularly built, mounted 60 cannon, and

had about 300 men in garrifon.

tKfe
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A. D. the factory to furrender, threatning death to his

175 two prifoners, whom he treated with the utmoft

indignity, and hurried them away to Moxoudavat,

or Muxedabad ; and deftruction to them all, if

they would force him to take it, by affault.

Cafllmbuz- This was oppofed warmly by feveral of thegen-

ders

fmien
" ^emen m tns company's fervice

: but the majority

of the people prevailed ; and accordingly on the

4th of June, the factory of Cafiimbuzzar was fur-

rendered to the Nabob of Bengal : which was fo

far from delivering the Englifh out of their dif-

trefs; that it encouraged the haughty eaftern

Prince to proceed with all his force again ft our

principal fettlement at Calcutta. The Moors hav-

ing thus got pofifefiion of the fort at Cafiimbuzzar

without exchanging a fingle fhot, feized upon

every thing-, ill treated the people-, left them

fcarce a fhirt to their backs, and, a few days after,

fent them alfo to Moxoudavat, the capital of

Bengal, to be confined in different prifons and

dungeons.

Calcutta The Nabob difpatched near 60,000 troops, 300
befieged. elephants, and 500 cannon to reduce Calcutta,

charging the commander in chief with a letter for

Governor Drake ; in which he offered to accom-

modate matters with the Englifh, on condition

that he would pay the arrears of his duty on trade,

for 15 years paftj to defray the expence of his

army, till it fhould return to Moxoudavat, as well

as what it had coft him already, and to deliver up

fome Moorifh nobles, which had taken fhelter from

his tyrannies, with all their effects, in that factory.

To
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To which Mr. Drake made no reply; but on that A. D.

letter's being repeated twice, thrice and four times,
I7?6 °

he tore it to-pieces and trampled upon it. This

fo exafperated the Nabob, that he came in perfon

with the refidue of his army, and arrived by long

marches on the 17th, before Calcutta, having

driven the advanced guards from the paffes into

^he fort. The Moors were permitted to commit

the greareft exceffes in the town, which they plun-

dered for twenty-four hours, and ftript not only

the houfes, but the inhabitants, without diftinction

of age or fex, and left them naked.

The enemy then threw up a fmall breafr work

oppofite to the fort, and mounted two twelve

pounders upon it ; which fired twice or thrice in

an hour ; and fo badly ferved, that it w-as impof-

fible for them to make a breach : however, long

before any real attack had been made, Mr. Drake,

who declared himfelf a quaker, refigned the fight-

ing- poft to his fecond, and under the favour of a The Go-

thick fmoak, occafioned by the ftore-houfes and vein
,

orfiie3
' * to the

magazines fet on fire by the Moors, conveyed all fliips.

the treafure he could collect from the merchants,

&c. and the company's books, and carried all the

ladies, and the counfellors, with him on board the

fhips, which laid off in the Ganges ; leaving Mr.

Holwell behind, who faid he would fray and de-

fend the place to the laft extremity •, though the

party that fled on board had carried 100 foldiers

from the garrifon with them.

Mr. Holwell thus left with only a few gentle- The fort

men and fome military officers, called a council!' ^ l

!

e-

of
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A. D. of war: after which, to appeafe the grumbling
175 " of the foldiers, left in the fort, he divided three

chefts of treafure amongft them ; made them

large promifes for their fidelity and courage; fe-

cured the keys of the gates himfelf ; and next

morning flood to the defence of the place gal-

lantly.

The attack was made very brifk ; the Moors

having got pofleffion of the couniellors houfes,

which were built clofe and round the fort, galled

the Englifh much, and drove them from the baf-

tions : but they were feveral times diflodged by

the fire from the fort ; which killed upwards of

12,000 Moors, with the lofs of only five or fix

Englifh, the firft day : but on the third day, moil

of the Englifh foldiers being either killed or

wounded, and Mr. Holwell feeing himftlf de-

ferted by almoft every body, attempted to make an

honourable and fafe retreat on board the (hips.

For this purpofe, he is faid to have hung out a

flag of truce, and to have demanded a capitula-

tion, to amute the enemy, till he could carry hvs

retreat into execution. But the fhips were now

fell feveral miles below the fort, without leaving a

boat to affift the befieged in their efcape ; which

defeated all expectations of fafety, that way

;

and, it is very probable the fame circumftance

giving the Nab.)b reaibn to think the fort would

furrender at difcretion, when thus deferted, with-

out hopes of fuccoura and relief, he would attend

to no terms of capitulation.

The
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The foldiers defpairing of fuccefs, and quite A. D.

difabled with their continual fervice, in the even- * 75 *

ing of the 1 9th, knocked off the lock of the Little JJJS pp|

i

Gate and let in the Moors ; who killed feveral

that firft prefented themfelves •, dripped all naked,

and loading them with irons, crammed 146 into

a dungeon, called the Black-Hole, of about 18

foot fquare, with only two windows to the weft-

ward, at eight in the evening \ out of whom next

day, there were no more than twenty-three left

alive
r

, at fix in the morning -, the reft being

fmothered by the exceftive heat : and their re-

leafe was owing more to the avarice of the Nabob,

than to any bowels of companion. For, being

informed that there was a considerable treafure fe-

creted in the fort, entrufted to the confidence of

Mr. Holwell, the barbarous tyrant was moved to

order him and his companions out of the Black*

Hole. Yet this was not the end of Mr. Hol-

well's mifery. He, not privy to any fnch trea- M;fer ;es f

fure, as the Nabob queftioned him about, and Mr. Hoi-

three of his companions, were loaded with irons,

and conveyed three miles, in a putrid fever, to

the Indian camp, and there expofed to a heavy

rain all night -, next day brought back to Cal-

cutta, under the intenfe heat of the fun, and

embarked in an open boat, for Moxoudavat,

not only without help for people in their diftrefs j

r Occasioned by a profufe fweat on every individual, at-

tended with an infatiable third ; and at iaft by the intolerable

(team that arofe from the dead bodies, as well as the living,

as pungent and volatile as fpiiits of hartihorn.

but
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A. D. but treated in a.jnanner, that would fbock a mer-

ciful reader. Arrived at the city of their de-

ftination ; they were lodged in a ftable, led

captives in chains through the ftreets, and treated

as the worft of criminals ; till releafed by the

pity and interceffion of the Nabob's grandmo-

ther. Mr. Watts and his companion in flavery

received the fame grace. But having received

advice, that the Englifh fhips were making fome

motions to recover their fettlement and to re-

venge themfelves, he ordered that all the inha-

bitants of Calcutta mould withdraw and quit

the country within three days, under pain of

having their nofes and ears cut off: fent pioneers

to raze the town to the ground ; and wrote to the

governor of Madrafs, that no Englifh fubjecl:

fhould thence forward fettle within his territory

of Bengal.

This was the cafe, that fo immediately required

all the aid of the government of Madrafs to pre-

vent the Englifh being driven out, and extirpated

for ever from the moft lucrative trade in falt-petre

and the other produce, and the manufactures of

thofe countries watered by the Ganges -, and to

give this fervice the preference to any other.

Afdfcntto
Accordingly it was refolved to drop the agree-

Bengal. ment with Salabatzing % and to difpatch 600

Europeans, and 1000 Sepoys, under the com-

mand of Captain Clive, againfl the Nabob or

Suba of Bengal, in order to reftore the company's

factories and commerce.

' See before, p. 559.

In
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In confequence of this refolution, Salabatzing A - D -

Was under neceffity to hearken to the French terms

of accommodation, and to receive them into his

fervice : and Bufly, reinforced by £00 Europeans,

under Mr. Law, began the new year (1756) with
effeftg

*

f

the conqueft of Ingeram, Baudermalanka and h ' 5 "P***
1

r .
went with

Vizagapatam, factories belonging to the Engliih. theFrench*

This having been foreieen,the greateft part of the

company's effects were fnipped off, from the two

former places, immediately upon the firft alarm

of hoftilities. And as the latter was in no condi-

tion to withftand 600 Europeans, 6000 Sepoys,

4000 Pikemen, and %q pieces of cannon, which

M. Bufly brought againft it, whofe garrifon con-

fided of no more than 140 Europeans, and 420

Sepoys and Topaffes, it furrendered by capitula-

tion ; in which it was agreed, " To deliver up Capitula*

** the place, the fortifications, the artillery, marine
z

'°

g

n

a
,°

aA

v
'

" and military (lores, arms, fhip-fiores, &c. to taI!U

" the company of France ; as alfo all that mould
" be found in the different magazines belonging

" to the Englifh company •, that the chief, the

" council, and all thofe employed in the Englifh.

" company's fervice, the officers and all others,

" both civil and military, to be prifoners of war,

" on their parole : that all the foldiers,failors and
11 other Europeans fhould be prifoners, as long as

" the war ihculd continue between the King of
*' France and the King of England, or till they

" fhould be exchanged." Befides the capture of

this place gave the French the entire pofleflion of

the coaft from Ganjam to Meffulapatam.

Vol. I. $ b Affairs
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A. D. Affairs did not fucceed much better in the

fonthern provinces of the Indies. The governor

«fun>at?on of St. George refolved to fend iooo Sepoys and

°hufiC
U ^ie Coffree company fr°m Trichinopoly, under

the command of Mahomed Ifouf Cawn, to re-

duce the rebel Polygars, who, by the inftigation of

the French, had united againft the Nabob's brother

Mauphus Cawn ; had obtained feveral advantages

over his troops, and had blocked up a large party

in a (Irong fort, between Madura and Tinevelly.

But the day before thefe troops began their march,

advice came that Mauphus Cawn, had not only

obtained a compleat victory over the rebels, killed

the general and 2000 colleries, and taken 300

horfe, and all their baggage, guns, and fome ele-

phants, in a battle fought within feven miles of

Tinevelly •, but that he had ufurped and feized

upon his brother's country ; having firft, under

falfe and frivolous pretences, prevailed with our

Sepoys to quit the fortrefs of Madura.

Affairs of
I R North America the loffes and difappoint-

North A- ments of the expeditions, for the defence of the
menca.

. .

Ohio, the territories yet uncultivated, and the fet-

tlements made by the Britifh fubjects on the back

of our provinces, on the Couth of the bay of St.

Lawrence, expofed our colonies to the inroads and

barbarities of the French and their Indian confe-

derates, during the winter-, and were chiefly al-

cribed to the appointment of improper commanders

on that continent. For, it mult be confeffed,

that there was a great overfight in the miniftry ;

firft, to chufe a man for that fervice, who was

totally

A.
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totally unacquainted with the country, to which A - D.

he was fent, and with the fervice, which he was

to perform : and one, whofe rafli and precipitant

temper made him unqualified for a fervice, whofe

fuccefs depended upon the moft cool, wary and

circumfpect attention and forefight : and then to

fend him without a companion, equal to the pod,

and to fucceed him in the chief command, in cafe

of death, or other fatal accident. By the firfl:

fault, we have feen that Braddock's expedition was

rendered unfuccefsful % and the territory on the

back of Virginia and Penfylvania was particularly

left expofed to the ravages of a cruel enemy : and

by the fecond miftake, the chief command, upon

the death of General Braddock, devolved on Ge-

neral Shirley, a man who had been worn out in General

the practice of the law, as a barrifter ; who was
c\^^i\

naturally diffident, flow, and inert ; who had never

feen battle, or fiege, and who had, neverthelefs,

been made commander in chief of the King's

armies in North America, with the appointments

and pay of the great Duke of Marlborough. This

points out the erroneous conduct of the miniftry •,

but in no wife intended, as a flur on the character

of Mr. Shirley, who obtained the government of

Boflon by his merit j was reckoned an able politi-

cian •, underflood the interelt of his country well-,

had the honour of his Majefty and the welfare of

his country very much at heart -,
was employed

in the ccmmiffion to fettle the limits between

1 See page 145, &c.

B b 2 England
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A. D. England and France in North America, &c. in which
1/5

' great truft he acquitted himfeif with honour-, and

from his thorough knowledge of his Britannic Ma-

jelly's title to that continent, he feems to have

been entrufted with the affairs thereof.

The miferies, to which the back fettlements

were expofed, by feveral mifcarriages of the ex-

peditions carried on Jaft fummer, againft Fort du

Quefne, Niagara and Crown Point, and the fatal

confequences, which were forefeen wouid follow

a want of a fuperior force, to oppofe and repel

the French, and to drive them off from the Bri-

tifh territories •, and that difunion and difagree-

ment, which (till continued amongft the provinces,

about railing necelfary fupplies of men and money,

for the common fafety, greatly alarmed thofe,

who were neareil the feat of danger, and produced

Kcmon- feveral fpirited remonftrances to their rulers,

fhances o.
ancj fn ft r ucTions to their reprefentatives, fetting

the pro- r
.

vincesmoft forth, That when they law the views of an ambi-

danger. tious potent Prince, extended in defiance and in

open violation of the mod folemn treaties with

the native Indians, and the crown of Great Bri-

tain ; and his fubjects feizing lands undoubtedly

within his Majefty's grants, fortifying themfelves

thereon, affiled by all the native forces of Canada,

ami large numbers of veteran foldiers from France,

opening thereby a fhort and eafy paflage to our

own back fettlements : that, when they reflected,

that ihefe intruders are the avowed enemies of our

trade, liberty, property, laws and religion, the

utter extirpation of which, can only fatisfy them :

4 when
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when they confidered that this appears to be the A. D.

grand leading ftroke in all their ambitious views,

and the only way to bring about an arbitrary and

tyrannical empire, and introduce a bloody and

perfecuting religion, throughout all the continent

of North America : to fucceed in which, they cb-

ferved them to act in one uniform manner, guided

by one (leady council, all directed to one fixed and

unalterable point; their ftrength confiding in

union, and their profpect of fuccefs founded on

the prefent unhappy disjointed ftate of our colo-

nies •, which appears fo evident to our Indian allies,

that felf-preiervation has induced many of their

warriors to go over to the French, believing

either that our circumftances are defperate, or that

we are an eafy, effeminate and daftardly people,

and confequently not to be relied on, being

doubtful that the Englifn would not make any

provifion againft the impending dangers. They

could not forbear being alarmed at a fituation fo

Shocking to every true fubject of Great Britain

:

and that it was with the utmoft concern they had

feen thofe evils, from fmall beginnings, rife by de-

grees to the mod threatning dangers j and that

they could not help attributing their monftrous

growth to the private views, inaction, irrefolution,

and difunion of the feveral legiflative powers of

Britifh America : So that, an invafion, which the

natural ftrength of the colonies united, and an eafy

expence, might have once repelled, is now be-

come matter of ferious concern and importance to

their mother country, and calls for a provincial af-

B b 3 fiftancc

i 75 &.
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A. D. fiftance in arms and money •, and mud coft im-
17 * ' menfe fums to thofe colonies, which a friendly

union and care might have faved.

Had no ef- Solemn and well grounded as thefe remonftran-
fea upon

ces were tne fpirit of oppofition Hill continued,
the qua- ' r rr
kers in the efpecially in the affembly of Penfylvania ; in

fenfyiva- which the leading men, amongft the quakers, did

all in their power to obftruift the pafling any bill

for raifmg money, and for eftablifhing a militia •,

and fome of them went fo far as to vindicate the

enemy, and to advife forbearance, as the belt

means to fecure their liberty and property. To
confirm this delufion, which had feized upon the

majority of the reprefentatives, many preachers,

or fpeakers, both men and women, ran about with

more than common affiduity, declaiming againft

all preparations for war, and declaring, " That

•whatever evil might come upon our provinces, it

was of their own feeking : that the French were

fettled on their own lands, and that the defeat of

the King's troops was a judgment for difturbing

the enemy in their peaceable habitations : that

their colony was under the immediate protection

of heaven ; and that it was in vain to endeavour

to drive the French out of their forts •, and par-

ticularly, that it was unneceffary for the Penfyl-

vanians to take up arms." This doctrine had fuch

effect, that the unhappy Penfylvanians defpifed

all military arts and military officers, and were

deaf to all meafures towards maintaining the com-

mon fafety j till the French themfelves, by pufh-

ing on their encroachments upon this province,

after
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after the defeat of Braddock, fo as to threaten A - D -

their very capital with defolation ; and the incon-

testable proofs, that daily arrived from the back

fettlements, of the barbarities exercifcd by the

enemy upon men, women and children, gave the

afiembly a more natural turn to acknowledge the

neceiTity of preparing for the defence of their

province.

On the 3d of November, the affembly fitting, Several

the governor informed them, by a mdfage, that from the

he had received intelligence of the encampment Soverno
.

r

r concerning

of 1500 French and Indians u on the $ufqueha- the im-

nah, within 80 miles of Philadelphia -

3 that they danger?

had gained the Delawares and Shawanefe to their

intereft w
: that he could have put the province

into a pofture of defence to prevent the mifchiefs,

already committed by this party, had his hands

been properly ftrengthened; but that he had neither

money, nor arms, nor ammunition at his difpofal

;

that there was no militia, and that it was not pof-

fible for him to form the backfettlers into fuch

regular bodies, as the prefent exigence required

;

and he earncftly entreated them to grant proper

u A body of 1400 Indians and 100 French, who marched

from the Ohio, with an intention to divide into feparate par-

ries, when they came near to the frontiers ; viz. forty to go

againlt Shamakin, forty againlr. Juniata, and foity againft

Harris's Ferry ; and thus to fpread themfelves in fmall parties

quite over the province of Penfylvania, taking up their winter

quatters at Laucafter.

w Thefe two tribes of Indians declared that they had re-

ceded a hatchet from the French, and were determined to u(c

it . gainft the Englifh, as long as any of us were alive.

Hb 4 fuppiies
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A. D. fupplies of money, and to prepare a bill to eftab-

175 '
lifh a militia, excepting fuch as are confcientioufly

fcrupulous of bearing arms ; it being impofiible,

without fuch law, to prevent confufion and difor-

der, and to anfwer the purpofes of government,

whatever irloney might be raifed.

The affembly admitted that the back-fettlers had

been greatly alarmed, and that great cruelties had

been committed by the Delawares and Shawanefe :

but inftead of proceeding immediately to enable

the governor to reprefs and avenge thefe incur-

fions by the bill defired, they requeued him to in-

form them, whether he knew of any difgufl or

injury the Delawares and Shawanefe had received,

or by what means their affections had been alienated

from the province ; and put other queries of like

tendency, to avoid coming to an explicit anfwer

to the governor's mefiage.

Jufl as this anfwer was difpatched, the affembly

received another meffage, acquainting them with

the utter deftru&ion of the fettlers at the Great

Cove. Which had no effect towards facilitating

refolutions for the common fafety. On the ioth

of November, the governor acquainted the afTem-

bly, that the Indians had publicly demanded the

affiftance of the province, and had declared, that

unlcfs they mould be immediately fupported, they

muft in their own defence take part with the

French, whom they were not able to refift alone

:

and further, that he was determined, with the

advice of his council, to fet out in perfon to fuc-

. cour the back-fettlers by his prefence, and to put

them
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them into the beft order he could, defpairing now A. D.

of doing any thing in concert with the affcmbly. * 75 *

This menace did not produce its defired effect

:

eight days more were trifled away in fruklefs and

difagreeable meffages about the fupplies. On the

1 8th the governor acquainted the afTembly, by

mefTage, that the Indians had deftroyed and driven

away the inhabitants of Tulpehocken ; and ob-

ferved, that the means they had under confidera-

tion for raifing money were too dilatory-, that, as

no money could be iflued thereby, in lefs than

fix weeks, in which time a great part of the pro-

vince might be laid wafte, he urged them for an

immediate fupply, and a law to regulate a militia,

and to fubmit them to difcipline. This brought

on farther delay. But next day, November the The hack

19th, many hundreds of the back-fettlers arrived ccmuTto

at Philadelphia, and in a body demanded that re- Phi^dei-

1

' phia.

lief, to which they were intitled by the laws of^iii A • r Demand
God and nature, and under the protection of go- relief and

vernment. Thefe unhappy and deferted people Proteauau

applied themfelves firft to the governor, who pi-

tied their diftrefs ; told them that he had done

all in his power to gain from the afTembly the re-

lief they follicited, and {hewed them the order for

50C0I. from the proprietaries, to be laid out as a

free gift in defence of the province. Upon which Bring

they hurried to the Stadt-houie with a waggon
mu'rdered*

loaded with the dead bodies of their friends, who friends.

had been fcalped about fixty miles off, by the

Indians-, threw them down at the door of the

afTembly houfe ; curfing the quakers principle?, and

bicj
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A. D. bid the committee of afiembly behold the fruits of

their obftinacy, and confefs that their pretended

fanctity would not fave the province without the

Attend- ufe of means ; at the fame time threatning, that

threats, if they mould come down on the like errand

again, and find nothing done for their protection,

the confequences mould be fatal
x

. And this was

declared with fuch marks of grief and mifery in

their faces, who had loft their wives, their chil-

dren, and the labour of their whole lives, that

they, either moved by the diftrefs, or over-awed

by the threats of the injured people, immediately

dropped all their difputes
; palled the money-bill

for 60,000 1. on the fame terms offered to them

in Auguft lad; and alfo palled a militia-bill, by

* The quakers, Ieaft the affembly fhould waver in their

oppofuion, folemnly conjured them, in a public addrefs, not

to grant any money for purpofes inconfiftent w ith the peace-

able testimony they profeffed, as it would deftroy the

religious liberties, and the fundamental part of their conftitu-

tion i for which their forefathers left their country, and fettled

that, then a wildernefs ; declaring alio, that if a tax mould

be granted to raife money for any uvpeaceable purpofes, many
would be under a neceffity of fufering, rather than confent

thereto, by the payment of it. The other inhabitants of

the province addreii'ed them in the itrongeft terms, to come

into contrary meafures. " We hope, faid they, that we ihall

always be able to preferve that refpeft for you, which is due

to the faithful reprefentatives of freemen; but on the pre-

fent occafion you will forgive us, if we aflume characters

higher than that of humble fuiters, praying for the defence

of our li<ves and properties, as a matter of grace : you will

permit us to make a pofitive and abfolute demand of it, as 3

matter of perfect and unalienable right by the laws qf God
and man.

which
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which thole, who bear arms, might be formed into A. D.

regular bodies, fubject to difcipline, and rendred 75

more able to ferve their country, and more ter-

rible to their enemies. Which being the firft mi-

litia-act ever paiYed in Penfylvania, and containing

fome very remarkable pailages, in regard to the

fcrupulofity of thofe, who refufe to bear arms for

the defence of their country and of their own li-

berty, property and religion ; the reader will find

it at the bottom of the page y
.

In

y An Att for the letter ordering and regulating fuch as are twill-

ing and defirous to be unitedfor military purpofes within the pro-

evince of Penfyhvania> pnfftd Nov. 25, l 755-

Ty Hereas this province was firft fettled by (and a majority

of the affemblies have ever fince been of) the people

called Quakers, who, though they do not, as the world is

now circumftanced, condemn the ufe of arms in others, yet

are principled againft bearing arms themfelves; and to make

any law to compel them thereto, againft their confidences,

would riot be only to violate a fundamental in cur conftitu-

tion, and be a direct breach of our charter of privilege?,

but would alio in effect be to commence pei fecution againft all

that part of the inhabitants of the province :. and for them

by any law to compel others to bear arms, and exempt them-

felves, would be inconfillent and partial. Yet fcrafmuch as

by the general toleration and equity of our laws, great num-

bers of people of other religious denominations are come

among us, who are under no fuch reflraint, fome of whom
have been difciplined in the art of war, and confekntioufly

think it their duty to fight in defence of their country, their

wives, their families, and eftates, and fuch have an equal

right to liberty of confeience with others. And whereas a

great number of petitions from the feveral counties of this

province, have been prefented to this houfe, fetting forth,

that
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A. D. In Virginia the government, prevailed upon by

the miferies fuffered by the back-iettlers, who had

been

that the petitioners are very willing to defend themfelves and

country, and defirous of being formed into regular bodies for

that parpofe, intruded and difciplined under proper officers,

with fuitable and l"gal authority ; reprefenting withal, that

unlefs meafures of this kind are taken, fo as to unite them to-

gether, fubjedl them to due command, and thereby give them

confidence in each other, tliey cannot afTemble to oppofe the

enemy, without the utmoll danger of expoling themielves to

confufion and deftrudtion.

And whereas the voluntary affembling of great bodies of

armed men from different parts of the province on any occa-

fional alarm, whether true or falfe, as of late hath happened,

without call or authority from the government, and without

due order and direction among themfelves, may be attended

with danger to our neighbouring Indian friends and allies, as

well as the internal peace of the province.

And whereas the governor hath frequently recommended

it to the affembly, that in preparing and paffing a law for

fuch purpofes, they fhould have a due regard to fcrupulous

and tender consciences, which cannot be done where com-

pulfive means are ufed to force men into military fervice

:

Therefore, as we reprefent all the people of the province, and

are compofed of members of different religious perfuafions,

we do not think it reafonable that any fhould, through a

want of legal powers, be in the lcaft reftrained from doing

what they judge it their duty to do for their own fecurity and

the public good ; we, in compliance with the faid petitions

and recommendations, do offer it to the governor to be

enacled, And be it enacled, by and with the advice and confent

of the reprefentatives of the freemen cf the faid province in

general affembly met, and by the authority of the fame, That

from and after the publication of this aft, it (hall and may

be lawful for the freemen of this province to form themfelves

into companies, as heretofore they have ufed in time of war

without
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been killed or taken, to the number of 70 perfons, A. D.

ordered the militia of the counties of Dumfries, 17i

Prince

without law, and for each company, by majority of votes in

the way of ballot, to chufe its own officers.

And that as foon as the faid companies and regiments are

formed, and their officers commilfioned, it fhall and may be

lawful to and for the governor, or commander in chief, by

and with the advice and confent of the colonels, lieutenant-

colonels and majors of all the regiments, to form, make, and

eftablifh articles of war, for the better government of the

forces, that fhall be under their command, and for bringing

offenders againft the fame to juftice; and to ereft and conili-

tute courts-martial, with power to hear, try, and determine

any crimes or offences by fuch articles of war, and inflict pe-

nalties by fentence or judgment of the fame on thofe, who fhall

be fubjeft thereto, in any place within this province.

Provided always, that the articles fo to be made and efta-

blifhed, fhall contain nothing repugnant, but be as near as

poffible conformable, to the military laws of Great Britain, and

to the articles of war made and eftablifhed by his Majefly in

purfuance of the laft aft of parliament for punifhing mutiny and

defertion, the different circumflances of this province com-

pared with Great Britain, and of a voluntary militia of free-

men, compared with mercenary Handing troops, being duly

weighed and maturely confidered.

Provided alfo, that nothing in this aft mall be underffood

or conflrued to give any power or authority to the governor

or commander in chief, and the faid officers, to make any ar-

ticles or rules that fhall in the lead affeft thofe of the inha-

bitants of the province who are confeientioufly fcrupulous of

bearing arms, either in their liberties, perfons or eflates ; nor

any other perfons, of what perfuafion or denomination foever,

who have not firft voluntary and freely figned the faid articles,

after due confideration as aforefaid.

Provided alfo, that no youth, under the age of twenty-one

years, r.or any bought fervant or indented apprentice, fhall

be admitted to enroll himfelf, or be capable of being en-

rolled
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A. D. Prince William and Fairfax to be draughted; and
*75 ' that 1 60 of them mould march out of Winchefter

towards the fouth branch of the river Potomac,

where feveral late murders had been committed :

and 500 more were draughted about the middle

of October, from the regiments at other places,

and ordered to rendezvous at Fort Cumberland,

to prevent further exceffes from the French and

Indians in thofe quarters, who had depopulated

five or fix counties, and cut off the correfpond-

ence with Fort Cumberland and Will's Creek, for'

a time.

The Moravian fettlement at Guaden Hutten,

or Mohony Creek, about 85 miles from Phila-

rolled in the faid companies or regiments, without the confent

of his or their parents or guardians, matters or miftrefTes, in

writing under their hands firft had and obtained *.

Provided alfo, that no enliftment or enrollment of any per-

fbn in any of the companies or regiments to be formed and

raifed as aforefaid, fhall protect fuch perfon in any fuit or

civil action brought againft him by his creditors or others,

except during his being in actual fervice in field or garrifon ;

nor from a profecution for any offence committed againft ths

laws of this province.

Provided alfo, that no regiment, company, or party of vo-

lunteers, fhall, by virtue of this act, be compelled or led mora

than three days march beyond the inhabited parts of the pro-

vince ; nor detained longer than three weeks in any garrifon,

without an exprefs engagement for that purpofe, firft volunta-

rily entered into and fubfcribed by every man fo to march or

remain in garrifon.

This aft to continue in force until the 30th of October next,

and no longer.

* See how this agrees with the claufe in the aft puffed in No-

vember lali it Weftminfter, page 212.

dclphia,
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Oc-lphia, was deftroyed by the Indians, led on by A. D.

the French, only two perfons efcaping alive ; who 17
>

continued burning and deftroying every thing they

met with, and barbaroufly murdered all, without

regard to age or fex. Which had fuch an effect,

that the fettlers at Bethlem and Nazareth, amongft;

whom were many Moravians, formed thcmfelves

into bodies, to oppofe and defend themfelves againft

the enemy, and thereby prevented the like out-

rages for the future in thofe parts.

Thefe, and an infinite more calamities, were Strength of

daily reported from the vveftern frontiers of our *
e ienc

*

colonies •, where the French were in poffeflion of

the vaft country on the Ohio, fecured for the pre-

fent by Fort du Qiiefne •, and had cut off the Indian

nations from our colonies by Crown Point and

Fort CohafTer, Niagara and Frontenac, and a

multitude of fmall forts, on the back of New
England and New York, that commanded all the

paries and the lakes, and by Fort Conde, and its

commandaries, properly eftablifhed behind the

Carolina's, to finilh that chain, intended to girt

all the Englifh colonies from Nova Scotia to

Georgia : and the French in Canada employed the

whole winter in preparations for the fiege of Of-

xvego, and to complete their operations on the

Ohio; placing flrong garrifons at Crown Point

and Ticonderoga ; from whence, and other fta-

tions, they fent out fmall parties to diftrefs the

Englifh out-fettlements.

On our part, General Shirley exerted the ut-

moft of his fkill and intercft to unite the Pro-

vinces
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A. D. vinces in vigorous jneafures for the next cam-
175 ' paign j and was fo fuccefsfu], as to effect in fome

meafure the long-wifhed for union of the governors

of New England and New York, in the common

caufe of defence againft the encroachments of the

enemy j in particular, to avenge the destruction of

their back-fettlements, and to attack Crown Point

with 8000 New Englandmen and 1,300 men from

New York ; and to conciliate many of the Indians

to the Britifh intereft, who had gone over unto,

or had given great fufpicion of their intentions to

join, the French. But he was recalled before

an opportunity ferved to carry his winter councils

into action ; being fuperfeded in his chief com-

mand, at Albany, by Colonel Webb, who deli-

vered to him his Majefty's orders to repair to

England without delay, dated the 31ft of March >

his Majefty having, on the 17th day of February

preceding, appointed John, Earl of Loudon, Ge-

neral and Governor in Chief of Virginia; and on

the 20th, General and Commander in Chief of all

his forces in North America.

Affairs in ^n Nova Scotia matters did not favour the ene-

Nova Sco- mv at ^ General Lawrence purfued his fuc-

cefs, and was obliged to ufe much feverity, to

extirpate the French neutrals and Indians, who
refufed to conform to the laws of Great Britain,

or to iwear allegiance to our Sovereign, and had

engaged to join the French troops in the fpring,

expected to arrive from Old France, as early as

pOiTible, on that coaft, or at Louiibourg; fome of

which, with ammunition, (lores, &c. fell into the

hands
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hands of our cruizers off Cape Breton. General A. D.

Lawrence did not only purfue thofe dangerous in-
I75

'

habitants with fire and fword, laying the country

wafte, burning their dwellings, and driving off

their (lock •, but he thought it expedient for his

Majefty's fervice, to tranfport the French neutrals^

fo as entirely to extirpate a people, that only waited

an opportunity to join the enemy.

This meafure was very commendable. But the

execution of it was not quite fo prudent. The French

method taken by the general to lecure his pro- how dir-

vince from this pell, was to dillribute them, in
pole<1 of*

number about feven thoufand, among the Britifli

colonies, in that rigorous feafon of winter, almoft

naked, and without money or effects to help them-

felves. In which diftribution too many were

tranfported to thofe colonies, where they might

with great eafe get to the French, forts, or might

facilitate any enterprize from thofe forts, on the

back of our provinces on the fouth of the Bay of

St. Lawrence. Befides it was exercifing a power

he had no right unto. For his command reached

not beyond the limits of Nova Scotia : and this

was loading each government, into which thofe

neutrals were tranfported, with an arbitrary and

great expence.

This may be exemplified in the cafe of Penfil- i„ pen f,i-

vania. The quota impofed upon that province vanii -

were 415, men, women and children. They
landed in a moll deplorable condition at Phila-

delphia, to be maintained by the province, or

turned loofe to beg their bread : and this city not

Vol. I, C c being
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A - D - being above two hundred miles diftant from Fort

du Quefne, it was very probable, the men might

endeavour to get unto, and join their countrymen

at that fort •, or to flrengthen the parties, which

hovered about the frontiers, and were continually

laying wafte the back fettlements.

The government, in order to get clear of the

charge, fuch a company of miferable wretches

would require to maintain them, propofed to fell

them, with their own confent : but when this ex-

pedient for their fupport was offered to their con-

federation, the tranfports rejected it with indigna-

tion, alledging, That they were prifoners, and

expected to be maintained, as fuch -, and not

forced to labour. They further faid, That they

had not violated their oath of fidelity, which, by

the treaty of Utrecht, they were obliged to take

;

and that they were ready to renew that oath, but

that a new oath of obedience having been pre-;

fcribed to them, by which, they apprehended,

the neutrals would be obliged to bear arms againft

the French, they could not take it, and thought

they could not be compelled to do it. Thus Ge-

neral Lawrence cleared the country of the French

neutrals ; and the Indians in their in te reft, who

had been very troublelbme, being moft of them

Roman catholics, retired to Canada for pro-

tection. Which eftablimed peace and tranquillity

throughout the province of Acadia or Nova Sco-

tia, according to its ancient limits, as ceded to

Great Britain by the treaty of Utrecht j till Fe-

bruary 1756, when a party of 300 French and

Indians
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Indians returned to make inroads about Chiep;- A
-
D -

necto, and to cut off the Englifli wood -cutters,

as they lived in a ftate of fecurity from an enemy. f^nsTe-
Lieutenant-Colonel Scott, having intelligence of enterNova

L - u A I u • •
i a Scotia.

this party, marched with 300 provincials in quelt

of them, came up with them, killed eight Indians

on the fpot, and wounded a confiderable number

of the enemy •, as was conjectured from the vail

quantity of blood, which the Englifh faw, in the

purfuit after thofe invaders.

Let us hence return to Europe, and refume the Affairs of

affairs on the continent. The treaty concluded

between his Britannic Majefty and the King of

Prufiia, furnifhed the court of Vienna with a pre-

tence to form an alliance with the court of Ver- Treaty of
alliance

failles, in order to facilitate a much further view, between

which it had been watching an opportunity to A\Xia!
m

effect, againft the King of Prufiia. In confe-

quence of this alliance, treaties were drawn up

between thofe two courts, under the name of

treaties of friendfiiip and neutrality z
, with a for-

mal

2 By which the contracting parties reciprocally obliged

themfelves to the guarantee of all their dominions in Europe :

and to furnifh each other with 18,000 foot, and 6000 horfe

;

or with a proportionable fum of money, viz. 8000 German

florins for 1000 infantry, and 24,000 ditto for 1000 cavalry,

in cafe of any attack from any power whatever.

This treaty was preceded by the following convention of

neutrality, which was figned the fame day.

The differences between his raoft Chriflian Majefty and the

King of Great Britain, concerning the limits of their rc-

fpeclive pofleffions in America, feeming more and more to

C c 2 threaten
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A- D- mal invitation to neighbouring powers to accede
175

thereunto •, and folemn aflurances that the con-

tracting parties had no other view than to p referve

the general tranquility of Europe, and to prevent

the flames of war, already kindled between Great

Britain and France, from fpreading to other coun-

ts inten- tries. But, notwithstanding thefe pacific declara-

u;n '

tions, the King of Pruflia foon difcovered, that

the principal end propofed by the Emprefs Queen,

in this alliance, was the recovery of Silefia ; in

threaten the public tranquility, his moft Christian Majefty,

and the Emprefs Queen of Hungary and Bohemia, who equal-

ly defired the unalterable duration of the friend/hip and good

underftanding that now happily fubfifts between them, have

thought it neceflary to take proper meafures for that pur,

pofe.

To this end the Emprefs Queen declares and promifes, in

the moll folemn and binding manner, that fhe will not, either

direftly or indireftly, take any part in the above differences,

in which fhe is now no way concerned, but on the contrary fhe

will obferve an exatt and perfeft neutrality during the whole

time of the war that may be oc.cafioned by the faid differences

between England and France.

His moft Chriftian Majefty on his part, far from defiring to

engage any other power in his private quarrel with England,

reciprocally declares and promifes, in the moft folemn and

binding manner, that he will, on no pretext or reafon what-

foever, attack or invade the Low Countries, or any other

kingdoms, ftates or provinces, under the dominion of her

Majefty the Emprefs Queen ; as likewife neither dire&ly nor

indireclly injure her poffeffions or rights ; which her Majefty

the Emprefs Queen doth in the fame manner promife with r.e-

fpeft to the kingdoms, ftates, and provinces, of his moft

Chriftian Majefty. This convention or act of neutrality fhall

be ratified by the Emprefs Queen within the fpace of fix

months, or fooner if polhble.

g
which
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which France, who had afiifted him in the con- A - D -

queft thereof, a few years before, did now con-
7S

cur with her new ally •, it being, at this time, the

intereft of the French court to reduce the power

of one, who is no longer to be made their tool in

the ruin of Germany. His Pruflian Majefty was

further confirmed in his opinion concerning the

hoitile intentions of thofe powers towards him,

by the intercourfe of thefe two courts with Pe-

terfbun?h. To which firft Vienna, and then Ver-

failles fent a fpecial minifter. From thence he

concluded that a project was carrying on, by thofe

three courts, againft him •, becaufe his power was

obnoxious to them ail. And he was foon convinc-

ed of the truth of thefe conjectures : for, early in

the fpring of this year, he received certain intel-

ligence, that the two imperial courts had agreed

upon a plan to unite their forces, and to invade

his dominions. In this fituation, he took every

meafure, that could be fuggefted by the utnioft

vigilance and magnanimity ; as will foon appear

in the courfe of this hiftory.

The actual invafion of Minorca, at lad, drew Domeftic

on that open and formal declaration of war from
a ails

Great Britain, which had been provoked, and

ought to have been done long before ; as we have

fhewn by fufficient evidences, in the courfe of

this hiftory ; wherein almoft every page exhibits

fome breach of faith, hoftile intrigue or open

hoftility of the French, from the very figningof the

treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; and which is confirmed

C c 3 by
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A. D. by his Majefty's declaration, publifhed on the 1 8th
/3 •' of May, 1756, in this form and thefe words.

His MajeJ/s declaration of war againfi the

French King.

GEORGE REX.

Dedara- IT* HE unwarrantable proceedings of the French
tion of war ± in the Weft lndies and North America, fince
dfijaimt tile

French the conclufion of the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle,

and the ufurpations and encroachments made by

them upon our territories, and the fettlements of

our fubjecls in thofe parts, particularly in our pro*

•vinceof Nova Scotia, have been fo notorious, and

1o frequent, that they cannot but be looked upon,

as a fuificient evidence of a formed defign, and

reiblution in that court, to purfue invariably fuch

meafures as mould moM effectually promote their

ambitious views, without any regard to the moft

folemn treaties and engagements. We have not

been wanting on our part, to make from time to

time the mod ferious reprefentations to the French

King upon thefe repeated acts of violence, and to

endeavour to obtain redrefs and fatisfaction for

the injuries done to our. fubjects, and to prevent

the like c.aufes of complaint for the future : but

though frequent affurances have been given, that

every thing ihould be fettled agreeable to the trea-

ties fubfifting between the two crowns, and parti-

cularly, that the evacuation of the four neutral

iflands in the Well Indies Ihould be erTe&ed, (which

was

3
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was exprefly promifed to our ambaiTador in A. D.

France) the execution of thefe affliiances, and of 75

the treaties, on which they were founded, has been

evaded under the mod frivolous pretences : and

the unjuftifiable practices of the French gover-

nors, and of the officers acting under their au-

thority, were flill carried on, till, at length, in

the month of April 1754, they broke out into

open acts of hofblity, when in time of profound

peace, without any declaration of war -

y and with-

out any previous notice given, or application made,

a body of French forces, under the command of

an officer bearing the French King's commiffion,

attacked in a hoftile manner, and pofleflcd them-

felves of the Englilh fort on the Ohio in North

America.

But notwithstanding this act of hoftility, which

could not but be looked upon as a commence-

ment of war i yet, from our earned defire of

peace, and in hopes the court of France would

difavow this violence and injuftice, we contented

ourfelves with fending fuch a force to America as

was indifpenlably neceflary for the immediate de-

fence and protection of our fubjects, againft frelh

attacks and infults.

In the mean time great naval armaments were

preparing in the ports of France, and a confider-

able body of French troops embarked for North

America i and though the French ambaiTador

was fent back to England with fpecious profeffions

of a defire to accommodate thefe differences, yet

it appeared, that their real defign was only to gain

C c 4 time
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a. D. time for the paiTage of thofe troops to America,
1/5

' which they hoped would fecure the fuperiority of

the French forces in thofe parts, and enable them

to carry their ambitious and opprefiive projects

into execution.

In thefe circumftances we could not but think

it incumbent upon us to endeavour to prevent the

iuccefs of fo dangerous a defign, and to oppofe

the landing of the French troops in America •, and

in confequence of the juft and necelTary meafures

we had taken for that purpofe, the French am-

baiTador was immediately recalled from our court

;

the foriirkations of Dunkirk, which had been re-

pairing for fome time, were enlarged ; great bo»

dies of troops marched down to the coaft, and

our kingdoms were threatened with an invafion.

In order to prevent the execution of thefe de-

figns, and to provide for the fecurity of our king-

doms, which were thus threatned, we could no

longer forbear giving orders for the feizing at fea

the fhips of the French King, and his fubjects

:

notwithstanding which, as we were ftill unwilling

to give up all hopes that an accommodation might

be efTec-ted, we have contented ourfelves hitherto

with detaining the faid fhips, and preferving them

and (as far as was pofTible) their cargoes entire,

without proceeding to the confifcation of them

:

but it being now evident, by the hoftile invafion

actually made by the French King, of our ifland

of Minorca, that it is the determined refolution of

that court, to hearken to no terms of peace, but

to carry on the war, which has been long begun

on
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on their part, with the utmoft violence, we can A. D.

no longer remain, confiftently with what we owe I 756 -

to our own honour, and to the welfare of our

fubjecls, within thofe bounds, which, from a de-

fire of peace, we had hitherto oblerved.

We have therefore thought proper to declare

war, and we do hereby declare war, againft the

French King, who hath fo unjuflly begun it, re-

lying on the help of Almighty God in our juft

undertaking, and being afTured of the hearty con-

currence and afilftance of our fubjecls in fupport

of fo good a cauie : hereby willing and requiring

our captain-general of our forces, our commif-

fioners for executing the office of our high ad-

miral of Great Britain, our lieutenants of our fe-

veral counties, governors of our forts and gar-

rilbns, and all other officers and foldiers under

them, by fea and land, to do and execute all acts

of hoftility, in the profecution of this war, againft

the French King, his vafials, and fubjecls, and to

oppofe their attempts -, willing and requiring all

our fubjecls to take notice of the fame, whom we

henceforth ftriclly forbid to hold any correfpond-

enceor communication with the faid French King,

or his fubjecls : and we do hereby command our

own fubjecls, and advertife all other perfons, of

what nation foever, not to tranfport or carry any

foldiers, arms, powder, ammunition, or other

contraband goods, to any of the territories, lands,

plantations, or countries of the faid French King

;

declaring, that whatfoever fhip or veflel mail be

met withal, tranfporting or carrying any foldiers,

arms,
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A. D. arms, powder, ammuniti n, or any other contra-

Wjr* band goods, to any of the territories, lands, plan-

tations or countries of the laid French King, the

lame, being taken, mall be condemned as good

and lawful prize.

And whereas there are remaining: in our king;-

dom, divers of the fubjects of the French King,

we do hereby declare our royal intention to be,

that all the French fubjects, who {hall demean

themfelves dutifully towards us, mail be fafe in

their perfons and effects.

Remarks Certainly the found of war never echoed with

claradon"
rn0re fatisfaction, than at the prefent conjuncture,

of war. it was the general requeft of the nation ; efpe-

cially of them who were to fight our battles, and

of thofe who, by their fortune and condition in

life, were likely to contribute molt to the expence

thereof. For, they reafoned thus : can a decla-

ration of war, to oppofe French hoftilities by open

force, and to treat the French King and his fub-

jects as our avowed and irreconcileable enemies,-

be attended with more calamitous circumftances,

than to be continually alarmed with invafions and

other attempts upon the Britiih dominions, and

trade ? Is it not as expenfive to be driven to the

neceflity of maintaining an army on our coafts,

and a fleet in a capacity to fail upon the firit or-

ders, as to ferret the enemy out of their lurking

holes, from whence they are continually making

new encroachments ; and to repel force by force ?

War is the only remedy againft injuries in times

of
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of peace. But there was another fort of men, A. D.

who, on this occafion, propagated very induftri-
* 75 *

oufly a difagreeable reprefentation of this meafure,

as if the miniftry had been forced to adopt it, not

by choice, but in order to (top the mouths of a

people ready to exact r.n account of the money

already expended in the grcateft armaments ever

known in Britain, both by fea and land, and at

the fame time permitting France to invade our

territories. And thefe infinuations gained too

much upon the timorous and avaricious.

However, national virtue made a ftrong pufh

againft every effort of the miniftry to render this

juft and necefTary war unfuccefsful. The friends

of our king and country could not help their

doubts of the fincerky of the court, and their

fears for the fatal confequences of a collufive war.

* c Should this war, faid they, prove to be a mi-

" nifterial collufion, only a meafure to facilitate

*' the raifing new taxes; or an expedient, after

" the people have been fleeced full as much as they

" are able to yield at one {hearing, to frighten

" them into an infidious peace; what would be-

<c come of Britain ? And to relieve the nation from

*' thefe apprehenfions, it is incumbent upon thofe

" in power, not only to conduct the war with

" integrity, prudence and vigour ; but to patch

" up no peace till the juft cries of the nation

" mail be fatisfied for lofles and damages, and

" upon fuch terms, as no free parliament can dif-

w approve.

« A war
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a. D. Cl A war committed to the management of

fuch, whofe integrity does not (land in the

befl light j or whofe abikies in martial affairs

have been fufpected to favour the enemies efcape,

rather than of that inviolable fecrecy, with which

the councils of our King and country ought to

be kept, would be far from anfwering the end

of his Majefty's declaration, or obtaining for

Great Britain and its dominions, fecurity from

injuries in time of peace. Nothing lefs than

purfuing every meafure with fidelity and vigour,

and oppofing, counteracting and diftrefling the

enemy in every place and attempt, according

to the fupplies granted by the people, can quit

the miniftry from the guilt of pufillanimity,

ignorance, or corruption. Nor can the war

procure for us the defirable fecurity of a lad-

ing and peaceable porTeffion of our rights and

property, fhould it be protracted with other

views than to force the enemy to equitable

• terms.

* e A peace, worded in a dark, ambiguous man-

ner, can never guard us againft cavils and dis-

putes : it would expoie us to the artifices of

thofe, who are not in a capacity to decide the

right in the field. It is by thofe kinds of peace,

Great Britain has fo often been obliged to re-

turn to arms. Had there been no claims left

undetermined at Aix-la-Chapelle ; had the

peace-makers, on the part of Britain, infilled

upon the evacuation of Crown-Point, of the

encroachments and fortreffes on the Ohio, and

" in
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" in Nova Scotia or Acadia, there would have A. D.

" been no pretence left for this French after- *
75b *

" game. If this was an overfight, now is come

" the time to rectify the miftakes of former mi-

" nifters, and to reftore the honour and welfare

" of Britain and her colonies. The fword is

" drawn : and it is drawn to defend our property,

" and to punifh the ufurpations, encroachments

" and perfidy of France ; and it is the hearty wifh

" of all good fubjects, that it may never be

" fheathed till the enemy fhall make full fatis-

" faction, and be difabled from giving Great

" Britain any further reafon to lie upon her arms

" in time of peace.

" Can there be too much caution in giving

" peace to a people, who are infamous for their

" breach of faith ? for embroiling all nations by
" their intrigues •, and noted for rifking the event

" of a war, rather than yield any point by nego-

" ciation. Whofe quiet confifts in the trouble of

" all others •> and whofe advantage always takef

" root in the public calamities of their neighr'

" bours.

" Let us then purfue the war with that vigour

" and fidelity, which have fo often made the Gallic

" throne to fhake. Let all factions fubfide, and

" all parties unite in luch meafures, as will bell

" coerce that power, which has broke through

" all treaties and promifes, and under the fanction

" of peace was carrying on war fecretly into our

" bowels. May all the fecret initruments (if there

*' be any) of that perfidious power be difcovered

" and
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" and brought to condign punifhrnent : and may
" heaven direct our councils, and infpire us with

** a relblution never to accept of any terms of

" accommodation, which might affect either our

'* religion, reputation, peace, trade, or naviga-

" tion.

" Should thefe be neglected, it would be dif-

ct fkult to perfuade a Briton that the times are

" mended, or that more falutary meafures are

" purfued, than when they had reafon to com-
" plain of thole traitors to their country fo often

" mentioned in hiftory, who joined with the

" prince in the fpoil of the fubjects, or kept him

" under fuch rellraints, as obliged him to be

" content with their mifreprefentations of facts, in

" order to extort from him unjuft orders to juftify

" or to ikreen their wicked counfel. They will

" look upon this declaration of war to be only a'

" fcheme to keep the minds- of the people under

" conftant fears and alarms, in a conftant hurry

*' and agitation about their own fafety, to pre-

*' vent their looking into public frauds j and to

tc reduce them to fuch a low (late as to render

" them incapable of punifhing thole, who under

" the name of peace, attempt to enflave the peo-

" pie, impoverifhed by the excefllve burden of a

" collufive war."

On the 17th of May, 1756, the very day that

his Majefty figned this declaration of war, there

happened a very warm engagement off" Rochfort,

between the Colchefter of 50 guns, Captain Obrian,

with the Lime of 20 guns, and two French men

of
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of war. the Aquilon of 48 guns, M. de Maur- A. D.

ville, with the Fiddle of 36 guns, M. de Litar- 175

dais : an aclion that begun at fix in the evening,
n"n° f

and laded till half an hour paft eleven between the "*r off

Lime and the Fidelle, and till half an hour paft

twelve between the Colchefler and Aquilon, when

diftrefs and the darknefs of the night obliged them

to part honourably.

They engaged fo clofe and warmly, that the

forefail of the Lime was fet on fire by the wads

of her adversary, foon after the fight began.

Which being extinguished, the Lime returned to

the charge, and continued the battle, till the

Frenchman flacked his fire, and (he was obliged

to bear away, to flop the holes received between

wind and water, having three feet and a half of

water in the hold : in about twenty minutes re-

turned a fecond time to the charge •, but the Fi-

delle, though Hie fired the fignal of diftrefs, made

fhift to efcape ; the Lime being in no condition

to give chace, all her rigging, main, fore, and

mizen flays, all her main fhrouds, being (hot

away, except two on a fide, and every malt and

yard in the fhip wounded and rendered unfervice-

able \ The Colchefler never quitted her adver-

fary till (he took fire, occafioned by red-hot bullets

fired by the Aquilon, as fuppofed ; which obliged

her to bear away b
.

On
a Eighty-fix fliot went through the maintop fail, fifty-four

through the main fail ; every fail looked like a fieve; and a

great number of fhot went through the hull.

b About this time the admiralty received advice of the lofs

of the Warwick of 60 guns, Captain Shouldham, taken by

the
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A. D. On the 27th of May the parliament, after grant-
l7$6 ' ing all that the miniftry afked, to enable his Majefty

to carry his declaration of war effectually into exe-

cution againft France, was adjourned, by his Ma-
jefty's command, to the 1 8th of June: upon which

occafion the Speaker, when the money bills were

prefented for the royal anent, addreiTed his Ma-
jefty in the following remarkable fpeech.

May it pleafe your Majefty,

The ILZOUR faithful Commons, juftly fenfible of

a'khef7t
S

o
l 'ie b^e

^*inS s tnev nave enjoyed under your

his Ma- happy reign, in juft indignation at every attempt

to difturb it, have exerted themfelves to the utmoft

of their abilities, to fupport your Majefty in the

juft war, which the ambition and perfidy of France

have obliged you to enter into, by giving, for the

fervice of this year, ordinary and extraordinary,

ten millions, befides a vote of credit to anfwer any

unforefeen emergency.

They beg leave moft humbly to fay—they hope

the fword you have fo bravely drawn, and they

fo effectually fupported, will be entrufted only in

brave, capable, and honeft hands -, that fo the

naval, the natural ftrength of England, will make

the Prudent man of war of 74 guns, who had in company with

her a 60 gun fhip, and a frigate of 36 guns,, oft' Martinico.

The Warwick perceiving herfelf over matched, endeavoured

to get clear by a running fight; and had actually got clear

of the large {hips, but the frigate got under her ftern, and

raked her fo terribly that the Prudent came up again, and

the Warwick ftruck ; having loft the captain and a great num-

ber cf men.

a figure
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a figure, will do fervice, as much greater, as it is A - D.

exalted higher than ever before.

They apprehend ; the prefent critical juncture

convinces, that alliances on the continent, as they

are unnatural, fo they muft ever be prejudicial to

the true intereft of England ; that there is no

gratitude to be expected from, no dependance to

be had on, fuch allies : allies, who though laved,

fupported, fubfifling by the blood and treafure of

this kingdom for more than an age, have taken

the opportunity of the firft profpect of prefent

profit, to break through every tye.

Not difcouraged by the ingratitude of allies,

nor the ambition of enemies, they have with

pleafure beheld the fword drawn to vindicate your

honour, the honour and intereft of England 5

convinced, and proud to let all the world fee,

that England is able to fight her own battles, to

fland by her own natural ftrength, againil all her

enemies.

Though ever attached to your Majefty's psrfon,

ever at eafe under your juft government, they

cannot forbear taking notice of fome circum-

ftances in the prefent fituation of affairs, which

nothing but the confidence in your juftice, your

love to the people devoted to you, could hinder

from alarming their moft ferious apprehensions j

and to whom fhould they make their fears known,

to whom fhould they complain, but to their pro-

tector, their guardian, and their father ?— Subfi-

dies to foreign Princes, when already burdened

with a debt fcarce to be borne, cannot but be

Vol. I. D d feverely

9
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A. D. feverely felt •, an army of foreign troops, a thing

unprecedented, unheard of, unknown, brought

into England, cannot but alarm : but ftill they

depend, ftill they confide in your Majefty, and

only beg leave mod humbly to fay, they hope that

their burden may be lightened ; their fears remov-

ed, as foon as poflible -, and in the mean time,

that the fword of thefe foreigners (hall not be en-

trufted a moment out of your own hand, to any-

other perfon whatfoever.

His Ma- His Majefty then clofed the fefllons with a mod

ibeech. gracious fpeech, thanking the members of both

houfes for their unwearied application to public

bufinefs, and for their vigorous and effectual fup-

port in maintaining the juft and national caufe.—

He acquainted them, that as the injuries and ho-

ftilities, which have been, for fome time, com-

mitted by the French, were now followed by the

actual invafion of Minorca, an ifland guaranteed

to Great Britain by all the powers of Europe, and

in particular by the French King ; he had there-

fore found himfelf obliged to declare war in

form, and relied on the divine protection, and the

vigorous affiftance of his faithful fubjects.—Then

- addrefilng the Commons, his Majefty particularly

thanked them for their readinefs and difpatch in

granting the large fupplies •, and gave his royal

word that they fhould be ftriclly applied to the

good purpofes for which they were granted.—-Then

/peaking to both houfes, he concluded with thefe

words : Nothing has given me more inward fa-

tisfaction,
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tisfaction, than the confidence which you repofe in A
- D -

me. It is the mod acceptable return you could

make to 'me ; and you may be allured, fhall be

made ufe of only for your good : the prelervation

of your religion, liberties, and independency, is,

and always (hall be, my great aim; and I truft

you will not be wanting to yourfelves.

In this lemons of parliament a bill for eftablifti-

ing a regular and well-difciplined militia palled the

Houle of Commons •, and though it did not meet

with the fame fuccefs in the Houfe of Lords, who
threw it out at the third reading ; it was recom-

mended to the members of both Houfes to take

the fenfe of the people on it, in their refpedtive

neighbourhoods, during the recefs of parliament,

that an effectual aft might pafs for that purpofe at

their next meeting.

Soon after
b
the French King thought proper

alfo to make a formal declaration of war •, in which

he concealed and evaded all the hoftilities com-

mitted by his governors and commanders in the

diftant parts of the world, and fully fet forth in

this hiftory, before the year 1754 : which take in

his own words.

1'he French King's declaration of war againft Great

Britain.

TT is known to all Europe, that the King ofFrench

* England, in the year 17^4, was the agorerTor ^,ng''? l,c '

' ' JT ' 0° darationof

in the contefts concerning the fettlements in North waragw'nrf

America; and that in the month of June luft, the

° On the 9th of June.

D d 2 Britilfe
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A. D. Britifh fleet, in contempt of the laws of nations

175 and the faith of treaties, began to commit the

moft violent hoftilities again ft the fhips of his 1

Majefty, and the navigation and commerce of his

fubjects.

The King, juftly offended by this perfidious

conduct, and the many infults that were offered

to his flag, would not have fufpended his refent-

ment, and with-held what he owes to the dignity

of his crown for eight months, if he had not

been unwilling to expofe Europe to the calamities

of a new war. It was upon this falutary prin-

ciple, that France behaved with the utmoft mo-

deration, during the moft injurious proceedings

of England.

While the Britifn fleet, fometimes by the bafeft

artifices, and fometimes by the moll outrageous

violence, were feizing the veffels of France, which

were failing without fufpicion of danger, under the

common fafeguard of public faith, his Majefty

fent back to England a frigate which had been

feized by the French fleet, and fuffered the Britifh

merchantmen to continue trading without inter-

ruption in the ports of France.

While the French foldiers and failors, captives

in the Britifh iflands at a time of peace, were

treated with a feverity by which the bounds that

the laws of nature and the common principles of

humanity have fet to the rights of war, were ex-

ceeded, the Englifh lived and traded without mo-

leftation in France, under the protection of that

red-
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reciprocal kindnefs and refpect, which civilized na- A. D.

tions owe to each other. I7S

While the Britim miniflry, under the appear-

ance of fincerity, impofed upon his Majefty's am-

baiTador by falfe protections, they caufed orders,

directly contrary to the deceitful affurances they

had given of an approaching reconciliation, to be

executed in all parts of North America.

While the court of London was exhaufting all

the fubtilties of intrigue, and all the iubfidies of

England, to engage the other powers of Europe

to act offcnfively againft France, his Majefty did

not demand even the fuccours which guarantees,

or defenfive treatie?, authorized him to require of

them, but advifed only fuch meafures as might

belt conduce to their peace and fecurity.

Such has been the conduct of the two nations

;

and the ftriking contraft of their proceedings can-

not but convince all Europe of the jealoufy, am-

bition, and unreafonable defires of the one, and the

honour, juftice, and moderation of the other.

His Majefty hoped that the King of England,

acting upon principles of natural equity and the

true intereft of his honour, would at length have

difavowed the lcandalous exceffes, which the of-

ficers of his Meet continued to commit; efpecially

as his Majefty gave him an opportunity of doing

it with equal juftice and decorum, by* demanding

a fpeedy and complete reftitution of all the veflels

of France, which had been taken by Britifh fhips;

and had offered, upon this preliminary condition,

to enter into a negotiation concerning other fatis-

D d 3 fictions,
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A. D. factions, which his Majefty had a right to expect,
175

' and readily to concur in an amicable accomoda-

tion of the differences concerning America.

The King of England having reje&ed this pro-

pofition, his Majefty could not but confider his

refufal as the moll authentic xleclaration of war,

as his Majefty had faid he fhould do in his requi-

fition.

The Britifh court therefore might have difpenfed

with a formality, which was become needlefs ; the

manner, in which Ihe had already declared war,

was a better reafon than any that was explicitly

affigned, why me would not fubmit, to the judg-

ment of Europe, the pretended grievances, which

were aljedged againft France in the written decla.-

ration of war, that was pubiiihed at London.

The vague imputations, which that writing

contains, have not the lead foundation in truth,

and the very manner, in which they are fet forth,

would have confuted them, if they had not been

clemonftrated to be falfe in the memorial, which

his Majefty has caufed to be remitted to all the

courts of Europe, containing an exacl ftate of all

the fafts relative to the prefent war, and the ne-

gotiations that preceded it, fupported by incon-

teftible evidence.

There is however one fact of great importance,

which is not mentioned in that memorial, becaufe

it was not pofiible to forefee that England would

carry her indelicacy in the choice of the means

of illufion, fo far, as fhe now appears to have

done.

She
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She talks much of the military works carrying A. D.

on at Dunkirk, and of the troops which his Ma- l7s6,

jefty has caufed to aiTemble upon the coaft
; and it

might fairly be concluded from her declaration of

war, that thefe works and thefe troops have alone

determined her to feize whatever (lie finds at fea

belonging to his Majefty, or his fubjects.

It is however univerfally known, that the works

at Dunkirk were not begun till after the capture

of two of his Majefty's (hips, which were attacked

in a time of profound peace by an Englifh fqua-

dron of thirteen men of war. It is equally noto-

rious, that the Englifh fleet had been making

prizes of French vefiels more than fix months,

when the firft battalions, which his Majefty or-

dered to the fea-coaft, began their march.

If the King of England mould ever reflect on

the falfhood of the reports, which have been made

to him concerning thefe facts, he will not furely

forgive thofe, who have betrayed him into the

afTertion of what is fo far from being true, that it

cannot by any artifice be rendered fpecious.

That which his Majefty owes to himfelf and to

his fubjects, has at length obliged him to repel

force with force •, but being ftill fteady to his fa-

vourite principles of juftice and moderation, he

has directed his military operations to be carried on

only againft the King of England, his aggrefibr

;

and all his political negociations have been intend-

ed merely to juftify the confidence, which has been

placed in his friendfhip, and the integrity of his

intentions, by the other nations of Europe.

D d 4 It
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A. D. It is not neceflary to afTign more particularly the

motives which have induced his Majefty to fend a

body of his troops into the ifland of Minorca, and

which have at length obliged him to declare war

againft the King of England, as the King of Eng-

land has declared war againft him, both by land

• and fea.

His Majefty thus acting upon principles fo

worthy to determine his refolutions, doubts not

but to find, in the juftice of his caufe, in the va-

lour of his troops, and in the love of his fubjects,

fuch affiftance, as they have always hitherto af-

forded him: but above all he relies for protection

upon the Lord of Hofts.

This declaration concludes with a fevere pro-

hibition of all communication, commerce, and in-

telligence with the fubjects of Great Britain, upon

pain of death.

thereon.

Remarks 1° this declaration the moft Chriftian King lays

afide that politenefs, for which his court take great

pains to adopt in all their tranfactions, and that

veracity, on which the French monarch endeavours

to avail himfelf in ail negotiations and communi-

cations. He, forgetful of that decorum, which is

due to fovereign Princes, like a man raving with

defpair, charges his Britannic Majefty with piracy,

perfidy, inhumanity, and deceit, even againft the

conviction of his own confcience ; which told him

that the very acts, falfely imputed, in the decla-

ration, to the King of Great Britain, were prac-

tifed continually by himfelf and his minifters : as

has
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has been proved at large by the facts fo often pro- A. D:

duced in the courfe of this hiftory, and fummed I7s6 *

up in the declaration of war, made by his Britan-

nic Majefty. Befides this farago of abufe and

fcurrilhty, there is nothing more than an accufa-

tion of our making reprizals, and oppofing an

open force to the French hoftilities, without the

ceremony of an open declaration of war : which,

though it is not juftified ftrictly in point of form-

ality, or ufage between nations at peace with each

other ; yet it can never make that Prince the ag-

greifor, who is obliged through necefiity to defend

himfelf and his dominions, againft one, that in

time of peace invades and deftroys his property,

and feizes, imprifons, and murders his lubjects

;

as the French had done, with impunity, for feve-

ral years in America.

As the fuccefs of this war feems to depend

chiefly on a naval force, it will be proper to give

the following lift of the royal navy of Great Bri-

tain, at the time it was declared.

First Rates. Saint George
L;ft of tlw

OQOMejty 100 Glim. Namur royal navy

R Oyal Ann £"«<? BriS„?
tv Britannia Ramillies I75 6.

Roval George Pnncefs Royal

Royal Sovereign Unlon

Royal William _ „Third Rates.
Second Rates. 600 Men, 80 Guns,

750 Men, 90 Guns. Barfieur

Blenheim Boyne
Duke Princefs Carolina

Cambridge
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i75 6 - Lynn

Mary Galley
Pearl

Penzance
Pool

Rainbow
Roebuck
Romney
Saphire

South Sea Caftle

Thetis

Torrington

"Woolwich

Sixth Rates.
130 Men, 2oand 24 Guns.

Amazon
Alderney
Aid borough
Arundel

Bellona

Biddiford

Bofton

Bridgewater

Blandford

Centaur

Deal Caftle

Durfley Galley

Dolphin
Experiment
Flamborough
Fowe
Fox
Gibraltar

Greyhound
Garland

Glafgow

Grand Turk
Hinde

4

HISTORY of

Invernefs

Kennington
Leoftoffe

Lively

Lys
Lyme
Margate
Mercury
Mermaid
Nightingale

Phcenix

Portmahon
Queenborough
Renown
Ranger
Rofe
Rye
Sea-Horfe

Shoreham
Squirrel

Seaford

Sheernefs

Syren

Sphinx
Surprize

Succefs

Scarborough

Solebay

Tartar

Trkon
Unicorn

Winchelfea

Wager
Royal Caroline

Bombs.
Firedrake

Furnace

Granado
Sloops.
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* *
*

Sloops.
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A. D* to confifcation, purfuant to the refpedtive treaties

between his Majefty and other Princes, States and

Potentates.

Encou- There was alio a proclamation hTued by his Ma-

forpriva* je^y f°r tne encouragement of privateers, and
teers. for regU ]ating prizes, &c. by which the fole in-

tereft in, and property of, every fhip and cargo,

was given to the flag-officers, commanders arfd

other officers, feamen, mariners and foldiers on

board his Majefty's fhips, from and after the 17th of

May 1756, during the continuance of the war with

France: and further allowing to them, and to priva-

teers, the fum of five pounds for every man alive at

the beginning of the engagement, on board of any

(hip taken, funk, burnt, or otherwife deftroyed.

ciaufe re- By the Britifh declaration of war it is manifefl

ncitfaf tnat our court was determined to feize and con-

fllI
i)S * demn, as good and lawful prize, any fhip or veflel,

of what nation foever, that fhould be found trans-

porting or carrying either foldiers, arms, ammu-

nition, or other contraband goods, to any of the

territories, lands, plantations or countries of the

French King : accordingly we find that his Ma-
jefty's fhips of war kept an immediate look out

for Dutch fhips, and brought a number of them

into the Downs, in the beginning of June, from

off the coafl and ports of France; and one into

Portfmouth ; fome of which were laden with mails

and yards, from Riga for Breft ; of which the

Dutch complained as a hardfhip : and the ma-

giftrates of Rotterdam proceeded fo far as to lay a

tax, equal to four guineas a week, upon every

Englidi
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Englifh (hip that mould take in lading at that A D. .

port; and even in a manner prohibited our mips
* 75

takino- aoods in there at all. But of this affair

more hereafter, when, in the courfe of this work,

we fhall have occafion to fnew the iniquitous prac-

tices of the Dutch carriers for the French, and to

confute their claim of right by treaties, to fuch a

tj^de and navigation, in a (late of ffcridl neutrality.

Thefe were meafures perfectly agreeable to the National

inclinations of the people ; yet England never
llcontent *

wore a more melancholy afpect. The lofs of Mi-

norca raifed a clamour not only againft Byng, but

againft: the miniftry, in every corner of the na-

tion ; fo much as to addrefs his Majefly, from

every quarter, in the ftrongeft terms, to remove

the minifters of ftate •, and to change thofe mea-

fures which had brought fuch a difgrace upon

Great Britain, and expofed us to derifion and

ruin.

The voice of the nation was collected, as it The voice

were, and handed up to the citizens of London ; °;l„

the

bv

na ~

amongft whom every art was tried, to difiuade wa >' ot Pe
-

them from that part, which they had always taken, city of

in any public calamity, or danger, to lay the na-
ondo11,

tional grievances before the throne, and to fue

for redrefs. " In the time of the mod alarming
" circumftances, the whole kingdom, faid the

" common voice of the people, flies to the an-

" cient and famous city of London for fafety :

" upon her it cafts her eyes for deliverance : to

" her it will impute its deftruction, if it fhould

" become (which heaven forbid !) a province to

" France.
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A. D. " France. The city of London is ftill able to
J 75 • « fave three kingdoms j to fave millions and mil-

44 lions from French tyranny and popifh fuperfti-

" tion. O let not the Syren luxury, let not a

" mean felfifh fpirit, the bane of every virtuous
* 6 action, lull you into indifference ! confider po-
6C

fterity, and hand down to them that freedom
cc and happinefs, which were delivered to you,

" for that pnrpofe, by your forefathers. Provi-

" dence often fends great evils upon nations to

" rouze them from a ftate of indifference and in-

" activity, and thereby to fave them from utter

" deftrudtion. If this has no effect, a total diffo-

" lution and ruin mud follow : this has always

" been the cafe under every government. Angels

" as well as men are witneffes, ye honourable ci-

st tizens, that ye are now publicly told this im-

" portant truth : angels and men will bear wit-

*' nefs againft you, if you do not regard it. Long
" has it porTeifed your minds, that England has

" an invincible fleet, that we are entirely fecure

" in thefe wooden walls •, but the experience of

" late affairs has fhewn, that without fome confi-

" derable amendments, you truft in that, which

" may fail you.

" Deceive not yourfelves by thinking (though

" he deferves your higheft refentment) that one
" man only is faulty j but, remember, and let it

" ftrike deep on your minds, that a whole council

" of war approved of your fleet's flying before the

" enemy, inferior in number and ftrenjajth;—Think
" not yourfelves fafe, becaufe you furpafs in num-
cc ber of (hips ; for if ycu are not equal in cou-

" rage,
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" rage, (kill, and conduct, you will foon become A. D.

" inferior in number, or your number will be of * 75 '

" no fervice. The divine Providence has, per-

" haps, permitted the fhameful difgrace, which has

" befallen us, to awaken you from a falfe fecurity.

" Hear, O citizens, the divine voice calling to

" you from your fleet fleeing before the enemy :

" a fight never beheld before ! awake, or you, .and

" we all, are undone.

" Our wars of late years having been chiefly

" on the continent, and our fleets almoft excluded

" from any fhare in them ; it has been a received

" opinion, that we were poflefled of an immen-
M furable fuperiority over our dangerous rival

" upon the fea, which nature has bellowed upon
" this ifland for our fecurity: a bulwark in which

" all our fafety confifls. But now the time is

" come, that our defpifed rival in this element,

" defies us upon it •, and drives, as much as we
" ourfelves have done, to confine the conteft for

"' dominion and trade to a fea-war. Which fide

" has fhewn fuperior conduct, fkill and courage,

" the annals of the times will tell. But this is

*' plainly evident, that unlefs fome confiderable re-

" formation ; unlefs fome new laws and regulations

" are made ; unlefs pofts of command are made

"the rewards of merit only, unlefs an higher

" fenfe of honour, love and glory be lighted up -

y

" unlefs an improvement in knowledge be made

" the ftudy of our navy, we fhall in a few years

" become the fcorn of our enemies, and mud live

<c
in perpetual dread of them."

Vol. I. Ee "It

9



4 i8 The GENERAL HISTORY of

A. D. " i t iSj then, your duty, O citizens ! as the me-
" tropolis of the kingdom, to have your eyes open

" to theie plain truths : to unite in one body (call-

<c ing on the other chief cities, &c. in the king-

" dom to do the fame) and addrefs our fovereign

" to inquire into the caufes of our mifcarriages

:

" to exert our naval and natural ftrength •, and to

" difplace and punifh bad minifters and officers/'

Addrefs to The city of London, accordingly, in common

bv the' cfty council affembled, prefented c
their humble ad-

of Londo11,
drefs to his Majefty, " humbly begging leave to

approach his facred perlbn, and with hearts full

of gratitude for his Majefty's paternal care of the

true intereft of his people, to exprefs their forrow

and apprehenfions, from the difquietudes, which

the late loffcs and difappointments muft have

created in his royal mind." Then they fignined

their fears, " That the lofs of the important for-

trefs of St. Philip, and ifland of Minorca, (pof-

feflions of the utmolt confequence to the com-

merce and naval ftrength of Great Britain) with-

out any attempt, by timely and effectual fuc-

cours, to prevent or defeat an attack, after fuch

early notice J of the enemy's intentions, and when

his Majefty's navy was fo evidently fuperior to

theirs, would be an indelible reproach on the ho-

nour of the Rritiih nation. They exprefied their

apprehenfions for the great danger his Majefty's

poffeftions in America were in, by the mismanage-

ment and delays, which had attended the defence

c On the 20th day.of Auguft. d See page 235.

Of
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bf thofe invaluable colonies, the object of the pre- A - ®.

lent war, and the principal fource of the wealth
75

and ftrength of thefe kingdoms. They begged

permiftion to lament the want of a constitutional

and well-regulated militia, which they accounted

to be the moll natural and certain defence, under

Providence, of his Majefty's facred perfon and

government, againft all invaders whatfoever ; be-

cauie thereby his fleets and armies might be more

fecurely employed abroad, to the annoyance of

the enemy •, alluring him, that they were ready

and willing, whenever called upon by his Majefty,

to fhed the laft drop of their blood in his fervice.

They flgnirled their hopes, that the authors of

the late lofles and disappointments would be en-

quired into and punifhed : that his Majefty's

known intentions of protecting and defending his

Subjects in their rights and poffeflions, might be

faithfully and vigoroufly carried into execution ;

and, that the large Supplies, fo neceflarily called

for, and fo chearfully granted, might be religi-

oufly applied to the defence of thefe kingdoms

and colonies ; and to their commerce ; and to the

diftrefTing of our inveterate and perfidious ene-

mies ; as the only Sure means of obtaining a lad-

ing and honourable peace : concluding with the

utmoft fmcerity of heart, to allure his Majefty,

that his loyal city of London would, at all times,

readily and chearfully contribute to whatever

might be neceiTary for the defence of his Majefty,

and his illuftrious family, and towards the attain-

ment of thefe great and defirable ends." To which

lis 2 his
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A. D. his Majefty anfwered, That his concern for the
175 ' lofs of Minorca was great and fincere : that he

would maintain the honour of the nation and the-

commerce of his fubjects with the utmofl care

and vigilance : That nothing fhould be wanting*

on his part, towards carrying on the war writh vi-

gour, in order to a fafe and honourable peace, and

for recovering and fecuring the poffeffions and

rights of his crown: and that he would not fail

to do juftice upon any perfons, who might have

been wanting in their duty to him and their coun-

try ; to enforce obedience and difcipline in his

fleets and armies, and to fupport the authority and

refpect due to his government.

i a „ The citizens did alio inftrucr, their reprefentatives
Inftruc- r
tionstothe m parliament, * calling upon them moft earneftlv
reprefenta- .

tivesof the to exert their utmoit ability towards procuring a

London &&& an^ impartial parliamentary enquiry into the

caufes of fo many late national calamities. An
almoft total neglect of our important fortrelTes in

the Mediterranean, of fuch ineftimable conie-

quence to the trade and power of thefe kingdoms

;

and the permitted abfence of their principal of-

ficers, many months after the commencement of

hoftilities ; the actual lofs of Minorca, and appa-

rent danger of Gibraltar, are circumitances that

filled them with amazement and concern. But

when they reflected on the great preparations for

an embarkation of troops and artillery, and die

equipment of a powerful Meet publickly known to

be carried on at Toulon, whofe neighbourhood to

Minorca was iufRciently alarming, they could not

impute
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impute thofe fatal events to neglect alone; and A. D.

therefore conjured them to enquire, why a re-
1 ''J

fpectable fleet was not immediately fent from

hence ? and why, at laft, fo lmall a fquadron was

ordered upon this important iervice, without any

frigate, ftre-fhip, hofpital-fhip, tranfport, or troops

beyond their ordinary compliment ? and this at a

time when the Britiih naval force was confeffedly

fuperior to the enemy's. As the cruelties fuffered

and lofles fuftained by their fellow-fubjects in

North America, had long called for redrefs ; whilfl

the mifmanagement in the attempts for their (im-

port, and the untimely and unequal fuccours fent

to their relief, have only ferved to render the Bri-

tifli name contemptible; they therefore required

them, to life their utmoft endeavours for detecting

all thofe, who by treachery or mifconduct, have con-

tributed to thofe great diftrefies. They added their

preffing requeft, that they would ufe their earlieft

endeavours to eftabhfh a well-regulated and con-

flitutional militia, as the molt honourable de-

fence of the crown, and the moft confident with

the rights of the people : And this, they faid,

they were more anxious to recommend to their

particular care and attention, as every apprehen-

fion of danger has furnifhed a reafon for increafing

the number of regular forces, and for the intro-

duction of foreign mercenaries ; the expence of

which is infupportable : trufting that they would

purfue this meafure before they mould confent to

the grant of fupplies ; experience having convinced

them, that their laudable endeavours afterwards

E -e 3 might
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might prove abortive. They hinted at fome viota r

tion of the bill of rights, by a fufpenfion or inter-

ruption of the ordinary form of juftice in favour of

the foreign troops, then in England ; and defi'red

that they would endeavour to bring to juftice the

advifers and inftruments of fuch an infult offered

to our laws. They intreated them, at all events,

to oppoie the continuance of any foreign troops

within the kingdom •, a circumftance, which would

ever be confidered as a reproach to the loyalty,

courage and ability of this nation. They exprefTed

their hopes, that they would endeavour to limit

the number of placemen and penfioners, that had

of late fo remarkably increafed ; and at a proper

feafon to reftore triennial parliaments ; as they

conceived it to be the only means to obtain a free

reprefentative of the people. The immenfe fums

fo chearfully paid, when almoft every meafure re-

flects national difgrace, they faid, called upon them

fhictly to enquire into their application ; and they

exprefTed their dependance upon their wifdom and

integrity to prevent all unnatural connections on.

{he continent, in order to preferve the indepen-

dency of thefe kingdoms."

Followed This example was fpeedily and ftrongly copied

vi thena- by the mod refpectable parts of the nation ; all of
tion '

them breathing a true patriotic and loyal fpirit, and

fome of them To truly Britilh, that it would be do-

ing injuftice both to thofe patriots and to pofterity,

mould we pals them over in filence.

The borough of Southward, after afTurances of

loyalty and readinefs to Tupport his Majefty, &c.

4 begged



the LATE WAR. 4*3

begged permiflion " to exprefs their deep forrow A. D.

" and amazement at the lofs of Minorca, at a time s '

" when our naval power fo eminently exceeded

" that of our enemies, and the deftination of theirs

" had been fo long apparent. But, they added,

" fledfait in our allegiance, unalterable in our loy-
<c

alty, unanimous in the defence of your Majefty's

" facred perfon and government, and animated with

" a jufl fenfe of your Majefty's martial virtues, if

" fupported by a well-regulated militia, we fear not

" the vain threats of foreign invaders, and mod
*' moll humbly beg leave to affure your Majefty,

" with the greateft fincerity, that we will chear-

" fully devote the utmoft exertion of our abilities

" to crufti all impious attempts, either foreign or

" domeftic, to fubvert our prefent happy conftitu-

" tion ; and alfo to fupport and invigorate thole

* c meafures, which your Majefty's great wifdom
" fhall dictate, in conducting the fcenes of this

" mod necefTary and important war, and for bring-

" ing to juftice thofe, however dignified and ex-

" alted, who by their bad counfel, or mifconducl,

" have occafioned this our prefent and ignoble

" diftrefsful fituation.
1 '

The county-palatine of Cheiter addreiTed his

Majefty in thefe terms.

"We your Majefty's moll dutiful and loyal Aid, efs of

fubjedts, the High-Sheriff, Grand Jury, Gentle- SVhdS
men and Freeholders of the county-palatine of

Chefter, moft humbly beg leave, at this very ex-

traordinary juncture, to addrefs your facred perfon

E e 4 with
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with hearts firmly attached to the prefervation of

your Majefty's government, and the liberties of

our country : which we apprehend to be lb clofely

connected, that they muft mutually depend on

the exiftence of each other.

Confcious, therefore, of your Majefty's wonted

juftice and paternal affection for your people, we

dutifully hope, that your Majefly will kindly and

duly confider the prefent unhappy fituation of

thefe once flourifhing kingdoms.

We are too apprehenfive, from many alarming

circumftances, that the fupplies, fo chearfully and

liberally given, for the fupport of your Majefty's

Britifh dominions, have been fatally mifapplied.

We reflect, with the utmoft concern and ab-

horrence, that our fleets and armies have been

rendered ineffectual by ignorance, cowardice, or

treachery : That our American plantations, by

which our trade principally flourifhes, are fhame-

fully torn from us, notwithftanding the large fums

allowed for their defence : And that Minorca,

once glorioufly acquired, and fince, no lefs va-

liantly defended ; an ifland lb eiTential to our com-

merce, and a jewel, fo confpicuous in your Ma-

jefty's crown, has been unaccountably abandoned,

to the perpetual difgrace of this nation and your

Majefty's glory, to our perfidious enemy; an ene-

my we have hitherto never feared, but have often

humbled.

Our concern naturally increafes, when we reflect:

farther, that the taxes are grievous, the national

debt immenfe ; that our trade daily leiTens, though

they



the LATE W A R. 425

they multiply •, by which, we fear, we may be too A. D.

foon difabled from raifing the neceflary fupplies *
75 *

for the fupport of your Majefty's and our country's

rights.

We behold alfo, with the deepeft forrow, foreign

troops unavailingly imported, and expenfively

maintained within this kingdom, while your Ma-

jefty's faithful Subjects are unarmed and rejected

;

who, innately brave, and cordially interefted, would

flrenuoufly defend your facred Majefty, and their

now endangered country.

Thefe melancholy reflections fill us with fear

and amazement •, and our allegiance to your Ma-

jefty, and love of our native country, once the

arbitrefs of Europe, induce us to unbofom our

thoughts to your royal confideration •, not doubting

redreis of our grievances from a King, who loves

to be efteemed the father of his people.

Permit us, therefore, moft humbly to reprefent

to your Majefty the abfolute neceffity of having

our natural guards, a well-regulated militia, upon

the footing of the Englifh conftitution : and we
Hkewife moft humbly hope, from your Majefty's

known juftice and goodnefs, that you will be

pleafed to direct fuch a fpeedy and ftrict enquiry

into the conduct of all thofe, who, when it was in

their power, did not prevent our lofles ; but have

conduced, or confpired, to overwhelm this nation,

and your Majefty's crown, with reproach and dis-

honour •, that they may receive their due punifh-

ment, which they fo juftly deferve'."

In
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A. D. In the instructions from the gentry, clergy and
175 ' freeholders of the county of York, are the follow-

in"; remarkable pafiages. " We mod earneftly
Inftruc- P

j-i-
tionsofthe" recommend to you a diligent attendance on

Yorkf
° " parliament, and an active fcrutiny into all thofe

" dire and fatal fprings of our military difafters

" and perplexed negotiations, which have brought

" fuch indignity and burden upon thefe abufed

" realms.

" The extremity long predicted feems now to

<e advance with mod hafty ftrides. It is, alas I

" a truth, which every voice authenticates ; and,

* c therefore, your conftituents conjure that you
" will be the faithful and honeft counfellors of

* c royalty, and be no longer amufed with the

" futile projects and venal fpeeches of felf defign-

" ing men, who, in proportion as they promife
ci and difpenfe, only attempt to enflave, and be-

" come the prodigal fpendthrifts of our patrimo-

" nies and acquirements.

<c That the welfare of this country may not be
(t totally unhinged, either through our crimes, or

*' the abuie of fecondary means, we hope, that

" you will not only endeavour to introduce a

" change of men, but of morals and meafures •,

c: that the rank enormities, which deluge this land,

" may not be laid to the charge and example of

" its magistrates and fenators : That venality and

" gaming, the bane of bufinefs and the ruin of
16 integrity, may, in particular, no longer make
" their profelytes to for vile dependence, or prefs

** into
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into their fervice advocates for foreign and per-. A. D.

nicious fyftems. ,7S^

" We farther lament, for the fake of ourfelves,

and the illuftrious family on the throne, that

when, through the fate of human nature, his

molt gracious Majefty mail be demanded to

other glory, that the heir apparent muft fucceed

to fo difadvantageous a profpect : We mean, to

fo immenfe a debt, as makes each proprietor

tremble and each neuter fad.

* c Let it then be your conftant endeavours, by

all equitable means, to make this burden light,

and the yoke eafy : And, if a continent muft be

fupplied, if our fpoils muft be fhared, let Ame-
rica partake, rather than ungrateful Germany,

the fepulchrc of Britifh intereft.

" It is with no little concern we ftnd thofe to

be the open tenets now, which formerly were,

with fome modefty and addrefs, concealed. But

we apprehend, and it is hoped you will alfo

conceive it, that where the intereft of two

eftates, centering in the fame perfon, inter-

fere, that the lefler fhould give way, and be

fubfervient to the greater. This is the manifeft

rule of right, the mod uiual and natural ex-

pectation.

" This loyal and martial country, the leader in

a late feafon of danger, the firft in rank for

opulence, extent, and natural advantages, pre-

fumes farther to advife, that you will oppofe

(unlefs exigencies change,) all future fchemes

of receiving foreign mercenaries into this land

;

" and
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A. D. «' and that a conftitutional militia, with our own
1/5 "troops, may fupply the occafions,'* for which

*' aliens were imported j and that we may have

" no further caufe to fear and fay, with Matta-

*' thias, God forbid that we Jhould forfake the law

& and the ordinances"

Of Somer- The constituents of the knights of the fhire of

fetfhirc. tne county of Somerfet applied to their reprefenta-

tives with the like zeal, and amongft other parti-

culars, referred them to the perfidy of France, and

the mifconduct of the Britifh miniftry, ever fince

the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle : "How unhappy,

" fay they, muft it make every honeft and generous

" Briton, to find, that notwithstanding the treaty

" of Aix-la-Chapelle, our trade, rights, and our

" mod invaluable privileges are not effectually fe-

tf. cured to us ? for no fooner were we pleafing our-

" felves with the thoughts of peace and tranquil-

" lity, but we were alarmed with the augmenta-

" tion of the naval force of our enemies, and our

" colonies in America were claimed, encroached

" upon, and hoftilely invaded ; and all this per-

" mitted without the leafl inquiry made, or re-

" fentment fhewn, by thofe who had the conduct

" of our public affairs.

—

Afupinenefs unaccountable

" and unparalleled i"

of the city Jn tne inftrucftions from Briftol, the gentle-

oi Bnftol. men, clergy, merchants, and other principal inha-

bitants obferve, that " there is nothing lb reafon-

" able, or fo juft, as the defire, univerfally expreffed

" by the nation, that a clear and full account

" may be obtained, of the immenfe fupplies

" oiven
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" given by their reprefentatives in, and raifed A. D.

" upon the people, fince the laft fefiions of par-
175& *

" liament. The motives on which, and the ends

" for which, thofe vaft fums, in our prefent cir-

f cumftances efpecially, were fo readily voted, and
«' fo chearfully paid, were fufficiently divulged,

" and therefore the manner in which they have

" been applied, ought to be no fecret. The Ar-

" cana Imperil are well fuited to defpotic govern-
ct ments, but are inconfiftent with, and dangerous

" to, the liberties of a free people. Befides, it is

" no way reconcileable to the nature of our con-

" ftitution, which is founded on reafon and equity,

" the liberty of the fubje&s perfons, and the ie-

" curity of their properties.

*? We find fome additional reafons to ftrengthen

M the people's claim, which we could wifh, though
41 warm friends to it, that they had rather wanted.

" Thefe additional reafons confift in difappoint-

" ments and lofles. In reference to the former,

" we had felt fomething of them before, and expe*

" rienced them abundantly in the laft war •, witnefs

" our attack on Carthagena, our invafion of Cuba',

" our defcent upon Bretagne, and many others".

" However, we mud allow our prefent difappoint-

" ment to be of quite a new fpecies, and yet much
" more galling and provoking than all the reft put

" together.—For, notwithftanding all our liberal

" grants, and the fanguine known expectations of
ct thofe who gave, at leaft of thofe who paid them,—
*' we have attempted nothing.

*' Our Jofles are to the full as wonderful, and

" rather
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A. D. " rather more affecting. In the Weft Indies ou*
175 • " enemy has a confefTed fuperiority, which ha&

" been augmented by the capture of almoft the

" fingle fhip of force we had then cruizing iri

" thofe feas. In North America our colonies

" have been ranfacked for many months, by the

" mod barbarous nations, almoft without defence*

" We have been deprived of Minorca in a manner,

" which does as little honour to the French as to

" us. Our navy has been difgraced in the Medi-
u terranean. If this, inftead of a public, were £

" private cafe, on fuch fuggeftions as thefe, a

" court of equity would, beyond a queftion, de-

" cree an account."

of the The county of EiTex, in their reprefenta-

Effex?
° tl0n °f tne grievances on this occafion, obferve.,

That " (landing armies and foreign troops have
<c not heretofore been thought the proper mean*

" to repel an invafion : They are grievoufly bur-

" denfome to the fubjecT:, always dangerous to the

" conftitution, and in every refpect difagreeable to

" the nation, as well as every way inadequate to

" the real fervice againft our enemies, without the

•c afliftance of a greater part of our fleet, thaii

" ought to be confined for that purpofe. There -

" fore, when a truly loyal, brave, and generous

*' people, from every quarter, ardently deilre that

*' arms may be put into their hands for the dc-

" fence of themlelves, their families, their King
" and their country, againft the encroachments

" and attacks of a perfidious and dangerous ene-

** my, it was hoped* that they would do all in

" their
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ct their power to prevent the denial of (o natural A. D.

" a right to a free people.
I?

i
6 *

" They the more earneftly requefted their af*

u fiduity in promoting a conflitutional militia for

" thefe good pnrpofes, from a thorough conviction

" that it would have as certain a tendency towards

" the fecuring the crown to his Majefiy and his

" heirs, as the preferving the liberties and proper-

" ties of the fubjects."

In thefe acts of the people, it is clear that they Rcmarj;.g

were ready to fupport his Majefiy in the juft and on the
.

fe

neceflary war he had been forced into by the ob- &c.

ftinacy, perfidy and hoftilities of France, after

very long and fruitlefs negotiations and forbear-

ance : even almoft to the irreparable injury of our

national intereft : But that they were difcontented

with, and diffident of the miniftry, and unwilling

to truft the national money, or that the conduct of

the war fhould be committed to them, who had

given fuch umbrage for fufpicion of their abilities

and neglect in the fervice of their country : who,

they prayed, might be removed out of the adm'i-

niftration : whofe meafures they requeued might

be fcrutinized : and that the foreign forces fhould

be fent home; a national militia eitablifhed, and

the authors of our late mifcarriages might be

brought to condign punifhment.

His Majefiy, ever attentive to his faithful fub-

jects, had already pledged his royal word (or a

ftrict application of the fupplies, granted in the

lafr. feffion of parliament ; and now, he not only

promifed to redrefs their grievance? and com-

plaints,
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A. D. plaints, but commanded an immediate examina-
175

' tion into the caufes of the lofs of Minorca: and,

as we fhall find, proceeded to fatisfy them in

every other part of their petitions.

Admiral Admiral Byng and the other ftate prifoners ar-

Si"d.
ar

" "ved on tne tmrc* of July, at Portfmonth. Where

the faid admiral was immediately put under arrefl,

and efcorted fome time after from thence to an

appartment in Greenwich-Hofpital ; there to be

kept clofe prifoner to prepare for his trial : which

was delayed by the abience of many evidences, in

the Mediterranean, required both in his favour -

*

and againft him.

Admiral Admiral Wefi and Lieutenant- General Fowke
Weft, &c. were orcjereci Up t0 London. Where the admiral
go to Lon- r

don. was gracioufly received by his Majefty ; but Lieu-

Lieut.Gen. tenant-General Fowke was ordered to take his

bettkd*
trial > for difobeying his Majefty's orders tranf-

mitted to him from the fecretary of war, relating

to the embarkation of a battalion of troops to be

lent by Mr. Byng to reinforce Fort St. Philip.

The court-martial commiffioned to try Lieute-

His court- nant-General Fowke, confided e of two Generals,
martial.

e]even Lieutenant- Generals, and three Major-Ge-

nerals. The Judge-Advocate read the letters,

c Gen. Sir Robert Rich, prefident—Gen. Sir J. Ligonier

—

Lieut. Gen. Hawley—Lieut. Gen. Lord Cadogan—Lieut.

Gen. Guife—Lieut. Gen. Onflow— Lieut. Gen. Pulteney

—

Lieut. Gen. Hulke— Lieut. Gen. Campbell— Lieuc. Gen. Lord

de la War—Lieut. Gen. Charles Duke of Marlborough

—

Lieut. Gen. Wolfe—Lieut. Gen. Cholmondeley—Major Gen.

Lafcelles—Major Gen. Dockland—Major Gen. Lord George

Beauclerk.

o
v which
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which you have at the bottom of the page f
, and A. D.

were faid to contain the inftructions broken, or ' 7S

f To Lieutenant General Foivke, or> in his abftnce, to the Com-

mander in Chief of his Majefy's garrifon of Gibraltar.

SIR, War-Office, March 21, 1756.

I am commanded to acquaint you that it is his Majefty's

pleafure, that you receive into your garrifon Lord Robert

Bertie's regiment, to do duty there; and in cafe you (hall ap-

prehend, that the French threaten to make any attempt upon

his Majefty's ifland of Minorca, it is his Majefty's pleafure,

that you make a detachment out of the troops in your garrifon,

equal to a battalion, to be commanded by a lieutenant and

major, fuch lieutenant and major to be the eldeft in your gar-

rifon, to be put on board the fleet for the relief of Minorca,

at the difpofnion of the admiral.

I am, Sir, your humble Servant,

Barrincton.

To Lieutenant General Fou-ke, or, in his abfence, to the Com*

tnander in Chief at Gibraltar.

SIR, War- Office, March 28, 1756.

I am commanded to acquaint you, that it is his Majelty's

pleafure, in cafe you fhall apprehend, that the French threaten

an attempt upon Minorca, that you make a detachment from

the troops in your garrifon, equal to a battalion, commanded

by a lieutenant-colonel and major, for the relief of that plac<

»

to be put on board the fleet at the difpofition of the admiral j

fuch lieutenant-colonel and major to be the eldeft in your

garrifon. Barrincton.

To Lieutenant General Feivke, or, in his abfence, to the Com-
mander in Chief in his Majffys garrifon in Gibraltar.

S I R, War-Office, April 1, 1756.

It is his Majefty's pleafure, that you receive into your gar-

rifon the women and children belonging to Lord Robert Ber-

tie's regiment. Barrincton.

Vol. I. F f not

10
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A. D. not fulfilled by Lieutenant-General Fowke, as go-

175 vernor of Gibraltar. To this accufation the pri-

foner delivered a written anfwer by way of defence 5

and he defired that the Judge-Advocate might

read it, and that he might be allowed to afk fuch

queftions, as mould neceflarily arife from the na-

ture of the cafe.

The defence fet forth, " that he had received

thofe three letters together, by the fame hand;

and rnu ft therefore take them together :" that his

orders were confufed at leaft, if not contradictory

:

" that if they were confufed, then he could not

tl know when he had executed them ; and if they

" were contradictory, they could not be executed

at all."

Here the Secretary of War being afked feveral

queftions by the prifoner, he candidly acknow-

ledged, that he apprehended the fecond letter fu-

perfeded the firft •, that he ought to have faid in his

fecond letter, notwitbftandivg my former orders ; and

that the reafon for his incorrectnefs was his little

experience, having been only about four months

in that office.

Then the judge proceeded with the written de-

fence, in which the defendant faid, " My orders

being confufed and con trad ictory, I called a coun-

cil of war, not to deliberate whether I mould obey

my orders, or not, but only to take their fenfe,

what was the meaning of them."

Mr. Fowke here, and frequently, urged, that

his orders were not abfolute, but difcretionary -

t

and that the execution of them was left to his

and
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and Mr. By rig's difcretion and judgment ; for A. D.

which he particularly referred to a letter from the

Secretary at War to the Commander in Chief at

Gibraltar, which throughout fuppofes a difcre-

tionary power in the execution of the former

orders g
.

He proceeded to defend the meafure itfelf, even

if the orders had not been inconfiftent and con-

tradictory. " The whole number, faid he, which

I had then in garrifon was but 2,700 men. I had

fpared to Mr. Edgcumbe's fhips 230, which

with 40 of my men, left by him in St. Philip's,

made 270: the ordinary duty of the garrifon re-

quired, in workmen and guards, eight hundred

men, fo that I had then only 130 men more than

three reliefs. If I had made the detachment of a

battalion, and put it on board the fleet, I mould

not then have had much more than two reliefs,

and this at a time, when I believed the place was

in danger of being attacked, for good reafons,

which I don't think myfelf at liberty to men-

tion."

The lieutenant-general having explained him-

felf in this particular, returned to exculpate him-

s For in the fecretary's letter it was faid, " if that order

has not been complied with, then you are now to make a de-

tachment of 700 men out of your own regiment and Guife's,

and alfo another detachment out of Poultney's and Panmure's

regiments, and fend them on board the fleet for the relief of

Mahon. But if that order has been complied with, then you

are to make only one more detachment of 700 men, to be

commanded by another lieutenant-colonel and major, and to

fend it to Mahon."
" F f 2 fclf
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A. D. felf upon the doubtfulnefs of his orders : and add-

17561
irsg, that he knew very well that his duty did not

allow him to hold a council of war, to deliberate

upon the obeying of the orders; and that he had

fummoned that council only to affift him in the

underftanding of them, the Judge-Advocate refted

the whole proof upon this conceffion, and obferving

that his own letter, and the minutes of the laid

council plainly implied, that they had no doubt

at all about their meaning, the court found him

guilty of the charge, and adjudged that he mould

be fufpended for the fpace of one year h
. His Ma-

jefty did not only confirm this fentence, but dh-

mined him from his fervice. To which he was

never reftored •> but was, not long after, favoured,

as we are informed, with a handfome penfion.

Arts made In the mean time every thing feemed to inflame

ufe of to
t|ie public againd Mr. Byng. His character was

injure Ad- r o j o
mhai artfully delivered over to the populace, to gratify

y"s * upon it the word pa ons, that the worn: artifices

and inftruments could raife. There was not a

fpecies of libelling in print, in verfe, or in profe,

that was not exhaufted to render him odious : the

very ghoft of his honourable father was raifed,

advifing him to lay violent hands on himfelf—

•

Laft-dying fpeeches and confefiions were prepared

in his name—Mock-executions were fpirited up,

h When the queftion was put, to quit or fufpend for a

year, the voices were equal : but the prefident being, in fuch

cafes, vefted with the cafiing vote, he gave it againft the

prifoner.

to
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to make the way eafy for a real one—Thefe fan- A. D.

guinary difcouries and practices pointed out the
J

prifoner to be the ftricken-deer, which all the de-

pendants and followers of his profecutors were to

unite in goring out of the herd, and to reprefent

him to be the file caufe of the difgrace and lofs

fuftained by this nation in the Mediterranean.

A letter was publifhed, and laid to be dated at Letters to

Gibraltar 24th of June, in which it was affirmed,
JjjJ^

qu "

Mr. Byng might have leveral times fent letters, and

whatever he pleafed into Minorca, but that he had

never attempted it : that private fignals had been

appointed, by which the fleet and garrifon might

have underftood each other; but that the admiral,

when in fight, did not return one fignal. That

he fhewsd no inclination, in any one inftance, of

coming near the object he had to relieve : that

every thing fhewed, the enemy knew their man ;

and the plan of his operations ; that he had formed

his own divifion with the ftrongeft fhips in the fleet,

but would not fuffer one of them to aflift the wing

that was engaged : that he fired fix barrels of

powder, but a great deal of it was in fignals to

hinder others from doing their duty : and he kept

at fo great diftance from the enemy, that the balls

directed againft the French fell mort of their fhips

500 yards at leaft.

Another was dated from the fame port on the

4th of July, under the defcription of a failor, who

delivered bimfelf thus : " on the 20th of May,

<
c

it was in our power to finifh the war, and make
" ourfejves gentlemen : but the Lord knows if

F f 3
" wc
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' we ever {hall have the chance again. We en-

' gaged and difabled the French admiral, a brave

' 80 gun fhip; which fell to our lot in the line;

' and we mould certainly have made her our

' prize, if we had been permitted fo to do. We
6 broke our line to run through the French and
6 pick her up, but were immediately ordered to

1 keep our ftation. We fet her on fire twice on

' the quarter ; likewife drove two ports abaft into

'one; befides carrying away her maintop- fail

' yard, and her top-fail meets fore and aft, and

6 her fails alfo ; fo that me could not efcape at

1 any rate, if we only had the liberty to have

' gone after her. And if fhe had {truck, being

4 the chief, no doubt but the reft would have fol-

' lowed her example-, for if kven fail beat off

' twelve, what muft our thirteen have done, if

8 they had all played their part."

Han^d There was fcarce a village in the nation, but
and burnt dreffed up a man of ftraw, and committed him

to the gallows and to the flames, under the exe-

crated name of one, that had betrayed his coun-

try. London and its environs exhibited many of

thefe fcenes. The populace at Greenwich were

permitted to infuk the prifoner in the moft out-

rageous manner, by executing him in effigy even

before the windows of the quarter, in which he

was confined. And, what is moft unaccountable,

a Byng, as the children were taught to call it,

with indignation, was, at an extraordinary ex-

pence, brought by day-light upon Tower-hill^

drefli'd in the regimentals of an admiral efcorted

by

in effi?v
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by a file of mercenary wretches hired for that pur- A - D -

pofe, with mufkets on their moulders ; and, after
75 '

parading feveral times round that area, with drums

beating, under the walls of the Tower of London,

he was hanged upon a gallows, there erected,

twenty feet high ; cut down and burnt in the fight

of 10,000 people, with ftrong imprecations, to

the prejudice of his future defence.

It is not collected only from the principal To whH
_ . . , _ . . ...

r to be ai-

aCtOrS at the popular bonfires and incendiary exe- cribed.

cutions, how to form an idea of the fecret fprings

of fuch actions, promoted and conducted chiefly

by the underftrappers of great men, and inferior

officers under the crown : but from the corre-

fpondence between Admiral Byng and the Admi-

ralty, in which, during his confinement, he could His com-

not forbear complaining of being put under an

arreft, after an unprecedented manner, without

any reafon affigned, which every criminal has a

right to be acquainted with ! : of being treated

with greater feverity and ftricter confinement,

than other officers ; who, when their conduct was

doubted of, were ordered to prepare for their

trials, and were indulged with leave to regulate

their affairs on fhore, at large k
: that his conduct

had been placed in England, before his arrival, in

an odious light by the induftry of fome, as yet

invifible peribns, who were indefatigable in pro-

' See Eyng's letter, dated Antelope, Spithead, July 27,

i; 5
6.

*• See ditto, 30th cf July 1756.

F f 4 pagating
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A. D. pagating falfhoods to his difhonour !
. Being told

175 of the tendernefs and indulgence fhewn to him by

the Lords of the Admiralty, this unhappy pri*

foner could not contain himfelf. " What, fays

" he with aftonilhment, can being kept moving

« c backward and forward, from one place of con-

" finement to another, for near three weeks after

" my arrival in England, fo as to make it im-

•* poflible for me to prepare any thing relating to

" my defence, be called by either of thefe names ?

<c or, can my clofe confinement at Greenwich,

" without fuffering even my menial fervants to

*' remain in the houfe after dark, be called fo ?

*' And I think I have a right to complain of that

" cruel countenance and belief, which feems to

<l be given to a groundlefs report m of my having

" attempted to make my efcape, and the rigid

J See Byng's letter to the Secretary of the Admiralty, dated

Greenwich, September 6, 1756.

" This was the fhamelefs forgery of his attempting to make

his efcape in his filler's cloaths, an invention calculated by

fomebody to countenance more appearance of guilt, and au-

thenticated to the public by an order for additional bolts and

bars, additional guards of foldiers ; and, as if all were not

Efficient, a boatfwain and twelve men of the hofpitai, by way

of fupplement, were appointed to watch in the court below.

Then an alarm was given, that four men were feen at his

window, in the upper ltory, and in the middle of the night

;

but they could not be found, though ftricTt fearch was made by

the officer on duty ; nor could they find any trace of fuch an

attempt, yet this fittion was propagated for an infallible truth,

py an addition of a number of fmiths and bricklayers to wall

up the doors (except one) to bar up all the windows, and the

Vfry chjmnies.

orders
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" orders given in confequence of it, as if intended A. D.

" to confirm it •, a report fo injurious to me, and *' 5 "

" fo abfolutely without foundation.—And I can-

" not here avoid obferving, that all charge of

" keeping me in cuftody feems to be taken from

" the marihal, and committed to the governor of

" the hofpital, who feems diligent in diftinguim-

*' ing himfelf in the fervice of his country, by

" impofing upon me all the indignities and incon-

" veniences, that power can enable him to do

;

" being- reftrained and diftrefTed by all the

" methods power can impofe, and perfonally di-

" fturbed day and night, with unparallelled treat-

** ment and unprecedented hardfhips and incon-

" veniences
n ." And being denied the right of

fending for an additional number of witneffes, he

writes % " My cafe is very fufficiently hard, if in-

M dulged with every legal advantage : for I have

" too much reafon to believe, that my profecution

M is carried on by perfons too powerful for me to

" contend againft, whofe influence muft add great

** weight to their accufations againft me."

After the whole art of political necromancy had

been exhaufted, in conjuring up alarming fpeclres

a See Byng's letter to the fecretary of the admiralty, dated

September the 14th, 1756.

D°. O&ober the 17th, 1756. .V. B. When he was brought

to Greenwich hofpital ; though he was an admiral, the fon

of a peer, and a member of parliament, he was hoiiled up to

the top of the hofpital, into an apartment, where people were

in bed, after midnight, and was obliged to lay himfelf down

on the floor, with his portmanteau for a pillow, for refrefh-

ment, the remainder of the night.

of
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A. D. of cowardice, treachery and treafon, and the wit-
175

' neiTes were arrived from the Streights, the admiral

for Sal. wa s ordered to prepare for his trial ; in which his

fate feems at laft, to be determined upon a difpu-

table point of difcipline only, or by a law quibble,

upon the words of the 12th article of the ftatute

22 Geo. II. But this will belt appear from the

proceedings of the court martial.

Whereand The place appointed for this trial was on board
by whom.

his Ma
j
efty

'

s fhip the St. George, in Portfmouth

harbour, and the court was compofed of four

admirals and nine captains p
. They fat one-and-

thirty days, Sundays excepted % examining wit-

neffes, and hearing the prifoner's defence ; which

he made in the following words, or to that effect.:

Admiral

Gentlemen,
cc *'- % j^j £ articles of the charge exhibited againft.

Byng's de- " "i me, are of fuch a nature, that every thing

" which can be fuppofed interefting to a man, is

" concerned in the event of this caufe. My cha-

" rafter, my property, and even my life are at

" flake i and I Ihould indeed have great reafon

p Thomas Smith, Efq; vice admiral of the red, prefident

— Francis Holbume, Efq; rear admiral of the red—Harry

Norris, Efq; rear admiral of the white—Thomas Brodrick,

Efq; rear admiral of the blue— Captain Charles Holmes—
Captain William Boys— Captain John Simcoe—Captain John

Bcntley—Captain Feter Dennis—Captain Francis Geary

—

Captain John Moore—Captain James Douglafs—The Ho-

nourable Captain Auguflus Keppel.

9 From the 28th of December 1756, to the z-th of January

»7S7-

" to
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*' to be alarmed, were not I confcious of my in- A. £>.

" nocence, and fully perfuaded of the juitice and *
75 *

«' equity of the court.

" It is no new thing, gentlemen, to be ac-

tc cufed : court martials have of late, been very

" frequent. I have been a long time under the

" difagreeable fituation of a confined prilbner, of

" a man accufed, and confequently condemned
*' by many. No means

y
no artifice has been omitted

" by my enemies^ to injure my reputation, Howeverj

" I will not take up your time with a detail of

" thefe matters, but beg leave to obferve, that

" the nature of a lea fervice is complicated, de-

" pending on fo many circumftances, and fubject

" to fuch variety of accidents, that for a com-
" mander even of the greateft capacity, to pro-

" vide againft all contingencies, is impoffible.

tc But to fet upon a foft chair and cenfure, and,

" after the event of an action, to point out how,

" and by what means it might have fucceeded bet-

" ter, is extremely eafy. This fort of fcience re-

" quires no other abilities, than a great deal of

" ill-nature and little wit. Even thofe actions,

t: which have been attended with the greateft fuc-

" cefs, and reflected the greateft glory on this na-
u tion, have not efcaped the venom of thefe ma-
" licious critics ; and, perhaps, there never was

" an action fo complete, but it might have been

" better conducted, were it pofllble to have fore-

" feen all circumvU'^es attending it. But I con-

" fide in the candour and the equity of this court,

^
c that my enemies will be difappointed.

4 " As

j
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A. D. " As to the article exhibited againft me, relat-

es • a ingtomy making any unnecefiary delay in fail-

" ing of the fleet from St. Helens to Gibraltar,

" and from thence to Mahon, the teftimonies of

" the evidence have, doubtlefs, fufficiently proved

" the contrary ; I fliall therefore trouble the court

" with nothing further on that head.

" As to the other articles exhibited againft me,
** I hope to make my innocence appear, by a con-

" cife relation of the whole of my conduct."

Which he began with the account, as related

above, on page 276 to 283, and then added

:

" This behaviour will, I hope, appear to the

" court to be fuggefted by prudence, all that

" could have been attempted in the fpace of an

" hour, and the moll advantageous ftep, which

" could have been taken on that occafion. It

" proves that I did not depend on the hear-fay

'• evidence which I had received even from the
4t beft authorities at Gibraltar, nor on the united

" opinion of every officer at that place •, but that

" I was determined to be certified of the true

" ftate of the harbour and citadel from General

" Blakeney himfelf, as I expected that Captain

*' Scroop, who, together with all the foldiers and

" marines of Mr. Edgecumbe's fhips, and 100

" feamen, had been left to reinforce the garrifon,

" would come off in his barge, and bring me a juft

" relation of every circumftance neceffary to be

" known; and though I mentioned in my letter

" of the 25th of May, ' That it was the opinion

" of all the fea and land officers, that they could

2 " render
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" render no fervice to the garrifon, as no place was A. D.

" covered for the landing of any men, could they
* 75 *

" have [pared any \ in this I only gave my opinion

" agreeable to that of all the other officers. Their

" opinion had no influence on my conduct, and
*' was only meant to fignify what might have
<c been the event fuppofing the French fleet had
<c not appeared at that time.

" So far then I hope it will appear to the court,

<c that neither knowledge in my profefllon, pru-

•* dence in conducting the expedition, or duty to

" my King and country, appear to be deficient

" in me.

" My letter to General Blakeney, fent by Mr.
" Harvey, though never delivered, for reafons

" immediately to follow, will, I think, evince

" this truth.

" My firft care, after coming in fight of the
<{ port, was to know the true ftate of the harbour

" and garrifon, to encourage the General and fol-

" diers, by acquainting him that I was arrived to

" his fuccour, and defiring to know how it might

" moft effectually be put in execution.

" Thus then I hope all things will appear to

" the court, to be well conducted to the time of

" the French fleet's appearing in view j when, oa
" feeing the enemy, confiderations of another na*

*' ture took place, and it became necelTary to defer

•' the execution of all refolutions, which I had

" taken fince I faw Mahon, and to recall the men
" of war which I had difpatched to reconnoitre

" the harbour, and procure intelligence from
" General
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A. D. " General Blakeney. It was now to no purpofe
175

' " to know the ftate of the citadel and harbour.)

" before 1 had engaged the French fleet ; I had

" no foldiers to land, but what made part of the

tc complement of my fhips, and ferved as marines j

" and if I had been provided with them, it would

" have been abfolutely imprudent to have landed

" them before the engagement with the enemy,

" and thereby render that force lefs, which was
" already too little, for the intent it ought to

" have been fent upon. Landing the troops would

" have rendered the fleet unfit for action, andob-
" liged it to flee before the enemy. Had I be-

" haved in that manner, fuch a prepofterous act

tc could not have failed rendering mejuftly delin-

* c quent, and unequal to the command I prefided

" in.

* e
I was very fenfible that if fuccefs was the con-

" fequenceof engaging the French, that I fhould

M have it more in my power to relieve the citadel^

" as far as landing the troops, which ferved as

" marines, could effect it. But I fufpected alfo,

" and with reaibn, that I might probably be ren-

" dered unable to keep the leas, though I obtain-

" ed the victory, and therefore prevented from

" effectually fuccouring the citadel.

" So far all, I hope, will appear to the court

" to have been conducted with knowledge and

" prudence.

" Am I defervingof blame for not feekingthe

" enemy in the difabled condition I was in after

" the engagement ?

(( To
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tc To what purpofe would this fecond engage- A - D -

<c menthave been attempted with a fleet originally

¥. fo greatly inferior to the French, and now ren-

" dered much more fo by the damages received in

c

the late battle ? A total defeat, in all probabi-

lity, is the anfwer of reafon ; and if Monf. la

Galiffionere had fought it, which providentially

he did not, it is a reafonable prefumption that

cc the whole Englifh fquadron would have perifh-

cc ed, or fallen a prey to the French, fince there

" was no port to flicker them. Whereas, had I

" been in the Mediterranean before the arrival of

" the French at Minorca, a defeat on my fide

" even might have faved the ifland : I could have
<c then faved my fhattered remains in Mahon, and

" though conquered at fea, by means of the failors

" and foldiers, have preferved St. Philip's, and

" probably the ifland. Thus a defeat of our fleer^

" had it been timely fent out, would have done

" more fervice than a victory, after St. Philip's

" was inverted.

" It has been the fettled rule of all generals,

" that no commander mould ever rifque an en-

" gagement, but when there is greater expecta-

" ticn to gain by a victory, than to lofe by a de-

" feat.

" When then, from the inferiority of the Englifh,

" nothing could be reafonably expected but mif-

" fortune and difgrace-, or if, by the greateft

" efforts of good fortune, victory fhould declare

* c for our fleet, that no advantage could be drawn

" from it j when the rifque of lofing the whole

" fleet
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A. D. " fleet was the refult of an unanimous council of
175 ' " war ; and the nation, confidering the real ftate

" of the Englifh and French navies, fo little able

" to fuftain a lofs of that kind j when Gibraltar

* would have been left defencelefs, and fallen of

" courfe to the enemy ; could the feeking the

" French admiral, by a commander who forefaw

" thefe probable confequences, with not only an

" inferior, but a fhattered Meet, and no other
cc fhips in the Mediterranean to reinforce him,

" have been juftified in the judgment of men,
*' who have ftudied the nature of military at-

* c chievements, or according to the rules and ob-

" fervations of ancient and modern writers on
" this head ?

" The utmoft advantage could have been but

" a prolongation of the fiege, without the lead

" probability of raifing it ; becaufe the fleet, un«

" able to keep the fea, muft have retreated to Gi-

" braltar, the port of Mahon being ftill com-
" manded by the enemies batteries.

" Are commanders then at all events to fhow
•' no other token of genc^rallhip, but what is to be

*' learned from brutes ? an excefs of courage

* c only ? and are all who ufe the fuperior attributes

" of the human understanding to be confidered

*c as delinquents in their duty to their King and

" country ? What commander of common fenfe

" will ferve his country under fuch difcouraging

" conditions, where, unlefs he fights againft all

*' kinds of difadvantage, he is to be ftigmatifed

" with the eternal infamy of cowardice \ and if he
44 does
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rt does engage his enemy, and does not fucceed A. D.

" againft this great fuperiority of force, he is to

" be deemed a coward alio, and be given up to

•' the rage of the multitude ? It appeared im-

" practicable to relieve Mahon, and probable,

" that Gibraltar would be attacked, and therefore

" the determination of proceeding thither, was

" become the mod prudent decifion, which could

u have been made ; the mod likely to conduce to

" the nation's fervice, and a juft refolution of the

" council of war.
<c

It is a matter of confequence to confider, that

" though two fleets may be of equal number,
*' they may yet be of unequal force, as it has hap-
"c pened in this inftance : and a fickly fquadron,

" without means of providing for the difeafed and
" wounded,or recruiting their feamen and foldiers,

" of which, more than a thoufand fick, which at

*' their return to Gibraltar, were fent to the hofpi-

" tal, was a confideration that ought greatly to

w influence at that moment ; efpecially when it

" was evident, beyond all contradiction, that

" the enemy pofTefTed every advantage, which I

" was in want of, having a power of procuring

" recruits of feamen from the 200 tranfports, and

" foldiers from the camp of the befiegers."

But Admiral Weft having depofed, That there Evidences

appeared to him no impediment, why Admiral ^inft

Byng and his divifion could have got up to the of Admi-

enemy, and engage them as clofe as the van
ia

, Vol. I. G g did

j

10
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A. D. did r

; and that the fignal for chafing was never
175 ' made : Lieut. General Blakeney having depofed,

Elakency.
That boats might have paifed with great fecurity

on the 20th of May, between the garrifon and

the fleet, and that if the detachment ordered from

Gibraltar had been landed, he could have held

out till Sir Edward Hawke came with more ef-

Mr. Boyd, feflual relief : Mr. Boyd having depofed, That

the fuccours were wanted, and might have been cer-

Captain tainly thrown in , Captain John Philips having de-
PhiJips.

p fecj 5 xhat there was not fail enough made at the

firft : and that he never faw nor heard of any

fignal made by the admiral for more fail : Captain

Captain Thomas Bailie having depofed, That the admiral's
Bailie

* divifion was never within a proper diftance to en-

Captain gage : Captain Ourry having depofed, That there
° lury

' was wind fufficient to have carried the admiral

down clofe to the enemy, during the time of en-

Captain gagement : Captain Young s having depofed,
\oung. ^hat he did not perceive the lofs of his fore-top-

maft occafioned any impediment to the rear divi-

fion from going down and engaging ; nor that

it endangered any fhip being on board him ; that

if the rear divifion had bore down as the van did,

they might have come up as near the enemy, as

if they had bore in a line of battle abreaft; there

would have been no danger of their being on

r Confirmed by the evidence of Captain Everit, Lieutenant

Bover, Lieutenant Higgs, Lieutenant Wood and Lieutenant

Man, all of the Buckingham, Captain Gilchriit and the Hon-

Captain Karvey.

Of the Intrepid.

board
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board each other, as every fiiip appeared to him A - V.

to have room to wear ; that there was no pofllbi-
/5

lity of bringing on a general engagement, with-

out the admiral and the rear divifion goinc; down

right before the wind upon the enemy -, that the

fpoiling of his ground-tier of powder, and his

defect in men, were no detriment to him in his en-

c-ao-ement : and Captain Gardiner, of the Ramil- Captain
D ° r Gardiner.

lies, having depofed, That he had advifed the

admiral to bear down, without being able to pre-

vail with him fo to do ; that the admiral, on the

20th, took the whole command of the fhip from

him, and that nothing was done, that day, but what

he ordered : the court, upon fumming up the evi-

dence, were of opinion 1

. " That Admiral Byng Opinion of

did not do his utmofl: to relieve St. Philip's caftle,

in the ifland of Minorca, then befieged by the

forces of the French King : That during the

engagement between his Majefty's fleet, under his

command, and the fleet of the French King, on the

20th of May laft, he did not do his utmoft to take,

feize and deflroy the mips of the French King,

and to aflifl fuch of his Majefty's fhips as were

engaged in fight with the French fhips : That the

admiral % notwithstanding he did fee the enemy's

fleet approaching, ought to have left the frigate

to endeavour to land the military officers : That

when the Britifh fleet on the ftarboard tack, were

ftretched abreaft, or about the beam of the enemy's

line, the admiral mould have tacked the fleet al-

r Art
- 33> 34> 35> 3 6> 37'

u Art - 7 and J '
•

G g 2 together,
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A. D. together, and immediately have conducted it on
175 a direct courfe for the enemy-, the van fleering

for the enemy's van, the rear for their rear, each

fhip for her oppofite fhip in the enemy's line, and

under fuch a fail as might have enabled the worfe

failing fhip, under all her plain fail, to preferve

her ftation : That the admiral, after the fignal
w

was made for battle, feparated the rear from the

van divifion, and retarded the rear divifion of the

Britifh fleet from clofing with and engaging the

enemy, by his fhortning fail, by haling up his fore-

fail, backing his mizentop-fail, and backing, or

attempting to back his maintop-fail, in order that

the Trident and Princefs Louifa might get a-head

again of the Ramillies : That inftead of fhort-

ning fail, the admiral ought to have made the

Trident and Princefs Louifa's fignals to make more

fail ; and that he ought alfo to have fet lb much

fail himfelf, as would have enabled the Culloden

(the worfe failing fhip in his divifion) to have kept

her ftation with all her plain fail fet, in order to

have got down, with as much expedition as poffi-

ble, to the enemy, and thereby have properly

fupported the van divifion : That x
after the fhips,

which had received damage in the action, were as

much refitted, as circumftances would permit,

the admiral ought to have returned with the fqua-

dron off St. Philip's, and have endeavoured to

open -a communication with that caftle : and to

have ufed every means in his power for its relief,

w Art, 19, 20. * Art. 32.

before
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before he returned to Gibraltar." They then came A. D.

to the following resolutions y
, That the admi-

I/5

ral appears to fall under the following part of the ons°ofthe

twelfth article of the articles of war : to wit, " Or court -

*' mall not do his utmoft to take or deftroy, every

** fhip which it fhall be his duty to engage ; and

" to aflitt and relieve all and every of his Majefty*s

" fhips, which it fhall be his duty to affift and re-

" lieve." And as that article pofitively prefcribes

death, without any alternative left to the difcre-

tion of the court, under any variation of circum-

ftances, they adjudged him to be fhot to death.— Sentence

But as it had appeared by the evidence of Lord foot.

°

Robert Bertie, Lieutenant Colonel Smith, Captain

Gardiner and other officers of the fhip, who were

near the perfon of the admiral, " That they did Acquitted

not perceive any backwardnefs in him, during the dice^cT

action, or any marks of fear, or confufion, either dilaffcc -

i i

tlon "

from his countenance or behaviour ; but that he

feemed to give his orders cooly and diftinctly, and

did not feem wanting in perfonal courage ; an4

from other circumftances, the court did not be-

lieve that his mifconducl arofe either from cowar-

dice or difajfeftion ; and did therefore unanimoufly

think it their duty, moft earnefly to recommend Recom .

him as a proper object of mercy.
5
* So that when nieilc,n,m

they made a report of this fentence of death, ofmiraityfor

which they found him guilty, thefe fame members
IC) '

of the court martial, added the following remon-

y Art. 36 and 37. See alfo the report made by the faid

court martial of their fentence.

G g 3
ftrance,
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A. D. ftrance, to the lords of the admiralty, in favour

175 of the criminal.

" We the underwritten, theprefidentand mem-
" bers of the court martial, afiembled for the

" trial of Admiral Byng, believe it unnecelTary to

" inform your lordlhips, that in the whole courfe

" of this long trial, we have done our utmoft en-

c ' deavours to come at truth, and to do the ftridfteft

" juftice to our country and the prifoner-, but we
" cannot help laying the diftreffes of our minds

" before your lordlhips, on this cccafion, in find-

" ing ourfelves under the neceiTity of condemning

" a man to death, from the great feverity of the

tc twelfth article of war z
, part of which he falls

" under, and which admits of no mitigation,

" even if the crime mould be committed by an error

" in judgment only; and therefore for our own
" confciences fakes, as well as in juftice to the

" prifoner, we pray your lordfhips in the moli

" earned manner, to recommend him to his Ma-
" jelly's clemency."

Lords of The lords of the admiralty, in purfuance of this

the admi- recommendation from the court martial, prefented
ralty reply. ' *

z Twelfth article of war, 22 of Geo. 11.

" Every perfon in the fleet, who through cowardice, neg-

" ligence, or difafFeclion, fhall, in time of action, withdraw

" or keep back, or not come into the light or engagement, or

" (hall not do his utmoft to take or deliroy every fhip which it

" fhall be his duty to engage, and to affift and relieve all and

•' every of his Majefty's fhips, or thofe of his allies, which

" it fnall be his duty to afliil and relieve, every fuch perfon fo

" offending, and being convicted thereof by the fentence of

•' a court-martial, (hall fuffer DEATH. 1 '

a memo-
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a memorial to his TMajefty, in which after fetting A. D.

forth the proceedings and fentence
x

of the faid °
. , *> 11 - . to Ins Ma-

COUrt upon Admiral Byng, and the reprefentation
j
efty for

of the faid court, and the petitions of George, £"
h
p
e

inion

Vifcount Torring-ton, Nephew to the unhappy twelve

admiral, for his Majeily's mercy, fay, That af-

ter their moft ferious and deliberate confideration

of the proceedings of the court martial, doubts

had arifen with regard to the legality of the fen-

tence, particularly whether the crime of negligence,

which is not expreffed in any part of their pro-

ceedings, can, in this cafe, be fupplied by impli-

cation ; and that they found themfelves obliged

to befeech his Majefty that the opinion of the

twelve judges might be taken, whether the faid

fentence was legal.

His Majelty not only referred the fentence to The fen-

the twelve judges, toconfider thereof, as requeft- ^e

cl 'by

ed j which was pronounced by them to be a legal *« &ng

fentence : but after a warrant had been figned by judges.

the lords of the admiralty, for carrying the fen- ^Viegal.

tence palled upon Admiral Byng into execution,
J?"™^

certain members of the court martial having ex- at the re-

preffed their fcruples, alledging that they had Jerllmem--

fomething to difclofe-relative to the faid fentence, beis °^
which greatly affected their own confeiences, and rial,

which, it was neceffary, fhould be difciofed in or-

der to do juftice to the faid Admiral John Byng ;

and one of them applying to the houfe of com-

mons, praying to be releafed, by aft of par-

liament, from that part of the oath of fecrefy

G g 4 reLa-
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A. D. a relative to the fubject in queftion •, his Majefty,
175

' agreeable to his ufual tendernefs for the lives of

his fubjects, confented to the faid aft, and refpited

his execution till the bill had paffed the houfe of

commons, and the parties had paffed a feparate ex-

amination upon oath in the houfe of lords, to find

out what ground there was for that application.

Bill to ab- The bill for this purpofe paffed the houfe of

member
6
commons with great rapidity, but in the houfe

from the f lords, at the fecond reading, each member of the
oath or fe- . r
crefy. faid court-martial being called feparately, was afked

in fubftance as follows :
" Whether he knew any

" matter that paffed, previous to the fentence

" pronounced on Admiral Byng, which might

" ihew that fentence to have been unjuft •, or to

" have been given through any undue practice or

" motive ; and was defirous that the bill then un-

^ der the confideration of the houfe, for dif-

a " I A. B. do fwear, That I will duly adminifter jalb'ce,

" according to the articles and orders eftablifhed by an aft,

" paffed in the twenty-fecond year of the reign of his Majefly

" King George the Second, for amending, explaining, and
*' reducing into one ac~l of parliament, the laws relating to

**. the government of his Majefty's (hips, veffels, and forces

" by fea, without partiality, favour, or affection ; and if

" any cafe fhall arife, which is not particularly mentioned in

" the faid articles and orders, I will duly adminifter juftice

" according to my confcience, the bell: of my undemanding,
•' and the cuftorn of the navy in the like cafes j and I do

" further fwear, That I will not, upon any account, at any
" time whatfoever, difclofe or difcover the vote or opinion of

" any particular member of this court-martial, unlefs there-

" unto required by acl of parliament."

6< penfing
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« periling with the oath of fecrefy, mould pafs A. D.

" into a law ; and whether he was of opinion,
l7s

*

" he had any particulars to reveal, relative to the

" cafe of, and the fentence pafTed upon Admiral
M Byng, which he judged neceiTary for his Ma-
" jefty's information, and which he thought likely

c< to incline his Majefty to mercy ?" but they

feparately anfwering thofe queftions in the ne-

gative ; the faid bill was rejected ; and the cri- Rej eae<L

minal b was accordingly executed on the 14th of Admiral
Byng exc-

March cuted.

b During thefe proceedings to fave the Admiral's life, the

public were prefented with the two following letters, one from

the Marlhal de Richelieu to the celebrated M. de Voltaire,

written originally in French ; the other written in Englilh, by

M. Voltaire to Mr. Byng, under fentence of death for that very

conduct which extorted, the praife of a generous enemy.

Clux delices pres de Geneve.

S I R,

Though I am almoft unknown to you, I think 'tis my duty

to fend you the copy of the letter which I have juft received

from the Marlhal Duke de Richelieu : Honour, humanity, and

equity order me to convey it to your hands. This noble and

unexpected teftimony, from one of the moll candid as well as

the moll generous of my countrymen, makes me prefume your

judges will do you the fame juftice.

I am with refpeft, Sir, &c.

To the Hon. J. Byng, Efq; Voltaire.'

S I R,

I am very fenfibly concerned for Admiral Byng ; I do aflure

you whatever I have feen or heard of him does him honour.

After having done all that man could reafonably expett from

him, he ought not to be cenfured for fuffering a defeat. When
two commanders contend for victory, though both are equally

men
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A. D. March i J5J> on board his Majefty 's fhip Monarquc
175 ' in Portfmouth harbour, for the fake of juftice, and

of example to the difciplining of the navy, and for

the fafety and honour of the nation, as his Ma-
jefty's meffage to both houfes of parliament on the

26th of February did fignify.

A few minutes before he was called out of the

cabin to die, the Admiral addreffed himfelf to the

Marfhal as follows :
" Sir, thefe are my thoughts

" on this occafion : I mail give them to you, that

" you may authenticate them, and prevent any
li thing fpurious being published, that might tend

" to defame me. I have given a copy to one of

" my relations."

men of honour ; yet one mull neceffarily be worfled ; and

there is nothing againft Mr. Byng, but his being worfled ; for

his whole conduct was that of an able feaman, and is juftly

worthy of admiration. The ftrength of the two fleets was at

lecjl equal ; the Englifh had thirteen fhips and we twelve much

letter equipped and much cleaner. Fortune that prefldes over all

battles, and efpecially thofe that are fought at fea, was

more favourable to us than to our adverfaries, by fending our

balls into their fhips with greater execution. I am perfuaded,

and it is the generally received opinion, that if the Englifh had

obftinately continued the engagement, their whole fleet would

have been dcfiroyed.

In fhort, there can be no higher a£l of injuftice than what is

now attempted againft Admiral Byng, and all men of honour,

and all gentlemen of the army, are particularly interefted in

the event.

Richelieu.

I received this original letter from Marfhal D. de Richelieu,

the id of January 1757, in witnefs of which I have figned my
name. Voltaire.

The



writing.e«

the L A T E W A R. 459
The paper was wrote in his own hand, and con- A. D.

tained as follows

:

17 5°*

On board his Majefty's fhip Monarque in Portf- His lad

mouth harbour, March 14, 1757. u^/to
tlie Mat-

<c A Few moments will now deliver me from ?Al*
te

the virulent perfecutions, and fruftrate the

" farther malice of my enemies j—nor need I

" envy them a life, fubjec"b to the fenfations my in-

" juries and die injuflice done me muft create.

" —Perfuaded I am, juflice will be done to my
" reputation hereafter-—The manner and caufe

" of raifing and keeping up the popular clamour

{? and prejudice againft me, will be feen through.

" —I mall be confidered, (as I now perceive

" myfelf) a victim, deftined to divert the in-

" dignation and refentment of an injured and de-

" luded people, from the proper objects.—My
ct enemies themfelves muft now think me inno-

" cent.—Happy for me at this laft moment, that

" I know my own innocence ; and am confcious,

" that no part of my country's misfortunes can

" be owing to me.—I heartily wifh the (hedding

" of my blood may contribute to the happinefs and
" fervice of my country—but cannot refign my
lt

juft claim to a faithful difcharge of my duty,

" according to the beft of my judgment, and the

" utmoft exertion of my ability, for his Majefty's

" honour and my country's fervice.—I am forry

" that my endeavours were not attended with

" more fuccefs, and that the armament under my
" com-
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A. D. « command proved too weak to fucceed in an
" expedition of fuch moment.

—

Truth has pre-

" vailed over calumny and falfhood^ and jujlice has

" wiped off the ignominious (lain of my fuppofed

** want of perfonal courage, or difaffec"tion—my
" heart acquits me of thefe crimes,—but who
<c can be prefumptuoufly fure of his own judg«

" ment ? If my crime is an error in judgment or

" differing in opinion from my judges ; and if yet,

" the error of judgment mould be on their fide,

" —God forgive them, as I do ; and may the

** dijirefs of their minds9 and uneafinefs of their con-

" fciences, which in jujlice to me they have repre-

" fented, be relieved, and fubfide, as my refent-

" ment has done.—The fupreme Judge fees all

" hearts and motives, and to him I fubmit the

" juftice of my caufe."

John Byng.

Thus ended the enquiry into the conduct of

General Fowke and Admiral Byng, with the lin-

gular punifnment of the Governor of Gibraltar

broke and difmhTed his Majefty's fervice, for not

complying with inftruclions or orders he could

not underftand, and appeared to him inconfiftent

and contradictory : and of the Admiral for ad-

hering to a council of war, and for not doing all

that, in the opinion of others, was in his power

to do, for diftreffing the enemy, and for the re-

lief of Minorca.

Reafonsfor We ^ave thrown the proceedings of this re-

ftaiSan markable ca ^"
e together, though they were, by fe-

veral
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veral incidents, protracted nine months, or there- A. D.

abouts, to prevent any unneceflary digreflions :

I756#

and we have been more particular in this narrative, Xd° iirai°

f

becaufe, on the part of the Commander in Chief, Byng's

in this expedition to defend or relieve Minorca, it

exhibits the beft view of the caufes of its lofs

;

which he attributes, primarily, to the neglect of

the miniftry, to the weaknefs of his fquadron,

and to a want of land-forces fufiicient to raife the

fiege : and on the part of the miniftry, it (hews

how far the influence of a court interefl is able to

fkreen men in power from the refentment of the

nation •, and how far they are able to expiate their

own guilt with the blood of that fervant, who
dares to complain of their mifconduct. But more

efpecially, becaufe this act of juftice upon a perfon

of a noble extraction ; and this example, the dis-

ciplining of the navy in the perfon of an admiral,

the fon of an admiral enobled for his fervices,

contributed greatly to convince the people that

his Majefty would fpare nobody, of v/hat rank or

degree foever, if found deficient in his duty •, that

he would do all, in his power, for the fafety and

honour of his people ; and that he was determined

to maintain difcipline, as well as to punifh cow-

ardice and treachery in his navy. In the mean Enquiry

time his Majefty, by warrant dated November int0
]

t
^
e

,.J • ' conduct of

2 2d, appointed Sir John Ligonier, General Hufkethe land-

and General Cholmondeley, to enquire why Ma-
°

Minor"

jor- General Stuart, and the Colonels Cornwallis, ca -

and the Earl of Effingham, did not join their re-

fpective commands in the ifland of Minorca ? and

1 whether
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A. D. whether they had ufed their utmoft endeavours to

I756#
throw themfelves into Fort St. Philip's ? and why,

being only paffengers, they affifted at the fea-

council of war; which advifed Mr. Byng to re-

Theh- turn immediately to Gibraltar ? To which they

pleas. pleaded, That it was not in their power to be at

Minorca before Mr. Byng's fleet ; that they were

ready and willing to join their commands, but

had no means to land them at Fort St. Philip

:

and that they afiifted at the council of war by or-

der of the admiral, under whofe command they

thought themfelves to be •, and that they thought

it their duty to co-operate with the fea- officers,

to the utmoft of their power, for the advancement

Acquitted, of his Majefty's fervice. Upon which the Board

fubmitted to his Majefty, That in their mod
humble opinion, the conduct of thefe three officers

was clear from any fufpicion of difobedience to

orders, or neglect of duty.

Pailia-
When the parliament met, one of their proceed-

mentary mgS was tO enquire into the CaufeS of the lofs OfMi-
enquiry in-

, . f.

to the lofs norca,and they addreffed his Majefty for all papers,

° ino1 " that might explain that intricate affair. To which

his Majefty condefcended. But they whofe fafety

depended upon intricacy, confufion and a majority,

fo managed, that this enquiry was committed to

How baf- tne whole Houfe, and the papers were fwelled into

fled » fuch a prepofterous number, that it required more

time to digeft them, than a whole feffion of par-

liament would allow c
. However, though this

c The moll material fads in thofe papers are to be found

in page 234 to 254.

method



the LATE WAR. 463

method of enquiry may be faid to deliver fome A. D.

people from the loud accufations of the people,
l7$6 '

under the protection of a parliamentary approba-

tion of their conduct, which on this occafion de-

clared that the miniftry had done all in their

power both by fea and land to fave Minorca ; yet

it muft be allowed, that it was this countenance

and difpofition of the King to gratify his faithful

fubjects with all the lights he could help them to,

and to inflict exemplary punifhment on delin-
Its effeas.

quents, without diftinction, that difcouraged and

terrified fuch, as knew themfelves to be obnoxious

and guilty, and brought about that grand change

both of men and meafures, which delivered the

nation from a timorous and inactive miniftry ; and

revived that courage and conduct, for which our

progenitors had been univerfally efleemed, and

without which not only Minorca, but our colonies,

our allies, and thefe kingdoms, mull have fallen

a prey to an enemy, whofe courage was founded

upon our timidity, and whofe fuccefs was owing

to our negligence ; as will more fully appear from

a due attention to the facts in the fequel of this

hiftory, compared with thofe already publifhed in

this book.

jrr-

n.

T HE
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THE
GENERAL HISTORY

O F T H E

LATE WAR.
BOOK II.

Containing its progrefs in the Eaft Indies and North

America. Our operations by fea and land. The

German war, wherein the Aufirians, Ruffians^

French, Swedes, Saxons, and Imperialifts were

confederate againjl the King of Prujfia : And the

French invajion of Hejfe Caffel and the Eletloral

dominions of his Britannic Majefty : to the conclu-

fion of the year 1J5J.

A -p rpHE voice of the people having prevailed

1756. X with the Sovereign to refolve upon vigorous

meafures ; and his Majefty provoked to declare

war againft the French, by an actual invafion of

his dominions, and with threats to pour a nu-

merous army into Great Britain ; they omitted

nothing that might convince him of their willing-

nefs to fupport him in fo juft and necelTary a war.

Great as the fupplies were, granted by parlia-

ment, the national generofity difcovered itfelf in

many
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many laudable aflbciations for the public good. A - D «

The landholders and corporations, thinking that
* 7 ^

*

their property and rights were at flake, not only

fubmitted with pleafure to the refolutions of their

reprefentatives ; but raifed great numbers of men,

for the fervice of their country, by voluntary con-

tributions and large premiums. Nay, fome mer-

chants of London, convinced, by the difficulties Marine fo.

the ftate met with in manning the navy, upon Clet^*

fuch an emergency, that there was a neceflity to

train up a young nurfery, from whence the go-

vernment might always draw an immediate fupply

on any occafion, joined heartily in that extenlive

and moft commendable plan, called the Marine So-

ciety -, and by their exemplary fubferiptions en-

gaged fuch a fund, as, during the courfe of the

war, equipped for the fea fervice on board his

Majefty's mips many thoufand orphans, friend-

lefs and forlorn boys ; who were thereby refcued

from mifery, and made ufeful members of the

commonwealth d
.

The

* Some account of the Marhie Society, from a letter addreffed by

a member to the -public.

In order to make an account of the views of this fociety

generally underflood, it is neceflary to premife that the of-

ficers of every fhip of war, which carries 60 guns and 400

men, have a right to carry 30 fervants, and to receive their

wages, which wages are confidered as part of the officer's

pay.

Thefe fervants are generally boys between thirteen years

of age and eighteen ; for when they are at or near their full

growth, as they can then rank as feamen, and receive pay in

Vol. I. Hh that

IO
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A D. The firft object of the court, after the lofs of
17561

Minorca, (which the miniftry could not but be
F.iftobjea

fenfible,
or the '

court.
£^at c^aj.^

-

t js nQt tf) ^g fUpp fej tiiey w;u be content to en-

ter on board as an officer's fervant, for fifty (hillings a year,

which is their ftated wages.

The government therefore has allowed this number of boys

to officers, not only becaufe they are necefTary in the fhip

;

but becaufe by this means every fhip becomes a nurfery of

young feamen, who acquire (kill and ftrength together, and

are not only able, but expert failors before they are one and

twenty years of age.

Thefe fervants, however, it has been found very difficult

to procure ; the poor vagrants, who are covered with filth

and rags, and fubfift either by begging or by pilfering, had

no immediate inducement, wretched as they were, to enter

on board a fhip, where they mull at once renounce their

lounging and idlenefs for conftant activity and labour; and

if they had at any time a tranfient wifh for fuch a change of

fituation, they did not know how to apply to bring it about

:

the officers, who wanted them, had neither time nor opportu-

nity to fearch and follicit them, and the gentlemen who refide

in the country, though they might be inclined to render the

children of the poor thus ferviceable to their country, there

being no eflablifhment to which they could apply, had no

means of putting their intention into practice.

But befides that it is defirable for every fhip to have its com-

pliment of boys, it is defirable, in a time of war, that not

more than one third of the number fhould be lefs than fix-

teen or feventeen ; becaufe it would be too long before thofe,

that are younger, can be rated as feamen ; nor can they create

a quick fucceffion of youth into the fervice of officers, as a

ftate of qualification. It muft alfo be obferved, that the youth,

that are procured, lofe feveral advantages by the difficulty of

procuring others; for an officer, when he lofes a fervant,

lofes his wages, and he will naturally be unwilling his fer-

vant fhould be rated as a feaman, when he knows not how

to get another.

The
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fenfible, had fallen to the French arms, through A. D.

their neglect of that ifland, occafioned by too

much attention paid to the French threats to in-

The view of this fociety, therefore, is to encourage the

induflrious poor to fend their children to fea, and invite the

vagabond and pilferer, not only boys and lads, but men, to

become ufeful to the ftate by the following advantages.

1. They fhall be received immediately upon application^

and taken care of in a proper place, where they will be ac-

commodated with fire and beds, and three meals a day, of

good bread and broth, and roots, and meat, till they are fent

on board.

2. If any that offer are diflempered, they are immediately

put under proper methods of cure, and when they are fent

on board, they are compleatly fitted out with cloathing and

bedding.

Thus are men and boys ftripped of their rags, cured of

their diftempers, and fent clean and well cloathed, with as

good bedding and accommodations as any common feaman

on board. As to the lads, if they are fixteen or feventeen,

they are very foon qualified to teceive wages as feamen j

and as to the men, the diftinclion between landmen and fea-

men on board, which ufed to create animofity, and fubjeft

the landmen to fome hardfhips, is loft, as they are no longer

known by their apparel.

Thefe accommodations, befides that they are an immediate

inducement to lads and men to enter, are fo neceffary to

health and life, that for want of them many have miferably

perifhed, who might otherwiie have been of fingular fervice

to their country.

The advantages are not Iefs to the community than to the

individual ; for it procures a fpeedy fupply of ftout mariners

in the room of thofe, who, in the profecution of a war, muft

fieceflarily be cut off, at the fame time that thofe evils are

prevented, which the idle and diffolute poor of the rifing ge-

neration would produce, if they had continued at home.

II h 2 vade
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A. D. vade thefe kingdoms) was the defence and fecurity

of our colonies and territories in North America.

From which object it was very evident the French

intended to draw the Britifh councils, by attempt-

ing to carry the feat of war into the Mediterra-

Wh y Mi- nean. For, there was nothing in the conqueft of

"ow^Iii-e- Minorca of that Angular importance to the French,

garded. as to prefer it to the fupport of their American

fchemes ; except we look upon it, as we ought to

do, to be a feint to keep England employed in a

conteft for that ifland in the Mediterranean, while

their marine from Breft, &c. might be at liberty

to recruit and fupport their forces and encroach-

ments in America.

Therefore Minorca was fuffered to remain un-

der the dominion of France, till a more proper

time mould favour our arms to retake k, or it

mould be reftored at a peace.

Meafures His Majefty had promifed to prefer the fecurity

North
01

or" ms American fubjects, and the chaftifement of
America.

t iie Frencn ufurpations and hoftilities in North

America, to all other confiderations. For this

purpofe, it was thought necefTary, not only to fend

more troops, but to have the army, on that con-

Lord Lou- tinent, better officered. We have feen that Lord

pointed Loudon was appointed commander in chief, with

<-o.nmar.d- powers, that were fuppofed fufficient to remove
" all the delays, and the caufes of their obftrucYions,

which had defeated moft of the former opera-

tions, and falutary meafures, propofed for their

common defence : and General Abercrombie was

fent
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fent before f with two regiments, and with orders A
-
D -

to fuperfede General Shirley.

Every one wifhed for, and turned their thoughts

towards an American war ; and looked upon thefe

meafures to prefage a vigorous effort to drive the

French out of their ufurpations, and to avenge

the inhuman practices of their Indian allies. But, ?bftruc -

1 ' tions and
as if procrastination had been the favourite mea- delays in

fure of that administration, his Majefty's good American

intentions, and the people's expectations, were meafures '

once more difappointed, by a detention of the

Earl of Loudon, who was charged with the chief

directions of the operations and plans in North

America ; but ordered to wait for certain foreign

officers of experience, invited from Germany, to

command in a royal American regiment, confid-

ing of four battalions, to be raifcd in Virginia

;

and of which the Earl was to be the Colonel. So

that notwithstanding the preparations made by the

provincials under General Shirley, to open the

campaign early in the year, they were obliged to

halt at Albany, for the arrival of a commander

in chief, and of the regular forces from Eng-

land, till the latter end of June, when General CeneraiA-

A , , . -ii i 1 1
bercrombie

Abercrombie arrived there, and took the com- arrives in

mand of the two regiments led off by Dunbar, Nonh
.D

.
America.

after the defeat of Braddock, two battalionsj"aifed

in America, two regiments brought with him The num-

from England; four old independent companies
|*JC

°*

belonging to New York, a New Jerfey regiment,

f In March 1756. It was the latter end of May before

{he Earl of Loudon failed.

H h 3 four
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A. D. four companies levied in North Carolina, and
75 ' a body of provincials fent from New England

only.

Refoiu- It had been refolved s in the council of war held

EhTo
f

era-
Iaft year >

at Albar>y> by Mr. Shirley, &c. to

tions this endeavour to cut off the French communication,

between Canada and Louifiana, by the reducing

of fort Niagara, fituate between the lakes Onta-

rio and Erie : which alfo would have obliged their

new forts on the Ohio, to fubmit to the Britifli

arms, without much bloodmed : to cover the

borders of New York, and fecure the navigation

pf Lake Champlain, by the conqueft of Ticonde-

roga and Crown Point : to befiege Fort du Quefne

on the Ohio •, and, while thefe feveral and diftant

fervices were carrying into execution, to alarm the

capital of Canada by a body of troops detached

up the river Kennebeck h
.

Why not But Abercrombie, though approving of the
executed.

plan, thought it, by far, too extenfive for the

forces under his prefent command, to be carried

effectually into execution. Befides, the feafon was

too far advanced, to promife fuccefs. He there-

fore waited the arrival of Lord Loudon ; and by

that determination another year was loft ; the

provinces left expofed to the invafions and barba-

£ See page 166.

h The troops deftir.ed for the campaign on Lake Ontario,

were intended to march for Ofwego, thence to be carried over

in 200 whale boats, built long, round and light, laft winter

at Scheneflady, on Mghawk? river, and already brought into

the lake,

fities
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rities of the enemy •, and the French ! at liberty A - D «

to ftrengthen their pofts, and to diftrefs the Britifh "
fettlements with impunity.

During this (late of inactivity, and of depend-

ance upon reinforcements from their mother coun-

try, the army received the difagreeable news of

the enemy's entring the country of the Five Na- Operations

tions, our ancient allies; where they reduced a Fiend:,

fmall fort, garrilbned by 25 Englifh, whom they

put to the fword, and butchered in a molt barba-

rous manner.

The French improved the opportunity : they

formed a camp at Ticonderoga of 330 tents, and

70 log houfes, with 3000 troops at that place and

Crown Point, and daily increafed their numbers.

But the defence of this fort was not their onlv

object; and as they were perfectly informed of

the orders for the Englifti army not to undertake

any expedition, till the arrival of Lord Loudon ;

and that his lordfihip could not land in North

America, before the time would be elapfed, either

to attack Crown Point, or to prevent Ofwego

falling into their hands ; the enemy refolved upon

the fiege of Ofwego : and in order to facilitate

their operations againft that fort, ambufcades were

formed to harrafs and intercept any reinforcement,

or convoy of provifions, &c. which might be fent

to Ofwego, from Albany, or from Schenectady.

1 Who received a reinforcement of about 3000 men, un-

der the command of M. Montcalm, from Europe, under a

ftiong convoy of men of war.

H h 4 However,
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A. D. However, a confiderable convoy of provifions

and ilores were conducted thither very fafely by

%f™
d

Colonel Bradftreet, before the ambufcade was
ftreet's ad- j^^^ gut jn hjs return down the river Onondaga,
V3ntnp"e

over the and ftemrning the ftream with his battoes, formed
enemy.

.^ fagg divifions, he was faluted k by a party of

Indians, fecreted amongft the buihes and trees, on

the north fhore, with the war-hoop and a general

difcharge of mufquetry : which killed about 70

of the battoe men. Colonel Bradftreet landed his

men immediately on the oppofite bank, and took

poffefTion of a fmall ifland\ where he with fix

men only drove off 40 of the enemy, who forded

the river to attack them. Then quitting the ifland,

and collecting his whole ilrength of about 200

men, he marched to meet another party of French

and Indians, who had forded the river a mile high-

er ; whom he with only 40 men, fell upon, fvvord

in hand, in a large fwamp, and cut moll of them

in pieces or drowned them : then he boldly march-

ed up and attacked the main body of the enemy,

confifting of 660 men, which had pafled at ano-

ther ford, and entirely routed them alio. This action

1 ailed upwards of three hours. Our chief lofs was

amongft the battoe men, by the firfl fire from the

j.ofsof the, bufhes : but the enemy had about 200 killed and

70 taken prifoners ; and had not the reft been fa-

voured in their flight by a heavy rain, and the

fwelling of the waters, which put an end to Brad-

fireet's purfuit, it is very probable, that the whole

* J^y 3, 17J6, * About nine miles from Ofwego.

detach-
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detachment, confifting of 700 French and Cana- A. D;

dians chiefly, would have been entirely cut off:
I75 *

for, Colonel Bradftreet was joined the fame night

by Captain Patten and his grenadiers, marching

from Oneida to Ofwego, and next morning by

200 men detached to his afiiftance from Ofwego.

So that thefe parties feparated. Bradftreet made

the beft of his way to Schenectady : and the

others marched together for Ofwego.

By the prifoners brought in by Colonel Brad- The f»ege

flreet, General Abercrombie was informed that
°

cfolvcd
SQ

Ofwego was the immediate object of the French uPon *

arms, and that its liege was determined upon by

a large body of Europeans, encamped on the eaft-

ern more of Lake Ontario.

The importance of this place, to interrupt the Its defence

commerce, as well as the motions of the enemy 5 w^e"

and its being the only place to build veffels, for

the navigation, upon that lake or inland-fea-, and to

fecure an intereft with the Indians, that had not

declared againft us ; determined General Aber-

crombie to detach a regiment of regulars, under

the command of Major General Webb, to its re-

lief. But, notwithstanding the advantage, which

the lofs of Ofwego would give the enemy in all

their future operations, and meafures ; and altho'

the Englifh army at Albany could mufter 2600

regulars, and 7000 provincials, or thereabout,

under the command of General Winilow m
, be-

sides a confiderable number of battoe men j their

n At Fort William Henry.

marcfr
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A. D. march was flopped by the arrival of Lord Lou-
175 * don, while the neceffaries were providing for their

fubfiftence on the road. For, his lordfhip, how
much foever inclined to forward General Aber-

crombie's orders for the relief of Ofwego, was fo

peremptorily and obftinately oppofed, in that

meafure, by New England, New York and the

adjacent provinces, which infilled upon the reduc-

tion of Crown Point previous to all other opera-

tions, that, although they were at laft pre-

vailed with to confent to the march of Major

General Webb, with the regiment firft ordered

by General Abercrombie, it was the 12th day of

JVuguil, before this fupply could fet out from Al-

bany, and indulged the enemy with fuch an unac-

countable opportunity to complete their plan

againft Ofwego, that, by the time Major General

Webb could reach the Carrying Place, between

the Mohawk's river and Wood's Creek, he met

with the difagreeable news, that the French were

mailers of Ofwego, and had made the garrifon,

and 300 workmen and failors, employed to defend

the paiTes between the fort and Burnet's field,

prifuners of war.

The fie^e
By this misfortune the nation loft the two forts

of the Onrario and Ofwego n
: forts, that had been run up

Sorts On- .
o ' r

tario, of- in a hurry, unnniined, and untenable againft a re-

w<^o, c.

gU jar force> i^ie Marquis de Montcalm, an

enterprizing officer, and fucceflbr to Mr. Dielkau,

Was charged with this expedition, having under

See page 164 and 165.

his
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his command 1300 regulars, 1700 Canadians, and A
-
D-

a confiderable number of Indians. His firftcare
' 7S

was to prevent fuccours and intelligence between

Ofwego and Albany ; which he effected by poll-

ing a ftrong body of Canadians on the road by

land, and by blocking up Ofwego by water with

two large armed veffels. This done, he, without

oppofuion, or danger of being difturbed, tranf-

ported ° his ftores and artillery over the lake to

the Bay of Nixouri, appointed the place of gene-

ral rendezvous for this expedition.

Having proceeded with all the caution in his The ap-

power to prevent a furprize : and, in cafe of a ?
J°'

A^S

miicarriase, to fecure a fafe retreat, he made the F«nch
,,

again ft

pecefTary difpofitions for the fiege, and opened Fort Onta-

the trenches before Fort Ontario, with about 5000
no

men, and 32 pieces of cannon, from 10 to 18

pounders, befides feveral large brafs mortars and*

hoyets 'part of the artillery which had been taken

from General Braddock) about midnight, on the

12th of Auguit, at the diftance of 90 toifes (or fa-

thoms, of fix feet each) from the folTe of Fort

Ontario, and like unto a parallel of about 100

toifes in front, and in ground vaflly embarrafied

with trunks of trees, and fuch like obftructions.

The parallel was finifhed at five in the morning,

when the workmen began to erect the batteries in

the midft of a hot fire, kept up by the garrifon

very brifkly from day break to fix o'clock at night,

and killed their chief engineer in the trenches,

From Fort Frontenac, where he had arrived on the 29th

2 But,
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A. D. But, as Colonel Mercer apprehended, that the

'756 « fort was not tenable againft fuch afuperior force,

and feveral pieces of heavy cannon mounted on a

battery at no more than 60 yards from it; he,

about three in the afternoon, having received an

account from the commandant, of his bad fitua-

tion, ordered him to fire away all his fhells and

ammunition, to fpike up the cannon, and to make
the beft retreat he could to Ofwego. Which was

punctually executed by deflroying the cannon, am-

munition and provifions, and palling the river fo

as to join the troops on the weftern Ihore, without

the lofs of a man.

Againft The French general, informed of this defer-
oiwego.

t jon Q£ port Ontario, immediately took pofTeiTion

thereof, and ordered the communication of the

parallel to be continued to the bank of the river

;

where, early in the fame night, he began a grand

battery, formed in fuch a manner, that it could

not only batter Fort Ofwego, diftant about two

miles Engliih, and fecure the way from thence to

Port George, fituate on a hill, about four miles

and a half up the river, but annoy the entrench-

ment of Ofwego.

Behaviour On the part of the Englifh, the troops, to the

nfon.
£ai

* number of 370, or thereabout, which had re-

treated from Fort Ontario, were ordered to join

Colonel Schuyler immediately, who was charged

with the defence of the fort on the hill to the weft-

ward of the Old Fort, under the direction of Mr.

Mackeller the engineer. But the advantages,

propofed by a communication between thefe two

forts,
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forts, were foon fruftrated ; not fo much by the A. D.

fire from the enemy acrofs the river, who at that 17$6 '

diftance could never have pretended to batter in

breach, and to have reduced Olwego to the ne-

ceflity of furrendering ; but from a bold action of

a body of 2500 Canadians and favages, who
fwam over the river in the night between the 13th

and 14th, and cut off the communication between

the two forts.

.

At the fame time the enemy were very bufy in

bringing up their cannon •, and raifing a battery

often cannon, 12 pounders, on the eaft fide of

the river, again ft the Old Fort : though there was

kept up a conftant fire of cannon and fhells, from

the Old Fort and works about it.

On the 14th day, General Mercer, informed

that a large party of the enemy had croffed the

river, to fall upon him on the weft fide, ordered

Colonel Schuyler to march againft them with 500

men. But this order was annulled by a cannon Colonel

ball, which, a few minutes after, killed Colonel ^\\[

c^'

Mercer.

Colonel Littlehales, who fucceeded Mercer in Council of

the chief command, being better informed of the

numbers of the enemy, that had croffed the river;

that they were 2500 men ; countermanded the de-

tachment under Colonel Schuyler; and obferving,

that the enemy had, with great celerity, raifed a

battery of nine guns, and another of mortars

ready to play : that there were 2500 irregulars and

Indians on the back of his garrifon, ready to ftorm

them, on that fide, and 2000 regulars ready to

3 land
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A. D. land in front, under the fire of their cannon, and
175 ' that all the places of defence, under his command,

were either enfiladed or ruined by the conftant

fire of the enemy, he called a council of war;

who, after taking the opinion of the engineers,

Refolvedto were unanimoufly of opinion, that the works were
fin-render. no ior)ger tenable i and that it was by no means

prudent to rifk a ftorm with fuch unequal num-

bers.

Not agree- A capitulation was accordingly refolved upon

;

foidiery

the
a whkz ĵ3g was hung out, and the chamade was

beat, and the firing ceafed on both fides •, though

not without great reluctance of the foldiery, who
for fome time kept and ufed their arms, declaring

their refolution rather to die, than yield and fur-

render to the French. But the officers, though

they had behaved like men, determined to difpute

their poll and liberty to the lad extremity ; yet, to

prevent a mutiny, and any mifcarriage, that might

happen by the bad ufe the enemy could make of

Mifcon- the interval of this ceffation of arms, two of them

propoiais.

6
are f^d to nave Deen inconfiderately fent out to

the French general, not with the conditions a

brave garrifon has a right to demand, and fel-

dom fail of gaining by a proper countenance in

their diftreffed circumftances ; but,—but to know

the terms he was willing to grant : and the ene-

my were permitted openly to bring up more

cannon •, to advance the main body of their troops,

within mufket mot of the garrifon ; and, to pre-

pare every thing for a ftorm, while the treaty for

a furrender was carried on. [The Marquis of

Montcalm
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Montcalm, informed by thefe officers of the diffi- A. D

culty, with which the garrifon were brought to ^
fubmit to a capitulation, anfwered, That the

Englifh were an enemy he efteemed -, that none,

but a brave nation, would have thought of de-

fending fo weak a place fo long againft fuch a

itrong train of artillery and fuperior numbers
;

that they might expect whatever terms were con-

fident with the fervice of his mod Chriftian Ma-
jefly. But tied them down to the following pro-

pofals, viz.

" The Marquis of Montcalm, Army and Field

" Marfhal, commander in chief of his mod
" Chriftian Majefty's troops, is ready to receive

" (a capitulation) upon honourable conditions,

* c furrendering to him all the forts : he requires

" them to be prifoners of war : they mall be

" fliewn all the regard the politeft of nations

" can mew : I fend an Aid de Camp on my parr,

" viz. Motif, de Bougainville, captain of dra-

" goons •, they need only fend the capitulation to

" be figned : I require an anfwer by noon : I have

" kept Mr. Drake for an hoftage.

" Montcalm."
Auguft 14, 1756.

And accordingly the following demand was

made

:

tts

479
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A. D. <£he demand made by the commandant of Ofwego from
/5 the Marquis of Montcalm, Army and Field Mar-

fhal to the King, commander in chief of his mojl

Chriftian Majeftfs troops in North America.

Article I.

The capi- " ^TPjHE garrifon lhall furrender prifoners of
tuiation. « X war> and fhall be conduced from thence

" to Montreal, where they fhall be treated with

" humanity, and every one fhall have treatment

" agreeable to their refpective ranks, according to

•' the cuftom of war.

" II. Officers, foldiers, and individuals fhall

" have their baggage and cloaths, and they fhall

" be allowed to carry them along with them.

" III. They mall remain prifoners of war until

" they are exchanged."

To which the Marquis de Montcalm gave

anfwer as follows

:

" T Accept of the above articles in the name of
" * his mofl Chriftian Majefty, under the condi-

" tion of delivering up faithfully the fortifications,

" ammunition, magazines, barks and battoes, with

" their appurtenances.

" I give full power to Monf. de la Pauze, Ma-
" jor-General, to reduce this prefent capitulation,

" and to agree upon the manner of becoming
cc mafter of the faid fort, of which our troops

" fhall take pofTeflion, and to infure the garrifon

" from receiving any infult.

" Given at the camp before Ofwego, the 14th

" day (at eleven o'clock in the morning) of

61 the month of Auguft, 1756.
11 Montcalm."

By
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I
By virtue of this capitulation we loft Oiwego, A - D -

our only poft on the Great Lakes; the garrilbn

laid down their arms, and ilirrendered prifoners ofdeihoyed

war; and the French immediately took pofTcfilon KLJlj

ofOfwego and Fort St. George, which they en-

tirely deftroyed, agreeable to their orders, after

removing the artillery, warlike (tores and provi-

sions ; with the lofs of no more than one engineer, Lofsof tUt

one Canadian, one foldier and one gunner killed,
iencl<

and twenty (lightly wounded, on the part of the

enemy. Whereas we loft Shirley's and Pepperel's of ,,le

regiments, and part or benuyier s militia, in all

1600 men, including 80 oflicers-, 121 pieces of

artillery, (feven were brafs) S5 *£ which were

cannon of different bores, and 14 brais mortars,

23,000 wt. of powder, 8000 wt. lead and ball,

2950 bullets, 150 bombs of nine inches, and 300
of fix inches, 1476 grenades, 730 fuzees for gre-

nadiers, 340 common fuzees ; 704 hogfheads of

bifcuit, a very great quantity of pork, beef and

meal.

A magazine of fo great importance, depofited Remark*

<~1 1
OI1 '' 1 i Sma*

in a place deemed altogether inderenfible and with- gazine.

out the reach of immediate fuccour, gave the na-

tion great room to fufpec~t the integrity or to im-

peach the understandings of thofe, who, for the

fake of gain, by agencies and contracts, or through

ignorance of its fituation and (Irength, ex^ofed

fo valuable a prize to the firft invader.

There were at Ofwego feven armed (hips, viz.

one of 18 guns, one of 14, one of 10, one of

eight guns, and three others mounted with fwivels,

Vol. I. I i befides

11
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A. D. befides 200 battoes of different fizes, whofe officer!.,

and crews were included in the capitulation.

Future As foon as the forts were demolished the French
coiuiua of marcnecj w j t |1 the utmoft fpeed, with their pri-
tlie French. r r

foners n and booty, to join their army at Ticon-

daroga, and to oppofe the motions of the provin-

cial army, of about 7000 men, which ought to

have long before attacked Crown Point ; but had

laid idle, under General Window, till reduced by

ficknefs and defertion to 4000, and till the French

were now in a condition to hold them at defiance.

The provincials deferted, becaufe they were dis-

heartened by an inactive campaign ; and the new-

raifed troops contracted many diforders, for want

of care and cleanlinefs. But no enemy appearing,

they proceeded to Montreal, and thence to Quebec,

where the prifoners were immediately embarked,

and fent to Portfmouth in a cartel fhip.

Remarks Thus within the fpace of four days, from the-

U&l
" t ^me t^ie trencnes were opened before Fort Onta-

rio, we have feen the lois of the only poll Great

Britain had on the Great Lakes ; much in the fame

way as Mahon was loft in the Mediterranean 3

though it was of as much or greater importance

to maintain this pod on the continent of North

America, to overawe the wavering and hoftik

Indians, to protect our allies, to cover our fettle-

ments and to chailife our enemies j as to prefeve

» Such as were left alive ; for, contrary to the faith of the

capitulation, Montcalm not only fuffered the garrifon to be

ftripped and many of them to be murdered by his army ; buft

he delivered twenty of them up to the mercy of the Indians,

by way of atonement for the lpfs of their friends, that had,

fallen, ia battle.

Tort
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£ort St. Philip's in Europe. For, though the A. D -

vaft quantity of artillery, ammunition, ftores, and

provifions of all forts, and the number of work-

men employed in building, and of others in the

navigation upon Lake Ontario, is a convincing

proof that the perfons concerned in the manage-

ment of the American war, were not infenfible of

the importance of this poft, both for defence and

offence ; yet nothing can appear more notorious,

except the procraftination of the defence of Mi-

norca, that this poft was alfo loft by delays and

neglect, and, at laft, by not doing all that was in

the power of a garrifon to do •, as will more fully

appear from the following review of the ftate of

Ofwego for fome time before •, when there was the

greateft reafon to expect a vifit from the French,

who made no fcruple to call it an encroachment,

or an invafion upon the French King's territory,

made in the time of a profound peace ; and it was

declared that they would attack, take and deftroy

it, as foon as opportunity would permit.

Never thelefs Ofwego was fo neglected that the How or-

French might have executed their defign upon it ]

v^°
o & r been neg-<

in the fpring of the year 1755, when this fort was le&ed.

garrifoned only by 100 men, under Captain King,

had no works but the Old Fort, mounting eight

four pounders only, and fo commanded by an emi-

nence directly a-crofs a narrow river, whofe banks

were covered with a thick wood, that made it ut-

terly incapable of defence; or to command any

refpect upon the Lake. As was the cafe on the

24th and 26th of May 1755, when forty-one bat-

I i 2 toes,
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a. D. toes,, with fifteen men in each, in all 600 men,
1/5

' patted in fight, and bid defiance to a fort, which

they might then have reduced in a few hours with

one fingle mortar.

A refolution was then taken to,enlarge the fort,

or rather to erect fome additional forts, to build

.vettels upon the lake, to increafe the garrifon, and

to provide every thing neceffary to annoy an ene-

my, and to render the place tenable. Accordingly

Captain Braditreet was difpatched with a reinforce-

ment of two companies, fome fwivel guns, and

the fir ft fet of workmen to build vettels : but theie

men were employed in building fuch craft, that

when, foon after, eleven more French battoes, with

troops on board patted by Ofwego, and we had a

oreater number of thole boats in the harbour,

they were fuffered to pals unmole (ted, to the great

danger and terror of our back fettiements •, our

battoes not being (tiff enough for the foldiers to

Itand to fire off at fea ; fo tickliih that the inad-

vertent motion of one man would overfet them, and

fo fmall, as not able to carry more, than fix men

each. Yet, if that was the real cafe, no care was

taken to build their boats upon a more ferviceable

plan, againft any future emergency, and to main*

tain the dominion of the Lake. But there was

another mod unpardonable overfight in thofe, who

had the direction of thefe works. Capacious

ftout vettels require a confiderable deal of iron

work in their compofition. The managers had

provided fmiths enough : but there was no more

than one pair of bellows, So that the firft acci-

dent,
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dent, which might unavoidably happen to that ne- A D -

cefiary inftrument, would Hop all the operations

of the forge at once.

The next ftep, towards improving the naval

force atOfwego, was a fchooner of forty feet in the

keel, with fourteen oars and twelve fwivel guns,

launched on the 28th of July 1755. This was the

firfl: vefTel of force we ever had on this lake, and,

with 320 men, was all the ftrength we had to de-

fend this poft in the beginning of July, that year:

and the French were expected daily ro attack it,

on the 13th of the lame month, when General

Shirley, with all his forces, was 300 miles dif-

tant, without making all the expedition, the fer-

vice required : for, it was the 8th of Auguit be-

fore that General arrived at Olvvego, and the 31ft

before the laft divifion arrived under Colonel Mer-

cer. Where this army, at that unfeafonable time

of the year, ferved only to eat up the provincial

flores, and brought on fuch a fcarcity of provi-

fions, that they were almoil famifhed, and the

party, left to lecure the important Carrying Place

at Wood's Creek, were actually obliged to defert it

for want of food.

About the middle of September four other vef-

fels ° were got ready, as per margin ; with which

armed vefleis, and a confiuerable number of thole

battoes, which had be^n reported unfei-viccable,

A decked floop, eight guns four pounders, thirty fwivel*.

A decked fchooner, eight guns four pounders, twenty-eight

fwivels. An undecked fchooner, fourteen fwivels, fourteen

oars. Ditto, twelve fwivels, fourteen oars.

Ii 3 or
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A. D. or too fmall to live, and to difpute with an ene*t

17
> ' my upon the lake in the calmed weather, Ge-

neral Shirley prepared to attack Niagara, under

another moil unhappy circumftance, the want of

provifions to carry his army in fight of the enemy,

and the impofTibility of getting any fupplies within

300 miles of the place they were going againft.

However, the improbability of fucceeding in an

expedition, undertaken without victuals, was dis-

covered time enough to countermand the orders

to embark •, and a friendly ftorm, fays an officer

then prefent, prevented an embarkation, when a

ftock of provifions was got together, fufficient to

prevent the men from eating one another, during

the firft tv/elve days. All thoughts of attacking

Niagara were laid afide ; the General, indeeds

, made a great fhew of his intention to maintain

the poft of Ofwego, by the directions given for

ilrengthening the old, and for building new forts
r

\

but his leaving the place before the additional

works were completed, and permitting the vefTels,

belonging to the fort to be unrigged and laid up,

without having been put to any ufe, while a

French veflel was permitted to cruize on the lake,

and to carry fupplies to Niagara, without inter-

ruption, and five more, as large as ours, were

ready to launch at Frontenac; and while our gar-

rifon at Ofwego increafed, by infenfible degrees,

to the number of eleven hundred, without pay,

and in perpetual terror, on the brink of famine

;

it gave very little reafon to believe that his intern'

r As related before on page 163 to 165.

3
tioi

l
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tfon was real, and filled every one with fad appre- -A. D.

henfions for the fate of that important poll.
' 75 *

The reafon why the French did not ftrike the why not

blow, when Ofwego remained in this defencelefs Ey*the

ftate, was founded upon good policy, and not to Flcllcl1 be *

J ore.

be alcribed to any overfight or neglect in their

commanders. They knew that it would be im-

poflible for their arms from Canada to complete

their grand fcheme on the Ohio, without the aid

of the Indian tribes, or at leaft againft the united

ftrength of the Indians and Englilh. They alfo

were acquainted with the fentiments, which the

Indians entertained of the proceedings of the

Ohio company, and particularly of their objection

to the erecting fortifications at Ofwego s

, which

they made the grounds of their refufing to join

him in the pretended expedition againft Niagara.

Therefore, they firft tried to inflame the Indians

againft the proceedings of the Englifh on the lake

Ontario ; caft upon them the fole caufe of the

miferies to which their country was expofed by

war; conciliated the friendfliip of the mod con-

fiderable tribes, with promifes to protect them from

the encroachments of the Englifh upon their lands,

and prevailed with them to afilft in the reduction

of Ofwego, with a promife to raze the forts to the

ground -, and, as foon as thefe Indians were, by

thofe means, alienated from the Englifli, and the

French operations on the Ohio were thought to be

irrefiftible, they, as you have read, put their de-

fign in execution.

• See page 109 and page 165.

I i 4 General
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A. D. General Shirley continued inactive from Sep-

17 s6 ' tember 1755 to March 1756, when he relumed
Extraordj-

j proiecl of his execution againft Niagara- or
narycaufes r J ° °
of iicih y in Frontenac, making proper provifions at a prcdi-
the defence . , iLl •/* r
»forW tSo. gious expence : but upon the enfis for carrying

this plan into execution, orders arrived from Eng-

land to attempt nothing till Lord Loudon mould

arrive, early in the fpring, as it was fignified by the

fame exprefs. But this Lord's departure from

England was attended with fuch delays \ that,

before he reached the army in North America,

Montcalm had time to arrive from France at Ca^

nada with 3 coo men, and to take the field before

us •, notwithftanding the navigation of the river of

1 Not only the departure of Lord Loudon was protracted to

an unreasonable and to an unfeafonable time, for an American

campaign ; but the inferior officers of his Lordfhip's regiment,

together with arms, ammunition, and other military prepara-

tions, lay at Portfmouth fo late as the 12th of June, waiting

for tranfports ; which were not then hired to take them on

board. And when the military Mores were flapped, it was

done in fuch a manner as to make the rifque of the voyage

as great as poilible ; for the cannon were put on board one

ihip$ the carriages, on which they were to be mounted, were

ihipped on board another ; the balls on board a third, and the

gunpowder on board a fonrth. By which contrivance the

chance of defeating the whole expedition, was encreafed as.

Jour to one ; for the lofs of any one of the four fhips would

have made the contents of the other three ufelcfs. And as, if

there was never to be an end of tlm conduct, the powder fent

upon this important expedition, which confiilcd of five hundred

barrel* was bought of the Dutch, and taken away without proof

of it- capacity, So that, when it came into ufe, it- was found

no better than faw-duli.

St. Law-
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St. Lawrence being fhut up with ice till the month A. D.

of May. Whofe fuccefs againft Olwego entirely
f 7

5

6 *

depended upon his activity, during the time that

our armies were under orders, not to march in

quell of the enemy, nor to defend our own forts

;

and the northern provinces, rilled with apprehen-

fions for their cwn fafety only, oppofed the ex-

pedition againft Niagara, and the neceiTary fup-

plies for the defenee of Ofwego.

Thus, we fay, fell the key of the lake Ontario,

by the neglect of the managers •, the impropriety

and inlufnciency of the means to defend it from the

attacks of an enemy •, from the delays that prevent- The im-

ed a feafonable or timely relief, and from too great P°rtanceof

/ & tins lols.

a fear for the prelervation of New York, and New
England : as Minorca, the key of the Mediter-

ranean Tea in Europe, was loll by the terrors of a

pretended and impracticable invafion, which locked

up our mips and foldiers at home, when they mould

have attacked the enemy on their own coafts ; by

paying no regard to the intelligence, given con-

cerning the real defign of the enemy againft that

ifland ; by neglecting the neceflary means, to re-

cruit and- ftrengthen the garrifbn, and by fending

an infufficient force, and at a time it was imprac-

ticable to fave it.

But the lofs of this poll, and of the garrifon, and its faj e£.

of the implements of war, which had been flowed fefts *

up there without difcretion, was not the word effect

of fuch fatal mifconduct. Jt was followed with

that imprudent meafure of immediately flopping

up Wood's Creek, our only communication from

the
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the Mohawks river to Oneida, with great logs and

trees for feveral miles ; and of deferting and de-

ftroying the forts at the great Carrying-Place;

which, after the lofs of Ofwego, was become our

moft advanced poft into the country of the Six

Nations ; though there were at that time 3000

men, including 1200 battoe-men, at that poft: a

poft fo ftrongly fortified, and fo inacceilible to the

enemy's artillery, that it might have defied the

whole French army in North America to take it.

Which, with General "Webb's retreat with his

forces to a place called the German Flatts, about

60 miles nearer to Albany, and foon after to Sche-

nectady, not more than 1 7 miles from that city -,

having expofed the Six Nations, and all the ad-

jacent country, to the mercy of the enemy (who

were at liberty to over-run the fine country on

the Mohawks river down to Albany, and to pe-

netrate into the provinces of Penfylvania, Mary-

land, New Jerley and Virginia) either encouraged

the Indians to join our enemies, or to obferve a

itri<ft neutrality, when they found, that we were

either not able, or not willing to protect them ;

and that the French had not only conquered, but

performed their promife to deftroy the forts at

Ofwego u
.

Befides, during the ftate of inactivity, fo fatal

to the Britifh nation, this year, both in Europe

* It is remarkable, that while the French were bufy in de-

molifhing the works at Ofwego ; we, to fave them the trouble

and hazard of attacking the forts at the great Carrying-Place,

had jhem demolifhed by General Webb, in his retreat.

and
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and North America, there were above 1000 inha- A
- ?*•

bitants of the weftern parts of Philadelphia maf-
A

.
Some acl-

facrc.i in cold blood by 'he Ohio Morians •, againft vantages

whom, nothing was attempted, till Colonel Arm- fhc'ohio"

ftrong, with a party of 280 povincials, marched

from Fort Snirley, on the Juniata
w

river, (150

miles welt of Philadelphia) toKittinning, an Indian

(own, and the rendezvous of the Morian murder-

ers, fituate about 25 miles above Fort du Quefne,

on the Ohio, a rout of 140 miles through the

woods
i with whom he. came up in the morning

early of the fifth day, while the Indian warriors

were regaling themielves at a dance. Colon?)

w In order to revenge the particular caufe of the inhabi-

tants and of Fort Granville, on this river, which is thus related

in a letter from Philadelphia, dated Aug. 19. That on the

3Pth of July, Captain Ward marched from the fort, with his

enfign, and all the men belonging to it, except 24 under the

command of Lieutenant Armstrong, to guard fome reapers in

Shearman's valley : that foon after he left the fort, it was at-

tacked by about 100 French and Indians, who took Juniata

creek, and creeping under its banks to a gut about 12 feet

deep, came within 30 or 40 feet of the fort, where the fhot

from our men could not hurt them, and there, by gathering-

together pine knots, and other combuilible matter, they made

a pile, and fet fire to the fort. The enemy called to the be-

fieged, offering them quarters, if they would furrender; on.

>yhich one John Turner immediately opened the gates, and

gave them pofleflion ; 22 foldiers, three women, and five or

fix children were made prifoners, of which the French took

the,young men and women, and the Indians the old men and

children j and having loaded them with flour, &c. they fet

off in triumph ; but when they had marched a little way, the

French commander ordered Captain Jacobs back to burn the

fort, which he did,

Armftrong
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A. D*. Armftrong difcovered their fituation by their
*"

5 * whooping •, and, halting about ioo perches below

the town, on the bank of the river, he prepared

his men, and began the attack as foon as it was

light.

Colonel Captain Jacobs, the chief of the Indians, gave

ihi'ng's ^ie war whoop, and defended his houfe bravely

kxpedition. through loop-holes in the logs. The colonel

offered them quarter -, but they, fearful of our

fmcerity to pardon the many and inhuman murders

they had been guilty of, upon the innocent and

defencelefs Britifh fubjecls, moil of them refufed

to fubmit prifoners of war. Wherefore Colonel

Armftrong ordered their houfes to be fet on fire •,

which was immediately and with great activity

clone by the officers and foldiers. By this obfti-

nacy many were fuffbcated and burnt ; others were

ffiot in their attempt to reach the river
x

; and

Captain Jacobs, his fquaw and a boy, called the

King's fon, were (hot as they were getting out of

a window, and were fcalped.

Thefe Indians had a large quantity of arms

loaded iri their houfes, and of gunpowder. The

loaded arms went off in a quick fucceffion, as the

fire reached them : and the gunpowder, which

was flowed, in every houfe, completed their d§-

itrucYion, by blowing up the houfes and all that

were found in them, when it took fire.

Eleven Englifh prifoners were happily releafed

from captivity, or violent death •, who informed

.

* They were 40 in all that perifhed in this afiault.

the
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the colonel, that on that very day two battoes of A. D.

Frenchmen, with a large party of Delawares and
l

' i

French Indians, were expecled to join Captain Ja-

cobs, in order to proceed in an expedition concerted

for attacking and reducing Fort Shirley, and that

an advanced party of twenty-four warriors had been

detached, the preceding evening, to reconnoitre

and alarm the country. This was foon after con-

firmed by Lieutenant Hogg, who upon the report

of the fcouts, that there were not above four In-

dians about a fire, on the road, about fix miles

from Kittanning, was ordered, the night before, to

halt with twelve men, and to endeavour to fur-

prize them, and to bring them up to the main

body : but the lieutenant, upon his approach,

found them to be the twenty-four warriors above

mentioned. They flood upon their defence, killed

three of his men, mortally wounded the lieutenant,

and put the other nine men to flight ; who aban-

doned their commander, not able to help himfelf,

when Colonel Armftrong fent out a party to bring

him and his men into the conquered town.

Thefe, we apprehend, are fome of the bad cir- Lord Lou-

cumftances to which Lord Loudon refers in his
'1ons

r
let"

ter alter

letter to the governors of the provinces, after the the lofs of

lofs of Ofwego. " As, fays his lordfhip, by
wcg°"

accounts 1 have received, his Majefty's fort and
" garrifon of Ofwego, together with the naval

" armaments and ftores, have, by a /cries cf bad

" circumjlancesy fallen into the hands of the

" French •, and as from the condition and number
" of the troops left to me, when I came to my

2 ** command,
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A. D. w command, I can fcarce hope to do more than
J ?5 • <t t0 re{j^- prench power in that quarter : I moft

" earneftly recommend to you, to confider with-

u out delay, how far the provincials, now in

" arms, are expofed to the weight of the French,

" in the parts towards Crown Point j and the

" dangerous events of any accident happening

" to them in confequence of thefe circumftances,

* c and what forces you can fend immediately to

" reinforce them, as it feems abfolutely necef-

" fary to do, for the fecurity and fafety of the

" country. Therefore, in confequence of the

" power given to me by his Majefty's commif-

" fion, under the Great Seal ; and of his orders

•' fignified to you by his Secretary of State, I do
<c demand of you an aid of as confiderable a body
<c of men with arms, as you can fend off, as fad
<c

as railed •, and alfo a number of carriages and
tc ox-teams, wherewith I may be able to tranfport

cc provifions, as this province alone is not able to

" fupply all y ."

Remarks By this letter it is evident, That his lordihip,

.on this let. ^g commancjer in chief of the Britifh forces in

North America, gave up all thoughts of acting

offeniively againft the French this year. But how

juft foever his lordfhip's reafons were for that in-,

active refolution, it is certain that the delay, which

followed our retreat from the lakes, when we had

a fufficient force in the field, raifed, maintained

and fupplied with all things neceffary for the ex-

r Dated at Albany, Qftober 20, 1756.

pedition
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pedition againft Crown Point, which was the only A. D.

meafure, that could promile to retrieve our late ^
lofs ; wafting the remainder of the feafon in en-

trenchments at Lake George -, and fortifying Fort

Edward and Fort William Henry ; gave the ene-

my time to ftrengthen Crown Point, to recruit

and to refrefli their forces, and to improve their

late fuccefs.

END of the FIRST VOLUME,

ift 5tt>
















